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PREFACE. 


The  literature  of  "England  is  sincfiilarly  deficient  in  the 
department  of  Bussian  history.  Tnivellera  have  given  iia 
some  insiglit  into  the  actual  condition  of  the  empire ;  and 
for  portions  of  its  history  under  the  present  and  tlic  pre- 
cedintr  roii^n  ^e  mav  turn  with  advantafro  to  some  recent 
works.  But  when  we  desire  to  study,  from  its  infancy  in 
the  nintli  century  to  its  present  stage  of  growth,  the  whole 
life  of  that  anomalous  member  of  the  European  confederacy, 
which  pretends  to  exercise  a  despotic  hegemony  over  the 
rest,  our  English  guides  gire  but  scanty  bedp,  and  often  mia-» 
lead  on  essential  points. 

Tooke's  fiye  ill-digested  yolumes  long  ei^oy^d  a  consider- 
able xeputatioD)  irhich  was  partly  advoititious,  because  for 
manr  years  they  had  exclusiTe  posaeasion  of  the  field,  and 
partly  deserved,  in  so  far  as  they  yrem  made  up  of  trans- 
istioiis  from  works  of  merit,  especiaUy  those  oi  LeTesque 
and  Cast^ra.  Segur's  single  Tomma,  of  ^vrhieh  there  is  an 
English  tranfllation,  is  valuable  for  its  pregnant  anmniary  of 
that  dreary  portion  of  the  earl^r  annab  of  Bussia)  which  even 
Earamsin,  the  national  histoanan,  apologises  for  giving  in 
detail.  But  Segur's  faults  are  many  and  capital— a  painfully 
unnatural  style ;  elaborate  indirectness ;  a  perrerse  ingenuity 
in  giving  dissertations  when  he  should  narrate ;  and  above 
all^  a  preposterous  idolatry  of  Peter  the  Eirst.  Of  certain 
works  by  Hving  EngHshmen  it  becomes  ns  to  speak  with 
reserve;  but  aU  oar  respect  for  ihe  Hteranr  ability  of  liieir 
authors  cannot  xestraan  ns  from  saying,  that  tii^  too  err 
with  S^gor  in  misplaced  admiration  of  l^e  idVnrms  eftetod 
by  Peter.  .  The  reign  of  that  monarch  was  the  tnrning^pomt 
VCL  tiie  history  of  Bnssia.  The  empire  is  at  this  day  what  he 
and  his  successors,  inheritors  of  his  system  as  well  as  ef  his 
throne,  hare  contributed  to  make  it.  We  judge  that  system 


Digitized  by  Google 


hj  its  zesults.  If  these  are  irredeemably  bad,  what  praise  is 
due  to  the  source  from  which  they  flow  r 

An  original  histoiy  of  Bussia,  derired  to  any  great  extent 
from  primaiy  BussiBn  authorities,  is  certainly  not  to  be  looked 
for  at  this  moment.  We  must  content  ourselyes  with  makmg 
the  best  nse  of  such  secondary  materials  as  already  exist. 
Happily  these  are  both  copious  and  instructive,  and  need  odIt 
to  be  selected  with  discrimination,  and  judidously  anangecL 
This  is  the  task  we  have  undertaken,  with  what  success  it 
is  for  our  readers  to  decide.  The  authors  whose  works  have 
been  chiefly  consulted  or  put  under  contribution  for  the  pre- 
sent  Yoliime  are  as  follows : 

For  the  earlier  nortions— S%ur,  Eiaramsm  (whose  deven 
volumes  reach  omy  to  the  16th  centuiy),  Tooke,  Lederc, 
and  Levesqoe. 

For  the  period  of  the  false  Dmitris — Karamsin  and  Hj- 
rimfe. 

For  that  of  the  first  two  Eomanofs — Tooke,  LevesquCj  and 
Schnitzler. 

For  that  of  Peter  I.^ — Levesquc,  Sclilosser,  Yon  Halem, 
Pc'lz,  SL'gLir,  Voltaire.  Villebois,  and  Staehlio. 

For  the  subsequent  periods — Schlosser,  Levescj^ue,  Mann- 
stein,  Villebois,  and  Castera. 

In  writing  Ilussian  words,  we  have  generally  represented 
the  native  orthography  not  by  Prench,  German,  or  Polish, 
but  by  English  equivalents:  e,  g,  OtcliaJcof  not  Oczakow, 
Varontzof  not  Woromow.  In  conformity,  however,  witli  a 
usage  which  we  cannot  approve,  we  have  retained  the  form 
Czar,  whereas  the  true  pronunciation  is  accurately  repre- 
sented by  Tzar. 

The  consonant  j,  wherever  occnrring  in  [Russian  words,  la 
to  be  sounded  as  in  Prench,  or  like  the  8  in  the  English  word 
fusion.  The  Germans  employ^'  where  English  usage  requires 
y,  as  JermoloJJ^  lor  Yermolof,  The  German  ff  at  the  end  of 
such  names  as  Orlof,  Eomanof,  Gortchakof,  would  indicate 
too  much  stress  on  the  single  consonant  witk  which  they  end 
in  Huasian. 

Xumtoi,  Jm^,  1854. 
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SYNOPTICAL  VIEW 


From  time  immemorial  the  more  temperate  portions  of 
the  vast  territory,  now  ruled  by  the  czar,  were  parcelled  out 
amongst  barbarous  tribes,  which  owned  no  common  bond  of 
unioiiy  nor  eyexi  a  collective  national  appellation.  It  was  in 
the  nbth  century  of  our  era  that  the  first  step  was  taken 
iowarda  oombining  those  loose  elements  under  the  sway  of 
a  oooqnering  race,  who  imposed  their  own  name  on  the  van- 

fmshc^.  IVom  that  point,  therefore,  we  date  the  rise  of  the 
tnssian  empire.  In  its  history  we  discern  five  great  periods, 
two  dynasties,  five  capitals,  and  twelve  remarkable  princes, 
exclusive  of  those  of  the  fifth  period,  which  is  not  yet  ended. 

Of  these  five  prominent  periods,  the  first,  comprehending  a 
space  of  a  hundred  and  ninety-two  years,  from  a.i>.  S62  to  1054, 
presents  to  our  view  the  foundation  of  the  empire,  in  JN^ov- 
gorod,  by  Burik  the  Qreat,  a  leader  of  Yarages,  Yarangians, 
er  Yaeringar,  from  the  Baltic  sea ;  its  enormous  extension 
under  the  potent  Oleg,  who,  as  regent  for  Burik's  son  Igor, 
gave  to  this  rising  state  S^ief  as  its  capital,  together  with  a 
large  part  of  the  present  European  Russia.  Then  foUowa 
the  protracted  reign  of  the  weak  Te^or,  an  insignificant  prince, 
though  he  was  son  of  Eurik,  pupil  of  the  great  Oleg,  and 
busband  of  the  celebrated  01ga« 
To  this  reign  succeeds  a  second  regency,  that  of  St.  Olga, 
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the  widow  of  Igor.  ThiapriiieeBSythefMCIizistiw 
who  exerciBed  soreieigii  authorily,  was  baptised  at  Constan- 
tinople.  She  is  famous  for  the  crafty  and  terrible  revenge 

which  slie  took  for  the  murder  of  her  husband,  upon  the 
Drevlians,  whose  subjugation  she  con^pleted.  Her  adminis- 
tration is  remarkable,  To  her  tlie  republic  of  Pskof  was 
indebted  for  its  liberties,  which  rendered  it  so  flourishing 
during  the  space  of  six  centuries.  It  was  this  princess  who 
divided  the  north  of  Bussia  into  yarions  administiatiTe 
districts.  Dovrai  to  the  period  of  the  amaUstey  her  greatness 
continued  to  fill  the  memories  and  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

She  was  the  mother  of  Sviatoslaf,  a  rough,  inflexible,  im- 
petuous warrior, — the  Achilles,  the  Charles  the  Twelfth  of 
that  epoch.  As  Oleg  had  removed  his  capital  from  Nov- 
gorod to  Kief,  80  did  SviatosM  remove  his  to  iiulgana ; 
each  remove  being  an  approMdi  towards  the  coveted  empire 
of  the  Greeks.  But  he  was  driven  &om  it;  and,  in  his 
retreat^  his  skull  became  the  cup  of  the  leader  irf  the  Pet> 
chenegans,  on  the  same  soil  where,  eight  ceDiuries  later, 
Charles  the  Twelfth  was  destined  to  be  overcome^bj  Peter 
the  Great,  in  consequence  of  similar  obstinacy. 

Subsequent  to  him,  and  to  Taropolk,  a  prince  who  was  a 
mere  cypher,  this  first  period  displays  to  us  the  highest 
Gothic  glory  of  the  E-ussian  empire,  under  Vladimir  the 
Great,  and  its  conversion  to  Christianity  in  988.  Then  sue* 
ceeds  SnatopoUc  Weie  it  not  £ar  his  fiatricuLsSy  aod  the 
first  invasion  of  Kief  by  the  Boles,  of  which  he  was  tiie 
prompter,  this  miscreant  would  pass  ahnost  unpereeiTed 
between  iiis  lather,  the  great  Vladimir,  and  his  brother 
Yaroslaf  the  legislator,  the  fifth  eminent  man  of  this 
dynasty,  with  whom  the  first  period  closed  in  1054. 

In  the  second  penod|  1054  to  1286^  oon^nsing  a 
hundred  and  eighty  yean^  a  period  wholly  engrossed  by  dis- 
cord and  inteimal  sfarifty  the  soD^ire  was  durided  and  sab- 
divided,  like  a  private  property,  nmaog  the  desesndsnta 
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AandU  «1i»ong  of  Am»  piinodi^  wto  leopmdlf  €00- 
tenabd  for  iiMsr  appanages,  and  eipedaify  fbr  ike  tlnmw  isf 

Kiefi  we  hardly  distinguiah  an  mrintemipted  series  of  seven- 
teen paramount  princes,  SQceee ding  from  brotlier  to  brother, 
and  from  nncle  to  nepliew,  down  to  the  obscure  Yury,  who 
was  slain  by  tbe  Tatars  in  1237.  Of  the  seyeiiteeii  G-rand- 
fkiDM,  xsnged  in  this  singular  order  of  BueoeflMii,  two  only 
ware  mm  «f  Usfeono  not*:  Vladiianr  Mononaohui^  m  1114, 
and  Jbidmr,  abont  im. 

The  finit  of  theae  reetoted  to  1^  empire  s  moment  of 
unity,  by  the  ascendant  of  his  valour  and  his  yirtues,  m  spite 
of  the  efforts  of  the  Polovtzy,  nomad  tribes  of  the  south, 
whom  he  succeeded  in  crushing.  The  second,  abandoninj;; 
Kief,  made  Vladimir  the  capital  of  his  em^^re.  His  policy 
raised  him  alxm  A&  wfoztusate  times  in  which  he  liyed. 
He  is  the  asHj  oobirko  seemed  to  be  mwBse  of  tiie  eanse  of 
so  rnncii  dbmmi,  and  mho  stooreto  annihSatB  it. 

!Ehe  third  period  opened  in  1287,  witii  ilM  mJbja^tiim  of 
Bn88ia,in  eonsequence  of  its  intestine  divisions.  It  con- 
tinued  for  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  years,  till  1462. 

A  multitude  of  iiuasian  princes,  the  Grand- Prince,  three 
of  his  sons,  and  their  mother,  were  massacred  by  the  Tatars  ; 
but  tvo  brothers  of  the  Grand- Prince  still  Burvived,  who 
SDceesstTelj  filM  his  pla<^.  The  eldest  had  five  sons,  all  of 
whom  in  BueeessiOtt  trieMed  the  degraded  sospfae.  The  third 
of  these  bfotben,  8t,  Alexaader  ISevskj,  was  agxest  man, 
in  every  sense  of  iiiewoid.  He  was  a  hero,  vietor  over  the 
Teutonic  knights,  the  Swedes,  and  the  Lithuanians,  who  had 
ilung  themselves  upon  the  lulling  iiuasian  empire;  and  he 
died  a  martyr  to  his  patriotic  devotedness,  after  hayinn; 
thrice  bent  his  way  to  the  extremity  of  Asia,  to  disarm  the 
Tatar  wrath,  which  was  about  to  <msh  the  remnant  of  his 
imprudent  and  nmndy  snbfeots. 

Two  of  his  sons,  unwwtiiy  of  him,a8eended  ilm  tiiione^  al^ 
two  of  then*  nndes.  Mikhail  of  Tver,  tibeir  ooasin,  sneoeeded 
to  them  about  V600,    Then  began  a  contest  of  twenty-eight 
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between 

iiie  princely  branch  of  Trer  and  that  of  Moacbw.  But  in 

ld28  the  Grand-Princedom  was  secured  hj  the  latter,  in  the 
person  of  Ivan  I.,  surname d  KaJita, 

This  prince  is  worthy  of  note,  because  with  him  recom- 
menced, firstly,  the  reuniting  of  the  appanages  with  the 
Grand-Princedom  of  Moscow,  which  was  become  the  capital; 
secondly,  the  rallying  of  the  appanaged  princes  round  the 
Great-Frinoe;  thirdly,  the  re-establishment  of  sucoesaion  in 
the  direct  line ;  and,  lastly,  a  system  of  concentiation  of 
power,  by  which  the  IBussian  empire  was  one  day  to  be  again 
raised  up,  and  trajislurmed  iutu  that  uLupendous  mass  which 
we  now  behold. 

This  direct  succession,  and  this  system,  were  intermitted 
but  for  an  instant,  to  revive  in  1362,  in  the  great  Dmitri 
Donskoi,  the  first  conqueror  of  the  Tatars,  and  to  pass  to 
his  son  and  grandson,  the  two  Yassili;  finally,  to  produce  in 
1462,  after  the  lapse  of  a  century,  the  uncontested  autocracy 
of  Ivan  m. 

It  was  in  1462,  and  witk  that  great  Ivan,  tliat  the  fourth 
Bussian  period  began  ;  it  ended  in  1G13,  and  lasted  only  a 
hundred  and  fifty-three  years. 

The  Eusaian  republics  of  the  north,  and  the  Tatars,  sank 
beneath  his  power,  which  he  always  employed  opportunely, 
drcnmi^reetly,  progressively,  and  with  Hachiavellic  dexterity* 
By  degrees,  the  chain  with  which  the  Tatars  weighed  down 
the  Bussians  came  wholly  into  the  hands  of  this  Grand- 
Prince,  who  bound  with  it  both  the  victors  and  the  van- 
quished, the  ono  by  means  of  the  other,  and  remained  sole 
and  absolute  master. 

His  grandson,  Ivan  lY.,  great  in  crime,  carried  to  excess 
the  concentration  of  this  power,  in  which  everything  was 
swallowed  up:  manners,  moralily,  patriotism,  and  the  few 
privileges  which,  under  Ivan  III.,  the  Bussian  nobility  had 
either  preserved  or  acquired,  by  serving  him  against  -the 
priiicuiS  wliQ  held  aj^pauages,  the  Bub^iau.  commonwealth,  and 
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the  Tatars.  His  madman  Uled  the  caolj  one  of  hia  time 
aona  who  was  able  to  wear  his  ponderons  crown.  The  result 

WB8  that,  after  haTing  rested  nominally  on  the  head  of  his 
feeble  successor,  it  passed  to  that  of  a  descendant  of  a 
Tatar,  his  treacherous  minister,  whom  it  crushed,  as  it  did 
all  the  ^Russians,  Poles,  and  Swedes,  who  subsequently  dared 
to  seize  or  aspire  to  it. 

Thus  did  this  insane  despotism  destroy  itself.  It  gaTe  np 
ibe  cormpted  state  to  invasions  firom  the  West^  in  the  same 
manner  that,  three  centuries  and  &  half  before,  internal  dis- 
sensions had  laid  it  open  to  inTasion  from  the  East.  This 
similar  effect  of  an  opposite  kind  of  excess  lasted  Hfteen 
years;  and  it  seemed  as  if  the  empire,  brought  to  its  last 
gaep,  were  to  close  its  existence  with  its  fourth  period. 

But  it  was  re-inyigorated  at  that  crisis,  by  the  election  of 
ft  new  dynasty :  in  1613  the  family  of  Bomanof  ascended  the 
throne.  With  them  begins  the  fifkh  great  period  of  Bnssian 
histoiy,  to  be  followed  perhaps  in  our  own  day  by  a  sixth ; 
for  while  we  write  this,  the  empire  is  buirying  towards  a 
momentous  crisis.  The  splendour  of  the  fifth  period  begins 
towards  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  with  the  reign 
of  Peter  the  Great. 

To  guide  us  to  tiiis  illustrious  man  through  the  obscurity 
of  eight  centuries,  we  have,  as  already  stated,  a  series  of 
twelve  remarkable  princes.  In  the  first  period,  the  period 
of  finmdation  and  aggrandisement,  we  behold  jBtor»it,  the 
Founder ;  020^,  the  Conqueror ;  Olga,  the  Begent ;  Vladmir, 
the  Christian ;  Yaroslaf,  the  Legislator. 

In  the  second,  the  period  of  dissensions,  the  valiant  and 
virtuous  Vladimir  Monomachus,  and  the  politic  Andreto. 

In  the  third,  that  of  complete  slavery,  the  victorious  and 
devoted  St.  Jlexander  Ifevsky,  the  able  Ivan  Z,  and  JJmUri 
Donskoif  the  first  who  vanquished  the  Tatars. 

Lastly,  in  the  fourth,  that  of  deUveranoe  and  of  despotism, 
Ipan  UZ,  the  Autocrat,  and  Ivan  JFi,  the  Terrible. 

But,  independent  of  these  twelve  beacons,  we  desciy  other 
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directing  points,  laudinarl^s,  which  also  may  alford  us  assist- 
aoce  in  clasaiBg  our  obiejrfationai  aad  aailjcottg  ikm  lanfc 
Hbubs  of  hifliuxy. 

We  baye  remarked,  that  the  praieail  mgML  d  Unmm  k 
ikB  Mih.  whiehtke  empire  haa  iiadL  la  862,  ihfr  fonqiiiiwig 
geniiia  of  Smik  |ilaoed  the  fizil  ia  Novgorod.  Xnm  882, 
the  still  greater  geniua  of  Oleg,  together  with  the  alliirement 
of  a  nulder  cUmafce,  and  of  the  ricliea,  the  knowledge,  and  the 
comforts  of  G-reek  cirilisation,  tixed  the  second  in  tLe  south, 
at  ELief.  In  1167,  internal  dissension^  the  attacks  of  the 
Poles  in  the  west,  those  of  the  nomad  trihes  in  the  soatb, 
and  tlie  polkj  (d  Andsew,  drew  hack  the  third  toward*  the 
eaat,  nd  eaMUahedifect  Ykdhflir,/  The  fiMutfa,  ndmoifc 
central^  the  greaife  Moaeov,  wbiA,  mm  to  ie-«nifce  vttk  it  iH 
the  empire,  rose  in  1328,  and  suhjugated  the  three  others 
by  the  Machiavellisiu  of  Yuiy,  and  the  talent  of  Ivan  Kalita, 
its  first  prineeSy  and  by  its  position  between  Novgorod,  th& 
§jtBit  m^ropoliSy  and  Vladimir,  the  third.  Lastly,  about  1703^ 
the  genius  of  civilisation  established  the  fifth,  Bt.  Petersburg^ 
onihenoiihflmfroxitier,  attheheadof  the  Gmlf  of  Einljoi^ 
and  m  the  very  ooaat  whonee^  mgkt  hvndsed  aiad  fixrty  jemm 
earlier,  the  barbaiian  Buiik,  the  creator  of  thia  enpire,  ooni* 
menced  hia  maidi  for  the  purpose  of  foiinding  it. 
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MA.TLSGt  tlnis  sketched  the  outline  of  BusEdan  histofy^  let 
us  proeeed  to  its  principal  detaUs ;  and,  without  pouun^  on 
the  almost  diluvian  origm  which  assigned  to  the  j^rinutift 
tribes ;  without  s^eatii^  the  names  of  Japkat,  Bum^  Slavan, 
or  Scvthefly  from  whom  i£e  Euanaaa,  the  olaronians,  and  the 
Se;^tluami  are  supposed  to  be  descended,  let  Ba  atato  that  tka 
most  anciently  known  inhabitants  of  Eussia  were,  the  Scy- 
thians, to  the  aoutk^  the  Slayonians,  in  the  centie;  a&d  the 
iFizins,  to  the  north.  Of  their  earliest  source  nothing  ie 
known  with  certainty ;  but  eTCrything  leada  ue  to  belim 
that  the  Russian  Varangians  were  Normans.* 

Xill  the  time  of  Eurik,  the  hiatoxy  of  these  tribee  la  full  of 
uncertainly :  all  that  we  can  discern  la^  that,  down  to  the 
ninth  centiuy,  the  extensive  toiritory,  which  now  eoaatl* 
tutes  European  Eusaiay  had  oflien  been  inundated  by  great 
and  opposite  irruptions  }  these  from  Central  Asia^  and  those 
&om  Scandinavia.  If^  howerer,.  we  may  jodg^  ^Km  the  lest 
Tatar  irruption,  preyioua  to  that  of  Eliozar^ 
zaiee),  it  will  appear  that  the  Asiatic  inyasioBa  new  pene- 
tmted^  in  a  northem  dieeetio%  beyond  the  apota  wheie  "Kkt 
and  S^iluga  are  now  aftoated* 

As  touieKannanuTuptions,  witktbe  eoroeftien  of  thai 
of  Amal%  king  of  the  Gouis,  and  son  of  the  goas,  whoy  akeat 
the  year  260,  caiaied  wi&  him,  agamat  the  Booiaa  e 
{he  SlayomanaaE  the  coontgyeompAended  between 
aBidtheBoii9atihm%  fiiey  appear  to  have  flowed  eS  ie  tta 
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riglit,  towards  the  soutli-west;  so  tliat,  from  the  Oka  and 
the  trpper  Dniepr  as  far  as  the  Baltic,  all  the  Slavonian 
and  Finnijih  tribcis  who  dwelt  in  the  centre  and  the  north  of 
European  Russia,  and  thus  were  between  the  two  imiptions, 
were  able  to  live  in  tranquillity,  to  multiply,  and  even  already, 
as  was  the  (^ase  with  the  great  Novgorod,  .to  acquire  ziciies 
hj  means  of  a  considerable  commerce. 

At  the  time  of  which  we  have  now  to  speak,  this  republican 
mother  of  a  most  despotic  rapire,  had  become  so  powerful 
that  it  was  a  common  saying  among  its  neighbours :  Who 
can  dare  to  oppose  God  and  Novgorod  the  ^eat  Its  com- 
merce extended  to  Persia  and  even  to  India,  and  from  Constan- 
tinople to  Yinetai  a  very  commercial  cit^  on  the  mouth  of 
the  Oder.  The  nations  around  it  were  its  tributarie8|  from 
Idthuania  to  the  Ural  Mountains,  and  from  Bielo  Otero  and 
the  lake  of  Eostof  to  the  White  Sea.  About  the  middle  of 
the  ninth  century,  however,  anarchy  arose  in  the  republic, 
either  from  the  abuse  of  liberty  or  the  pride  of  wealth.  In 
this  state  of  things  a  geographical  arcnmstanoe  drew  down 
war  on  Novgorod.  Its  most  active  commerce  was  earned  on 
through  the  Baltic^  through  the  midst  of  the  Bussian  Yaran- 
giansy  Scandinavian  warriors  who  were  then  masters  of  that 
sea.  A  passage  was  to  be  obtained  only  by  tribute  or  by 
force :  hostilities  ensued,  and  the  NovgoroGuans  were  rendered 
tributary. 

They  recormd  their  independence  after  a  wbile^  but  did 
not- retain  it  long.  The  weakness  consequent  u|Km  internal 
dissensions  induced  them,  in  the  year  862,  to  invite  the  three 
Yaransian  brothers.  Bunk,  Sina^  and  Truvor,  either  to  role 
over  them,  as  an  old  chronide  alleges,  or,  much  more  pro* 
bably,  to  serve  as  anxQiaries  for  their  defenoB  a|;ainst foreign, 
aggression.  The  brothers  accepted  the  invitation,  and  esta- 
bushed  themselves  on  the  three  principal  frontiers  of  the 
republic— Bunk  at  Old  Lado^,  near  the  Yolkhof ;  Sinaf  at 
Bielo  Ozero,  which  was  then  situated  on  the  northern  bank  of' 
the  lake  of  the  same  name ;  and  Truvor  at  Izborsk,  near 
Fleskol  In  these  positions  the  Ysrangian  princes  were  able 
to  protect  the  republic  from  attacks  from  without ;  but  along 
witn  the  power  to  defend  they  had  also  the  power  to  oppress, 
and  consequently  the  will  to  use  it.  Encircling  the  commer-' 
dal  city  they  commanded  all  iU  outlets.   Bather  than  re- 
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Imquish  all  ideas  of  tiaffic,  Novgorod  Drefefted  to  sobmity 
and  JEKonk  took  peaceable  posaeiaion  of  it  in  864^  after  tiie 
death  of  his  two  brotbera  without  iaane.  now  aasamed 
the  title  of  Gia&d-frince  (Teliki  Einiaz),  and  portioned  out 
all  the  dties  among  hia  oompanionB  in  anna*  Tb»  country 
thenceforth  became  Bnaaia;  and  from  this  enoeh  we  mnat 
date  that  newname  of  the  many  SlaTonian  and  Einniah  tribes 
of  European  Bnaaia,  and  also  tilie  origin  of  their  slaTeiT. 

Most  of  the  Banian  historians  reckon  Oskhold  and  Dir, 
Bovereigns  of  Eief,  among  the  Yarangians  who  accompanied 
Bunk  to  NoYgorod.  They  relate  that  these  two  brothers, 
being  dissatisfied  with  the  Oiand-Prince,  set  out  in  quest  of 
fortune  in  the  direction  of  Ghnece,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of 
adreEvtnrers  of  thesr  own  nation.  On  thw  way  &eiy  made 
themselTes  masters  of  Kief;  and  two  years  afterwards  they 
attacked  Constantinople  ;  but  they  sufliered  a  severe  repulse, 
and  with  difficulty  returned  to  Kief,  bringing  home  no  other 
Iruit  from  their  disastrous  expedition  than  a  strong  desire  to 
embrace  that  reli^^^on  to  which  tbey  probably  ascribed  the 
better  fortune  of  their  Greek  foes.  Tne  Bj^zantine  writers 
give  tlic  year  851  as  the  date  of  this  enterprise,  thus  making 
it  precede  the  reign  of  lUirik  by  eleven  years ;  and  this,  ac- 
cording to  Levesque,  is  contirmed  ])y  one  aneient  Ivussiaa 
chronicle.  However  this  may  be,  it  appears  from  an  epistla 
of  the  patriarch  Photius,  written  towards  the  end  of  8GG,  tliat 
the  sovereigns  of  Kief  had  already  embraced  Christianity, 
and  received  a  bishop  and  a  priest  from  Constantinople. 

After  the  death  of  hia  brothers,  Eurik  reigned  fifteen 
years  in  Novgorod,  and  died  in  879,  ]ea^  iIlo^  to  his  kinsman 
Oleg  the  regency,  and  the  guardianahip  of  his  son  Igor,  then 
aged  four  years. 

The  dominion  founded  by  Eurik  was  rapidly  and  prodi- 
giously, enlarged  by  his  successor.  Oleg  appears  to  have, 
possessed  in  a  high  degree  the  virtues  and  the  vices  most 
incident  to  the  age  in  which  he  lived :  a  true  specimen 
of  barbaric  greatness  I  brave,  crafty,  insatiable,  adventurous, 
indefatigable ;  faithful,  as  with  respect  to  Igor,  his  ward, 
and  yet  capable,  on  occasion,  of  the  most  savage  treachery, 
as  in  his  conduct  to  Askhold  and  Dir.  After  the  capture 
of  Smolensk  in  882,  he  set  his  heart  on  the  possession 
of  Sief ;  but  as  its  intrepid  sovereigns  and  their  Yaran- 
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gian  wanmv wmaol  liUjio  pvcnre  an  esrf  eonfOMt,  1m 
diteriBined  f o  employ  stratagem.  Lesmg  his  armj  belond, 
sad  taking  Igor  with  him^  h»  dtesoendM  the  Bvefv  with 
a  few  boats,  in  which  some  armed  men  were  fsmteaMg 
aoi  landed  below  the  high  baank  on  wttch  tlood  the  ancient 
ctt^r  of  Kief.  He  then  sent  »  mmngt  to  Askhold  and  JMr^ 
mjing  tii«t  oone  Yarangiaa  merdiaiiti,  en  thm  wvjr  ta 
Gieeee  1^  order  of  tbe  prmee  of  IfmgmA,  dened  to  lee 
them  «8  muds  ntd  mm  of  iiio  flsmo  nee-.  Ixk  aeoofdanoe 
with  the  rimgki  habits  ot  the  tinwi,  the  two  princes  wmt 
out  witl»al  hesHstien  to  meet  the  supposed  nevAants^  and 
had  no  sooner  rsaehed  the  plaos  of  smbnsh  than  thsj  wm 
snriouiided  Ij  Ole^'s  armed  iblowers.  ^Toa  sie  neither 
piuice%  nor  of  prmedj  hirDi/'  be  cried;  ''but  I  am  a 
pcineoy  and  this  is  tiie  aon  of  SurilL*'  As  in  these  werdh  he 
pffononnoed  their  doom,  Adchold  sad  IMr  were  fadd  dead  at 
tdslBetr 

B7  this  nebrioiis  deed  Oleg  oUained  nadkmited  poans- 
flkmofKief.  Xfaasportedwrnadiaiiationof Weonra 
""Let  Eie^''  he  exchdmed,  <'be  the  mother  of  sB  the 
BnsBim  cities  This  it  became  in  fkct,  for  nearly  three 
centuries ;  and  he  made  it  his  capital ;  not  that  he  might 
enjoy  repose  in  it,  but  because  it  was  nearer  at  hand  to  the 
€mek  empire, — a  prey  which  was  greedily  coveted  by  the 
barbarians  under  his  command. 

But  to  this  pillage  he  did  not  lead  them  till  he  had  well 
connected  his  two  capitals  hy  a  chain  of  conquests.  To  esta- 
blish this  connexion  he  first  subdued,  or  won  over,  all  the 
Slavonian,  Furnish,  and  luthuanian  tribes,  which  liad  till 
then  been  independent,  or  tributaiiea  to  the  degenerated 
Khans  of  the  eastern  Khozars. 

In  Slavonia  itself,  where  he  was  deairoua  of  fixing  his 
authority,  he  was  cautious  in  the  me  of  his  power,  and 
moderate  in  the  tributes  which  he  imposed.  He  tolerated 
nascent  Cbristianiiy^in  Kief^  and  firmly  established  these  ins 
piroil  Igor. 

But,  when  he  had  completed  the  founding  of  hia  empire, 
he  breathed  into  all  the  vanquished  tribes,  who  became  his 
subjects,  the  adventurous  and  ferocious  avidity  of  the  victors, 
which  be  had  hitherto  restrained.  Putting  himself  at  the 
head  oC  bo^  parties,,  inflaming  their  psssioaa  by  hia  mm, 
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nd  coMbining  them  in  one  and  tlie  isme  haerMB  tidnt  of 
blood,  of  gloiy^  and  of  plunder,  he  passed  with  eighty  thora- 
sftad  men,  in  two  thousand  barlcB,  the  cataracts  of  ythe 

Borysthenes,  devastated  the  Greek  empire  by  atrocious  bar- 
barities, and,  like  Xahomet,  conveyed  his  fleet  over  a  cape, 
or,  as  tiie  ciironicle  affirms,  mounted  liisyessels  on  wheels, 
nayi Grated  them  by  land  with  all  sails  set,  to  launch  them 
again  in  the  very  port  of  Byzantium  ;  he  then  fiied  his  shield 
on  the  gate  of  that  capital  as  a  trophy,  and  wrested  from  the 
emperor  an  ignominions  treaty,  and  an  enormous  ransom. 
Thus,  even  the  second  sovereign  of  Bnssia  made  himself  as 
formidable  to  the  Greek  emperor  as  hi*  successors  have 
been  to  the  sultan  of  Constantinople. 

Cleg's  Yarangian  guard,  who  seem  to  have  been  also  his 
council,  were  parties  with  him  to  this  treaty,  for  their  assent 
appears  to  have  been  reijuisito  to  give  validity  to  an  agree- 
ment affecting  the  amount  of  their  gains  as  conquerors. 
These  warriors  swore  to  the  treaty  by  their  gods  Perune 
and  Yolosa,  and  by  their  arms,  placed  before  them  on  the 
ground :  their  shields,  their  rings,  their  naked  swords,  gold 
and  steel,  the  things  they  loved  and  honoured  most.  The 
gorged  barbarian  then  departed  with  liis  rich  booty  to  Kie^ 
to  enjoy  there  an  imcontested  authority,  and  the  title  of 
Wise  Man  or  Magiekn^ mmnimonftl j  cooierred  upon  hixa  bj 
popular  admiration. 

TEight  years  after  tliis  event  Cleg  sent  ambassadors  to 
Constantinople  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  com- 
roerce  between  the  two  empires.  This  treaty,  preserved  in 
the  old  chronicle  of  JN  eator,  is  the  first  written  monument  of 
Eusaian  history,  for  all  previous  treaties  were  verbal.  It  13 
of  vake,  as  presenting  to  ns  some  customs  of  the  times  in 
which  it  was  negotiated,  and  aa  psodng  that  the  Bu^ians 
had  already  lavs.  Thoee  histomui^  tbcgeefoM^  Mre  in  an 
enoTj  who  attribvte  tiieir  fint  ham  to<  a  poBea  s  cwliuy 

pMtelMM)!  to  Qtog> 

Hew  £oiknr  aome  of  the  articles  that  veve  signed  by  liia 
BB^erei  gns  of  Constaotinopkr  mi  of  Kkixmpee^YMij  : 

II.  ^  If  a  €hreek  emamt  snj  ootnge  on  a  BuaMto,  or  a 
Boanan  on  a  Goreek^  aad  it  be  nai  si^cientlj  proved,  the 
Oii;b  of  the  accuser  diaU  be  t^cen,  and  juafciee  be  done. 

III.  ""If  A  Ba«B«i  kill  a  ChiirtiaD^ 
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BiiBrian,  the  assassin  shall  be  put  to  death  on  the  very  spot 
where  the  crime  was  committed.  If  the  murderer  take  to 
flight  and  be  domiciliated,  the  portion  of  his  fortune,  which 
belongs  to  him  according  to  lawy  shall  be  adjudged  to  the 
next  of  kin  to  the  deceased ;  and  the  wife  of  the  murderer 
fshall  obtain  the  other  portion  of  the  estate  which,  by  law, 
should  belong  to  him. 

iy«    He  who  strikes  another  with  a  sword,  or  with  anj  - 
other  weapon,  shall  pay  three  litres  of  gold,  according  to  the 
Hutiim  law.   If  he  have  not  that  sum,  and  he  amrms  it 
upon  oath,  he  shali  give  the  parly  injured  all  he  has,  to  the 
garment  he  has  on. 

y.  If  a  Bussian  commit  a  theft  on  a  Greek,  or  a  Ghreek 
on  a  Eussian,  and  be  be  taken  in  the  ffust  and  killed  by  the 
proprietor,  no  pursuit  shall  he  had  for  avengmg  his  death, 
feut  if  the  proprietor  can  seize  him,  bind  him,  and  bring  him 
to  the  judge,  he  shall  take  back  the  things  stolen,  and  the 
thief  shall  pay  him  the  triple  of  their  yalue. 

X.  ''  If  a  Kussian  in  the  serrioe  of  the  emperor,  or  tra- 
velling in  the  dominions  of  that  prince,  shall  happen  to  die 
without  having  disposed  of  his  goods,  and  has  none  of  his 
near  relations  about  him,  his  property  shall  be  sent  to 
Bussia  to  his  heirs ;  and,  if  he  have  bequeathed  ■  them  by 
testament,  they  shall  be  in  like  manner  remitted  to  the 
legatee/* 


We  see,  then,  that  the  Sussian  laws  laid  great  strsss  on 
oaths,  a  eharaeteristic  always  observable  among  people  in  a 
state  of  simplicity.  They  pronounced  the  sentonoe  of  death 
against  the  murderer,  ana  in  this  respect  were  wiser  than 
those  ancient  laws,  which,  by  inflicting  only^  a  pecmnary 
mulcts  left  the  rich  at  liberty  to  be  guilty  with  mipamty* 
Wives  had  a  part  of  the  estate  of  their  husbands.  The 
punishment  did  not  involve  the  entire  confiscation  of  goods, 
and  the  widow  and  orphan  were  not  punished  for  the  crime 
of  which  they  were  innocent.  Bobbery  which  attadcs  only 
property,  was  punished  by  the  privation  of  property,  and  the 
law  mamtained  a  just  proportion  between  the  pmlty  aiid> 
the  crime.  The  citizens,  secure  in  tbeir  possessions,  were 
under  no  apprehension  that  the  sovereign  would  seize  upon 
their  heriuige,  and  might  even  dispose  of  their  effects  in* 


taments,  the  art  of  writing  was  not  unknown  to  them. 


y,  since  the  Bussians  madetes* 
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The  names  of  the  ministers  who  negotisted  tiie  two 
treaties  of  peace  between  Greece  and  Eussia  are  preserved. 
As  noae  of  these  names  are  Slavonian,  it  appears  that  the 
Slaves  had  retained  no  share  in  the  administration:  the 
Yarangians  alone  were  in  possession  of  all  places  of  trust, 
and  the  ancient  masters  of  the  coontiy  had  <nily  to  obe^r 
tiiem, 

Oleg  governed  for  thirty-three  years  the  dominions  of  which 
he  was  only  the  trustee.  There  were  doubtless  at  that  time 
neither  laws,  nor  usages  holding  the  place  of  laws,  that  could 
•force  him  to  surrender  the  sovereign  authority  to  his  ward. 
Besides,  the  Bussians  were  averse  to  being  governed  hy 
TOUBg  princes;  a  dislike  which  for  several  centories  esta- 
blished amonff  them  the  order  of  snooession  firom  brother  to 
brother,  and  mm  uncle  to  nephew.  Properly  speaking,  says 
Earamsin,  this  prince  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  rounder  of  the 
empire's  greatness,  for  to  him  it  owes  its  finest  and  richeirf; 
provinces.  Bunk's  sway  extended  from  Esthonia,  tiie  Slave 
sources  and  the  Yolkho^  to  Bielo  Ozero,  the  mouth  of  the 
Okaandtheoityof  Bostof ;  Oleg^subjugated  all  the  countries 
from  Smolensk  to  the  Sula^  the  Xhuestr^  and  probably  to  the 
Garpal^uan  Mountains. 

It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  such  a  man  should  die  like 
an ordinaiy mortal:  amimenlons  life  must  have  a  miracu- 
lous end.  Nestor  relates  that  Oleg  had  a  favourite  horSe 
which  he  rode  constantly  till  the  soothsayers  predid^  that 
it  would  be  the  cause  of  his  death.  The  animal  was  then 
put  aside,  and  Oleg  heard  no  more  of  it  fw  some  years.  At 
last,  recoUecting  the  prediction,  he  inquired  what  had  become 
of  the  horse,  and  was  told  that  it  had  long  been  dead.  Exult- 
ing,  then,  in  the  discomfiture  of  the  sootWyers,  he  desired  to 
see  the  bones,  and  being  taken  to  the  place  where  the  skeleton 
lay,  he  set  his  foot  on  the  skull,  saying,  So  this,  then,  is  the 
creature  destined  to  be  my  death."  That  instant  a  serpent 
that  lay  coiled  up  within  the  skull  darted  out  and  gave  tiie 
prince  a  bite,  of  which  he  died. 

Igor,  the  son  of  Hurik,  was  near  forty  years  of  age  wlieii 
he  succeeded  Ole^j;  hi  913.  He  ascended  the  tlirone  uuder 
trying  circunistaiices,  for  contemporaries  and  posterity  ex- 
pect great  things  of  the  successors  of  great  princes,  and 
have  little  indulgence  for  their  short-comings.  '  The  death  of 
the  victor  revived  the  courage  of  the  van^uibhedi  and  the 
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SnrliaoB  zMod  tiie  aiandard  of  xmlt  agaiart  Eief ;  but 
Iwr  aooa  quellad  tfaem,  and  puDubed  Aem  lij  angMntixi 
ih«  irilMiia.  ^  The  UglibciMfl,  ifho  dwelt  «  the  wNrtliem 
aide  of  the  Bukpr,  eontinLded  longer  far  iUbt  liberty  against 
tibe  YojeTode  Smidd,  vhoin  Igor  had  despatchea  against 
HuasL  One  of  tiidbr  principal  towxMy  named  FireaeSskeBy 
held  oat  a  siege  of  three  years.  At  last  they  too.  wove 
siibdu^  and  made  tribataxr. 

MeanwbHe  new  ^mieB,  formidable  fiom  their  nnmbers 
and  thdr  thirst  for  pillage,  showed  themselTes  on  the  frcmiierB 
of  Bussia :  these  were  the  Petchenegans,  famous  in  tlie  Rus- 
sian, Byzantine,  and  Hungarian  annals,  firom  the  tenth  to 
the  twelfth  century.  They  were  a  nomad  people,  of  the 
TiLTcomaii  stock,  whose  only  wealth  consisted  in  their  lances, 
bows  and  arrows,  tlieir  flocks  and  herds,  and  tlick'  bwift 
horses,  which  they  managed  'v\"ith  astonishing  address.  The 
only  objects  of  their  desires  were  fat  pastures  ibr  their 
cattle,  and  lich  neighbours  to  plunder.  Aiter  their  ex- 
pult^ion  from  the  deserts  of  Saratot,  the  Peicbeneganb  tiu-ned 
westward,  extended  their  dominion  from  the  Don  to  the 
Aluta,  and  divided  their  conquests  into  eight  provinces,  four 
of  them  to  the  east  of  the  Dniepr,  between  tlio  Russians 
and  the  ILhozars,  and  four  to  the  west  of  that  river,  in  Mol- 
davia, Transylvania,  on  the  Bug,  and  about  Galicia,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Slave  tribes  dependent  on  Blief.  The 
Petchenegans  had  thought  of  sacking  Kief,  but  desisted 
from  the  attempt  on  seeing  the  formidable  nature  of  the 
resistance  they  would  have  to  encounter,  and  retired  peace- 
ably to  Bessarabia  or  Moldavia.  Thenceforth  occupying 
the  ground  between  the  Grreek  and  the  iiussian  empires, 
subsidised  by  the  one  for  its  defence,  and  courted  by  the  other 
from  commercial  motives,  for  the  cataracts  of  the  Dniepr 
and  the  mouths  of  the  Danube  were  in  the  hands  of  those 
marauders,  the  Petchenegans  were  enabled  for  more  than 
two  hundred  years  to  indulge  their  rnlmg  propoTisity  at  the 
expense  of  their  neighbours.  Having  conciuded  a  treaty 
with  Igor,  they  remaiju  d  for  fi?e  years  without  molesting 
Bussia ;  at  least  jS^estor  does  not  speak  of  any  war  with  them 
until  920,  nor  had  tradidoa  aik)rded  him  any  clue  to  the 
xiesult  of  that  campaign. 

Ibe  xeiga  of.       was  bardij  diHtingnwhed  by  any  in^- 
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ttaaSi  eveot  vatil  -tta  year  M2«  whMiy  in  imitation  of  his 

guardian,  lie  engaged  in  an  expedition  againal  Constantinople. 
If  the  chffMMflVgB  do  not  exBiggaaXe,  I^or  entered  lihe  Black 
Sea  with  ten  Aousand  barks,  ea<^  emetymg  forty  men.  The 
jnipeml  troops  being  at  a  distance^  he  had  time  to  oreinm 
and  »vage  P^yMagonia^  Pootos,  and  Bithjnia.  Nestor 
speaks  with  deep  aohorrence  of  the  ferocity  displayed  by 
the  Buaaians  ooi  tfaia  occasion;  nothing  to  which  ^icy  could 
apply  fire  or  swoid  eeeaped  their  wanton  huA  of  destnidaoB, 
eod  their  piisDiieiB  were  invambly  maanorad  in  the  neat 
atroeioaB  maimer, — enioifiedy  inpaJiedy  eut  in  psecee,  tnminil 
aliTOy  or  tied  to  atahee  to  lecve  as  butta  Ibr  the  arehfin.  Jdb 
laat  the  Greek  fleet  amnnteved  the  iEkiaaiaii  aa  it  xode  at 
anchor  near  the  IHiaroB,  jmared  for  battle  rad  oonfideiit 
of  TictOTT.  Bat.  the  temtiie  Gteek  fixe  lansched  against 
the  invaaiBra  4BtRidL  ihem  with  aoeh  dismay  idiat  they  fied  ia 
disorder  to  the  ooaats  of  Asia  Miner.  Descending  there  to 
pillage,  they  "wm  again  routed  by  the  land  irarees,  and 
esfisped  by  night  in  their  baika,  to  leae  aaany  of  them  in 
aaouier  seme  naval  defeat  By  the  eenfeasicn  of  tiie  Bae> 
aian  chaopictaa,  Igor  aearcelf  taok  baak  ^rith  Um  a  tinrd 
partefhiaaiw, 

Inatead  of  benig  diaeonraged  by  these  disaateia^  Igor 
prepared  to  lemige  tfaeoL  laMlheeoiQeeMjaBivrforQes, 
took  tiie  Fetehenegans  into  his  pay^esadapg  hostages  &r 
ihm  fidelihr,  and  again  set  out  for  Greece.  Bat  scarcely 
had  he  reached  the  mouths  of  tlie  Danube  when  he  was  met 
by  ambassadors  from  the  emperor  Bomanus,  with  an  offer  to 
pay  him  the  same  tribute  as  had  been  exacted  by  Oleg. 
Igor  halted  and  communicated  this  offer  to  Ins  chief  men, 
whose  opinions  on  the  uiatter  are  thus  reported  by  Nobtor : 
"  If  Ca3sar  makes  such  propoBals,"  said  they,  "  is  it  not 
better  to  get  gold,  silver,  and  precious  stufl's,  without  fight- 
ing? Can  we  tell  who  will  be  the  victor,  and  who  the 
vanquished?  And  can  we  guess  what  may  befal  us  at  sea? 
It  is  not  solid  ground  that  is  under  our  feet,  but  the  depths 
of  the  waters,  where  all  men  run  the  same  risks.** 

In  accordance  with  these  yiews  Igor  granted  peace  to  the 
empire  on  the  proposed  conditions,  and  the  follomng  year 
he  concluded  with  the  emperor  a  treaty,  whidi  was  in  part  a 
renewal  of  that  made  by  .0kg.   Of  the  fifty  names  attached 
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on  the  part  of  Eussia  to  this  second  treaty*,  three  are  Slave, 
the  xest  Norman. 

Igor,  being  now  advanced  in  years,  was  naturally  desirous 
€f  repose,  but  the  insatiable  cupidity  of  his  comrades  in  arms 
fonsed  him  to  go  to  war.  Erom  the  complaints  of  his  war- 
riors it  appears  that  the  Eussian,  like  the  Gkxinan  pzince8» 
foniished  weir  Paithful  Band  with  clothings  annSy  horsefly 
and  piOYisions.  "  We  are  naked,*'  Igor's  companions  and 
ffuards  said  to  him, "  while  the  companions  of  Sveneld  have 
beautiful  arms  and  fine  clothing.  Come  with  ns  and  levy 
contributions,  that  we  may  be  in  plenty  with  thee.'*  It  was 
customary  with  the  Grand-Fcince  to  leave  Kief  every  year, 
in  November,  with  an  army,  and  not  to  return  until  April, 
after  having  visited  bis  cities  and  recetved  their  tributea. 
When  the  prince's  magazine  was  empty,  and  the  annual 
contributions  were  not  sufficient,  it  became  necessary  to  fiod 
new  enemies  to  subject  to  exactions,  or  to  treat  as  enemies 
the  tribes  that  had  submitted.  To  the  latter  expedient  Igor 
now  resorted  against  the  Drevliaos.  Marching  into  their 
country  he  surcharged  them  with  onerous  tributes,  besides 
suffering  bis  guards  to  plunder  them  with  impunity.  His 
easy  success  m  this  rapacious  foray  tempted  him  to  his 
destruction*  After  quitting  tbe  country  of  his  oppressed 
tributariesy  the  thought  struck  him  that  more  might  yet  be 
squeezed  out  of  them.  With  this  view  he  sent  on  his  army 
to  Kief^  probably  because  he  did  not  wish  to  let  his  Toyevodes 
or  lieutenants  share  the  fruit  of  his  contemplated  extortionsi 
and  went  back  witii  a  small  force  among  the  Drevlians,  who» 
driren  to  extremil^,  massacred  him  and  the  whole  of  his 
guard  near  their  town  of  Eorosten. 


CfiAPTEK  XL 

THE  SEGENT  OLOA. — SVIATOSLAJ*. 

STUTOfOMf  Igor's  only  son,  and  the  first  prince  who  bm 
a  Bussian  name,  was  very  young  at  the  death  of  his  father  in 
M5.  He  had  for  tutor  the  bovard  Asmuld ;  Sveneld  com* 
inanded  the  army;  and  OIga»  the  widow  of  Igor,  aided  by 
the  counsels  of  these  eminent  men,  undertook  the  regency. 
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Her  Sismk  care  was  to  rerenge  her  Imabaod^s  death  on  the 
SreTliaoBy  who  were  now  drauning  not  onlj  of  impunitf 
Imt  of  a  great  accession  of  power»  to  be  obtained  by  the 
marriage  of  their  prince  Male  with  his  mortal  enemy  Olga. 
The  aceonnt  giren  bpr  Nestor  of  tiiis  passage  in  tiie  regent's 
history  is  strongly  tmctured  with  &ble ;  but  it  is  interesting 
as  a  record  of  traditions  based  upon  the  usages  of  the  times 
in  which  they  had  birth. 

Twenty  of  the  most  consideiable  men  among  the  Drey* 
lians,"  says  the  chronicler,  came  to  Kief,  and  said  to  Olga : 
*  "We  have  killed  your  husband,  because  he  plundered  and 
doYonred  like  a  wolf.  But  our  princes  are  good,  and  make 
our  country  thrive.  Come  and  marry  our  prince  IVIale.' 
And  Olga  replied:  *Your  proposal  seems  good  to  jnc ,  for 
after  all  I  cannot  brinp^  my  husband  to  life  again.  To-morrow 
I  will  euicTtaiti  you.  before  my  people;  return  now  to  your 
barks  J  and  wlien  my  people  eomc  to  you  to-morrow,  say  to 
them:  We  will  not  go  on  horseback  or  on  foot,  you  must 
carry  us  in  our  barks  j  and  my  people  will  carry  you  on 
their  shoulders.' 

"  Olga  had  a  wide  and  deep  pit  dug  in  front  of  a  house 
outside  the  city.  Next  day  she  went  to  that  house,  and 
sent  for  the  ambassadora.  And  they  said :  *  We  wiU  not  go 
on  loot  or  on  horseback ;  carry  us  in  our  barks.*  The  men 
of  Kief  replied :  *  We  are  your  slaves ;  our  prince  is  slain, 
and  our  princess  is  willing  to  marry  your  prince.'  The 
Drevlians,  seated  proudly  in  their  barks,  were  carried  before 
the  house  in  which  Olga  was,  and  were  flung  into  the  pit 
with  their  barks.  And  Olga  cried  to  them :  '  How  do  you 
like  your  entertainment  ?'  In  vain  they  cried,  *  Forgive  us 
the  death  of  Igor She  ordered  them  all  to  be  buried  alive, 
and  the  pit  was  filled  up. 

'"Then  Olga  sent  to  the  Drevlians,  and  said:  *  If  yon 
sincerely  wish  for  me,  send  me  men  of  the  highest  eonsidera- 
tion,  that  I  may  repair  to  you  with  honour,  and  that  the 
people  of  Kief  may  let  me  go.'  The  Dr t^vlians,  on  hearing 
this  message,  chose  the  most  eonsiderablc  men  of  their 
country  and  sent  them  to  her.  On  1  heir  arrival,  Olga  had  a 
bath  prepared,  and  sent  word  to  them:  *  Take  a  bath,  and 
then  come  into  my  presence,'   The  bath  was  heated,  the 
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PrevliaQS  entered  it  and  beean  to  batlie  ;  hut  the  doors  wcro 
then  made  fast,  tlie  liouse  was  set  oa  lire  bj  her  oici«%  ud 
they  were  all  burnt  alive. 

Again  she  sent  word  to  the  DrcfviianB :  ^  I  am  aboat  to 
repair  to  you.  G^et  ready  a  large  quantity  of  hydromel  in 
the  place  where  you  killed  my  hnrdlNyad,  that  I  may  we^ 
crrer  nis  tomb,  and  celebrate  the  trizaa  (the  fixncial  biaqiien 
in  his  honour.'  The  Drevlians  heana^  thiiy  braight  wmak 
honey  and  brewed  it.  Oiga  takmg  with  h«r  onlj  ft  small 
niun ber  of  friends  lightly  annfid,  cama  to  the  tomb  aad  wept 
Qftx  it.  Then  tike  had  a  gtest  mound  raised  over  it,  and 
when  this  was  done,  she  ordered  the  trizna  to  be  set  out, 
Then  the  J>xe7lians  began  to  drink,  and  Olga  ordered  lier 
people  to  serve  them.  And  the  Bravlians  said  to  Olga: 
are  our  friends  whom  wa  sent  to  you  ?'  She  replied : 
*  They  aie  eoming  afber  me  with  fidends  of  my  huBband.' 
And  when  the  BrerUanB  had  drank  their  fill,  she  orciefsi 
Iratfriends  to  cut  them  to  pieoes,  and  they  IdUedftro  tiMO» 
aandeftheoL" 

Setoming  to  Kief,  Olga  called  out  her  forcea  and  begaa  • 
oampaign,  tddng  her  younp  aon  witih  her,  that  be  mig^  tima 
envly  be  inured  to  anns.  Sbe  laid  warte  all  tiieeoonisj oC 
fliellrefvIianB,  and  aadoed  and  destrmd  their  towna.  At 
lairfi  aha  laid  aiege  te  their  capital,  Kerost»-^6  nanM  of 
wUdi,  signi^n^^  ^  nidkiakea  what  waa  tiie  atnie^ 
tare  of  tbs  aty,  at  leaot  at  ita  origin.  It  was,  perhaps,  bailfc 
of  more  aoilid  matenals  at  the^time  of  whndi  we  are  speakings 
hot  all  tiiQ  heuBSB  ware  atill  waoden.  This  Buagested  mgt 
Itst  stratagem  aaeEibed  to  Olga  by  the  tuaditiona  inaA  Nestor 
has  IbOowed.  I^mding  slw  ooold  not  fbro  ilie  eifyto  sn^ 
xml»,  she  sent  this  mesnge^  to<  Ae  inhabitants:  ^  Why  do 
you  hcdd  out  so  obstinately  P  All  year  other  towns  are  as 
my  power ;  -tta  rest  of  your  people  are  peaeefulty  tilling  their 
fi^ds  whilst  you  persist  in  dying  of  hunger,  xon  lum  aor 
more  to  fear  from  me;  I  hare  suf&ciently  revenged  my 
husband."  The  Drevliana  offered  her  a  tribute  of  honey  ana 
furs,  but  Olga,  with  affected  generosity,  refused  it,  and  said 
she  would  be  content  with  three  sparrows  and  a  pigeon  from 
each  house.  These  beinpf  supplied  with  alacrity,  the  im- ' 
placable  widow  let  them  all  loose  in  the  evening  with  lighted 
matches  tied  to  their  tails.   The  birds  flew  back  tu  their 
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Mte  ai  the  town^  sad  cotuw^entlj  set  it  cm  iiv  in  # 
ftouEaad  plaees^  The  inhaUtante  escajied  the  fl«M8  fuitr 
to  Hull  unoer  the  wordBof  the  betiegere.  The  prinee  and  aU 
40  pfnuapal  men  peiiehed  in  the  mafleacre ;  but  fm  pfi- 
eonera  were  made,  and  onlj  the  loweat  of  the  populace  wera 
kfb  alive  to  limg^iah  tinder  heavy  impoiitionB* 

Mter  chaatiBmg  the  Sxerliana  the  regent  mited  the 
northern  port  of  her  dominions,  reguhted  the  oontributions, 
divided  the  lands  into  bailiwicfcs  snd  eommones,  built  towns 
md  villages,  and  marked  her  route  by  many  other  measures 
that  did  honour  to  her  administrative  capacity.  It  was 
probably  at  this  time  that,  by  certain  privileges  bestowed  on 
lier  native  town  of  Pskof,  she  laid  the  foundation  of  its 
greatnest^,  and  enabled  it  to  become  tlie  capital  of  an  im- 
portant proviiK^e. 

ThouGfh  idolatry  continue  d  to  be  the  prevailing  religion  of 
EiUSSia,  Cliristiaiiity  liad  ronstantly  gained  ground  in  Kief 
since  the  baptism  of  Askhold  and  Dir.  The  treaty  con- 
cluded between  Igor  and  the  Greeks  gives  manifest  proof 
that  Christians  were  not  only  tolerated  in  the  Bussian 
capital,  but  were  in  aU  respects  on  a  footing  of  equality 
with  their  Pagan  countrymen.  Olga  became  desirous  of 
embracing  their  religion,  and,  in  order  to  do  so  in  a  more 
august  manner,  she  went  to  Constantinople  to  be  instructed 
and  baptised  by  the  patriarch  (a.d.  955).  The  imperial 
throne  was  then  filled  by  Constantine  Porphyrogeneta^ 
who  lias  himself  left  us  a  detailed  account  of  the  honours 
paid  to  the  Kussian  princess  on  that  occasion.  It  was  the 
emperor  himself  who  led  Olga  to  the  baptismal  font  and 
gave  her  the  name  of  Helena. 

Ol£?a*s  example  was  followed  by  few  of  her  subjects. 
"Would  you  have  me  be  a  laughmg-stock  to  my  friends  ?*' 
was  Sviatoslaf's  reply  to  the  pious  exhortations  of  his 
mother.  He  prohibited  none  from  beinnf  baptised  who 
would  :  but  he  took  no  pouiB  to  ccmceal  his  coutenipt  for 
Christians,  whom  he  looked  upon  aa  cowards,  groiindiug  his 

opinion,  perhaps,  on  the  general  character  oi  the  Greeks  ai 

his  day. 

It  is  not  precisely  known  at  wliat  time  Sviatoslaf  took 
the  reins  of  government  in  hi  a  own  liand  ;  but  the  most 

yobabie  opinion  is^  that  they  were  remitted  to  him  bj  hia 
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Siother  at  her  departure  for  Constantinople.  Before  we- 
follow  bim  in  his  battles  we  will  consider  him  for  a  moment, 
ill  Ills  ordinaiy  course  of  life,  which  was  that  of  the  ancient' 
Scjthiaas,  of  several  of  the  Tatar  hordes,  and  indeed  of  moat; 
nations  in  j^rimitiye  times. 

Though  in  the  earlier  years  of  his  reign  do  not  find 
that  he  had  any  war  to  carry  on,  his  first  care  was  to  collect 
an  army,  less  formidable  for  its  numbers  than  for  the- 
ferocious  courage  of  its  soldiers.  Lookine  upon  a  palace  aa. 
nothing  better  than  a  prison,  he  made  the  camp  nis  only 
abode.  His  troops,  in  their  frequent  and  mpid  movements^ 
were  followed  by  no  kind  of  baggage ;  and  the  prince  ie» 
fused  to  haye  any  himself.  Without  any  utensil  for  pie* 
paring  his  meak  or  boiling  his  yictuals,  he  contented  him* 
self  with  cutting  up  the  meat  he  ate,  and  broiling  it  himself 
upon  the  coals,  just  like  one  of  Homer^s  heroes.  But  one 
thing  which  distinguished  Syiatoslaf  from  them  was,  that 
he  frequently  lired  only  on  horseflesh.  By  this  manner  cC 
life,.xesembliug  that  of  the  Ealmuks,  he  was  enabled  like, 
them  to  cany  on  war  at  a  distance  without  any  embaarass^ 
ment  or  concern  for  the  subsistence  of  his  army ;  since  th»i 
same  animal  that  carried  the  warrior  afterwards  served  him' 
for  food.  This  hero,  who  kept  so  poor  a  table,  was  not. 
more  delicately  lodged.  He  had  no  tent;  but  braving  all. 
the  inclemency  of  the  Bussian  sky,  he  lay  on  the  hare, 
ground,  or  at  most  with  a  piece  of  the  coarsest  felt  beneath 
hiiii,  with  a  saddle  for  his  pillow  and  a  horsecloth  for  his 
covering.  It  was  with  no  common  devotion  his  soldiers 
followed  a  leader  who  shared  every  toil  and  privation  equally- 
with  the  meanest  m  the  camp.  The  nobility  of  Sviatosiaf 's 
character  is  testified  by  tlic  chroniclers.  Par  from  seeking 
the  advantages  of  unforeseen  attacks,  his  were  always  pre- 
ceded by  a  formal  declaration  of  war.  Amidst  the  odious 
treachery  of  those  barbarous  times,  the  mind  rests  with  a; 
grateful  sense  of  relief  on  this  trait  of  cliivalric  honour. 

The  banks  of  the  Oka,  the  Don,  and  the  Volga  were  the 
first  scenes  of  his  triumphs.  He  subdued  the  Viatckhos,. 
tributaries  to  the  Klian  of  the  Khozars,  then  turned  his 
victorious  arms  against  that  once  so  miglity  potentate,  de- 
feated him  in  a  bloody  battle,  and  took  his  capital,  Sarkel  or 
BielovesSy  a  city  on  the  Pon  fortifi^ed  by  Greek  engineers^ 
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'(xa>*  961).  Nestor  gives  us  no  detaOs  as  to  the  subsequent 
operations  of  the  piinee  in  that  direction^  but  contents  him- 
*8elf  with  saying  that  Sviatoshif  suhjugatod  also  the  Tasses 
and  the  Kassogs,  the  fonner  being  probably  the  Ossians  or 
Ossitiaos  of  DaghestaUi  the  latt^  the  Circassians,  whose 
country  was  called  Kassakhi  in  the  tenth  century.  At  this 
epoch,  too,  the  Bussians  became  masters  of  all  the  possessions 
of  the  Khozars  on  the  eastern  coasts  of  the  sea  of  Azof,  and 
Sviatoslaf  was  able  to  secure  these  remote  conquests  by  an 
easy  communication  between  Tmutarakan  and  Kief  by  way 
of  the  Black  Sea  and  ilio  Dniepr.  Thencefortli  tiie  Khozars 
appear  no  more  in  history. 

Opportunity  for  a  still  niore  important  conquest  was  fur- 
nished by  the  repeated  incursions  of  the  Hungarians  upon 
the  Greek  territory,  and  the  secret  succours  afforded  them 
by  the  Bulgarians,  the  treacherous  allies  of  the  empire. 
Nicephorus  Phocas  implored  against  the  latter  the  aid  of 
Byiatoslaf,  and  purchased  it  by  subsidies.  There  was  no 
difficulty  in  engaging  in  such  an  enterprise  a  prince  who  was 
ever  in  quest  of  battles.  Sviatoslaf  entered  the  Danube 
with  a  fleet  containing  sixty  thousand  men,  took  all  the 
towns  belonging  to  the  Bulgarians,  and  seeing  himself  thus 
master  of  ancient  Moesia,  resolved  to  transfer  thither  the 
Beat  of  his  empire  to  the  city  of  Pereiaslavetz,  now  Tamboiy. 
Meanwhile  he  had  nearly  lost  his  family  and  his  ancient 
capita. 

The  Petclienegans  had  taken  advantage  of  the  absence  of 
the  valorous  Grand-Prince  toinvadeiiussia  for  the  first  time, 
and  had  laid  siege  in  great  force  to  Tvief  (a.d.  968),  where  the 
princess  Olga  was  with  her  grandchildren.  The  only  succour 
that  could  be  looked  for  was  from  a  Hussian  commander 
named  Prititch,  wlio  was  posted  on  tlie  other  side  of  the 
Dniepr;  but  his  army  was  small,  and  he  could  have  no  com- 
mimication  with  the  town,  w^hich  was  nearly  reduced  by 
famine.  At  last  a  daring  young  warrior,  who  spoke  the 
langua^  of  the  besiegers,  undertook  to  convey  intelligence 
to  Prititch.  Leaving  the  city  with  a  bridle  in  his  hand,  he 
went  straight  to  a  fffom  of  Petchenegans,  and  asked  had 
they  seen  his  horse.  Tne  FetcheneganB  thinking  he  was 
<  tme  of  their  own  people,  offered  him  no  impediment,  and  did 
•not  diseorer  their  mistake  till  he  had  pluoged  inl»  the  xim 
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Ittd  was  swimming  rapidly  to  the  o^pMte  ink.  The 
AVOWS  they  shot  fibber  liim  missed  their  mark,  and  a  boal; 
waatmxb  by  Jus  eemtvymeoi  took  him  on  bowd.  ftiititch, 
laaiEBiiig  from  tine  envoy  that  the  £ieyiaiDB  wete  on  the  poini; 

of  surrendering,  leaolvcd  to  run  all  haeards  to  save  at  least 
the  fimily  of  £is  sovereigii*  At  daybreak  next  morning  tte 
beni^geni  saw  tbo  Pniepr-QDvened  with  Eussisn  barks,  a4> 
yancing  to  the  sound  of  tmn^ets,  which  were  answred  by 
loud  shouts  of  joy  from  1^  town.  Bebevinff  that  it  was 
teiErible  Bviatoalaf  eoming  in  peimi  to  the  idief  of  hm 
capital^  idle  Petehenmns  were  aeued  with  a  pame,  aaidi 
Kief  was  rescued.  The  prince  of  Betohan%ans  pes- 
eeired  the  small  number  of  tiie  enemy,  but^  dunt  not  en* 
cemnter  them.  He  zeijiieated  an  interyiew  witii  the  BuaaiaR 
ypyerode,  and  ad»d  him  if  he  was  the  Gfand-Erinoe. 
tikih  adroitly  replied  that  he  was  only  the  oonunander  «C 
ftnatoslaf 's  vanguard,  and  that  he  Idnuelf  was  adwusmg 
vith  A  fofsoddaUe  army.  Tbe  two  courteoiu  enemies  ^» 
changed  gifts  at  parting,  like  GHaucus  and  Diomedey  on  tlai 
prinee's  part  his  wniitac,  hia  arrowsi  and  Us  hone ;  on  tiM 
▼oyenode^Sy  his  bnekler,  ouirase,  and  aword ;  and  the  Feteh»* 
nwan  raisad  the  siege  and  retired  with  his  troops. 

Btiatoslaf  luystoied  back  &om  Bul^nria  on  hearing  of  tibe 
invasion  of  his  own  doxninions,  and  restored  peace  to  them 
by  defisatimg  the  Petchenegans,  and  driving  them  back  over 
the  frontier.  His  mother  died  soon  after  at  an  advanced 
age, — a  woman,  says  Karamsin,  whom  tradition  has  charac- 
tmsed  as  crafty  and  deceitful,  tlie  cluirch  as  a  saint,  and 
history  as  a  wise  and  able  ruler.  Her  deaili  removed  what 
to  Sviatoslaf  seemed  the  only  obstacle  to  the  execution  of 
liis  ill-advised  scheme  of  traiiaf erring  the  seat  of  empire  to 
the  banks  of  tlie  Danube.  He  told  his  boyars  "  tliai  he 
preferred  Pereiasla-Tet/  as  a  residence  to  Kief;  the  Bulgarian 
capital  was,  in  a  manner,  the  centre  of  the  riches  of  nature 
and  of  art ;  the  Greeks  imported  thither  gold,  textile  fabrics, 
wine  and  fruits  ;  the  Bohemians  and  the  Hungarians  biiver 
and  horses;  and  the  Eussians  furs,  wax,  honey,  and  slaves." 

Before  he  set  out  on  his  second  expedition  to  Bulgaria 
(a.d.  970),  he  conferred  on  his  son  Taropolk  the  govern- 
ment of  Kief,  gave  the  country  of  the  Drevlians  to  Oleg  his 
seoond  mm^  and  sent  to  iS^o^gorod  Ykdimiz^  a  natoai.  aqoi 
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iKxrn  to  him  by  MalusJia,  one  of  Olga's  «htomt»i»«  That 
jMmfcBdaf  nw  iki^  &a/b  viio  intaodneed  tke  custom  of  ba^ 
rfiowmg  prarate  ^fiaoages  on  tiie  prineeft  o£  the  blood;  a 
jwrmcioiMi  eiulKnny  idbieii  ofiben  teou^^iit  Bwh  to  tiio  bonk 
afruia. 

Hayizig  thuB  pnmdad  fior  tlie  adixiiiiistratioii  of  his  da* 
millions,  he  began  his  maidi  against  the  BulgBwns.  It 
miist  be  observed,  that  on  coming  to  the  nnmUnm  of  Xief 
he  had  brought  with  him  aU  his  fbieaa,  aad  Miaeqiientij 
abttdoned  tSs  wkole  oi  Us  ooDqueBts,  secure  of  regaiainc 
them  at  any  lams  vith  case.  Btiai  is  the  method  pamied 
by  barbsrians  in  csnying  cm.  mtt ;  sad  ali  aalioiis  hava  cmca 
been  barbanaiis. 

il^e  Bi]]gainaa  soffiarad  Sfi^ 
af  Rseiailafsts,  snd  ifaeie  roshed  upoa  him  no  lass 
tary  ittan  aaina^  Tke  Jtamm^  npcdsed,  timmsdy  a«d 
atoeaif  dsfcatedj tinrngfafc  of  Bo&ixig  bTttssQbigthsBrUyesas 
ihsr  ss  ih^  could.  Their  Urns  sesaied  now  to  increais 
ivitiithsir  amnis;  tiM  astomshed  fall  bsck,  wees 

osafiised,  dicqpened,  aad  sanendeDsd  to  Snatoskf  ba&  Ute 
^etoiy  and  their  town ;  sad  ha  mis  once  asote  auuter  cf 

la  tba  -mssn  time  Naoephorns  was  aasaflDnatsd  hy  Jokn 
SBwiisses,  who  aneeeeded  lum.  The  new  emponir  saw  iHuli 
an  anor  Ua  nedaesBsor  had  committed  in  sliming  Oa 
SnssianB  to  tne  banks  of  the  Danube ;  for  the  damig  aad 
warlike  SriafxiBlaf  was  a  &r  fonaidsbla  neighboar  than 
iiie  Bulgarians.  Zimisces  consequently  sumaMmed  Swi^ 
toslaf  to  eracuate  his  conquest  in  pursoanoe  of  the  tnaty 
condudad  with  Nicepboros.  The  Bussian  prince  haughtily 
refeised  compliance,  and  told  the  emperor's  envoys  that  he 
would  sooR  bo  in  Constantinople,  and  would  drive  the  Greeks 
into  Asia-.  To  this  breach  of  trcLity  the  lYUSssians  were  in- 
cited hv  iL  patrician  iiained  Kalukir.  It  was  he  who  had 
treated  with  them  in  the  name  of  ^siccphorus  ;  and,  having 
formed  the  intention  to  employ  their  aiina  in  order  to  raise 
himself  to  the  imperial  throne,  he  thought  their  aid  nob 
dearly  purchased  by  the  reiinquishnient  of  Bulgaria.* 

TLki  Greek  emperor  prepared  to  open  the  campaign  at  tiie 

*  Script.  Hist.  Bj'^aaU 
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return  of  spring ;  and  Sviatoslaf,  in  order  to  be  a  match  for 

him,  joined  to  his  own  troops  the  subjected  Petchenegana, 
Hungarians,  and  Bulgarians,  and  thus  had  the  command,  it 
is  said,  of  three  hundred  thousand  men.  He  made  an  in- 
cursion into  Thrace,  burnt  and  ra^  aged  whatever  he  met, 
and  setup  his  camp  before Adrianople ;  but  he  was  defeated 
bj  a  stratagem  of  the  commandant  of  that  town. 

The  Russians,  however,  remained  masters  of  Pereiaslavetz ; 
and  Zimisces  marched  against  them  himself  the  following 
year.  The  city  was  taken  by  assault ;  but  eight  thousand 
JR-Tissians  threw  themselves  into  the  royal  citadel.  It  was 
held  to  be  impregnable;  but  the  besiegers  succeeded  in 
setting  it  on  fire.  No  resource  being  left  to  the  wretches 
within,  many  of  them  leaped  from  iha  summit  of  the  rock, 
the  greater  part  perished  in  the  flames,  and  the  remainder 
were  carried  into  captivity.  The  Bussian  prince  had  not 
shut  himself  up  in  Pereiaslavetz  :  aftiieted  though  not  de- 
sponding at  the  loss  of  the  city,  he  kept  the  field  with  some 
troops,  and  exhibited  a  dreadful  example  of  ferocity,  by 
causing  three  hundred  Bulgarians  to  ba  slain  of  whose  £de- 
lity  he  entertained  some  suspicions. 

The  emperor  followed  up  his  victory,  and  made  himself 
master  of  seyeral  towns.  Durostole  on  the  Danube  was  the 
moat  considerable  of  those  that  yet  remained,  and  it  was 
easy  to  foieiee  that  the  Qreeka  would  lose  no  time  in  ocmi- 
mencing  the  eiege  of  it. 

Accordmglyi  after  an  obstinate  combat,  in  which  the 
ItusBians  were  at  last  repulsed,  it  was  blockaded  by  land  and 
hj  aea.  The  scarcity  of  provisions  in  the  city  was  increas- 
ing from  day  to  day ;  but  the  Bussians,  though  oantinnallj 
more  haraBsed,  showed  no  abatement  of  courage :  they  made 
frequent  sortieSy  which  only  added  to  their  losses ;  and 
Sviatoslafi  in  one  of  these  fights,  with  difficulty  escaped  cap- 
tivi^. 

Mis  counsellors  advised  him  to  sue  for  peace ;  bat  he  pre- 
ferred death  to  any  degree  of  submission.   He  ordered  a 

general  sortie  to  be  made  the  next  day ;  and  having  no  hope 
at  in  victory,  he  forbade  any  return,  and  ordered  the  gates 
to  be  shut  as  soon  as  the  soldiers  were  out  of  the  town. 
His  commands  were  executed:  but,  after  the  most  obstinate 
redstaneei  the  Bussians  were  beaten,  and  Sviatodaf  wasre* 
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duced  to  the' necessity  of  applyint:^  for  peace.  This  victory 
appeared  so  important  and  so  difiicult  in  the  eyea  of  the 
Greeks,  that  they  thought  the}'  couhi  do  no  less  than  ascribe 
it  to  a  miracle.  They  pretended  that  Theodore  the  martyr 
'h&d  fought  for  them  on  a  white  horse. 

If  we  may  rely  upon  Nestor,  the  Eussiana  were  always 
victorious ;  but  more  credit  is  due  to  the  narrative  of  the 
Greeks,  as  better  agreeing  with  the  miserable  end  of  Svia- 
toslaf.  If  he  had  been  conqueror,  would  he  have  retreated 
into  Eussia  badly  attended?  Would  he  have  abandoned 
Bulgaria,  the  price  of  so  much  blood  ?  Beside^  what  the 
Bussian  chronicle  relates  of  the  treaty  of  peace  proves  to  a 
<!ertaiiitj  that  Sviatoslaf  was  vanquiahed,  for  all  ita  atipuku 
turns  are  in  favour  of  the  empire  alone. 

By  Neator'a  aoooimt,  Sviatoslaf,  the  victor,  had  only  ten 
thousand  men.  According  to  the  historians  of  Byzantium, 
Sviatoslaf,  the  vanquished,  had  three  hundred  thouaand  men 
before  Adbrianople,  and  again  three  hundred  thousand  in  the 
battle  near  Durostole.  It  may  be  suppoaed  that  the  Greeks 
were  desirous  of  iucreaaing  their  fame,  by  exaggerating  the 
forcea  of  their  enemy,  and  that  Sviatoalaf,  who  had  brought 
few  troops  out  of  Eussia,  found  his  army  increase  on  the  way 
by  the  junct  ion  of  all  those  barbaiiana  whom  the  hope  of  plun- 
der would  allure  to  his  standard.  The  same  may  oe  aaid  of 
the  diyera  nationa  that  ruined  the  Boman  empire :  each  of 
them  aeemed  exceedingly  numenraa  when  engaged  in  actum, 
becauae  a  crowd  of  other  natioiia  took  part  in  ita  enters 
piiae. 

In  short,  "whctlicr  victor  or  vanquished,  Sviatoshaf,  very 
badly  attended,  regained  the  road  to  liia  ancient  territories. 
It  was  to  no  purpose  that  Svcneld,  Igor*s  illustrious  voye- 
vode,  represented  to  him  the  danger  of  going  up  the  Borys- 
theues:  he  embarked.  The  Petehenegans,  being  informed 
by  the  Bulgarians  of  the  route  he  luid  taken,  waited  for  him 
near  the  rocks,  by  which  the  famous  cataracts  of  that  river 
are  formed.  The  autumn  being  far  advanced  when  he  arrived 
near  that  spot,  he  was  obliged  to  pass  the  winter  there,  and 
had  to  experience  all  the  horrors  of  famine.  On  the  return 
of  spring  he  attempted  to  open  himself  a  passage  through 
the  ranks  of  his  enemies,  but  was  defeated  and  killed ;  and 
his  akoU,  ornamented  with  a  circle  of  gold,  was  used  as  a 
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goblet  by  the  prinoe  of  the  Petchenegang.  Only  a  small 
Teninant  of  the  KuBsian  army  escaped  under  the  eonimand  of 
Byeneld,  to  Imng  to  Kk£  HtnQ  xksrwB  of  their  intrepid  prmee' J 
death. 

Sviatoslafs  overtlirow  was,  after  all,  a  fortunate  event  for 
the  Bussian  empire.  Kief  was  already  a  suiUcicntlv  eecentric 
capital;  liad  Sviiitoslaf  established  the  seat  (jf  f^overnment  on 
the  Danube^  his  successor  would  have  gone  still  further ;  and 
iRurik,  instead  of  hemg  the  founder  of  a  mighty  empire, 
would  have  been  nothing  more  than  the  principal  leader  of 
one  of  those  vast  but  transient  irruptions  of  the  northern 
barbarians,  which  often  ravaged  the  world  without  leaving 
behind  any  permanent  trace  of  their  passase.  But  in  the 
Qxeek  empe^r  Zimisces,  Sviatoslaf  mJTwitTa  hero  as  peiv 
tiBadbuB  as  himself,  and  with  far  more  talemt,  and  the 
Bussians,  driven  back  within  the  limits  of  £oBii%  weie  eoai» 
priled  to  establiah  tfaemaelYes  tiieve. 


CHAPI£&IIL 

TABOPOLK: — YLADiMlR — RUSSIA  CHRISTIANISED. 

Afteb  Hie  death  of  Sviatoslaf,  Yaxopolk  reigned  in  Kie^ 
(Heg  in  the  eountry  of  the  Dserliaiifi,  and  Tladsaiir  in  Nor- 
goMMl.  The  ifioiuirdiical  power  emted  sowiieie  m  tlie 
state ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that  Yaropolk  had  any  avHio- 
vfy  over  tikB  appanages  a£  his  broliherB.  The  e&ots  of  this 
ftxtiHtm  of  the  empire  were  soon  dispiajed  in  the  dvil  war 
whieh  faroke  out  in  977.  Its  mofcigatoir  was  the  odiebcated 
VGjeffodiB  Sveneldy  &e  eoapamon  in  ams  •of  Igor  and 
Smtoshf.  He  had  to  levaoce  en  Ohg  the  muvder  ef  his 
SOD,  shun  that  pnnee»  who  had  found  him  hwitiBg  en  his 
tsiritory;  and  to  this  caid  he  indiaeed  Ya»mo^ 
an  Oleg,  and  ze-nnite  the  conntij  of  the  JDrevliaas  to  tiio 
dowiiMOiMi  of  Kief.  The  annies  of  the  two  bnotiieni  »et; 
thst  of  Oleg  was  deliaated,  and  he  himielf  jporiAad  in  his 
^ht  1^  the  Imaging  down  of  a  bridge  thraiged  wiih  fiagU 
tii?es«  The  vietipr£Qi^hutriiunph  in  grief  fbr  his  b^ 
ff^.  He  shed  tean  over  the  lifeless  remains  of  OI&q^  mi 
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feufeed  his  remcniie  m  fiiiMimtn  ftoeottttoBB  agaiaife  Unfldff 

Tladimir,  pmnse  of  liToYgorod,  now  beeune  ahrmed  iSB 
iOfWR  Misfty^  nd  eroBBuog  m  lea  took  refuge  with  tbe  Tann* 
OKUL  YftEopoiLk  «Biit  bk  mreYodes  to  tdne  powMODion  of 
iQie  territoiy  afaSmdoaidd  by  lis  biothfir«  and  thus  boeome 
■owcrdgn  martflr  of  aUBumu 

l£eiiiwlii]e»  tbon^  s  fugitive,  wi&ont  donmins  and  witb- 
«iib  fliB  army,  Yladimir  imer  mioiiiieed  tho  design  of  zeoo- 
▼OEmg  and  aggraadiaiag  Im  power*  Burixig  tJno  two  yoaxB 
Jbo  semained  anon^  tho  Taxaiig^iBiis,  tho  oomiti^iiioii  of  bia 
noeatoxB,  he  parti^^palaod  in  tb  dannp;  enterpnaea  of  tboae 
Nomaia  tildiigar  wadso  flags  swept  all  tho  seas  of  JBurope* 
Aii  las(^  baiving  asaeiDblod  a  large  iotoo  of  Yaraugiaji  adyen* 
tnrers,  he  returned  to  Novgorod,  and  droye  out  Yaropolk's 
leoyevodes,  bidding  them  teU  his  broths  l^at  he  should  see 
him  soon  at  £ae£ 

Eogvolod,  a  Varangian,  who  ruled  in  Polotsk,  whether  by 
right  ol"  conquest,  or  by  grant  from  Rurik,  had  a  daus^liter 
named  lv.o<iucda,  of  irreai  beaut v,  ah^eadv  betrothed  to  Taro- 
polk.  Yladimu*,  who  Avas  ])re[)ariug  tu  seize  lus  brother's 
throue.  resolved  ako  to  wrest  trom  liira  his  intended  consort. 
Accordingly,  he  sent  ambassadors  to  Polotsk  to  demand  tlie 
hand  of  tiio  princess ;  but  she  rejected  him  with  disdain. 
"I  will  never,"  said  she,  "  uuboot  the  son  of  a  slave;"  for 
Vladimir*B  mother  was,  as  we  have  said,  one  of  Olga's  at- 
tendants. It  was  at  that  time  the  custom  for  brides  to  pull 
off  the  boots  of  their  spouses  on  the  wedding  night.  The 
vindictive  Tladmnr,  on  receiving  this  insulting  answer, 
marched  against  the  prince  of  Polotsk,  defeated  him,  killed 
him  and  his  two  sons,  and  forced  the  young  princess  to 
receive  his  liaac^  yet  reeking  with  the  blood  of  her  fomily* 
After  this  horrible  vengeance  he  advanced  towards  Kief, 
where  Taropolk  shut  himself  up  without  venturing  to  risk  a 
battle.  A  villain  named  Blude,  a  voyevode  of  Yaropolk's, 
loaded  with  his  bounties,  but  alreadv  sold  to  Vladimir,  con- 
trived  to  hdl  his  prince  into  a  profound  security.  The  town 
was  naturally  strong,  and  the  inhabitants  were  faithful  to 
their  sovereign.  The  traitor  Blude,  perceiving  this,  found 
means  to  raise  suspicions  in  the  breast  of  his  maater  against 

tliai  ffl^'^^^f*"*  oi        fflufi  poDUMkded  hjv^  to  tako  flighty  whilo 
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it  was  yet  in  his  power,  if  he  would  avoid  being  delivered 


hj  their  prince,  were  obliged  to  admit  his  rival. 

Tsropolk,  pursued  bv  his  brother,  was  blockaded  in  his 
newretreat  at  Bodnia,  which  became  aprejrto  the  horrora  of  a 
famine  so  dire,  that  its  memorjr  has  passed  into  a  common 
Bussian  proverb.  What  was  even  worse,  his  ear  was  still  beset 
hj  the  wretch  who  had  obtained  his  confidence  for  the  sake  of 
betraying  it.  He  might  have  found  an  asylum  among  the 
Petchenegans ;  but  he  chose  rather  to  repair  to  Kief  and 
throw  himself  into  the  hands  of  Tladimir,  by  whose  orders 
he  was  murdered  in  their  father^s  pslace.  Such  was  the  sad 
end  cf  Sviatofllaf 's  eldest  son  after  a  reign  of  seven  years, 
four  of  them  as  prince  of  Eie^  and  three  as  monarch  of  all 
Bnssia. 

The  wife  of  Taropolk  was  a  Greek  nun  of  great  beanfy, 
taken  captive  by  Sviatoslaf,  and  given  by  him  to  the  eldest  of 
his  sons.  She  happened  to  be  pregnant  when  Yaropolk  was 
killed,  and  was  compelled  to  share  the  bed  of  her  husband's 

murderer.  Vladimir  immediately  acknowledged  the  child  in 
her  womb  :  it  was  the  miscreant  Sviatopolk,  who  was  bom  to 
visit  on  the  sons  of  him  wlio  adopted  him  the  guilt  of  his 

father's  murderer, 

JN'ext  to  the  Varaiigiaiis,  it  was  to  Bliide,  the  false  friend 
of  Yaropolk,  that  Vhidniiir  was  indebted  for  his  nefarious 
Buccesses.  Accordingly,  lor  three  days  be  showed  the  traitor 
great  honour,  and  accumulated  the  prime  dignities  on  Ins  head. 
But  that  term  being  elapsed :  "  I  have  fulfilled  my  promise/' 
said  he ;  "I  have  treated  tliee  as  my  friend ;  thy  honours 
exceed  thy  most  sanguine  wishes  :  to-day,  as  judge,  I  con- 
demn the  traitor  and  the  assassin  of  his  prince."  Having  ut- 
tered these  words,  he  put  Blude  to  death.  * 

The  Varangians  had  reinstated  Vladimir  on  tlue  throne  of 
Novgorod,  and  had  followed  him  against  his  brother :  on  this 
plea  they  thought  they  had  the  right  to  require  that  he  should 
oblige  the  inhabitants  of  Kief  to  pay  them  a  tribute.  Vla- 
dimir, being  at  that  time  not  sufiiciently  strong  to  venture 
upon  offending  them  by  a  downright  refusal,  amused  them 
by  promises,  until  he  had  put  himself  in  a  condition  to  be 
afraid  of  them  no  longer.  Upon  this  they  narrowed  their 
demands,  and  asked  only  permission  to  go  and  seek  their  fbV' 


into  the  hands 


brother.   The  inhabitants,  deserted 
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tone  in  G-reece.  He  gladly  complied  with  their  request,  re* 
tained  the  boldest  of  them  in  his  service,  and  privily  adverfciaedc 
the  emperor  of  the  departure  of  the  test,  praying  him  to. 
cause  tuem  to  be  arrested,  and  to  disperse  them  in  serenil 
parts  <tf  his  dominions,  that  they  might  be  incapacitated  firam 
causing  danger  either  to  Bussia  or  to  the  empire. 

i^r  he  had  thus  consolidated  bis  power,  Yladimir  displayed 
great  zeal  for  the  honour  of  his  pagan  deities.  He  had  a  new. 
statue  of  Ferune,  with  a  siiver  ne^  erected  near  his  palaoe, 
and  other  idols  he  placed  on  the  sacred  hill.  If  remorse  for  ta^. 
tricide  had  any  share  in  bis  motives  fc»r  propitiating  the  gpds, 
at  least  there  was  nothing  ascetic  in  his  piety.  Besides  six. 
wives,  by  whom  he  had  tiiose  twelve  sons  among  whom  be. 
partitioned  the  empire,  this  lascivioas  despot  had  in  several 
towns  establishments  of  concubines,  amounting  in  all  to  eighty 
hundred.  He  did  violence  with  impunity  to  his  female, 
subjects,  though  this  is  the  rock  on  wbich  tyrannies  usually 
split,  and  no  ^e  or  maid  of  any  attraction  was  safe  from, 
the  lust  of  this  second  Solomon,  as  Nestor  calls  him. 

He  loved  war  no  less  than  women.  He  forced  back  to 
obedience  all  those  tributary  nations  that  had  revolted  after; 
the  death  of  Sviatoslaf,  and  he  brought  others  under  the- 
yoke.  He  reco\  cred  from  rvlitchislaf,  king  of  Poland,  Oleg's 
conquests  lu  Gallicia,  wliicli  had  been  lost  ai^aiii  under  the 
reign  of  the  weak  Yaropolk.  He  made  hmisclf  master  of  tha 
country  of  the  Tatviagucs,  between  Lithuania  and  Poland, 
and  of  all  Livonia ;  and  waged  successful  war  on  the, 
people  of  eastern  Bulgaria,  whose  country  corresponded: 
nearly  to  the  present  government  of  Kazan. 

Yladimir  resolved  to  return  thanks  to  the  gods  for  the 
success  they  had  granted  to  his  arms,  by  offering  them  a 
sacriEcc  of  the  prisoners  of  war.  Hia  courtiers,  more  cruel 
in  their  piety  than  c\  en  their  prince,  persuaded  him  that  a 
victim  selected  from  hia  own  people  would  more  worthily 
testify  his  gratitude  for  these  signal  dispensations  of  Heaven^ 
The  choice  fell  on  a  young  Varangian,  the  son  of  a  Christian, 
and  brought  up  in  that  faith.  The  unhappy  father  refused 
the  victim  :  the  people,  enraged  at  what  they  deemed  an  in- 
sult to  their  prince  and  their  religion,  stormed  the  house,, 
and  murdered  both  father  and  son.  They  have  been,  ca- 
nonised by  the  Bussian  church  as  its  only  martyrs.. 
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liesto/s  cbronicle.  Bogneda  had  ^CHrgiTen  Vladimir  the 
mirder  of  her  father  and  her  brothers,  biit  could  not  forgive 
Ub  infidelities*  The  Grand-Frince,  having  pntfened  other 
women  to  her,  had  turned  the  imftirtansAe  pnneasswtof  Uor 
palaee.  One  day,  when  he  had  gone  to  aee  her  in  her  lonely 
flliede  on  the  banks  of  t&e  LiMa^  near  Kief,  he  ftll  toA 
asleep,  and  Bmeda  tiiooeht  to  seize  that  opportautrta 
stab  mm,  but  viadimir  woke  in  time  to  present  the  blow. 
Besolving  to  execute  vengeance  upon  her  wit^his  own  hand, 
he  order^  her  to  put  on  her  weadin^  attire,  and  await  her 
death  on  a  samptuoas  bed  in  her  handsomest  apartmeirf;. 
She  obeyed ;  her  implacable  judge  entesed  the  room,  but 
Aere  he  was  met  bj  Eognedirs  young  son  ImaSat,  who,  in 
obedience  to  his  aoiother's  instraetions,  presented  Tladimir 
with  a  drawn  sword,  saying:  ^  Thou  are  not  alone,  hl^nidrl 
thy  son  will  be  witness  to  Uiy  deed," — ^  "Who  thought  of 
seeing  thee  here  ?**  said  Vladimir,  throwing  dofWn  the  sword. 
Immediately  quitting  the  place,  he  convoked  his  boyars  and 
asked  their  advice.  "  Prince,"  they  said,  "  spare  the  cul- 
prit for  sake  of  this  child,  and  give  them  for  appanage  the 
principality  which  was  Eogvolod's."  Vladimir  consented, 
Duilt  a  new  city  called  Isiaslavle,  in  the  present  goverumeut 
©f  Vitebsk,  and  thither  he  sent  liopiieda  and  her  son. 

Vladimir's  rude  greatness,  and  the  nimourti  of  his  warlike 
expioitd,  awakened  the  attention  of  neighbouring  states,  and 
made  them  desirous  of  attaching  him  to  the  religion  they 
severally  professed.  Four  of  them  contended  for  his  con- 
version. The  conquering  religion  of  Mahomet  was  recom- 
mended to  him  by  the  eastern  Bulgarians ;  the  description 
of  its  paradise  and  its  lovely  houris  fired  liis  voluptuous 
imagination;  but  he  could  not  overcome  his  repugnance  to 
circumcision  and  the  interdiction  of  wine.  "  Wine,"  he 
said,  "  is  the  delight  of  the  Bussians  ;  we  cannot  do  without 
it.**"  Catholicism,  offered  to  him  by  the  Germans,  he  dis- 
liked, because  of  its  pope,  an  earthly  deity,  which  appeared 
to  him  a  monstrous  thing;  and  Judaism,  because  it  had  no 
conntry,  and  he  thone:ht  it  neither  rational  to  take  advice 
from  wanderers  under  the  ban  of  Heav^  nor  deaiiable  to 
share  their  punishment* 
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But,  at  tlie  same  time,  Ida  attention  was  fixed  on  the 
Greek  religion,  which  his  ancestress  Olga  had  followed,  and 
"which  had  recently  been  preached  to  liim  by  a  pliiloaopher  of 
Byzantium.  He  summoned  liis  boyars,  took  their  opinions, 
and  deputed  ten  of  them  to  examine  the  reliirions  in  questioit 
in  the  countries  where  they  were  professed.  The  envoys 
went  forth  and  returned.  Mahometanism  and  Catholic iam 
they  had  seen  in  poor  and  barbarous  provinces ;  but  they 
had  witnessed  with  rapturous  adLaiiation  the  solemnities  of 
the  Greek  reli^on  in  its  magnificent  metropolis  and  adorned 
with  all  its  pomp.  Their  report  made  a  strung  impression 
on  Yladimir  and  on  the  boyars.  "If  the  Greek  religion  was 
not  the  best,"  they  said,  "  Olga  your  ancestress,  the  wisest 
of  mortals,  would  never  have  thought  of  embracing  it,"  The 
Chauid-Princc  resolved,  therefore,  to  folh^w  that  example. 

Yladimir  niiglit  easily  have  been  baptised  in  his  own 
capital,  where  there  had  long  been  Christian  churches  and 
priests  ;  but  he  disdained  so  simple  a  mode  of  proceeding  as 
imworthy  of  his  dignity.  Only  the  parent  church  could 
ftimish  priests  and  bishops  worthy  to  accomplish  the  con- 
version of  ]iimself  and  his  whole  people  ;  but  to  ask  them  of 
the  emperor  seemed  to  him  a  sort  of  homage  at  which  his 
liftugh^  soul  revolted.  He  conceived  a  project,  therefore, 
worthy  of  his  times,  bis  country,  and  himself :  namel}',  to 
make  ^\  ar  on  Greece,  and  by  force  of  arms  to  extort  instruc- 
tion, priests,  and  the  rite  of  baptism.  He  assembled  a  nu- 
merous army,  and  repaired  by  sea  to  the  rich  and  powerful 
Greek  dty  of  Kherson,  the  ruins  of  which  still  exist  near 
Sevastopol,  and  closely  besieged  it,  telling  the  inhabitants 
that  he  was  prepared  to  remain,  three  years  bedBoiethfiiriniilfr 
if  their  obstmacy  was  not  sooner  overoome. 

Howerer,  after  canning  on  the  riege  for  six  months, 
Yladimir  had  made  no  piqgrttui:  h»  was  even  threatened. 
in&  being  ob3iged  to  zaiBo  the  aege,  and  was  in  great 
danger  ci  never  becoming  a  Olunatian,  But  a  tKaitaooB* 
€>fizen,  named  Anaatoaiua^  who  appears  to  have  bean  s 
panat^  tied  a  letter  to  an  arrow,  and  shot  it  ixom  the  top  of 
the  ram{)aei».  The  Bnaaianft  leamt  b3r  this  pi^mr,  that  be* 
haidtiniir  mmp  was  a  apiingi  &om  which  the  town  derived, 
its  sole  supply  of  fresh  water  bj  8ubt6rraneonB»pipeB*  Ylflr 
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dimir  ordered  this  source  to  be  songbt  out :  it  waa  found ; 
the  water  was  diyerted  into  other  dunnels^  and  the  hoirora 
of  thirst  eompelled  the  citizens  to  surrender. 

In  consequence  of  his  Tictorjr,  Yladimir  could  now  receive 
baptism  in  the  manner  he  desu^d.  But  this  sacrament  was 
not  the  sole  objecfc  of  his  ambition :  he  aspired  to  a  union  by 
the  ties  of  blood  with  the  Caesars  of  Byzantium.  In  his 
case,  as  in  that  of  most  of  the  princes  who  adopted  Chns- 
tianity,  political  reasons  had  at  least  an  equal  mlluciice  with 
devotion  ;  and  when  Yladimir  was  baptised  in  988,  and  mar- 
ried Anna,  the  sister  of  the  Grecian  sovereit^^n,  it  was  as 
much  his  intention  by  this  match  to  acquire  a  claim  upon 
the  Greek  empue,  as  by  his  baptism  to  have  pretensions  to 
the  l^ingdom  of  heaven.  Persuaded  that  his  name  excited  too 
much  awe  to  run  any  hazard  of  a  refusal,  he  sent  to  the  em- 
perors Basilius  and  Constantino  to  demand  their  sister  in 
marriage,  threatening,  if  they  dared  to  reject  his  proposal, 
that  he  would  take  Constantinople.  After  some  delibera- 
tion, conditions  were  hazarded :  it  was  required  at  least  that 
the  Russian  prince  should  make  the  first  advance  by  becoming 
a  Christian.  At  length,  being  too  weak  to  prolong  the  alter- 
cation, the  Greek  emperors  conveyed  to  nim  the  princess 
their  sister,  who  was  by  no  means  nattered  bj  the  conquest, 
she  had  made. 

Vladimir  then  listened  to  some  catechetical  lectures,  re- 
ceived the  rite  of  baptism  and  the  name  of  Basil,  married 
the  princess  Anna,  restored  to  his  brothers-in-law  the  con- 
quests he  had  recently  made,  and  brought  off  no  other 
reward  of  his  victories  than  some  archimandrites  and  popes, 
sacred  vessels  and  church-books,  images  oi  saints  and  conse- 
crated relics. 

On  his  return  to  Kief  his  mind  was  wholly  intent  on  over- 
throwing the  idols  which  but  lately  were  the  object  of  his 
adoration.  As  Perune  was  the  greatest  of  deities  to  the 
idolatrous  Russians,  it  was  him  that  Vladimir,  after  his  con- 
version, resolved  to  treat  with  the  greatest  ignominy.  He 
had  him  tied  to  the  tail  of  a  horse,  dragged  to  the  Borys- 
thenes,  and  all  tlve  way  twelve  stout  soldiers,  with  great 
cudgels,  beat  the  deified  log,  which  was  afterwards  thrown 
into  the  river. 

Perune,  though  beaten  and  drowned  at  £ie^  without 
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working  one  miracle,  was  not  quite  so  patient  at  Novgorod. 
When  the  idol  had  been  precipitated  mm  a  bridge  into  the 
Yolkhofy  it  rose  to  the  siuface  of  the  water,  and,  throwing  a 
staff  upon  the  bridge^  cried  out  in  a  terrible  voice,  Citizens, 
that  is  what  I  leave  jou  in  remembrance  of  me."  The 
atoiy  is  preserved  in  the  chronicles  of  Novgorod ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  this  tradition,  the  joung  people  of  the  town 
were  wont,  on  the  day  which  had  been  kept  as  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  god,  to  run  about  the  streets  with  sticks  in  their 
hands  striking  at  one  another  unawares ;  but  this  custom  has 
long  ceased. 

People  in  a  low  state  of  civilisation  have  too  few  ideas  to 
acquire  a  strong  attachment  to  any  religion.  The  Bus- 
aians  ve^  easily  abandoned  the  worship  of  their  idols ;  for, 
though  YUdiimr  caused  it  to  be  published  that  those  who 
persevered  in  idolatiy  should  be  regarded  as  enemies  of 
Christ  and  of  the  pnnce,  it  does  not  appear  that  Eussia 
undmrent  any  persecutions,  and  jet  it  soon  became  Chris- 
tian: of  such  force  was  the  example  of  the  sov6rei£;n.  At 
Ejef  he  <me  day  issued  a  proclamation  ordering  au  the  in- 
habitants to  repair  the  next  morning  to  the  banks  of  the 
river  to  be  baptised ;  which  thev  joyfiHly  obeyed.  ^  If  it  be 
not  good  to  be  baptised,"  said  they,  ''the  prince  and  the 
boy^  would  never  snbmit  to  it." 

With  the  seal  of  a  new  convert,  Yladimir  now  carried  to 
excess  tiie  virtues  of  Christianity,  as  he  had  done  before  by 
the  vices  of  Paganism.  He  wasted  the  revenues  of  the  state 
in  alms,  in  pious  foundations,  and  in  public  repasts,  to  imitate 
the  love-feasts  of  the  primitive  Christians.  He  no  longer 
dared  to  shed  the  blood  of  criminals,  or  even  of  the  enemies 
of  his  country.  From  this  exaggeration,  however,  he  was 
soon  reclaimed. 

Yladimir,  in  tlie  sequel  of  liis  reic^n,  had  frequent  wars 
to  conduct,  especially  against  the  Petchenegans.  In  one 
of  the  incursions  made  by  that  people,  the  two  armiea  were 
on  the  eve  of  an  engagement,  being  separated  only  by  the 
waters  of  the  Sula,  whi(  li  tails  into  the  Dniepr.  The  hostile 
prince  advanced,  and  proposed  to  Vladimir  to  spare  the  blood 
of  their  subjects  and  decide  the  quarrel  by  single  combat  be- 
tween two  champions.   The  people  whose  soldier  should  be 
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'  vanqvaAai  ihoald  lie  bound  to  abiteia  fir  flnee  jeaa  fiom 
taking  anas  against  liie  otber.  ^ 

The  Busaian  piinoe  ^voy  £un%  aeccpted  Ae  propoBal, 
because  he  had  no  soldier  lobntt  emnigh  to  natdi  the  cham- 
pion of  the  Fetdieneganfl.  When  the  day  appointed  for  the 
combat  was  arrived,  he  was  obliged  to  solicit  a  further  delay. 
This  he  obtained,  though  without  foreseeing  what  advantage 
was  to  be  dijrived  Iroin  it ;  a  prey  to  uneasiness  and  vexation, 
he  could  scarcely  call  up  one  glimmering  hope.  He  was  in 
this  agitation  of  mind,  when  au  old  man,  who  ser^  ed  in  the 
array  with  foiir  of  Ins  isons,  came  and  told  him  lie  had  still  a 
ILilh  sou  at  home,  endowed  with  prodigious  strength.  The 
young  man  was  sent  for  in  hast^.  Being  brought  before  the 
prince,  he  desired  permission  to  make  a  public  trial  of  his 
force.  A  powerful  bull  was  irritated  with  red-hot  irons :  the 
youth  stopped  the  animal  in  his  furious  course,  knocked  him 
down,  and  tore  off  his  skin  and  flesh  by  handfuls.  This  ex- 
periment gave  the  prince  just  ground  of  hope.  The  time 
fixed  for  the  duel  arrived ;  the  champions  advanced  between 
the  two  camps,  and  the  Petchenegan  laughed  disdainfully 
on  beholding  the  apparent  weakness  of  his  beardless  adver- 
sary. But  being  presently  attacked  with  no  less  impetnosity 
thai  vigour,  and  seized  ami  crushed,  as  in  a  ^dce,  between  the 
arms  of  the  young  Eussian,  he  was  stretched  lifeless  in  tlio 
dust.  Tiie  Petchenegaus,  seeing  their  champion  fall,  were 
struck  with  terror  and  fled.  The  B-ussians,  regardless  of  their 
compact,  proflted  by  this  confusion,  pursued  them,  and  c<Hn^ 
mitted  great  slaughter. 

The  victorious  champion,  who  was  only  a  simple  currier, 
was  raised  with  his  father  to  the  rank  of  nobility,  and  gave 
his  name  to  the  town  which  the  prince  caused  to  be  built  on 
the  spot  where  the  duel  was  fought.  It  WAS  called  Pe- 
reiaslavl,  or  Victor} -town. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  the  Patch enegans,  with  whom 
the  treaty  had  been  so  badly  observed,  would  not  have  hesi- 
tated to  infringe  it  in  their  turn.  However,  they  did  not 
again  take  up  arms  till  three  years  were  at  an  ^od:  they 
then  hud  siege  to  Vassilef,  a  town  built  by  Vladimir  on  the 
Stughna.  He  endeavoured  to  succour  it ;  being  defeated  and 
woimded,  it  vras  only  by  hiding  under  a  bridge  that  h6  wred 
bis  life  (996).  In  the  foilowiiLg  year,  Yladimir  having  gone 
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"to  'Novgorod  to  collect  an  anny,  the  Petchcnegans  took  ad- 
vantage of  his  absence  to  approach  the  capital  and  lay  siege 
to  Bielgorod.  They  invested  it  so  closely  that  the  famished 
inhabitants  were  on  the  point  of  surrendering,  when,  as  the 
old  chronicler  tells  us,  they  were  saved  by  a  ruse,  which,  to 
my  the  least  of  it,  seems  more  ingenious  than  probable.  One 
of  their  elders  had  two  wells  dug,  and  vats  let  down  into 
them,  the  one  filled  with  hydromel,  the  other  with  dough. 
This  done,  he  invited  some  of  the  Petchenegan  chief  men  to 
come  to  him,  as  if  for  the  purpost^  of  negotiating.  The  de- 
puties were  entertained  at  the  mouths  of  the  wells,  and  they, 
imagining  that  the  ground  produced  of  itself  siieh  good  food 
and  drink,  went  l)ack  and  told  their  princes  that  the  town 
could  not  be  reduced  by  lamme.  Accordin^y,  the  Petche- 
negans  raised  the  siege. 

Vladimir,  whom  fortune  almost  always  accompanied,  and 
who  Avas  rarely  deserted  by  victory,  had  his  last  days  em- 
bittered by  domestic  voxations.  Yaroslaf  his  son,  to  whom 
in  the  distribution  of  his  domains  he  had  given  Novgorod, 
refused  to  pay  the  tribute  he  owed  him  as  his  vassal,  and 
applied  to  the  Varangians  for  assistance  against  his  father. 
The  aged  Vladimir,  obliged  to  march  against  a  rebellious  son, 
died  of  grief  upon  the  toad  (a.b.  1015),  after  having  reigned 
forty-five  years.  If  we  recollect  that  he  imbrued  his  b^ds 
in  the  biood  of  his  imtheir  Yaropolk,  we  shall  not  think  his 
end  unmerited. 

This  xough-hewn  colosBtts,  koweyer,  had  great  qualities : 
if  lie  WBSt  not  always  able  to  repress  his  turbulent  neigh- 
bours, he  generally  frustrated  their  incursions.  He  caused 
deserts  to  be  deared  by  colonies  established  for  that  purpose : 
he  built  towns,  and  while  he  ^-as  rendering  his  country  more 
fiourishing,  he  tiiought  it  his  duty  to  provide  for  its  embei- 
tiihmenty  and  invited  from  Greece  acehttects  and  workmen 
eminent  for  their  skill.  By  their  means  he  raised  conve- 
nient and  substantial  ehnrcmra^  palaces,  and  other  buildings.* 
The  young  nobles  were  brought  up  in  semizuuies  midowed 

*  The  Enssian  towns  at  this  period  were  all  of  wood;  nevertheless 
many  of  them  already  indicated  considerable  opulence.  The  German 
amallst  Bittnwr,  oontemporory  with  Yladimir,  says  that  Kisf  con- 
taiaed  four  hnndfed  churches,  and  eight  great  markBti.  Adam  of 
calls  it  a  sseond  Ooostantinople. 
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by  the  prmcey  to  which  his  bounty  had  attracted  able 
masters  from  Gfreeoe.  Parents  saw  witn  horror  these  strokes 
aimed  at  ignorance,  and  the  honours  that  were  paid  to 
foreign  services.  It  was  necessary  to  use  violence  in  taking 
their  children  to  place  them  in  tbe  new  establisbments, 
where  they  were  to  be  taught  reading  and  writing,  u^oly 
arts  identified  with  sorcery. 

Vladimir,  wlio  waded  through  the  blood  of  his  brother  to 
the  throne  of  Kief,  received  from  his  nation  the  surname  of 
tbe  Great,  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  a  saint,  and  is  re* 
cognised  by  the  national  church  as  eoequal  wifh  the  Apostle$. 
He  raised  Kussia  to  its  highest  degree  of  Gothic  glozy,  but  he 
undid  ererything  by  the  partition  of  the  empire  among  seven 
cf  his  ten  sons. 

This  &ult,  however,  was  so  pertinaciously  repeated  by 
subsequent  Grand-Princes,  that  we  must  hni.  for  the  cause 
of  it  rather  in  the  manners  of  the  times,  and  the  force  of  cir- 
cumstances, than  in  the  improvidence  of  its  authors.  These 
partitions  were  indispensable.  A  dty  was  given  to  a  prince 
to  make  provision  for  one  part  of  his  expenditure ;  another 
city  for  another  part ;  there  was  no  other  means  of  providing 
for  these  objects. 

And,  besides  this,  as  the  military  leaders,  such  as  Bogvo- 
lod  of  Polotsk,  Sveneld,  and  the  dukes,  who  are  mentioned 
in  the  early  treaties  with  Byzantium,  were  possessed  of  fiefs, 
or  governments,  it  was  not  natural  that  the  princes  of  the 
blood  should  remain  without  them.  It  womd  even  have 
been  more  dangerous  to  leave  such  large  and  distant  pos- 
sessions in  the  hands  of  men  who  were  not  related  to  the 
dynasty. 

This  may  induce  us  to  believe  that  the  massacre  of  the 
family  of  Kogvolod  by  Vladimir,  and  the  bniiality  by  which 
tliat  prince  compelled  the  sole  survivin*^  heiress  to  marry 
him,  aro^o  from  the  circumstance  of  that  iamily,  which  was 
only  allie  d  to  the  Euriks,  iiaving  already  converted  Polotsk 
into  an  hereditary  fief. 

Besides,  what  could  have  been  done  with  the  Eussian 
princes  of  the  blood  r  Were  they  to  be  forced  to  live  at  the 
court,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  Grand-Prince,  without  any 
command,  and  merely  as  subjects  of  the  first  rank  ?  But,  at 
that  time,  this  would  have  been  contrary  to  the  nature 
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of  things ;  such  a  course  is  practicable  only  where  long  ex- 
perience  and  advanced  civilisation  hare  made  the  general 
interest  predommant.  Could  these  princes  be  shut  up  m 
seraglios?  There  were  none  in  Eussia;  their  existence 
there  is  impossible.  The  climate  stimulates  too  much  to 
all  kinds  of  activity ;  it  is  hostile  to  effeminacy,  and  to  a 
contemplative  life:  what  gratification  could  seraglios  pos- 
sibly afford?  They  were  fliere  looked  upon  as  intolerable 
prisons.  What,  then,  was  to  be  done  ?  Was  the  genealogical 
tree  to  be  pruned  ia  every  generation,  and  the  princes  to  be 
lopped  from  it  like  useless  branches  P  But  neither  did 
the  climate  prompt  to  such  extreme  means ;  the  spirit  of 
Christianity,  too,  which  was  then  in  all  its  fervour,  was 
r^ugnant  to  them.  TUs  spirit  had  a  much  more  powerful 
influence  over  the  thinking  people  of  the  North,  than  over 
the  iniimsskmed  people  of  the  South,  and  of  that  Bsst* 
whence  it  came,  but  where  it  could  not  remain. 


CHAPTEE  IV. 

BTIATOPOU— TlBOSLAir— KBBT  BVSSIAK  CODl^IiIBaBTIBS 

OF  mTGOBOn. 

Sytatopolk,  the  successor  of  Vladimir,  did,  however,  iu 
1015,  conceive  such  atrocities.  But,  as  a  plurality  of  wives, 
and  licentiousness  of  manners,  had  multiplied  the  princes  of 
the  blood  ;*  as,  also,  the  appanages,  and  the  vastness  of  the 
territory,  kept  those  princes  at  a  wide  distance  from  each 
other,  his  attempts  on  the  lives  of  his  brothers  could  not  be 
wmultaneously  executed.  Yaroslaf,  one  of  the  intended 
victims,  escaped,  and  by  him  Sviatopolk  was  punished. 

Vladimir's  &vourite  son  Boris,  whom  he  had  destined  to 
be  his  successor,  was  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death  en- 
gaged in 'an  expedition  against  the  Petchenegans  at  the 
head  of  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men.  Had  he  been  more 
enterprising  or  less  scrupulous,  and  complied  with  the  en* 
treaties  of  bis  soldiers,  he  might  easily  have  eiqpelled  Sviato* 

*  Witness  Sviatopolk,  who  made  no  dktmctioQ  between  bis  bastardt 
and  his  legitimate  ofikpriog. 
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polk  from  Kief.  But,  he  rejected  the  advice  of  his  army, 
deciarmg  it  to  be  but  just  that  the  eldest  brother  shouid 
succeed  to  the  paternal  throne.  The  consequence  of  this 
generosity  was,  that  tho  army  forao  )k  liini,  and  the  assas&ins 
commissioned  by  his  ] brother  despatched  him  in  hia  tent. 
Two  more  of  the  brothers  met  a  siiailar  iikte ;  and  all  the 
rest  had  the  same  to  apprehend. 

But  Yaroslaf,  the  prince  who  had  received  IN'ovgorod  for 
his  portion,  aided  bj  his  subjects,  hurled  the  fratricide  from 
the  throne.  Sviatopollc  then  iled  to  his  fhther-in.law  Bolefi- 
las,  kinof  of  Poland,  and  added  to  Ids  crimes  by  layin*^  open 
the  heart  of  his  country  lor  the  lirst  time  to  the  attacks  of 
the  Poles.  Poleslas  defeated  Ynroslaf  on  the  Bog,  took 
Kief,  and  replaced  his  son-in-law  on  the  throne  (a.d.  1018); 
But  then  the  monster,  thinking  his  sway  iirmly  established, 
attempted  to  rid  himself  of  his  allies  by  massacre, — a  treachery 
which  they  sufficiently  revenged  by  abandoning  him  to  his 
own  resources,  after  plundering  his  capital.  Yaroslaf  had 
meanwhile  carried  the  news  of  his  own  defeat  to  NoYgorody 
and^  disconxaged  by  his  misfortunes,  was  preparing  to  cross 
the  sea  and  seek  refuge  with  the  Yaran|;ianB,  when  the 
Kovgorodians  gave  him  a  fresh  proof  of  their  attechment  hj 
dflBtosying  tho  ships  that  were  to  convey  ,Mm  awi^,  ana 
raising  funds  by  voluntary  contiibutionB  in  order  to  eng^ige 
anziliarieB  for  his  service.  Once  more  he  inarched  agunst 
Sviatopolk,  and  defeated  him  in.  desperate  battle  on.  the 
very  spot  where  Boris  had  been  murdered.  The  fratricide 
deserted  his  army  before  the  fight  was  ended,  to  die  of  fbar 
whilst  flying  from  the  avenging  sword  of  Yaroslaf. 

Of  1^  nine  earlieB^  princes  of  this  first  dynasty,  Xarosiaf 
was  the  fifth  great  man.  His  reign  began  by  the  swnrd; 
but  it  was  not  vdth  the  splendour  of  the  sword  that  it  was 
to  shine.  Yet,  with  a  sin^e  blow,  he  destroyed  the  Fetche* 
negans.  It  is  known^  too,  that  he  made  himself  felt  by 
Finhokdy  Livoxna»  Idtfauania,  and  Bulgaria :  for  a  moment,  he 
insmred  even  Byzantium  with  dread..  But  his  expeditions 
in  ^at  quarter  were  generally  entrusted  to  lieutenants:  fitde 
glory  was  reaped  from  them ;  the  Ia8t,.m  ItMUS,  ternanated  dis- 
gracefully the  wars  of  idle  Bussians  agamst  the  GFreeks.* 

*  But  for  tlic  civil  wars  by  "which  the  power  of  "Russia  soon 
afterwards  broken,  says  Karamsin,  the  world  might  have  seee  the 
aoooiDpfiifaiiieiit  of  an  aodent  pTophecy  written  lof  an  mJmown  hand 
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After  the  NoTgorodians  had  twice  replaced  Yaroslaf  on 
the  paramount  throne,  Mre  see  him  again  precipitated  from 
it  iu  1026  hj  his  brother  Mstklai':  but  this  prince  of 
Tmutarakan  stopped  him  midway  in  hia  fall,  and  gene* 
loujalj  restored  to  him  one-half  of  tbe  empivBy  the  immenBity 
of  which  is  flofiBcientlj  indicated  by  NoTgorod  snd  Tmnt«ni» 
Jmd,*  the  original  mppmuugn  of  tbese  two  prinoea* 

Ten  years  of  a  smgolar  good  nndetaitanding  succeeded  to 
the  short  contest  between  the  warrior  and  tbe  legislntOK; 
after  ndiich  the  death  of  Matialaf  left  Yaioilaf  po»» 
aesaor  of  this  ahapelesa  and  colossal  entire.  It  wm  not, 
thoDy  to  the  genius  of  war  that  he  owed  his  power  and 
Ida  resKNm ;  it  was  to  a  gBBina  of  another  kind.  In  Yaroslaf 
tiie  Wise,  Bussia  especially  reteies  its  first  legislator^  the 
zenovator  of  the  Hhfiorij  of  J^o^ggsod,  the  fioaiiider  of  agneat 
number  of  cities. 

It  admires  in  this  prince  the  diafeminator  of  iDBtrastion 
and  of  civiliaalaon.  It  waa  he  who  eaoaed  the  MdLj  Benp^ 
tooea  to  be  tnmalatBd  into  Siaronian:  witii  hia  own  hand 
he  transcEibed  aereial  eopiea  of  them*  Bnaria  ia  indebted 
to  him  for  manj  aclioolay  and,  among  otfaeia^  fixr  that  in 
iriiidli  tinea  hundred  yoting  NoTgonniani  were  edneiML 
Ita  hiatoxj  atill  teUa  of  tiie  ifarang  of  Greek  prieata  whom 
he  invitedy  the  only  teaehm  that  could  then  be  giren  to  the 

^l?^ppl«d.  W.  W«*ion  rf  the  lng»«  -d  Li«™a 
iddatera;  hia  enMg^tened  protection  of  the  women  of  Sua- 
dal,  who  were  aecnaed  of  sorceiy.  These  haplesa  ftnudea 
wmr  about  to  beeome  the  viotimfl  of  a  people  eianpraated 
by  fioniney  wUeh  it  attribatkl  to  their  magic^  ineantetions ; 
he  laved  tiiem ;  for  hia  pict^  waa  ai  fieo  £rom  aujHUEatition 
and  weakneaa,  as  it  waa  poaaible  to  be  in  timt  age. 

The  Eussian  church  owed  to  him  a  momenteEy  freedom, 
which  his  children  renounced.   Undismayed  by  the  thun- 

in  the  tenth  or  eleTenth  century  under  the  statue  of  Bellero})bon,  in 
the  Taork  place,  in  Constantinople :  it  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
BnaiaBB  were  one  day  to  pof  seas  tfaamselTea  of  Hie  ci^ital  ot  tin 
Smpire  of  the  Eait" 

*  Novgorod,  whose  possessions  bordered  on  the  Baltic:  Tmutarakan, 

the  key  to  the  confluence  of  the  Sea  of  Azof  with  the  Bkek  Sea.  See 
ihe  inscription  discovered  in  the  i^le  of  Taman,  uiukr  Catherine  II., 
and  the  (hssertatiou  by  Muaduu-i'aschkin.  bea  uLsu  Ltvea^uo^  aad 
EaramiiiL 
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ders  of  the  mother  church,  it  was  he  who  resolved  that  the 
appointment  of  Eussian  bishops,  and  their  councils  for  the 
election  of  metropolitans,  Bhould  be  independent  of  the 
patriarch  of  Byzantium. 

Akeady  llussia  rises  from  its  long  obscurity :  Yladiinir 
and  Taroslaf  have  made  it  European  by  their  couquests 
towards  the  West,  by  religion,  by  the  seeds  of  knowledge, 
and  by  their  alliances ;  the  daughters-in-law  of  Yaroslaf  were 
Greek,  German,  and  English  princesses  ;  his  sister  was  queen 
of  Poland ;  his  three  daughters  were  queens  of  liorwaj, 
Hungary,  and  i^rance. 

Yet  a  code  for  the  empire  was  still  wanting,  and  that,  too, 
it  received  from  Yaroslaf.  It  is  chiefly  in  the  codes  of  bar- 
barians that  we  must  look  for  their  history.  The  earliest 
Russian  code  was  ^vntteIl  about  the  year  1018,  and,  in  the 
first  instance,  for  Novgorod  alone. 

Prom  this,  however,  we  are  not  to  conclude  that  no  laws 
existed  before  the  time  of  Yaroslaf,  a  circumstance  ^liich 
is  impossible,  as,  prior  to  the  reign  of  liurik,  there  were 
large  commercial  cities.  Besides,  there  are  traces  of  them 
in  the  treaties  concluded  by  Igor  and  Oleg  with.  Leo  and 
Constantine.  But  we  know  that,  before  the  conquest  of 
Slavonia,  it  was  divided  into  numerous  hunting,  pastoral,  agri- 
cultoal,  and  commercial  isabeB,  each  of  which  had  its  laws 
or  its  lua^*  The  Eussians  came,  commingled  under 
their  domimoii  all  these  tribes,  and,  likewise,  their  laws  and 
customs,  and  blended  with  them  sometiiing  of  their  own 
Scandinarian  laws. 

It  appears  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  were 
written;  and  as  the  first  Grand-Prmces  did  not  perplex 
themselves  with  attempts  to  make  them  harmonise ;  as  thej 
thought  of  nothing  but  conquering,  and  estimated  their, 
power  solely  by  their  warriors,  and  the  tributes  which  those 
warriors  gained  for  them;  this  occasioned  a  confusion  of 
the  laws  and  customs,  in  which  many  of  them  were  lost, 
and  such  sinister  consequences,  that  Yaroslaf  was  compelled 
to  finune  an  ordinance,  to  prevent  the  most  grievous  anarchy' 
from  ruining  iN^oTgorod,  the  only  city  that  was  left  under 
Ids  sway« 

This  event  was,  no  doubt^  the  immediate  cause  of  the 
code,  and,  partknilariy,  of  the  very  remarkable  charter  of  the. 
NoYgorodian  franchises. 
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The  chronicle  of  that  period  says,  that^  in  1018,  Novgo- 
rody  being  driven  to  de^mir  by  the  Yaran^ans,  did  itMf 
justice  by  slaxightering  them;  that  the  initiM*ed  prince 
avenged  this  violence  by  the  massacre  of  the  principal  Nov- 
gorodians,  whom  he  had  inveigled  into  his  jpalace ;  out  that 
at  this  moment  was  spread  the  news  of  Sviatopolk's  triple 
fiatridde ;  that,  then,  Tarosla^  threatened  by  nis  brother, 
and  finding  himself  without  guards,  and  deserted  by  his 
subjects,  Bou^t  the  latter,  and  threw  himself  weeping  into 
their  arms.  Those  arms  they  o|>ened  to  receive  him  wi^out 
rancour,  employed  them  on  his  behalf,  and  by  means  of 
them  twice  raised  him  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  empire. 

Without  some  explmation,  this  fiict  is  wholly  impro- 
bable. That  Taroslaf  may  have  softened  the  Kovgorodians 
by  his  repentance,  is  j)ossible ;  but  that  he  should  instantly 
have  converted  them  into  an  army  most  devoted  and  per* 
severing  in  his  cause,  is  not  credible,  unless  we  suppose  an 
interchange  of  benefits,  a  compact,  in  short,  between  the 
prince  and  his  people.  Besides,  the  epoch  of  the  revolt, 
the  A  (jngcancc,  and  the  reconciliation,  agrees  with  the  date 
of  the  irancliises  which  Taroslaf  conceded  to  the  JS'ovgoro- 
dians,  and  with  that  of  his  code. 

This  code  is  remarkable.  It  is  despotism  which  promul- 
gates it.  "  Respect  iliis  ordinance  ;  it  must  be  the  rule  of 
your  conduct.    Such  is  ray  will.'** 

Its  two  first  enactments,  according  to  Leclerc,  or,  accord- 
ing to  Karamsin,  its  first,  constitute  the  law  the  public 
avenger  only  in  default  of  private  vengeance.  The  law, 
therefore,  came  in  aid  only  of  the  weak ;  the  strong  did  jus- 
tice for  themselves.  None  but  the  relations  of  a  man  who 
had  been  slain  had  a  right  to  avenge  his  death.  The  law  did 
not  eren  regulate  judicial  combats ;  this  is  being  not  merely 
barbarous,  but  absolutely  savage. 

This  same  hiw  distinguishes  several  classes.  If  no  avengers 
exist,  it  sfiys.  the  murderer  shall  pay  into  the  treabury  of  the 
state  the  double  £ne  (eighty  griynasf)  for  the  murder  of  a 

*  Leclerc. 

t  The  Buiiiant  had  as  yet  little  or  no  ooined  money ;  gold  and  lilTer 
circulated  as  bollioii,'  and  the  common  cnnency  was  pieces  of  skins 
called  yuni.  A  grivna  at  this  period  was  ja  certain  number  of  kunis 
equal  m  value  to  half  a  pound  of  silver.  However,  as  these  pieces  of 
akin  had  no  intrinsic  valu^  they  miderweut  a  continual  depreciation  as 
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bojar,  or  a  thiun  of  the  prince ;  fortjgrivnas  for  Uie  murder 
Ofi  A&ee  Eusaian,  whether* ¥mDgi«ii,  or  Slayoman^  a  aaLdttr, 
4MP  a  scribe,  a  husbandman,  a  merchiEKat^  whether  native  or 
fcnreign,  and  perfaapa,  alao^  far  tba  mmdes  of  a.liindmai»9fi>r 
the  latter  was  still  free.* 

The  life  of  a  female  mm  ffriamntawt  flt  only  half  the  woMk 
of  a  man's  :t  a  brutal  law,  and  mdl  worthy  of  that  barbanoa 
period  in  which  strength  was  above  aUthings  respected. 

Eoir  the  murder  of  a  dane^^iiotliiiig  waa  to  be  paid  to  the 
treasury ;  all  that  was  Z6q[iused  was»  that  the  Tolue  of  him 
dioul  (1  be  paid  to  hb  owneotv  if  be  had  been  killed  without 
a  sufficient  cause;  that  is  to  ssgr,  without  the  sisve  having  iOf 
suited  a  freeman* 

This  value  waa  eaftimatad  aoomBng  io  the  oeoupation  of 
ftedare.  An  aetisain,  a  seboolmaatsr,  anmae,  the  saperitt' 
tendeutof  aTi]]aee^aefcmg6ifcher&^  6niid«£Eiiiseor&ra 
boyar,  waa  woeiu  only  iwdTe  gnmas  (see  die  first  law); 
just  aa  znnch  aa  ibe  maulted  honeur  of  a  eitiaea  (sea  toe 
iUrd),  or  the  fine  for  killing  a  head  of  eatfcle  (see,  from  £a* 
nmsmy  the  seraitii).  Otfam  weie  valued  aa  low  aa«Zy  and 
even  five  griTuaa.  IXhat  theaa  imfiiitunate  beuiga  weie  not 
fireoy  is  proved  bjr  the  wills  of  aevml  prinees,  who  at 
tiidr  deatii  emancipated  a  great  munber  <n  Aem ;  bat  tiie 
objects  of  this  posiamnoua  benefiaenee  could  make  no  batte 
nse  of  their  liberly  tiian  to  seili  themaelvea  again.. 

Feipetiial  davacT,  extending  to  Uieir  posterity,  waa  Oba  lot 
of  all  prisoners  of  wia^  and  of  idl  persons  bought  fi 
fineeignm ;  elaveij,  for  a  limited  period,  was  the  portion  of 
those  who  sold  themselves,  of  insolvent  debtors,  freemen 
who,  without  conditions,  married  a  slave,  scn  ants  out  of  em- 
ployment, hired  servants  who  did  not  iulill  their  engage- 
ments ;  in  a  word,  all  tlio  weak  wlio  made  themaelvea  the 
blaves  uf  the  strong,  to  obtain  subsistence  and  protection. 

The  rapidity  with  wliicli  tlie  pest  of  slavery  must  have  been 
diti'used  will  appear  from  two  facts :  that,  on  the  one  hand,  a 

silver  became  more  abnudaTit,  until  in  the  thirteenth  oentniy  a  iihner 
grivua  was  equal  to  seven  kuai  grivnas  of  Novgorod. 

*  This  seems  to  be  proved  by  the  last  paragraph  of  the  third  article, 

aemmt^  wlikii  waa  eiglrteMi  gniBM^  teirdwe  of  irineikwtie  tahm^ 

the  state. 

f  Seg^  in. Karaman^  the  tfaird.par»grBph  of  theteiartiBifc 
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dctikor  beenne  a-flhre,  and  on  the  other,  iteb  the  legal  in* 
tmBm^ofmanej  mm  fatty  per  cent. 

!Ehe  aeoond  hem^  nade  the  dklriet  l  eipnwible  f<Hr  tihe 
piddle  M&ty  wHMn  the  boandaof  ite^temtei^t 
nofc  aifo  ap  tor  the  pimoe  the  Bnurdomr,  hiaipife^  ad  Ina 
dnlmi:  a  law  whim  ivae  tiMK- luwAil,  hufc  irfahh  aeema  to 
htar  est  ifaia  xemari^  tha^  the*  nnve  iridety  eivilieatkxit*  la 
nnfffarlj  the  laore  ita  ]j«d  jualaee  ii  tarawht  to  aet  cm  in- 
dmduab ;  and  that^.m  provoxtioiL  aa  harbariflm  eodeti^  the 
moBn  n  that;  jaaliee  eon^eUed  to  eweU'  the  laraiber^cif  eol- 
IwiMpff  Tfapflfwifptlitiwr 

^  ^e  thud  kwt  ntes  the  loss  of  a*  membtr  aLmost  ai 
hi|^^  ae  ifairiir  of  Bfe.  Thia  marka  a  hunting  and  warlike 
people.  On  the  plucking  out  a  pari  of  Hie  beard,  it  inflicts  a 
fine  four  times  greater  than  that  which  it  decrees  for  tlie  loss 
of  a  finder.  This  brings  to  recollection  the  importance  which 
the  (xoths  and  Gerinana  attached  to  their  hair,  and  may 
serve  as  a  proof  of  a  common  origiti ;  as  may,  also,  the  penalty 
of  loss  of  liberty  lor  stealing  a  horse,  which  is  a  !Saxon  law. 
There  existed,  likewise,  another  enactment,  ^vliicli  was  wholly 
Jutiandic,  both  in  its  spirit  and  letter;  that  which  prohibited 
the  making  use  of  a  Iiorse  without  the  owner's  eonsent.  It 
must  be  added,  that  our  ordeals  by  boiling  wat^  and  red- 
hot  iron  are  contained  in  this  code.J 

The  enumeration  of  the  mulcts  for  blows  seems  to  have 
been  dictated  by  a  delicacy  like  our  own,  with  respect  to  the 
point  of  honour;  insults  are  more  heavily 

than  wounds. 

I'rom  the  seventh  law,§  whicli  appears  to  compel  a  Koble- 
gian  or  a  Varangian,  and  not  a  Slavonian,  to  take  an  oath,  it 
is  difficult  to  draw  any  conduBion,  accept  that,  aa  in  Lom- 

*  Of  XBiOBhif,.aooord3ng  to  Karamiin^  bnlLseletc  attnbates  it  to 
Iiiaslaf,  hii  aon. 

f  The  secnntT,  according  to  Karnmsin's  arrangemf'Ttt. 

t  Sf^e  Ewers,  das  alteste  Recht  der  Rumen,  where  he  proves  the  re- 
sembiauce  of  the  ancient  Russian  law  with  that  of  the  Germans  See, 
also,  Stmve,  DUcowrse  to  the  Academy  of  Scunces,  in  1756,  tlioiig}i  re- 
centigr  lefoted  in  Bnuia  (Patriotic  Annals,  Jan.,  1826),  bat  witlioat 
beio^  alile  to  eKpIMn  the  singular  conforant;^  of  the  I^sian  and  Scan- 
dinayian  laws,  otlMrwiie  tiMUi  }fy  tamgaaog  to  tiiem  a  wmmm  and 
Germanic  origin. 

§  Translation  hy  Xieolezc. 
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bardy  and  France,  each  party  followed  its  own  usage ;  tliat 
this  was  the  usage  of  the  Yarangians;  that  it  could  belong 
only  to  a  decidedly  warlike  people,  and  not  to  a  commercial 
people,  among  whom  other  sureties  than  words  were  requi- 
site; that  finally,  the  Yarangiaiis  were  greater  barbarians 
than  the  Slavonians ;  for,  when  justice  ulows  a  denial  on 
oath  to  be  suffidenty  the  oppressed  has  no  other  resource 
than  an  appeal  to  arms:  a  custom  which  would  be  the  paient 
of  barbarism,  if  it  were  not  its  offspEUig. 

The  thirteenth  kw,  according  to  Leclerc^s  ammgemeDt, 
confirms  the  existence  of  the  three  classes,  which  the  second, 
had  already  indicated ;  the  class  of  slaves  and  that  of  fieee- 
men,  which  it  protects  against  that  of  the  noUes  and  boyam, 
whoso  violence  it  seems  to  apprehend. 

These  freemen  were  the  husbandmen  or  fiirmers,  hired 
8er?antB,*  and  country  landholders ;  probably,  those  Odno- 
vortzjr,  of  whom  there  were  still  about  thir^  thousand  re- 
maining in  the  time  of  Peter  the  Great;  but  the  majority  of 
tbe  freemen  dwelt  in  the  cities.  They  were  divided  into 
centmnes,  and  the^  choae  a  chief,  who  was  a  kind  of  tribune. 
This  ciTil  and  military  ma|;iBtrate  of  the  people,  who  bore 
the  d^omination  of  T^rssiatohsky,  had^  a  guard,  and  was 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  most  eminent  boyars  of  the 
prince. 

As  to  the  nobles,  they  were  doubtless  descendants  from 
the  Yarangian  and  Slavonian  warriors  of  Borik  and  his  sue- 
cesMn,  wlo  lisd  large  Bham  in  the  ooDqtuet;  tiieywete 
the  voyevodea^  or  miUtaiy  leaders,  the  boyars,  or  direct  coun* 
seQors  of  the  pinces,  and  the  officers  of  their  guards. 

Among  yanouB  regulations  reUtiye  to  inheritanoes,  we 
observe  (law  the  thirtieth),  that  lifae  prince  was  the  heir  of 
such  free  men  as  died  without  male  issue ;  but  that,  in  no 
case,  had  he  a  claim  to  the  succession  of  a  boyar,  or  an 
officer  of  his  guard :  a  circumstance  which  could  not  fail,  in  a 
short  time,  to  produce  a  nobility  exclusively  possessed  of 
property. 

Acc'ordingto  Kai^amsiu,  lliis  code  neither  inflicted  corporal 
punishments  (except,  indeed,  ishiveiy,  wliicli  includes  them 
all),  nor  made  any  difference  in  the  compositions  or  fines  be- 

*  See  the  twentieth  law,  in  Karamsin's  arrangement. 
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tween  the  YaxttngiaiiB  and  the  ShiYomanB.  But,  in  the  fiMt 
place,  the  code  of  Yaroslaf  was  not  promulgated  till  after  the 
amalgamation  of  the  two  people ;  and,  seeondlj,  as  it  appears 
that  the  prince's  guard  consisted  entirely  of  Vanaufians^  it 
will  be  seen  in  the  first  and  thirteenth  laws,  that  the  latter 
were  not  without  their  privileges* 

GKie  sixteenth  law*  regulates  the  nuunmum  of  what  a  pro* 
prietor,  or  a  possessory  whether  of  a  fief  or  a  freehold,  may 
demand,  by  the  week  and  by  the  day,  from  his  fivmers;  for 
the  peasant  was  not  then  a  serf,  but  a  cultiyator. 

In  the  Tarions  versions  of  these  laws,  there  is  no  trace  of 
taxation.  The  daring  refusal  of  Taroslaf  to  pay  tribute  to  his 
father,  the  great  Vladimir,  is  the  only  proof  that  appanages 
w^  bound  in  this  way  to  the  Great-Principality.  It  does 
not  otherwise  appear,  that  even  the  fiefs  and  estates  paid 
imposts  to  the  Grand- Prince ;  the  lord  or  proprietor  seems 
to  have  liad,  in  his  possessions,  the  same  right  of  ciiatoma  and 
tribute  that  the  prince  had  in  his  own  domairi. 

All  that  was  not  appann2:t%  lief,  or  ])rivate  property,  be- 
longed to  the  sovereign.  The  Grand-Prince,  like  the  lord, 
subsisted  on  the  fines  which  he  imposed  for  offences,  and  on 
the  tribute  which  he  received  from  his  estates  :  this  tribute, 
as  is  now  the  case  with  Siberia,  was  paid  in  kind,  where 
there  were  no  other  means  of  payment,  and  in  moneyf, 
where  the  use  of  money  liad  been  introduced  by  commerce 
with  Cherson,  Byzantium,  and  Vineta. 

The  expression  tribute  is  here  used  instead  of  revenue, 
because  all  this  bore  the  aspect  of  conquest. 

Under  this  point  of  view,  it  appears  that  the  only  mark  of 
the  lord's  dependence — and- this  may  well  be  called  a  tax — 
was  military  service,  and  that,  too,  with  all  its  burdensome 
charges:  tlie  lord  was  bound  to  join  the  prince,  armed, 
mounted^  supplied  with  provisions,  and  numerously  at* 
tended. 

The  judnfcs  went  circuits:  on  the  spot  they  empannelled 
twelve  respectable  jurors,  who  were  sworn,  as  in  Scandinavia, 

*  Leclerc*8  translation  s  he  attiilmtet  it  to  Isiaala^  the  son  and 

guccessor  of  Yaroslaf. 

f  Karumsiu  mya  that  money  was  coined  at  Kief,  in  tiie  time  of 

Taroalaf,  whidi  bore  his  efiBgy.  See  alio  Wcydenaeyer. 
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or  in  Denmark,*  since  tke  time  oi  Jjodbrog^  a  uumarcknf 
the  eio^Kth  century. 

Several  other  lawi  extended  protection  to  inovable  and 
immovable  property  ;  they  are  so  judiciously  framed  for  the 
interests  of  commerce,  that  it  is  evident  they  weice  ^nwHt^ 
with  a  particular  reference  to  !N'ovgorod. 

This  code  sufficed  for  the  enormous  empire  comprehended 
between  the  Volga  and  the  Lower  Danube,  the  TTiii  ihm  ll 
Dwina  and  the  Niemen,  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Baltic. 

It  excites  surprise  to  find  in  it  so  many  oontradicticnis, 
and  flueh  a  dispiopoitioa  between  the  penalties ;  but  to  wiiat 
a  yariety  of  circumstances  and  ^^fStvrfmh  interests  they  were 
to  be  applied !  Doubtless,  its  pro^jaioxiB  were  not  all  enacted 
At  omee,  nor  wero  the  whole  of  them  meint  to  eaEtend  to  all 
daases. 

It  is,  nerertheleeB,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  monuments 
of  the  Gothio  age.  This  code,  and  the  fimncliises  granted 
to  the  Kovgorodiana,  constitute  the  glorr  of  Yarouof  A 
aummary  of  these  franchises  will  give  an  idea  of  those  which 
exkted  in  the  Suasian  cities  of  that  epodi,  but  with  gamt 
modifications,  xeaultmg  from  the  gveatar  or  hm  degme  of 
power  whidi  each  of  tiie  cities  possessed. 

ISm  Taat  importance  of  that  republic  ia  atiiking^y  maad- 
fested  by  the  krgess  which  Yaroslaf  gave  to  the  aimy  tlttt 

S laced  mm  on  the  throne  of  Kief,  ^aere,  aa  abewhere,  tiie 
egree  of  consideration  enjoyed  by  the  reeerrer,  ia  indicatad 
hy  tibe  magnitode  of  the  sum  leeeived:  ten  grivnaa  to  each 
voyeyode,  ten  giitnaa  to  each  Norgorodian,  a  single  grim 
to  eaeh  Yaraugian  or  Bussisn.  The  Varangians  must, 
indeed,  have  dadined  greatly  in  emisequieiice  since  the  pus* 
ceding  reign,  when  they  sought  to  extort  a  .xansom  from  the 
Eierians.  ^Hiat  nation  was* now  htoked  upon  merely  as  a 
nmseiy  of  bzaTe  men,  useful  to  the  prince,  but  i^ftnyiwa 
to  the  country:  their  influence  in  Eussia  seems  to  hare 
ended  with  the  re<^8tablishment  of  the  liberty  of  NoTgorod, 
and  with  Ihereign  of  TarosJaf, 

But  it  is  now  time  to  explain  this  ver^r  predominant 
power  of  Novgorod,  which  we  Jbave  seen  thrice  giving  the 
whole  of  Bussia  to  Vladimir  and  to  Yaroslaf.    Its  republican 

*  SeeKftfaiiiahi,wliodt6i6flxiH0mannaticQ8(y^ 
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nirtrpi'fj  wiwtMitfy  more  wortty  of  note  jowntottepaiod 
of  Im  m.  (1480),  is  ft  wtiiMffifftblB  ph6iioiii6iim  m  tiiB 
midU-ef  ihie  liuid  of  Mksmf, 

Ue  geograpbial  sitaatiaii  cf  tbftt  eity,  whidi  at  fint 
ocoMkmad  its  aabmianon  to  the  Yanmguoif ^  beoune  «ft«r- 
WBidb  tiie  cme  of  its  itmigtli.^ 

In  &cty  the  NoYgorodiiuiB  bemg,  liy  that  Bitaaticiii,  oot  of 
the  xeaefa  of  the  xiomada  of  the  aonla  and  eaaty  sod  ahnijs 
aMmcted  towavda  the  north  hj  their  eommme,  ranamed 
stationary,  without  ||omg,  Uke  the  rest  of  Boaaia,  to  be  d»- 
seminated  and  lost  m  the  south.  This  peace  in  the  north, 
while  the  south  wafi  ^chausting  itself;  the  remoteness  of  the 
Grand-Princes,  after  Oleg  had  remoyed  the  capital  to  Kief ; 
tlicir  circumspect  conduct  towards  a  city  which  they  looked 
upon  ay  their  asylum ;  all  contributed  to  give  new  vigour  to 
NoTgorod,  and  to  restore  to  it  its  pristine  independenee. 

Ill  consequence,  it  soon  became  lord-parainount  of  Ingria, 
Carelia,  a  considerable  part  of  Permia,  of  Plc^kof,  and  of 
Torjock.  On  the  north  it  was  bounded  by  Archangel,  on 
the  south,  by  Tver.  It  had  a  Namestniek,  who  was  usually 
a  prince  df  the  blood,  the  lieutenant  of  tho  Grand-Prince, 
general  of  the  army,  and  even  judge,  but  only  when  his  in- 
tervention was  sought  for ;  a  Posadnick,  tho  burgomaster  or 
mayor;  a  Tisiattiki,  or  Tyssiatchsky,  the  boyar  of  the  Com- 
mons, the  tribune  of  the  people,  who  watched  over  the  pro- 
eeedings  of  the  Namestnick  and  Posadnick ;  boyars  of  the 
city  council,  or  senate  (all  which  oflSces  were  elective  and 
temporary)  ;  Zitieloudie,  or  proprietors  of  the  first  class,  out 
of  which  the  boyars  were  chosen;  and,  lastly,  the  merchants 
and  the  people. 

This  republic,  considered  as  an  appanage  of  the  Grand- 
Principality,  and  as  a  state  within  a  state,  entrusted  with  the 
defence  of  the  northern  and  north-western  frontiers,  had  its 
assemblies  of  the  people,  which  were  convoked  by  the  sound 
of  a  famous  bell,  called  vetchevoy :  every  citizen,  without 
distinction,  had  the  right  of  voting.  Tho  prince  was  not 
present  at  their  deliberations.  Here  were  decided  war, 
peace,  the  election  of  magistrates,  sometimes  the  choice  of 
the  bisho[),  and  even  that  of  the  prince  ;  at  least,  in  a  great 

majority  ot  casesi  the  aj^probation  of  this  asaeubly  was 
neoesaaij. 
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The  prince  was  not  acknowledged  till  lie  had  sworn  to 
govern  agreeably  to  the  ancient  laws  of  the  republic;  to 
entrust  tlie  government  of  the  provinces  only  to  Novgorodian 
ma^strates,  approved  of  hy  the  Posadniek;  and  to  attempt 
no  infringement  on  the  t'x<  lunive  right  of  the  republic  to  sit 
in  judgment  on  its  own  citizens,  to  tax  itself,  and  to  cairy 
OA  its  commerce  with  frermany. 

He  also  engaged  iieitlier  to  give  to  his  boyar?',  nor  allow 
them  to  acquire,  any  of  the  villages  dependent  on  iS  ovgorod  ; 
not  to  eiu^ourage  emigration  from  among  the  Novgorodians ; 
not  to  cause  any  of  them  to  be  arrested  for  debt ;  ancl 
lastly,  to  obli^^e  his  own  boyars  and  judges  to  travel  at  their 
own  expense  in  the  ^ovgorodiau  provinces,  and  to  reject  the 
evidence  of  slaves. 

It  was  on  such  conditions  that  these  haughty  and  restless 
republicans  allowed  the  prince  to  administer  justice,  con- 
jointly with  judges  chosen  by  themselves. 

They  paid  him  no  taxes ;  they  merely  made  him  free  gifts ; 
they  even  pushed  their  pretensions  so  far  as  to  regulate  the 
bonis  which  their  sovereign  was  to  dedicate  to  pleasure; 
they  expelled  several  of  their  princes,  and  even  of  their 
bishops.  This  liberty,  which  too  often  degenerated  into 
licentiousness,  was  maintained  for  four  centuries,  in  spite  of 
the  distant  power  of  the  Grand-Princes.  But,  tnmsfeired 
Scorn  Kief  to  Vladimir  and  Moscow,  that  power,  by  degrees, 
acquired  concentration  as  it  drew  nearer  to  the  republic, 
and  ended,  at  length,  by  overwhelming  it. 

Such  were  the  concessions  made  by  Yaroslaf  to  a  people 
who  had  twice  been  able  to  send  forth  forty  thousand  men 
to  raise  him  to  the  throne. 


CHAPTEB  V. 

UENEEAX  SUETEI  Oi  TRE  SECOND  PEEIOD,  VBOM  lOj-i  10 

1236. 

Tnirs,  as  far  back  as  the  eleventh  century,  Bussia  had  a 
paramount  throne,  an  acknowledged  d;^as1^,  a  European 
religion,  a  code  I  It  advanced  towards  civilisation  at  the  same 
pace  as  the  rest  of  Europe ;  and  nothing  was  wanting  for  it 
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Imt  to  peraiflt  in  the  same  noble  caxeer/when  it  stopped 
diort,  tottered,  and  fell.  Haymg,  during  the  first  period  of 
its  history,  witnessed  the  growth  of  its  rude  and  oarbaric 

glory,  let  us  seek,  amidst  the  gloom  of  the  second,  and  in  its 
moral  and  political  situation,  the  causes  of  its  decline  aud  of 
its  fall. 

The  time  for  conquests  was  gone  by.  The  iDisfortunes  of 
Sviatoalaf,  and  Ins  warlike  excesses,  had  cxeitcd  a  disgust  of 
them  ;  under  Tladimii'  and  Yaroslaf,  the  natural  frontiers 
had  been  acquired  j  in  what  remained,  there  was  little  tempta- 
tioTi ;  and,  besides,  the  victories  of  Boleslas  king  of  Poland, 
and  his  capture  of  Kief,  showed  that  the  territories  to  the 
west  offered  no  easy  prey.  Internal  disturbances,  which 
sprang  from  the  partitions  of  the  empire,  subsequent  to  the 
reign  of  Sviatoslaf,  called  back  the  attention  of  the  Eussians 
to  themselves.  Their  conversion  did  not  allow  of  their 
marching  to  plunder  Constantinople,  which  was  become  the 
metropolis  of  their  religion.  Compelled,  thenceforth,  to 
think  rather  of  restraining  their  own  subjects,  than  of  con- 
quering those  of  other  monarchs,  the  Grand-Princes,  softened 
by  Christianity,  and  enlightened  by  the  priests,  were  at 
length  made  aware  that,  to  govern  their  people,  it  behoved 
them  to  give  to  that  people  laws,  property,  and  instruction. 

Such  was  their  idea ;  their  means  we  hiaTe  seen  j  let  us 
now  behold  the  obstacles  and  the  result. 

The  commerce  of  the  empire  with  Asia  and  with  the 
Greeks  ;*  the  military  service  of  numbers  of  Eussians  at 
Constantinople ;  the  expeditions,  often  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, which  were  directed  towards  that  centre  of  civilisation 
by  the  Grand- Princes ;  the  situation  of  Cherson,  which,  in 
many  respects,  may  be  compared  with  that  of  Marseilles; 
all  these  were  causes  productive  of  improvement.  To  these 
must  be  added,  the  journey  of  Olga  to  Constantinople,  and 
her  conversion  ;  the  numerous  cities  and  schools  founded  by 
nadimir  and  Yaroslaf ;  the  laws  promnl<]:atecl  by  the  latter; 
the  many  Greek  priests  and  artisans  of  aii  kinds,  whom  they 
both  attracted  into  Eussia^  the  seventy  years'  duration  of, 

*  Takat  the  Geographer :  ohserte  Ibe  effect  of  Adatic  ciTUiwHon  on 
the  great  Bnlgarians  ox  the  Volga,  who,  in  the  tenth  oeatmj,  from  the 
time  of  Yladimir  the  Great,  were  agriculturistfly  maiuifiwtiiveni  and 
merchants,  and  dvelt  ia  cities  built  of  stone* 
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ihar  ifigBs,  andtlieir  aidceiit  efforto  to  drilise  iheir  people  ^ 
and^  hofdy,  Idie  ahroft  whom  they  brought  haek  fknt  tneie 
eipM^touiy  who  le-peopled  tiie  country,  aiid»  "whai  tihegf 
ivm  Qreeksy  enlightened  it:  all  tfaeae  cuoamstoDees^  no 
doubt,  must  hare  contributed  to  tiie  2nBtrtietio&  of  the. 
EuseijiziSi  and  b^gim  to  render  them  superior  to  their  neight* 
hoam 

Of  tiiiawe  majr  finm  a  judgment  £poixi  what  is  odd  bjF' 
contampoiaries*  with  respect  to  Kief,  which  thej  denonur- 
nate  the  Capua,  tiia  Gdnateixynople  of  the  Nortii ;  the  great 
wall  of  brick  that  summnded  it  ^  its-  gilded  gate,  like  that  of 
Eyzantium ;  its  four  hundred  ohurehes ;  its  luxury ;  the  rich 
and  splendid  dressea  worn  by  its  inhabitants  ;  its  hot-baths ; 
the  effeminacy  of  its  manners,  by  which  the  Polish  army  was 
corrupted  ;  lastly,  its  sumptuous  feasts,  at  which  were  to  bo 
fouud  the  wines  of  the  Greeks,  their  silver  plate,  and  cvcii 
the  productions  of  t]ie  Indies.  There  can  ho  no  doubt,  also, 
that  the  long  possessiou,  since  tlic  time  of  Oleg,  had  soifened 
manners,  formed  ties,  and  rendered  some  duties  sacred. 

But  barbarism,  renewed  by  continuiti  waib,  stifled  these 
germs  of  civilisation. 

To  conceive  the  difficulties  which  this  (3mpire  had  to  en- 
counter, we  must  figure  to  ourselves  the  capital  of  the  Great- 
Princes  in  the  midst  of  deserts,  where  unknown  hordes  sud- 
"  denly  disappeared  from  view,  to  rush  forth  again  incessantly 
in  irruptions  as  sudden.  Surrounded  by  barbarians,  they 
themselves  being  wholly  barbarous,  and  reigning  over  bar- 
barians, on  whose  obedience,  from  the  few  laws,  cities,  and 
properties  they  possessed,  they  had  but  an  imqierfect  hold  ; 
these  princes  found  it  impossible  to  govern  such  distant  pro- 
vinces in  any  other  manner  tban  by  traversing  them  witn  an 
army  during  one  half  of  the  year,  or  by  committing  extensive 
portions  of  them  to  liontonants,  able  to  keep  in  order  and 
defend  them.  Kenee,  civil  wars  between  the  great  vassals ; 
such  wars  as  raised  Viadiniir  and  Taroslaf  to  the  throne  ; 
and,  as  the  result  of  tliesc  dissensions,  the  overtuniing  of 
eatabliahed  fortuities,  and  their  tcanaiereixce.  mto  the  h«ada 

a  latar  period,  Plaii4?flEpin  himself  admiviag  the  exquisite  work^ 
manship  of  tfaa  iirfi>thw»g  qf.  tiia  KhapS|.  whidi,  wat  made  bj  Bawiin 
goldamitba. 
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of  new  men,  tlie  offspring  of  conflicts  and  revolutions ;  and, 
lastly,  nascent  civilisatiou  perpetually  exposed  to  iaterrup* 
tion. 

The  introduction  of  Christianity,  however,  was  one  of  the 
most  direct  steps  which  was  taken  towards  that  civilisation ; 
and  if  the  efiorts  of  Olga,  Yladimir,  and  Yai-oslaf  liad 
not  been  thwarted,  we  are  justified  ia  believing  that  the 
period  upon  which  we  are  about  to  enter  would  have  been 
leas  stained  with  blood.  During  this  second  period,  the 
genius  of  Christianity  inspired  \vrith  their  noblest  actions 
the  numerous  descendants  of  Euriii,  among  whom  Eussia 
was  divided;  of  the  best  of  them  it  made  truly  great 
men ;  of  the  wickedest  it  niodified  the  manners,  and  some- 
times arrested  their  guilty  hands.  Karamsia  remarlvs,  that 
in.  no  family  of  barbarian  princes  were  there  ever  seen 
more  violent  dissensions  and  fewer  fratricides.  Althougk 
diverted  from  their  religious  subtleties  by  the  coarse  rusti- 
city which  surrounded  them,  dependent  on  the  sovereign]^ 
and  having  everything  to  lose  by  this  barbarism,  tho  (xreek 
priests,  who  were  the  lights  of  that  dark,  age,  oiten  apoke 
tihe  sublime  language  of  Christianity. 

But  how  was  it  possible  to  civilise  barbarians  surrounded, 
by  barbarians  ?  Olga  was  not  listened  to  ;  her  son  Sriatos- 
laf  even  resisted  her.  lie  could  not  brave  tlie  ridieiile  which 
has  been  at  all  times  the  most  powerful  of  anti-religious 
weapons.  Tliis  weapon  was  too  weak  against  Yladimir ; 
but  he  uiidertook  too  late  hia  awu.  reformation^  and  ihaii 
ij£  others. 

There  existed  other  obstacles  to  the  civiUadaaii  of  the 
SoBsiaQB ;  tiiey  are  to  be  found  ia  the  antipatiij  mth.  which 
the  despised  Gxeeka.  and  their  new  religm  impired  the 
iBSDdsot  the  people,  against  the  aria,  thaaeienoeSy  aad.tbe 
manners  introduoed  hj  thoam  foragnm. 

We  may  believe,  also,  that  the  genenridon  which  was 
going  aSi  tiie  stage^  had  the  selfishness  to  wiah  thait  it 
not  be  80  iuaeh  nrpassed  by  that  which  was  to  nepiaoe  ife. 
Om  tboie  who  have  dediined  into  the  vale  of  years,  bear  to 
hear  it  asserted,  that  evflKything  which  has  occupied  ikast 
wbole  life  ia  but  ignonmee,  barbarism,  triviality,  aad 
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&om  experience,  tbe  sole  benefit,  and  that  so  dearlj  bought,  * 
which  remains  to  the  aged  ? 

Add  to  this,  that^  in  those  barbarous  timea,  the  want  of  a 
system  6f  taetica,  and  the  nature  of  the  weapons,  gave  all 
the  advantage  to  mere  phyaical  strength ;  a  circumstance 
which  conferred  on  the  exereiaaa  of  the  body  a  precedence' 
over  those  of  the  mind. 

The  various  sackings  of  Kief,  also,  from  the  time  when  the 
partitions  of  the  empire  commenced,  destroyed  to  the  veiy 
root  the  entire  labours  of  Olga,  Vladimir,  and  Yaroslaf. 

Against  a  YoluntaiT  and  general  barbarism,  the  means  of 
instnicfcioiL  are  so  feeble,  that,  fiir  from  diyidmg  in  order  to 
spread  them,  the  prince  ia  compelled  to  unite  them  under 
his  protection :  it^  is  necessary  that  he  should  first  edl 
round  him  the  rising  <  eneration,  that  tiiey  may  come  to 
seek  that  instruction,  which  cannot  seek  them :  this  is  the 
reason  of  civilisation  being  ao  long  confined  within  the 
limits  of  a  single  cify* 

Now  we  dull  see,  in  this  second  period  of  the  Bussian 
history,  that  Saef,  taken  in  980  by  the  Yarangians  of  Tla^ 
dimir,  burned  in  1015  by  those  of  Yaroslaf,  and  plundered  in 
1018  by  the  Poles,  was  captured  and  le-captured  by  them 
in  1069  and  1077 ;  and,  lastly,  that  after  baring  passed 
riolently  from  hand  to  hand  for  more  than  a  century,  it 
was  completely  sacked  in  1169,  and  nearly  destroyed  in 
1201. 

In  the  downfal  of  Kief,  that  mother  of  all  the  Eussian 
cities,  would  have  been  comprehended  that  of  civilisation, 
were  not  the  liuman  miud  so  adapted  to  its  seeds,  that, 
"wheu  oucc  they  are  sown  there,  they  become  indestr-uctible. 

The  Grand- Princedom,  however,  passed  from  Kief  to  Vla- 
dimir; tlie  navigation  of  the  ]>orystlicne3,  more  and  more 
impeded  hy  the  Polovtzy  Tatars,  and  others,  was  forgotten. 
The  Grand-Princes  thus  withdrew  from  their  civilisers,  the 
Greeks ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Greeks  withdrew  from 
them,  repelled  by  the  civil  commotions  of  Kussia. 

This  is  the  reason  wliy,  about  the  middle  of  the  twelfth 
century  (11G8),  the  date  of  the  fall  of  the  second  Eussian 
capital,  manners  became  more  fierce,  or,  rather,  mauners  were 
wholly  changed  ;  they  were  no  longer  those  of  Kief,  softened 
by  Byzantium,  but  those  of  central  Jiussia,  still  Pagan  and 
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baibttotu^'  wbither  the  seat  of  goTenunent  had  xecofled. 
Judicial  combatB  wore  then  added  to  the  fire  and  water 
ordeals ;  politieal  aaaaaamations  and  civil  van  were  multi- 
plied ;  and  to  all  these  elements  of  confusion  was  added  a 
singular  order  of  suocesnon.  Thus  torn  to  pieces,  the  empire 
was  laid  open  to  the  Poles,  to  the  Hungarians,  and  especially 
to  the  FoIoYtzy  Tatars,  who  asaistod  the  Bussian  pnnces  to 
deTastate  it :  at  length  appeared  the  Mongol  Tatars ;  spUt 
into  fractions,  the  state  resisted  without  conoeiEtiating  its 
efforts,  and  was  destroyed. 

Then,  while  it  was  plunged  in  this  abyss,  and  for  several 
ages,  the  Tatar  invasion  poured  forth  on  it  the  profuse  stores 
of  its  barbarism,  its  treacheries,  and  all  the  vices  of  slavery. 
Itobbery,  "like  a  contagious  disease,  attacked  every  kind  of 
property."*  Oppression,  with  its  Indcous  traia  of  hatred, 
stratagems,  dissimulation,  gloomy  aud  stern  manners,  poison- 
ings, mutilations,  and  horrible  executions,  established  its 
sway:  it  extended  over  the  whole  country;  it  penetrated 
into  all  hearts,  and  withered  aud  brutaliiaed  them  during 
two  centuries. 

Such  a  horrible  tjrranny  rendered  legitimate  all  means  of 
escaping  from  it;  then,  every thuig  was  confounded:  the  dis- 
tinction of  good  and  evil  ceased  to  exist ;  crime  lost  its  shame, 
and  punishment  its  infamy.  The  very  name  of  honour  va- 
nished ;  fear  alone  held  absoluto  dominion  ! 

In  the  second  period,  upon  which  we  are  now  entering,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  twelfth  century,  Vladimir  Mono- 
machus,  that  Christian  hero,  could  yet  say,  "  Put  not  even 
the  guilty  to  death,  for  the  life  of  a  Christian  is  sacred." 
But,  at  tlie  close  of  the  fourteenth  century,  when  his  spirit 
again  revived  in  the  great  Dmitri  Donskoi,  we  find  that 
worthy  descendant  of  the  Christian  hero  of  the  liussians 
under  the  necessity  of  re-establishin^^  capitrd  punishments. 
Very  soon,  the  justice  of  his  successors  became  mova  fero- 
cious, either  from  the  Tatar  manners  havino:  become  predo- 
rniTiant,  or  f  rom  necessity,  in  order  to  render  punishment 
commensurate  with  crime. 

All  this  evil  had  its  source  in  the  division  of  the  empire 
into  appanages,—- an  evil  which,  as  we  have  seen,  was  in- 
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eritable  with  so  many  princes  of  the  blood,  in  sucli  a  climate, 
and  among  such  men;  a  system,  in  short,  by  which  alone  it 
was  pra^'tieable  to  govern  such  nuineroua  tribes,  having  no 
mean^  oi  intercommunication,  and  dispersed  oyer  so  wide  a 
ji^ace. 

During  the  first  period  of  the  Itnssian  history,  it  has  been 
seen,  that  the  genius  of  the  last  two  reigns  checked  the 
■spread  of  that  endemic  distemper  whicli  ^^  as  no  pcniiciuus 
to  all  the  states  ibundt d  by  the  men  of  the  jSortli.  But,  on 
the  death  of  Yaroslaf,  tliis  debilitating  fever  seized  on  the 
empire,  divided  among  his  five  sons.  Of  the  second  period, 
the  first  twenty-four  years,  which  comprise  tlu^  reign  of 
isiaslaf,  the  son  and  successiir  of  iaroslafj  were  deeply  conr 
taminated  by  its  ]icstilcutial  inliuenco ;  several  civil  wars 
broke  out,  and  that  prince  was  twice  driven  from  his  throne 
by  his  relatives  ;  and  twice  re-established  by  Boleslas  II. 
king  of  Poland.  On  his  death,  another  principle  of  decom- 
position was  superadded  to  that  of  the  appanages ;  the  order 
of  hereditary  succession,  which,  though  transiently  inter- 
rupted by  the  prolongation  of  Cleg's  regency,  had,  since  the 
time  of  Evurik,  always  passed  homiathidr  to  son,  then  under- 
went a  change.  With  the  consent  even  of  the  children  of 
Isusk^  Ysevolod,  his  brother,  became  his  heir,  and  the  order 
of  succession  from  brother  to  brother  was  established. 

This  is  said  to  have  been  founded  on  a  custom,  for  which 
the  only  precedent  quoted  »  the  Tegency  of  Oleg ;  without 
sufficiently  considering  that  so  antiquated  a  proceeding,  and 
one  which  had  not  occurred  a  second  time  in  the  course  of  a 
hundred  and  sixty-five  years,  could  not  be  in  aecosdanfle 
with  the  national  mannevs. 

The  Eussians  majr  be  supposed  to  have  obeyed  a  natuzal 
imtinct,  which  seems  repugnant  to  the  submission  of  an 
node  to  his  nephew ;  or,  loAlier,  to  haie  wished,  by  this 
means,  to  ayoid  minonties,  or  to  prevent  quarrels  between 
the  young  princes,  who  would  have  more  respect  for  an 
elderly  prince,  who  was  their  imcle.  The  £ust  is,  that,  in 
those  simple  and  rude  times,  this  mode  of  succession,  at  once 
so  singular  and  so  pernicious,  appears  to  have  originated  in 
a  eerupolous  and  overstrained  respect  for  the  right  of  primo- 
geniture. The  appellation  of  elder  was  held  in  such  rev0- 
rence,  that,  down  to  the  dose  of  the  fifteenth  century,  it  was 
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Bufficient  to  designate  the  possessor  of  paramount  authority. 
TbxLB  Ave  shall  Bee  that  the  direct  succession  was  not  r©- 
established  till  the  Grrand-Princes  of  Moscow  had  secured, 
"beforehand,  the  recognition  of  their  sons  and  grandsons,  as 
the  seniors  of  all  the  other  princes.  "  I  acknowledge  thee 
as  my  elder,"  was  their  syinbo]  of  siibmisgion. 

To  the  same  deference  for  the  right  of  cldersliip  we  must  also 
attribute  the  succession  from  uncle  to  nephew,  a  consequence 
of  the  heirship  between  brothers.  The  brothers  having  suc- 
ceeded each  other  according  to  tlieir  order  of  birth,  and  the 
last  of  tliem  being  extinct,  it  was  not  to  his  son  that  the 
sceptre  devoired,  but  to  his  nephew ;  that  is  to  say,  to  the 
«on  of  the  eldest  brother  who  had  possessed  the  throne. 

Prom  thm  traly  singular  mode  of  succession  resulted  two 
jGEttalconsequeneeB.  In  Idie  first  plaee,  a  still  fiiiti&erparoelliM 
of  the  empire  into  appanages,  and  new  occasions  of  cItu 
It  iras  quite  natural  that,  during  bis  life,  a  Gkand- 
Crinee  shoold  strei^hen  his  children  a^inst  an  nnde,  who, 
it  was  cerfcain,  would  ere  long  fovonr  his  own  <^ipiing  attiie 
expense  of  his  nephews. 

tChk  system  of  pareelling  out  did  not  spare  even  the  do- 
main of  the  erown.  It  appeam  that  Yaroslaf  the  Legislator 
left  it  BO  powerful,  in  comparison  with  the  appanages^  that 
lie  might  well  believe  its  paiamount  influanoe  to  be  secure 
and  incontestable.  But  this  Tsit  donoui  was  soonaabdi* 
Tided,  like  the  rest  df  the  empire. 

This  '&ult  was  coomiittod  by  tlie  «Orand-Frinees  tiim^ 
'sehes ;  whe^er  it  was  l^at  they  were  indifferent  as  to  pr»- 
sevnng  unmutilated  a  domain,  wiudi,  bSkk  their  deomsoy 
WW  to  pass  to  another  biandi ;  or,  more  probably,  isbak  tiiajr 
w«(re  initaeBted  in  leaving  it  weak  agaiast  their  childnra,  by 
whom  it  mm  not  to  be  inheiitedf  or  that  'tiiegr  knew  mii 
'bom  wliat  other  souree  to  provide  them  with  appanage** 

The  seeond  result  of  tiiis  order  d£  heixship  was,  &e  pfo-^ 
giossiie  weaioeiiing  of  ^tiie  power  of  the  GfancUKrinees ;  not 
only  from  the  want  of  a  solid  point  of  support,  in  conse- 
CQfiiioe  of  ito  domains  being  thus  broken  mto  fragments, 
but  also  from  tiie  want  of  an  invariable  svstem  of  govern- 
ment. In  ]kct,  always  stongers  to  the  Giand-PriumpaHt jr, 
Ae  'prinoes  amved  thore  from  'their  appanages,  with  then? 
boyars,  men  devoted  to  tiiem,  whom  tney  glutted  at  tiie 
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expense  of  the  old  possessors.*  The  frequent  transference 
of  the  sceptre,  perpetuaiiy  disappointing  the  hopes  of  the 
jnibjects,  accustomed  them  not  to  attach  themaelTes  to  nsaj 
bxanch  of  the  Buriks. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  the  Grand-PrinceB  did  not  ascend 
the  throne  till  they  icere  somewhat  advanced  in  years,  the 
xdgns  were  shorter ;  a  cireiimstance  which  interrupted  all 
phmSy  and  perpetually  gave  rise  to  new  reyolutions^  or  new 
systems  of  goremment :  for  the  system  of  goTomment  eould 
•not  be  transmitted  from  brother  to  brotheri  and  from  imcle 
to  nephew,  as  from  father  to  son. 

This  order  of  succession  was,  therefore,  during  the  second 
period,  one  of  the  main  causes  of  the  progressive  weakness 
of  the  Grand-Princes  and  of  the  state :  so  certain  is  this,  that, 
in  the  third  period,  and  in  s^ite  of  the  additional  calamitiea 
produced  by  the  Tatar  invasion,  we  shall  see  the  state  again 
reyive  with  the  paramount  au^ority,  by  the  re-establish* 
ment  of  the  direct  succession  in  one  of  we  Ittttudies  of  thie 
multitude  of  princes* 

As  to  the  Bnssian  nobility,  we  must  remark,  that^  amidst 
all  the  quarrels  which,  in  the  second  period,  arose  respecting 
appanages,  there  is  no  allusion  to  them,  but  only  to  the 
princes.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that  the  continually  eon* 
quering  movement  of  the  first  period,  the  manners,  the  mu- 
tability of  all  secondai  y  fortunes  in  the  midst  of  these  revo- 
lutions of  appanages ;  in  fine,  the  scarcity  of  cities,  resi- 
dences, and  strong  pla€es,  had  prevented  the  voyevodes  from 
perpetuating  themselves  in  their  commands,  as  those  miU^ 
tary  leadm  nad  done  everywhere  else,  at  that  period.  After- 
wards, when  cities  be^an  to  be  founded,  the  princes  were 
multiplied  also,  and  divided  them  among  themselves ;  no 
one  even  imagined  that  they  could  belong  to  anybody  but 
those  princes;  so  absolute  and  exclusive  appears  to  have 
been,  at  all  times,  the  devotion  to  the  family  of  Eurik. 

To  belong  to  that  race  was  enough :  whether  the  princes 

*  Among  a  thousand  other  instances,  see  what  the  Russian  historian 
says  with  respect  to  Tury  of  Suzdal,  who  thrice  usurped  the  throne  of 
Kief.  His  favourites,  and  a  swarm  of  adventiiTera,  who  flodked  to 

seek  their  fortune  in  his  train,  trampled  as  they  pleased  on  the  citi- 
zens of  th^t  e:ipltal,  and  plunderLd  and  insulted  them.  The  pnaoes 
often  carried  o1£  all  the  boyars  of  a  city,  &c 
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were  good  or  bad,  the  Eussians  accepted  them  all.  They 
allowed  themselves  to  be  transferred  from  hand  to  hand, 
diyided  and  subdivided,  given  and  resumed,  just  as  the  princes 
thought  pioper.  The  family  of  Eurik  looked  upon  the  state 
as  its  pvopertj^  Lif^ton  to  one  of  them^  named  Cleg,  who  was 
summon^  ia  1096  or  1097,  to  the  coogreas  of  Kief  by  his 
kinamen,  and  was  infonned  that^at  the  meeting,  the  bishopSi 
the  ancient  boyars,  and  the  most  distinguished  citizens, 
were  to  be  consulted.  I  am  a  princei"  replied  he,  and 
am  not  made  to  take  advice  £iN>m  moDks  and  the  mob."  We 
shall  witness  many  other  examples  of  the  submissiTeness  of 
the  people,  and  of  the  pride  of  the  Euriks. 

This  congress,  however,  which  was  convoked  in  1096,  that 
of  the  sons  of  Yaroslaf  the  Legislator,  in  1059,  for  the  de- 
liverance of  their  nnde,  and  those  which  were  subsequentlj' 
held,  indicate  to  lis  the  form  of  government  during  this 
second  period*  It  was  an  assemblage  of  appanaged  j^rinees 
descended  from  Eurik,*  who  recognised  the  sovereign  of 
£ief  as  Grand-Fnnce  and  Lord-Pammoont.  These  princes 
often  held  a  conmss,  in  wMdi  important  afiairs  were  decided, 
appanageii^distnbated,  and  high  offences  judged.  ''The 
umt  which  costs  the  boyar  his  head,*'  said  one  of  them,t 

costs  the  prince  his  appanage." 


CHAPTEE  YI. 

THE  aEAND-PBINCES  OF  THE  SECOND  PEBIOD — TTiADTMTB 

MONOMACHUS — AITDBEW. 

Kow  that  all  these  causes  of  barbarism — the  order  <X 
succession  £rom  brother  to  brother,  partitions,  intestine  dis- 
sensions,  and  the  exclusive  authority  of  the  Euriks— are 
appreciated^  and  that  a  glimpse  has  been  given  of  the  mode 
of  goTemment,  let  us  revert  to  the  history  of  the  main  fEwts, 
for  the  understanding  of  which  it  was  necessary  to  premise 
these  general  considerations. 

*  About  the  year  1150  there  were  more  thaa  seventy-oiie,  all  ftove- 
reigns. 
t  SviatosU^  in  1176. 
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linaak^  son  of  Yaroslaf  Ite  Gceat,  begni  ikie  Mmd 
AasfcrouB  period,  hj  twenty-four  years  of  dyil  war,  iwD  dth 
positions,  two  appeals  to  fiimgii  intervention  for  the  pnrpoie 
of  effiKsting  his  reBtontion,  and  by  a  change  in  the  mode  of 
Baeoession  to  thb  timme,  which  he  left  to  Ms  i)rother  Ym^ 
Jod,  without  any  opposition  being  offoed  by  his  two  sons. 

But  what  boots  it  todwall  <m  &e  name  of  laiaBlaf ;  ortiiflt 
iif «  Yieyolod,  hiaeaeceMRxr,  who  reigned  fifbeen  years  ;  or  of 
a  flviatopolky  the  nephew  of  YseTolod,  and  aon  c£  hk  eld^ 
brother,  who  saoeeeded  faiao,  and  for  twenty  yean  oecopiedm 
throne,  which  was  imuch  more  an  object  of  envy  iftom-tfae 
wealth  and  luxury  of  Kief,  than'fiom  the  eonteeted  power 
iriuchiteonfiBnedP  What  ean  we  learn  from  theae  aomala, 
except  that  they  are  filled  with  outrages,  -uBDzpationB,  tio* 
lated  treaties,  anid  piDagrngs,  eilto  between  the  EvHsian 
prinoes,  or  betweentiieBi  and  the  Botovtsy  Tataia,  tiie  Poftea, 
xm  AB  Hnngaaenas?  Of  theae  fi^ts,  therefiMre,  the  nuQor 
-part  of  which  is  mnranil^  of  being  remembevad,  we  slull 
aaioct  only  such  as  may  ehow  ns  the  eokiur  ofihe  tunes,  and 
gite  na  a  leading  and  genersl  idea  of  that  epoeh.^ 


aihDnt  1084,  t&ece  rises  to  view  the  noble  fimn  of  his  son, 
Yladunir  MononuMshus,  the  hero  of  the  eeoond  period  of  the 
BoBsian  histoxj.  His  first  actions  were  distant  campaigns 
for  the  redress  of  injuries.  A  tutelary  genius  amidst  the 
crowd  of  jprinces  possessing  appanages,  he  was  incessantly 
employed  in  succouring  the  weakajgdnst  the  unjust  aggressor. 
In  their  frightful  incursions,  the  PoloYtzy  always  found  him 
the  fiiiemost  to  arrest  th^  progress.  The  only  £EKst  with 
which  he  can  be  reproached  is,  i^at  he  imee  allowed  himself 
.to  Tiohite  his  faith  with  these  robbers,  who  never  kept  theirs ; 
that  he  aTBiled  himself  of  treachery  ag^dnst  the  tr^herous, 
and  gave  them  up  to  the  slaughter,  wfilethey  were  slmnber- 
izig  amidst  the  fruits  of  their  rapine,  among  which  Yladimir 

^  The  national  lustorian  of  Rossia  himself  is  our  warrant  for  so 
eoimy  a  treatment  of  this  ignoUe  period:  "Un  tebain  ^fcniigerae 
trouymil  aucone  jouisfinoe  dans  la  ptintare  de  eestesttes  ^poqves, 

Bteriles  en  actions  g:lorien9e«',  ct  signaleespnr  dcs  c^iiorref?  crvMles  flcpeu 
d'iiu|)ortance,  entre  Ics  nonibreux  souveraiii8,  dent  les  ombres,  teintes 
du  saog  de  leurs  sujets  inibrtunes,  passcut  sous  ses  yeux  daus  I'obscu- 
xfttfdes  fliddef.'*'— Kaiamsin)  trad,  par  St.  Thoaeset  Jaoffket,  ii.  e4. 
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doubtlM  vBdconed  the  ianaty  they  had  vmuflj  eoctarted 
from  Mm. 

But  by  how  many  great  actions  did  he  not  atone  for  this 
fixoat  error  ^  When,  in  1093,  his  father  died  in  his  arms,  on  the 
&foii0  of  Kief,  which  he  be^nestlied  to  him,  and  of  which 
*all  good  citixenB  impkned  his  aeceptancBi  he  refbaed  it. 
Aiiauzd  as  waa  the  eatabltshed  order  of  aaccesaiony  he  re« 
spected  it,  and  transmitted  the  aeeptre  to  hk  oouain  Syiato* 
"polk*  "  His  father/'  said  he,  waa  the  aenior  of  inine ;  he 
reigned  Brat  in  the  capital.  I  ymh  to  pfeaerre  Buaaia  from 
the  horrora  of  a  civil  waer.'* 

He  did  more;  diaiog  tirenty  ^eaia  he  perriated  in  ihia 
genexoiiB  conduct.  Bemaining  a  fiutbfiil  Taaaal  of  Sviatopolk, 
whose  guard  conaiated  of  only  eight  hmidved  warrlora,  he 
perjDetnally  haatened  to  hia  'aid  in  the  unjnet  wars  and  im- 
prodent  oombata  in  which,  notwithatanding  Tladimii^a  re- 
monatraneea  and  zeproacheBy  the  raoli  monarch  inyohed  him- 
aalf*  In  fightim  for  this  aoTeieigny  Tladinur  lost  in  the 
wsfea  a  bdovea  brother,  whom  He  Tunly  endeayonred  to 
asve  at  the  riak  of  hia  own  life;  and  he  loat  even  hia  appa- 
nage of  Tchemigof,  whidx  the  flagitioua  Oleg,  hia  Trinaman, 
daimed  aa  hia  inheriiance,  and  ancceeded  in  wreafting  from 

^lia  Oleg  wotOd  neiilier  aubmit  to  the  amorabflify  of 
fidby  nor  to  the  eongreaa  <^  1097,  in  which  the  princea  di- 
vided the  appanagea  between  them:  he  had  sworn  on  the 
oross  to  he  satis&d  with  his  ahare,  but  he,  and  Bavid  hia 
brother,  again  appealed  to  the  Polovtzy.  They  perpetually 
laid  open  Eussia  to  those  robbers ;  their  whole  existence  was 
nothing  but  a  tissue  of  treasons. 

Thauks  to  the  influence  of  Christianity,  the  feudal  con- 
tests of  the  Russian  princes-,  not  less  blood-stained  than 
those  of  utlicr  Larbariaiis,  bad  vet  been  rarely  stained  hitherto 
"vviih  any  blood  but  that  which  Aoan  ed  in  battle.  Yor  nearly 
a  century^  Svuitopolk,  the  fratricide,  bad  r(^maiiied  a  solitary 
monster  in  an  age  of  discord,  by  which  he  had  been  held  in 
abomination.  Towards  the  close  of  the  eleventh  century, 
however,  the  detestable  race  of  the  traitor  Oleg,  with  whom 
nothing  was  sacred,  renewed  these  monstrosities  ;  his  brother 
David,  to  whom  the  public  peace,  restored  by  the  conj^ess 
of  1097,  was  insupportable,  framed  a  plot,  slandered  Yladi- 
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mir,  and  tore  out  the  ejes  of  one  of  his  kinsmen^  whose  ap- 
paDngc  Ik;  coveted. 

Tint  tliia  crime,  so  common  in  Greece,  was  unprecedented 
ill  Jviissia,  and  excited  the  utmost  abhorrence.  A  new  con- 
gress of  the  Eussiau  princes  was  assembled  niuler  a  vast  tent, 
and  there,  too,  the  genius  of  Yladimir  Monomachus  was  pre- 
dominant. Thou  pretendest  that  thou  hast  cause  of  com- 
plaint," said  they  to  "David ;  "  thou  art  now  seated  on  the 
same  carpet  with  tliy  brothers.  Speak;  wliich  of  us  dost 
thou  accuser'*    David,  disconcerted,  kept  silence,  and  the 

Erinces  quitted  tlie  tent.  They  mounted  their  horses;  and 
eld  a  council,  all  of  them  completely  armed,  as  wag  the 
custom  under  alarming  circumstances.  Then  separating, 
each  of  them  went  to  consult  his  boyars ;  and  David,  con- 
demned, and  cast  out  with  horror,  was  deprived  of  his  appa- 
nage. Nevertheless,  from  the  pity  of  his  kinsmen  he  received 
four  towns  and  four  hundred  grivnas  for  his  subsistence ;  so 
much  did  these  descendants  of  Burik  respect  his  blood,  even 
when  it  was  most  impure ;  so  much  had  Christianity  softened 
them  since  the  time  of  Vladimir  tlie  Qieat^  who  abolished 
the  penalty  of  death,  and  of  Isiaslaf  his  grandson,  who  agam 
Buppressea  it^  after  it  had  been  restored  by  Yaroslaf  his 
father. 

At  length,  the  death  of  the  infamous  Cleg,  the  last  con- 
.firess  in  which  the  influence  of  Monomachus  shone  so  greatly, 
his  ^nerosiWy  and  his  active  yalour,  suspended  the  civil  dis- 
sensions, and  put  on  end  to  new  wars  against  the  Poles  and 
the  Polovtzy.  During  the  thirty-five  years  of  the  reigns  of 
Vseyolod  and  Sviatopolk,  Vladimir,  who  had  refused  the 
sovereignty  of  Eassia,  had  been  its  tutelar}''  genius. 

But,  in  1113  Sviatopolk  died.  Kief  feU  into  utter  con- 
fusion, and  massacred  its  Jewish  inhabitants,  and  Mono- 
machus, who  was  always  appealed  to  whenever  the  want  of 
ordar  and  justice  was  experienced,  was  again  called  to  the 
throne ;  but  this  hero  of  duty  again  rejected  the  sceptre ;  he 
declared  that  the  son  of  his  enemy,  the  offspring  of  the  per- 
fidious Gleg,  had  an  hereditary  title  to  it.  llis  high  renown, 
however,  his  age,  and  the  existing  circumstances,  triumphed : 
a  unanimous  assent  and  resolve,  and  the  revolt  of  the 
Kievians,  compelled  him  to  reign.  Por  it  is  remarkable,  that 
he  was  elected  by  a  general  and  solemn  assembly  of  the 
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citizens  of  Kief;  tlus,  howeyer^does  not  establisli  the  rights 
of  the  people,  there  being  then  nothing  fixed:  a  great  man 
could  make  infringements  in  everythiug,  and  procure  them 
to  be  made.  Besides,  this  prince  refused  to  avail  himself  of 
tlie  electiou,  which  proves  that  he  did  not  consider  it  valid. 

At  length,  however,  lie  yielded ;  and  order  was  quickly 
restored  by  the  expulsion  of  the  Jews  from  the  whole  of  tho 
Bubsian  territory.  Vladimir  protected  their  retreat,  and 
made  their  exile  be  respected :  it  lasted  for  six  centuries, 
until  the  conquest  of  Poland,  where  tlicir  race  was  numerous, 
led  to  its  partial  and  gradual  abolition. 

At  tho  same  time,  the  lot  of  those  who  were  slaves  by 
contract,  or  fur  debt,  and  even  that  of  the  perpetual  slaves, 
w  as  ameliorated ;  the  passions,  restrained  iu  the  interior  of 
the  state,  were  now  turned  towards  external  objects,  and  the 
civil  wars  ^vere  succeeded  by  useful  wars  against  the  enemies 
of  the  country. 

In  conclusion,  this  great  man  left  to  E-ussia  better  laws,, 
and  to  his  children  the  remembrance  of  his  actions,  of  which, 
on  his  death-bed^  he  traced  the  picture,  andoHered  it  to  them 
as  a  model. 

"My  dear  children,"  said  he,  "  praise  God,  love  men;  for 
it  is  neither  fasting,  nor  solitude,  nor  monastic  vowS|that  can 

give  you  eternal  life  ;  it  is  beneficence  alone. 

Be  fatliers  to  the  orphan ;  be  yourselves  judges  for  tho 
widow.  Put  to  death  neither  the  innocent  nor  the  guilty, 
for  nothing  is  more  sacred  than  the  life  and  soul  of  a  €hris> 
tian. 

"  Keep  not  the  priests  at  a  distance  from  you ;  do  good  to 
them,  that  they  may  offer  up  prayers  to  God  for  you. 

"  Violate  not  the  oath  which  you  have  sworn  on  the  cross. 
My  brothers  said  to  me,  'Assist  us  to  expel  the  sons  of 
iBotislaf,  and  seize  upon  their  provinces,  or  renounce  our 
a]^ance.'  But  1  answeiedi  cannot  forget  that  I  have 
Mssed  the  croBS.' 

"  Bear  in  mind  that  a  man  ought  to  be  always  employed ; 
look  carefully  into  your  domestic  ccmceniB,  and  fly  £rcm 
dnmkenness  and  debaucheir. 

« liove  your  wives,  but  do  not  suffer  them  to  have  any 
power  over  you. 

Endeavour  constantly  to  obtain  knowledge^  Without 
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having  quitted  his  palace,  my  father  spoke  five  lan^T^inges  ;  a 
thing  which  captivates  for  us  the  admiration  of  fort it^iu  ra. 

"^In  war,  be  vigilant ;  be  an  example  to  your  Yoyevodea : 
never  retire  to  rest  without  having  posted  your  guards: 
never  take  off  your  arms  while  you  arc  within  tlie  enemy's 
reach  y  anif  to  avoid  ever  bedpg  aurprised,  be  eady  oa  hone- 
back. 

"  When  you  travel  Ihrougii  your  provinces,  do  not  ailovr 
your  attendants  to  do  the  least  injury  to  the  inhabitants ; 
entertain  always,  at  your  own  expense,  tha  marter  of  tbe 
house  in  which  you  take  up  your  abode. 

"  If  you  find  yourself  aflfecSted  by  some  ailment,  make  three 
prostntimiB  down  to  tiie  ground  b^oie  the  Lord ;  and  l«i 
the  suu  nerer  find  you  in  bed.  As  soon  aa  tibe  first  gleams 
of  day  appeSEod^  my  father,  and  all  the  virtuous  men  by 
whom  he  was  surrounded,  did  thus — they  glorified  the  Lord; 
they  then  seated  themselves  to  deliberate,  or  to  administer 
justice  to  the  people,  or  they  went  to  the  chase,  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  they  slept ;  which  God  penmta  to  ma%  ai 
well  as  to  the  beasts  and  the  birds* 

"  For  my  part,  I  aoeustomed  myself  to  do  eTexytfainsr  tiiafc 
I  might  have  ozdeied  my  serwiftB  to  do :  night  m£  day, 
summer  and  irintert  I  was  perpetually  monns  about.  X 
wished  to  see  evenything  with  mj  own  ejm^  JSewer  did  X 
aibandon  ihe  poor  or  the  widow  to  ike  opprenuimi  of  iSbe 
poweriuL  X  made  it  my  dut;jr  to  inspeot  the  <^nrches  and 
the  sacred  ceiemoniea  OS  lel^ion,  aa  ml  aatiie  management 
of  my  property,  my  stables,  and  the  yultures  and  hawka  of 
mf  hunting  egteblishment, 

^  ^'I  hare  made  eigh|y*tiiiie»  eampoignB  and  many  expedi- 
tioDB;  I  concluded  nineteen  lapeabea  wii^  the  Polorl^;  I 
took  captire  a  hundred  ci  ihmr  pnnoes,  whom  I  aek  fiee 
-agam ;  and  X  put  tsio  hundred  to  deatii  hy  throwing  fhem 
iSioriTecs^ 

^  "No  one  has  erer  trardled  more  rapidly  than  X  hare  done; 
Setlang  out  in  tiie  monnn^  from  Timexiugo^  I  aixived  at 
Kiafl^fcre  tihe  hour  of  Tespesa. 

^  In  my  youth,  what  fidls  from  my  horae  did  I  not  expe- 
rience! wounding  my  feet  and  my  Imnds,  and  breaking  my 
head  against  the  trees ;  but  the  Lord  watched  over  me. 

In^hunting,  amidst  the  thickest  forests,  how  many  times 
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have  I  myself  cauglit  wild  Horses,  and  bound  them  together! 
How  mai}y  times  liave  I  been  thrown  down  by  buffaloes, 
wounded  by  the  antlers  of  8ta<]:s,  and  trodden  under  the  feetr 
of  elks!  A  furious  wild  boar  rent  my  sword  from  my  bald- 
rick;  my  saddle  was  torn  to  pieces  by  a  bear;  this  terrible 
beast  rushed  upon  my  courser,  which  he  threw  dowa  upoiL 
mt ;  but  the  Lord  protected  me. 

O  my  children,  fear  neither  death  nor  wild  beasts ;  ftmik 
in  ProTiaenee  ;  it  far  surpasses  all  hiunan  precautions.'* 

Vladimir  Monomachus  was  married  three  times,  and  had 
fife  ehildren,  who  survived  him.  Mwtialafi  the  eldest,  who 
succeeded  him  as  Grand-Prince,  wwthe  son  of  Gyda,  daugh- 
ter of  H£ux>ld,  the  last  Saxon  king  of  England.  Msti^btf 
inherited  all  bis  fieither's  Tiitufit.  Had  he  lived  as  lon^^ 
be  migbt  banre  seeiired  tbd  repose  of  Eussia ;  but  after  bui. 
brief  reign  of  six  years  we  b^/boji  behold  ^  dissevering 
focee  of  feudalism  in  full  operation,  and  the  pernicious  law 
of  SDCceBnoii  appealed  to  by  the  descaadaata  of  ^  wiidted 
Oleg ;  again  we  behold  all  the  princes  amied  and  arrayed 
a^amal^  each  other  as  in  a  state  of  nature.  In  the  thirty- 
eight  years  tbati  elapsed  betmen  the  loign  of  Mstislaf  and 
that  cf  Andrew  of  Suzdal,  appsnagjes  were  indefinitely  muK 
tiplied.  In  this  abort  interval,  elem  pdinoes,  chiefly  de- 
aeendanta  cf  Okg  and  Vladimir,  renewed,  vnth  varioiHi 
aooceaa,  the  contest  of  their  fathers :  they  besieged  the  baxw 
baric  tittVBie^  and  aeiambled  witk  ewsh  other  m  ita  rnda 
opmimon. 

At  lengUi,  towaxda  the  middle  of  tiie  twelfth  century,  by 
neaaa  of  partition  on  partiticm,  and  oiril  war  on  civil  wjar, 
llie  Grand-Crincipality  nad  dwindled  to  UtHa  more  than 
dty  of  Kie£  Itfrpaaamovmt  sovereignty  was  nothing  bob  a 
mntilile;  and  jet,  whether  it  arose  from  the  influence  of  m 
name,  or  that  Tt  was  slaD  looked  npon  as  tbe  Oapna,  the 
lUbjlon  of  the  BuasianB^  the  metropolis  of  their  religion, 
tiie  emjfonum  €i  Hxm  commeDce,  tihe  aonree  of  their  catvil^ 
sationyitiscatBinthatall  tiie- anarc^  of  the  princea  con- 
Ifnned  to  be  obstinately  bent  against  Kief:  the  eje  becomei 
hewildeved  in  gazing  upon 

In  the  nndat  of  it,  howerar,  some  faeces  are  yisible  c£  Ae 
struggle  between  the  daaesndanie  of  Vladimir  Monomaohoe 
endthflMof  01^  The  latteri  still  reprobated  bf  the  people, 
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looked  for  support  to  tho  nomad  barbarians  of  tlic  south; 
the  former  sought  it  from  the  love  of  their  people  and  from 
the  Hungarians,  who  were,  at  least,  equal  to  the  Kussians  in 
ciyiHsation.  It  would  appear  as  if  these  lineages,  like  those 
of  Cain  and  Abel,  always  letained  the  distinguishing  marks 
of  their  origin. 

But,  at  length,  one  of  the  appanaged  princeSi  Igor  of 
Suzdal,  obtained  the  ascendancy  in  this  chaosi  and  for  a 
short  time  even  inspired  a  hope  that  he  would  reduce  it  to 
Older.  Like  the  founder  of  the  third  Srench  dynasty,  his 
strength  lay  in  his  patrimony.  The  principality  of  Suzdal 
included  the  present  gOTemments  of  Yaroslaf,  Kostroma, 
Yladimir,  Moscow,  and  a  part  of  Noygoicd,  Tver,  Nijni 
NoYgorod,  Tulsi  and  Kaluga.  But  this  vast  country,  the 
centre  of  Eussia^  was,  in  the  eyes  of  the  prince  who  reigned 
over  it,  nothing  more  than  a  cheerless  place  of  banishment. 
He  could  see  there,  he  declared,  only  an  inclement  dimate, 
uncultiTated  deserts,  gloomy  forests,  and^  a  people  plunged 
in  ignorance.  Kief  alone  could  charm  him ;  he  made  lum- 
self  master  of  it,  or  rather,  Kief  made  itself  master  of 
him;  and  there  he  soon  after  died,  more  the  victim  of  sensual 
pleasures  than  of  the  weight  of  years. 

The  host  of  apnanaged  princes  instantly  started  up  again ; 
again  they  mshea  to  seize  upon  the  throne  of  Eiei!;  earned 
it  by  assault,  and  passed  ana  repassed  on  it  with  such  ra- 
pidity, that  the  eye  is  baffled  in  its  attempt  to  follow  them* 

One  alone,  whose  youth  was  that  of  Achilles,  withdrew 
firom  this  ambitious  crowd:  it  was  Andrew,  the  hehr  of 
Sosdal.  He  viewed  thatgreat  appanage  with  yer^  different 
eves  from  his  &ther.  ^'i^ie,"  said  he,  still  abide  simpli- 
dfy  of  manners,  the  obedience  of  the  people,  and  the  devoted 
fidelity  of  the  boyars ;  while  at  Kief,  a  city  which  is  on  tiie 
frontier  of  the  Hungarians,  the  Poles,  and  the  PoloTtzy,  all 
is  pillage,  murder,  eivil  and  foreign  war."  Thus,  while  he 
left  the  rest  of  the  princes  to  tear  each  other  to  pieces,  and 
exhaust  themselves  round  Eief,  he  regarded  it  with  contempt, 
and  kept  himself  apart  in  his  patrimony.  There  he  appeared 
to  reflect  deeply  on  the  calamities  of  his  country.  It  was 
especially  in  tlie  divergent  position  of  Kief,  and  in  the  par- 
titions of  the  empire,  that  he  discovered  the  cause  of  them. 
Por  this  reason  he  reiubed  all  grauia  ul  temtory  iu  liis  own 
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vast  domain,  even  ia  fayour  of  his  neareat  relations,  and 
commenced  a  war  of  extermination  agunst  appanages.  For 
tluB  reason  it  was  tbat  he  rendered  iiis  Yladimir  worthy  of 
being  the  Bossian  capital ;  that  he  aggrandised  Hobcow,  a 
creation  of  his  father ;  founded  around  him  a  number  of 
dticB,  peopled  them  with  the  Bulgarians  of  the  Yolga,  whom 
he  haa  subjugated,*  and  drew  into  Central  Bussia,  bj  the 
attraction  of  peace,  the  population  of  the  south,  wl^ch  fled 
fiom  the  horrors  of  all  kmds  of  war. 

At  length,  in  1168,  after  haying  been  repulsed  bj  the 
proud  and  flckle  Novgorod,  he  led  his  army  against  !Cief ; 
and  this  second  capital  of  the  Bussians,  taken  hj  storm, 
desj^iled,  and  degraded,  resigned  the  supremacy  to  Yla- 
dimu*. 

In  the  following  year,  however,  the  nimierous  troops  of 
Andrew,  commanded  by  one  of  his  sons,  having  under  him 
seventy-one  princes  of  the  blood,  were  again  foiled  before 
Novgorod,  where  reigned  a  son  of  the  prince  of  Kief.  Nov- 
gorod was  at  the  climax  of  its  power :  as  the  emporium  of  the 
commerce  of  Persia  and  India  with  Germany,  it  had  been 
recently  admitted  into  tlic  Hanseatic  league.  But,  though 
it  twice  successfully  resisted  all  the  forces  of  Andrew,  it 
yielded  to  liis  policy ;  and  the  first  capital  of  tlie  Russians, 
like  the  second,  acknowledged  a  third  city  as  tin*  metropolis. 

Andrew  had  triumphed  in  this  part  of  his  double  coiiibat ; 
but  in  that  of  the  appanages,  custom,  backed  by  too  powerful 
interests,  prevailed  against  him.  Opposed  to  a  single  Grand- 
Prince,  whose  interest  it  was  to  destroy  the  system,  there 
was  a  throng  of  princes,  all  sovereifflas,  who  must  necessarily 
be  anxious  for  its  continuance;  and  not  only  those  prmces, 
but  also  their  guards,  and  the  whole  of  the  boyars,  that 
multitude  of  adventurers  retained  by  each  of  the  descend- 
ants  of  Eurik,  all  of  whom  subsisted  on  this  usage  and  its 
attendant  defects. 

The  whole  of  them,  therefore,  revolted.  It  was  in  vain 
that  the  brothers  and  nephews  of  Andrew,  to  whom  he  had 

*  Aadrew  did  not  personaUj  make  war  after  his  accetsioa  to  the 
thioiie.  This,  perhapa,  it  the  reason  why,  from  the  date  of  his  reign, 
the  chronklcs  givo  the  name  of  court  to  that  which  th^  previouBlj 
.doDominated  the  guard  of  the  piinoe. 
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lefiuad  appwiageB,  were  banished,  and  forced  to  fly  aa  £h^98 
ByEantium  ^  the  rest  of  Kusaia,  divided  nmmg  Lis  kmsBMBi 
]iad  the  upper  hand.  Kief  and  Norgfxod  escaped  from  Itia 
finmpi  his  armies  of  fifty  tiuNmnil  men  wera  baffled  by  an 
lATfttewbely  rooted  custom ;  it  W40  victorious,  and  all  Ite 

C'^jjof  ^[itdrew  availed  only  to  seeme  §or  him  an  empiy 
age.  FiuaUy,  m  hia  own  patrimony,  whioh»  ii»  leaet,  he 
was  desirous  to  preserve  entire  and.unmvided,heimcctt#lhr 
assassinated  by  his  subjects,  and  died  hated  and  unavenged. 

The  &11  of  this  Ghrand-Prince,  and  of  his  plan  of  at* 
taining  order  and  strength  by  the  coneantnildon  of  pmet, 
took  place  in  1174.  This  great  effort  mm  made  too  aoooy  aa 
appears  from  the  triumphant  xeaiatanoe  which  custom  op- 
posed to  it ;  and  too  late  with  reference  to  the  Tatar  vgm» 
aion^  which  oecumd  flfly^our  years  subse^nmtly.  For^ 
even  supposing  a  succession  of  able  princes,  and  a  sefieaof 
well-dirocted  worts,  half  a  century  would  not  have  been  svi^ 
fici^t  to  give  to  Bnssiay  by  the  centcaliBatioB  of  power,  all 
the  erm^  of  which  abe  waa  soseeptibla,  and  whtcl^  indeed^ 
was  indispensable  for  her  safety.  JJi  Ustcny  provea  thab 
safih  a  coDcentratiim  ci  power  in  a  feudal  tMs^  and  iniba 
fiice  of  audi  formidable  and  hostile  interests^  has  ever  beoi  a 
teak  of  diffieaLt  and  tedious  accomplishment. 

Vast  from  pmisting  in  eanying  this  grat  conception  into 
effect,  tihe  first  successor  of  Andrew  weflUr  allowed  to  be 
broken  up  into  appanages  the  irast  domain  ol  Suadal^  which, 
by  its  temporary  union  in  one  hand^  had  become  the  nudena 
of  empiie.  The  second  suffered  the  Grand<-PrinGipaU<7  to  be 
disputed  with  him^.  by  one  of  the  pzinoes  to  whom  he  had 
given  an  appanage  out  of  his  own  domain.  The  third  went 
still  further :  he  ingenuously  declared  that  he  did  not  require 
any  homage  from  the  princes  holding  appanages,  and  that  to 
God  alone  were  they  accountable  for  theu^  conduct. 

Thus,  the  residt  of  this  third  change  of  the  capital  was, 
to  transport  the  frenzy  of  civil  war  into  the  middle  of 
iiussia,  to  break  it  up  into  appanages,  and  to  remove  the 
centre  of  government  not  only  from  Greece,  its  commerce, 
and  its  civilisation,  but  also  from  the  most  European  of 
the  Eusaian  provinces.  The  latter,  seeking  to  obtain  some 
point  of  support  within  reacb|.  were  not  abw  in  becoming  . 
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Hungarian,  Polish,  and  Litdiuaniaiii.  Einally,  this  change 
of  lesidence  completed  the  decomposition  of  tha  north  at 
Snrope,  at  the  yery  moment  when  Central  Asia^  united  im 
one  mass,  and  under  a  single  chief,  was  ready  to  pour  domty 
idtfi  «r«rw]ttdttii]^  v^ghly  upaa  ijoaA-imtottiogm^  country. 


CHAPTEE  VII. 

A  QBEAT  conqueror  had  now  arisen  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bnssia,  at  the  precise  instant  when  that  unhappy  country 
had  no  other  means  of  defence  than  the  fragments  of  a  power 
worn  out  and  rent  to  pieces  by  discord. 

In  consequence  of  this,  nothin*^  more  was  required  to 
crush  her  tiian  a  single  lieutenant  of  Gengbi.s-Khan,  and 
two  efforts,  one  of  which  was  made  in  1221,  througli  the  de- 
files of  Caucasus,  the  other,  in  1237,  on  the  side  of  eastern 
Bulgaria  (the  country  of  Kasan).  The  first,  which  was 
merely  an  incurr^ion,  cost  the  victor  only  one  battle  j  the 
second,  some  insirniificant  combats,  but  many  sieges. 

Let  u8,  ui  the  iirst  place,  investigate  the  causes  of  this  in- 
vasion, of  its  rapid  success,  and  of  the  long  duraticni  of  tin's 
last  triumph  of  Asia  ;  we  will  then  trace  the  slow  and  gradual 
progress  of      Russians  towards  independence. 

The  principal  causes  of  this  great  invasion  of  Europe  by 
Asia  are  to  be  found  in  the  genius  of  Geiighis-Tvhan,  who 
united  tlie  iVlongols*  and  Tatars,  and  in  the  manners  of  those 
two  people. 

That  ambitious  prince  could  attain  greatness  by  war 
alone ;  he  was  a  barbarian  ;  he  held  command  over  shepherds, 
who,  like  their  flocks,  were  compelled  to  be  migratory ;  how% 
in  those  vast  deserts,  would  it  have  been  possible  to  keep 
them  dependent  on  him,  elsewhere  than  in  camps?  How 
could  he  retain  them  united  in  camps,  otherwise  than  by 
continual  conquests;  without  which,  these  shepherd  tribes 
were  under  the  necessity  of  separating  into  a  multitnde  of 

*  Mogols,  according  to  De  Guignes  and  Karamsin;  and  Mongols, 
accoidiug  to  Malte-Brun,  Depping,  and  LeTesq,ue. 
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hordes,  to  find  tlie  means  of  siibpistence  ?  "War,  perpetual 
war,  therefore,  conid  alone  satiate  his  desires,  'and  give  a 
relish  to  his  power.  Whea  he  had  devoured  the  whole  of 
Asia,  Europe  was  required. 

To  say  that  the  Russians  had  interfered  in  defence  of  the 
Folovtzy,  and  had  murdered  the  Tatar  envoys,  who  came  to 
propose  an  insidious  alliance,  would  be  to  assign  a  puerile 
cause  for  this  migh^  invasion.  Lured,  like  all  their  prede- 
cessors, by  the  riches  of  Byzantium,  would  these  greedy 
barbarians  have  passed  by  Russia  without  ^ving  lier  a 
thought  ?  Would  not  Kief,  which  was  almost  in  their  road^ 
and  the  Greek  luxury  of  the  Russians,  have  been  sufficient 
to  attract  them  ?  They,  had  heard  of  them,  in  1221,  from 
the  Polovtzy,  and  in  1237  from  the  Silver  Bulgarians,* 
whose  plundering  excursions  had  made  them  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  wealth  of  the  Russians.  Besides,  the 
tolovtzy  and  the  Bulgarians  of  the  Volga  were  nt  war  with 
the  Tatars,  and  tho  conquest  of  these  by  the  latter  naturally 
led  to  that  of  Kief  and  Vladimir. 

As  to  the  causes  of  the  rapid  success  of  the  Tatars,  we 
must,  in  the  first  place,  observe,  that  the  circumstance  of 
their  pastoral  habits  preventing  them  from  becoming  at- 
tached to  any  country,  could  not  fail  to  forward  the  vast 
and  ambitious  projects  of  Genghis-Ehan.  This  kind  of  life 
renders  a  people  fit  for  the  profession  of  arms,  and  keeps 
them  ever  ready  for  action.  The  nomad  nations  are  armies ; 
irregular,  indeedi  but  easily  put  in  motion,  prompt,  and 
always  on  foot ;  whatever  they  leave  behind  them  can  be 
guarded  by  old  men,  women,  and  children.  To  such  nations 
war  is  not  an  event ;  for  long  marches  produce  but  little 
change  in  the  habits  of  a  wandering  people :  their  houses, 
their  provisions,  march  along  with  them ;  and  this  is  of  some 
importance  in  uncultivated  plains  and  uninhabited  forests. 
The  Tatars,  therefore,  had  over  the  Bussians  the  advantage 
which  standing  armies  have  over  hasty  levies. 

Here,  however,  we  must  call  to  recollection  the  existence 
of  the  permanent  guards  of  the  Russian  princes,  to  which  must 
be  added  those  of  the  cities,  though  the  latter  had  doubtless 
less  military  experience  than  the  former;  but  the  national 

*  OrBalgaHaiisof  the  Volga. 
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authors  give  ub  to  understand,  that  the  perxnanenoe  of  these 
guards  had  induced  a  habit  of  wholly  committing  to  them  all 
raat  related  to  war^  and  that  the  people  were  become  unfit 
for  bearing  ams. 

Add  to  this,  that  here,  as  was  the  case  wherever  the 
l^onoans  established  themselTCS  with  their  military  goyem* 
menty  there  could  be  no  warriors  but  free  men  and  pro- 
prietors ;  and  efen.  from  these  we  must  deduct  the  traders 
and  the  clergy.  Now,  continual  wars  had  so  much  increased 
the  number  of  monks,  hired  servants,  and  slaves,  and  so  much 
diminished  that  of  free  men  and  landholders,  that  there  re- 
mained scarcely  warriors  enough  to  make  head  against  the 
Polovtzy. 

Amidst  a  ruin  and  depopulation  wliicli  ^vaa  so  general, 
oven  tlie  guard  of  the  prmcc  must  necessarily  lose  luuch  of 
its  original  strength.  It  has  been  seen,  that  about  the  year 
1100,  the  guard  of  the  Grand-Prince  consisted  of  only  eight 
hundred  men,  and  that  he  lost  it.  Hence  it  happened  that, 
with  the  exception  of  one  battle  and  some  trivial  skirmishes 
in  the  field,  the  Tatars  encountered  no  resistance  except 
from  the  cities,  in  which  all  who  had  fled  to  them  for  refuge — 
peasants,  priests,  and  populace,  were  converted  into  warriors 
by  despair. 

Even  this  did  not  take  place  till  the  second  invasion :  to 
the  first,  we  see  the  inhabitants  of  those  cities  opposing  no- 
thing but  processions  of  priests  and  suppliants,  whom  the 
barbarians  amused  themselves  by  trampiiag  under  their 

horses'  feet. 

Another  cause  of  the  nature  of  this  second  war,  a  war 
wholly  of  sieges,  was,  that  in  barbarous  times,  when  tactics 
were  nnlmown ,  an  impetuous  cavalry  must  have  had  the  supe- 
riority in  an  open  country :  now,  the  Tatars  being  always  in 
the  saddle,  and  being  mayters  of  the  provinces  which  pro- 
duced the  finest  horses,  were  the  best  horsemen  in  the  world. 
The  E-ussiang,  on  the  contrary,  were  infantry ;  their  guards 
being  overwhelmed,  and  tlie  rest  badly  armed  and  undis- 
ciplined, could  not  keep  their  ground,  except  in  cities, 
against  such  furious  cavalry. 

The  annalists  boast  much  of  the  obstinate  defence  made  by 
the  cities,  the  greater  part  of  which  suffered  themselves  to  be 
taken  by  aseault,  and  destroyed,  rather  than  surrender.  The 
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exniple  of  the  sacking  of  one  city  did  not  deter  another  from 
€Kpo8ing  itself  to  the  same  fate.  In  this  is  supposed  to  be 
Mnifert  the  same  tenaoions  firmness  eiren  to  death,  which 
now  forms  a  distinguishing  feature  in  the  Russian  diAracter. 
Bat  the  truth  was,  that  as  the  Tatars  gloried  in  being  eqaallj 
fnthless  and  pitiless,  no  treaify  oonld  be  made  iiMi,  nor  any 
quarter  expected  them.  It  was  their  modm,  that  ^  the 
vanquished  can  never  be  the  friends  of  the  victors ;  the  deatil 
of  tbe  former  is  necessaiy  for  the  safety  of  the  latber." 

Now,  with  the  reduction  whidi  had  taken  plaoe  in  ibeiw- 
like  class  of  the  Bussians,  let  us  contrast  tl^  eaonnoua  mag»» 
tude  of  the  Tatar  anniea.  Plan-Carpia,  tiie  imJbaBsackiraettt 
to  Baty  by  the  Pope,  saw  that  Khan  surrounded  by  n 
famdi^  tibioiisand  wamors,  of  wbom  a  hundred  and  £fty 
thousand  w«re  Tatars.  Dhere  waa^  at  that  peiaod,  no  art 
wfaiehteonld  counterbalance  wocYl  an  astounding  dispropoitian 
of  force.  Eubruqids,*  who  was  the  envoy  from  St.  Ikmhs  to 
Mangn-iOua,  gives  us  as  vast  an  idea  of  I^MOk 

There  wave  uso  oiiier  causes  which  gvre  l^e  superiority  to 
<to  Xattts.  Among  the  Ghrak,  as  among  idl  bwhanans,  it 
was  bj  CEieB  cheated  from  village  to  village  that  xnteHigenoe 
wastransButted;  tbe  more  thm&y  the  conntl^  peopled, 
the  more  speedily  was  the  news  conveyed.  In  Bnasia,  wneee 
the  direllings  wm  separated  by  deserts,  tins  kind  of  eom- 
mnnieation  was  perpetually  mtenupted,  ao  a  piinoe  w» 
often  surprised  in  ma  capital  by  th^en^ny;  thk  waaagrest 
adnmtage  iOn  the  mde  of  an  aasailani  always  Teacty,  andao 
rapid  in  his  movements* 

These  as  reason  to  believe,  Hkewi  se,  that  the  MoDgoia,  who 
were  aibMriied  ao  ne«r  tbe  manes  of  NertrinBC^  and  had  te* 
come  mstes  of  the  Uxal  and  the  Caacaaaa,  weiie  provided 
with  better azmstiian  tlie  ItuasiftnB ;  acooordingly,  tbejamaKsiB 
mak  witAi  horror  of  the  long  and  steeled  am>wi  «f  thoae 
XatHts,  of  their  huge  aeanitei»,  tikeir  piloea  mUk  hmkM^  md 

This  monk  was  bold  ta  thhdc  that  be  odqUI  «0Brat  MMgn;  hut 

the  Khan  replied  to  him:     The  Mongols  are  not  ignorant  of  the 

existence  of  a  God,  and  they  love  him  with  all  their  hearts:  there  are 
as  many,  und  more  ways  of  being  saypd,  than  there  are  finders  on  yotir 
hands ;  and,  if  Gud  has  given  you  the  Bible,  he  has  given  lis  the 
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those  terrible  battering^ftiiis  ^MA.  m  one  Aq^  bTttHttW 
the  walls  of  Kief^  their  strongest  city* 

.AiDoiher  ciioonstsiice  which  we  nnuit  figure  to  ourselves 
is,  the  sudden  orgMBsKtwm  df  tiiese  wa&dering  hordes  in 
diwgiops  of  ten  thousand  men,  TeghnentB  of  a  thousuidy 
companies  of  a  hundred,  and  detttckments  of  ten.  We  most 
tho  admiire  1^  Knmuil  aetembkge  of  all  the  chielb  in  tlie 
psesenoe  ef  Oemglne;  his  sole  nemiB  of  knowing  them, 
keeping  tiiem  in  a  aort  of  cooneKion,  and  impressing  their 
mizuli  with  kia  mjAtkenty,  tkrougkoot  so  wt  m  eittent :  liar 
it  was  im  the  niidit  of  deaerls  that  tke  aplendeur  of  kia 
gwna  karat  it  is  itere,  espedallj,  thsA  we  witeeaa 
what  can  be  accomplished  by  the  influence  of  one  man  over 
ao  nai^  menaad  evea^  andeKren  in  apite  of  naitoie. 

SkamciaBi  kad  ita  akare.  In  one  of  tkeae  general  aa- 
aoBiblies,  a  prophet  kad  predielied  to  Oengkia*Kkan  tkat  ke 
imiklbeinaflterof  tke  world.  We  nnirt  also  remark,  ihat^ 
aoMing  the  Mongols,  tke  tkrae  kigkeat  erimea  were  adultery, 
witckcraffei  and  cowwdioe;  and  tnat,  m  fine,  msn,  wko  kad 
aiick  Aery  paaaiona,  wko  ware  ao  ignorant,  and  wko  were 
keond  to  xiak  ikeir  Uvea  uader  pam  of  deaA,  49^^ 
be  fimidaUe  aoSdiera. 

Beaidea,  it  is  not  ^ery  aatonishing  IM  the  diaimited  Soa^ 
aiana  akeuld  have  been  oTerUmwn  by  tke  Mongols,  tmited 
to  the  Tatars.  To  sum  up  the  whole,  the  genius  of  Genghis, 
the  impulse  given  by  him,  the  confidence  which  he  be- 
queathed, and  the  enthusiasm  inspired  by  forty  years  of 
Victorv,  arc  strikine:  causes  oi"  success. 

Thei^c  nomad  hordes  pushed  their  conquests  as  far  as  into 
Hungary,  and  beyond  Tukuid ;  but  u  dearly-bought  victory 
m  Silesia,  and  the  poverty  of  Brandenburg,  havmg  dibgusied 
them,  they  confined  themselves  to  Russia. 

Yet,  With  tbe  assistance  of  the  Polovtzy,  the  Alans  might 
have  defended  the  entrance  of  European  liussia  against  the 
Tatars,  who,  in  tlie  first  instance,  attacked  it  by  the  south- 
west of  the  Caspian,  and  the  defiles  of  Caucasus ;  but,  de- 
ceived by  offers  of  frieudsldp,  and  by  the  remembrance  of  a 
common  origin,  the  Polovtzy  abandoned  the  Alans.  Ab  soon 
as  the  latter  were  crushed,  and  the  Caucasus  was  penetrated, 
the  war  fell  in  tarn  on  the  Polovt^^  who^  driyen  to  the 
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Dniepr,  implored  aid  irom  the  prmcea  of  Kief  luid  Gta- 
litsch. 

Those  princes  were  aware  of  their  true  interest,  and  united 
with  the  Polovtzy.  It  was  then  that  the  Tatar  envoys  were 
Ivilled,  who  came  to  offer  to  the  Russians  the  same  friendship 
wiili  which  thej  had  lured  the  Polovt/y.  The  league  of  tlie 
liussians  was  imperfect:  by  a  feigned  retreat,  they  were 
drawn  to  the  banks  of  the  Kalka,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Don.  There  the  prince  of  G-alitsch  was  desirous  of  van- 
quishing without  the  help  of  the  prince  of  Kief,  who,  on  his 
part,  allowed  lum  to  be  defeatedi  and  was  slaughtered  in  his 
turn :  all  the  south  of  Biunia  was  lavagedi  after  which  the 
Tatara  withdrew. 

This  sketch  of  their  first  expedition,  in  1221y  ehowB  with 
what  prudent  and  deceptive  pohcy  these  Tatars  prepared  for 
a  war  which  they  were  to  carry  on  with  all  the  fury  of  bar- 
barism :  what  Montesquieu  says  of  the  character  of  Attila 
yell  portrays  the  Tatar  character,  which^  patient  and  subtle 
in  polii^i  is  implacable  and  furious  in  war. 

There  are  yet  two  additional  reasons  to  be  assigned  for 
the  general  conquest  of  Eussia,  in  1237,  by  Baty,  grandson 
of  G-enghiSy  and  Khan  of  the  Kaptchak.  In  the  mt  place, 
famine,  a  plague,  the  earthquake  of  1230,  and  a  paroxysm  of 
intestine  ussension,  had  weakened  the  Eussians ;  while,  on 
the  contrary,  the  pacific  reign  of  Zuzi-Khan,  had  prepared 
the  Kaptchak;  secondly,  the  Grand-Prince  of  Vladimir 
(Yury,  or  George)  was  an  idiot,  who  never  thought  of  form- 
ing an  alliance  with  the  Bulgarians,  and  allowed  himself  to 
be  beaten  in  detaU.  As  he  was  solely  occupied  in  adorn- 
ing the  churches,  perpetuating  mendicity  by  alms,  and  kit- 
tening the  monks,  ne  believed  that  Grod  would  do  the  rest. 

The  infamy  of  the  Bussian  princes,  who,  at  the .  outset, 
deserted  each  other ;  who,  as  we  shall  see  in  the  sequel,  next 
employed  themselves  in  mutually  completing  the  work  of 
their  own  destruction ;  and  ended  with  choosing  Baty  as  the 
arbiter  of  their  quarrels;  tiiis,  and  the  establishment,  on 
the  Bussian  frontier,  of  the  great  Tatar  empire  of  Kaptcbak,* 

*  Kaptchak,  or  the  Gtolden  Horde,  a  Khannat,  which,  according  to 
JjSTeBqve,  was  comprehended  between  the  Tolga,  the  Yaik,  and  the 
Don;  and,  according  to  De  Golgnes,  extended  much  farther  towards 
the  north-east  of  the  Caspian.  It  is  man  bdifiTed,  that  the  Siii  or 
ancient  JaxarteSyWas  its  boundaiy. 
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which  extended  firom  the  north  of  the  Caspian  to  the  banks 
of  tbe  Bon,  were  causes  not  only  of  the  succeBfles  of  the 
Tatars^  but  also  of  the  duration  of  their  supremacj  in 
Bussia. 

The  Khans  of  Kaptchak,  Astrakhan,  Kasaxii  and  the  Crimea^ 
long  drew  from  the  wandering  hordes  a  swarm  of  soldiers, 
ready  to  engage  in  any  enterprise,  having  little  to  lose,  every- 
thing to  gain,  and  nothing  to  leave  behind  them.  Their 
number  was  la  pt  up  b^  the  slaves  whom  they  captured ; 
they  enrolled  their  vanquished  enemies  under  theur  standardSi 
and  thus  made  their  conquests  supply  the  means  of  conquer- 
ing. In  Bussia,  howeveri  the  difference  of  religion,  climate, 
and  manners  became  an  obstacle.  They  could  goTem  it 
only  from  a  distance,  and  as  paramount  sorereigns*  It  was 
necessarf  for  them  to  hare  armies  there,  to  oppose  the 
Lithuionians,  the  Swedes,  and  the  Livonians,  their  common 
enemies;  for  those  three  people,  combined  with  the  Hun- 
garians and  the  Poles,  had  risen  at  once  against  Bussia,  and 
rushed  upon  that  fidlen  prey.  But  the  Tatars  not  being 
men  to  be  retained  in  a  country,  the  climate  of  which  was 
repugnant  to  all  their  habits,  they  left  the  Bussian  princes 
there  to  reign  and  to  fight  for  them.  This  addition  of 
European  wars,  which  bmn  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth 
centuries,  weakened  tlie  BussianB,  and  tiius  c(mtributed  to 
the  continuance  of  the  Tatar  yoke. 

Here  might  be  enimierated  the  &mines,  which  were  a 
consequence  of  the  Tatar  invasion  and  of  Eussian  impro* 
vidence ;  and  next,  tbe.  endless  dissensions  between  the 
Bussian  princes  and  in  the  republics ;  but  all  these  causes 
of  the  long  endurance  of  slavery  were  equally  the  causes  of 
the  conquosc. 

From  the  spot  where  Kasan  now  stands,  to  as  as 
Vladimir,  the  seat  of  the  Russian  empire,  the  Tatars  de- 
stroyt'd  everything  ;  such  was  theii'  custom.  AVTiy  should  a 
pastoral  and  migratory  people  have  spared  the  cities  ?  Pas- 
turage was  all  they  stooa  in  need  of.*   This  solitude  Haltered 

*  See,  in  122a»  the  assembly  of  the  Mongol  chiefs,  several  of  whom 

proposed  to  (Tori<2:his-Khrin  to  massacre  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  con- 
quered couutries,  in  order  to  convert  those  vast  and  populoiis  regions 
into  pasturage.  (De  Guignes,  toL  iii*  4to.) 
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their  pride  and  ensured  their  safoty.  Could  tliey  nllowto  be 
left  in  their  rear  a  population  which  in i -lit  ha\  o  horome  an 
army ;  armies  being  then  the  same  thing  as  the  population  ? 
Like  nil  similar  barbarians,  they  made  war  upon  walls;  for 
to  Bucli  ti-ibe??,  walls  nro  enrmies;  at  homr.  because  thov  nre 
in  opposition  to  their  manners:  anion tiieir  neigkbouES^ 
because  tiiey  are  an  obstacle  to  their  violence. 

The  deserts  w^hich  these  Tatars  made,  and  which  would 
hayc  stopped  the  progress  of  other  than  a  nomad  people, 
were  no  impediment  to  them.  Their  horses  found  pasture  in 
them,  and  horses  were  eveiything  in  tkdr  '^ey^.  Bttt  thg 
principal  md.  wlddi  the  Tatars  had  m  yiew,  in  thus  spveadiag 
destruotion,  was  to  root  their  power  deeply  by  terror ;  for,  as 
soon  as  they  had  produoed  4oe  dewed  eiTect,  they  treated 
with  honanr  the  Eossian  princes  who  applied  to  tliemy  iAkomghf 
at  the  same  time,  they  enfeebled  them  ty  insidious  partitions. 
They  founded  Sarai,*  and  then  Kamiy  and  ^ua  egtabliriiod 
tiiem8el:?es  in  the  Ticiniij  of  Hmt  ocmoMft 

After  Baty,  Burgai  csined  a  genend  ceDstas  of  the  S» 
sians  to  be  made.  He  aent  mfemats  (baskaks)  inth  foteM 
iBbeeach  principality,  impost  taxes,  and  placed  a  govemop- 
general  on  the  frontier.  Sb  prohibited,  under  nm  of  desth, 
the  plundering  of  the  monastniea;  eoNBptea  the  |jiiiiiti 
ioom  all  tribute ;  and  did  not  fear  to  Mignnit  their  temporal 
power,  that  he  might  secure  in  hw  iatoresi  ti^ir  spiritual 
POWBF,  winch  th^  knew  better  how  to  make  use  of.  In  the 
OMigvacing  of  the  princes  of  Elief  and  of  Yladimnc^who  had 
recognised  the  Pope,  the  Tatar  displayed  his  care  to  defend 
the  Greek  ifefigion  winch  he  did  not  pvoirai,  but  of  ifhioh 
he  knew  the  aacendaney  cm  tbete  tdbatey  tribea»  taai 
which  he  consideied  aa  a  bamer  between  Buana  and  ^bb 
cast  of  Bnn^pe. 

The  weakenxDff  of  tiie  ftndal  tie  in  Boaak  had  £Miiii»ted 
Oe  oofiqneet ;  the  polkj  «f  the  Shana  oom^eted  ite  nn- 
kNMULg  of  ibsA  tie.  TheyiiheaMeihFes  oeUeoted  iAm  MMe 
of  aa^  district ;  they  receiTed  the  homage  and  tibe  a^>eals 
of  eyery  prince ;  and,  when  they  committed  the  fault  of  re- 
establishfiag  a  Grand-Prince,  they  allowed  several  rivals  to 

*  Capital  of  the  Kaptchak  :  ac«)rding"  to  Abiilp^asi,  a  Tatar  pciace 
and  imturiaii,  it  y/&s»  bitiiated  an  the  Voi^fi^a,  mith  of  Adtr akkaiu 
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lay  claim  to  tbis  pgfaaucunit  swuj,  nitde  tliem  waft  Aeir 
decision,  ajid  CRimeftiBieB  retained  tltem  «fc  iMr  Horde  for 

two  whole  years.  At  tiM  same  time,  thej  prevented  ihe 
settling  of  any  order  of  succession.  In  a  word,  they  made 
themselves  lords  paramount ;  for,  at  the  outset,  they  adopted 
the  plan  of  not  permitting;  any  prince,  great  or  sinail,  to 
assume  the  goverument  of  his  states  before  he  had  journeyed 
to  the  Great  HDrde  to  solicit  the  investiture. 

The  eflect  of  these  journeys,  to  accomplish  which  a  yeST 
was  barely  sufficient,  was  to  leave  the  priucipalities  without 
Russian  chiefs,  and  under  the  authority  of  the  Tatar  baskaks ; 
to  prove  the  supremacy  of  the  Grand- Khans  ;  to  make  known 
to  these  Mongols  with  what  kind  of  men  they  had  to  deal ; 
to  ruin  the  competitors  by  the  customary  j^sents ;  and, 
lastly,  as  accusers  of  the  princes  were  never  wanting  among 
their  kinsfolk  and  rivals,  to  make  them  dread  the  terrible 
vengeance  of  the  Khans,  in  case  of  their  having  to  reproaob 
themselves  with  so  much  as  a  sigh  for  independence. 

Several  princes  were  suinmoned  to  the  Great  Horde,  tried, 
and  executed.  But  th(  so  Tatars,  who  thus  cruelly  pmiished 
the  insubordination  of  tlie  iiussian  princes,  joined  with  them 
in  their  foreign  wars.  They  even  served  them  in  their  civil 
wars ;  and  this  was  the  manner  in  which  they  did  so :  a 
Russian  prince  journeyed  to  the  Horde  to  impeach  the 
Grand-Prince,  in  whose  place  he  prayed  to  be  substituted; 
and  he  returned  with  a  Tatar  army,  which  permitted  him  to 
reign  over  ashes  and  blood. 

The  granting  of  these  succours^  was  not  always  dictated 
by  policy.  The  Tatars,  like  the  Haiis,  ravaged  without  con- 
quering ;  it  was  tribute  and  slaves  that  they  required.  ITad 
the}^  wished  to  govern  their  conquests,  they  could  not  have 
plundered  them ;  a  habit  w^hich  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
relinquish.  The  tribute  was  for  the  Khan,  the  plunder  for 
the  Horde ;  it  was  necessary,  from  time  to  time^  to  satisfy 
this  (raving  for  prey ;  for  the  imm  of  the  Tatar  empire  was 
composed  of  such  incoherent  parts,  thsrt;  war,  which  aestro^ 
everything,  wm  ill  tfafylsmaiB  of  preservation  ;  it  was  indis- 
pensable to  its  existence,  because  it  bound  to^tber  thewhdle 
of  theM«ca#tored  .tEibeB,  hy  direetang^a  timr  iHtefMfto,  aai 
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As  it  is  only  by  conyulsions  that  a  body  verging  on  disso- 
lution can  manifest  its  atrciig^th^  00  was  it  only  in  the  violent 
state  of  war  that  this  empire  resumed  its  collective  form. 
Wliat  other  vehicle  than  a  burning  and  impetuous  feYer^ 
stimulated  by  all  the  most  fervid  passions,  coidd  have  circu- 
lated mth  rapidity  enough  to  animate  and  move  at  once  all 
the  gigantic  members  of  this  enormous  empire  ?  Nothing 
but  the  renown  of  a  victor,  the  cry  of  war,  was  sufficiently 
powerful  to  make  itself  simultaneously  heard  through  all  the 
parts  of  a  dominion  which  were  so  remote  from  each  other, 
and  dissevered  by  vast  deserts. 

Accordingly,  no  sooner  did  that  war-cry  cease  to  be  loudly 
heard ;  no  sooner  did  the  Khans,  exhausted  or  glutted  with 
blood,  and  fixed  by  luxury  in  cities  which  could  not,  like  the 
tent  of  Genghis,  be  removed  to  a  distance,  seek  to  enjoy  at 
home  the  repose  of  which  they  had  robbed  the  world,  than 
their  sway  was  narrowed  to  their  slaves  and  the  cities,  and 
the  insubordination  of  the  hordes  convinced  them  how 
little  consiBtence  there  was  in  an  empire  composed  9f  so 
many  wandering  nations,  and  of  such  various  and  conflicting 
interests. 


ClIAPTEE  VIIL 
nxcun  or  xhb  tatas  powbb^alxzasdeb  nrsxi— 

Wn  have  seen  Asi%  when  rallied,  surprise  and  subjugate 
disunited  Bussia ;  we  are  now  about  to  see  Asia  fidimg  to 
pieces  in  its  turn,  and  Bussia^  afber  having  Eniccessively 
banded  together  all  its  people,  at  length  avenging  its  injuries* 
But^  in  reverting  back  to  the  riglit  path,  it  imitS»d  the  pro- 
gress of  Nature,  who  so  slowly  and  methodically  composes 
that  which  she  so  rapidly  decomposes. 

Habitual  war,  and  the  consequent  recognition  of  no  other 
law,  no  other  virtue,  than  force ;  the  want  of  order  in  the 
succession  to  the  Khanship ;  the  facility  with  which  the 
chiefs  of  wandering  hordes  could  revolt  i  the  indispensable 
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necessity,  in  a  too  extensive  empire,  of  entrusting  large  por- 
tions of  it  to  lieutenants ;  the  rebellion  and  the  conquests  of 
the  Nogays,  in  1259 ;  the  ravages  of  Timur,  in  1380 :  all 
these  causes  contributed  to  the  disunion  and  enfeebling  of 
the  Kaptchak,  which  may  be  dated,  particularly,  from  the 
middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  after  the  reign  of  Usbek, 
more  than  a  century  posterior  to  its  foundation.  We  speak 
here  only  of  the  empire  of  the  Kaptchak,  one  of  the  five 
divisions  of  the  great  empire  of  Gknghis-Khan.  The  latter 
subsisted  but  forbr  years  in  its  complete  state.  Of  its  brief 
duration  we  need  seek  no  other  cause  than  its  immense 
extension ;  for  a  man  may,  indeed,  devastate  the  world,  but 
it  can  be  governed  by  God  alone. 

The  first  successors  of  Genghis-Khan,  however,  claimed 
nothing  less  than  the  possession  of  the  whole  eartb,  which  he 
had  bequeathed  to  them  by  will.*  Por  the  conquest  of 
Europe  they  assigned  eighteen  years.  But,  of  these  arrogant 
beings,  Octay,  the  first  after  i^enghis,  died  by  poison ;  an 
event  which  probably  contributed  to  postpone  the  impending 
invasion  of  Constantinople,  Vienna,  Drasden,  and  Berlin. 
The  second,  Gaiuk,  or  Kaiuk,  held  the  throne  but  transiently ; 
Ifangu,  the  third,  sustained  reverses ;  and  Kublai,  the  fourth 
of  these  pretended  sovereigns  of  the  world,  could  not  even 
make  himself  master  in  his  own  territories.t 

We  have  seen  the  causes  of  the  Tatar  invasion,  its  success, 
and  its  permanence,  and  also  the  first  principles  of  the  dis- 
sohition  of  the  Tatar  empire.  We  are  now  to  trace  the 
progress  of  the  Bussians  towards  their  independence. 

In  the  first  place,  we  remark  that  the  Grand-Princes,  and 
even  the  princes  holding  appanages,  were  obliged  to  journey 
to  the  abode  of  the  Mongol  Ehan  to  obtain  the  right  of 
governing.  As  these  journeys  took  up  a  year,  the  auwority 
of  the  princes  at  home,  during  so  long  an  absence,  remained 
weak,  fiuctuating,  and  uncertain.  But  ere  long,  the  Eapt* 
chak,  or  Gk»lden  Horde,  threw  off  its  dependence  on  the 
Mongol  Khan,  and  the  Busstan  princes  had  then  to  travel 
only  to  Sarai  to  solicit  the  crown. 

On  the  other  hand,  nearly  at  the  same  epoch,  and  in  the 

*  Seeflan-Caipia.  t  See  AbnIgasL 
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KftptArin  itoel^  thus  aermd  fieom  tiie  graafe  Mongol  cmpm^ 
MDtibar  diflmattberment  took  pkoe.  Nogaj,  one  ox 
ymmogn,  a  conmror  from  ilie  nortih  of  the  Bbek  Eka^ 
mteod  kimaelf  indspeiuleiit.  Aa  eai^  aa  1202,  or  12fi^ 
laa  3refolt  agaiaat  the  Golden  Hordaaffocding  tothaSuaaiana 
aoBia  kope  of  laaovenng  their  fraadomy  tiiaj  Tnawnagrad 
titt  Tatva  who  xaaidad  aau)n^  tham.  No  long  tima  aftaiv 
ur  12Sly  a  GhBand-*Prince»  DimtEi,  even  4»poaea  thaaa  Na- 
gaya  to  Aa  Kaptcha^  aiid  ze-aataUiahaa  hunaelf  by  ihm 
ipiUMnica* 

Thaaa  begimungs  of  diyiriim  among  the  eonqiiefors,  ham^ 
ewer,  weakeaad  them  at  the  expenaa  of  Boaaia  alona^  whkii 
served  as  .their  field  of  battle,  and  the  priae  of  thair  tic^ 
tones. 

But  that  which  excitea  aorprise  is,  that  them  stiU  existed 
a  Grand-Prince  at  that  epoch.  While  Baty  and  Burgai 
were  completing  the  conquest  of  Eussia,  chance  so  ordered 
it,  that  Alexander  Nevsky,  one  of  the  sons  of  the  Graud- 

Princo  of  Vladimir,  and  consequently  prince  of  Novgorod, 
waa  a  great  wurriur  and  statesman.  lie  rebuilt  and  repeupled 
numeroua  l{us^>ia^  cities ;  heroically  dt'feated  his  European 
enemies^  the  Teutonic  kni<j;hts  and  the  Lithuania  us  ;  re- 
covered the  Keva  ivom  the  Swedes;*  and  won  the  good-will 
of  the  Tatars,  whom  ke  considered  as  too  iornudable  to  be 
attacked. 

By  the  same  chance  it  happened  that,  at  the  very  time 
when  Alexander  gained  the  esteem  of  the  Klian,  the  prince 
of  Kief  drew  upon  himself  the  haired  of  the  Tatars  and 
-Russians,  by  submittin*^  to  the  Pope ;  and  Andrew,  prince 
of  Vladmiir,  marryino;  the  sister  of  this  prhice  of  Kief,  and 
refusing  to  pay  the  Khan  his  tribute,  involved  himself  in  the 
same  disgrace  with  his  brother-iu-law.  All  these  principa- 
lities the  Khan  gave  to  Alexander  Kevsky  some  authors  ai» 
of  opinion  that  he  even  aided  him  to  seize  upon  them. 

But  the  Russians  were  not  disposed  to  submit  either  to 
the  Tatar  yoke,  or  to  the  sceptre  of  the  Gran  1  -  rHnce ;  ao 
that  Alexander's  whole  life  was  spent  in  vanquishing  his 
people,  in  puniaiuiig  or  pardon  nig  their  revolts,  or  in  hurrying 
to  entreat  forgiveness  for  them  at  the  feet  of  the  Khan, 

*  Hence  his  surname,  JScvskj. 
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whom  they  were  perpetually  iDBiiltmg.  At  liostof,  Yladimir, 
Suzdal,  and  other  towns,  the  Tatar  collectors  \v  ere  massacred, 
forced  to  adopt  the  Christian  faith,  or  hunted  out  of  the  city. 
No  sooner  were  these  acts  known  at  Horde,  than  the  Khan 
oammaiided  not  only  the  Qrand^Prince,  but  all  the  other 
BuBsian  princes,  to  ajjpear  before  him ;  adding,  that  they 
should  come  each  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  for  that  the  ELhaa 
intended  to  make  a  campaign,  in  which  he  required  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Russians.  It  wati  main  test,  liowever,  that  he 
only  wanted  to  deprive  liussia  of  iier  armed  defenders,  m 
order  to  be  the  better  able  to  penetrate  into  the  empire. 
Alexander,  who  bad  already  made  trial  of  the  consideration 
he  had  acquired  in  the  mind  of  the  Khan,  now  conceived  the 
perilous  resolution  of  repairing  alone  to  the  Horde,  t  licro,  by 
submi:ssivenes8  and  prudence,  to  avert  the  wrath  impending 
over  liussia.  T^-elve  months  w^as  Alexander  obliged  to  tarry 
ia  the  Horde  before  lie  eould  appease  llie  wrath  of  the  Usbek. 
At  leiiLcth,  after  having  obtained  his  dismissal,  and  a  promise 
that  tlu^  Khan  would  for2:ive  what  had  happened,  and  forego 
his  purpose  of  raising  an  army,  ho  died  suddenly  on  his  road 
home,  in  the  year  1262,  under  circumstances  that  render  it 
extremely  probable  tliat  poison  had  been  administered  to  him 
in  the  camp  of  the  Khan,  shortly  before  his  departure.  His 
Either  had  already  experienced  a  similar  fate,  falling  sick  and 
djisg  on  the  journey  back  &om  the  Horde ;  and  after  him  it 
liiwise  befel  some  of  his  successom.  It  may  easily  be  be- 
liBVtdy  indeed,  that  tJbe  rough,  uncleanly,  htkI  irregular 
numner  of  life  in  use  among  the  Tatars,  to  which  the  Bussiaa 
nrinees  w«re  not  aooufltomed^  wwell  as  the  affironts  and 
umiliaiiions  of  wious  kinds  experienced  by  them  in  the 
Horde,  must  Itsre  deeply  affected  them,  and  had  a  deti^ 
arantal  iafloance  on  their  health ;  but  theae  considerations 
hf  so  meaaB  aeeoont  for  the  fact  that  so  many  of  them  died 
da  tto  refcnRi  journey.  Alexander's  ascendancy  at  home  was 
becoming  too  great  to  be  endured  by  the  conqu^Kirs. 
died  the  victim  of  his  patriotism^  but  remained  immortal  in 
the  hearts  of  his  subjects,  who  canonised  him ;  his  Tirtuea 
rasiored  in  the  minds  of  the  Buasians  tiie  paramount  supre- 
macy of  Vladimir. 

Xhis  Grrand-jPrincipality  was,  it  is  true,  long  a  subject  of 
discord  hekLoot  towe  ainbitioii  of  the  Bossm  princes,  and^ 


Dig'itized  by 


80 


HISTOBT  or  ETTSSIiL. 


[cn.  viii. 


while  they  contended  for  it  with  their  own  sword  and  that  of 
the  Tatars,  the  Khan  ruled  it  uith  sovereign  sway.  .If  it 
chanced  that  one  of  these  princes  ventured  to  attack  the 
Grand-Prince,  without  having  appealed  to  the  Tatars,  and 
oven  in  spite  of  them,  it  was  because  success  would  procure 
for  him  riches,  with  which  he  might  conciliate  the  Tatar 
governors  and  the  Khan  himself ;  but  this  success  was  un- 
certain ;  and  the  Russian  princes  at  length  perceiving  that  a 
journey  to  the  Horde  decided  the  possession  of  the  crown, 
war  became  thenceforth  useless.  Yerf  soon,  therefore,  it 
was  only  at  the  Horde,  and  to  acquire  an  ascendancy  in  the 
mind  of  the  Khan,  that  they  contended  with  each  other ; 
fewer  civil  wars  occurred,  the  Tatars  were  more  rarely  called 
in,  and  Kussia  had  time  to  breathe. 

The  Khans  committed  a  serious  fault  in  preserving  a 
Grand-Prince ;  it  was  a  still  more  strikinp:  one,  and  a  con- 
sequence of  the  first,  to  place  in  his  hands  a  sovereignty 
disproportioned  to  those  by  which  ho  was  surrounded,  to 
select  him  for  too  long  a  time  from  the  same  branch,  and  to 
give  him  armies  to  establish  himself,  and  the  means  of 
seducing  even  themselves  by  the  most  costly  presents.  The 
consequence  of  tins  was,  that  the  appanaged  princes  dared  not 
enter  so  readily  int  o  a  contest  with  the  Grand-Princes,  who 
were  already  more  powerful  than  themselves,  and  were  so 
formidably  supported.  Isot  daring  to  contend  with  them, 
they  turned  their  arms  against  each  other,  and  thus  en- 
hanced by  their  own  weakness  the  strength  of  the  Grand- 
Princes. 

KeverthelesSy  till  1824,  that  is,  for  a  century  posterior  to 
the  Tatar  invasion,  the  power  of  the  Grand-Princes  was 
doubtful ;  but  then,  amidst  the  crowd  of  pretenders  to  the 
GrTand-Fiincedom,  two  rival  branches  made  themselves  con- 
spicoons,  and  the  other  princes  of  the  blood  resigned  to  them 
an  arena,  in  which  the  scantiness  of  their  oym  resources  no 
loDger  permitted  them  to  appear. 

One  of  these  branches  was  that  of  the  princes  of  Tver ; 
the  other  that  of  the  princes  of  Moscow. 

The  princes  of  Tver  (about  1300)  succeeded  to  the  Grand- 
Principalily  of  Vladimir,  which  devolved  to  them  in  the  order 
of  the  succession ;  tber  resided  at  Tver.  If  we  consider  the 
position  of  Moscow  between  Tver  and  Yladimir,  and  the 
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fickleness  of  tKe  Novgorodians,  we  shall  perceive  why  it  was 
impossible  that  the  Grand-Princes  of  Tver  could  eyer  extend 
their  power  iDoj  ond  the  limits  of  their  patrimonj.  la  fact^ 
tiie  prince  of  Moscow,  whom  tlie  situation  of  his  appanage 
made  the  riyal  of  the  Grand-Piince  of  Trer,  and  who  coidd 
eat  off  aU  commimication  between  Tver  and  Vladimir,  had 
only  to  win  over  Novgorod,  in  order  to  reduce  the  Grand* 
frinoe  within  the  bounds  of  Tver;  and  this  was  what  actuaUj 
happened, 

MoscoWi  howevGFy  as  beii^  the  weakeBt,  must  have  fallen, 
but  that  oae  of  its  princes,  xurji  married,  in  1313,  the  sister 
of  Usbek-Khan.  It  was  thea  that,  after  having  excited  the 
hatred  of  the  Novgorodians,  in  persisting  to  subdue  them  by 
means  of  the  Tatiffs,  ]!i!Gkhail  of  Tver  drew  down  upon  his 
head  all  the  wrath  of  TJsbek,  by  defeating  Yury,  and  takin|p 
prisoners  his  wife,  who  was  the  Ehan^s  sister,  and  E^vad^ 
a  Tatar  general,  who  came  to  put  the  prince  of  Moscow  m 
possession  of  the  Grand-Frinceaom* 

Por  TJsbek,  after  having  preferred  and  supported  the  rights 
of  Mikhail  of  Tver  to  the  Grand^frincipahty,  had  changed 
his  mind  in  &vour  of  Yury  of  Moscow,  who  was  become  ms 
brother-in-law.  The  enmity  of  ITsbek,  however,  remained 
suspended,  until  his  sister,  tne  wife  of  Yury,  and  the.  prisoner 
of  Mikhail,  expired  afc  Tver.  Yury  then  hastened  to  the 
Horde,  and  accused  Mikhail  of  hayincf  poisoned  tlie  princess. 
The  offended  pride  of  ITsbck  lent  itself  to  this  base  calumny  ; 
lie  entrusted  the  investigation  of  the  aflair  to  Kavadgi ;  Mik- 
hail appeared  to  the  summons;  the  vanquished  passed  sen- 
tence on  his  vanquisher,  whom  he  caused  to  be  ^)ut  to  death; 
and  the  infamous  Yury  of  Moscow  was  appomted  Grand- 
Prince  in  the  place  of  his  murdered  rival  (1320).  His 
triumph  was  short :  being  accused  of  withholding  the  tribute 
due  to  the  Khan,  he  journeyed  to  the  Horde,  and  was  assas- 
sinated by  the  son  of  his  victim,  who  was  himself  immediately 
executed  by  Usbek.  This  vengeance  restored  the  Grand- 
Principality  to  the  branch  of  Tver,  in  the  person  of  prince 
Alexander,  Michael* s  second  son.  It  remained  in  it  for 
three  years ;  but  then,  in  1328,  this  madman  caused  all  the 
Tatars  at  Tver  to  be  massacred.  To  the  brother  of  Yury, 
Ivan  I.|  sumamed  ELalita,^  prince  of  Moscow,  TJshek  imme- 

*  Or  the  Pane. 
TOL.  I.  O 
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diaifcely  gave  Yladimir  and  Novgorod,  the  double  possessioa 
of  wluck  alwwfB  difltinguished  the  Qrand-PriBcedom.  Tint 
ooneeBflion  formed,  in  the  hands  of  Ivan,  a  mass,  the  con- 
nexion of  which  Tver,  weakened  as  it  mm,  did  but  little 
diminish.  Oonsemientl^,  'vrith  Hob  power,  and  the  trom 
that  TJsbek  added  to  it,  Ivan  speedily  oonpeiled  all  the 
BoBaian  prinoes  to  combine,  under  hts  orders,  a^nnit  the 
prince  of  Tver;  who,  after  having  undergone  varunn  wbh 
fortunes,  was  executed  with  his  son  at  the  Horde. 

Here  begin  the  two  hundred  and  seventy  years  of  the 
reign  of  the  branch  of  Mosoow.  This  first  union  -of  the 
BuBsifltiui,  under  Ivan  I.,  denomiiiated  Kalita,  coastitutefl  an 
epoch;  it  exhibits  tiie  ascendancy  oC  this  second  Gtmd- 
Brince  of  Moscow  over  his  sobiects;  an  asoendaftey  the 
increase  of  which  we  shall  witness  iind^  his  successors ;  aai 
iat  ^rideh,  at  the  outset,  this  branch  of  the  Bunks  was 
indebted  to  <^e  flupp<»rt  they  received  from  the  Ihtsrs.  For, 
as  a  word  from  we  Khsn  decided  the  possession  of  tiie 
throne,  that  one  of  the  two  msl  branches  of  Moscow  and 
Tver  was  sore  to  trinmph  wfaidh  diflplayed  the  mast  shiewd 
and  consistent  poHtT-  towsrds  tiie  Horde*  It  wis  not  that 
of  the  princes  of  Tver  which  thns  acted.  On  the  contrary, 
l^ey  sometibnes  solicited  tihe  protection  of  the  Khaus,  and 
soBietimes  fought  agsinst  them;  we  have  em.  seen  one  of 
^ttem  crdering  the  massacre  of  the  Xatars  in  Us  prinoipaliiy. 

The  princes  of  Moscow  pavinied  a  difbfent  Bjs^ 
no  douDt^  detested  the  yoke  of  the  Khans  as  much  as  tiisn* 
rifsls  dUi  but  fh&j  were  aware  that,  belbre  Aey  ooold  o&p% 
with  iiie  Tatars,  the  Hussions  most  be  muted,  and  that  it 
was  impossible  to  subject  and  unite  the  latter  without  1^ 
assistance  of  the  former.  They  therefore  espoused  the 
daughters  of  the  Khans,  manifested  the  utmost  submission 
to  the  Horde,  and  appeared  to  be  wholly  devoted  to  its 
interests. 

Now  tliia  policy,  which,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Mongol  invasion,  acquired  for  Alexniider  Nevsky  the  empire 
of  all  Eussia,  gave  it,  seventy-four  years  later,  still  more 
completely  to  Ivan  I. :  for  the  sway  of  the  Tatars  was  then 
more  reco^ised;  the  Russians  were  more  docile  to  thek 
yoke ;  and  the  cities,  which  composed  the  Grand-Principality, 
were  more  powerful  in  themselves,  and  also  by  comparison 
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wlHi  tlie  lert  of  BoABa,  wkkdi  beonne  duly  mine  tmi  mm 
ekhansted. 

The  wealtii  of  Ivasi  I*  "was  mollier  ««ii8e  of  tbe  ^riffmoiin 
of  iiis  power. 

The  eoBaplaiiKte  of  tlie  vrinoe  of  Tver,  m  1S23,  piwe  tM 
Turj  I.,  wand-Brinoe  of  Kofloow,  ^en  he  miMftook  td 
«cectite  TengeBnce  of  hh  bro4iher-m-liiw  TFflbek,  agahi0k 
Tver,  was  also  entrasted  with  the  collecting  <^  the  tribittes ; 
which,  however,  he  retained,  instead  of  sending  them  to  the 
Horde.  Ivan  Kalifca>  his  son  and  successor,  profited  by  thia 
example.  Thus  it  was,  that  by  making  themselves  lieu- 
tenants of  the  Khan,  the  Muscovite  Grand-Princes  first 
became  the  collectors,  and  finally  the  possessors,  of  the  taxes 
throughout  the  whole  ol' Russia;  and  tlms  tlicy  auccooded 
to  mH  the  rights  of  conquest  enjoyed  by  the  Tatars,  aud  to 
their  despotism. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  one  of  the  most  copious 
sources  of  power  to  those  sovereigns  was  the  periodical 
census  and  the  perpetual  imposts,  80  alien  to  feudalism,  and 
especially  to  a  feudalism  of  princes  :  these  imposts  and  cen- 
suses nothing  but  the  Tatar  conquest  could  have  established, 
and  they  were  inherited  by  the  Grand- Princes.  Already,  in 
the  fiirst  half  of  the  fourteenth  century,  these  taxes  had  ren- 
dered Ivan  Kalita  rich  enough  to  purchase  entire  domains 
and  appanages,*  the  protection  of  Usbek-Khan,  and  the  pre- 
ference of  the  primate,  wlio  removed  his  residence  from 
Vladimir  to  Moscow,  by  which  means  the  latter  city  became 
the  capital  of  the  empire. 

It  was  by  virture  of  his  authority  as  coHectcfT  f<JP  the 
Tatars  that  Ivan  Kalita  practised  extortion  upon  his  subjects. 
In  1377,  we  see  him  requiring  a  double  tribute  from  the 
Novgorodians,  imder  pretext  that  such  was  the  will  of  the 
Khan.  Armed  against  the  Hussians  with  the  dread  inspired 
by  the  Tatar  name,  and  again^^t  the  Tatars  with  the  money 
of  the  Russians;  intoxicating  the  Khan  and  liis  courtiers 
^rith  gold  and  ndulation  in  his  frequent  journeys  to  the 
Horde ;  he  was  enabled,  as  lord-paramount,  to  bring  about 
tho  £rBt  unioa  of  all  the  Appaoaged  prinoes  againat  his  com* 

In  ^  govmmeniB  of  Ifo^^orod,  Tladhnix^  ^KmttamA,  and  Boflto( 
and  the  cities  of  Duglitch,  Bidozenl^  ttid  GiiHtch.— See  Kamnda, 
and  an  act  of  Dmitii  Donskoi. 
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peidtory  the  prince  of  Tver,  whom  be  droye  from  Ffeikof  and 
Irom  Buflsia^  being  aided  by  tbe  primate  with  the  tbunder  of 
the  Ohurcby  then  beard  in  tbe  empire  for  tbe  first  time. 
The  nobility  imitated  tbe  clergy.  Impelled  either  by  fear, 
or^  cuniditn^^  seTeral  boyajra  of  other  princes  rallied  round 
this  Gnma-frincei  prcSerring  the  fiera  of  so  rich  and  so 
potent  a  lord-paiamoimt  to  those  of  tbe  petty  princes  whom 
they  abandoned. 

Ivan  Kalita  pushed  forward  with  horrible  vigour  in  his 
ambitious  career.  "  Woe,  veoe  to  the  princes  of  Eoatof  !*' 
exclaims  Nicon,  ''Lecause  their  power  was  destroyed,  and 
evervtliing  was  concentrated  in  Moscow."  In  fact,  from  the 
K rem  1  ill,*  ^vlncll  lie  fortified,  Ivan  proclaimed  himself  the 
arbiter  of  Ins  kiusfolk ;  lie  reigned  iu  their  principalities  by 
the  medium  of  his  boyars  ;  he  arrogated  to  himself  tlic  right 
of  being  the  sole  distributor  of  fiefs,  judge,  and  legislator; 
and  if  the  princes  resisted,  and  dared  to  wage  against  him  a 
war  of  the  public  good,f  he  hurried  to  the  Horde,  with  purse 
in  hand,  and  denunciation  on  his  lips ;  and  the  short-sighted 
Usbek,  deceived  by  this  ambitious  monitor,  was  impolitic 
enough  to  disembarrass  him  of  the  most  dangerous  of  his 
competitors,  whom  he  consigned  to  frightful  torments.  The 
prince  of  Tver  and  his  son  were  the  most  remarkable  vic- 
tims of  this  atrocious  policy. 

Meanwhde,  Lithuania,  which,  from  the  period  of  the  first 
overwhelming  of  Eussia  by  the  Tatars,  had  emancipated  it- 
self from  its  yoke,  was  now  become  a  conquering  state. 
About  1320,  Guedimin,  its  leader,  seized  on  the  Russian 
appanages  of  the  south  and  west,  which  had  long  ceased  to 
be  dependent  upon  the  Q-rand- Principality  of  Yladimir. 
Kief,  Graiitch,  Yoihynia^  became  sometimes  Lithuanian, 

*  EremUn,  originally  Exemnik,  ftom  kxemeo,  fire-stone.  See  Ksk* 
lamsiD,  and  tbe  Ghronide  of  Ttoitsld.  The  Eietnlin  is  situated  on  a 

very  rocky  hill. 

t  From  1333  to  1339,  the  princes  who  held  appanairos  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  prince  of  Tver  against  the  Grand-Prince  of  Moscow, 
whom  they  called  a  tyrant.  In  1339,  the  Grand-Prince  of  Moscow 
letanied  to  the  Horde,  and  so  terrified  ITsbek-Khan  by  bis  denuncia- 
tions against  tiie  prince  of  Trer  and  other  princes,  that  the  BSiaa 
immediately  summoned  them  to  the  Hoidie^  in  order  to  lestralii,  or  get 
rid  of  them.  See  Karamsin. 


Digitized  by  Google 


AJ>.  1328.4il] 


•  ITAK  I.  KAIITA. 


85 


sometimes  Polish  or  Hungsrian :  driren  to  despuTi  their  in- 
habitants emigrated ;  they  formed  the  two  military  republics 
of  the  Zsporogue  and  Don  Cossacks.  Sallying  around  them 
the  imf<»rtanate  of  all  countries,  they  were  destined  to 
become  one  day  strong  enough  to  make  head  against  the 
Turks  and  TatarSi  between  whom  tliey  were  situated ;  and 
thus  to  embarrass  the  communication  between  those  two 
people,  whom  a  common  religion,  origiui  and  interest  con- 
spired to  imite.  • 
The  Grand-Principality  was,  on  the  other  hand,  rcpeopled 
unfortunate  fugitives  from  the  southern  Bussian  pro- 


true,  lost  in  extension ;  but  it  was  thus  rendered  more  pro* 
portionate  to  the  renved  power  of  its  Orand-Prince,  who 
had  also  fewer  competitors  m  it :  those  who  remained  could 
not,  in  point  of  resources,  be  compared  with  the  Grand- 
Principality.  After  all,  it  was  much  better  that  the  latter 
should  one  day  hare  to  lecorer  some  provinces  from  a 
foreign  foe,  than  firom  its  domestic  enemies :  it  was  suffering 
an  external  evil  instead  of  an  mtemal  one,  which  is  the 
worst  of  all. 

Xhus,  the  MachiaTellism  of  Ivan  prospered.  It  is  true 
&at,  by  the  confidence  with  which  he  inspired  the  Horde, 
and  the  terrible  war  which  he  waged  a^inst  his  kinsmen,  he 
restored  to  Bussia  a  tranquillity  to  which  she  had  long  been 
ft  stranger.  A  dawning'  of  order  and  justice  reimneared 
under  a  sceptre  acquired  and  preserved  by  such  horriole  acts 
of  injustice ;  the  depredations  to  which  Bussia  had  been 
a  prey  were  repressed ;  commerce  acain  flourished ;  great 
nuurts  and  new  &irB  were  established,  in  which  were  dis- 
played the  productions  of  the  East,  of  Greece,  and  of  Italr ; 
and  the  treasury  of  the  prince  was  swelled  stall  further  oy 
the  profit  arising  from  the  customs.t 

Such  were  the  rapid  effects  of  the  first  steps  which  Ivan 

•  See  the  emigration  of  Rodion,  and  of  seventeen  hundred  Kievian 
boyar  followers,  who,  about  1304  or  1333,  sought  an  asylum  at  Moscow. 

f  See  Esmenevitcli  (tranalated  by  Kaitmain),  desciiMng  the  great 
nuurt  of  Hologa  on  the  Volga,  where  the  commerce  of  Asia  and  of 

!Kiirop<»  met  in  the  seycnty  inns  of  its  Slavonian  suburb;  nnd  ivhero 
seven  thousand  two  Iiundred  poimds'  weight  of  ftilTcr  were  collected  for 
the  treasury  of  the  prince. 


Moscow.*   The  empiiey  it  is 
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took  to  execute  tlie  system  of  concentration  of  power ;  tliis 
great  political  impulse  was  so  vipjorouslj  given,  that  it  was 
perpetuated  ui  liis  son  Semen,  oriSmieonthe  Proud,  to  whom. 
Ivau  left  wherewithal  to  purchase  the  Grand-Princedom 
from  thd  Horde,  and  in  whom  be  revived  the  direct  succes- 
sion. Accoi\imgiy,  Simeon  effected,  against  Novgorod,  a 
second  union  of  all  the  Kus^ian  princes.  It  is  to  be  re^ 
marked,  that  lie  was  obliged  to  cede  one  half  of  the  taxes  to 
his  brotliers;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  reserved  to  himself 
the  whole  authoritj,  which  soon  gives  to  its  possessor  the 
mastery  oi  the  revenue. 

Simeon  having  died  without  children,  in  i3oo,  alter  a 
reign  of  twelve  years,  Ivan  II.,  his  brother,  purchased  the 
sovereignty  with  the  w'ealth  of  Kalita.  After  the  six  years* 
reign  of  Ivan  II.,  this  system  and  this  order  of  succession 
were,  indeed,  transioutly  interrupted  in  the  person  of  a 
prince,  alien  to  the  branch  of  Moscow ;  but  we  shall  soon 
see  the  great  Dmitri  Donsivoi  establish  them  as  fixed  pria* 
ciples  ;  that  prince  did  not  neglect  to  increase  the  wealth*  of 
his  grandfather  Ivan.  The  people  had  given  to  Ivan  ti^ 
surname  of  The  Purse ;  as  much,  perh-ips.  with  allusion  to 
his  treasures,  as  to  the  purse,  filled  with  alms  for  the  poor, 
which  IS  said  to  have  been  always  carried  beforo  him.  At  a 
later  period,  the  constantly  progressive  ridies  uf  the  Grand- 
Princes  of  Moscow  en;ibl(!d  them  to  enfeoff  directly  from  the 
crown  lands  three  lumdicd  Thousand  boyar  followers;  and 
next,  to  keep  up  a  body  of  regular  troops,  sufficiently  strong; 
to  reduce  their  enemies  and  their  subjects. t 

This  system  uf  concentration  of  power  which  Ivan  Kalita 
Oominenced,  bj  means  of  his  wealth,  by  the  union  of  the 
sceptre  with  the  tiara,  and  by  restoring  the  direct  order  of 
svicceasioQ ;  Jbia  horrible  but  skilful  Mai^b^vellian  agaioAl  tbd 

♦  See  the  treaty  of  Dmitri  DoQskoi  with  Vladimir  hia  uocle^  who 
promlied  to  pay  to  him  the  tribute  of  hie  appanage,  which  bore  tbe 
namo  of  the  Khan's  tribute;  and  the  Moond  treaty  with  tl»  Mme 
Vladimir,  hy  ^Thich  thf^  latter  prince  cngufrcd  that  his  boyars  should 
pay  to  Dmitri  the  same  tax  which  tfae  (j^wnd-frilioe  migbt  ttUAk 
proper  to  impose  on  his  owu  boyars.   

t  H  1M»  AuB  that,  ia  VhuM^  It  1445,  Chark»  TIL  took  mOiWMkUgo 
oftiieMcaelkNW  of  the  Bii|^iBh»  and  of  tl^ttrror  which  llMyiMpifl^ 
to  render  perpetual  the  temporary  taie^  andt^lMBy  mp  a  ^wimoKt 
eoipi  of  twenty-five  thouaand  men. 
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princes  holding  appanages ;  iinaliy,  tlie  fifty  years'  repose 
which,  tlianks  to  his  policy,  and  to  their  tliisscusions,  the 
Tatars  permitted  Eussia  to  enjoy ;  these  are  the  circum- 
stances which  entitle  Ivan  to  be  considered  as  standing  next 
after  Alexander  Nevsky  among  the  most  remarkable  Qrand- 
Erinces  of  the  third  period.  It  was  he  who  had  the  sagacity 
on  this  stubborn  soil  to  open  and  to  trace  so  deeply  the  path 
which  led  to  monarchical  unity,  and  to  point  out  its  direction 
so  clearly  to  his  successors,  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  but 
to  persevere  in  it,  as  the  ouij  at£b  road  which  it  wa»  thea 
possible  for  Bussia  to  follow. 

This  concentration  o£  power  brought  about  great  changes 
horn  1B20  to  1329 ;  as,  at  that  epoch,  all  tkeBussian  princes 
in  coms^t  soUdtod  &qbi  the  H^orde  the  recal  of  the  Tatax 
gOTemors.  It  mm  t\en  that^  viOKe  firmly  fixed,  the  throne 
of  the  Grand'Frinces  beeam  tiie  aJlyuiff-poiiit  of  the 
]BiBSBieMfl  r  along  with  the  eoneciousness  of  their  strength,  it 
iaapred  then  with  a  public  spicity  which  cnnboldened  thenu 
This  good  understanding  was,  in  reality,  an  eiect  of  the  aa- 
eendancy  whidi  a  direct  and  sustained  snacession,  in  a  single 
hraoAh  ef  tha  Bnaks^  bad  akead j  gireii  to  it  over  all  &e 
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Itt  fact,  sometimes  natural  justice,  sometimes  Oriental 
negligence  and  cupidity,  often  the  fear  of  being  disobeyed, 
and  Ici^tly,  and  especially,  the  power  and  riches  of  the  princes 
of  Moscow,  whose  presents  always  surpassed  tliose  of  the 
other  princes ;  all  these  motives  bad  induced  the  Khans  to 
allow  the  succession  to  the  Grand- Principality  to  descend 
regiiiarly  from  father  to  son  in  the  branch  of  Moscow.*  This 

*  TTsbek,  it  is  true,  with  MadtmwIUftn  policy,  designated  all  the 
chilflron  of  Ivan  T.  as  his  successors;  but,  in  1 3  in,  he  allowed  Simeon, 
the  oldest  and  ablest  of  them,  to  make  himsc  It  sole  master  of  the 
throne.  lani^bek-Ehan  nomixiated  Ivan  IL,  the  brothei'  of  bimeon, 
after  his'^eiilhancllfaatof  MsdriMiwivt^titeaidn^^  pnncvof 
the  tnanch  of  Trer  or  NoTiky.   A  pttac*  Daiitei»  of  llie  wv^tasi 
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natural  (n-clcr  of  succession  Dmitri  DoTislvoi,  in  1359,  esta- 
blialied  by  a  treaty,  in  ^vbich  his  kinsmen  consented  to  le- 
nounce  the  mode  of  succession  from  brother  to  brother.  It 
was  tlie  mo^t  remarkable  among  them,  Vladimir  the  Brave, 
wlio  was  the  first  to  sign  this  act.  In  several  other  conven- 
tions, Vladimir  acknowledged  himself  the  vassal  and  lieu- 
tenant, not  merely  of  Dmitri,  but  also  of  Vassili  his  son,  and 
even  of  the  son  of  Vassili,  when  he  was  only  five  years  of 
age.  This  example,  set  by  a  prince  who,  of  all  the  possessors 
of  appanages,  was  the  most  renowned  for  his  prudence  and 
his  valour,  was  followed  by  the  others.  Thus,  like  the  Capets, 
kings  of  France,  did  Ivan  I.,  and  particularly  Dmitri  Donskoi, 
begin  the  monarchy  by  restoring  tlie  direct  sueoession,  in 
causing,  while  they  lived,  their  ddest  sons  to  be  recognised 
as  their  successors,  ADierwards  we  see  Vassili,  son  of  Dmitri, 
persevering  in  this  practice,  and  Vassili  the  Blind,  his  grand- 
son, raising  up  his  tottering  throne,  and  preparing  the 
autocracy  of  the  fourth  Bussiaa  period,  bj  associating  with 
himself  bis  next  heir,  the  great  Ivan  III. 

It  is  easy  to  conceive  the  infallible  effect  of  this  order  of 
succession,  and  with  what  promptitude  it  must  necessarily 
have  extended  and  consolidated  the  power  of  the  Grana- 
Princes.  In  fact,  the  ideas  of  the  father  being  transmitted  to 
the  son  by  education,  their  policy  was  more  consistently  fol- 
lowed up,  and  their  ambition  had  a  more  duect  object ;  for 
no  one  labours  for  a  brother  or  nephew  as  for  his  own 
children.  The  nobles  could  not  fail  to  attach  themsebres 
more  devotedly  to  a  prince  whose  son  and  heir,  growing  up 
amongst  them,  would  know  onlv  them,  and  would  recompense 
their  serrices  in  the  persons  ot  their  children ;  for  the  neces- 
sary consequence  of  the  succession  of  power  in  the  same 
branch,  was  the  succession  of  fayours  and  dignities  in  the 
same  families. 

Ii7en  before  Dmitri  had  established  the  prindple,  the 

hranch,  who  had  been  made  Grand-] 'rincc  by  a  whim  of  Naunis-Khan, 
was  deposed  in  1362  by  Murath-Khan,  who  chose  Dmitri  Donskoi, 
grandson  of  Ivan  I.,  and  son  of  Ivan  11.  Taktanmisch  also  gare  the 
throoe  to  Vfltsili  IL,  the  eldest  eon  of  Donskoi  (1389).  Lastly,  Uhi- 
Hahomet  nominated  Vassili  eoii  of  Yaaiili  II;,  and  fidihcr  of  the 
Great  Ivan  III.,  whom  this  long  sncoesiion  rendered  io  powerM  that 
be  complete^  crashed  the  Horde* 
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boyars  saw  the  adyantages  wliich  this  order  of  succession, 
held  out  to  them.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  the  fact  preceded  the 
law.  This  was  the  reason  of  their  Testoing  the  direct  line  in 
the  grandson  of  Iran  Kalita ;  it  was  they  who  made  him 
Gxand-Frince  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and  who  subjected 
the  other  princes  to  him.  In  like  manner,  about  1430,  they 
nuuntained  this  order  of  succession  in  Yassili  the  Blind. 
Contemporary  annalists  declare  that  these  ancient  boyars  of 
the  Grand-Principality  detested  the  descent  from  brother  to 
brother ;  for,  in  that  system,  each  prince  of  the  lateral  branch 
arrived  from  his  appanage  with  other  boyars,  whom  he  always 
preferred,  and  whom  he  could  not  satisfy  and  establish  but 
at  the  expense  of  the  old.  On  the  other  hand,  the  most  im- 
portant and  transmissible  places,  the  most  valuable  fayouMi 
an  hereditary  and  more  certain  protection,  and  greater  hopes, 
attracted  a  military  nobility  around  the  Grand-Princes.  In 
a  very  short  time,  their  elevation  to  the  level  of  the  humbled 
petty  princes  flattered  their  vanity,  and  comjpleted  their 
jnnebion  with  the  principal  aiitliorit  \ .  This  circumstance 
explains  the  last  words  of  Dmitri  Ponskoi  to  his  boyars, 
when  he  recommended  his  son  to  their  protection.  Under 
my  reign,"  said  he, you  were  not  boyars,  but  really  Bussian 
princes."  in  (to  cite  only  some  examples),  we  see  that 
Eds  armies  were  as  often  commanded  by  boyars  as  by  princes, 
and  that,  from  this  epoch,  it  was  no  longer  a  prince  of  the 
blood,  but  a  boyar  of  the  Gxand«Prince,  who  was  his  lieu- 
tenant at  Novgorod. 

Ka^,  more,  when  the  succession  from  &ther  to  son  was 
once  established,  there  were,  at  the  very  beginning,  two 
minorities  Qihose  of  Dmitri,  and  of  Yassili,  his  mndson), 
during  whidi  the  boyars  composed  the  coundl  ^  regency, 
gOTemed  the  state^  and  were  the  equals,  and  even  the  supe- 
riors, of  the  princes  who  held  appanages.  This  will  explain 
why,  in  1892,  the  boyars  of  Boris,  the  last  prince  of  Susdal, 

Sve  up  him  and  hia  appanage  to  Yassili  Dmitrievitch  of 
OBCow.  The  motive  is  to  be  found  only  in  their  interest; 
as  the  Grand-Prince  of  Moscow  entrusted  them  with  the 
government  of  the  appanages,  and  thus  subatitnted  the 
nobles  in  the  place  of  the  princes* 

A  very  remarkable  circumstance,  with  respect  to  Dmitri 
Donakoi,  is,  on  tbe  one  hand,  the  energy  with  which  he  sob- 
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dued  those  princes,  and,  on  the  other,  his  circumspect  treat- 
ment of  his  boyars.  Aecording  to  Karamsin,  it  is  more 
especially  to  their  pride  and  jealousy  of  the  tyssiatchsky  ot 
Moscow  (the  boyar  of  the  city,  or  of  the  Commune^  a  sort  of 
civil  and  military  tribune,  elected  by  the  people),  that  we  are 
to  attribute  the  abolition  of  that  office  by  Donskoi.  During 
the  preceding  reign,  another  tyssiatchsky  of  Moscow,  who 
claimed  precedence  of  even  the  bojara  of  tbd  Q-rimd-Pnxioet 
had  been  murdered  by  them. 

When  this  hereditary  protection  afforded  by  the  Grand- 
Princes  of  the  Moscow  branch  was  once  fairly  established, 
the  nobles  of  each  appanage,  who  coiibtituted  its  army,  had 
thencetbrtli  an  asylum,  and,  as  it  were,  a  tribunal  for  redress, 
to  which  they  coidd  appeal  whenever  they  were  dissatisfied 
wi^  their  prmee.  It  was  this  which  made  Tver  fall  befcHfe 
Ivan  Kalita ;  for  the  sovereign  prince  of  that  first  and  last 
xivai  of  Moscow  havin<T  preferred  to  his  boyars  the  people 
of  Pskof^  vhO'  laad.  deieiuied  him,,  the  ijoouer  withdrew  to 
Moeeowv 

The  power  of  Ivan  Kalita  Being  once  raised  by  the  Ta^ 
tars?  aid,  and  by  the  re-establishment  of  the  direct  line 
of  [succession,  and  thoroughly  developed  by  his  son  and 
grandson,  JSmieon  the  Proud  and  Dmitri  l)onskoi,  it  fol- 
lowed, as  a  natural  consequence,  that  ho  who  was  most  able 
to  reward  and  to  punish  drew  round  him,  and  retained,  the 
whole  of  the  nobles.  These  constituted  the  sole  strength 
of  the  appanas"od  prinees ;  llieir  defection,  therefore,  com- 
pleted the  subjugation  of  the  princes.  JDuutri  Donskoi  was, 
therefore,  in  reality  sovereign,  as  is  proved  by  his  treaties 
with  the  prinees  who  held  ajipanages,  all  of  whom  he  reduced 
to  be  his  vassals.  And,  accordingly,  notwithstanding  the 
appanages  which  he  ga\  e  to  bis  sons,  and  the  disseoBiona 
which  arose  out  of  that  error — an  error  as  yet,  perhaps,  tm- 
avoidable — the  attachment  of  the  nobles,  for  whieli  we  have 
just  assigned  areasQQy  always  xeplaced  th«  k^timate  h^iir  m 
thtf  throne. 

Already,  so  early  as  about  IBBf?,  the  E/Ussian  priuees  conld 
no  longer  venture  to  contend  against  their  lord-paramount 
by  any  other  means  than  by  denunciations  to  the  Horde ;  but 
to  what  Khan  could  they  be  addressed  ?    Discord  had  created 

mm^kz  wbab  lesuLt  waa  to  be  hopad  hoisLihsm^l  i^iidsd 
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among  themselves,  the  Tatar  ariniea  had  ceased  to  be  an 
available  force.  The  journeys  to  the  Golden  Horde,  which 
had  originalh'  contributed  to  keep  the  iiussian  princes  in  awe, 
now  served  to  ailbrd  them  an  insight  into  the  weakness  of 
their  enemies.  The  (xrimd-Prmces  returned  from  the  Horde 
with  the  confidence  that  they  might  usurp  ^vith  impunity  ; 
and  their  competitors  ^vitli  envoys  and  letters,  wliich  even 
they  themselves  well  knew  a\  ould  be  of  no  avail.  It  was, 
then,  obvious  in  Eussia,  that  the  only  protecting  power  was 
at  Moscow  :  to  have  recourse  to  its  support  was  a  matter  of 
necessity.  The  petty  princes  could  obtain  it  only  by  the 
sacrifice  of  their  independence ;  and  thus  all  o£  them 
came  vassals  to  the  Grand- Prince  Dmitri. 

Never  did  a  great  man  arise  more  opportunely  than  this 
Dmitri.  It  was  a  propitious  circumstance,  that  the  dissen- 
sions o£  the  Tatars  gave  them  full  occupation  dimag  the 
^^teen  years  subsequent  to  the  first  three  of  his  reign 
thi%  in  the  first  place,  allowed  him  time  to  extinguish  the 
devastating  fury  of  Olguecd  the  Lithuanian,  son  of  Guedimin, 
failier  of  JageUon,  and  conqueror  of  all  Lithuania,  Yolhynia, 
Bmokcsk,  Kief,  and  even  of  the  Taurida ;  secondly,  to  imke 
several  piincipalities  with  his  throne  ;  and,  lastly,  to  compel 
the  other  princes,  and  even  tlM  pduoe  of  Tyw,  to  adsnow- 
Mg^  his  paramount  authority. 

The  laontoit  with  the  latter  was  tembiLe :  four  times  did 
Smitei  overcome  Mikhail^  and  Sam  times  did  the  princae  ef 
Tver,  aided  hj  his  SQn**iiL-lav,  the  great  Olguerd,  prince  of 
Littmania,  rise  again  victorioiUL  In  this  obstinate  conflict, 
Moscow  itself  was  twice  benegedi  asid  mmat  have  fallen,  had 
it  Aot  been  for  its  stone  waUs^  the  recent  work  of  the  first 
regency  of  the  Muaeovite  boyaie.  But,  at  lengtih,  Olgirad 
died;  and  Bmitct,  who,  but  thiee  yeam  befoce^  eould  appear 
only  on  his  knees  at  the  Horde,  now  dared  to  refuse  the  Khan 
his  trtbiito»  and  to  put  to  deaibh  the  iiwiokmt  ambasaadm!  iHki 
had  been  seat  to  claim  it. 

We  have  seen  that,  fifty  years  earlier,  a  similar  instance  of 
temaafy  caused  the  branch  o£  Tver  to  fiill  beneath  that  o£ 
Meacow ;  but  times  wove  changed.  The  triple  allianoe  of 
the  prtmato^  iho  bagr«r%  mod  the  Qmadr^nmse,  had  mm 

*  nromidfistoidsou. 
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restored  to  the  Russians  a  coiifidence  in  their  own  strength : 
they  had  acquired  bold iiess  from  a  conviction  of  the  power  of 
their  Grand- Prince,  and  from  the  dissensions  of  the  Tatars. 
{Some  bands  of  the  latter,  wandering  in  Muscovy  in  search 
of  plunder,  were  defeated ;  at  last  the  Tatars  have  fled  before 
the  Russians !  they  are  become  their  slaves,  the  delusion  of 
their  invincibility  is  no  more ! 

The  burst  of  fury  which  the  Khan  exliibitcd  on  learning 
the  niuidor  of  his  representative,  accordingly  served  as  a 
signal  for  the  confederation  of  all  the  Eussian  princes  against 
the  prince  of  Tver.  He  was  compelled  to  submit  to  the 
Grand-Prince,  and  to  join  with  him  against  the  Horde. 

Russia  now  began  to  feel  that  there  were  three  important 
things  which  were  indispensably  necessary  to  her;  the 
establishment  of  the  direct  succession,  the  concentration  of 
the  supreme  power,  and  the  union  of  all  parties  against  the 
Tatars.  The  movement  in  this  direction  was  taken  very 
opportunely ;  for  it  happened  simultaneously  that  Mamai- 
Khan  was  also  disembarrassed  of  his  civil  wars  (1380),  and 
he  hastened  with  all  his  forces  into  iiussia  to  re-establish  his 
slighted  authority ;  but  he  found  the  Grand-Prince  Dmitri 
confronting  him  on  the  Don,  at  the  head  of  the  combined 
Russian  princes  and  an  army  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand men.  Dmitri  put  it  to  the  choice  of  his  troops 
whether  they  would  go  to  encounter  the  foe,  who  were  en- 
camped at  no  great  distance  on  the  opposite  shore  of  the 
river,  or  remain  on  this  side  and  wait  the  attack  ?  With 
one  voice  they  declared  for  going  over  to  the  assault.  The 
G-rand-Prince  immediately  transported  his  battalions  across 
the  river,  and  then  turned  the  vessels  adrift,  in  order  to  cut 
off  all  hopes  of  escapin  i:^  by  retreat,  and  inspire  his  men  with 
a  more  desperate  valour  against  an  enemy  who  was  three 
times  stronger  in  numbers.  The  fight  began.  The  Eussians 
defended  themselves  valiantly  against  the  i'urioua  attacks  of 
the  Tatars  ;  the  hosts  of  combatants  pressed  in  such  numbers 
to  the  field  of  battle,  that  multitudes  of  them  were  trampled 
under  foot  by  the  tumult  of  men  and  horses.  The  Tatars, 
continually  relieved  by  fresh  bodies  of  soldiers  as  any  part 
was  fatigued  by  the  conflict,  seemed  at  length  to  have  victory 
on  their  side.  Notluiig  but  the  impossibility  of  getting  over 
the  river,  and  the  finn  |iersuasion  that  deatii  would  directly 
tcansport  them  irom  the  handa  of  the  iuidei  euemjr  into  the 
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manBions  of  bliss,  lestrained  the  BuBBians  from  a  general 
flight.  But  all  at  once,  at  the  very  moment  when  eveiythmg 
seemed  to  be  lost,  a  detachment  of  the  Grand-Prince's  army, 
which  lie  liad  stationed  aa  a  reserve,  and  which  till  now  had 
xemamed  inactive  and  unobserved,  came  up  in  full  force,  fell 
upon  the  rear  of  the  Tatars,  and  threw  tlicm  into  such  amase- 
ment  and  terror  that  thejfled,  and  left  the  Bussians  masters 
of  the  field.  This  momentous  Tustorj,  however,  cost  them 
dear;  thousands  lay  dead  upon  the  ground,  and  the  whole 
army  was  occupied  eight  days  in  burying  the  bodies  of  the 
dead  Bussians  :  those  of  the  Tatars  ^  c  i  e  left  uninterred  upon 
the  ground.  It  was  in  memory  of  iiiis  achievement  tiiat 
Dmitri  received  his  honourable  surname  of  Donskoi. 

Subsequently,  however,  and  even  during  this  reign,  there 
were  many  civil  warn  in  Eussia ;  Moscow  was  several  times 
burned  by  the  Tatars.  Two  years  after  the  victory  of  the 
Don,  Taktamuisch,  a  lieutenant  of  Tamerlane,  who  was  be> 
come  master  of  the  Kaptchak,  suiprised  and  ravaged  the 
Grand-Principality,  and  rendered  it  tributary;  and  Tver 
once  more  raised  its  head.  Seventy  years  later,we  still  &id 
two  Bussian  princes  disputLug  at  the  Gt>lden  Horde  for  the 
posaession  of  the  Grana-Principalily.  But  the  two  prin> 
ciples  destructive  of  the  Tatar  empke,— namely,  ita  own  dis- 
sensions and  the  power  of  the  Grand-Princes, — graduaUy 
acquired  tbe  predominance,  and  ended  by  sweeping  every- 
thing before  them.  We  see  the  Khans,  even  after  their 
victories^  uniformly  concentrating  authority  in  the  hands  of 
the  Grand*Princes  of  Moscow,  and  annihilating  themselves 
by  engaging  more  and  more  in  internal  divisions,  Donskoi, 
meanwhUe,  hadflo  firmly  founded  tiie  authorit]^  of  the  Grand- 
Princes, — ^he  took  sucn  prudent  steps  on  lus  death-bed,  in 
1389,  and  left  such  an  illustrious  example,  that  he  seemed  to 
have  bequeathed,  not  his  greatness  of  mind,  but  his  skill  and 
hisgooa  fortune  to  his  successor  Yassili. 

^ant  and  patient  with  his  European  and  Asiatic  neigh- 
bours, Yassili  III.  Dmitrievitch  was  haughty,  and  even  ftro** 
cious  and  inexorable,  to  his  kinsmen  and  to  his  unruly  sub- 
jects. In  his  proceedings,  circumspect  at  first,  but  perse- 
vering and  inflexible,  we  discover  tne  aristocratio  policy  of 
the  council  of  boyars  and  priests  to  whidh  his  Emet  nad 
conflded  his  youth. 

His  triple  object  was,  firstly,  to  repress  tiie  Lithuanians ; 
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and  as  he  was  tlie  son-in-law  of  the  Lithuaiiian  prinee,  he 
combated  him  rather  by  policy  than  by  arms ;  secondly,  to 
liberate  Russia  from  the  yoke  of  the  Tatars  ;  and  it  was  by 
their  means  that,  folio wiug  the  example  of  his  ancestors,  he 
continued  the  system  of  re-uniting  the  appanages  to  the 
Grraad-Principality ;  for  that  was  his  third  purpose,  which 
he  deemed  it  prudent  to  achieve  before  he  thought  of  the 
second.  Like  his  predecessors,  therefore,  he  journeyed,  m 
1892,  to  offer  homage  to  the  Horde  for  his  sceptre,  propitiate 
it  by  presents,  and  purchase  from  it  the  investiture  of  seven 
appanages,  of  which  he  had  despoiled  his  kinsmen  ;  their  own 
bovars  put  them  into  his  hands,  and  those  iirinces  were, 
couseqiu  ntly,  under  the  necessity  of  mingling  in  the  ranks 
of  liis  courtiers,  or  of  dying  in  captivity  or  in  exile. 

Eighteen  years  afterwards,  when,  having  lost  hi;s  old  coun- 
sellors, and  being  too  ea^er  to  eiilVanchise  himself,  Yassiii 
drew  on  his  head  the  wrath  of  the  Khans,  by  his  refusal  of 
the  tribute,  lie  promptly  reverted  to  the  policy  of  his  fathers, 
and  retunicKl  again  to  the  Horde,  to  ensure  its  favour  by 
renewed  homage.  In  reward  for  this  supple  policy,  whole 
provinces  dependeiit  on  Novgorod,  the  principalities  of  Suzdal 
and  of  Tchernigof  were  united  to  the  Grand-Principality ; 
and  tlienceforth  the  paramount  throne  was  raised  to  a  dis- 
proportionate height  iD^ve  the  petty  thrones  by  which  it  was 
surrounded. 

Wars,  horrible  punishments,  and  Machiavellian  policy,  all 
were  employed  by  Vassili  Dmitrievitcli  to  render  the  proud 
Novgorod  the  tributary  of  Moscow ;  and  as  li is  power  grew 
with  that  of  the  primate,  ho  strove  to  subject  the  repubEo  to 
the  civil  jurisdiction  of  tliat  j)riest. 

At  lougth,  in  1125,  ending  as  he  began,  he  closed  a  reign 
of  thirty-six  years,  by  requiring  all  the  .Russian  princes  to 
swear  that  tliey  would  hold  no  correspondence  with  the 
Tatars  and  Lithuanians  ;  ho  compelled  them  to  acknowledge 
his  son  Vassili  III.,  then  only  live  years  old,  as  their  lord- 
paramount,  and  whoever  dsred  to  re&iae  he  expelled 
his  appanage. 

It  was  in  the  reign  of  Vassili  Dmitrievitch  that  money 
begaai  to  be  coined  in  Eussia.  Before  this  time  the  chronicles 
wSlb  frequent  mention,  first  of  grivnas,  and  afterwards  of 
rabies;  but  by  these  words  were  understood  a  certaki 
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w^ht  of  silver*  Poreign  commerce,  therefore,  was  cacriid 
on  after  the  manner  of  the  East  by  barter,  or  by  excfanige 
i^jmnt  gold  or  mhfBr  talma  hy  weight.  For  patty  trans- 
actions the  current  money  was  bits  of  marten  skins  oaliad 
mortkif  and  still  smaller  scraps  of  fur,  consisting  of  sqniitsli' 
heads,  or  even  the  ears  (nuy,  called  polmkki,  worth  some 
teddon  of  a  farthing.  Ujosoow  and  Tver  were  ike  first 
tawns  that  ^ployed  a  Tatar  coin,  named  den^ii,  feam  tiie  word 
tunffo^  which  means  mark.  At  first  the  legend  was  ctdj  in 
the  l\itar  language ;  then  Tatar  on  one  side,  Eusslsa  on  tbe 
other ;  and  finally  Bassian  only.  Polish  and  German  coins 
we  abandant  in  Novgorod  in  the  beginning  of  tiie  fifteenth 
oentmy;  but  in  1420  the  city  established  ite  own  mint.  Its 
aom,  which  represented  a  throned  prince,  was  for  a  kng 
tee  curseak  at  ainnit  twice  the  ?ahie  c£  that  cf  Mosoow  sr 
ber. 


CHAPTER  X. 

TASSILI  IV. — THE  EUSSIAN  CHTTECH  IN  THE  THIED  PBBIOD. 

SfVCK  as  we  hm  described  was  the  political  march  of  the 
Cbomd-Pcinces  fiom  the  time  of  lyan  £alita.  Lt 
howeyer,  the  state  was  more  than  ever  in  danger  of  benff 
inetnevably  destroyed,  and  these  princes  of  Mosoow,  ^prond 
as  they  might  be  clf  i^eir  Machiavellian  skill,  had  reason  to 
ikmk  the  BosaiMi  good-fortune  ior  the  sabation  of  tiieir 
empire. 

On  itsriglKt  and  on  its  left  arose  at  cmoe  two  conqpBeiiWK% 
wte  secaned  ready  to  devour  it.  On  the  east,  there  was 
Tamerlane ;  on  the  west,  Yitovt  the  Lithuanian.  The  firsts 
mth  his  four  hundred  thousand  warriors,  had  already  coo^ 

n-ed  the  rebellious  Ksptchak,  and  touched  on  the  EiMHriaa 
tier:  already  the  second  was  at  Kaluga  and  at  Yianaa; 
be  had  surprised  Smdensik,  and  penetrated  to  Nov]gorad; 
aad  trembling  Moscotj  ezpeeted  to  be  crushed  b^;ween 
these  two  oolossoies,  when,  aU  at  once,  th^  botii  tamed 
aside,  bent  their  course  to  the  south,  met,  and  csma  mto 
coBlsiffn.  Itussia,  which  they  bad  so  closdy  impressed, 
now  breathed  agab;  abe  arose  astomhed:  on  'ber  Jsftaha 
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beheld  Vitovt,  her  European  oppresgor,  beaten  down  before 
Kutlui,  the  lieutenant  of  Tamerlane.  Sho  turned  her  still 
terrified  gaze  towards  the  victorious  oast,  but  the  terrible 
Mongol  had  vanished  in  the  deep(st  recesses  of  Asia;  ho 
seeiiied  to  have  appeared  solely  to  inflict  a  mortal  blow  on 
the  rebellious  Kaptchak,  that  Horde  which  was  fattened  with 
Eussian  blood  and  gold.  It  was  thus  that  discord,  passing 
from  the  B>ussians  to  the  Tatars,  prepared  for  the  north  of 
Europe  a  triumph  over  Asia,  the  terminatioiL  of  which  it  is 
impossible  to  foresee. 

At  the  same  i  ime,  rind  by  a!i  equally  propitious  fortune, 
subsequently  to  Jagellon  and  Yitovt,  Lithuania  and  Poland 
came  to  blows ;  these  other  enemies  of  Itussia  rent  each 
other  to  pieces :  like  the  Tatars,  they  exhausted  their  own 
strength ;  their  sterile  dynasties  were  interrupted ;  a  demo- 
cracy of  nobles  gained  the  upper  hand ;  and  the  sceptre 
became  more  and  more  elective ;  while  that  of  the  Grand- 
Princes,  in  spite  of  the  faults  of  Vassili  the  Blind,  the  sou  of 
Yassili,  struck  deep  root,  by  means  of  its  divine  right,  and 
of  its  direct  snecessioii|  aud  became  more  Nourishing  by  the 
length  of  the  reigns. 

This  Inij  o  evity  of  the  Muscovite  G  rand-Princes  was  another 
very  remarkable  cause  of  the  prodigious  growth  of  their  power. 
The  reigns  of  Ivan  Kalita,  and  his  lineal  descendants,  Simeon 
the  Proud,  Ivan  II.,  Dmitri  Donskoi,  Yassili  bis  son,  and 
Yassili  Yassilievitch  his  grandson,  were  of  thirteen,  twelve, 
six,  twenty-seven,  thirty-six,  and  thirty-seven  years ;  this  was 
enough  to  found  the  paramount  sway  of  the  ixraud-I'riuces 
of  Moscow.  In  the  succeeding  period  vre  shall  see  this 
longevity  increasing,  like  the  power,  in  their  Kuecessors  Ivan 
the  Great,  Yassili,  and  Ivan  the  Terrible,  whose  reigns  were 
of  forty-three,  twenty-eight,  and  forty-nine  years.  So  that 
in  1425,  when  the  reign  arrived  of  Yassili  Yassilievitch,  the 
last  prince  of  the  third  period,  so  rooted  was  the  custom  of 
acknowledging  as  Grand-Prince  no  one  but  the  eldest  son  of 
the  Grand- Prince,  that  this  Yassili  succeeded  his  father  when 
he  was  ten  years  old ;  and  although  he  was  several  times 
dethroned,  the  habit  of  respect  and  of  fidelity  always  replaced 
him  on  the  throne.  After  such  protracted  reigns,  the  rights 
of  the  sovereign  were  marked  out,  the  path  traced  for  hift 
successor,  and  the  habits  of  his  subjects  formed. 
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NeveEtheleBSy  on  the  birth  of  this  Yasnli  Yassilievitch,  a 
miracle  was  deemed  useful,  to  ratify  more  fuUj  his  right  to 
the  throne  of  his  father ;  the  new-bom  prince  was  prodaimed 
Ghrand-Frince  by  a  voice  from  heaven.  The  precaution,  how- 
ever, appears  to  have  been  quite  supererogatory ;  the  first 
event  of  this  reign  is  a  proof  of  its  bemg  so :  it  stands  alone 
in  history. 

Tiiiy,  the  uncle  of  the  young  sovereign,  making  an  appeal 
to  the  ancient  order  of  succession,  kid  claim  to  the  throne. 
An  excommunication  by  the  primate,  which  he  at  first  de- 
spisedy  but  which  an  unexpected  pestilence  rendered  effica- 
cious, suspended  the  enforcement  of  his  pretensions.  They 
were  renewed,  however,  as  the  contagion  diminished ;  and 
Yassili  and  his  uncle  proceeded  to  dispute  for  their  rights 
before  the  Horde.  But  the  Khan  was  so  completely  in- 
fluenced the  address  of  the  boyars  who  accompanied  the 
Grand-Prmce,  and  so  carried  away  by  the  general  impulse, 
that  he  unwisely  declared  for  the  lineal  heir,  released  him 
from  all  tribute  to  the  Horde,  and  even  decreed  that  the  undo 
should  hold  the  bridle  of  his  nephew's  horse,  on  the  entrance 
of  the  latter  into  his  ca2:)ital.  But  from  this  decision  the  am- 
bitious Tiiry  appealed  to  arms ;  Moscow,  taken  by  surprise, 
fell  into  his  hands,  and  his  nephew  Yassili  was  exiled  to  an 
appanage. 

Womd  it  not  apj)ear  as  if  the  lineal  succession  were  again 
overthrown,  and  that  a  long  and  furious  war  would  be  re^ 
quired  to  restore  it  ?  Not  so  ;  the  manners  of  the  time,  and 
respect  for  the  lineal  order— that  custom  founded  on  the 
general  interest,  and  already  existing  for  eighty  years,  were 
sufficient  to  secure  its  triumph  ;  and  that,  too,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days,  without  a  single  sword  bcin^^  drawn,  or  a 
drop  of  lilood  shed.  Public  opinion,  disarmed  as  it  was, 
yet  stronger  than  a  victor,  neutralised  his  -victory :  priests, 
people,  nobles,  all  disavowed  him;  all,  even  the  son  of 
the  usurper,  abandoned  his  cause.  The  entire  population 
of  the  great  Moscow  followed  the  lineal  heir  into  his  banish- 
xnent;  the  conqueror,  struck  with  diyniay,  remained  alone; 
and,  vanquished  by  this  terrific  insulation,  he  dosct  nded 
from  his  solitary  throne,  and  restored  it  to  the  iegitunate 
heir. 

The  errors  of  Yassili,  however,  subsequently  precipitated 
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fiiTn  twice  £rom  the  throne,  first  into  the  fetters  of  the  Tatars, 
and  next  into  those  of  the  son  of  Yury,  who  put  out  his  ejea 
in  retaliation ;  but  legitimacy  always  triumphed  by  its  in- 
herent strength,  even  in  spite  of  tliis  blind,  imprudent,  and 
unfortunate  Grand- Prince,  whom  it  perpetually  raised  up 
again.  The  son  of  Yury  was,  indeed,  speedily  deserted  by 
his  nobles;  they  replaced  Yassili  the  Blind  on  the  throne. 
The  usurper  was  vanquished,  pursued,  despoiled  ;  he  died  of 
poison  adminiatered  by  his  own  followers,  and  Xovirorod, 
wliich  had  given  him  an  asylum,  was  compelled  to  xaasom 
itself. 

Thus,  the  Tatar  yoke  was  broken :  the  humiliation  of  the 
pof^sessorf?  of  appanages  was  consummated ;  that  of  the  Eus- 
siaTi  republics  of  Novgorod,  Pskof,  and  Viatka  was  com- 
nuneed;  the  paramount  sway  was  established;  and  the 
lint  al  succeasion,  which  began  de  facto  under  Ivan  Kalita, 
acquired  tlio  force  of  a  right  under  Dmitri  Bonskoi,  w?^ 
rendered,  both  de  facto  and  de  jure,  inconteatable  at  the 
close  of  tbe  long  reign  of  Yassili  the  Blind,  when  the  force 
of  public  opinion  had  obstinately  overthrown  his  last  com- 
petitor, ana  when  he  associated  with  him  his  son,  the  great 
Ivan  III^  in  the  government  of  the  empire* 

Among  the  means  which  co-operated  in  this  great  work  of 
autocracy,  the  reader  can  hardly  liave  failed  to  recognise  the 
powerful  and  persevering  hand  of  the  priests.  It  remains  for 
us.  then,  tu  seek  in  the  spirit  of  the  history  of  the  Itussian 
Church  one  more  cause  of  the  elevation  of  the  Grrand-i^ruices 
of  Moscow. 

In  those  times  of  ignorance,  the  Greek  religion  and  its 
priests  could  not  be  otherwise  than  one  of  the  most  power- 
ful means  of  instruction  and  of  government.  An  edict  of 
Vladimir,  issued  about  the  year  1000,  is  said  to  have  p^ranted 
immense  pri\ileges  to  the  Bussian  clergy ;  modem  historians, 
however,  attach  no  faith  to  this  story.  But  of  what  import- 
ance to  US  is  the  truth?  it  would  prove  nothing  but  the 
blindness  of  a  prince,  and  would  be  of  no  avail  to  estabiish  a 
right  against  nature. 

If  we  look  at  this  question  only  with  a  reference  to 
manners,  or  to  obtain  an  insight  into  the  respective  positions 
of  the  diiSerent  orders  of  the  state,  in  either  case  the  £&ct  is 
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enougli  wiihmit  the  right.  Kow,  it  m  cerlun  tliai^  as  far 
back  as  the  jear  1200,  the  Eussian  dergj  were  cofeied  with 
the  spoils  of  their  flocks;  that,  m  numerous  cases,  they 
sentenced  to  death,  and  without  appeal;  that  the  monks,, 
like  the  nobles  elsewhere,  had  a  Dumber  of  fortified  dwellings, 
of  which  thef  were  the  fonoidable  defenders ;  that  their 
primate  had  a  ooort,  bojais^  gmrds,  and  an  Asiatie  luxury ; 
that  there  were  public  ceremonies  at  which  the  proudest 
soyereigns  walked  before  him,  humblj  holding  the  bridle  of 
the  ass  on  whidi  thiEi  pontiff  rode;  and  that  in  all  stsde 
afEsixs  the  primate  was  the  first  who  was  consulted — a  totj 
ofttural  circumstaiice,  as  manj  of  these  heads  of  the  dergy 
came  from  Greece,  and  were  looked  upon  as  hgfats  amidst 
the  surrounding  darkness. 

Another  £iict  is,  that  in  the  civil  commotians  the  lUissian 
priests  were  ofken  mediators,  ambassadors — eyen  umpires ;  a 
part  which  they  were  also  called  upon  to  perform  in.  yiitoeof 
their  ministry,  consecrated  to  charity  and  peace. 

The  Tatar  iiivagion  added  to  their  power :  in  the  desperate 
resistance  of  the  Bussian  cities,  the  Khans  witnessed  the 
mighty  influence  which  the  clergy  pos. messed  over  the  rain  da 
of  the  people;  it  M'as  for  this  reason  that  Eaty,  Burgai,  and 
their  ssuecessors,  treated  them  with  respect,  and  even  ex- 
onerated them  from  all  tribute.  Tlieneeforth,  being  tlie  only 
persons  who  were  allowed  to  be  rich  and  at  peace,*  they 
bought  or  coveted  cverytliinf^  ;  Russia  was  eovered  with 
monasteries,  in  which  males  and  females  were  bhmded ;  and, 
as  all  other  subject!=?  were  liorribly  oppressed,  all  flocked  to 
these  coiiA'ents  :  nobles,  inerckants,  even  pnuces,  were  Rcxious 
to  becoTTK^  monks.  Such  was^  besides,  the  superstition  of  the 
age,  that  the  majority  of  the  ixiand-i^rmces  of  the  forst  race 
expired  in  the  monkish  habit. 

la  13^  aa  archbishop  of  Noygorod  haying  been  taken 

*  See  the  firman  of  Usbok,  in  1313;  he  declares,  that  "the  Church 
is  the  sole  judge  of  the  Church  in  all  (ismSy  and  of  all  who  live  on  its 
domains.  That  he  renounces  the  trihato  doe  to  him  irom  the  lands  of 
the  clergy,  as  well  ai  all  his  dher  rights,  sudi  as  thoae  of  coatonw, 
l^kmgh-moDiy,  tdb,  fcrm-tax,  and  rdays  for  his  service.  That  who- 
ever shall  contravene  this  safeguard  shall  be  punished  with  death;  and 
not  ouly  for  the  forcible  carrying  off  of  sacred  property,  but  even  if 
'  they  dace  merely  to  coudenm^  or  to  blarney  the  Qseek  zeligioiL" 
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and  erea  of  its  mdependenoe. 

An  earthquake,  frightful  plagues,  parCdeuIarly  that  of 
'  1852,  and,  at  a  later  period,  the  fear  of  the  end  of  the  worlds 
which  an  ancient  prediction  announced  for  this  epoch,  oon*- 
Bummated  the  work  attributed  to  Yhidimir :  the  major  part 
of  the  dying  bequeathed  their  property  to  monasteries. 

The  legiuation  of  the  BusBians  was,  Hkewise,  such  as  to 
give  them  a  tendency  to  this  unworthy  conduet:  among  men 
who  could  buy  off  earthly  justice  by  pecuniary  sacrifices,  it 
vfSLB  no  unnatural  conclusion  that  heavenly  justice  might  be 


Borne,  it  had  become  an  established  dogma>  that  a  man  might 
gain  the  riches  of  heaven  by  disappointing  his  heirs,  and  be* 
queathing  his  earthly  riches  to  the  men  of  God ;  which,  as- 
suredly, was  closing  existence  with  one  of  the  most  selfirii 
acts  of  his  whole  life. 

As  to  the  toleration  displayed  by  the  Khans,  we  know  not 
whether  it  ought  to  be  attributed  solely  to  their  policy,  or 
rather  to  their  religious  apathy,  and  to  their  being  ac- 
customed to  rule  people  of  different  religions ;  one  thmg  is 
certain,  that  seTeral  Bussian  bishops  resided  in  the  court  of 
these^gan  princes ;  and  that  the  Tatars  were  believers  in 
the  emcacj  of  all  prayers,  whatever  might  be  their  form,  and 
Mrished  that  they  should  be  offered  up  for  them.  In  tenth, 
their  faith,  nomadic  like  themselves,  without  any  external 
practices,  without  any  point  of  union,  with  scarcely  anything 
to  allure  and  attach  the  senses  of  so  livdy  a  people,  could  not 
be  an  object  of  much  importance.  Blow  then  could  this 
religion,  so  vague  that  it  hardly  deserves  the  name  of  one, 
liaTO  been  intolerant  ?  The  interest  of  their  priests  might  have 
rendered  it  so;  but  it  does  not  appear  that,  among  these 
wandermg  nations,  the  priests  were  ever  able  to  b^me  a 
corporate  body,  or  to  acquire  the  spirit  of  one. 

At  a  later  period,  Mahometanism,  which  these  Tatars  em^ 
braced,  did  not,  however  exclusive  it  may  be,  render  them 
less  tolerant;  and  it  is  remarkable  that, £ff  from  penetrating 
into  European  Eussia,  that  religion  stepped  short  on  its 
frontier.  Such  of  the  Asiatic  conquerors  as  entered  this  part 
of  our  (^be  to  establish  themselyes  there  became  oonTerts 
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to  GfaTistmnity.  'Would  it  not  seem  as  if  these  two  religions 
had  finally  and  invariably  divided  the  difTerent  parts  of  the 
world  according  to  its  great  geographical  divisions?  Let 
m  here  remark,  availing  ourselves  of  the  light  thrown  on 
the  subject  by  the  profound  genius  of  Montesquieu,  that 
fte  causes  of  polygamy,  and  of  the  slavery  of  women  and 
men  in  the  East,  are  all  equally  so  of  the  partition  which 
Mahometanism  and  Christianity  have  made  of  Asia  and  of 
Biuope.  Kow,  almost  all  these  causes  are  connected  with 
the  <jimate ;  and  the  reason  is,  that  a  religion  having,  still 
more  than  the  laws,  its  roots  in  the  maimers,  the  climate 
must  have  eonaiderable  ix^uence  over  it.  Neither  could  the 
doctrine  of  fataliam,  which  aprings  from  indolence,  as  well 
as  leads  to  it,  possil^  take  root  in  a  ri^roua,  mgguiijf 
variable  climate,  which  stimulates  and  requires  active  bbour. 
This  was  another  reason  for  the  distribution  of  religion  ac- 
tording  to  temperature*  It  has  been  objected,  that  Chris- 
tianity itself  came  from  Asia;  but  this  confirms  still  more 
fiofcibly  the  preceding  assertion,  since  it  was  compelled  to 
quit  that  continent. 

However  that  may  he,  Usbek,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  became  a  Mahometan.  He  thought  that, 
either  from  tolerance,  apathy,  or  pride,  his  predecessors  had 
been  negligent  in  rallying  under  the  same  deed  the  van- 
quished slaves,  who  were  not  to  be  despised.  It  is  said  that 
he  was  desirous  to  divest  them  of  the  too  obvious  marks  of 
dissimilarity  and  opposition. 

This  Khan  seems  to  have  been  deeply  impressed  with  the 
power  of  the  Bussian  elergy  at  this  e^h ;  of  this  we  may 
judge  by  the  attentions  which  he  lavished  on  the  primate 
when  he  visited  his  Horde.  But  the  Christian  must  natu- 
rally have  been  distrustful  of  a  Mahcmietan  prince  who 
reduced  all  his  hordes  under  the  law  of  the  Prophet.  In  &ct, 
about  1327,  a  rumour  was  all  at  once  spread  abroad,  that 
Schevkal,*  a  kinsman  of  ITsbek,  and  his  ambassador  at  Tver, 
had  gone  thither  to  massacre  the  family  of  the  Grand-Frince, 
to  set  himself  on  the  throne,  and  to  raise  the  standard  of  the 
'flEophet. 

Toe  geneial  massacre  of  the  Tatars  in  that  principality 
»  flteiwlkhsa,  aceogJfaigto  Leveiqine, 
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mufll  ImTe  eonriiioed  Usbek  of  ibe  mptineflB  of  Itk  projeda. 
Perbi^  bis  wan  witb  Penia  mdueed  bim  to  postpone  ibe 
executKm  of  tbem  till  MoMnat  time ;  perhaps^  even,  tiiay  wm 
&lflel;[  attributed  to  bim ;  as  be  contented  bimself  with 
xtTaging  BuMia  and  cbanging  its  Ghrand-Bnaee.  To  aBcei^ 
tain  tbe  truth  of  the  fact  is  now  botb  impoaaible  and  uselefls ; 
suffice  it,  that  tbe  belief  in  it  proves  the  active  disquietude  of 
Gbiistianitr  at  coming  in  contact  vdth  a  hostile  religion, 
eqnallY  exciusiye  with  itself.  The  dread  of  Tatar  intolerance, 
tbarefore,  had  tiw  effect  of  rallying  the  pfiestB  round  the  sole 
power  which  was  able  to  protect  them.  They  felt  that  the 
Grand-Prince  could  defiand  tbem  against  Mahometanism 
and  Catholicism  onlj  by  means  of  the  united  force  of  tbe 
Eusaians,  and  that  force  tbej  exerted  l^emselTes  to  place 
within  his  grasp. 

This  poiiOT  dates  more  particuhirlj  from  tbe  period  when 
Kief  was  unoer  the  yoke  of  the  Nogay s  and  tbe  lAtbuaoiaiis.'* 
Kief  had  preservea  its.  pietaisions  to  tbe  paramoimt  au- 
thority; the  primate  still  resided  there:  about  1290,  it 
became  uninhaoitable ;  tbe  pontiff  then  established  himself 
at  Vladimir,  and  subsequent^  at  Moscow.  The  head  of  tbe 
Church  formed  a  junction  with  tbe  bead  of  the  State,  and 
the  religious  power  with  the  civil  power.  After  that  ^riod 
it  was  obyiouB,  from  tbe  more  consistent  and  undeyiatinff 
march  of  the  Grand-Princes,  that  their  progress  was  direotea 
by  the  constantly  adroit  and  able  police  of  tbe  priests. 

Besides,  notwithstanding  tbe  general  prevalence  of  super- 
stitioD,  the  priests  could  not  escape  from  the  disastrous  con- 
sequences 01  civil  dissensions ;  and  as  they  were  as  little 
enabled  to  turn  tbem  to  advantage,  it  became  their  interest 
to  form  an  alliance  witb  the  power  most  interested  in  putting 
a  stop  to  such  excesses. 

"We  see,  in  fact,  that  the  Metropolitan  Photiua  became  the 
Grand-Prince  of  Moscow's  firmest  support,  because  that 
throne  was  his  sole  protection  against  tiie  encroachments  of 
the  nobles  upon  the  domains  of  the  clergy.  The  same  interest 
imited  him  with  that  Grand-Prince  against  Vitovt,  the 
Lithuanian,  wbo,  by  means  of  a  very  remarkable  council  of 
biabops^t  bad  liberated  tbe  Church  of        which  be  bad 

*  Jbrom  1299  to  1320.  f  ^  Ksrswwn^  toL  t.  p.  374. 
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conquefred,  £Dom      AupieiBacj  of  Moboov,  «b  ve&  is  fivnx 

tliat  of  Bjzajitium. 

liisten,  alsoy  in  1328,  to  the  pioplMfcie  meomks  of  the  Me- 
tropolitan Peter,  choosing  !Mx>scaw  as  his  resLdenoe,  and 
SBquiring  of  Ivan  Kalita  to  build  a  cathedral  thereu  "  My 
'boneB,"  said  he  to  Mm,  shall  rest  in  this  city ;  hero  will  the 
primates  fix  tikeir  abode ;  it  will  orerthrov  all  its  enemies. 
You  and  your  sucoeMora  will  become  great  and  famous."  In 
1332,  this  pontiff  persevered  in  this  close  alliance,  in  spite  of 
the  texsiUe  JjithuttUMQ  Guedimiii,  into  whose  hsnda  lie  had 
Dallen. 

AJtoribe  death  of  Ivan  II.,  in  1359,  one  of  the  appanagod 
princes  obtained  the  Graad-Piincipality  from  tbe  Horde; 
but  the  primate,  who  was  obliged  to  go  to  crown  him  at 
Vladimir,  refused  to  reside  with  him.  The  piekto  reiaimed 
to  concert^  with  the  Musoovite  boyars,  the  means  of  restoring 
the  sovereignty  to  the  graadson  of  Ivan  Kalita,  the  lineu 
heir  of  the  princes  of  Moscow,  who  was  than  only  twelve 
years  of  age.  He  went  still  further ;  for,  prooeeding  in  the 
w<»rk  of  legitimacy  and  coneentration,  he  hurled  the  i£undm 
of  the  Church  against  those  prinees  who  lefosed  to  admow- 
ledge  the  supremacy  of  this  child. 

Iq  1415,  it  was  also  a  monk  of  Moscow,  a  dependent  on 
the  primate,  who  predicted  the  birth  of  Yassili  the  Blind, 
the  grandson  of  the  hero  of  the  Don.  This  monk  published 
throughout  the  empire,  that  he  had  lieard  a  voice  from 
heaven  miraculously  proclaim,  as  Grrand- Prince  of  all  Bus8i% 
the  young  lineal  heir  of  the  throne  of  Mosoow,  at  the  very 
moment  in  which  he  saw  the  light. 

Lastly,  in  1447,  in  a  remarkable  letter  from  the  B-uasian 
bishops  to  the  usurper  Dmitri,*  observe  how  they  maintain 
Tassili  to  be  the  only  sovereign  by  the  grace  of  God,  and 
bow  they  threaten  Dmitri  with  the  wrath  of  Heaven  for  his 
revolts ;  "  but  for  which,"  they  add,  "  liusaia  would  have 
been  emancipated  from  the  Tatar  yoke." 

Previously,  in  1425,  the  prnnate  of  that  day  had  proclaimed 
the  accession  of  this  same  Vassili,  aged  only  ten  year^,  and 
Bummoned  his  uncles  to  acknowledge  him  an  their  sovert  ign. 

Tet,  in  1429,  this  young  prince  was  near  being  expelled 

See  Karamsin,  voL  v.  p.  403. 
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from  the  tluone  by  hii  unde  Tiuy  of  OalitcH.  TIhe  peN 
nicious  and  absom  order  of  Buocession^  from  brother  io 
brother^  was  on  the  pomt  of  being  restoxed,  wbea  the  same 
primaAe  atopped  Ymy  by  that  eKCommunieation  which,  aa 
ire  haye  betbte  Been,  derived  additional  weight  from  an 
opportune  pestilence ;  for,  in  Bussia,  it  was  neeeasaiy  that 
tne  moral  ibroe  of  anathemas  should  be  backed  by  physical 
force,  without  which  the  exoommuntci^n  was  impotent,  as 
was  shown  by  Pskof  in  1337,  and  Nijni  Noygorod  in  1365. 
Eyeiythine,  therefore,  prompted  the  clergy  to  lean  for  sup- 
port on  the  Ghnnd*Prmces,  and  to  enlii^  the  protecting 
]  (  Ter  of  Moscow  with  all  that  they  could  aggregate  to  it. 
jb'aithful  to  this  policy,  the  primates  had,  consequently,  a 
considerable  share  in  the  eleyation  of  the  Grand^Fnnces  mi 
the  deliverance  of  their  country. 

Here  terminates  the  tliird  period  of  this  history :  in  the 
fuurth,  we  shall  behold  Bussia  emancipating  herself  from  her 
foreign  masters  to  become  the  slaye  of  her  own  princes. 
Four  centuries  of  calamity,  arising  from  the  partition  of 
poww,  had  demonstrated  the  indispensable  necessity  of  con- 
centrating that  power ;  this  single  idea,  which  the  Grand- 
Princes  of  the  branch  of  Moscow  faithfully  transmitted  to 
each  other,  sufficed  to  raise  up  the  prostrate  en^pire ;  such 
mighty  efficacy  has  a  firm  and  consistent  will.  This  idea 
predominated  for  two  hundred  and  sixty  years  ;  but,  spread- 
mg  in  proportion  as  it  encountered  fewer  obstacles,  it  went 
beyond  the  mark,  and  produced  the  most  atrocious  despotism 
that  imagination  can  conceive. 

The  fourth  period  will  exhibit  to  us  the  final  emancipation 
of  Bussia  from  the  Tatar  yoke;  but  when  will  the  mark  be 
effaced  which  that  vile  servitude  imprinted  on  the  character 
of  the  Bussian  people  ?  National  pride  and  the  sense  of 
personal  honour  were  crushed  out  of  their  hearts  by  that 
calamity,  and  cunning  and  greed,  the  especial  vices  of  slaves, 
became  their  leading  characteristics.  "  From  Vassili  Yaro- 
slavitch,'*  says  Karanisin,  "to  Ivan  Kalita  (1272-1328),  the 
ill  est  disastrous  period  of  our  history,  tlie  aspect  of  Itussia 
was  that  of  a  gloomy  forest  rather  than  an  empire.  Might 
took  the  place  of  right,  and  pillage,  authorised  bv  impunity, 
was  exercised  alike  by  Russians  and  Tatars.  There  was  no 
safety  for  tiaTellers  on  the  roads,  or  ior  iamilies  in  their 
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homes ;  and  robbery,  like  a  eontaeioiis  malady,  infested  all 
properties.  When  the  gloom  of  these  homble  disiOTdeEa 
Degan  to  disperse,  and  kw,  that  sonl  of  social  order,  awoke 
from  its  leuiargy,  it  was  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  a 
sererity  wJmown  to  the  ancient  Bussians.  The  good  and 
generons  Monomadius  said  to  his  children,  *  Fat  not  eren 
the  guilty  to  death,  for  the  soul  of  a  Christian  is  sacred  ;* 
and  yet  Pmitzi,  Mamai's  Tietcnr,  whose  sonl  was  not  less  noble 
than  that  of  ike  vanquisher  of  the  Poloytzy,  restored  the 

§umshment  of  death  as  the  sole  means  of  appalling  crime, 
^ecuniaij  fines  had  formerly  sufficed  to  check  robbery  among 
our  ancestors,  }mt  in  the  fourteenth  century  this  offence  was 
puniriied  with  the  gibbet.  To  the  Bussians  of  Taroslaf  *s 
as^e  blows  were  unknown  except  in  the  heat  of  a  quarrel. 
The  Tatar  yoke  introduced  corporal  punishments  among  ns ; 
for  a  first  tiieft  the  culprit  was  branded ;  and  in  the  reign  of 
Yassili  the  Blind  floggmg  with  the  knout  began  to  be  in- 
flicted even  upon  persons  of  the  highest  station  for  offences 
against  the  state;  out  what  efficacy  could  the  shame  of  such 
punishments  have  in  a  country  where  a  branded  man  was  not 
excluded  from  sodelyP  If  we  have  seen  crimes  in  our 
ancient  history,  the  times  of  which  we  .are  now  speaking 
present  much  more  odious  traits  of  ieroci^  in  princes  and 
people — ^ferocity  aggravated  by  the  sense  oi  oppression  and 
abject  fear.  Circumstances  always  serve  to  explain  the  moral 
qualities  of  a  people.  However,  as  the  effect  is  often  more 
husting  than  the  cause,  the  descendants,  living  under  differ- 
ent  circumstances,  retain  some  traces  of  the  virtues  or  vices 
of  their  ancestors;  and  it  may  be  that  the  character  of  the 
Russians  exhibits  to  this  day  some  cfthe  hloU  with  wMeh  the 
harbaritif  qfihe  MongoU  deJUed^ii*^ 


CHAPTMIXI. 

BEOnoriKG  OP  THE  FOUETH  PEHIOD,  FEOM  1462  TO  1618— 

IVAN  III.  THE  GBEAT. 

The  spirit  of  tLe  history  of  the  whole  of  this  fourth  period 
-rthe  period  of  despotisoi — stands  fully  displayed  in  its  £rst 
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rttg%  liuil  of  Ivaa  m.  OniwpriaoeasoesbMtliatliiaDem 
14CE9I^  at  the  ci  twenty-two ;  be  reigned  finty-tfam  ymn. 
The  abree  flacoeedinff  neigns  piescnt  the  cwmtmnetaflnyiad 
the  honible  abuae^  of  the  mtott  o€  Ivaa  IIL  aad  the  down* 
&1  of  bia  raee^  the  eA»ot  of  that  ajaton,  wbkli  itaelf  waa  but 
an  expaiudon  of  that  of  bia  aneeatota. 

Tbd  life  of  Ivan  the  Gxeat^  like  all  great  Htea,  bad  Qi:a 
imif oim  object ;  in  him  ihe  pmaiiit  of  autoeraej'  vaa  en  ex- 
elusive  passion,  b«t  free  from  tiw  faabneas,  confusiany  and 
violeiice'  uaiiallj  attendant  on  anch  a  condition  of  mind. 
From  the  age  of  tweniy-thiee  he  proyed  himself  capable  of 
legokting  its  march,  and  subjecnng  it  to  the  slow  move* 
meota  of  a  policy  at  once  insidious  men  to  perMy,  and  car- 
cumapect  even  to  cowardice,  but  ever  invariable. 

Ivan  III.  wished  to  be  independent  oat  of  bia  domama, 
and  autocrat  within ;  be  had,  therefore,  numerona  enemies 
aiDong  his  neighbours  and  bia  aabjeeta;  but  he  succeeded 
in  uniting,  by  turns,  all  these  eneieiea  against  a  aaagle  one^ 
and  tbua  anooeaaively  subdued  the  one  by  the  other. 

It  was  necessary  for  him  to  aubdue  £Iaaasn  and  the 
Ghdden  Horde,  to  whicb  he  was  yet  tributary ;  the  great 
communities,  or  Eussian  republics,  of  Novgorod,  Pskol^  and 
Viatka,  which  affected  a  aoTenigntj  almost  equal  to  bia  own ; 
and  the  princes,  his  kinsmen,  proud  of  the  appanagea  which 
they  still  retained,  and  determmed  to  live  in  them  as  mastera. 
At  the  same  time  he  had  to  repress  Lithuania,  which  was 
always  ready  to  offer  to  all  tbeiae  hostile  powers  the  pro- 
tection of  a  sovereignty,  long  the  fortunate  rival  of  that  of 
Moscow,  which  it  had  straitened  on  the  west,  south,  and 
north,  by  successively  seducing  from  it  its  great  vassals. 

Such  were  his  adversaries.  Por  allies,  he  made  use,  at 
home,  of  his  nobles,  princes,  and  subjects  of  southern  and 
central  Kussia,  ^vho  were  inured  to  slavery,  against  his 
northern  subjects,  wlio  were  yet  free ;  afterwards,  he  em- 
ployed his  nobles  and  his  old  and  new  slaves  against  tim 
princes  of  his  blood.  Lastly,  his  omnipotence  sufficed  hnn 
against  his  boyars,  when  he  stood  no  longer  in  fear  of  them, 
after  the  lunniliation  of  his  other  enemies,  and  the  creation 
of  a  swarm  of  petty  nobles,  his  immediate  vassals. 

As  to  the  Golden  liorde  and  Lithuania,  his  external  ad» 
veEsaiies,  he  sought  enemies  ibr  them  in  l^erai%  in  3wedeD, 
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in  Hungary,  at  Vienna,  and  eyen  at  Eome ;  but  tlie  cele- 
brated Stephen,  Hospodar  of  Wailadiiii,  and  Menghli- 
Glnrei,  Khan  of  the  Crimea,  who  were  placed  between  and 
in  dread  of  the  Gkiklen  Horde,  Tarkej^  and  Lithuania,  were 
the  foes  of  his  foes,  and  his  own  natural  allies.  These  he 
distinguished  above  all  others;  bis  MacfaiaYellian  policy, 
while  it  incessantly  deceived  them,  still  contrived  to  retain 
them  on  the  side  of  Eussia,  and  in  peEpetnal  hostility  with 
Lithuania,  till  be  found  the  fiivourawe  moment  for  strildns 
it  in  his  turn. 

Such  were  the  allies  and  the  opponent!  of  Ivan  III.  At 
the  beginning  of  his  reign  be  acknowledged  aU  their  rights; 
he  cajoled  all  the  hostile  powers  wbieb  he  wished  to  destroy ; 
he  flattered  all  their  pretenaiopfl^  and  eren  piStientih|r  aiu)* 
mitted  to  the  abuse  of  them. 

From  the  time  of  bis  aeoesascm,  howerer,  the  fourfold  con* 
testwbicb  be  was  to  sustain  against  the  Lithuanians,  the 
possessors  of  appanages,  the  Bussian  nepublic8»  and  the 
TatarSi  began  with  i£d  latter;  but,  remark  with  what  pre* 
cautaums !  If  be  does  not  pay  tie  tribute  of  the  Kktm^  ix  be 
does  not  go  to  pick  up  bis  crown  at  tiie  feet  of  that  BOTereign, 
do  not  imagine  that  bis  joung  pride  haughtily  rejects  the 
shameful  neoessilaea  imposed  upon  bim  by  a  half-vanquished 
barbarian.  No  ;  he  merely  eludes  them,  and,  while  he  fai^ 
tively  vrithholds  the  tribute,  he  humbly  acknowledges  him- 
self a  tributary*  By-and«by  the  Tatar  residents,  their  re- 
tinue, their  merchants,  who  were  yet  established  even  in  the 
Kremlin^  were  at  length  exckidea  from  it.  Who  would  not 
suppose  that,  in  a  powerfid  sovereign,  this  so  much  desired 
enfranchisement  was  the  effect  of  a  noble  burst  of  indigna- 
tion ?  Not  so.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  by  insidious  pre- 
texts, and  by  meanly  purchasii^  the  protection  of  a  Tatar 
woman,  that  the  Grand- Prince  surreptitiously  obtained  from 
the  Khan  the  order  that  these  Mongols  should  no  longer 
dwell  as  masters  in  the  very  abode  of  the  Bussian  sovereign. 

A  t  a  later  period,  aU  that  the  high  spirit  of  his  wife,  the 
daughter  of  the  emperor  of  Byzantium,  could  obtain  from 
the  autocrat,  was,  that  he  would  avoid  going  to  meet  the 
3fongol  envoy ;  that  lie  would  no  longer  degrade  himself  by 
spreading  under  the  hoofs  of  this  barbarian's  steed  a  carpet 

sable  iur;  that  be  would  not  go  to  pxostacate  himself  at  hia 
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feet ;  that  he  would  refuse  to  hear  on  his  knees  the  letter  of 
the  Klmn ;  and  would  not  submit  to  present  the  cup  of 
koumiss  to  tlie  envoy  of  his  master,  and  shamotiiUy  lick 
froui  the  neck  of  the  barbarian's  horse  the  dropa  of  the 
beverage  which  ini<}f]il  fall  upon  it. 

Aud  yet,  as  early  as  tlio  first  years  of  his  reign,  eastern 
Bulgaria,  and  K asan,  the  iirst  and  largest  Tatar  city,  liad 
yielded  to  his  arras  :  nay  nioro.  before  that  triumiih  and 
after,  the  Golden  Horde,  which  liad  thrice  risen  in  a  bodv 
against  him,  liad  tliriee  fallen  again,  and  the  remnant  of  it, 
closely  pursued,  had  at  length  been  destroyed,  even  in  itd 
haunt. 

Behold,  then,  Asia  vanquished,  and  Muscovy  liberated! 
History  will,  doubtless,  henceforth  represent  the  prince 
under  whom  this  mighty  revohition  was  effected  in  no  other 
light  than  that  of  a  formidable  warrior,  a  glorious  conqueror 
in  his  triumphal  car !  But  history  dares  not ;  not  even  na- 
tive history,  captive,  and  submissive,  like  everything  that 
springs  from  the  Russian  soil ;  far,  indeed,  from  thus  repre- 
senting this  prince,  she  depicts  him  displa}  ing,  in  an  age  of 
combats,  nothing  but  a  feigned  desire  to  combat.  Some- 
times, he  announced  his  departure  for  Kasauwith  his  armies, 
which  he  afterwards  left  to  others  the  task  of  conductine ; 
sometimes,  he  at  length  set  off  himself,  only  to  stop  on  the 
road  on  ^e  slightest  pret^,  not  blushing  to  let  nis  war- 
riors maich  without  hmi,  and  constantly  leeommending  to 
them  to  shnn  all  dedsrre  engagements. 

Yet  more  lemains  behind ;  in  1460,  after  assembling  all 
Bussia,  and  exhausting  all  the  resources  of  war,  w^hen  his 
army  was  marching  to  certain  triumph,  he  stopped  short ! 
To  so  many  armsy  all  fuUy  prepared,  the  vain  hope  of  some 
negotiations  made  him  prerer  haying  recourse  to  policy ;  but 
in£gnant  Bussia  rushed  forwurd  in  spite  of  its  prince :  the 
l^eneral,  who,  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  endeavoured  to  hold 
it  back,  was  left  alone.  Ivan  learned  that  the  Bussian  war* 
liors  had  chosen  another  leader,  and,  finally,  that,  maugre  his 
pusillanimity,  they  had  triumphed  over  the  inhabitants  of 
Kaflwn.  It  was  not  till  then,  not  till  the  fortunate  and  un« 
punished  daring  of  his  subjects  had  thcooughly  convinced 
him  of  the  weakness  of  KasEUO,  that  he  urged  against  it  all 
tiie  princes  engaged  in  his  service^  and  even  his  guard;  but 
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he  himself  contmued  at  Moscow,  stUl  seriouslT  alanned  by 

the  last  eonvulsions  of  the  feeble  enemy,  though,  to  give  the 
final  blow  to  that  enemy,  he  had  despatched  the  eoloBsal 

foroes  of  the  whole  of  Russia ! 

It  was  thus  that  he  attacked ;  how,  then,  did  he  defend 
himself  ?  How  did  it  happen  that  the  Golden  Horde,  which 
80  long  bore  sway,  was  thrice  repulsed,  and  at  length  irre- 
trievably destroyed?  What  were  the  combats  of  this  new 
Dmitri  Donskoi,  or,  at  least,  those  at  which  this  Louis  XIV. 
was  present  ?  What  was  the  Actium  of  this  Augustiis  ? 
How  vanquish  so  often,  without  a  victory  ?  History  does 
not  record  even  one.  On  the  first  invasion  of  Russia  by  the 
Horde,  he  hardly  dared  to  give  orders  for  his  own  defence ; 
Russia  was  saved  by  the  Tatars  of  the  Crimea  alone.  With 
respect  to  the  second  (1468),  he  relied  solely  upon  numhors, 
and  collected  forces  so  disproportionate  to  the  danirer,  that 
it  was  dissipated  by  the  mere  mniour  of  their  mareh.  "  In 
the  eyes  of  the  Khan,"  says  the  annalist,  "  our  army  moved 
and  shone  like  the  waves  of  a  majestic  sea  illumined  by 
the  rays  of  the  sun."  It  was  merely  by  this  display  that 
Ivan  contented  himself  with  a  second  time  vanquishing  his 
enemy,  whose  flight  was  not  even  disturbed  by  the  wary 
autocrat. 

On  the  third  invasion  by  the  Golden  Horde,  in  1480,  when 
he  had  subdued  the  most  dangerous  of  the  Russian  republics ; 
when  he  had  succeeded  in  raUying  his  brothers  to  the 
general  cause  ;  when  Tjithnania,  held  m  check  by  the  Khan 
of  the  Crimea,  was  suiUciently  occupied  in  providing  for  its 
own  Bafety ;  in  short,  when  all  Russia,  ardent  and  in  arm?, 
advanced  proudly  as  far  as  the  Oka  to  meet  the  Tatars,  lie 
alone  was  discouraged ! — he  deemed  himself  conquered !  He 
alarmed  the  capital  by  the  ilight  of  the  czaritza,  whom  he 
sent  to  find  an  asylum  in  a  remote  part  of  the  north.  He 
stopped  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  deserted  his  army, 
and  retired  to  the  distant  Moscow  to  hide  his  terrors ;  he 
even  recalled  his  son  to  that  city.  At  the  moment  when 
all  might  be  lost,  he  seemed  resolved  to  risk  nothing  that  was 
connected  with  his  person. 

But  the  priests,  the  people,  even  that  son,  were  indignant, 
and  broke  forth  into  mxirmurs :  "  Wliy  had  he  overburdened 
them  with  taxes,  without  payingthe  Khan  his  tribute  ?  And 
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when  he  had  brought  the  enemy  mto  the  heart  of  the  country, 
why  did  he  refuse  to  fight  for  it  ?"  He  convoked  the  bishops 
and  boyars,  for  the  purpose,  as  he  said,  of  askin^:  tlicir  advice ; 
but  they  replied.*  "  Does  it  become  mortals  to  dread  death! 
It  is  in  vaiu  to  tly  from  fear :  march  boldly  against  the  enemy  ; 
sucli  is  our  advice  !"  His  son,  far  from  obeying  hnn,  declared 
"  that  he  would  un^ihrinkingly  wait  the  coming  of  the  Tatars ; 
that  he  ^vould  ratber  die  at  lus  pcxsrt  than,  follow  the  example 
of  his  father.*' 

Thus  driven  back  towards  his  army  by  the  general  chnnour, 
the  pusillanimous  autocrat  returned  to  his  troops  to  cool  the 
ardour  which  f]^lowed  in  then-  bnat^ts  ;  the  fear  which  pos- 
sessed a  single  individual  fettered  the  courage  of  all.  ^loscow 
learned  that  its  sovereign,  trembling  behind  a  river  (tlie 
Lugra),  which  divided  him  from  the  danger,  was  chaffering 
for  a  remnant  of  disgrace,  that  he  was  negotiating  his  own 
dishonour!  Perhaps  he  was  about  to  degrade  hunself  and 
S.U8sia  so  ilagrantly  as  to  kiss  the  stimip  of  the  Mongol ! 
Then  it  was  that  the  primate  addressed  him  :  "  Moved  by  our 
tears,  you  set  out  once  more  to  combat  the  enemy  of  the 
Christians,  and  now  you  uii])lore  peace  from  that  infidel  who 
scorns  your  prayer!  Ah,  prmee,  w  what  counsels  have  you 
lent  your  ear  ?  Is  it  not,  to  throw  away  your  shield,  and 
shamefully  take  ilight?  Prom  what  a  height  of  grandeur 
are  you  not  descending  !  Would  you  j^'ve  up  Busaia  to  fire 
and  sword,  and  the  churches  to  plunder?  And  whither 
would  you  fly  ?  Can  you  soar  like  the  eagle  ?  Will  you  iix 
your  nest  amidst  the  stars  ?  The  Lord  will  cast  you  down 
even  from  that  asylum!  No  I  you  will  not  desert  us;  you 
Nvill  blush  at  the  name  of  fugitive^  and  traitor  to  your 
country!" 

But  neither  these  animating  exhortations,  nor  the  fresh 
reinturcementfi  which  thronged  from  all  quarters,  nor  the 

insulated  situation  of  his  enemy,  whoiu  the  Lithuanian  prince 
could  not  second,  nothing,  in  short,  had  power  to  move  that 
most  personal  of  all  feelings,  autocratic  selfishness!  Dis- 
armed of  his  Machiavellian  poUcy,  in  which  his  genius  entirely 
consisted;  in  the  inid.st  ul"  two  hundred  thousand  warriors, 
Ivan  believed  himself  powerless ;  without  a  blow  struck,  he 

*  B7  the  mouth  oi  Vaaeuoi,  Arnhbinhop  o£  BoetoL  8ee  K»ramMii| 

voL  vi.  p.  iS^. 
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imagined  himself  desliiute  of  resource  ;  and  when  the  ice  of 
a  premature  winter  had  obliterated  the  river  which  served  as 
a  barrier  bet\\  een  the  two  armies,  he  was  seized  with  con- 
f^ternation,  determined  to  fall  back,  and  could  not  even  retreat 
but  with  a  disorderly  flight ! 

Now  at  length,  it  may  be  supposed,  we  shall  behold  a 
tjTant  stripped  of  all  his  delusive  qualities,  reduced  to  his 
instrinaic  value,  and  consigned  in  this  shameful  nudity  to 
the  conteiupt  of  his  people,  whom  he  deserted.  Not  so. 
However  low  he  might  have  fallen,  the  immense  interval 
which  sepLirated  him  from  the  people,  and  even  from  his 
nobles,  was  not  yet  traversed:  the  demigod  had  not  yet 
touched  the  earth :  in  him  was  still  respected  his  whole 
ancestral  line,  and  such  vast  innate  authority!  What  Mus- 
covite could  dare  to  conceive  the  possibility  of  dispensing 
with  this  son  of  Eurik,  this  descendant  of  St.  Vladimir  ? 
Dastardly  as  was  the  soul  of  this  prince,  it  seemed  to  be  the 
only  one  by  w  hich  Hussia  conld  be  animated :  it  might  be 
supposed  to  be  the  exclusive  condition  of  the  national  exist- 
ence, and  that  this  immense  body  could  not  resign  it  without 
suicide. 

Such  a  degree  of  servility  seems  wonderful ;  and  yet?  we 
bhall  see  it  increased !  This  strong,  this  rooted  faith,  was 
rewarded  by  a  miracle  !  At  the  very  moment  when  Russia, 
in  dismay,  believed  that  she  had  again  fallen,  and  for  ever, 
into  the  chains  of  the  Tatars,  she  learned,  all  at  once,  that  a 
fiiinilar  terror  had  scattered  the  army  of  her  ferocious  domi- 
nators  ;  that,  during  the  premeditated  inaction  of  Ixiui^  his 
lieutcimat  of  Svenigorod,  and  his  allies,  were  on  the  march ; 
that  one  of  those  allies,  tlie  Khan  of  the  Crimea,  united  to 
that  voyevode,  had,  by  attacking  the  Golden  Horde  in  i^s 
capital,  compelled  the  menacing  army  to  bend  its  course 
homeward;  while  the  others,  a  hetman  of  the  Cossacks,  and 
the  murza  of  the  Nogays,  stationed  on  the  route  taken  by 
the  Mongolfly  had  surprised  them  din^g  their  disorderly 
rebngcade  lurch,  and  had  totally  destroyed  them. 

The  mystery  was  now  dispelled !  Ivan  had  prepared  cviry- 
tidngy  had  fofeaeen  everything.  Eegarded  by  his  people  aa 
a  siecoiid  Providence,  his  puaiSanimity  was  now  looked  upon 
aswiadcoa;  hia  cowardice  as  prudence;  his  flight  as  skilL 
He  had  wished  to  Biake  hia  enemies  their  own  deatrojen; 
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without  risking,  litke  Dmitri  Donskoi,  tlie  fate  of  Eussia  on  a 
battle,  he  had  by  a  diversion,  in  Rpite  of  lu  rself  and  for  ever, 
delivered  her  from  the  Asiatic  yoke  ;  the  lioiir,  the  place,  all 
had  been  prescribed.  Placed,  like  the  Divinity,  out  of  tlie 
sphere  of  those  whom  ho  protected,  he  had  contemned  even 
their  contempt,  and,  unmoved  by  the  clamour  of  his  subjects, 
had  waited  tlie  appointed  hour ! 

Thus  it  was  that  time,  fortune,  and  Menghli-Grhirei  en- 
sured the  triumph  of  Ivan  over  his  first  advefsaxies;  but  hift 
good  fortune  did  not  intoxicate  him.  Having  attained  his 
purpose,  he  despised  not  the  means  by  which  he  had  attained 
it.  Thoun^h,  with  the  authority  of  a  master,  he  gave  sove- 
reigns to  Kasan,  he  chose  them  from  the  family  of  the  Khan 
of  the  Crimea,  his  faithful  ally.  His  court  and  his  states 
were  peopled  with  refugee  or  converted  Tatar  princes.  His 
attitude,  however,  was  materially  changed.  The  Turks  of 
Caffa  had  plundered  some  Russian  merchants.  In  the  pusii- 
laiiiuious  (jrrand-Prince  of  1480,  who  could  recognise  the 
Czar  of  1492,  writing  in  the  following  terms  to  Sultan 
Bajazet  ? — "  Whence  arise  these  acts  of  violence  ?  Are  you 
aware  of  them,  or  are  3'ou  not  ?  One  word  more :  Mahomet, 
your  father,  was  a  great  prince ;  he  designed  to  send  ambas- 
sadors to  compliiiiciiu  mc;  God  opposed  the  execution  of 
this  project.  Why  should  we  not  now  see  the  accomplish- 
ment of  it  ?"  Tliis  same  Ivan,  who  wa?^  lately  so  terrified  in 
the  presence  of  the  Tatar,  expressly  recommended  to  his 
ambassador  at  Constantinople,  in  1 198,  "  to  be  careful  not 
to  do  anything  to  compromise  the  dignity  of  bis  master;  to 
compliment  the  Sultan  standing,  and  not  on  his  knees ;  to 
address  his  speech  only  to  that  soyereicn  himaelfy  and  to 
yield  precedence  to  no  other  ambassador. 

It  IS  true  that,  at  the  period  in  qnestioDi  iTaa  had  irU 
nmphantly  terminated  anonier  contest.  NoYira^  the  Greats 
Fskof,  and  Yial^  bad  been  subjugated.  During  the  first 
seven  years  of  his  reign,  and  of  liis  *war  against  Easauy 
pestilence  and  &nune,  the  fit  allies  of  tyranny,  had  enfeebled 
those  EasBian  republics;  and  the  drm  of  the  end  of  the 
world,  which  was  predicted  to  happen  at  that  time,*  had,  by 

*  In  1465,  according  to  the  Greek  chroDology,  the  seventh  thousand 
years  was  completed,  aud  that  was  believed  to  be  the  epoch  of  the  ead 
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teubg  ham  earth  tiie  pUBskms  of  lyaa'i  aobjects,  afforded  a 
note  me  and  seeure  seqpe  to  his  own. 

13ie  macteiJi  Ykika  had,  howeyer,  dedaied  iiwilf  nmifcral 
hetwe^  Eianm  and  HCoscow,  and  tine  psinea  had  diaaemhled 
his'  aBff^y  fiv  19foTgorod  had  alao  shown  itaelf  rehellioiia :  the 
621  of&iuaD  had  aiarmed  tliat  grea^t  republic^  and  ahreai^  it 
hadezdaimedtotte  PskoTiana/'  Taikeaniia!  masehwithua 
to  deatzoj  the  despotic  power  of  ICoaeow  It  was  naees- 
sair^,  tiieflre£oxe,  to  negUct  Vidika,  to  sam  Fskof  and  ita  twd.ye 
dtiea^  and  to  eombine  all  against  fTovgorod.  That  having 
once  Mien,  aU  the  zest  would  follow. 

Nor^casidfTtiil^msSlj  than  a  subject  of  Moscow,  xeigned 
over  aU  the  north  of  Biiasi%  whose  ezdusire  commeioe  it 
possessed,  and  which  it  had  to  protect  against  the  Swedes^ 
the  Idvonian  hnightS)  and  lithnaauL  Bvi,  sinee  the  time  of 
Ivan  Ealiia»  immmed  in  luxury,  it  had  ofitensr  Tanaomed 
than  deifonded  its  frontiers  and  its  lihertiea*  Of  the  Utter, 
soaoe  had  abeady  alipped  from  its  grasp ;  hut,  in  1471|  em- 
hddened  by  the  presiuned  pusillanimity  of  the  Ghcand*Brince^ 
it  determined  to  resume  thmn«  It  was  stimulated  to  this  step 
by  Maria,  the  rich  and  powoful  widow  of  a  Poaadnick,  who 
is  said  to  haye  been  enamooied  dt  a  Lithuanian.  The  idea 
pleased  her  of  bestowing  hex  country  on  that  of  her  1ot». 
she  woB  an  amb^ow  woman ;  and  in  the  ambitioa  of  females, 
the  passions  are  almost  always  exerted  to  the  advantage  of  a 
man.  She  opened  her  palace,  and  lavished  her  treasures  on 
the  citizens  €i  NoTgorod.  They  drove  out  the  officers  of  the 
Grrand-Frince,  and  seized  on  his  domains;  and,  when  the 
aurrender  of  Kaaan  allowed  Ivan  to  return  towards  Novgo- 
rod and  make  his  threatening  Toioe  heard  there,  they  broke 
out  into  revolt,  and  gave  themaelves^  by  m  treaty,  to  Casimir 
prince  of  Lithuania. 

Here,  amidst  his  other  affairs  with  the  Tatars,  Sweden, 
LiTonia^  Pl^of,  and  the  piinees^  his  kinsfolk,  it  is  curious  to 
observe  the  politic  system  puzaned  by  Ivan  against  this 
formidable  republic.  Let  as  eq^ecially  notice  his  equally 
firm  and  flexible  determination ;  enthusiastic  in  its  purpose^ 
yet  at  the  same  time  cool  and  perseYcring  in  its  means; 
ametimes  resetting  to  humility  and  MaohiavelIism,aametimea 

to  pwiiA  ana  tflfww^  Inii:  ^Ifl^  ^  pfli:y^y|^^l^iliM>fa^  onA  ^atuw 
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rosifcy.  These  considerations,  coupled  with  tbe  faults  of  his 
antagonists,  and  the  imperious  circumstances  of  the  period, 
give  to  the  establishment  of  Ivan  the  Third's  tyranny  a 
semblance  of  moderation  and  even  of  public  utility. 

Making  allies  of  all  that  came  in  his  way,  he  succeeded  in 
arming  against  the  ultra-democracy  of  Novgorod  the  prid^' 
of  the  nobles ;  against  its  excessive  opulence,  the  greediness 
of  the  princes  who  were  still  possessed  of  appanages  ;  against 
its  treason  and  apostacy,  the  fanaticisia  of  the  people  \  and 
iN'oYgorod,  attacked  at  once  by  three  anxues,  which  were  fol- 
lowed by  swarms  of  plunderers,  resisted  obstinatelj  within, 
faint-heartedly  without,  and  was  finallj  oyerpoweied. 

Ivan  affected  a  moderation  which  he  considered  to  be  stiQ 
indispensable*  Being  not  yet  sufficientK^  secured  against  his 
ambitious  relatires  to  allow  of  his  seizmg  on  so  rich  a  mey 
without  giving  them  a  share  of  it,  he  seemed  to  content  him- 
self with  a  ransom  and  the  restitution  of  some  domains :  but 
he  ruined  KoVj^orod  by  devastation  and  plunder;  and,  luthe 
act  of  submission  of  that  republic/  the  obscurihr  of  some 
ambiguous  words  reserved  to  nim  the  authorilr  of  l^iislator 
and  of  supreme  judffe.  This  was  the  side  bj  which  he  seized 
the  prey,  and  by  ^ich  he  ^dually  drew  it  towards  him, 
that  he  might  at  length  whdu^  devour  it. 

At  the  outset,  he  availed  himself  of  the  stupe&ction  pro- 
duced by  this  first  blew,  and  of  an  insult  <mered  by  the 
Permians,  to  deprive  the  great  city  of  those  tributaries. 
Thenceforth  Moscow  was  enriched  by  the  commerce  of  that 
people  with  Qermany,  which  had  been  formerly  so  much 
covetod  by  Ivan  Kalita.  Then,  on  receiving  intelligence  of 
an  aggression  of  the  Livonian  Im^hts,  and  under  pretence  of 
affording  succour  to  the  great  city,  and  to  Pskof,  he  de- 
spatohed  thither  his  ambassadors  and  troops,  to  fight  and 
neeotiato  in  his  name ;  to  render  him  present  everywhere ; 
and  thus  to  take  from  those  republics,  which  were  also  drained 
by  his  army,  the  right  of  making  peace  and  war. 
At  the  same  time,  he  fomented  tne  dissensions  between  the 
rincipal  citizens  of  Novgorod  and  the  lower  class ;  and  when 
e  had  sncoeeded  in  having  all  complaints  addressed  to  him- 
self, he  went  among  them,  to  impoverish  the  rich  by  thd 
presents  and  magnmcent  rec^ions  which  his  presence  re^ 
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quired,  to  dazzle  the  people  by  the  new  splendour  of  his 
Oriental  court,  aud  to  seduce  them  by  the  partiality  of  iiia 
justice. 

Then  it  was  that  he  sent  to  Moscow,  loaded  with  chains, 
the  nobles  of  ^^ovgorod  who  had  formerly  been  his  enemies. 
He  had  procured  their  denunciation  by  the  people,  whose 
blind  jealousy  exulted  to  see  violated,  in  the  persons  of  these 
eminent  men,  the  ancient  law  of  the  republic,  "that  none  of 
its  citizens  should  ever  be  tried  or  punished  out  of  the  limits 
of  its  own  territory."  Thus  it  was  that,  craftily  minc^hnj^ 
stratagem  with  force,  and  justice  with  violence,  Ivau  dis- 
united all  his  adversaries,  made  himself  judge  in  all  causes, 
and  eained  the  hearts  of  all  the  multitude,  the  transports  of 
vrhich  lb] lowed  him  even  to  Moscow. 

These  republicans  seemed  thenceforward  desirous  of  apipeal- 
ing  to  no  other  dispenser  of  justice  than  the  Grand- Prince : 
their  complaints  were  carried  to  the  foot  of  his  throne ;  and 
he,  the  better  able  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity, 
because  it  was  of  his  own  making,  immediately  sumTnonod 
all  these  imprudent  men  to  appear  before  his  tribunal. 

Never,"  say  the  annalists — "  never,  since  Ivurik,  had  such 
an  event  liappcned ;  never  had  the  Grand-Princes  of  Kief 
aud  Vladimir  seen  the  IVovgorodians  come  and  submit  to 
them  as  their  judges.  Ivan  alone  could  xedkice  jN^ovgorod  to 
that  degree  of  humiliation." 

But  the  autocrat  had  succeeded  in  clothing  all  these 
usm'pations  in  seductive  garbs.  In  all  his  encroachments  ho 
seemed  to  be  entirely  above  personal  hatred.  Marfa  her- 
self was  not  molested ;  his  grudge  was  not  against  persons, 
for  their  existence  is  transitory,  and  their  cries  might  excite 
emotion,  or  betray  his  course ;  it  was  against  thuigs,  for  they 
are  more  durable,  are  silent ;  and,  besides,  include  or  com- 
mand persons.  Making  good  subservient  to  evil,  he  em- 
ployed seven  years  in  weaning  these  republicans  from  their 
cuatoms,  by  the  generous  moderation  and  equity  of  his 
eenteincea ;  and  when,  by  this  slow,  gradual,  and  almost  im- 
peroept3>le  progression,  he  thought  that  lie  had  led  these 
blinded  men  &r  enough  astiay  from  ^tum  aneient  usages, 
and  bad  made  them  foiget  their  ancient  liberties,  then,  on 
ev€xy  tiioughtlesa  moTement  to  wbkb  be  bad  gtresi  rmo,  and 
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oaeveijia^pnidbmhaiiBdezdtedylie  gronndfld  a  daim  of 
light. 

At  length,  the  name  of  aoverei^  which  was  given  to  him 
daaog  an  audience,  b j  tha  inamriMlce  or  tnaaon  of  an 
mioT  of  tiie  sepoUio*  anffioed  to  maika  hsm  inatanthr  claim 
an  tbezij^iikB  or  an  alMulnte  maate,  which  enatom  l&ea  at- 
tadhad  to  tibat  tiMe.^  He  leqpized,  tiienfoiey  that  the 
lepnUie  ahonld  tike  aa  oaAh  to  hun  aa  iia  legislator  and  ita 
judge:  thafe  it  ahonld  ieeei?e  Ida  boyan.  with  all  tiicar  arbi- 
traiy  v«»tioDB,  encroachmeatB,  and  rninouB  oi^^TWasmB; 
tiiat  it  should  yidd  to  thoia  the  reyered  palace  of  Taioala^ 
the  sacred  temple  of  Novgorodian  liberty;  their  finvm, 
where,  for  more  than  five  centuries,  their  pubhc  aasemldiea 
bad  been  held ;  and,  lastly,  that  each  citizen  should  abdicate 
his  share  of  tha  aofaekatj  fiir  tiie  benefit  of  a  aingde  indi- 
viduaL 

Thia  andden  eoploeion  of  tyranny  was  responded  to  by  a 
counter  CKploaion  of  indignation  and  independence.  The 
veil  dropped  &om  the  eyes  of  i^oygofod;  the  cherished  yoice 
of  iia  lioertyv  ifca  vatakom  kohkolf  or  great  bell,  uttered  a  last 
peal  of  alarm }  it  aonmioned  the  citizens  to  that  forum  from 
which  then  waa  now  an  intenMon  of  eq^Uing  them  for  eyer. 
Koygorod  aaroae  with  one  ncooxd^  and  CTahJiined,  "  Jyan  is, 
in  fiiuet,  our  lord,  but  ha  ahall  never  be  our  sovereign;  the 
tribunal  of  his  depatiea  may  sit  at  Goroditch,  but  never  at 
NoTgoiod ;  Novgorod  is,  and  dwsya  shallbe,  ita  own  judge." 
Then,  in  their  transpoiis  of  rage,  these  unfOTtunate  men 
cowideted  the  of  the  nobles,  bv  the  massacre  of 

aevnal  of  them,  whom  they  believed  to  be  accomplices  of 
tynmnr.  Their  imprudent  envoy,  \yliom  they  loudly  dis- 
avowed^ was  compelled  to  appear  before  them ;  they  tried, 
clamorously  condemned,  and  tore  him  into  a  thousand  pieces; 
and  a  second  time  they  gave  themselvea  up  to  TJthnanift^ 
whose  prince  they  invoked  to  their  aid. 

When  the  perfectly  foreseen  intelligence  of  this  righteous 
insurrection  reached  the  ears  of  the  crafty  despot,  lie  feigned 
a  painful  surprise;  he  uttered  groans:  if  ho  were  to  be 
believed,  it  waa  lie,  this  impostor,  who  had  been  treacherously 

*  The  envoy  aJdwasid  Ivan  by  the  tills  «f  Gosudar,  Ikge  Uad, 
*Ttf*ii*  nf  QnjfHtiWi  BiSitiii|  wMiA  had  t?MP  wml  imtii  thw*? 
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deceived.  He  accused  the  invaded  of  having  spread  a  snare 
for  the  invader;  "it  was  thoy  who  soucrht  liim  for  their 
sovereign;  and  when,  yielding  to  their  v/ishes,  he  had  aa- 
eumed  that  title,  tliey  disayowed  him ;  they  liad  the  inipu- 
dence  to  give  him  tlie  lie  formall}-  in  the  face  of  all  Kussia; 
they  had  dared  to  shed  the  blood  of  their  compatriots  "who 
remained  faithful,  and  to  betray  Heaven  and  the  holy  land  of 
the  Enssians,  by  4^llj"g  into  its  limits  &  foreign  religion  and 
domination." 

The  tyrant  addressed  these  hypocritical  complaints  to  his 
priests,  to  his  nobles,  to  bis  people;  to  all  the  powers  of 
heaven  and  (\irth,  which  he  was  arraying  iigamsfc  these  hap- 
less republicans.  Pskof  and  Tyer  alone  appear  to  have 
hesitated ;  but,  under  the  form  of  a  contingent,  he  swept 
awav  the  whole  of  their  militarv  resources:  for  he  never 
undertook  more  than  one  thing  at  a  time,  and,  with  friends 
as  with  foes,  he  had  the  art  of  combining  the  ed^Torts  of  ail 
against  a  single  opponent. 

Surrounded  by  so  many  enemies,  Novgorod  was  terrified, 
and  endeavoured  to  obtain  conditions.  "I  tvtU  reign  at 
Noygorod  as  I  do  at  Moscow,"  at  length  exclaimed  the 
despot :  "  I  must  have  domains  on  your  territory;  yon  must 
give  up  your  Posadnick,  and  the  beli  which  summons  you  to 
the  national  council  V*  Yet,  always  fraudulent,  he,  in  the 
same  breath,  promised  to  respect  a  liberty  which  he  depnved 
of  eyery  means  of  defence. 

On  hearing  this  terrible  declaration,  the  unfortunate 
citizens  were  thrown  into  the  most  violent  agitation.  Seve- 
ral times  did  they  furiously  seize  their  arms,  and  as  often  did 
they  sink  again  into  lielplesa  despondency.  Meanwhile, 
they  were  closely  watcliea  by  the  crafty  autocrat.  For  a 
w  hole  inunth,  though  the  sword  was  in  his  Imnd,  he  remained 
immovable  ;  for  he  did  not  amuse  himself  with  L;lory.  His 
jatient  strength  knew  how  to  wait;  he  had  collected  sucli 
abundance  of  warlike  means  only  to  avoid  war:  and  all  this 
innumerable  army  of  combatants  only  to  prevent  a  combat. 
It  was  by  consternation  that  he  was  desirous  to  v  anquish  ; 
and,  contracting  by  degrees  the  circle  of  fire  and  sword, 
wfaicb  he  had  drawn  round  the  republic,  he  overbore  and 
terrified  it  by  his  formidable  presence.    His  ail-powerful 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


118 


iilSlOiiY  0£  RUSSIA 


[CH.  XT. 


arm,  though  so  long  raised,  did  Bot  suftor  fatiguo  ;  its  weight 
sank  but  gradually  on  these  unha])py  beings  ;  and,  by  tlio 
infallible  effect  of  this  slow  and  inevitable  comprcdsion,  with- 
out striking  a  blow,  it  at  length  compelled  their  despair  to 
give  place  to  resignation. 

The  system  of  circumspection  thus  displayed  in  the  contest 
WBB  equally  pursued  after  the  victory ;  the  melancholy  recol- 
leddon  of  v^hich  was  not  stained  with  blood.  Mam  and 
seven  of  the  principal  Novgorodians  were  the  only  persons 
who  were  sent  prisoners  to  Moscow,  and  had  their  property 
confiscated ;  but,  on  the  15th  of  January,  1478,  the  national 
assemblies  ceased,  and  the  citiaens  took  the  oath  of  slsveiy. 
On  the  18th  the  boyars  entered  Tolimtanly  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  victor ;  and  the  possessions  of  the  clergy,  united 
to  the  domain  of  l^e  prince,  served  to  endow  the  ^ree  hun- 
dred thousand  bojar^ioUowexs,  the  immediate  vassals  of  his 
own  creation,  by  whom  the  autocnu^  of  Moscow  over  all  the 
rest  was  to  be  permanentij  secured.  He  exacted  the  sur* 
render  of  a  ^eat  part  of  the  territories  belonging  to  the  city, 
and  be  is  said  to  nave  conveyed  to  Moscow  three  hundred 
cart>load8  of  gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones,  besides  a  vast 
quantity  of  fura,  doths,  and  other  valuables. 

In  the  following  years  the  plan  vros  followed  up ;  the  fate 
of  the  Bussian  republics  wbb  sealed  (1479).  Yiatka^  a  Nov* 
gorodian  colony,  which  was  animated  by  the  same  spirit,  was 
subjugated  vrith  the  same  precautions.  The  Ghvnd-l^ince 
bad  appeared  inattentive  to  its  rebelHons — ^insensible  to  its 
insults,  as  long  as  Kasan  and  Novf;orod  resisted ;  but  when 
those  states  were  reduced  to  submission  he  burst  forth,  and 
it  was  by  another  display  of  irresistible  force  that,  without  a 
combat,  he  annihilated  this  republic  also.  The  blood  of  three 
guilty  persons  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  his  long-concentrated 
irritation ;  but  he  left  there  nothing  but  slaves. 

The  colony  being  destroyed,  he  returned  to  repeat  hia 
blows  on  the  parent  city.  From  1479  to  1528,  at  each  con- 
vulsion of  the  protracted  agony  of  the  great  but  now  expiring 
Novgorod,  the  yoke  increased  in  weight ;  till,  exhausted  of 
its  republican  population,  which  was  wholly  transplanted  to 
the  Blavish  soil  of  Moscow,  it  was  re-peopled  by  Muscovites. 

The  restless  and  capricious  ultra-aemocracy  of  Novgorod 
formed  a  state  witUn  a  state;  its  ezist^ce  waa  no  less  in« 
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compatible  than  that  of  the  appanages  with  the  existence  of 
the  Grand-Prince.  Political  necessity,  therefore,  uu  polled 
Ivan  to  this  great  encroachment.  As  to  the  pretext,  whether 
Marfa  was  excited  by  ambition,  patriotism,  or  love,  to  seek, 
in  a  foreign  prince,  a  protector  less  dangerous  than  the  iso\  e- 
reigh  of  Moscow,  her  motive  is  of  little  consequence;  tlie 
Machiavellism  of  Ivan,  in  tirst  fraudulently  pilfering,  and 
then  violently  seizing  upon,  all  the  liberties  of  the  republic, 
did  but  too  well  juiitify  tlio  efforts  of  that  celebrated  woman. 

It  13  a  remarkable  circuMistanec,  lh:il:  tliu  most  fatal  blow 
which  Ivan  gave  to  Kovgorod  was  au  involuntary  one.  Till 
1192,  that  commercial  mart  had  been  singularly  populous, 
rich,  and  powerful ;  and  it  is  truly  worthy  of  attention  that, 
notwithstanding  its  barbarism,  and  so  many  foreign  wars  and 
internal  dissensions,  the  fruits  of  its  popular  government, 
still  the  commercial  prosperity  of  that  capricious  city  con- 
tinued to  increase:  so  much,  even  in  its  most  disorderly 
forao,  is  liberty  favourable  to  commerce.  It  would  seem  as 
if,  amidst  all  their  excesses,  a  free  people  preserfei  in  tbis 
respectytbe  instinct  of  tbeir  true  mtcrest;  while  absolute 
power,  in  soeh  cases,  is  perpetually  Ming  into  erron. 

Ab  long  as  NoY^roa  was  free,  the  Hanseatic  cities,  not- 
withstanding her  frequent  intes^ne  commotiQna,  continued 
to  traffic  therewith  a  confidence  which  was  never  misplaced ; 
but,  in  the  earlv  days  of  ber  servitude,  a  burst  of  aespotic 
anger  destroyea  the  source  of  her  prosperity,  lyan  i&e  Tnird, 
so  skilful  in  ^tending  and  securing  his  power,  conunitted  a 
fault  which,  during  seven  centuries,  the  popular  assemblies 
of  the  mad  and  inconstant  republic  had  never  committed. 
Having  been  insulted  by  a  Hanseatic  city,  he  ordered  to  be 
put  in  chains,  at  Novgorod,  all  the  merchants  of  all  the  cities 
.of  that  union,  and  confiscated  the  whole  of  their  pn  l  erty. 
Prom  that  moment  confidence  was  no  more,  the  commerce  of 
the  North  took  another  route,  and  the  great  Novgorod, 
which,  for  many  centuries,  was  able  to  muster  a  force  of 
fortv  thousand  men,  and  which  is  said  to  have  been  peopled 
by  four  hundred  thousand  souls,  is  now  nothing  more  than 
au  insignificant  borough. 
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Ok  that  vast  field,  meanwhile,  from  wliich  every  other 
species  of  ambition  had  heeu  swept  awav,  the  Grand- Prince, 
:uni  the  princes  possessed  of  appanages  (feudalism  and  auto- 
crucj),  were  alone  left  standing,  and  now  couironled  each 
other ;  there  was  no  longer  any  intermediary  between  them, 
uothing  to  divert  their  attention  to  another  quarter :  accord- 
ingly, they  were  not  slow  to  come  into  hostile  colliaion. 

But  in  this  third  grand  contest  there  was  nothing  uuiure- 
seen ;  the  autocrat  bad  long  been  prepared  for  it ;  it  began 
in  his  heart  at  the  moment  of  his  accesr^ion.  The  enfran- 
chisement I'rom  the  Tatar  yoke  was,  liowevor,  more  pressing ; 
that  prelude  was  necessary,  and  the  enslaving  of  the  Hus- 
sian  republics  was  more  easy. 

Accordingly,  in  lliia  third  contest,  he  had  Litliorto  pro- 
ceeded w  ith  a  still  more  circumspect  tardiness  ;  for  here  the 
question  related  to  individuais  of  a  n;ilure  biinilar  to  his  own, 
and  always  less  easily  circumvented  than  large  bodies.  It 
was  for  this  reason  that,  during  twenty-three  years,  his 
Machiavellian  patience  recognised  the  rights  of  all  those 
princes,  and  even  their  independence;  all  that  he  could 
ventrure  to  do,  in  spite  of  their  complaints,  was  to  keep  hia 
conquests  without  giving  them  any  share,  and  to  letun  tbd 
inheritsnee  of  two  of  hk  farot^ien,  who  left  no  heini.  Wben, 
how0?er,  in  1480,  his  two  oUier  brotbera  leroUed,  and  with* 
drew  into  lithnania,  plundering  eveiTthing  in  their  way ; 
as  he  had  not  yet  finished  with  the  Hcode  and  the  re- 
publics, be  hiuDDled  hims^  to  the  yetj  earth,  and  brought 
the  fugitiveB  back  by  the  most  abject  suppEcaiiosui^  and  the 
most  important  coneessions.  But  at  length,  in  1465,  Nov- 
gorod was  crushed,  the  Golden  Horde  was  destroyed,  the 
IdTomaa  knigbte  wm  TUoquislMd,  and  the  impotence  of 
lathuania  was  obvious.  The  time  was^  tberefore,  come  i 
and  as  everything  was  prepared  for  it,  the  attack  was  imme- 
diately commenced  on  the  prince  of  Tver. 

As  a  consequence  of  the  invariable  policy  of  the  Grand- 
Brinces,  Ivan  III.,  guided  by  Yassili,  his  father,  had  formally 
espoused,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  the  princess  of  Tver ;  at 
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eigid^D,  he  had  a  son  by  this  marriagey  who  ms  aftenvarda 
married  to  the  daughter  o£  Bto^en,  noapodar  of  Moldayia, 
and  by  that  aon  he  had  s  getaaimnL  Bnt,  in  1485,  havmg 
lost  his  fint  consort,  he  was  wedded  agam,  to  a  Grodc  prin- 
cess. His  Ban  died;*  the  ties  that  connected  Irm  with 
Tver  were  thus  broken,  and  since  then,  for  a  )<mf  pOfiodf  he 
had  held  that  first  and  last  riral  otf  Moscow,  m  a  maimer 
surrounded  and  best^jed  by  hki  conqaeets. 


by  tmifyiae^  the  pimce  of  Tver  with  his  ambition;  and, 
when  he  had  led  him  to  call  LithDSiiia  to  his  assistance,  he 

raised  the  cry  of  treason;  he  armed,  aokI  dismayed  his  Tictim 
by  the  formidable  aspect  of  all  his  irritated  power.  His 
feigned  moderation  was  to  be  propitiated  ooij  by  conces- 
sions, which  depmed  his  feeble  adressaxy  of  erery  means  of 
resisting  him  m  ^rtaie.  Then,  avoiding  the  ostentatious 
show  of  dangerous  power,  which  he  had  learned  to  render 
useless,  it  was  by  an  underhimd  war,  by  concealed  yiolenceg, 
that  he  achieved  this  conquest ;  he  stiired  up  a  host  of  dis- 
jHites  between  the  Muscovites  and  the  Tverians,  and  mani- 
fested such  partiality  against  the  latter,  that  they  abandoned 
so  wearisome  a  cause  in  disgust.  All  came  and  ranged 
themselves  under  the  protection  of  Mo3Co\v ;  hile  their 
prince,  driven  to  despair,  had  no  asylum  left  but  Lithuania^ 
where  he  died  witViont  posterity. 

Tver  being  united  with  Moscow,  all  speedily  throiij^ed  to 
that  centre  of  attraction.  The  period  of  circumspect  ma- 
nagement was  pfone  hr :  Ivan  strode  rapidly  onward  to  his 
object:  ho  spoke,  and  the  sovereii^ns  of  Rostof  and  Yaroslaf 
dared  not  be  anything  more  than  governora  of  those  princi- 
palities. A  burst  of  his  anger  sufficed  to  strike  such  terror 
into  the  jiriiice  of  Vereia,  that  he  fled  into  Lithuania,  and 
the  autocrat  punished  his  iear  and  his  ^ht  by  compeliing 

*  In  1490.  iiis  malady  lK.\[;an  witli  shooting  pains  in  the  legs. 
Mifltr  Leo,  a  Jew  physician,  imderlook  tiiu  cure,  pledgixig  his  head 
for  its  sicoen.  Six  weeks  after  the  prinoe'e  death  Ivao  bad  Abe  un- 
lucky physician  publicly  execated*  .Anotiier  physician  named  An- 
thony,  a  German,  suffered  tlio  same  penalty  in  1425,  for  having  by 
Tiolent  remedies  j\ccelerate(l  tlio  death  of  a  Tatar  prince.  Ho  was 
gir^  up  to  the  relations  oi  the  deceased,  and  butchered  by  them. 
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the  dying  father  of  the  fugiti?e  to  disinherit  him  of  severtd 
dties^  which  Ivan  appropriated  to  himself. 

Two  brothers  of  the  deBpot,  however,  still  Ured;  but  one 
of  them,  struck  with  dismay,  submitted,  and  very  soon  his 
appanage  was  reunited  by  will  to  the  Granid-FnncipaUty ; 
the  other,  though  of  a  more  stirring  nature,  was  unsus^icioiis ; 
at  the  court  of  the  Grand-Prince  he  was  indulgmg  in  e^ 
sions  of  the  heart  which  he  imagined  to  be  rcciprom,  when, 
all  at  once,  he  was  arrested,  and  loaded  with  chainB,  under  the 
burden  of  which  he  expired,  with  no  other  revenge  than  the 
remorse  of  his  murderer ;  a  tardy  remorse,  which  a  synod  of 
bishops  stifled  by  an  iniquitous  and  cowardly  absolution. 

Now,  at  length,  the  feudal  hydra  was  vanouished ;  all  the 
princes  of  the  same  blood  as  Ivan,  whom,  on  iiis  accession  to 
the  throne,  lie  had  found  almost  as  much  sovereigns  as  him- 
self, were  either  expatriated,  or  dead,  or  so  completely  sub- 
dued that  they  aspired  to  no  otlier  honour  than  that  of  being 
the  most  officious  of  hi^^  servants.  They  were  beaten  down 
by  so  strong  a  hand,  that,  thenceforth,  confounded  with  the 
higher  chiss  of  nobility,  not  one  of  them  dared  so  much  as 
call  to  mind  their  common  origin  with  their  haughty  ruler. 

Thus  far,  Tatars,  ilugsian  republics,  princes  holding  ap- 
panages, everything,  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  had  given 
way  ;  but  tliid  triple  advantage  was  gained  by  Ivan  in  spite 
of  the  olhorts  of  Casimir  of  Poland,  the  constant  ally  of  all 
his  enemies.  ¥or  thirty  years  this  fourth  contest  was  only 
a  war  of  diplomacy  and  kidnapping,  in  ^vhich  each  monarch, 
enticing  to  himself  the  malcontent  siiljjects  of  his  adversary, 
and  becoming  the  underhand  protector  of  their  revolts,  at- 
tacked his  enemy  only  indirectly,  and,  as  we  may  say,  by  diut 
of  allies. 

For  Casimir,  his  allies  were  sometimes  the  Livonian 
knights,  sometimes  the  Golden  Horde,  and  perpetually  the 
Bussian  petty  princes  and  republics,  whom  he  excited  against 
the  Muscovite  sovereign,  but  whose  existence  he  compro- 
mised and  destroyed,  by  abandoning  them  to  their  own 
strength  in  tlie  moment  of  danger.  On  the  part  of  the  far 
mure  able  Russian  prince,  they  were  the  celebrated  Stephen, 
first  hospodar  of  Moldavia,  whom  he  attached  to  himself  by 
marriage,  Matthiaa  Corvmus,  king  of  Hungary,  ^Maximilian 
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of  Austria,  and,  especially,  Men^lili-Ghirei,  the  Khan  of  the 
Crimea,  of  whom,  notwithstanding  his  own  many  proofs  of 
bad  faith,  he  succeeded  in  malting  so  faithful  an  ally. 

In  this  war  of  two  princes  embarrassed  by  enemies  whom 
they  stirred  up  against  each  other,  and  by  untractable  sub- 
jects, all  the  advantage  was  on  the  side  of  Ivan.  As  early  as 
about  1492,  the  petty  principalities  which  Vitovt  had  de- 
tached from  Hussia  had  already  been  successively  reunited 
to  it.  The  first  enticed  or  compelled  the  others,  without  the 
circmuBpect  Ivan  seeming  to  have  any  concern  iu  t/lns  feudal 
movement.  But,  about  this  epoch,  Casimir  died ;  he  was 
succeeded  by  the  weak  Alexander,  but  ouly  in  LitliiiaT^i;i ; 
that  duchy  separated  itself  from  Poland:  and  ijuwcr  i,va3 
there  more  widely  diffused,  wlnlo  at  Moscow  it  was  becoming 
centralised;  tho  insidious  autocrat  then  declared  himself. 
Here,  as  in  Ids  tliree  ])revi(ius  contests,  we  sue  tho  inomcut, 
so  long  prepared  beforehand,  in  which  success  had  become 
ahnost  inlaliiblc,  and  in  which  everything  superabounded  for 
the  explosion ;  he  therefore  marched  with  open  force,  but  in 
such  a  vast  proportion,  that  he  had  less  to  combat  than  to 
overwhelm. 

And,  notwithstanding  this,  he  did  not  yet  finish  ;  here,  as 
in  other  instances,  and  though  completely  armed,  he  paused 
before  the  semblance  of  a  battle.  If  he  profited  by  trie  im- 
inensity  of  bis  amuunents,  the  powerful  diversions  of  the 
Elhaa  of  the  Crimea,  the  simultaneous  aggression  of  the 
hospodar  of  Moldavia,  and  the  weakness  of  Alexander,  who 
was  deserted  by  his  brothers,  it  was  withont  daring  to  strike 
A  dedsife  blow :  he  preferred  to  expedb  everything  from  his 
«neiny,  to  ally  InmsetT  with  all  his  mnlts,^  and  to  lead  him, 
like  Novgorod,  and  like  Tver,  by  snccessive  concessions,  to 
be  this  instroment  of  his  own  destruction. 

KTiiih  this  view,  and  to  secure  himself  in  the  principalities 
which  he  had  surreptitionslj  reconquered,  he  accepted  as  his 
son-in-law  the  Lithuanian  prince,  that  very  Alexander  who 
had  recently  attempted  to  poison  him ;  hut  he  did  not  the 
less  continue  ti^  ally  of  tmit  prince's  enemies,  whom  he 
tsgcoited  to  agressions  upon  Lithuania,  while,  at  the  same 
time^  he  prombited  Alexander  from  resisting  them  otherwise 
•than  by  complaints.  The  princess,  his  daughter,  whom  he 
jeemed  to  have  given  to  Alexander  as  a  pledge  of  peace,  was 
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only  an  additional  enemj,  wifeom  he  Ind  MrtfoUy  introduced 
into  the  heart  of  his  adveiTBaKy's  states.  She  carried  tini^er 
the  Greek  religion,  which  was  that  of  all  the  Enssians  who 
were  still  uihjeot  to  Xithuania.   By  them  she  mm  looked  up 

to  as  their  arowed  protectreaB,  whilst  they  were  peraecuted 
hj  her  husband,  as  Be^ooa  a  Catholic  as  he  waa  a  con- 
temptible politician. 

Ivan  added  fuel  to  this  smouldering  fire ;  and  when  the 
conflagration  of  a  religious  war  at  length  hurat  forth,  claiming 
Heaven  as  his  ally,  and  gathering  coura^  from  the  cries  of 
his  fellow-religionists,  who  implored  his  aid,  he  at  last,  about 
1500,  ventured,  by  a  victory,  to  resume,  as  far  as  the  walls  of 
Kief  aiid  Smolensk,  a  part  of  the  conquests  which  were  made 
from  his  ancestors  by  Guedimin  and  Vitovt. 

Thus  was  all  accomplished  at  once,  almost  without  com- 
bats, and  by  the  smne  patient,  persevering  Machiavellism, 
advancbir^  slowly  and  ^^-adually,  and  not  putting  out  its 
strength  till  it  had  rendered  the  enemy  so  weak,  and  its  own 
power  so  strong,  that  the  mere  display  of  the  latt^  was 
sufficient  to  annihilate  all  opposition. 

We  behold  a  triple  revolution  of  men,  of  things,  and  of 
manners,  at  length  consummated.  But,  for  a  long  period, 
Ivan,  the  sole  (■cut!  e  of  this  sphere,  had  been  looked  upon  by 
the  Kussians  as  the  source  of  all  things.  But  having  so 
many  internal  enemies,  whence  did  he  derive  this  autocratic 
ascendancy  ?  By  Avhat  illusions  did  he  fascinate  such  nu- 
merous hostile  gazers  ?  How  happened  it,  that  all  power 
capable  of  resisting  ins  orders  was  thenceforth  to  appear  dis- 
order? Exposed  8in<i:ly  to  so  many  domestic  foes,  whom  ho 
curbed,  how  was  the  pusillanimous  Ivan  enabled  at  length  to 
overlook  them  from  such  an  elevation  that,  even  according  to 
their  own  avowal,  he  seemed  to  be  (heir  terrestrial  deity  ? 

A  last  glance  thrown  on  some  particular  details  of  this 
great  life  will  explain  to  us  the  phenomenon.  From  the  first 
years  of  his  reign,  what  a  long  series  of  efforts  concurred  to 
the  accomplishment  of  his  purpose  !  Stratagems,  intrigues, 
fallacious  promises,  even  an  oath  to  apostatise,  from  which 
he  was  released  by  the  head.s  of  Ins  religion;  nothing  was 
thought  too  much  that  could  iorward  his  designs.  He  was 
desirous  to  obtain  the  Pope's  assent,  that  Sophia,  the  last 
princess  of  the  Greek  imperial  family,  who,  being  dispossessed 
of  Byzantium  by  the  Turks,  had  taken  refuge  at  Rome,  should 


Digitized  by 


AJI.1600] 


ITAJr  in.  XHB  8BSAT. 


12S 


eame  to  adorn  liis  throne,  to  consolidate  it  mlAk  aU  her  ligbtB, 
and  to  enTirQii  it  with  all  her  Vacillations. 

Ckmatantinople  is,  in  the  eyea  of  the  BiUNdana,  the  aacied 
somoe  of  the  faith  which  they  profesa ;  its  emperors  long 
gave  to  them  their  primates ;  it  ia  thence  that  thej  derive 
their  mtten  diaraeters,*  their  yapoor  bsthSy  s  part  of  their 
mazmata  and  usages,  the  saints  to  whoae  images  th^  par  an 


had  been  brought  to  them,  m  a  former  age,  by  a  Greet 
prinoess;  it  was  she  who  had  made  their  Yladimir  that 
master  of  their  destiny  on  earth,  their  ho\j  protector  in 
heaven.  Now  that  Bjaantium  was  become  captive  to  the 
TuriUi  the  dexterous  Ivan  wished  that  a  aecond  Greek 
princess  should  come  to  render  Moaeow  the  heir  of  that 
Byzantium;  that  she  should  brmg,  as  her  dowry  to  its 
Gxand*£nnce,  the  two-headed  e^le,t  that  symbol  of  auto* 
cracy,  and  the  title  of  Caar,  which,  as  the  Bussians  tell  us, 
is  identical  with  that  of  supreme  aMfhority,!  He  wished  that 
she  should  introduce  into  his  palace  the  haughty  hierarchy 
of  the  snmptnoua  court  of  Oonstantine,  and  its  pompous 
ceremonies ;  in  a  word,  that  despotism  of  divine  right  by 
which  devotedness  to  the  prince  would  be  strengthened  and 
even  sanctified  in  Bussia.  This  theocratic  power,  together 
with  the  iron  yoke  which  Ivan  inherited  from  the  Tatars,  and 
the  entirely  military  constitution  which  was  soon  to  be  added 
by  a  great  man,  were  destined  to  complete  the  most  extra- 
ordinary concurrence  of  circumstances  that  ever  formed 
prinoes  to  despotism  and  nations  to  sLaverj. 

*  Their  mode  of  writing  dates  from  tbe  year  865:  it  came  6om 

Moravia.  The  Kussian  alphabet  was  then  inrcntcd  there,  by  a  philo- 
sopher named  Coastantine.  This  learned  man  ]iad  been  sent  from 
Byzautium  to  translate  the  Scriptures  into  the  language  of  the  country. 
Ill  tbe  tfane  of  Yladlmiry  aboat  981,  there  were  to  be  seen  at  IBQef  Sn* 
iCt^tioEiB  engraven  la  tins  character. 

f  TTnti!  after  the  marriage  of  Ivan  IIT.  with  Sophia  the  cognisance 
of  the  Grand-frinces  had  always  been  a  figure  of  St.  George  killing 
the  Dragon. 

X  This  title  ooeasionally  appears  even  earlier  in  Russian  history.  It 
is  not  a  comiption  of  the  word  Casary  as  many  have  supposed,  but  is 
an  old  Oriental  word  which  the  Russians  acqiured  through  the  Slavonic 
translation  of  the  Bible,  and  which  they  bestowed  at  first  on  the  Greek 
emperors,  and  afterwards  on  the  Tatar  Khans.  In  Persia  it  signifies 
throne,  supreme  authoritj,  and  we  find  it  in  tlid  termination  of  the 
names  of  the  kings  of  An^yria  iiid  Babylon,  radh  u  Pbalaisir,  Nabon* 
assay,  te^KawnMiii. 
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.Nor  was  this  all :  br  liis  union  with  that  imperial  sdon,  the 
sldlM  and  powerful  hand  of  Ivan  teems  to  have  tamed  hack 
the  &oe  of  iiis  empire  from  east  to  west.  He  brouglit  the 
weight  of  the  Buiasian  tluK>ne  into  the  balance  of  Emope. 
Biissia,  whidi,  during  nearly  three  centuries,  had  been  de- 
tached from  civilisation,  was  again  to  be  linked  with  it  by  the ' 
ties  of  policy,  and  bj  those  of  aits  and  sciences.  It  was  the 
Greeks,  expelled  frcon  Constantinople,  and  sheltered  in  Ital^, 
who  conveyed  those  arts  to  Moscow,  in  the  train  of  their 
sovereign.  fieust,  b^  a  8in|;u]ar  conformity  of  circumstances, 
those  weeks,  vanquished  in  their  turn  near  the  ancient  and 
Homeric  conquests  of  their  ancestors,  had  come  like  .Sneaa 
and  his  Trojans  of  old  to  dignify  Italy  also,  by  taking  refuge 
there  with  their  household  gods. 

This  was  the  reason  why  the  crafty  Ivan  seemed  willing  to 
saorifice  even  his  religion  to  obtain  this  high  alliance  &om 
the  Pope,  who  was  then  the  protector  of  tiie  Greek  princess. 
See  how  triiunphanti^  he  caused  to  be  conducted  through 
his  states  this  sovereign,  who  came  to  deify  his  power !  Hear 
the  langua£;e  of  his  nobles  and  his  priests:  ''God,*'  said 
they, "  sends  him  this  illttstrious  spouse,  an  aSa^  of  that  im- 
perial tree,  the  shadow  of  winch  was  formerly  spread  over 
all  orthodox  Christian  brothers.  Fortunate  alliance ;  which 
brings  to  mind  that  of  the  Great  Yladimir,  and  wMch  will 
make  another  Byzantium  of  Moscow,  and  give  to  its  Grand- 
Princes  all  the  rights  of  the  Gre^  emperors 

Thenceforth,  a  sumptuous  tram  was  requisite  to  the  new 
autocrat.  The  novel  pageantries  of  Oonstontinople  came  to 
fascinate  the  eyes  of  these  barbarians.  At  tlio  same  time, 
his  people  saw  him  raise  the  massy  walls  of  the  Kremlin,  the 
awe-inspiring  abode,  the  formidable  fortress  of  autocracj^ ; 
and  also  that  first  church  of  Rtone,  included  within  its  circuit,  . 
which  the  Muscovite  architects  ]  uul  thrice  endeavoured  to 
construct,  and  which  had  thrice  fallen  on  those  unskilful 
artificers.  Nothing  was  neglected  by  Ivan ;  founders,  engi- 
neers, architects,  miners,  and  minters,  were  invited  from 
Germany,  and  firom  Italy,  and,  following  the  footsteps  of  a 
civilised  princess,  they  ventured  to  penetrat-e  into  those 
almost  unknown  countries.  Pre-eminent  among  these 
foreigners  was  the  architect  and  engineer  Aristotle  of 
Bologna^  who  built  the  Kremlini  and  founded  cannon,  which 
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\va8  used  for  tho  first  time,  and  with  immediate  success,  in 
1482  at  the  siege  of  Felling  in  Livonia.  The  Swedes  did  not 
use  cannon  till  thirteen  years  later.  The  mines  of  Petchora 
were  discovered  in  1491 ;  and  Russia,  for  the  first  time,  saw 
silver  and  copper  money,  the  produce  of  its  own  territory, 
coined  in  its  capital. 

"We  may  imagine  wliat  a  strikingly  impressive  effect  must, 
at  that  period,  have  been  produced  by  a  throne  which  was 
raised  to  such  a  prodigious  height  that  relitnon  itself,  every- 
where else  so  dominant,  served  one  oi  its  supporters, — a 
throne  whose  summit,  just  beginning  to  emerge  from  the 
obscure  night  in  which  all  these  tribes  were  still  stagnating, 
like  a  luminous  point  in  the  darkness,  shone  to  their  wonder- 
ing eyes  with  all  the  splendour  of  the  most  gorgeous  civil  and 
religious  ceremonies,  and  with  the  first  rays  oi"  European 
civilisation. 

Observe  with  what  care  this  Louis  XIV.  of  barbarism 
turned  these  advantages  to  account.  Proclaiming  his  divine 
right,  it  is  in  the  midst  of  this  pomp  that  we  hear  him  ex- 
claim, "The  high  and  holy  Trinity,  from  which  vre  hx?e 
recdred  the  govenime&t  of  all  But^ia to  which,  aocording 
to  his  prompting,  the  interpreter  of  that  Trinitj  xespondBy 

The  empire  which  you  hold  from  God  himself." 

Wheii,  Bobse^ufflitly,  the  repnblicaiui  of  Eskof  dared  to 
commiim4»te  with  him  otherwise  than  hj  a  respecfcful  em- 
bassy, he  inBtantlj  astounded  them  hj  his  indignation ;  nor 
did  he  allow  himself  to  he  Appeased,  till  sffcer  he  had  long 
bent  them  under  the  weight  of  his  wrath,  that  he  might  be 
certain  they  would  never  again  lose  the  servile  feeling  thus 
deeply  and  protraetedlj  impressed.  Jn  like  manner,  he  would 
not  grant  his  protection  to  the  Idvonian  knights  till,  instead 
of  requesting,  they  had  supplicated  for  it.  In  his  diplomatic 
instructions,  we  see  him  eager  to  aUy  himself  with  the 
lightened  courts  of  Europe,  but  pursuing  that  object  with  ail 
the  precautions  of  the  most  suBceptible  pride ;  he  seemed  to 
fear  that  European  civilisation  might  treat  him  as  an  upstart, 
nn  Oriental  barbarian,  the  tributary  of  a  Horde. 

It  was  for  this  reason  that  he^  who  so  carefully  studied  the 
policy  of  Europe,  and  deemed  it  of  sudi  high  importance  to 
bring  his  throne  in  contact  with  other  thrones,  did  yet,  for  a 
mere  omission  of  formalities^  refuse  to  receive  the  Austrian 
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envoy,  and  even  drove  him  from  his  presence.  He  forced  the 
emperor  to  treat  with  him  as  his  equal ;  and  if  his  subjects 
may  be  believed,  lie  even  denied  his  daughter  to  the  king  of 
the  iiomans,  Vienna  not  iiaviug  consented  to  all  the  coufiea^ 
fiions  which  he  required. 

As  to  the  IVTargrave  of  Baden,  the  union  of  Kis  daughter 
with  that  (jrerman  prince  appeared  to  him  a  deroi^atory 
alliance.  When  Makimilian  endeavoured  to  flatter  his  am- 
bition wit  li  t]ie  title  of  king,  Tvan  haughtily  declared  to  him 
"that  he  would  not  degrade  lumsi^lf  by  receiving  titles  from 
any  prince  on  earth,  and  that  he  held  his  crown  from  God 
alone !" 

Through  him  it  was  that  the  Russian  boyars  lost  their 
ancient  right  of  quitting  the  service  of  the  Grand-Prince 
to  enter  that  of  the  other  princes  who  still  possessed  appa- 
nages. And  what  boyar,  what  Eussian  prince  of  the  blood, 
could  thenct^lVrth  have  such  an  opmion  of, his  own  greatness 
as  not  to  humblt'  himself  before  the  dazzling  splendour  of 
this  sovereign  majesty  ?  Already  blended  together,  and 
obliTious  of  personal  dignity,  all  crowded  around  him,  and, 
like  the  nobles  of  "Byzantium,  esteemed  it  an  honour  to 
be  admitted  into  his  domestic  estabiidkment.  Accordingly, 
they  soon  were  absorbed  in  it  entirely,  and  had  no  other 
existence  than  in  the  servile  othces  of  which  he  delighted  to 
midtiply.  From  this  epoch  it  was  that  they  began  to  con- 
sider as  hereditary  those  civil,  miiifeaiT,  and  domestic  ranks, 
and  to  contend  with  each  other  for  precedence ;  but  did  they 
dare  to  avail  themselves  of  it  in  contravention  of  his  orders, 
then,  depriving  their  vanity  of  thia  last  resource,  he  declared 
to  them  "  that  they  ought  to  submit  without  a  murmur  to 
the  will  of  their  sovereign,  and  that  when  the  question 
related  to  his  service  every  office  was  good.** 

After  the  death  of  his  eldest  tiun,  however,  the  iasue  of  his 
iir:it  marriage,  these  nobles  are  said  to  have  putihed  tlieir 
intrigues  even  to  the  foot  of  Ivan's  throne,  to  secure  the 
inheritance  of  it  to  tlie  son  of  the  regretted  prince;  it  is 
said,  too,  that  tliese  worthy  ancestors  of  the  boyai-g  of  Peter 
the  Great  slandered  their  Greek  ezaritza,  the  mother  of  a 
second  son,  out  of  hatrt?d  to  tlie  commeneenient  of  civilisation 
which  she  protected,  and  the  foreigners  w  horn  she  had  ioftro- 
dnced.   One  &ct  is  certain,  tliat  Ivan  being  misled  to  be* 
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iieve  that  Sophia  intended  to  poiflon.  his  daughter-in-law  and 
hi^  grandson  Dmitri^  at  first  diBgraoed  tha^  princess,  and  * 
cansed.Dmitri  to  be  solemnly  crowned  as  his  successor;  but 
aftelrwards^  on  better  information,  he  restored  Sophia  to  his 
fayour,  and  with  a  view  to  preserve  his  innovations,  he  made 
her  son  his  heir,  to  the  exdusion  of  his  grandson,  whom  he 
consigned  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  Ivan  would  nut  leave 
behind  him  this  leaven  of  discord ;  in  this  circumstance,  as  was 
done  at  a  later  period,  and  more  cruelly,  b j  the  regenerator 
of  Bussia,  he  sacrificed  evexrthing  to  reasons  of  state.  It 
was  on  this  occasion  that  Fskof  ventured  to  expostulate,  in 
behalf  of  the  elder  branch,  against  the  heir  whom  he  had 
chosen*  Am  I  not,  then,  at  liberhr  to  act  as  I  please  P**  he 
haughtilj  replied.  I  will  giro  Bussia  to  whom  I  think 
proper,  and  I  command  you  to  obey.''  And  he  had  the 
envoys  thrbwn  into  prison. 

As  to  the  boyars  who  had  taken  part  in  these  intrigues, 
their  rank,  hitherto  respected,  did  not  shield  them :  whether 
accusers  or  accused,  they  were  successively  victims  of  the 
prince's  credulity,  or  of  his  yengeance.  Bussia,  dumb  with 
astonishment,  witnessed,  for  the  first  time,  the  fall  of  several 
of  those  illusions  heads :  a  word  from  lyan  sufficed  to  strike 
them  off  as  easily  as  though  they  had  belonged  to  the  meanest 
of  his  subjects. 

Is  it  therefore  astonishing  that  all  should  have  bent  down 
before  this  autocrat^  whose  able  hand,  rending  the  veil  which 
concealed  Bussia  from  Europe,  had  forced  it  to  pay  homage 
to  his  power ;  whose  policy  possessed  the  art  of  obtaining 
the  services  of  all,  witnout  ever  serving  any ;  and  who  had 
added  to  Russia  nineteen  thousand  square  miles  and  four 
millions  of  subjects,  by  extending  it  from  Kief  to  Kasan,  and 
as  far  as  Siberia  and  Norwegian  Lapland  ?  Personally,  it 
is  true  that  he  conquered  nothing ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
free  from  the  infatuation  of  warrior-kings,  he  knew  how  to 
pause  opportunely,  to  acquire  as  much,  to  retain  more,  and 
to  close  his  career  under  happier  auspices. 

He  was  the  first  to  borrow  the  arts  of  civilisation ;  but  for 
himself  only,  as  the  means  of  riches  and  power,  aad  much  less 
to  enlighten  than  to  dazzle  his  subjects.  To  him  as  their 
t^econd  loi]:isktor,  the  Ivussians  are  indebted  for  a  reform  in 
the  mauuers  of  their  clergy,  over  whom  he  presided  iu  their 
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councils  ;  a  iirst  attempt  at  a  general  eeiztire  of  the  pro- 
pi^rty  oftluit  order;  and,  in  spite  of  their  furious  cries,  the 
fjupprcssioii,  by  means  of  ridicule  and  exile  alone,  of  a  herevy 
which  tlu^  saint  s  of  the  day  wished  to  extermiiiate  by  fire. 

This  Je^visll  hcresv  consisted  in  expectiiig  tlie  advent  of 
the  Messiah;  denying  and  cursing  Christ  and  the  Holy 
Virgin ;  spitting  on  the  images  of  the  saints,  and  tearing 
them  with  the  teeth;  disbelieving  Paradise  and  the  resur- 
rection of  the  dead;  and  putting  faith  in   a  cahalistieal 
book  given  to  Adam  by  God  himself     L'rom  that  book 
Solomon  was  imas^ined  to  have  de^i^  ed  his  wisdom ;  and 
Moses,  Joseph,  Elias,  and  Darnel,  their  power  over  the 
elements  and  monsters,  their  sivill  in  tlie  interpretation  of 
di'eams,  and  their  faculty  of  looking  into  futnrity.  Zosimua, 
the  primate,  is  said  to  have  been  the  head  of  these  heretics* 
"We  see,"  exclaimed  at  that  period  St.  Joseph  of  Volok, 
"  we  see  a  son  of  Satan  seated  on  the  throne  of  the  holy 
prelates  ;  we  see  a  devouring  wolf  under  the  garb  of  a  simple 
shepherd !    They  are  no  more,  they  have  flown  to  the  bosom 
of  Christ,  those  daring  eagles  of  religion,  those  godly  bighopB 
vlko  miild  have  pitilessly  torn  ont  with  their  talons  every 
ere  ihat  was  bold  enough  to  look  askance  on  the  divinity  of 
the  Sftviour !    Now,  in  the  garden  of  the  Church,  v,  e  hear 
nothing  but  the  hiss  of  a  horrible  reptile,  which  vomits  forth 
blasphemy  against  the  Lord,  and  against  his  biased  mother." 
But  Ivan  did  not  allow  himself  to  be  led  away  by  these  in- 
sane declamations;  he  contented  himself  with  causing  thm 
heretj  to  be  anathematised,  banishing  the  heretics,  and  noiai^ 
Dating  AiK>ther  primate.   He  himself,  by  virtue  of  his  siipie* 
aaacr  over  the  Church,  and  his  divine  right  to  the  throna^ 
undertook  the  inonguration  of  the  new  primate ;  tbuB  it  was 
that  lie  turned  e^e^thing  to  tbe  adrantage  of  hii  own  an- 

A  Bjatem  oi  policy  and  adminiatratioii  at  length  began  ie 
preside  over  the  destiny  of  Buasui;  everytHn^  was  ftUafti^^^ 
and  fell  into  its  plaoe i  the  roads  and  ikeir  stations,  the  police^ 
the  armjv  mom  regularly  organised ;  the  taxes  flQore 
unifonnlj  and  better  aseessed.  In  the  thousands  of  boyar^ 
foUkywerit  neir  posBessors  of  miUtaxj  fiefs,  a  kind  of  spahu^ 
MU^jtf  are  still  seen  in  Turkey,  we  recognifle  the  institiitioii 
ef  ft        feiidal  aobili^^  hut  without  a  gradation,  of  ranl^ 
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and  dependent  solely  on  the  throne,  the  strength  of  which  it 
constituted. 

A  new  code  appeared;  it  reflated  and  taxed  the 
liberty  which  the  peasants  possessed  of  changing  their 
lords  ;*  it  determined  the  limits  of  slavery  ;  and,  though  it 
wafi  forced  to  conMe  the  dispensing  of  justice  to  the  nobles, 
and  to  those  boyar-followers,  the  new  proprietors,  it  joined 
to  them  the  elders,  the  chief  i&en,  aad  the  eiyil  ioneiifoiiacj 
of  the  place. 

As  to  the  rest ;  in  this  barbarous  code  everything  partakes 
of  the  keenness  of  the  sword,  which  is  brought  into  action 
in  every  part  of  it.  Single  combat  decides  upon  the  ma- 
jority of  criminal  offences  ;  in  cases  of  suspicion,  where  repu- 
tation is  not  spotless,  torture  is  called  in  to  enlighten  justice. 
A  first  theft  (the  spoliation  of  a  church  or  the  kidnapping  of 
a  slave  excepted)  was  punished  with  the  knout  and  confisca- 
tion of  all  the  criminal's  property,  half  of  which  went  to  the 
iiyured  person.  The  poor  culprit  was  given  up  to  his 
accuser  to  be  dealt  ^vith  at  discretion.  A  second  robbery 
was  puiushed  with  death  without  any  formality,  when  five 
or  six  honest  citizens  deposed  on  oath  that  the  o^ender  was  a 
known  thief.  The  penalties  of  Ivan's  code  are  confiscation, 
the  knout,  slavery,  and  death,  the  level  of  his  despotism ;  it  is 
iince  his  reign  that  the  Bussians  have  aatonishea  Europe  by 
tbeir  blind  servility.  Foreigners,  as  well  aft  his  subjects, 
denominate  him  Ivan  the  Great.  The  Bossia  of  Oleg,  o£ 
Yladunir,  and  of  Yaroslaf,  existed  no  longer ;  it  is  the  Ituana 
of  Ivan  III.,  reformed  by  Peter  the  Gieat,  that  still  rTMitiii 

Itbii  UI.  died  in  15^^  9i  the  age  of  aoij-seven,  after  a 
xeign  of  fogi^'Waamjem  and  a  haiL  His  son  Yassdi  sue* 
oeeded  him  withool  opposition.  Pour  years  aftorwssds  a 
violent  death  tenninated  the  croel  captirilj  of  Ida  gEandsoa 


♦  The  law  of  iTan  ni.  allowed  the  peasants,  or  free  labourers,  to 
pass  from  one  village  to  another,  that  is,  to  change  their  lords;  but  only 
in  the  eight  days  before  and  after  St.  George's  day.  The  abolition  of 
Hub  privilege  by  Badt  Qoivaml,  made  tbe  Boaaian  peaasnt  a  abra^  aa 
Ittisaltiyadaor. 
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YASSILI  IV.  IVANOYITCH^ — IVAIJ  IV.  THE  TEEBIBLE, 

Ti.88n.fs  reign  of  twenfy-eight  jeim  was  viriniallj  but 
the  piolongation  of  that  of  Ivaii  III.,  whose  jprineiples  he 
followed  in  his  domestic  imd  foreign  policy  with  equal  in* 
flezibilily.  Less  celebrated  for  the  fortune  of  his  arms  than 
for  his  successful  cunning  and  intrigue,  he  maintained  the 
dignity  of  the  empire  bequeathed  to  him  by  his  fatiier,  and 
enlarged  its  extent. 

His  first  warlike  effort  had  an  inauspicious  result.  In 
3.508  he  sent  a  great  army,  under  his  orother  Dmitri,  to 
punish  the  refractory  people  of  Kasan,  who  had  murdered 
tiie  BuBsian  yoyevode  placed  among  them  with  an  authority 
similar  to  that  of  the  British  residents  at  the  subsidised 
courts  of  India.  This  expedition  was  remarkable  for  the 
imprudence  and  the  alternate  defeat  of  the  two  rival  armies ; 
but  the  last  and  heaviest  blow  was  that  sustained  by  the 
Sussians,  who  were  utterly  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
The  victors,  uniting  with  the  Tatars  of  the  Crimea,  invaded 
'BuBsia,  and  carried  their  ravages  irp  to  the  gates  of  Moscow, 
which  they  filled  with  dismay.  Vasslli,  true  to  his  fiither's 
temporising  poli<^,  did  not  shrink  from  the  disgrace  of  pur* 
chasing  the  safety  of  his  <»pital  by  the  payment  of  a  laige 
ransom,  and  by  putting  his  seal  to  a  treaty  by  which  he 
engaged  to  become  tributary  to  Makhmet-Khan.  Satisfied 
with  having  thus  humbled  their  foe,  the  Tatars  retired, 
carrying  with  them  300,000  prisoners,  whom  they  exposed 
for  sale  at  Caffa,  in  the  Crimea,  where  they  were  purchased 
as  slaves  by  the  Turks. 

Vassili's  vengeance  was  delajred  by  pressing  engagements 
at  home,  and  by  a  war  of  ten  years  with  Poland,  which  ter- 
minated in  the  recovery  of  Smolensk  from  that  power.  (1523). 
He  then  assembled  an  army  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand mcu,  and  sent  it  against  Kasan  in  two  divisions,  one  by 
kind,  the  other  by  water.  The  latter  division  was  almost 
annihilated  by  the  Tcheremisses  before  it  readied  its  destina- 
tioji  j  and  the  land  army,  deprived  of  its  supplies,  and  decimated 
by  famine  and  sword,  returned  in  a  wretched  plight  to  Moscow. 
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Por  six  years  Vassili  patiently  digested  tliis  further  disgrace ; 
at  last,  in  1580,  he  sent  a  third  expedition  against  Kasan.  It 
would  probably  have  shared  the  fate  of  its  predecessors  if 
the  Kasanians  had  been  as  watchful  by  night  as  they  were 
yaliant  by  day;  bat  their  negligence  enabled  some  of  the 
BuflfliaziB  to  creep  uBBeen  up  to  the  palisades,  smear  them 
with  resin  and  aiuphur,  and  set  them  on  fire.  In  a  moment 
the  fortrera  was  wrapped  in  flames,  the  Eussians  burst  in 
and  massacred  aizty  thousand  of  the  astounded  Tatars. 
There  remained  only  twelve  thousand  inhabitants  in  the 
heart  of  tlie  city,  which  might  easily  have  been  taken  ;  but 
pvince  BeUiki^  Vassili' s  nephew,  bribed  it  is  said  by  the 
Kasnnians,  consented  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
that  handful  of  men. 

The  only  other  events  of  interest  in  Yasaili's  reign  were 
the  annexation  of  Yereia,  the  last  of  the  appanages,  and  the 
extinction  of  the  republic  of  Fskof,  the  last  abode  of  Bussian 
liberty.  He  died  in  1533,  leaving  the  empire  further  en- 
laraed  and  consolidated  by  his  wary  management. 

Then  b^|aa  the  reign  of  the  infant  Ivan  lY.  The  hideous 
BOBDB.  opened  with  the  saturnalia  of  that  court  which  the  two 
preceding  antocrats  had  suddenly  called  into  existence,  in 
the  midst  of  coarse  and  brutal  ignorance.  Its  nobles  were 
barbarians,  either  upstarts  or  fallen  from  their  ^istine  state* 
A  great  number  of  them  were  of  the  blood  of  Kurik.  Eor- 
merly,  the  whole  empire  was  the  theatre  of  their  ambition ; 
its  partition  into  appanages,  their  end;  civil  war,  their 
means :  but,  now  that  all  was  concentrated  in  the  prince, 
their  sole  arena  was  his  court;  their  end,  the  precarious 
power  derived  &om  favouritism ;  their  means^  intrigue ;  they 
were  without  rules,  without  manners  accordant  to  their 
novel  situation;  they  knew  no  other  restraint  than  an  iron 
despotism,  whose  rude  and  ponderous  mass  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  a  female  of  blighted  chaiaeter,  the  mother  of  an 
in£ant  who  was  only  three  years  of  age. 

Helena  was  the  second  regent  of  the  Eussians.  Since 
the  time  of  Olga^  no  similar,  instance  had  before  occurred. 
Muscovite  manners  would  have  dictated  that  l^e  widow  of 
Yassili  should  be  dead  to  the  world;  that  a  convent  and 
a  new  name  should  have  hidden  her  sorrows  from  public 
view;  and  the  grandees  were  indignant  to  see  the  sceptie 
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of  l\urik  in  the  han(h  of  lliat  Lithuanian  widow,  nnd  ot"  her 
paramour,  whom  she  dared  to  impose  on  them  as  a  master, 

h'or  four  }ears,  however,  the  irnpui*e  couple  kept  ihew 
ofrouTifl  by  means  of  despotism.  That  weapon,  so  illegiti- 
mate tliat  it  fits  any  hand  tliat  dares  to  ^riehi  it,  gave  an 
answer  to  all ;  to  the  indin^natioii  of  the  three  uncles  of  Ivan, 
it  repKed  by  a  lingering  death  in  iiorrible  dungeons ;  to 
their  partisans,  —  by  torture,  the  cord,  and  the  axe:  to 
those  graTuleea  who  end  grated  to  Litlniania  and  (JrimfiAy 
whence  they  brought  back  war,- — by  ^^  ar  and  v  ictory. 

But,  at  iengtl),  crime  did  justice  on  crime ;  tortures  were 
avenged  by  poison  ;  tbe  regent  died  suddenly,  and  the  great 
boyars,  of  whom  the  majority  were  descended  from  princes 
of  the  blood,  who  formerly  held  appanages,  seized  upon  the 
guardianship  of  that  same  despotism  of  which  their  ancestors 
had  been  the  victims.    In  the  foremost  rank  of  tliese  barba- 
rians stood  the  Shuiski,  the  <^ief  of  whom  was  prudent  of 
ihe  supreme  council  of  boyare.   From  father  to  8<mi  they 
had  long  been  treated  as  the  eDeflues  of  the  Grand-Prince 
«&d  of  the  state;  their  tuin  was  iiow  come  to  keit  the  Blate 
md  ito  G-rand-rvince  ae  enemiee.   Their  misehiefroiiB  Mi^ 
tioB  was  limitedy  bemfer,  by  the  crofwd  ef  other  pretensknn 
irhkk  thejr  were  suirounded.  They  could  only  dilapidito 
tiie  lesoufoeB  of  the  public,  and  of  indinduals,  by  l^ieir  bk* 
actions^  and  avenge  the  fall  of  their  aaicestors  by  the  kumi* 
liations  which  they  lavished  on  the  heir^  tfaeCmnd-PfiBOee. 
They  suffered  the  Tatars  to  harry  the  empire  with  impunity, 
wbiJie  th^  themselves  desolated  it  by  their  rapine  and  ikm 
proscriptions^  which  l^ey  'did  not  even  deign  to  cover  wiA 
tbe  name  of  their  roj^al  ward ;  for  the  yovtliftd  Im  wee 
Bpared  no  more  than  me  eabjects.   His  tamtj  was  phn- 
oefed,  his  domains  encioaehed  upon;  the  great  bejve^ 
masteiB  of  ha  palace,  seemed  hardly  to  endure  his  presence 
ikere ;  it  was  their  delight  to  degrade  htm*    Shuiski,  in  his 
clownish  insolence,  was  seen  to  loll  on  Itw&'s  bed  and  bur- 
den the  hip  of  the  descendant  of  so  TOiaf  flcnpersigns  with 
the  unworthy  wei^it  of  hit  feet. 

The  influence,  nowever,  of  the  Belski,  and  of  the  prinMte, 
which  was  all  at  once  increased  by  « Iktar  iimuBOiiyawalHNBed 
the  pstiiotism  of  the  nobles,  vestoved  SOttie  degree  of  order, 
sBSd  g«7eto  tiie  jov/Mok  Ifsa  a  waaMBt^  of  -digwlf.  Bat 
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whm  the  dosger  was  oT«r,  the  ShuoU  re-appeared ;  they 
snrprified  Mosevw  m  the  dead  of  tbe  nigkt  (J&,  154:2),  and 
made  tkemselves  masters  of  the  palace ;  iitj  ymhod  their 
Imfeal  irmpiMn  even  to  the  hed  oi  their  young  master,  and 
roused  him  anddenly  firom  sleep  to  fill  his  mind  with  mad- 
deDing  terror,  rrom  his  very  side  they  dragged  the  pricKtat^ 
and  prince  Bekki,  iiie  former  to  be  ill-treated  and  deposed ; 
tbe  latter  to  be  murdered  in  prison.  Ivan's  su^lications 
they  disdained,  and  droimecl  W  their  vociferationi;  if  he 
Ofdered,  they  took  a  pleasm^  in  disobeying ;  if  thej  saw  liim 
regret  his  mother,  who  had  been  their  vieiam,  they  scort'ed  at 
Ihs  Mul  pietj.  llie  friendship  he  numifeited  towards  JWdor 
ToiOHBof  was  enevgli  to  bring  down  their  hatred  on.  th^ 
latter.  Is  »  coon^  one  tkey  fell  upon  him  like  indcKn, 
loaded  Mm  irltik  blowi^  and  fent  'witb  tMr  &et  the  garments 
of  the  piimate,  who,  toQched  by  the  entreaties  oS  tiw  €b«nd- 
Pnnoe,  is^jslored  then  to  spare  tbe  jowg  kojrsr -whom  likej 
wMied  to  flBCftflee* 

ItwasnmdstiiMselioifovtltetTovag  IvaA  readied  hk 
finvteemth  year.  The  aeeiie  tim  cShanged,  but  in  the  pep» 
Mmagea  only.  TUb  revolution  was  bnmgfat  alboiit  by  tbe 
GffiflSki,  who  were  kniBf<A  of  Ivao.  All  at  onoe^  is  « 
btQitmg-pttitf/an  angry  wofi,  wfaicb  they  soggBsted  to  Ae 
Omd-Frinoe^  thmdersfembk  Aadxev  Sbaiski,  ibe  most  in* 
Solent  of  tiie  time  brothen^  and  ti»  whole  trsBi  rssbed 
immediately  on  him,  seized,  aiad  tfavew  bim  to  the  dogs,  by 
idneh  be  was  derouied  (1548). 

Bat  bis  l^iimmy  eiiraved  bim ;  it  was  esnfcinaed  in  tbe 
mnne  of  the  pnnee.  Tbe  Glineki  pusbsd  Ivan  forward  at 
their  bead  in  tbe  some  path  of  Uood  and  plnader.  They 
aUowed  bim  to  misvse  ins  xeoenliy  aeqwed  libcEty.  He 
sfluandered  it  in  roamag  wilAioat  »  pwpese  ibmisb  his 
ptmxses,  wbieh  were  cenpeled  to  deteT  iie  they 
were  ruined  by  his  costly  presence,  and  aslenasbed  by  his 
capneee.  There,  bis  unwtntby  ^nffmmi  pmnptsd  bam  to 
pmnrii  withoofe  eaase,  and  to  leward  beyonid  aeasime;  jdnt- 
ixBg  some  witb  what  waa  eoBfiscated  fram  elheiB.  Zhery 
taii^ibitliimnotietiiink  Ums^maflter^  cxeepi  when  lie  was 
am&j^,  aadwbenbe  waseanaingte  be  tortaEad  befoee  bis 
eyes  vke  soppHants  by  whose  entreaties  be  was  waaded. 
These  infamons  beings  made  use  of  bis  jomthlial  band  to 


Digitized  by 


186 


HI8T0BX  OJP  BVSflXA. 


[oh.  XUX. 


massacre  tlieir  oneinicg.  Tliey  applauded  lus  cruelty,  when 
he  amused  hiinseli  with  tormentiDij;  wild  auimals,  and  throw- 
ing down  tanio  ones  from  the  suinniit  ot  his  palace;  wdien, 
in  his  disorderly  rambles,  he  dashed  old  people  to  the  ground, 
and  trampled  under  the  feet  of  his  horses  the  women  and 
children  of  Moscow. 

These  ebullitions  of  the  youth  of  a  tyrant  had  lasted  three 
years,  when,  one  day,  he  awoke  in  Moscow  surrounded  by 
the  flames  of  a  horrible  conflagration  and  the  clamours  of 
revolt  (1547).  Ivan  was  only  seventeen.  Terror  had  been 
the  first  feeling  of  his  infancy;  long  oppressed  by  its 
weight,  he  had  lately  taken  delight  in  throwing  it  off  upon 
the  whole  of  his  people;  and  now,  all  points,  that 

terror  was  rebounding  back  upon  him  in  burnmg  brands, 
threatening  cries,  and  the  blood  of  the  Glinski,  wiiom  the 
furious  populace  had  torn  in  pieces. 

Amidst  this  uniyerBul  disorder,  SylTester,  a  monk,  one  of 
those  inspired  personages  who  then  travened  Busaia,  and 
who,  like  the  Jewish  prophets,  or  the  dervishes,  dared  to 
stand  up  even  against  soTerelgnB,  appeared  in  the  nresence 
of  the  frightened  young  despot.  He  approached  aim,  the 
Gospel  in  his  hand,  his  eye  fiill  of  menace,  his  finger  raised, 
and  with  a  solemn  voice  ne  pointed  out  to  him,  in  the  sur- 
rounding flames,  and  blood,  and  furious  cries,  and  the  limbs 
of  his  dismembered  kinsfolk,  the  wrath  of  Heaven,  which  his 

Eaasions  had  at  length  aroused.  To  these  terrific  menaces 
e  added  the  infi^ible  eflect  of  certain  appearances  then 
deemed  supernatural ;  and  thus  mastering  the  mind  of  Ivan, 
he  wrought  a  real  miracle :  the  tiger  was  humanised!  Alexis 
Adashef  seconded  Sylvester ;  they  endrded  the  voung  tyrant 
with  priests  and  able  and  prudent  boyars ;  and,  assisted  by 
the  young  and  virtuous  Anastasia^  Ivan's  first  and  recently- 
married  bride,  they,  during  thirteen  yearn,  made  Bussia  enjoy 
aa  unexpected  felicity. 

Everything  was  now  pacified  and  reduced  to  order ;  regu- 
larity was  introduced  into  the  army ;  the  strelitz,  a  permanent 
militia  of  fusiliers,  were  created ;  seven  thousand  Germana 
were  hired  and  kept  up ;  a  more  just  and  equal  assessment 
of  the  military  fiefs,  services,  and  contingents  was  accom* 
plished ;  all  proprietors  of  estotea-  that  required  three  hun« 
dred  pounds  weight  of  seed  com  were  obliged  to  furnish  a 
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lioraeman  completely  amed,  or  an.  equivalent  in  money;  a 
rata  of  pay  for  the  soldiery  was  established,  and  was  eyen 
doubled,  to  encourage  such  of  the  boyar-followers  as  ahould 
fumiah  a  larger  contingent  than  was  imposed  by  law ;  and 

by  these  means  the  forces  of  the  empire  were  so  much 
increased,  that  they  were  thenceforth  estimated  at  three 
hundred  thousand  men.  The  presence  of  the  prince  with 
his  armies  at  once  reestablished  order  in  them,  and  stimu- 
lated to  exertion.  Easanwas  once  more  reduced;  the  king* 
dom  of  Astrakhan  was  conquered ;  fortresses  were  con- 
structed to  keep  tlio  Tatars  in  check;  and  eighty  thousand 
Turks,  whom  SeHm  II.  had  sent  against  Astri^han,  perished 
in  the  deserts  by  which  it  was  surroimded.  Meanwhile,  the 
grand  idea  of  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great,  that  of  opening 
to  Eussia  the  commerce  of  £urope,  by  conquering  the  Ingrian 
and  Liyonian  ports,  waa  ahnost  realised;  the  Don  Cossacks 
were  united  with  the  empire ;  and  the  groundwork  was  laid 
for  tiie  conquest  of  Siberia  by  Yermak,  one  of  those  roying 
pecmle* 

So  much  for  what  relates  to  war;  as  to  the  rest,  we  see 
the  ^project  of  enlightening  Eussia  conceiyed ;  a  hundred 
and  twenty  artists  requested  from  Charles  the  Pii^h ;  the 
first  printing-office  established ;  Archangel  founded ;  an  alli- 
ance formed  with  Engknd  ;*  and  the  north  of,  the  empire 
thrown  open  to  the  commerce  of  Europe. 

At  the  same  time,  the  abolition  of  prerogatiye  and  prece- 
dence among  the  nobility  was  begun;  the  greediness  of  the 
dergy  in  monopolising  landed  property  was  restrained; 
the^  were  improved  in  their  morals,  and  in  their  observances, 
which  were^  still  deeply  embued  with  paganism ;  and  the 
tolerant  spirit  of  Adashef  prohibited  the  cruelties  with 
which  superstition  inspired  them.  To  crown  the  whole,  the 
kws  were  revised  in  a  new  code.  Till  then  justice  had  been 

*  In  the  reign  of  Edw?^nl  YT.,  1553,  throe  ships  were  sent  out  under 
Wiiloughby  and  Chancellor,  to  look  for  a  north-oast  passage  to  China 
and  India.  WUioughby  and  the  crews  of  two  of  the  ships  were  frozen 
to  deatb,  but  GiiaiKieUor  arriyed  safely  in  the  White  Sea,  and  anchored 
in  the  bay  of  the  Bvina,  near  the  sj^jt  where  Archangel  was  founded  in 
consequence  of  that  event.  The  English  navigators  met  with  a  most 
hospitable  reception  from  the  Kussian  soverei^^n  and  people,  and  the 
report  they  brought  home  gave  such  satisfaction  in  London,  that  a 
Cotmpany  of  Merchants  Trading  with  lius&ia  was  immediately  formed. 
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administered  by  the  gcmnion,  who  paid  themKolyes  Mfc  <if 
fees  leried  at  their  own  discretm.  In  155C  Adashrf  and 
Bjhresber  abolished  all  these  fees,  enused  jiivtsee  to  be  gn- 
tttitously  administered  by  the  oldest  and  most  «mmeDt 
pearsonB  of  each  place,  and,  fim^ly,  established  a  general 
aneasment,  wfakb  was  coiieoled  by  the  c^ceni  of  'dbe  fix- 
ehequer. 


0  dreumacribed  witfiin  tins  brief  apace.  iTan  himaelf,  in 
1560,  bore  witness  to  it,  wh^  be  coraed  it ;  for,  at  that 
ealamitoiia  epoch,  the  death  of  the  mild  Anastasxa^  sod  a 
TioieBt  dimse  whieb  bad  preriously  aticadced  ilie  despot, 
seem  to  bare  aGenated  his  mortal  faculties. 
A  salutaiT  terror  bad  kept  down  bis  j^city ;  nxmo^et 


venom  into  Us  mind;  to  tbe  ministerB  witom  th^  widied  to 
supplant,  tbey  attributed  Hie  death  oi  the  emaSim,  and  ibe 
insubor^Unation  of  tbe  boyars,  which  they  affirmeii  to  ba  on 
Die  eve  of  brcnking  out ;  aud  wil^  that  weakness  wbieb  is 
inberent  in  cruelty,  tbe  aupeialiitiotti  Ifan  persuaded  biin- 
self  tbat  notbing  Wt  witdicraft  oe^  bave  enabled  Ada- 
afaef  and  fljylTeater  to  retain  for  so  long  a  period  their 
paramoimt  away  orar  his  anud.  In  a  letter,  wbidL  atiU 
exists,  aU  tbe  bendlts  which  Bossia  attributed  to  biin  are 
mged  against  tfaem  by  this  madaana,  as  if  tbey  were  a  pro- 
tncted  aeries  of  crimes — fat  the  barbarian  oould  write  1  bis 
letters  and  many  of  his  speedies  are  em  remaricable. 
TAb  moet  insane  persons,  tUs  fianttc  ben^  now  and  then 
manifested  aemtillatioiis  of  tai^t,  of  wbidi  be  made  a 
parade  in  sopbisms,  priding;  himself  on  bis  bowledge^  and 
often  reasoning  with  eonsidoEable  acutenesB. 

In  bis  adiMis,  oonsnmmate  craflaneas  may  also  he  seen 
occasionally  prerailing.  In  1566,  being  on  tbe  eye  of 
engaging  in  a  dangerous  war,  he  eouTolm.  an  assemUj  of 
tbe  atatoa  general,  coaaisfcing  of  three  hundred  and  tiMrtr- 
ffine  mombors  pnests,  neUes,  citSaenB,  and  tradexa.  He 
laid  befinre  them  his^  negotiations  inth  Poland,  on  tbe  sub- 
ject of  IdToniaj  pdnted  out  to  them  the  imporiaooe  of 
presermgthat  ounet  fx  the  BnasianeomBaem;  and  ana* 
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it  iH  not  bemnd  ihsni  to  dvro  to  adriio  their  cmr;  liiiiii 
tte  aoUeSy  timt  tibej  im&  raad^to  died  for  Mm  tfaa  Infe 
dsop  of  ibeir  UmmI  ;  fhm  the  atkeiis  ud  tradmi  that  dl 
ilieir  milth  beSongod  t^  faun. 

But^  almdj,  tne  Mcten  Seneca  and  Buidnia  <•£  tlas 
TXmo  of  ifaa  ^orth  fatd  expencnoed  a  fite  ebidkHr  toibri; 
of  the  two  prudent  ministers  of  the  I^ero  of  Borne;  thenoe* 
iowth,  dnsmk  widi  Uood,  hewSdeced  wit&  teticor,  life  of 
tbe^  lCi]90o?ite  tjiaa*  ynm  aotinng  bat  a  long  Grime,  a 
ftajeos  lanaej ;  its  origin,  however,  may  be  perceived,  and 
we  aiiaj  detect  iim  rahng  principle  amidst  the  wanderings  of 
a  heated  and  irregular  imagination.  It  was  the  despot  in- 
stinct of  heredifcnrj,  innate,  divine  right,  disturbed  by  fear; 
it  was  seventeen  years  of  terror,  received  and  repaid  with 
interest  in  his  diifiihood  and  his  early  youth,  that  gained  the 
upper  hand  of  thirteen  years'  efforts  nfr-unst  nature.  We 
behold  a  young  tiger,  which  efforts  havt*  been  made  to  tame, 
and  hieh  reverts  with  horrible  ardour  to  its  uiigina,]  pro- 
pensities. 

Even  an  early  as  1552,  at  the  capture  of  Kasan,  his 
natural  disposition  had  broken  out.  Apostrophising  the 
nobles  who  surrounded  him,  he  then  excliimied  ;  "  At  length, 
God  has  preserved  me  from  you!"  In  the  following  year 
he  had  an  interview  with  Vassian,  ex-bishopof  Koloimia, 
who  had  istood  higli  iu  ikvour  with  Vassili  iV.,  and  whose 
heart  was  full  of  malice  against  the  boyars,  by  whom  he  had 
been  deservedly  deposed,  i'rom  this  wicked  old  man  Ivan 
received  advice  which  he  never  forrot.  "  If  you  would  be- 
come tnily  an  absolute  monarch,"  said  Vassian,  "  never  seek 
a  counsellor  wiser  than  vourself :  never  receive  advice  from 
any  man.  Command,  and  never  obey;  then  you  will  bo  a 
real  sovereign,  and  a  terror  to  the  boyars.  Bear  in  mind 
that  the  connsellar  of  the  wisest  prince  always  ends  by 
being  his  ruler."  These  words  fell  upon  no  indiflferent  ear. 
Ivsn  kissed  the  old  man's  band,  earnestly  exclaiming,  My 
own  isHher  could  not  have  gi¥en  me  more  irholesome 
advice," 

Adashef,  however,  had  kept  him  within  bounds  for 
seven  more  years;  but,  in  1560,  that  first  trarror,  with 
which  the  nobles  had  impressed  his  childhood,  awoke,  like  a 
terri£c  phantom,  in  his  mind,  and  tbmoeforth  was  ever 
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praent  to  his  thoughts.  Very  soon,  the  power  of  Sigis- 
mondy  who  united  Lithuania  to  Poland,  and  contended  with 
him  for  LiTonia,  and  that  of  Stephen  Battori,  the  suooeMor 
of  Sigismond,  whose  vigorous  handwaB  iSslt  hy  Ivan,  ex- 
asperated his  tremhling  and  senseless  rage:  and  the  sus- 
picion that  hia  aabjeots  oonnired  with  those  pdnces  increased 
his  frenzy. 

In  this  burning  and  unintermitting  fever  of  twenty,  six 
years,  the  Bufisians  reckon  six  violent  paroxysms;  in  the 
first,  which  was  occasioned  by  the  flight  of  prince  Kurbslnr* 
into  Poland,  he  accused  that  prince  of  i\  design  to  render 
himself  sovereign  of  Yaroslaf :  he  could  not  conceive  how 
his  subject,  without  bringing  down  the  vengeance  of  Heaven 
upon  his  soul,  could  have  dared  to  secure  his  liead  firom 
hun.  The  boyars  were  reproached  with  the  offences  which 
they  committed  during  his  minority;  the  remembrance  of 
those  events  bewildered  him ;  the  impression  made  by  them 
was  indelible ;  and  the  madman,  always  having  before  his 
mental  vision  a  vast  and  perpetual  conspirai^  of  the  nobles 
against  his  power,  retired  to  Alexandrovsky,  a  fortress  en- 
compassed by  a  gloomy  forest,  the  flt  haunt  of  tyranny. 
The  imagination  of  the  moralist  poet,  in  his  description  of 
the  despot  of  Tyre,  falls  short  of  this  reality. 

The  aespot  of  Alexandrovsky,  whose  fear  made  his  whole 
empire  trmble,  at  length  denounced  by  letter  (1666)  to 
the  clergy  and  the  people  the  crimes  of  which  the  grandees 
had  been  ^^ty  during  his  minority,  and  the  new  projects, 
which  his  Irenzy  attributed  to  them,  a^^ainst  his  own  life  and 
that  of  his  son,  and  ended  by  declanng,  that  his  wounded 
heart  resigned  the  government  of  a  state  which  was  so 
thronged  with  traitors.  On  hearing  tins  read,  the  people, 
whom  at  the  same  tune  the  crafty  despot  had  won  oy  his 
flatteries,  were  astonished  and  aghast,  and  thought  them- 
selves lost :  ^  Who  thenceforth  would  defend  them  P"  The 
priests  and  the  nobles,  either  in  consequence  of  the  fear 
with  which  the  people  inspired  them,  or  of  the  universal 
spirit  of  servility,  exclaimed,  ''That  their  czar  had  over 
them  an  imprescriptible  right,  of  life  and  death ;  that  he 
might,  therefore,  punish  them  at  bis  pleasure;  but  that 

*  See  theleiten  of  Ivan  and  of  piiaoe  Knrbfky. 
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the  state  could  not  exist  without  a  master ;  that  Ivan  waB 
their  legitimate  sovereign,  whom  God  had  given  to  them, 
the  head  of  the  Church.  Without  him,  who  could  preserve 
the  purity  of  religion — who  could  save  millions  of  souls 
&om  eternal  perdition  ?"  All  hastened  to  offer  him  their 
heads ;  they  struck  with  them  the  dust  at  his  feet,  hoping 
to  moTe  him  hj  their  lamentations,  and  hiing  him  back  by 
their  prayers. 

The  dastards  obtained  this  misfortune.  Ivan  appeared 
again  in  Moscow;  but,  at  sight  of  him,  everybody  was  struck 
with  astonishment.  Their  surprise  is  described  by  their 
historians.  Only  a  month,"  say  they,  "  had  elapsed  since 
the  absence  of  Ivan,  yet  they  hardly  knew  him  again.  His 
large  and  robust  body,  his  ample  chest,  his  broad  shoulders, 
had  shrunk ;  his  head,  which  had  been  shaded  by  thick  locks, 
was  become  bald ;  the  thin  and  scattered  remains  of  a  beard 
which  was  lately  the  ornament  of  his  face  now  disfigured  it. 
His  eyes  were  dull,  and  his  features,  marked  with  a  ravenous 
ferocity,  were  deformed."  The  acts  of  his  mind  corresponded 
with  the  disordered  appearance  of  his  person.  Not  satisfied 
vrith  forming  an  entirely  new  household,  court,  and  guard,  he 
deserted  the  palace  of  his  fathers  to  construct,  in  Moscow  itself, 
another  fortress ;  he  then  drove  out  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
adjaomt  streets,  and  posted  Ins  satellites  there.  To  those 
sateUites  he  soon  after  gave  twelve  thousand*  of  the  estates 
nearest  to  his  capital,  of  which,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  he 
despoiled  the  rightful  possessm. 

Still  uneasy,  after  so  many  precautions,  the  fear  of  Gh)d,, 
joined  to  that  of  man— for  this  monster  felt  every  kind  of 
fear— prompted  him  to  fly  from  Moscow,  to  return  to 
Alexandrovsky,  and  to  assume  the  monkish  habit  with  three 
hundred  of  his  minions.  At  the  same  time,  he  abandoned  to 
the  trembling  boyars  the  government  of  the  empire ;  he 
derisively  named  them  the  hoyars  oftheeommonas  he  himself 
retaining  only  the  militaij  power,  the  power  of  striking.  And, 
neverthSess,  his  pusillanimity,  which  extended  to  eve^hing, 
covered  the  Bnssian  banners  with  disgrace,  which  had  lutherto 
been  victorious  over  the  Tatars  and  the  Turks.  In  this  third 

5ortion  of  his  reign,  Moscow  and  several  hundred  thousand 
fuscovites  were  again  burned  by  the  Tatars  in  the  year 
1571. 
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The  madmflD)  who  kad  aaid  to  the  Eussians,  "  I  am  yowr 
Ood,  as  Qrod  it  nine ;  whose  throne,  like  thafe  of  the  Omitt* 
potent,  is  mrrounded  hj  winged  archaiigelB,  and  who  sesA 
forth  anniei  of  three  hundred  thousand  men  and  two  hun- 
dred cannoii  against  his  enamieBy"  he  trembkd  at  the  threait 
of  the  Khan  of  ike  Crimea.  An  incursion  of  the  BibeiiaM 
terrified  him ;  aor  could  lie  discard  his  fears  till  he  leamed 
tibat  Yermak,  a  robber,  and  six  hundred  OoBsaeks^  bis  ac- 
complices, paid  by  a  trader,  and  flying  &om  the  rigovr  ef  the 
Sussian  laws,  had  sufiiced  to  reduce  this  new  empire  under 
Ufl  dominibn.''^  But  what  he  dreaded  above  all  things  was 
the  anger  of  Battori ;  be  ient  to  that  prince  his  dastardlj 
submissionB^  ka»  abject  supplications ;  and  even  offered  him- 
self, in  the  person  of  his  envoys,  to  the  insults  and  Uowfl  hy 
vhieh  the  long  ef  Poland  migiit  please  to  diahonow  Kiaaia 
and  its  cnr« 

Sweden,  meanwhile,  wrested  Esthonia  from  this  vile  t3rraii^ 
vhile  Battori  depmed  hba  of  Livonia.  Siaoe  li556,  theie 
pKOfinees,  vhieh  were  on  the  point  of  being  eonquered  hf 
ibe  talent  of  Adaehef,  had  t^en  refi^ge,  the  one  under 
the  Swedish  sceptre,  the  other  in  the  araiB  oi  Si^uMDOMl 
Augustus  of  Poland ;  and  ISjMer,  the  last  Grand-Master  of 
the  Livonian  knighte,  bad  leserred  to  hinw^  (mij  Conadand 
«ad  Semigallia.  It  was  then  (1581)  that,  to  the  new  suppE- 
eafekma  oi  the  oar,  who  erovelled  befaie  him,  Settoit 
deigned  to  reply  only  by  branding  him  aa  a  fovger  who 
falsified  the  articles  of  treaties,  and  a  monster  who  tortured 
hia  aulyeete.  Where  aro  you,  then^  God  of  the  Eussians, 
as  you  compel  your  unfortunate  shiyea  to  call  youP'*  Thid 
insulting  letter  he  eloaed  with  a  diallenge  to  single  combat| 
bat  lYBBi,  whose  ambaaaaikirB  he  bad  xeoentfy  djaBuaaed, 
anawereibim  only  by  fre^  proatiationa. 
^  When,  at  ki^b^  to  uae  the  words  of  the  Suaaiaa  birto* 
ziaD,  ^  iim  eamtdlj  pnaee,  whoae  mind  was  degraded  hf 

**Thi8  Yermak  displayed,  to  the  life,  that  likeness  which  has  so 
often  been  asserted  to  exist  between  the  conqueror  and  the  malefactor. 
A  datpbid  Ootnek,  a  deteirtiAld  capteia  of  foMen,  vhile  Mi  aeniaa 
vas  craaiped  in  his  oim  eoantry;  and  an  admired  coaqaesoc,  as  loaa 

as  he  was  at  liberty  to  astonish  mankind,  by  performing  abroad,  and  on 
a  large  scale,  the  same  Rctions  which  had  degraded  him  when  he  bad 

committed  them  at  home,  and  by  piecemeal, 
f  See  the  currtepondeiice  oi  the  two  princes. 
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tyximij,"  had  collected  together  three  liiuidred  thousand 
meo,  M  did  jaot  dare  k»  command  them ;  if  lie  narchedy 
was  uder  eorer  of  the  Jesuit  Fossevin,  the  envoy  of  Eome^ 
whose  intervention  with  Battoii  he  had  feftudulentlj  pro- 
curedy  by  hol(^g  out  to  ium  as  a  bait  the  conTeisioii  of  the 
Bussians  to  Catholickm* 

This  long  afibrt,  howeveiv  against  tho  LLYonian  knights,  ii 
worthy  of  ceaoack ;  its  purpose,  tlien  aTOwed,*  was  to  ffj0 
BiuaiaoiitLeta  vpoa  the  Baltic^  and  the  means  of  commiinii' 
catixig  with  Europe.  Its  result  was  to  make  these  maritime 
provinces  Ml  into  more  &irmdMe  handai  but  though  this 
masterly  idea  helongs  to  Ivan's  ministry,  and  the  deplorable 
iaaue  of  it  to  Ivau  himself,  it  is  to  this  e^xrt  particularly  that 
must  be  attributed  the  admiration,  so  ofiea  highly  censured, 
which  the  greatest  pcinee  of  the  Bmsiana  ei^Kressed  fi>r  their 
greatest  monstec 

ikt  length,  the  germ  of  that  terror  with  which  the  early 
yeara  of  the  tyrant  had  been  impregnated,  expanding  stiQ 
more  and  more,  he  sometimes  conjured  up  phimtoms  of  re- 
volted voyevodes,  ready  to  give  up  to  the  Tatars,  and  them 
he  flew  far  from  his  armies,  which  he  dreaded  ;  and,  at  other 
times,  he  pictured  to  himself  his  boyara  on  the  point  of 
zsiaiDg  the  whole  empire  in  rebellion,  to  ovecthrow  him,  and 
to  crush  him  with  its  eoUected  weiVh£  Then  neiUier  eitadeb 
<ioc  f(»tified  ometttB  seemed,  in  his  ^^es,  to  hare  power  to 
save  him;  mdyan  island  beyond  the  aeaa  appeared  to  offer  a 
safe  asylum ;  and  he  did  not  blnah  to  xegueat  that  asylum 
from  Shzabeth  of  England! 

Everything  in  Eussia  was  bent  down  to  earth ;  and,  yeL 
the  abject  submission  with  which  Ivan  lY.  was  soirounded 
did  not  tcan^uillise  him;  his  brain,  shaken  by  the  violent 
emotioiis  of  his  infancy,  and  by  his  iyiant  conscience,  made 
ever  present  to  him  the  phantom  of  a  war  of  ihepMie  good. 
The  skelita  did  not  suffice  him;  he  formed  a  new  guard  of 
six  thousaud  aekct  menjt  in  a  word,  of  spies,  informers,  and 
assassins,  ready  to  massacre  all  the  gcandees  whom  he  mi^ 

*  Karnmsin,  vol.  ix.  p.  439. 

f  The  Opritchinikis.  As  types  of  their  office  they  bore  a  do.2:'s  hend 
and  a  broom  suspended  from  their  saddle-bow — tlie  former  to  signify 
that  tliey  wonied  the  eaemies  of  the  czar,  tlie  latter  to  indicate  that 
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Buapect  to  hare  the  slightest  memoiy  of  ancient  indepeii" 
dence.  He  chose  these  executioners  fi*om  the  lowest  dass,  in 
order  to  he  sure  that  envy  would  make  them  participate  in 
the  hatred  which  he  felt.  He  gave  them  the  property  of 
their  victims ;  niid  tlms  transferred  eminence  and  nohilitj 
from  those  who,  having  long  possessed  them,  had  an^  pre- 
judices or  pretensions  whatever,  to  entirely  new  men,  without 
principles  or  predilections ;  who  were  hut  too  happy  to  hend 
to  anything  that  was  required  of  them,  so  that  they  might 
accumulate  riches. 

In  his  first  fit  of  rage,  several  great  hoyars,  of  the  family 
of  Burik,  were  put  to  death  by  heheading,  poisoning,  or 
impaling ;  their  wives  and  children  were  driven,  naked,  into 
forests,  where  they  expired  under  the  scourge.  In  a  second 
paroxysm,  he  marched  as  a  conqueror  against  the  subjugated 
19'ovgorod ;  and,  imagining  that  he  imitated,  or  perhaps  sur- 
passed, the  victory  of  his  grand&ther,  he  butchered  with  his 
own  hand  a  throng  of  the  unfortunate  inhabitants,  whom  he 
had  heaped  together  in  a  vast  endosure ;  and  when,  at  last, 
his  strength  &iled  to  second  his  fury,  he  gave  up  the  re- 
mainder to  his  select  guard,  to  his  slaves,  to  Ids  dogs,  and  to 
the  opened  ice  of  the  Yolkof,  in  which,  for  more  than  a 
month,  those  hapless  heings  were  dail^  engulphed  by  hun- 
dreds. Then,  dedaiing  that  his  justice  was  satisfied,  he 
retired ;  serioosly  recommending  himself  to  the  prayers  of 
the  survivors,  who  took  special  care  not  to  neglect  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  their  tetrestriai  deity. 

Tver  and  Fskof,  also,  experienced  his  presence ;  Moscow, 
at  length,  saw  him  agam,  and  on  the  same  day  the  public 
sGuare  was  covered  by  red  hot  brasiers,  enormoos  cauldrons 
or  brass,  and  eighty  gibbets.  Five  hundred  of  the  most 
illustrious  nobles,  already  torn  by  tortures,  were  dragged 
thither ;  some  were  massacred  amidst  the  joyful  acdamations 
of  his  savage  satellites ;  but  the  major  part  of  them  expired 
under  the  protracted  agony  of  being  slashed  with  knives  by 
the  courtiers  of  the  Muscovite  monster* 

Neither  were  women  spared  any  more  than  men;  Ivan 
ordered  them  to  be  hanged. at  their  own  doors;  and  he  |»ro- 
hibited  their  husbands  from  going  out  or  in  without  passing 
under  the  corpses  of  their  oompanions,  till  they  rotted  and 
dropped  in  pieces  upon  them.  Elsewhere,  husbands,,  or 
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diildren,  were  fastened  dead  to  the  places  which  they  had 
occupied  at  the  domestic  table,  and  their  wives,  or  mothers, 
were  compelled  to  sit,  for  dajs,  opposite  to  the  dear  and 
lifeless  remains. 

To  the  do^s  and  the  bears,  which  this  ragin|o^  madman 
delighted  to  ki  loose  upon  the  people,  was  left  the  task  of 
clearinr,^  tiie  public  square  from  the  mutilated  bodies  which 
encumbered  it.*  Every  day  lie  invented  new  modes  of 
punishment,  which  his  tyranny,  jaded  by  so  many  excesses, 
still  looked  upon  as  insufficient.  Yery  soon,  he  required 
fratricides,  parricides !  Easmanof  was  compelled  to  kill  his 
father ;  Prozorovsky,  his  brotlier.  The  monster  next  drowned 
eight  hundred  women ;  and,  rummaging  with  atrocious  cu- 
pidity the  abodes  of  hia  victims,  he,  by  dint  of  sliocking 
tortures,  compelled  their  remaining  relations  to  point  out 
the  places  in  which  their  wealth  was  hidden.  These  confis- 
cations, joined  to  monopolies,  taxes,  and  conquests,  accu- 
mulated in  his  palace  the  riches  of  the  empire  and  of  the 
Tatars.  To  this  he  joined  those  of  the  LivonianSi  whom  he 
plundered,  though  he  could  not  conquer  them. 

In  his  long  and  fruitless  wars  against  the  Livonian  knights, 
his  transient  successes  were  marked  by  frightful  executions. 
The  courageous  resistance  which  the  eneray  opposed  to  him 
was,  in  hll  eyes,  a.reyolt,  «id  he  ordere/hirprisonera  to 
be  thrown  into  boiling  cauldrons,  or  spitted  on  lances,  and 
roasted  at  fires  which  he  himself  stirred  up. 

Setting  himself  above  all  laws,  this  lustful  being  married 
seven  mves ;  even  his  daughter-in-law  waa  forced  to  fijr&om 
his  death-bed,  terrified  by  his  lasciviousness.  He  was  eager 
to  procure  an  eighth  wife  from  the  coiu*t  of  his  friend  Eliza- 
beta  of  England,  and  the  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Hunting- 
ton was  offered  to  the  inspection  of  the  Itussian  ambassa- 
dor at  her  own  desire  and  the  queen's.  The  daughter  of 
Heniy  YIII.  was  not  shocked  to  hear  at  the  same  moment 
of  the  czar's  wish  to  be  married,  and  of  the  birth  of  a  prince 
borne  to  him  by  his  seventh  living  wife;  but  before  the 
English  match  was  concluded  Maij  Hastings  took  fright,  and 
begged  Elizabeth  to  spare  her  the  perilous  honour.  To  com- 
plete Ivan's  usurpation,  he  assumed  the  manner  of  one  who 

*  According  to  the  anosls  of  Pikof,  there  were  sixty  tbouMiid 
victims  at  Novgorod  alone. 
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mm  inspired,  and  all  those  external  signs  whicli  our  bounded 
imagination  attribute  to  tha  Divinitj ;  he  made  himself  god 
ia  th»  mixKli  «f  hm  people*  All  that  came  iisom  his  himd, 
blowBy  wounds,  even  the  most  degrading  treaibaaent,  was  re- 
OBi^eS,  with  resignation — ^nay,  witik  adorfttion.  In  the  blind 
flad  M^e  submission  of  tne  iBtUNaiaiL  people  God  and  tiia 
czar  were  identified:  their  proTerbud  aayings  bear  witness 
ta  this ;  and  to  iihe  aitfliieni^  of  things  and  men  was  joined 
ihi^  of  wordBy  the  potcarcf  nviueb  as  move  dnnible  than  ia 
oonwaoaly  imagined. 

PinaQ in  a  humble  aupplkaitiKmi  which  was  addnMwad 
to  bim  the  moat  fntlifbl  of  hiia  aubieetsy  hia  bemj  again 
saw  a  oonapiiacj  of  the  btyfarB^  of  whieh  l^e  eldest  hia 
i&iiee  aons,  and  the  onljr  one  wha  waa  citable  of  aneceediiig 
him,  wcaa  to  be  the  leadtar:  Ixam^orlied  with  rage^  l^e  iaa£ 
SMftftUed  to  the  earlhy  witk  a  mortal  blow  &wl  hia  iioiip 
boandatafiE^tbn  hqpeof  lBa3»ee9ta«s|psre  InaaelfaooiL  after 
ooiunmied  1^  regret  without  WDora^  and  giTing 
avdors  iarmw  axeGbtions. 


CHAPXEB  XIV. 

XAimna  ajtd  coksition  of  the  bttsbiajts  isr  xhi 

eisrKairrH  cestu'b.y, 

^Bbbow  we  pass  from  the  contemplation  of  Ivan's  reign  of 
tamor  to  that  of  the  ninetand^twenty  wretched  years  which 
formed  its  appropriate  sequel,  we  may  pause  to  glance  at 
tiie  moral  aspect  of  the  Eusaians  at  that  ^ocli. 

Despotism  aad  servitude  are  deeply  rooted  in  [Russia. 
There  is  always  a  principal  cause  of  the  distinctive  character 
ef  a  nation.  The  benent  which  results  from  an  institution 
always  leads  tho  people  to  adopt  its  spirit,  to  malie  a  bad 
use  of  it,  or  conform  to  its  abuses.  Spain  was  subjugated 
by  a  hostile  religion ;  it  was  by  religion  that  Spain  achieved 
its  liberation,  and  fanaticism  still  rules  in  Spain.  A  foreign 
despotism,  that  of  united  Central  Asia,  fettered  Eussia, 
which  was  enfeebled  by  anarchy ;  it  was  by  the  concentratioii 
of  power  that  Bussia  recovered  its  independence,  and,  theaoQ, 

*  ■•  • 
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flespofism  establishad  itself  in  iiussia,  without  eBCOuntering 

any  obstacle. 

But  there  are  other  particular  causes  of  despotism  in  that 
empire.  Extensiou  and  want  of  population  are  hostile  to  the 
compactness  of  the  mass;  in  conj unction  with  the  climate, 
they  hinder  largo  and  contmuous  assemblages ;  they  render 
men  conscious  of  the  weakness  caused  by  being  insulated ; 
they  perpetuate  bUnd  and  credulous  ignorance,  by  cutting 
oti'  the  communication  of  ideas;  they  confine  observation 
vdthin  narrow  limits,  and  thus  the  judgment  cannot  be 
exercised  for  want  of  objects  of  compa,nson ;  and  the  result 
is,  the  existence  of  only  a  scanty  number  of  ideas,  which, 
however,  ha?e  a  stronger  hold  on  the  mind,  from  the  habit 
of  constant  recurrence  to  them.  Thus  the  Russians  of  that 
period,  having  none  of  those  connexions  which  eDlij^hten, 
were  unable  to  form  for  themselves  a  public  opinion  ;  they 
were  obliged  to  take  it  from  the  court  of  the  ( J  i  and- Prince  ; 
there  was  their  oracle,  their  despot.  All  these  causes,  so 
fayourable  to  despotism,  had,  from,  immemorial  time,  destined 
4he  Russians  to  slayery. 

Afier  what  has  been  already  said,  it  will  excite  little 
astonishment  that  the  Russians  of  those  days  were  iuclmed 
to  dissimulation.  They  had  been  led  to  it  by  long  servitude, 
and  by  the  practice  of  concealing  what  they  had  gained,  that 
it  might  not  be  wrested  firom  them  bv  their  masters.  They 
were  selfi^li  and  cheating,  because  they  were  poor,  because 
the  major  part  of  them  liad  to  purchj^  their  liberty,  and 
because  ail  means  ap]i eared  good  by  which  they  could  obtain 
wherewithal  to  acquire  so  natural  a  right.  The  prif^Rt?,  the 
only  teachers  of  that  age,  were  too  coarse-minded  to  inspire 
morahty.  Tlie  people,  therefore,  had  no  education,  not  even 
that  which  example  affords ;  tor  the  nobles,  at  all  times  the 
models  of  the  people,  being  surrounded,  even  from  their 
cradles,  by  slaves,  were  not  more  civilised  than  the  reat. 

To  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the  ignorance  of  the  Kussiana 
under  Ivan  IV.,  wo  must  see  them  seriously  entertaining  the 
idea  that,  because,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  traders  came  to 
St.  'N'icholas  and  to  Archangel  to  purchase  their  grain,  tim- 
ber, hemp,  and  caviare,  the  re  tore  their  country  was  the  gra* 
nary  and  the  dockyard  of  Europe,  and  that,  without  their 
aid|  the  Europeans  would  die  of  hujdger  isad  «f  ookl !  We 
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]nust  al^o  see  them  imagining  themselYCS  the  best-informed 
people  on  earth,  at  the  moment  when  astronomy,  anatomy, 
and  most  of  the  sciences  appeared  to  them  to  be  diabolical 
arts ;  when  not  even  three  of  their  priests  knew  Greek ; 
when  their  only  mode  of  reckoninj^  was  by  balls  sLrung  upon 
strings ;  and  when  tlie  ^kins  of  beasts  were  still  their  current 
money !  It  was  liere  that  a  noble  substituted  in  place  of 
Limself  one  of  his  servants,  to  receive  the  corporal  chastise- 
ment a^^a^ded  to  perjury;  and  that,  in  the  presence  of  tho 
czar,  and  even  to  himself,  persons  could  venture  to  say 
"  Thou  liest,"  without  conceiving  that  they  were  offering  an 
insult ;  for  insults  were  punished  by  fines,  blows,  and  banish- 
ment; indicial  duels  had  not  yet  introduced  those  other 
duels,  whicli  honour  elsewhere  reqnired.  The  latter,  t  ven 
between  foreigners  in  iiusaiay  were  punished  aa  capital 
offences. 

Por  such  rude  beings  the  penalties  were  equally  rude, 
and,  as  mannc^rs  and  honour  had  no  influence,  the  ]Hmish- 
ments  were  horrible.  Peculation  was  pimiahed  by  whipping 
and  public  branding ;  but  from  the  hands  of  the  executioner 
the  criminal  returned  to  his  oflace ;  this  dishonoured  the 
office,  and  divested  the  punishment  of  diahonour ;  or,  rather, 
it  implies  a  general  want  of  honour. 

The  custom  of  the  Grrand- Princes  choosing  their  consorts 
from  among  the  collected  daughters  of  the  nobility;  the 
slavery  of  prisoners  of  war ;  the  long  afternoon  slumbers ; 
the  taste  for  plumpness  of  person ;  the  dead  silence  in  the 
presence  of  the  czar, — so  dead,  that,  a  foreigner  tells  us,  if 
the  eyes  wm  closed  in  the  midst  of  the  most  numerous 
court,  the  spectator  might  have  supposed  himself  in  a  desert ; 
the  bazaars  j  the  practice  of  boxing  ;*  the  hiring  of  mourners 
at  funerals ;  the  length  of  the  vestments,  which  is  suitable 
to  Asiatics,  whose  mild  climate  invites  them  to  an  indolence 
that  is  favoured  by  this  mode  of  dress ;  the  long  beards ;  the 
monkish  habit  which  Ivan,  as  veil  as  several  of  his  predeces* 
sors,  assumed  in  their  dying  moments ;  and,  lastly,  the  com* 
position  of  its  court,  at  once  so  unpolished  and  so  sump- 

*  The  Russians  were  formerly  as  renowned  for  pugilism  as  the 
English  have  been  in  later  times.  The  practice  was  encouraged  by  the 
gorernment,  at  tending  to  keep  up  the  courage  of  tbe  people  and 
harden  them  to  bear  pain. 
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tuous;  all  this  proves  that  this  nation  had  borrowed  from 
the  Greeks  and  Tatars  only  that  which  was  most  easily 
acquired — iisagess,  prejudices,  and  vices. 

These  same  usages  excluded  women  from  society.  Like 
the  Greek  and  Oriental,  woni(  n  lived  retired  in  a  separate 

Eortion  of  the  house  ;  they  had  no  authority  in  the  house- 
old  ;  their  sole  occupation  was  to  spin  and  sew.  This 
seclusion  of  the  sex  may  account  for  the  unnatural  lusts 
which  marked  another  point  of  conformity  between  the 
manners  of  the  Tfcussians  and  those  of  the  Greeks.  There 
existed  at  tliat  period  no  such  thing  as  society,  at  least  in 
our  acceptation  of  the  word;  for  women,  its  connecting 
link,  were  banished  from  it.  But,  as  readinu;  and  -^T-iting 
were  unknown,  there  was  a  necessity  for  communicating  by 
word  of  month.  Every  day,  at  noon,  therefore,  the  people 
met  in  the  public  sqiinres:  it  was  there  that  business  was 
transacted,  that  intelligence  was  spread,  and  that  the  eduea- 
tion  of  youth  was  completed.  This  custom,  also,  the  uneasy 
tyranny  of  Ivan  IV.  destroyed.  He  secretly  introduced  into 
these  meetings  his  nefarious  inforiners.  JH  tbre  the  reign 
of  this  maniac,  the  Kussiana  were  aecastonied  to  say,  "If  I 
"break  my  word,  may  shame  lie  my  portion."  "But  the 
monster  extinLniished  the  few  remaining  sparks  of  the  rude 
honour  ot  the  days  of  old.* 

Thus  everything  in  Eussian  history  brings  us  back  to  the 
history  of  despotism.  By  a  horrible  consequence  of  the 
principle  of  this  hateful  government,  it  was  an  established 
rule,  that  all  the  individuals  of  a  family  were  involved  in  the 
punishment  of  a  single  member  of  it.  By  another  conse- 
quence, every  subject  who  went  beyond  the  frontier,  became 
a  traitor,  who  was  daring  to  remove  himself  out  of  reach  of 
the  prince — out  of  the  sphere  of  that  terror  which  was  the 
inspiring  soul  of  the  government ;  he  was  a  fugitive  slave,  a 
rebel !  N&j,  much  more  than  that ;  for  was  not  his  (quitting 
that  sacred  territory  an  offence  against  his  God,  since  he 
then  breathed  the  infection  of  those  hostile  reU^ons  hj 
which  Eussia  was  surrounded,  and  mingled  with  miscreants 
whose  mere  touch  was  contttminatioii  P 

*  Mkoj  writers  have  lepeated  the  emDeoiis  statement  that  there 
is  no  word  in  the  Bussian  language  to  signify  honour.  Both  the 
word  and  the  idea  aie  indigenoiii  in  Bnsaias  the  taner  is  TdM, 
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Eelip^oiia  Buperstition,  and  tkc  superstition  of  power,  were 
therefore  the  public  opinion  of  that  age;  it  drove  back  into 
the  bouiids  ot  despotism  every  one  who  wished  to  qiiit  them; 
there  wns  no  asylum  from  it;^  it  was  all-present.  A  father 
wa.ci  a8  ilL'spotic  in  his  wooden  hut  as  the  czar  in  the  empire. 
The  fetter  was  general ;  and,  from  the  great  to  the  small, 
from  the  grandsire  to  his  latest  bom  descendant,  all  formed 
one  vast,  connected  chain  of  tyrants  and  of  slaves. 

There  was,  in  fact,  a  law  which  allowed  fathers  to  scourge 
their  childien  with  rods,  and  to  sell  them  four  timesw  The 
children  were,  therefore,  the  slaves  of  their  fathers.  Each 
being  was  born  a  slave ;  slavery  showed  itself  everywhere. 
Tba  ^Russian  wives  were  more  enslaved  than  the  .Asiatic; 
their  slavery,  no  doubt,  was  less  strict,  but  it  was  more  bar- 
barous :  no  law  protected  them  from  the  violence  of  their 
huflbands,  who,  like  savns^es,  often  put  in  force  against  them 
the  Hght  of  tiie  stronr^^'st,  as  the  caprice  of  temper,  or  pas- 
sion, or  drunk (11110 ss  inspired  them.  It  is  even  said  that 
Russian  wives  were  unhappy  if  their  husbands  never  beat 
them:  it  seems  they  welcome  ill-iisag©^  as  proof  tbftt  ishffi^ 
If&ce  not  refifiircled  with  mditiierf m  o. 

In  the  Tiurfsian  laws  of  that  epoch,  against  wives  who  mnr- 
dered  I  hrir  husbands,  we  find  the  same  cruelty  that  marked 
the  Iv nnian  laws  against  slaves  who  killed  their  masters. 
Similarity  of  situation  indneed  similarity  of  precaution.  The 
culprit  was  buried  alive  up  to  the  nock,  nnr]  a  cId'-o  2:uaird 
was  set  round  lier  to  see  that  no  one  rsupplied  her  with  food, 
or  the  means  of  ending  her  suflerirn;s.  In  this  state  of 
torture  sonio  have  beeu  known  to  linger  a  week  beiimra  they 
were  released  by  denth. 

From  the  slavery  of  tiie  women  may  be  inferred  that  of 
the  men^  ibr  the  aiavexy  of  tha  one  sex  unijiies  ihaJt  of  tbe 
other. 

Another  law  nuthorised  persons  to  sell  themselves.  All 
those  who  wore  ruined  by  the  civil  wars,  and  by  the  Tatar.-, 
were,  in  truth,  inuk  r  tlie  imperious  necessity  of  selling  tlicm- 
seives,  in  order  to  subsist.  Yet  this  law,  wliile  it  proves 
slavery,  proves  also  a  sort  of  liberty ;  for  a  man  must  have 
possessed  lus  liberty  beibre  be  could  be  able  thus  to  dispose 
of  it. 

NoWy  Amid     be  toUy '  *  Them  mtUk  a  coniitry  in  wUeb 
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prisoners  of  war  aro  slaves ;  wliere  insolvent  debtors  are 
given  to  their  creditors  ;  where  the  poor  man  may  sell  him- 
self to  tlio  rick;  and  where  fathers  have  the  right  of  selling 
their  children  three  or  foui*  times ;  to  which  must  be  added, 
that  only  one  clatis  there  can  possess  landed  property,  which 
class  is,  hj  its  nature,  by  usage,  and  by  necessity,  devoted 
to  the  prolesbion  of  arms;"  should  we  not  conclude  that, 
within  a  given  hipse  of  time,  such  a  country  must  be  com- 
poaed  of  oiiiy  nobles  and  serfs  ?  And  if  it  should  be  replied, 
that  such  a  country  existed,  and  that,  nevertheless,  during 
iiix  centuries,  it  had  always  a  third  estate,  could  we  doubt 
that  the  vague  exidtence  of  that  order  must  have  been  in- 
(iebted  for  its  preservation  to  local  circumstances,  to  the 
interests  of  the  princes,  to  the  weakness  of  the  nobles,  and 
to  the  system  of  bindiiig  the  sImb  to  iha  soil  not  haviiig 
been  yet  introduced  ? 

In  fact,  this  people,  originally  free,  by  its  division  into 
tribes,  till  towards  the  end  of  the  ninth  century,  was  also 
free  in  tlie  time  of  Vladmur  the  Great,  by  its  being  united  in 
citiofcj,  of  which  several  were  commercial ;  by  the  enormous 
extent  of  the  country,  and  the  small  number  of  conquerors  ; 
and  because  the  Varangian  leaders  had  not  conquered  with 
the  view  of  plunderinp^  and  proceediiiij;  onward,  but  to  esta- 
biiah  themselves,  and  in  many  cities,  as  in  Novgorod,  it  wa^ 
as  allies  and  protectors  that  they  were  received. 

We  know,  also,  that  in  many  of  those  cities  the  advantage 
of  civilisation  was  on  the  side  of  the  vanquished.  Besides, 
by  the  simple  manners  of  those  times,  the  prince  and  his 
subjects  were  on  numerous  occasions  brought  in  contact  with 
eacii  other;  as  at  common  festivals,  the  public  repasts,  to 
which  all  were  admitted,  and  the  deliberations,  in  which  all 
bore  a  part,  because  all  had  an  interest  in  them.  The  traders 
were  held  in  estimation  there  ;  for,  in  a  country  without 
industry,  and  without  any  means  of  communication,  thej 
were  the  great  connecting  link,  especially  with  foreigners,  it 
was,  besides,  neeessars^  to  have  recourse  to  them  for  every- 
thing  that  was  wanting ;  accortlingly,  they  always  constituted 
n  body  in  the  state.  We  see  them  appearing  prommentiy  in 
treaties,  in  elections,  m  the  assemblies  of  the  cities,  in  those 
of  the  nation  even :  they  were  indispensable,  in  c(maGqp^V£Si 
of  their  numbersi  their  coimexioiis,  and  their  wealth. 
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We  h&ve  remarked  the  duration,  for  biz  centuries,  of  the 
warlike  and  commercial  republic  of  Novgorod.  Fskofy  the 
paramount  ruler  of  twelve  cities,  and  Viatka,weie  equaOjfree; 
it  even  appears  that,  like  tlicm,  each  city  that  was  founded 
before  the  Tatar  dominion,  liad  its  boyars,  denominated 
Uoyars  of  tlie  Commons  ;  its  tyssiatchsky,  a  military  leader 
appointed  by  tlie  citizens,  taking  precedence  of  all  the  boyars 
of  the  princes,  and  even  of  those  of  the  Grand-Princes ;  lastly, 
its  trial  by  jury  ;  and,  above  all,  its  vetche-bell,  or  assembling 
of  the  people  ;  the  voice  of  the  supreme  national  power,  often 
fcedilious,  and  always  dear  to  the  Slavonians.  By  an  ancient 
law  of  Pskof,  the  husbandmen  of  its  territory  were  consti- 
tuted, in  perpetuity,  its  tributaries  and  labourers  ;  for,  with 
the  exception  of  some  odnodvortzy  (country  landholders),  it 
set  ni8  t  hat  there  were  no  landed  proprietors,  except  military 
persons,  traders,  and  citizens. 

The  peasants  of  the  lowest  class,  however,  were  not  bound 
down  to  the  soil,  but  had  the  privilege  of  hiring  themselves 
to  whom  they  pleased,  either  for  life  or  for  a  term. 

This  is  highly  worthy  of  notice ;  in  this  mainly  consists  the 
difference  between  the  feudal  times  of  the  Eussian  people  and 
those  of  the  rest  of  Europe.  The  right  of  the  strongest  was 
then  everywhere  predominant.  In  Europe,  the  nobles  having 
gained  the  upper  hand  of  the  cities  and  princes,  the  necessity 
of  some  kind  of  order  gave  rise  there  to  the  feudal  hierarchy, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  of  the  country  were 
slaves.  Among  the  Russians,  the  princes  having  remained 
masters  of  powerful  cities,  and  the  country  free  irom  feudal 
manors,  the  plebeians  were  protected ;  there  was  no  bondage 
to  the  soil,  no  serfs,  but  farmers  and  hired  servants ;  and  in 
cities,  a  tribunal  to  make  their  contracts  be  respected. 

Now,  from  the  liberty  and  the  protection  afforded  by  the 
cities,  we  must  conclude,  that  the  peasants  continually  de- 
serted their  iieids,  where  they  were  at  the  mercy  of  all  the 
individuals  of  the  military  class,  to  be  hired  in  the  cities, 
and  to  seek  their  fortime  there ;  that,  consequently,  those 
cities  were  exceediui;ly  populous,  and  were  sometimes  sum- 
moned to  the  councils  and  elections  of  princes ;  and  that, 
in  the  commercial  cities  especially,  the  commercial  claps  must 
have  often  enjoyed  the  pre-eminence.   How,  then,  happened 
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it  that  liberty  was  not  tlio  result?  for,  ia  all  ages,  cities  have 
been  its  cradle  and  its  asylum. 

Too  far  apart  from  each  other  in  tlnit  innnenso  space,  they 
acted  \Nithout  concert :  when  we  are  speaking  of  Russia,  the 
words  distance^  extension,  dispersion^  perpetually  present 
themselves,  and  are  always  applicable.  Besides,  the  country 
being  in  general  extremely  flat,  it  aflbrds  few  of  those  dobi- 
tions  of  difficult  access  in  which  liberty  delights.  Those 
cities,  with  their  ramparts  of  earth  and  resinous  timber,  could 
not  have  been  very  secure  places  of  refuge.  In  the  thirteenth 
century,  we  see  them  almost  all  burned  by  the  Tatars ;  again, 
under  Ivan  IV.,  most  of  those  which  the  Poles  besieged  they 
compelled  to  surrender  by  settiDg  fire  to  their  ramparts. 
Such  cities,  strong  enough  against  the  nobles,  were  weak 
against  their  princes,  and  could  not  subsist  without  them. 

It  must  be  remembered,  that  the  great  number  of  those 

Erinces,  and  the  scardty  of  cities,  had  caused  each  of  the 
itter  to  become  an  appoiuigey  and  that  the  faithful  band  by 
which  each  appanagea  prince  was  surrounded,  composed  for 
him  a  permanent  and  formidable  body-guard.  Could  the 
municipal  goyemment  long  subsist  in  the  presence  of  those 

princes  ? 

Add  to  this,  a  perpetual  state  of  hostilifyy  and  the  continual 
danger  to  which  each  city  was  exposed  \  whence  originated 
the  preponderance  of  the  military  government,  which,  next 
to  the  theocratic^  is  the  most  absolute  of  all.  Hence  resulted 
the  loss  of  their  piimitiTe  liberty  to  those  cities  which  were 
not|  like  Novgorod,  rendered  secure  from  civil  wars  by  their 
power,  and  from  the  nomad  wars  by  their  northern  situation. 
Uoncentrated  in  this  great  Novgorod,  the  ancient  liberty  of 
the  Slavonians  flourished  there  for  six  centuries  and  a  half, 
in  despite  of  the  Aossian  princes,  of  their  guards,  and  of  the 
Tatars.  It  was  under  Ivan  III.  that  the  original  despotism 
of  the  Grand-Princes  of  the  £unily  of  Eurik,  reinforced  by 
the  civil  and  superstitious  despotism  derived  from  G-reece, 
inherited  also  the  savage  and  Asiatic  despotism  of  the  Tatars ; 
evetything,  even  the  great  Novgorod,  completely  sank  beneath 
and  was  levelled  under  the  weight  of  this  triple  despotism. 

At  length,  on  this  soil,  several  times  conquered  in  mass^ 
and  a  thousand  times  in  detail,  we  findy  at  the  opening  of 
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^  sbiieeiitih  MBftiiry,  after  l¥mni.y  aoAiD^  M  a  TidM 
and  the  yanquislied ;  or,  in  other  wdeda,  a  wmAn  and  cda^rea. 
Order  ejen,  the  oiilj  besurable  aide  of  mrsiimdB^  did  not  eziflt ; 
80  nui^  did  the  ciiances  of  lime  aad  of  dranmstB&ceB  decide 
ererrthing.  It  was  not  till  about  the  year  1600  that  the 
Imdage  of  the  peasant  to  the  soil  was  introduced  there,  at 
the  moment  when  it  ceased  in  the  rest  of  Europe.  Thia 
etowning  misery  it  was  necessary  to  endure,  to  escape  at 
length  from  the  chaos;  for  there  was  no  salvation  to  be 
obtained  but  by  concentratiug  all  tyrannies  into  one.  Thna 
only  could  the  army,  the  taxes — in  a  word,  all  the  means  of 
government,  be  combined  in  the  hands  which  had  the 
BtroDgost  interest  in  the  mainteiuiiice  of  order  and  of  pubHo 
tranquillity.  Tranquillity  was  the  iirst  lliin^^  needed  ;  whilst 
it  hibted,  it  must  produce  increase  ot"  ])opulation,  the  means 
of  intercourse,  kiiowledge,  wealth,  aud  all  that  natunilly  and 
inevitaldy  brings  forward  the  liberty  of  tiitj  people,  and  at 
kkit  liics  it  on  a  firm  basis. 

■  It  wab  the  usurper  Godunof,  tlien  the  prime  minister 
of  Fcodor,  son  and  successor  of  Ivan  the  Terrible,  who 
crushed  Russia  wiik  tkici  iinal  chain.*  In  a  Tery  short  tiuie, 
there  were  no  longer  even  hired  servants;  commerce  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  tiiuveii  of  the  nobles,  and  the  cities 
were  filled  witli  serfs. 

Surprise  has  been  manifested,  that,  in  this  land  of  slavery, 
bondai^M?'  to  the  soil  \\  as  so  lately  introduced  ;  but  iha  country 
having  been  rather  under  a  feudality  of  princes  than  of 
nobles,  it  munt  have  been  the  interest  of  the  princes,  against 
the  nobles,  not  to  render  them  proprietoi  s  of  their  peasunta. 
Besides,  this  institution  could  not  be  transmitted  thither  by 
the  Greeks,  who  were  unacquainted  with  it  when  the  lius- 
sians  imitated  them,  and  still  less  by  the  nomad  tribes,  when 
tbe  latter  subjugated  Eussia.  When,  however,  the  public 
and  private  interest  had  raised  and  firmly  fixed  a  single 
throne  on  the  ruins  of  the  princess  holding  appanages,  and  of 
the  higher  class  of  nobility  who  replaced  those  jjrinces,  the 
sovereign,  who  had  a  hokl  over  the  nobles  and  cities  by  their 
property,  knew  not  ho  w  to  reach  the  lower  class  of  the  eom- 
jnunity,  which  was  bo  widely  dispersed;  he  was  obiiged  to 

•  See  TatischetV-The  Law  of  1598  OT  15W  J  tbe  Edict  of  1597;— 
Karamftin,  Divof,  Weydemeyer.  , 
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render  each  proprietor  responsible  for  the  peasants  whom  he 
employed.  But  those  pro priet<»8  could  not  be  answerable 
for  men  who  had  voluntarily  entered  their  service,  nor  have 
them  forthcoming  when  the  wants  of  the  state  required 
them :  at  the  begmmng^  of  the  fifteenth  century,  we  witness 
the  paternal  adminiBtTation  of  a  prinoe  of  Tver,  attracting 
into  hja  attttea  tiiei  pmilatioa  q£  the  jieiAboasaim  pcmei^ 
paliti«iu 

ThoB,  a  contimial  fluctuation  of  the^eofle  prevented  the 
xeeruitiug  service  and  the  taxes  from  bnog  established  on  a 
fixed  basis :  with  such  mutability,  the  creation,  by  Ivan  III.^ 
eaS  tkree  hundred  thMBand  ■uberdiiate  landhoid<n%  from  the 
SMS  fi£  boyar-foUomci^  sobj^t  to  militey  amice,  aad  the 
assessment  <^  a  tax  <wi  tiurir  ploagbs,  would  hare  potodaMd 
huk  a  very  uneeitain  reault  Aoeoadingly,  imiif  afiar 
Ivan  III^  tiu»  €fannid*£nae6  ma  possessed  of  hloevj;  and 
kad  no  longer  $mj  fear  of  the  nobles,  ilt  became  his  inte* 
rest  to  introduce  the  bond^e  of  the  peasant  to  tine  acnL 
Well-informed  Bussians  add,  that  Bons  GodnBflf^  emiw* 
rassed  in  his  usurpation  by  thexMnainsof  the  gBaab  fiunitiea, 
£^  that  the  pet^  mibiiiiify  being  emions,  giaedj^  and  kaa 
miited,  would  be  mom  pUa&t ;  tiiiat  one  of  tibe  means  whidh 
lie  emplojiad  to  gain,  airar  tha  poorpn^rietors,  of  which  the 
BOkilitj  'waa  oonpoaed,  was  to  secure  to  them  the  lmsbaBlk» 
men,  of  whcmi  hitherto  the  rich  iiad  aaai^  depxived  them; 
and  that  this  wia  an  additional  cause  of  inakkig  the  pfiaaaat 
a  bond-slave  irremovable  from  the  sotl. 
.  ^LjQother  motive  is  also  a^agned  far  thia  barbaccms  inatdtu* 
tioB.  Xhe  nativea  of  the  aoMth  were  alvaja  tee;  that  cir- 
CMBtaace^  and  tibe  eikoaJbe,  drew  thither  the  peasants  of  the 
aatli.  It  appears  that  the  armies,  when  they  withdrew  from 
Eaaan  aod  Aatn^haa^  left  befai&d  them  lutmDeza  of  soldiera : 
from  fte  coneoma  of  people  to  the  cities,  from  these,  daae^ 
tioaa  er  Bugratieiia»  and  from  the  vagabond  habits  which 
paerailed,  arose  the  depepulatiaa  oi  the  ninl  diatricta^  xob*- 
bery,  and  famine.  €h»ai  etik  were  put  a  atop  to  by  a  lesser 
evil ;  bcadage  to  the  soil  rendered  the  propne£m responsible 
for  their  peaaanta,  aad  bvni^  back  tna  fatber  tor  tittsr  agii* 
ddtneal  kbovn. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

PEODOIi  I.  —  EXTINCTION  OP  THE   DTNASTT  OP   EUlilK — 
BOfiIji  GODUNOP — THE  PALSE  DMITBI. 

I^ODOB,  the  eldest  surviving  soa  of  Ivan  the  Terrible, 
succeeded  him  in  1584y  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  The 
character  of  the  new  czar  was  in  singular  contrast  with  that 
of  his  father.  Feeble  and  sickly  in  bod|^,  pliant,  timidy  and 
superstitiouslj  devout,  Feodor  would  have  been  a  sexton, 
not  a  sovereign,  had  he  been  free  to  follow  his  natural  bent, 
for  his  greatest  delight  was  to  haunt  the  churches  and  ring 
the  bells.  His  incapacity  was  so  complete  that  Ivan  had 
been  forced  to  bequeath  him,  together  with  the  autocratic 
sway  of  which  he  was  so  jealous,  to  a  council  of  boyars ;  but 
that  precaution  was  unavailing,  for  he  had  already  sealed  the 
doom  of  his  dynasty.  Ivan  did  not  perceive  that  what  had 
preserved  himself  during  hh  minority  was  the  existence  of  a 
higher  class  of  nobility.  Had  Shuiski,  the  oppressor  of  his 
childhood,  not  feared  pretensions  equal  to  his  c  wn^  he  would 
have  seised  the  crown.  In  reducmg  aU  around  him  to  one 
level,  Ivan  ovwthrew  everything  that  could  obstruct  the  de- 
signs of  a  prime  minister.  The  immense  interval  of  terror 
between  the  throne  and  the  subjects  was  a  field  open  to  the 
ambition  of  a  vizir  who  might  remain  alone  in  it  with  the 
prince.  The  members  of  Eeodor's  council  immediatel^r  con- 
tended for  that  position,  and  in  such  a  strife  the  victofT 
could  only  belong  to  the  most  craffy  and  wicked  of  them  all. 
This  was  Boris  Godunof,  the  descendant  of  a  Tatar,  and  bro- 
ther-in-law of  Eeodor,  the  last  sovereign  of  the  race  of  Eurik. 

No  man  was  fitter  than  Boris  to  become  mavor  of  the 
palace  to  that  fid/niant  monarch.  Active,  indefiitigable, 
more  enlightened  than  any  of  his  countrymen,  versed  in 
affiurs  and  in  the  knowledge  of  men,  he  possessed  all  the 
qualities  requisite  to  constitute  a  great  nunister.  He  con- 
cealed his  ambition  under  a  desk  of  pie^  and  boundless  at- 
tachment to  his  country  and  sovereign.  By  his  grave  demea^ 
Bour  and  noble  presence  lie  extorted  respect  feom  the  jealous 
boyars ;  and  when  the  czar  showed  himself  to  the  people, 
accompanied  by  his  minister,  erery  one  felt  that  it  was  not  on 
the  throne  they  were  to  look  for  the  master  of  the  empire. 
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Between  tliis  able  and  unscrupulous  man  and  the  object 
of  his  criminal  deaire,  there  stood  only  an  imbecile  czary 
ysho  could  not  live,  and  the  csar's  brother  and  sole  heir,  the 
unfortunate  Dmitri,  who  was  but  a  child.  All  othem  who 
might  compete  with  Boris  he  removed  hy  calumny,  banish- 
ment, or  ftSBaaaination  and  he  had  only  one  more  crime  to 
commit  in  order  to  grasp  the  crown.t  Having  long  medi- 
tated that  dime,  he  had  from  the  first  taken  care  to  £Msi]i- 
tate  it  by  removing  Dmitri,  Aviili  his  mother  and  his  maternal 
uncles,  to  Uglitcb,  a  town  which  Ivan  had  bestowed  as  an 
appanage  on  his  younger  son,  but  without  intending  that  it 
should  be  made  for  him  a  place  of  exile.  For  a  whue  Boris 
entertained  the  design  of  bastardising  Dmitri,  on  the  ground 
tlutt  he  was  the  son  of  Ivan's  seventh  wife,  such  a  mwm 
being  oontraiy  to  the  canons  of  the  Church.  A  third 
marriage  was  with  difficulty  permitted,  but  a  fourth  was 
absolutely  Toid  as  condemned  by  reli^on.  Boris  forbade 
that  Dnutri  should  be  prayed  for,  or  his  name  mentioned  in 
the  liturgy ;  but  afterwarcLB  he  reflected  that  the  marriage  of 
the  dowager  czaritsa;  though  really  illegal,  had  been  sano* 
tioned  or  tolerated  by  the  ecclesiastical  authorities ;  they 
could  not  annul  it  now  without  thereby  incurring  a  perilous 
loss  of  credit.  The  veiy  act  would  be  a  coufeaaion  of  shame- 
ful weakness  and  error,  and  Boris  had  too  much  need  of  the 
Church's  &T0ur  to  force  upon  it  that  hmmltati<m.  Besides, 
eyen  though  Dmitri  were  declared  illi  gitimate,  public  opinion 
would  not  the  less  continue  to  regard  him  as  the  true 
czareTitch  and  sole  successor  of  feodor.  Boris  had  recourse 
to  a  surer  expedient. 

He  began  by  exciting  odium  against  his  destined  Tietim, 

*  Boris  was  sparing  of  public  executions,  but  most  of  those  who 
incurred  his  enmity  were  poisoned  hy  domestic  traitors  or  strangled 
inpxiiOD. 

f  A  Bossian  chronicler,  who  was  certainly  not  acquainted  with  the 

legends  of  Scotland,  depicts  Godunof  as  another  Macbeth,  urged  to 
crime  by  the  predictions  of  soothsayers.  "He  assembled  several 
soothsayers  or  astrologers,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  and  desired  them 
to  cast  his  horoicope.  Their  answer  to  him  was,  *  The  crovm  is  thy 
destiny/  But  then  they  were  raddenly  mntet  at  if  dismayed  by  irhA 
they  foresaw  besides.  Boris  insisted  on  their  completing  their  predic- 
tion, and  they  told  him  he  should  reign,  but  only  for  seven  years. 
He  embraced  them  in  a  transport  of  joy,  exclaiming:  '  Though  it  be 
bat  for  seven  days,  no  matter,  so  I  reigu  V  " 
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by  imblisbing,  througb  the  months  of  hie  creatures,  alarming 
nports  of  the  boy's  cruel  and  perrerse  dispositioii.  It  was 
everywhere  said  openly  in  Moscow  that  the  little  czarevitch 
WS8  the  living  image  of  his  father ;  that  he  manifested  a  pre- 
codoi^  delight  in  blood  and  the  sight  of  tortures ;  and  thvt 
iiis  iwimrite  amusement  counted  in  tormenting  and  killing 
domestie  animals.  Theee  stories  were  intendod  to  insDire 
the  people  with  svernon  for  iDoiitri ;  another  wis  devised  to 
alarm  we  efindeeB.  It  was  related  that  the  eaaierit^ 
playing  on  we  ioe  one  day  with  other  ehildrBii,  gave  orden 
that  twenty  images  of  men  should  be  made  of  snsnr.  To 
WBtk  of  these  he  gave  the  name  of  one  of  the  leading  men  in 
tihe  etate,  and  the  largeat  ef  them  he  called  Bora  Godiuu^. 
Thm,  armed  with  a  wooden  sword,  he  began  to  hack  and 
hew  at  them  all.  He  cut  off  the  head  of  Godunof  s  image; 
others  he  stabbed,  or  lopped  off  iki&a  feet  and  haadsy  ei» 
claiming,  ^  That  is  what  you  dial!  Invre  when  I  am  eaar.** 
We  have  no  mens  of  judging  whether  or  not  tiiere  'was  any 
feundation  for  these  tales ;  nor  is  theqnesfcieA  xnatetial.  It 
18  enough  to  know  that  they  were  encoiuraged  by  G-odunof ; 
jbr  they  were  vepeilted  without  the  least  restraint  in  the 
capital,  where  no  man  durst  have  whispered  a  word  which 
lie  thought  oapaUe,  bf  any-ehaaee,  of  giving  offanoe  to  the 
dieaded  regent. 

When  the  minds  of  the  Bussiana  had  in  this  waf  been 
snfftciently  pillared  for  the  catastrophe,  1^  blow  was  struck. 
In  the  afternoon  tim  15th  of  Mjkj,  1591  (O.S.),  [Dmitri, 
vpho  was  then  ten  yean  dd,  was  playing  with  four  other 
boys,  his  attendants^  in  the  court-yard  of  his  palace  at 
Uglitch,  a  large  enclosure  eostabnng  several  detached  dwell- 
ings irregularly  placed.  There  were  near  him  dso  his 
ga^aatBe%  Yassilissa  Yolokha^  Ins  nuraey  and  a  aamnt* 
woman ;  but  it  seems  that  aJl  the  persons  about  him  losl 
aigfat  of  him  fbr  a  moment.  Aeconling  to  the  unsnimoua 
testimony  of  the  three  women  and  the  pages,  he  had  a  kni& 
in  his  lumd,  and  amused  himself  vrith  sticking  it  in  the 
mnndyoredttingapieeeofmad.  iShiddflnlytl^nineaasr 
mm  wtithing  on  the  ground,  batiied  in  blood.  He  had  a 
tar^e  wound  in  his  throat,  and  died  without  uttering  a  word. 
Ihe  caaritEa,  hearing  the  nurse^a  shrieks,  ran  to  the  epot, 
and  in  the  first  outburst  of  her  .fioantie  grief  aha     upon  the 
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govemesfi,  wlio  ought  to  ha,YG  watehed  the  boy,  and  beat  bar 
A  Inllet  of  imd,  accvaing  h«r  Imviiig  let  in  tiiemuv* 
dmrs  <of  Iw  son.  At  the^me  time  she  denounced  bb  tiMi 
Bssaasm  one  Mikhail  Bitiagofski,  a  creature  of  Bearii,  whom 
ikbe  ktter  had  p^Med  in  the  palace  of  Ugliteh|  jib  pajmast^ 
aad  oonirtTOUer,  or,  in  other  words,  at  a  spj  xxpan.  the 
MHstte  and  her  bvo^Mis.  Mikhail  J^agoi,  one  of  the  latfeeie^ 
^as  roused  hj  the  uproar  the  table  where  he  was 
drinking  after  dinner.  Coining  out  in  a  state  of  intoxicatioQy 
1m  io»  beat  the  goreamess,  and  gave  cn*ders  to  ring  the  toesm. 
flUie  court-jaiEd  was  inatently  thronged  with  townepeople 
^d  aervints,  who  had  hurried  to  the  spot  with  forks  And 
hatchets,  thinking  the  palace  was  on  five.  Among  the  leil^ 
gBitiagofski  aninid  with  hia  son  and  some  of  his  subordinate!. 

Sring  to  appease  the  tumult,  he  shouted  that  the  boy  had 
edhimauf  by  faUxog  onhis  knife  in  a  fit  of  epilepsy,  ta 
wliidiihewas  known  to  be  subject.  ''There  is  the  muv 
darer!"  caned  &e  ezaritza.  The  crowd  rushed  at  hiin  witti 
a^Kftdd  weapons;  he  fied  to  one  of  the  honaeain  the-o(raEU 
9wrd,  and  baxred  Umaalf  in;  but  in  a  mooient  the  door  waa 
waken  ofm,  and  ke  :and  hia  aon  wese  massacred.  Ereij 
Me  who  TianicDad  to  aay  a  woid  in  his  behalf^  or  who  waa 
iooavn  to  belong  to  him,  waa  hacked  to  paecea.  The  goTor* 
aeaa  lagr  bathed  in  hkn^  and  half  lifeleeay  on  the  gronufl^ 
wH^i  biaie  head  and  diaheveiled  hair,  for  the  aemnta  of  the 
Nagoie  had  torn  off  her  cap,  thna  inflioting  on  her  whaiti  in 
the  aatkaoiiion  of  the  ItaiaianB  of  thoao  di^  waa  a  mosa 
^joominioiia  ootiage  than  the  Uowa  ahe  had  leeeiTed.  One 
mher  Bevfii  nicikad  up  her  capi,  and  pat  it  an  her  head;  he 
ma  inrtaotljr  mnrdered  for  his  eompaaaion.  The  fiantia 
rndtitade,  a&L  hm^ing  down  and  slaying  iseBh  vietiaM^ 
<saKned  the  bleeding  come  of  tiie  oBamiteh  to  the  nelgfa.* 
(bouring  cfanach,  wheve  I&miaL  Ydokho:^  the  goTemeBa'a  aoiii 
wiaa  Baodfioed  boibre  it,  imder  hia  motiber'a  eyea.  He  waa 
loiown  to  be  ccmneoted  witii  BitiagofgJd;  and  that  waa 
.deeoied  proof  enongh  that  he  waa  hia  aoeomnliee.  The 
frieata  of  the  daoirdh  with  great  difficuKy  reaeued  Yassiliasa 
aod  Eitiagofski'a  daug^htera  from  the  hands  of  the  aiobr,  but 
tber  ivere  all-isnpiaBaaed  onder  eloae  guard  in  me  of  the 
Maiings  belonging  to  the  cathedral. 
.  ^ua  &r  the  fteta  we  haire  rdated  appear  unquestionably 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


I 


160  ni8T0BT  OF  BT78»U..  [OK.  XT. 

authentic;  popular  rumours,  collected  and  Intensified  by 
chromclers  who  wrote  long  after  the  death  of  Dmitri,  have 
added  to  them  a  great  number  of  details,  palpably  ficti- 
tious, and  all  assuming  the  character  of  direct  proof  of 
Godunors  guilt.  The  real  evidence  against  him  is  by  no 
means  so  complete,  and  is  only  sufficient  to  establish  a  very 
strong  probability.  'Nov  was  the  case  rendered  less  obscure 
by  the  result  of  a  mock  inquest  held  at  TJglitch,  by  order  of 
Boris,  four  days  after  Dmitri's  death.  The  two  grandees 
who  were  deputed  to  investigate  the  matter  were  Andrew 
Elechnin,  notoriously  one  of  Godunofs  creatures,  and  prince 
Yassili  Shuiski,  who  passed  for  his  enemy.  Shuiski's  eider 
brother  Andrew  had  been  put  to  death  by  the  regent^  and 
he  himself  had  been  for  some  years  in  msgrace.  But  he 
and  his  younger  brother  Dmitri  had  already  been  per- 
mitted to  effect  their  reconciliation  with  Godunof,  and  the 
latter  had  given  his  sister-in-law  in  marriage  to  Dmitri. 
The  regent  knew  Yassili  well,  and  was  not  deceived  in  the 
choice  he  made  of  him,  whilst  at  the  same  time  it  seemed  to 
testify  entire  freedom  firam  fear  and  partiality  on  his  own 
part.^  After  an  inquiry  conducted  in  secret  witiiout  anr 
examination  of  the  body,  any  comparison  of  the  wound  with 
the  weapon  said  to  have  infiieted  it,  or  the  observance  of  any 
one  requisite  for  the  discovery  of  the  truth,  the  eommis* 
sioners  reported  that  the  czarevitch  had  died  in  the  manner 
before  declared  by  Bitia^^ofiki,  that  is  to  say,  by  a  wound 
accidentally  infiieted  on  hunself  during  a  fit  of  epilepsy. 

The  patriarch  and  the  bishops  unanimously  adopted  this 
report,  and  further  declared  that  Mikhail  Nagoi,  the  wicked 
astrologers  his  accomplices,  and  the  dtisens  of  TJglitch,  de- 
served death  for  their  treason  in  murdering  the  czar's  officers ; 
but  this,  they  added,  was  a  matter  tibat  concerned  the  secular 
jurisdiction.  A  number  of  persons  thus  prejudged  were 
put  on  their  trial  before  the  Council  of  Boyars;  the  bro* 
thers  of  the  dowager  czaritza  among  the  rest.  Some  of 
the  witnesses  deposed  that  Mikhail  and  Gregory  !N^agoi,  in 
their  fraudulent  desire  to  prove  the  murder  of  the  csarevitdiy 
had  produced  knives,  sabres,  and  other  weapons,  smeared 
with  the  blood  of  a  fowl,  and  pretended  that  tney  had  found 
them  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  massacred  at  Uglitch. 
Especially  it  was  testified  that  one  of  the  brothers  had  given 
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the  chief  magistrate  of  Uglitch  a  Tatar  dagger,  knowii  to 
"belong  to  Gregory,  with  directions  that  he  should  lay  it  on 
the  corpse  of  Bitiagofski,  or  of  one  of  his  companions.  This 
charge  was  faintly  denied  by  Gregory,  but  was  confessed  by 
Mikhail  under  torture.  SucH  a  coniession  proves  nothing ; 
the  accusation  may  have  been  true  or  false,  but  in  an^  case 
it  points  to  a  conclusion  the  reverse  of  that  for  which  it  was 
adduced.  It  curiously  supplies  that  capital  omission  in  the 
inquest  which  we  have  before  mentioned — the  comparison  of 
the  wound  with  the  weapon  said  to  have  caused  it — and  it 
corxoboiates  the  vague  but  undisputed  atateuient  that  the 
wound  was  a  large  one:  that  is  to  say,  audi  as  might  have 
been  made  by  a  sabre  or  a  Tatar  dag^  (nagauhitnc^y  which 
is  a  long,  broad-bladed,  two-edged  weapon,  but  not  by  a  littie 
knife  (nqjik)  such  as  the  czarevitch  was  represented  as  play- 
ing  with.  The  balance  of  evidence,  thereK>re,  is  against  me 
probability  that  Dmitri's  death  was  accidental. 

The  Council  of  Boyars  decided  otherwise*  The  dowager 
csaritsa  was  compelled  to  take  the  veil ;  and  her  brothers 
were  sent  to  remote  prisons.  .  The  inhabitants  of  Uglitch 
were  treated  as  rebels  with  atrocious  severity.  More  than 
two  hundred  of  them  wm  put  to  death ;  others  had  tlieir 
tonsues  out  out  or  were  thrown  into  dungeons.  All  the  rest 
of  them  whom  terror  had  not  already  dispersed,  were  sent  to 
Siberia ;  and  a  flourishing  town  that  had  numbered  30,000 
mhabitants  was  converted  into  a  desert.  The  wrath  of  the 
regent  extended  even  to  inanimate  objects.  The  palace  of 
the  czarevitch  was  rased  to  the  ground,  and  the  church-bell 
that  had  summoned  the  inhabitants  of  Uglitch  to  rest  was 
bsnished  with  them:  According  to  Karamsin,  it  was  still  to 
be  seen,  at  the  end  of  the  last  century^  in  the  capital  of 
Siberia.  This  excessive  violence  was  no  less  impolitic  than 
inhuman;  it  confirmed  the  suspicions  it  was  intended  to 
avert.  Boris  alone  had  had  a  manifest  interest  in  the  czare* 
vitch's  deathy  and  all  men  in  their  hearts  pronounced  him 
the  murderer*.  Macbeth  stabbed  the  sleeping  ^ooms  in  his 
simulated  rage ;  just  so,  it  was  whii^erea,  Bons  had  exter* 
minated  the  witnesses  he  had  been  unable  to  suborn,  and 
had  destroyed  a  whole  city  in  order  to  efface  even  the  mute 
memorial  of  his  guilt.  Thsooeforth  the  Musoovitea  looked 
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mpon.  lam  otdy  as  an  assassin^  and  nnr  aottii^g  but  orimM 
even  in  hia  most  laudable  acts. 

Soon  adfter  the  bomUe  tfaeedj  o£  Ug^iiteh^  a  tMiendona 
fire  broke  out  in  Moscow  and  consumed  a  gveat  portum  of 
the  citj.  Boris  bad  wbole  streets  rebuilt  at  his  own  cost, 
disferiboted  succours  Bmon^f  the  victim  of  the  dinster,  nd 
eoDompted  them  tma  i»xes.  Hie  houakj  was  eagerlj  ac- 
cepted, bat  ite  yer^  recipients  secretly  aecfoeed  faim  of  baTing 
let  fire  to  the  capital,  that  he  might  create  the  (^ipoitumiy, 
ef  wUeb  beayailed  himself,  to  at&bute  ibe  deed  to  the  par* 
timnB  of  tbe  Nagoia^  wbom  be  enlgeeted  to  £Mi  perae* 
eetuma* 

Jn.  the  same  year  Kassim  Gherei,  KbM  of  Orime%  and* 
denly  inyaded  isiiBaui  witii  a  formidable  amy^  and  appealed 
vneneetedly  at  tbe  gates  cf  Moscow;  Tile  Basaiaii  eom« 
moiidBn  were  at  tiieir  wit's  end,  tbe  armj  without  oorder  c> 
efficienejr,  tbe  people  Bimk  in  belplem  despair.  When 
Aodor  was  appned  to  be  aBflwered,  with  bk  turaal  apathy, 
tibat  ^^theaamti^bomiteetedBiiasiawoQU 
Boris  alone  preaeanred  bia  pieaence  of  mind  in  thai  ealiemiirjr  > 
In  the  spaceof  afewdajsbabadMoaeiywaiiiTOQnded  wiih 
palisades  and  xedoabti^  baed  witb  anroaroBB  foiees  sad  fer* 
midaUe  artOleiy.  Hjeieammstedibeeemgeof  thetfoop, 
and  bj  bis  prodigious  aetiyitf  anpplied  all  i£at  was  wanting 
in  the  energencj.  The  Tam^  lepubed  in  a  fiitt  attiusky 
dimt  not  a&mpt  a  aeeoiid,  bntafw  aoma  dayi*  deiibefitian 
xeaoibed  to  tetirew  Their  zeteaat  became  a  ftigfatM  rout, 
and  bardlj  a  third  of  timr  immense  arm*  xeaciied  home 
again*  Boasia  was  aayed  br  BoorUy  bat  Imdor  sbme  was 
gcatefoL  Tbe  people  accoaed  tiie  regent  of  baring  called  in 
Urn  Tatsni  in  atdet/*  tbey  said,  tort  iiie  comntij'a  danger 
might  makp  ns  forget  tbe  death  of  Dmitri*** 

£a  the  following  year,  lGd2y  tbe  unfi^eotod  pregnanqr  of 
iSbe  csaritaa  Irene  was  annonxieed.  She  was  delxrered  of  a 
daughter,  and  Bona  was  immediafcelj  anspeefced  of  baring 
sabsmtnted  a  female  child  for  tbe  male  wbieh  bis  sister  bad 
broaght  fbctb*  TheinftmtUvedbnt  a  few  days,  snd  then 
ft  was  said  ha  bad  Misoned  it  The  loDg^eip^ 
of  tbo  cxar^  happen  wnen  it  might,  was  snrs  to  be  attribixfted 
to  tile  same  esose.  Bui;  (Sooinof  s  ambiteii  though  in* 
ordinate^  was  patient.  He  su&red  the  w^  Feodor  to  live ; 
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and  rei!2;Tiing  gloriously  in  bis  name,  he  purposed  to  make 
himself  indispcTisablo  to  Eussia,  so  that  when  the  throne 
should  become  vacant  he  should  be  called  to  it  by  the  una- 
ninious  voice  of  the  nation.  Especially  he  took  care  to  secure 
to  liimself  the  powerful  aid  of  the  dergy.  In  the  same 
year  in  which  he  killed  the  sole  heir  to  the  throne,  he  availed 
himself  of  the  sordid  ambition  of  a  Greek  bishop,  who  was 
become  the  slave  of  the  Turks,  to  purchase  from  him  the 
right  of  establishing  in  Eussia  a  patriarch,  who  wasdea^med, 
al  a  future  period,  to  repay  him  diadem  for  diadem. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  grandees  whom  he  could  not  deceive, 
were  either  driven  away  or  crushed  by  terror ;  the  petty 
nobles  were  gained  over  by  chaining  down  the  serfs  to  thi 
soil  in  1592  or  1593 ;  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities,  by  a  con* 
tinued  aifectation  of  popularity ;  criminals,  by  indulgence ; 
and  tha  whole  nation,  by  the  splendour  of  an  able  adminis- 
tration a]xd  policy.  Smolensk  was  fortified;  Archangel  built ; 
the  Tatars,  defeated  for  the  last  time  under  the  walk  of 
Moscow,  were  chased  back  into  their  deserts,  and  w«re  con- 
fined within  them  by  strong  places  coiistructed  around  their 
lonmts.  Other  fortresses  arose,  under  the  shadow  of  the 
Gaucasiis ;  Siberia  wia  finally  reconqua^d  bj  the  Eussian 
matmerS)  arts,  and  arms.  The  Swedes  were  driven  into 
Nam;  and  a  diplomatic  intercourse  was  opened  with  the 
European  powers.  Xdthuania,  and  even  Poland  itself,  is  said 
to  have  momentarily  consented  to  submit  to  the  sceptre 
which  was  swayed  07  Godunof.  The  spirit  of  sectarianism 
alone  appears  to  have  dissolved  this  important  union,  which 
was  then  voluntary,  but  which,  two  centuries  later,  was  to 
be  the  work  of  con^^^on. 

It  was  at  the  moment  that  the  glory  of  Boris  shone  in  its 
brightest  lustre,  that,  after  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six 
years  of  existence,  the  dynasty  of  £urik  became  extinct,  in 
the  person  of  Peodor,  its  fi%-aecond  sovereign,  and  with 
the  sixteenth  century  (1598).  Other  branches  still  existed, 
but  the  tyrsamy  of  Ivan  had  pressed  heavily  upon  all  has 
race.  So  completely  had  he  insulated  the  thnme  by  terror, 
that  none  but  tha  minister  of  that  terror  dazed  to  &apm 

The  deputies  of  Eussia  were  assembled;  let  us  listen  to 
their  annalists.  ^  The  election  begins ;  the  people  look  wp 
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to  the  nobles,  the  nobles  to  the  gnindeeBi  the  grandees  to 
the  patriarch ;  he  speaks,  he  names  Boris;  and  instantane- 
ously, and  as  one  man,  all  la-echo  that  formidable  name !" 

Godimo^  on  his  side,  grasped  mth  bo  firm  a  hand  all  the  ' 
links  of  power,  that  he  felt  a  pleasure  in  obstinately  refusing 
a  sceptre  which  he  so  ardently  desired.  The  grandees  and 
the  people  besieged  him  with  their  suppUcatians ;  he  escaped 
from  thiemi  and  took  refuge  in  a  monastery,  where  the  throng 
0f  alayes  again  fruitlessly  surrounded  him.  This  political 
farce,  which  others  of  his  kind  have  hardly  been  able  to  play 
for  a  few  minutes,  he  ventured  to  keep  up  for  more  than  a 
month.  He  knew  that,  from  the  cell  to  which  he  had  bypo- 
«ritically  retired,  a  single  breath  of  his  would  suffice  to  impel 
the  multitude  as  he  pleased* 

And  so  it  was:  people,  nobles,  priests,  all  obeyed  the 
impnlse;  he  appeared  to  direct,  by  unseen  threads,  emy 
moTement  of  those  thousands ;  always  invisible,  he  made  tiiem 
come,  or  go,  speak,  or  be  silent,  with  one  accord,  and  as  he 
willed,  as  though  they  had  been  a  single  body  of  which  he 
was  the  sofol.  To  the  walls  of  his  monastic  retreat  the  im- 
postor attracted  that  herd  of  skres,  repelled  them,  drew 
them  on  again,  without  fearing  to  disgust  them ;  nor  did  he 
yield  at  Iraigtb,  till  for  six  weeks  he  had  kept  all  Bussia  in 
suspense,  on  its  knees,  in  tears,*  and  with  clasped  hands 
holding  forth  to  him  the  relics  of  the  saints,  the  image  of  the 
Bedeemer,  to  whom  it  compared  him,  and  that  antique 
crown,  which  during  fourteen  years  he  had  coveted,  and  to- 
wards which  he  had  won  his  way  by  so  many  crimes. 

The  usurpation  of  Boris  began,  or  rather  it  continued :  it 
sustained  itself  by  dint  of  procBgalities,  idle  shows,  and  those 
striking  effects  of  charlatanism  which  have  such  influence 
over  the  minds  of  a  rude  and  ignorant  people.  The  satisfied 
tyrant  at  first  imagined  that  he  might  stop  in  tiie  career  of 
oime.  He  sought  to  enlighten  his  subjects  with  European 
knowledge;  but  this  the  priests  opposed.  Hlb  usurped 
power  was  devoid  of  independence ;  emanating  from  evi^  it 
vras  strong  only  for  purposes  of  evil  The  consdiousness  of 
his  crimes  appalled  nim ;  he  hoped  to  quiet  his  alarms  by 
new  acts  of  violence,  which  redoubled  these  alarms,  and  lie 

*  A  chroaicler  says,  tiiat  "  those  ^ho  had  no  tears  at  their  coni- 
'  maud  wetted  their  eyes  with  their  spittle."— Saramtin,  note^ 
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completed  the  demoralisation  of  eyerjthiiig  bj  tbje. dread  he 
felt  and  inspired. 

Boris  had  always  pursued  with  diabolical  art  the  policy  of 
undenniuing  the  grandees,  which  was  begun  by  Ivan  TIL 
He  had  even  improved  on  that  policy,  and  compasaed  the 
extmction  of  many  of  the  great  families  by  withholding  from 
its  members  permission  to  marry.  He  now  had  cause,  in 
common  with  all  usurpers,  to  be  doubly  mistrustful  of  those 
who  had  so  lately  been  his  own  equals ;  in  their  ruin  he  saw 
his  own  safety  :  tlieir  riches  would  enable  him  to  win  the 
petty  nobles,  whose  pretensions  could  never  come  in  compe- 
tition with  his  own ;  and  also  the  love  of  the  populace,  which 
the  majority  of  tyrants  have  sought,  and  too  often  obtained. 
Among  his  victims  may  be  remarked  the  I?o  manofs.  Being 
allied  to  tlie  Jiuriks,  they  were  the  family  which  gave  most 
uneasiness  to  the  usurper.  The  head  of  this  eminent  house 
was  preserved  from  the  punishment  of  the  axe  only  by  that 
of  the  tonsiiro.  Ere  long,  we  sliall  sec  this  monk,  after 
having  risen  to  the  primacy,  rendering  himself  ilhistrious  by 
his  patriotic  devotedness,  and  his  virtues  meriting  for  his  sou 
the  sceptre  of  an  empire  which  had  been  pieserred  bj  them 
firom  foreign  domination. 

All  was,  in  the  mean  time,  brutified  by  fear :  in  the  midst 
of  banquets,  in  the  most  peaceable  ceremonies,  the  proudest 
grandees  of  the  empire,  the  descendants  of  so  many  princes, 
on  the  least  sign  being  given  by  this  Tatar,  were  seen  to  rush, 
like  executioners,  upon  any  one  of  their  number  whom  he 
pointed  out  as  his  enemy.  Slavery  was  carried  to  its  highest 
pitch  of  intensity  by  this  usurper ;  with  that  slavery  which 
Ivan  employed  to  crush  the  princes  and  the  Eussian  re* 
public,  which  Ivan  TV.  extended  to  the  higher  class  of 
nobility  and  the  cities,  Boris  fettered  the  countiy  also,  by 
binding  down  the  peaaantry  to  the  soil.  The  mune^te 
result  disappointed  nia  e^ectations.  The  peaBfluta  fled  by 
thousands  to  escape  slavery,  and  easily  found  an  asylum  with 
proprietors  who.wanted  hands  to  cidtivate  their  estates.  A 
new  edict  was  issued  in  1597,  prescribing  the  most  vigorous 
measures  for  the  discoyary  of  fugitive  serfs.  Hence  arose  an 
iDsupportable  inquisitionf  as  hateful  to  the  landowners  as  to 
the  peasants  themselyes.  from,  that  moment,  despotism  was 
ommpresent;  eyery  yiUage,  eyeiy  honse^ had  its  des|K>tia9a 
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equally  ^vitli  the  throne,  on  wliich,  in  their  turn,  all  these 
despotisms  were  dependont.  The  Ivussian  nation  was  no 
longer  anything  but  a  liierarcliy  of  slaves.  Thenceforth, 
there  was  no  intercourse  ;  none  of  those  public  meetings  in 
which  the  youthful  part  of  society  at  least  orally  acquired 
knowledge  ;  no  compacts  to  protect  tlie  weak,  no  asylum  for 
them.  Kussia  became  sad  and  sullen:  the  minstrels,  who 
had  been  wont  to  traverse  the  country,  now  disappeared ; 
their  songs  of  war  and  the  chase,  and  even  of  love,  were 
heard  no  longer.  It  is  only  in  the  chronicles  of  the  time 
that  we  discover  the  traces  of  those  perished  manners,  those 
for^tten  songs :  on  meeting  with  them,  the  national  his- 
torian is  surprised  and  affected,  and  moumfullj  exclaims, 
that^  in  these  recollections,  the  Bussia  of  the  present  daj, 
mute  and  enslaved,  finds  but  the  image  of  an  object  which 
no  loi^;er  ezistai  the  echo  of  a  Toice  which  no  longer  TihiateB 
on  her  ear.'' 

All  these  nsupations  ai  Boris  were  not  slow  in  producing 
tiie  nataial  leinlts,  which  caused  the  tyrant  himself  to  die  of 
grief  .on  his  tottering  throne.  He  was  doomed,  in  the  first 
iplaoe,  to  witness  a  calamitous  emigration  of  the  peasants^ 
m  order  topreserre  their  freedom  among  the  Cossacks ;  then 
a  horrible  mmine;  and  shortly  after,  an  ntrocious  jae^pM^He^ 
yictorious  at  first,  but  ultimately  Tanquished.  These  were 
the  fruits  of  his  criminal  attack  upon  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  As  to  the  murder  of  Dmitri,  he  imagined  that  he 
beheld  the  shade  of  his  victim  rising  from  the  tomb,  to  take 
vengeance  upon  him.  In  condasiony  he  left  liossia  depopu- 
lated, exhausted,  laid  open  on  every  side,  and  a  prey  to  all 
the  horrors  which  arise  from  the  breaking  np  of  sodetjr- 
What  crimes^  what  tofments^  what  woes,  to  procure  a  six 
yearn'  reign  upon  a  throne  which,  two  months  after  his 
decease,  was  to  orerwhelm  his  son  in  ito  Ml ! 

The  &mine  mentioned  in  the  last  paragraph  began  in  1601 ; 
it  was  accompanied  as  usual  with  pestilmicei  and  both  conti- 
nued their  dreadful  ravages  for  three  years.  Boris  was  un- 
sparing in  his  efibrts  to  allay  the  ealamify ;  he  caused  immense 
^an  titles  of  provisions,  besides  money,  to  be  daily  distributed 
m  Moscow ;  out  the  consequence  was  that  multitudes  flocked 
firom  all  tho  provinces  to  the  cutita!,  and  the  misehief  was 
increased  by  concentrstion.  At  last  the  stete  treasury  was 
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tf  thouaandi  in  ttie  skeeto  and  Idriiwsja,  many  vitb  thm 
mao&B  fiillof  kif,  «iz»w,  or  the  fitiuaat  ofial,  idiidi  thqr 
biMlaftdeamNmd  toaat.  Moaoow  waa  become  iicitr  of  can- 
nibali.  Li  mukj  kmaea  the  fiUteat  peKaoa  vaa  Idlled  to 
mi^  as  food  for  tiie  xeat.  Fasrenls  defvowaa  ibeir  own  dut 
dren,  childten  £hmr  parents,  or  aoU  them  £^  bread.  Fetreina 
BtmBwomm,  m  ne open atreet,  tearing vitti her teeUi the 
iaah  of  a  liiiag  child  sae  earned  in  her  arrna;  and  Hargeret 
rehtea  that  four  vonan,  havmg  deoojed  s  peasant  into  their 
how  under  pretaee  of  buying  wood  from  him,  killed  him 
«ndhis  horae^  and  dragged  the  tvooaicaaei  into  theirioa-pifc* 
to  aerre  them  fbr£x>d. 

When  the  maaifidd  diaeontenia  of  the  Bnaaiana  h«d  been 
enqimted  to  the  h^heat  pitch  bj  three  yeara  of  thu  hora^ 
Yiaiiation,  and  by  l£e  ooondess  seoondaxy  efib  that  flomd 
ftom  it;  and  when  whole  empire  waa  ML  of  that  ^i^pie 
disqiiiet  which  commonly  foreruns  revolution,  a  aurprisinff 
nanoury  brought  £nom  the  frontiera  of  Lithuania^  spread 
through  all  the  provinces  with  incredible  rapidity.  The 
oiarei^h  Dmitri  had  not  been  murdered  after  all,  but  was 
alire  in  Poland !  His  cause  was  espoused  by  the  principal 
lords  of  the  republic,  and  he  was  preparing  to  assert  his  here- 
ditey  rights.  Various  account  s  represented  him  as  having 
been  previously  seen  at  different  places  in  the  ^Russian  terri- 
tory disguised  as  a  monk,  or  playing  a  distinguis]ied  part  in 
the  military  expeditions  of  the  Zaporop^uc  Cossaelvs.  These 
accounts  were  contradictory  in  several  partic-ulars,  hut  all 
agreed  as  to  the  main  point,  that  Dmitri  was  alive,  and  waii 
about  to  call  the  usurper  to  a  terrible  reckonirif;. 

About  the  middle  of  the  year  1603,  prince  Adam  Wisznio- 
wiecki,  of  Brahm,  in  Lithuania,  being  irritated  by  some  act 
of  negligence  on  the  part  of  a  young  man  who  had  uot  long 
been  in  his  service,  gave  him  a  box  on  the  ear  and  called  him 

fion  of  a  .    The  young  man  replied,  with  tears  in  his 

eyes,  "  If  you  knew  who  I  am,  prince,  you  would  not  treat 
mc  BO,  nor  call  me  by  that  name." — "  Who  are  you,  then? 
and  whence  do  you  come  ?" — "  I  am  the  cs&arevitch  Dmitri, 
son  of  Ivan  Yassilievitch."  He  then  recounted  the  paxtictt- 
*  Thfi  luiuJ  leceDticla  for  meat.  fi»h.       in  Kussia. 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


168 


mSTOBY  Of  EUSSIA. 


[cm.  XT. 


lars  of  his  miraculous  escape  from  tlio  assassin  employed  by 
Boris  Gk>dunof.  He  stated  that  his  physician,  Simou,  having 
been  tampered  with  by  Boris,  had  feigned  to  comply  with  the 
regent's  designs  against  the  life  of  the  heir-presumptive,  but 
only  that  he  might  the  more  effectually  frustrate  them.  On  the 
niffht  appointed  for  the  murder,  Simon  put  the  son  of  a  serf 
into  bis  young  master's  bed,  and  it  was  that  substituted  boy 
whom  the  murderers  despatched.  Convinced  of  the  inutility 
of  appealing  to  Peodor  against  the  minister  who  held  his 
mind  enthralled,  Simon  fled  with  Dmitri  from  TJglitch,  and 
committed  him  to  the  care  of  a  loyal  gentleman,  who  for  his 
better  protection  made  him  enter  a  monastery.  The  gentle- 
man and  the  physician  were  both  dead ;  but  in  confirmation  of 
his  story,  the  pretender  exhibited  a  Russian  seal,  bearing  the 
arms  and  tlie  name  of  the  czarevitch,  and  a  gold  cross  ado  rued 
with  jewels  of  great  value,  which  he  said  was  the  baptismal 
gift  of  his  godfather,  prince  Ivan  Mstislavski. 

This  tale,  delivered  with  great  persuasiveness  of  manner, 
found  ready  credence  ou  the  part  of  the  Polish  prince ;  the 
costly  diamond  cross  seemed  to  him  an  evidence  not  to  bo 
resisted,  fop  how  could  such  a  jewel  have  come  into  the  young 
man's  hands  if  he  were  not  really  the  czarevitch  ?  "Wisznio- 
wiecki  immediately  tendered  his  illustrious  guest  the  command 
of  his  wealth  and  influence,  presented  him  with  clothes, 
horses,  carriages,  and  a  retinue  suitable  to  his  supposed 
birth,  and  took  him  to  the  residence  of  his  brother,  prince 
Constantinc,  at  Jalojicz.  There  a  Russian  fugitive,  named 
Pietrovski,  in  the  service  of  the  clianeellor  of  Lithuania,  V0« 
luntcered  a  declaration  tlint  lie  had  formerly  been  in  attend- 
ance on  the  czarevitcli  Dmitri,  and  that  he  recognised  by 
certain  reniarkable  tokens  his  undonbtcd  identity  with  tho 
young  man  then  before  him.  Tlio  real  Dmitri,  if  alive  in 
1603,  would  liavo  been  about  twenty-two  years  old ;  that  was 
tho  apparent  age  of  the  stranger.  The  latter  had  a  wart  on 
the  forehead,  another  under  the  right  eye,  and  one  arm 
a  little  longer  than  the  other ;  and  Ivan's  son  was  said  to 
have  been  marked  in  the  very  same  way. 

There  was  an  end  to  all  doubts.  The  Polish  nobles  thronged 
to  prince  Constantino's  mansion  to  be  presented  to  the 
rightful  csar  of  all  the  Eussias,  to  offer  their  services  to 
him,  and  invite  him  to  the  most  samptuoiis  entertainments. 
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His  depoitment  was  such  as  fullj  became  his  alleged  birth. 
Perfectly  at  his  ease  among  the  noble  palatines;  gracious, 
affinble,  but  always  preserring  his  dignity,  he  accepted  their 
services  with  the  air  of  one  who  confers  a  favour,  and  with 
assurances  that  he  would  one  day  reward  them.  He  spoke 
Polish  as  wdl  as  Busaiany  perhaps  with  more  facuit;^; 
knew  a  few  words  of  Latin,  and  wrote  with  a  bold  and  rapid 
-hand,  which  was  enough  in  those  days  to  proYe  that  he  had 
received  a  liberal  education.  Moreover,  lie  was  minutely 
versed  in  the  history  of  Bussia,  and  in  the  genealogies  of  au 
the  great  fiunilies,  their  several  interests,  rivalries,  and  various 
fortunes.  In  short,  he  had  thoroughly  learned  his  part  as 
pretender,  and  played  it  admirably.  Adroitly  flattenng  the 
prejudices  of  hismitertainersi  he  led  them  to  attribute  to  him^ 
rather  than  confessed,  a  certain  partiality  for  Polish  manners 
and  usages,  and  seemed  to  set  light  by  the  institutions  of 
Bassisi  and  even  by  the  superstitions  of  the  Greek  church. 
In  fine,  and  this  was  no  small  merit  in  the  eyes  of  a  warlike 
nobility,  he  was  a  most  accomjjlished  horseman,  indefatigable 
in  field  sporl»,  and  excelled  in  all  exercises  that  required 
vigour  or  agility. 

Boris  was  not  slow  to  hear  of  the  appearance  of  this  for* 
midable  pretender  on  the  frontier,  and  the  reception  he  met 
with  in  Poland.  What  made  the  danger  more  pressing  was, 
that  whilst  the  palatines  were  feasting  the  self-styled  Dmitri, 
a  Bussian  monk,  named  Gregory,  or  Qrishka  Otrepief,  was 
going  about  aAong  the  disaffected  Don  and  Zaporogue  Cos« 
sacks  announcing  to  them  the  speedy  arrival  of  the  czarevitch, 
and  urging  them  to  take  up  arms  in  his  behalf.  Boris  made 
haste  to  get  his  rival  into  his  hands,  but  nothing  could  be 
more  injudicious  than  the  way  in  which  he  set  about  effect* 
ing  his  purpose.  In  offering  the  brothers  Wissniowiecki 
money  and  lands  if  they  would  give  up  the  impostor  to  him, 
he  took  the  surest  means  of  confirming  their  belief  that  their 
guejst  was  really  the  person  whose  name  he  assumed.^  The 
indignant  palatines  dismissed  the  agrats  of  Boris  without 
deigning  to  make  them  any  reply,  and  carried  Dmitri  for 
greater  security  into  the  interior  of  Poland,  where  he  was 
received  with  royal  honours  by  Gkk>rge  Mnissek,  palatine  of 
Sandomir,  father-in-law  of  prince  Constantine.  At  Sandomir 
another  witness  was  found  to  identify  Dmitri.  Xhis  was*  an 
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old  soldier  who  had  beea  a  prisoBer  in  Hussia,  and  who  de- 
clared tliat  lie  perfectly  recognised  in  the  adult  the  features 
of  the  child  he  had  often  seen  at  Uglitch.  But  Avhat  contri- 
buted more  than  anything  else  to  advance  the  pretender's 
fortunes  was  tlie  interest  he  had  now  excited  in  the  mind  of 
Eangoni,  the  papal  nuncio,  whose  influence  was  paramount 
with^  the  weak  and  fanatic  Sigismond,  king  of  Poland.  A 
compact  was  entered  into,  througli  the  medium  of  the  Jesuits, 
between  the  nuncio  and  Dmitri,  by  virtue  of  which  the  latter 
was  to  bring  oyer  Hussift  to  the  church  of  Some,  and  Bjmgoni 
was  to  support  him  with  all  hia  influence  in  f6land  and 
tiuroughout  Europe. 

Dmitri  now  privately  abjured  the  Greek  fieuth  in  presence 
of  the  nuncio,  and  signed  a  contract  of  marriage  with  Marina^ 
tiie  youngest  daughter  of  Mnissek,  by  which  he  settled  irpon 
heir  the  towns  of  Novgorod  and  Psko^  and  engagea  to 

Sj  her  £ither  a  million  of  Polish  florina  aa  soon  aa  he  should 
ve  ascended  the  throne.  Soon  afterwards  he  signed  an* 
other  deed,  hj  which  he  ceded  the  catj  of  Smolensk  and  all 
Serena  to  Mniszek  and  the  king  of  Poland,  to  be  divided 
between  them.  These  engagements,  aa  well  as  his  abj  uration, 
wm  to  be  kept  secret  for  the  pvesent,  and  Dmitri  continued 
mitwardly  to  observe  the  forms  of  the  Oveek  zitaaL  He  was 
next  presented  by  the  nuncio  in  a  solemn  audience  to  Sigia- 
jBondi  who  saluted  him  as  prince  of  Moscow,  aaaigned  him  a 
pension  of  ^,000  florins,  and  authorised  him  to  accept  the 
connaels  and  aenices  of  the  aubjects  of  tiie  Polish  crown." 
The  pension  was  an  iUuaorT  aid,  for  it  was  to  be  paid  hj 
Mniszek,  Sigianumd'a  neany  insolvent  debtoTy  nor  wouln 
the  king  take  up  arms  in  the  pretender's  canae  in  violation 
of  the  truce  of  twenty  years  which  had  been  concluded  with 
Bussia;  but  it  was  a  great  thing  that  he  had  recognised 
Dmitri  aa  the  xightfiil  czar,  and  had  permitted  him  to  accept 
the  eomueU  andterfrieei  of  the  Poles—that  is  to  say,  to  levy 
troops  and  prepare  an  expedition  against  Boris.  Dmitri  im« 
mediately  hastened  to  the  frontier,  and  prepared  to  enter 
Seyeria,  where  hia  OoBsack  partisans  had  alreaay  begun  boati- 
lities  against  the  government  in  their  own  desultoiy  manner. 

SV>r  a  long  time  Boris  waa  reluctant  to  appear,  by  tiie 
magnitude  of  his  preparaiiona,  to  confess  his  sense  of  impend- 
ing danger,  and  tondunportance  to  hisrival'adaima.  .Aflificting 
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to  regard  barn  irith  contempt,  be  tLougU  to  ruin  him  utterij 
in  the  opinion  of  his  PoUsh  protaetoni  and  the  Bussiam 
iieoplc  by  ideniifyiiig  him  wiHi  the  iqpoetate  monk  Giiahka 
Otnpief.  This  man,  whose  parentage  was  well  Iniown,  was 
tlie  nephew  of  a  person  high  in  the  confidence  of  Boris,  and 
was  notonotHi  for  his  profli^te  and  vagabond  life.  We  have 
already  mentioned  him  as  a  mi8sionair7  on  behalf  of  the  pr^ 
tender  among  the  OooBnclrB;  but  his  ownnaele  hmdlj  dedaved 
that  he  and  the  spuriotts  Dmitri  were  one  and  the  sameu 
TUfl  opinion  has  been  adopted  hj  Karamsin  and  most  m<^ 
dam  hiatorianB ;  Mdrtmte,  on  the  other  hand,  maintaina  tiiat 
it  rests  onlj  on  the  aasertum  of  Bona  and  his  pajftiBana»  and 
that  it  is  inconaiBteat  witii  known  fiuAs  and  dates,  as  well  as 
with  thepoaitiTetfletiiiMmyof  M^mwetandoli^ 
both  tihe  monkand  bis  aiaater.  We  Ime  aaid  that  while  the 
laltsr  WBB  lefeaUag  himaelf  to  the  Polidi  noUea,  ti&e  fbrmsr 
was  baay  among  this  Coaaadn ;  hut  thia  aeeming^j  deciaive 
&et  is  invalidated  by  a  statement  made  hj  Karwmim.  Hie 
mjB,  without  naming^hia  anthorjiTy  that  wmie  tiie  real  Otte- 
pief  was  figuring  aa  Bmitriin  Idthaania  and  Poland,  hia  con- 
ledazwfee  Leonidaa,  another  monk,  had  asanmed  the  name  he 
diacarded^  and  was  acting  aa  hb  agent  on  tiie  UkiainB. 
If  we  asanme,  with  Earamaln,  that  Otrepief  was  himaelf  the 
ftke  Itmitriy  nothing  ceidd  have  been  better  adapted  to  bis 
pur])08e  than  thia  ingenioua  artifiee ;  in  the  absence,  bowerecv 
of  any  proof  that  it  was  put  in  paactioe,  we  must  be  ocmctent 
to  leaye  the  main  qiieation  unsolved*  It  ia  a  question,  in^ 
deed,  more  enrioua  than  important^  sinoe  ika  well-anthenti- 
cited  death  of  the  real  Dmitri  leaves  ua  no  room  to  doubt 
that  the  whoever  he  waa»  who  afterwards  aasumed 

bis  name,  waa  an  impostor* 

Whilst  Boris  waa  fulminating  hia  proekmatioas,  and  tiie 
patriarch  his  anathemas  against  the  rascallr  disrobed  monk, 
tiM  apostate,  rebd,  and  magician,  who  wianed  to  introduce 
iSke  Latin  hmresy  into  Bnssia^  and  to  build  CathoUe  churches 
in  the  orthodox  land,"  the  object  of  their  inveetiive  waa  re- 
plying to  them  wilii  more  aucoesaful  rhetoric,  and  gathering 
jwemits  nndor  hia  bannm.  On  the  41st  of  October,  1604^ 
he  entered  the Bossian territory, and  marched  on  Horavsk^a 
anall  fortified  town  of  the  present  govenunent  of  Tchemigo£ 
Bis  little  fbroe  consisted  of  about  eleyen  hundred  Polish 
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lanoei  mi  tiieir  tcSkmeOf  naldiig  together  upwarib  of  tinw 
thontaad  hone^  hunared^foot  of  the  aame  naticii,  and 
soma  thomaDd  Buariaii  nlugees.  This  was  a  ray  small 
force  irith  which  to  undertake  the  oonanest  of  «  Tast  empm, 
but  it  swelled  vapidly  on  its  mareh.  Tom.  tAat  town  joy* 
fdHj  snbmitt^  to  iSmitri,  and  the  inhabitants^  along  with 
bread  and  salt,  the  customaiy  tokens  of  allegianos^  brought 
him  their  govemors  and  other  officers  set  over  them  by  Boni^ 
and  put  them  bonnd  and  gagged  into  his  hands.  Dmifxi 
liberated  all  these  prisoners,  and  treated  them  in  a  manner 
not  less  politic  than  humane.  Many  other  functionaries 
voluntarily  deserted  to  him,  and  it  was  not  until  he  arriyed, 
on  the  23rd  of  November,  before  tho  walls  of  Novgorod- 
Severski  that  he  saw  the  face  of  an  enemjr.  Peter  Basmanof 
had  thrown  himself  into  that  town  with  a  corps  of  five 
hundred  strelitz  from  Moscow,  had  set  fire  to  the  lower  town, 
and  retired  into  the  citadel.  A  flag  was  sent  to  summon  him 
to  surrender  in  the  name  of  the  Cz  iir  nil  d  Grand- Prince 
Dmitri.  Standing  on  tho  ramparts  with  a  lighted  match  in 
his  hand  he  replied  to  tlio  envoy  :  "  The  Grand-Prince  and 
Czar  is  at  Moscow,  and  your  Dmitri  is  a  robber  wlio  shall  be 
impaled,  and  his  accomplices  with  him.  Be  oil'  if  you  value 
your  life.**  Kepeated  efforts  were  made  to  suborn  Basmanof, 
but  all  in  vain  ;  an  attempt  was  made  to  storm  the  fortress, 
and  was  repulsed;  three  weeks  were  spent  hj  the  Polish 
engineers  in  preparing  means  for  burning  the  palisades  which 
their  cannons  were  too  light  to  destroy;  buttiie  garrison  waa 
aware  of  the  project,  and  encountered  it  with  sucn  spirit  that 
the  besiegers  were  forced  to  abandon  it.  Their  losses  were 
considerable  ;  their  supplies  were  wasting  away,  and  this  long 
delaj  before  a  petty  fortress  spread  discouragement  amongst 
Dmitri*8  troops,  and  gave  time  to  those  oi'  Boris  to  muster 
and  advance. 

Dmitri  alone  did  not  share  the  despondency  of  his  fol- 
lowers, and  his  steadfastness  was  soon  rewarded  by  an  un- 
expected piece  of  good  fortune.  A  train  of  waggons  loaded 
with  casks  of  honey  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  partisans,  and 
in  these  casks  was  found  a  sum  of  80,000  ducats,  which  Boris 
was  sending  to  the  commandants  of  the  towns  that  still  ad- 
hered to  him.  At  the  same  time  the  important  fortress  of 
Putivie  declared  in  favour  of  Dmitri ;  and  in  less  than  three 
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dajB  tilis  example  was  followed  by  Eylak,  8ie?aky  Yoroncje^ 
and  forfy  other.placea  of  more  or  less  Btreiig&.  ^Ehe.  siege  of 
Novgorod  was  now  pxoseoated  with  lenewed  spirit,  though 
witii  no  madbed  aaocess.  Basmano^  howerer,  oeing  awaie 
tlutt  an  annj  was  on  its  maroh  from  Moscow,  adroitij  eon- 
duded  a  trace  of  a  foriinight,  engaging  to  amvender  at  the 
end  of  that  time  if  he  was  not  sacconieii 

Gtodcmof  probably  now  perceived  the  error  he  had  com- 
mitted in  a£»cting  to  despise  the  '^rascally  monk  the  con- 
stroction  put  by  &e  people  and  the  soldiery  upon  his  conduct 
had  been  the  rererse  of  that  on  which  he  had  calculated;  for 
their  belief  was,  that  Gtodunof  was  really  afraid  to  oppose  the 
true  son  of  lTan»  Boris  might  still  have  repaired  this  first 
error  if  he  had  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  troops  and 
marched  in  person  against  the  imposter.  But  his  health  was 
broten;  he  was  no  longer  the  man  who,  as  recent,  had  in- 
spired the  drooping  h&utB  of  the  Bussians  with  his  own 
courage,  luid  sated  lioscow  fiom  the  Tatar  invaders.  As  if 
his  ccnrnrd  consdence  would  not  suffer  him  to  march  even 
against  the  shade  of  Dmitri,  he  committed  his  £artunes  to 
the  hands  of  the  hoyars  whom  he  suspected;  and  while  he 
issued  tihe  most  peremptory  orders  that  all  who  were  capable 
of  bearing  arms  should  repair  with  all  speed  to  Brisnsk,  he 
seemed  himself  afraid  to  quit  the  capital  B^  the  utmost 
exertion  of  his  authority,  and  a  rigorous  inquisition  backed 
by  confiscations  and  the  knout,  fi%  thousand  men  were 
brought  together  at  Briansk  in  the  course  of  fax.  weeks.  In 
1598  a  leas  space  of  time  had  sufficed  to  assemble  half  a 
million  of  fighting  men  at  the  mere  word  of  a  still  popilar 
czar. 

On  the  26th  and  28th  of  December  there  was  some  Bkirmish- 
ing  between  the  outposts,  but  neither  Dmitri  nor  Mstislavski, 
Qodunors  general,  was  in  haste  to  bring  on  a  general  action. 
The  formisr  expected  to  see  the  hostile  army  pass  over  to  him 
e»  mme;  ana  the  latter  thought  that  the  enemy,  who  were 
hardly  fifteen  thousand  strong,  would  disperse  without  figbt- 
ing.  Neither -expectation  being  fulfilled,  Dmitri  marched  out 
of  his  entrenched  C8m{>  at  daybreak  on  the  31st,  and  daringly 
took  up  his  position  in  orcler  of  battle  in  an  open  plaiii, 
extremely  unfavourable  to  an  army  so  inferior  in  numbers, 
liis  principal  force  consisted  of  six  or  heven  liuudred  Polish 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


174  HISTOBX  Of  BUS8IA. 


knights  cased  in  complete  mail,  and  their  pocholikiy  or 
esquires,  who  were  armed  almost  as  well  as  their  masters. 
Putting  himself  at  the  head  of  this  choice  corps,  jDmitri 
liarangued  hia  soldiers  with  inspiring  energy.  Almighty 
God  !**  he  cried  aloud,  "  if  iny  cause  is  unjust,  may  thy  wrath 
fall  on  me  alone !  But  thou  knowest  my  right,  and  will  make 
my  arm  invincible !"  He  then  gave  the  word  to  charge.  Tho 
E^UBsian  right  wing  was  broken  at  the  first  shock  by  the 
Polieh  lancers,  and  driven  in  upon  the  centre  ;  the  whole 
Muscovite  army  was  disordered,  and  tlie  soldiers  fied,  throw- 
ing down  their  arms  and  shouting,  "  The  czarevitch !  the 
czarevitch  I"  Prince  Mstislavski,  a  bravo  eoldler  though  a 
bad  general,  strove  in  vain  to  rally  hia  dismayed  cavalry,  who 
sought  to  excuse  their  disgrace  by  imputing  their  own  feara 
to  their  horses,  saying  tluit  the  latter  were  afraid  to  face  the 
Poles^  for  they  looked  like  a  troop  of  wild  beasts,  every  man 
of  them  having  a  shaggy  bearskin  over  his  armour.  Mstis- 
lavski fell  from  bis  horse,  bleeding  tVom  lli'teen  wounds,  and 
was  with  difficulty  rescued  and  borne  off  from  the  field.  If 
Dmitri  had  followed  up  his  adyantago,  tlie  route  of  the 
Muscovites  would  haye  been  complete ;  but,  meanwluh:", 
Basmanof  made  a  sortie,  and  set  fire  to  the  eamj).  Dmitri 
was  oblii^ed  to  put  an  end  to  the  battle  in  order  to  repel  tins 

attack,  and  Grodunof 's  generals  were  enabled  to  eliect  tkeir 
retreat  under  cover  of  the  woods. 

Brilliant  as  the  victory  was,  it  brought  Dmitri  nothing  but 
barren  glory.  Badly  as  the  Kussians  bad  fonglit,  they  had 
shown  no  disposition  to  forsake  the  cause  of  Boris  for  his 
own.  They  had  not  surrendered  but  lied,  and  very  few 
deserters  had  passed  over  to  him.  He  knew  that  without 
the  Tolnntary  submission  of  the  liussians  neither  the  Poles 
nor  the  Cossacks  would  be  able  to  overthrow  Boris  ;  and  there 
was  another  and  more  numerous  arm}^  on  its  march  from 
Moscow,  which  might  resume  hostilities  in  a  ie\v  days. 
While  he  was  in  tliis  untoward  predicament,  there  arrived  a 
peremptory  order  from  Sigismond,  commanding  the  Poles  to 
return  home  forthwith.  Apparently  this  order  had  been  ex- 
torted from  the  king  of  Poland  by  the  threats  of  Boris's 
agents,  and  would  not  have  been  issued  if  the  victory  of 
ISovgorod  had  been  known  at  the  court  of  Cracow ;  but  the 
oMacneeiTaUb  pxoloDgatioii  jof  tbe  aiege  of  a  pe^7  iostaws. 
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cad  the  immense  preparations  which  tile  czar  was  said  to  tm 
toMBgf  had  gnatly  diminished  the  prohabilii^  of  the  pre« 
tender^i  auecess.  All  the  palatines  and  the  principal  Poikh 
gentlemeOy  including  eyen  Mniszek,  obeyed  the  command 
of  tlieir  soyereign  a  fortnight  after  the  battle  of  Noygorod, 
and  obIj  Ibor  hundred  Polea  remained  with*  Dmitri,  lb 
eoutmiie  the  sie^  of  Noygorod  was  no  kniger  possible ;  to 
shot  himself  up  mone  of  the  fbrtifiedtowna  that  had  dedaved 
m  hia  fiiyour  appeared  to  him  more  dangeroua  than  to  hazard 
another  battb.  A  desperate  stroke  m^t  be  sneoeBsful^  «ad 
the  eeeond  anetf  mightbe  Imfiuthful  to  Boria  Hbm  the  fink. 
Dmitri  felt  bcmdea  tnat  there  is  no  sa&ty  for  a  metaadar  bvt 
in  bold  action,  and  that  he  is  lost  the  moment  lie  aroeara  io 
€!m  fifftnne*  Determmedy  therebre,  to  nak  OTeiy* 
thing,  he  broke  np  Us  camp,  and  after  passing  some  days  at 
EKevak  to  r^Breah  Ua  tzoops,  he  took  the  field  again  in&, 
hardly  fifteen  tkooaand  men,  most  of  them  Coaaacka* 

Mraahmtki  was  diaabied  by  hia  wounda ;  Baamanof,  the 
onljr  otim  eommander  who  liad  earned  the  approbatioii  of 
Bona^  WIS  aommoned  to  Hbaoow  to  be  loaded  with  OKtra- 
ordinaiy  honovrs^  whidi  were  a  tacit  raproadi  to  othen^  and 
eusited  tiie  jealonay  of  the*  higher  nobiiity  to  a  dangeroua 
dmee.  "WbetheritiraathatSoriaftaKedtoesaaTOratethat 
jealousy,  or  that  ha  detained  hia  beat  oAoer  for  tbe  de&noo 
of  hia  capital  and  kta  person  in  ease  of  extremity,  he  eom- 
mitted  a  cajatal  fiidt  in  depriving  hia  army  of  the  cnlr  man 
fit  to  lead  it^  and  anofber  m  giving  the  oommand  to  vaaaifi 
nmsaki,  who^  lite.  Matislaraki,  waa  peeraially  braye,  but 
othennae  ineompettet^  No  one  knew  better  than  Shniaki 
tiiat  the  BO-odled  Dmiiri  waa  an  impoator,  and  he  had  no 
timght  of  proanoling  Ua  aoooeaa;  bnt  itengb  he  fought  for 
Boi]%  he  never  forgot  the  wronga  he  had  aoalained  at  hia 
handa*,  in  aborts  he  waa  willing  to  defend  the  eaar  agaiaal 
the  pretender^  biit  not  to  make  aim  too  aeeuze. 

On  tiie  201k  of  January^  1005,  Shuiaki  and  the  othar 
merala  drew  out  thev  nniled  fotoea^  amounting  to  aevenly 
uiouaandmaOyOnthepiainof  DebrputehL  Dmitri  did  ncSi 
heaiiate  to  attack  thcni  with  laaa  tiian  a  quarter  of  tbeir 
nnmbera*  Aa  at  the  battle  cf  Koy|;orod»  he  prayed  alond» 
liarangned  Ida  army,  and  divided  it  mto  three  ecnrpa.  Eight 
tiiousand  mounted  Zaporogues  formed  the  main  podj  i  four 
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thousand  Cossack  infantrj  were  posted  ou  a  hill  with  the 
artillery ;  the  vanguard,  led  by  Dmitri  in  person,  consisted  of 
the  four  liundred  Poles  and  two  thousand  mounted  Hussians. 
Gallantly  charging  tlic  enemy's  centre,  he  routed  and  chased 
their  cayfilrj,  bore  down  the  foreign  legion  in  spite  of  tlieir 
etout  resistaiTCC,  and  fell  upon  the  Muscovito  infantry  and 
artillery.  lie  was  rcceiycd  witli  a  general  discharge  from 
fourteen  cannons  and  sixteen  thousand  muskets.  Tjie  Imrried 
and  ill-directed  fire  emptied  but  a  dozen  saddles,  and  Avheu 
the  Bmoke  was  cleared  away  Dmitri's  lances  were  seen  flasli- 
ing  in  the  midst  of  a  great  gap  rent  in  the  enemy's  line.  Had 
the  Zaporogues  seconded  their  intrepid  commander,  he  would 
probably  have  achieved  a  complete  victory ;  but  they  stood 
stock  stilly  bribed,  it  is  said,  by  Boris.  MeanwhUe,  Walther 
TOn  Bosen  and  the  French  captain  Margeret  rallied  the 
foreign  legion,  and  gave  the  Eussians  time  to  follow  their 
example.  The  Zaporogues  wheeled  round  and  quitted  the 
field  without  striking  a  blow.  The  day  was  lost  for  Dmitri ; 
he  fled ;  his  horse  was  wounded,  and  the  pursuit  was  hot. 
Eoarfcunately  for  him  it  was  checked  for  a  moment  by  his  four 
thousand  Uossack  infantry,  who  kept  their  ground  without 
flinchbsg  against  the  whole  Muscovite  army,  and  were  killed 
to  a  man,  cuB^Miding  their  cannons  to  the  last.  But  in  spite 
of  this  diversion  not  one  of  the  fugitives  ivonld  hare  rearmed 
Sievsk  aUve,  had  not  Shniski  and  the  other  voyevodes  mam* 
festlj  fttvotored  the  pretender's  flighty  their  interest  forbidding 
them  to  relieve  Boris  fecm  all  cause  for  fear*  They  gave 
orders  to  stop  the  pursuit,  saying,  The  fowl  is  in  the  pot^"*. 
a  common  phrase  which  was  understood  by  the  soldiers  as 
meaning  that  Dmitri  was  slain  or  taken.  Beaten  he  was ;  be 
bad  lost  by  death  or  treachery  seven-eighths  of  bis  army  and 
all  his  artillery  and  bag^^age ;  but  all  tus  was  reallj  nothing 
whilst  be  retained  the  prestige  of  his  name. 

Whilst  Dmitri  was  continuing  his  flight  to  Putivle,  which 
firom  its  strength  and  its  vicinity  to  the  firontier  offered  him 
a  secure  asylum,  the  czar's  royevodes  remained  at  Dobry- 
nitehi,  busying  themselves  only  vrith  executions.  They 
banged  all  their  prisoners,  except  a  few  whom  they  sent  to 
MoMoWy  tortnrea  and  shot  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of 

•«'i\H^i^^«Mli«liteEall7t  '^Thefinrl  has  iodlea  Into  the. 
csbbageioap*''. 
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Komamitsk,  and  by  tliese  stupid  cruelties  augmented  the 
raiicour  of  the  people  against  Bon's,  and  their  attachment  to 
Dmitri,  t>'1k)  behaved  witli  invariable  clemency  even  to  his 
enemy's  most  zealous  servants.  Instead  of  marching  instantly 
to  exterminate  tlie  remains  of  the  rebels,  Shuiski  dismissed  a 
part  of  Ins  troops  immediately  after  bis  victory,  nnder  pre- 
tence of  economising  hig  scanty  provisions;  and  when  he 
moved  it  was  only  to  make  a  show  of  besieging  liilsk,  where 
Dmitri  luid  halted  for  awhile,  but  which  he  had  already  left. 
After  remaining  inactively  before  tliat  town  for  a  fortnight, 
he  drew  off  his  troops  into  winter  quarters,  and  sent  word  to 
the  czar  that  no  more  could  be  done  for  that  season.  This 
was  not  what  Boris  had  expected,  and  his  anger  against  the 
voyevodes  was  now  the  greater  for  the  short-lived  joy  witk 
which  the  victory  of  Dobrynitchi  had  inspired  him.  He  had 
been  profuse  of  thanks,  rewards,  and  promises  to  the  army 
and  its  leaders,  and  had  urged  them  to  complete  the  work  so 
well  begun,  assuring  them  that  he  was  ready  to  share  hU  IdH 
shirt  with  his  Mtlmd  servants.  His  displeasure  was  now 
extreme,  and  he  expressed  it  in  a  manner  which  excited  deep 
and  general  resentment.  From  that  moment  several  digni- 
taries of  the  army  were  Tisibly  dispoeed  in  favour  of  the 
impostor,  and  a  growing  desire  was  manifested  to  get  rid  of 
BoriB*  By  way,  howeyer,  of  ostensibly  obeying  the  p^eiemp- 
tory  orders  of  their  sovereign,  Shuiski  and  Mstislavski 
marched  out  of  camp,  but  only  to  engage  in  futile  and 
illusory  operations.  Leflvmg  Dmitri  uncUsturbed  in  Putivle, 
where  fresh  adherents  were  daily  rallying  round  him,  they 
sat  down  with  all  their  forces  before  the  little  town  of 
S[vomj,  which  was  defended  only  by  wooden  fortifications, 
and  a  garrison  of  six  hundred  Don  Cossacks,  under  the  valiant 
Hetman  Korella,  whom  the  chroniclers  denominate  a  mighty 
magician."  The  besiegers  set  fire  with  incendiaiy  arrows  to 
ibe  palisades  of  Kromy,  but  were  greatly  amazed  to  find  a 
,  wide  ditch  and  an  earthen  zampart  behind  them.  Abandon^ 
ingthe  hope  of  carrying  the  place  by  a  coup  de  mmnf  they 
contented  themselves  with  bombarding  it;  but  the  garrison 
were  perfectly  protected  by  their  casematesi  and  often  made 
vigorous  sorties  by  means  of  long  burrows  carried  out  from 
the  great  ditch.  Whenever  a  Muscovite  post  showed  mr 
n^ligence,  a  bond  of  Cossacks  would  rise  out  of  the  ground. 
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adi  jft  to  pia<^a,  and  yanisli  like  foKes  in  their  earths.  {Qma, 
incessantly  harawod  by  aa  invisible  enemj,  an  armj  ti 
eighty  thousand  men,  fully  supplied  irith  ttrtiUery,  laj  fir 
two  moiitha  bofim  thflrff  pe^y  &r£mi  tttflier  ••  be^ 
as  besiegers. 

Meanwhile  Dmitri  made  good  use  of  his  opportonitiea. 
He  issued  letters  and  manifestoes,  which  weie  xeceived 
aridity  throughout  the  country ;  his  agents  wioa^t  upon 
the  disa&cfcion  of  the  army ;  and  aerenil  men  of  isnlv 
a  great  number  of  soldiers,  left  the  camp  at  Kromy  and  re- 
paired to  Putiyle  to  offer  their  seryic^  to  the  pretender* 
Alarmed  by  the  success  of  these  intngnes  and  by  the  inert- 
ness of  his  army^  Boris  sought  other  means  to  get  rid  of  his 
rival.  Three  monks  arriyea  at  Futiyle  with  letters  fimnthe 
Patriarch  Job  and  from  the  CESTy  tiie  lattnr  of  whom  pro- 
nuaed  the  townspeople  a  plenary  amnesty  and  ma^fioent 
rewards  if  they  would  dehver  up  tlie  impostor  to  him,  aliye 
or  dead.  The  inhabitants  of  Pwyle  being  all  deroted  to 
Dmitri,  the  monks  had  no  sooner  begun  to  make  oyertamaa 
among  them  than  they  were  arrested.  Being  put  to  the 
torture,  two  of  them  resdutely  kept  silence ;  but  the  third 
confessed  that  the  youngest  of  tiiem  had  a  subtle  poison  con- 
cealed in  the  sde  of  hisl)oot,  to  be  administeied  by  order  of 
Soris  to  the  caareyitch,  with  the  connivance  of  two  boyars, 
who  had  traitorously  inauuiabad  themsdLyes  into  his  confi- 
dence. The  exposure  of  such  attempts  as  these  was  more 
seryiceahle  to  the  pretender's  cause  than  a  yietoiy  in  the  field* 
After  punishing  the  tiaitcvSi  Dmitri  wrote  to  the  patriardh 
Job  and  to  Boris,  yannting  the  special  protection  whidi 
Heaven  youchsafed  to  him,  the  true  caar,  mad  reproadung 
them  with  the  yile  means  to  which  they  bad  recourse  ao 
awkwardly.  To  Boris  be  said  with  poignant  inm^,  tibat  be 
was  graciouslY  diq^osed  to  eoEtend  merqr  to  ^htk 
bim  oeseend  mm  1^  throne  be  has  usmrped,  and  seek  in  ibn 
solitude  of  the  ddbters  to^  reconcile  himself  with  Heafcn  ; 
in  that  case  I  will  forget  bis  Crimea^  and  even  assure  him  ox 
my  soyereign  proteotion*'* 

To  be  addroieed  in  words  like  these  must  have  smitten  Aa 
haughty  spirit  of  Boris  with  mortal  anguish;  for  he  fttt  that 
the  power  to  punish  such  an  indignity  had  passed  away  from 
him.  An  impalpable  force  bad  neutandisea  all  the  efforts  of 
bis  strong  wilt  and  subtle  genins^— «U  the  resources  of  bia  lib- 
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solute  authority.  Like  a  "magician  mocked  and  undone  by 
lus  own  familiars,  he  felt  himself  the  victim  of  the  uniyeraal 
perfidy  he  had  spread  around  him.  Outwardly  his  state  was  • 
still  unchanged ;  he  was  still  the  autocrat,  whom  his  slaves 
approached  only  with  trembling  and  adulation.  Xhe  busi- 
noBS  of  the  council  proceeded  as  usual ;  the  court,  pre-end** 
Bent  among  tiiose  of  Europe  &r  its  gorgeous  splendour,  was 
as  magnificent  as  ever.  But  every  heart  was  full  of  fr^^^tygs 
which  the  face  belied.  Some  dkgoised  their  temr;  others 
their  secret  joy ;  and  Boris  above  all  had  to  make  supers 
human  efibrta  to  liide  his  despair.  In  tibis  awful  conflict 
with  destiny  he  won  the  last  pnee  in  his  career  of  aiDbition« 
—to  die  as  he  had  lived,  a  aumarch.  On  theldth  of  Afrilf 
1605,  he  presided  at  the  eouncitboaid  as  vsoal;  reoeiTed 
some  disiu^dflhed  fiweignersi  dined  with  them  in  "'the 
gilded  hall  bat  immediately  aftsr  dinner  he  was  seised  iritii 
sndden  illnessy  and  blood  burst  from  his  nose»  eaiSi  and 
month.  In  the  brief  Intmal  between  his  being  attacked  and 
sinking  into  inscpsibilitT,  he  was  consecrated  a  monk  by  the 
name  of  Bogol^;*  and  two  hours  afterwards  he  CKpiied  in 
the  fi%--thud  yesr  of  his  age,  aftsr  n  reign  of  six  yesrs. 
Popular  belief  ascribed  his  d^h  to  poison,  administemi  b^ 
his  own  hand;  but  we  can  be  at  no  lois  to  aooonnt  jto  it 
without  adopting  i3ie^  ixnprobaUa  supposition  of  suictda 
80  Ions  as  the  cisr  KTod,  and  ike  army  had  not  actaaUr 
reFdltedi  the  pretender^s  aapiring  fortunes  were  not  seeored 
fiom  all  chance  cf  fidlnre*  The  edstenoe  of  Boris  was  the 
only  safeguard  of  Us  £miily.  Would  so  cool  a  calculator 
haTo  thrown  awaiy a diancehowemfidntp  Wonldamanof 
such  eskstgj  and  resolution,  so  noted  ibr  the  depth  and  tm* 
derness  of  his  domestic  affeetiGns,  lum  wilfidly  hastened  the 
triumph  d  his  foe,  and  basd^  abandoned  his  wife  and  diil* 
dren  to  inevitable  destrocticnr— todestructioaonlyrendsred 
iueritsble  by  his  own  act  ft 

*  ie*  AgwMe  to  God. 

t  ''WbydunddlplayfheBomanlboliaDddie 

On  my  own  sword?** 
We  have  already  alluded  to  the  obyious  analofry  between  tlie  T?ori<?  of 
history  and  the  ideal  Macbeth.    The  chief  ditf.  rence  between  tlicrn 
consists  in  the  far  greater  streugtk  uf  character  belonging  to  the 
fomiflr* 
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CHAPTEE  XVL 

PEOSOB  BOBIBSOTITOH — TEB  DUITBI. 

The  death  of  Boris  had  been  80  Budden  and  unforeseen, 
that  Dmitri's  partisanB  in  Moscow  were  unprepared  to  act  on 
the  instant ;  the  acoesBionof  Peodor,  the  son  of  the  deceased 
tm,  aged  about  sixteen,  was  therefore  proclaimed  mthout 
opposition,  and  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him  was  taken  by 
aU  orders,  from  the  patriarch  and  the  grand  boyars  to  tlie 
burghers  and  workpeople.  Shuiski  and  Mstislavski  were 
xecfUled  to  the  capital  to  aid  the  young  czar  with  their 
counseOb}  and  Basmanof  was  sent  to  take  the  command  of 
the  amy,  and  admimster  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  soldiers. 
That  cevemony  was  accomplished  without  difficulty,  for,  not- 
withstanding the  prevalence  of  disaffectibn,  no  one  dared  to 
take  the  first  step  in  open  rebellion;  but  hardly  six  weeks 
elapsed  before  Feodor  was  deposed  and  strangled  without 
a  sword  drawn  or  a  riiot  fired  in  his  defence. 

lldien  Basmanof  quitted  Moscow,  his  loyalty  appeared  as 
incontestable  as  his  courage  and  capacity ;  and  possibly  it 
was  not  until  he  had  learned  from  persoiuil  observation  now 
much  the  yoyevodes  and  the  army  were  disposed  in  &your  of 
Dknitri,  that  he  conceived  the  idea  of  betraying  his  trust: 
Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  soon  after  his  airival  at 
Sromy  he  hegan  to  n^otiate  secretly  with  Dmitri.  Seeing 
the  weakness  of  the  throne^  and  feanng  the  ambition  of  the 
numerous  &mily  of  the  Godnnofb,  he  doubtiess  thought  it 
better  for  himself  in  the  first  place,  and  perhaps  for  Bussia 
too,  to  commit  the  sceptre  to  the  bold  hands  ot  an  impostor 
even,  whose  courage  and  enterprising  spirit  extorted  his  inyo» 
luntary  admiration.  Besides,he  coulct  not  but  foresee  that 
should  he  save  ^eodor*s  crown,  the  claims  of  the  czar's  pre- 
server would  always  be  eclipsed  by  those  of  the  least  of  tiie 
Oodunofs ;  whereas  an  adyenturer  without  fimtiily  would  be- 
stow the  first  place  in  his  favour  on  the  general  who  should 
haye  opened  to  him  the  gates  of  Moscow. 

On  the  7th  of  May  the  troops  were  aU  under  arm&  Bas- 
manof harangued  them,  and  proclaimed  Dmitri  czar  of 
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Moscow.  The  ,c^eator  niimber  responded  wifcli  entliuslastic 
acclamations ;  tlie  troops  under  the  command  of  Ivan  G-o- 
dunof,  Feodor'a  imclc,  threatened  resistance,  but  were  over- 
awed by  superior  numbers,  and  he  lumsclf  was  arrested  and 
put  in  chains.  Tlic  next  day  prince  Vassili  Galitzin  hastened 
to  Putivle  to  tender  the  submission  of  the  army  to  the  czar 
Dmitri,  and  as  a  pledge  thereof  to  deliver  the  prisoner  Ivan 
Godunof  into  his  hands.  Dmitri  received  his  new  subjects 
with  his  usual  affability,  and  sent  ordem  to  Baamanof  to 
make  ready  to  march  to  the  capital. 

Meanwhile  Feodor  still  occupied  the  Kremlin,  and  Moscow 
obeyed  him.  A  great  city  well  fortified,  and  containing  a 
large  garrison  and  a  vast  population^  was  not  to  be  carried 
by  a  coup  de  mam  ;  it  aeemea  also  inrprodent  to  appear  befoxe 
it  with  an  army  whose  steadfastness  in  its  new  faith  remained 
still  to  be  proved.  Dmitri  wished  to  sound  the  dispositions 
of  the  inhabitants ;  but  his  letters  were  interoepted^  and  the 
bearers  put  to  death  by  Godunofs,  wbo  eonunandod  in 
Feodot's  name.  Not  dismayed  by  these  examples,  two 
officers,  Pushkin  and  Flestoheiefy  arrived  on  the  1st  of  June 
at  Krasnoe  Selo,  a  large  town  near  Moscow,  where  many 
wealthy  merchants  of  me  capital  resided.  The  two  enroys 
assembled  the  chief  men  of  the  place^  and  read  to  them  a 
letter  from  Dmitri  promising  an  amnesty  in  case  of  imme- 
diate submission,  and  threatening  meidless  vengeance  in 
the  opposite  event.  Struck  by  the  confident  tone  assnmed 
by  Draitrii  the  inhabitants  of  J^jasnoe  Selo  marched  en  masie 
with  his  envoys  into  Moscow,  and  convoking  the  people  to 
the  great  square,  called  npon  them  to  acknowledge  and  pro- 
claim their  lawful  sovereign  Dmitri,  the  son  of  Ivan.  They 
were  seconded  by  the  majority  of  the  boyars  of  the  council, 
and  by  ni&ny  grandees  whom  Boris  had  exiled,  and  who  had 
returned  aner  his  death  to  the  capital.  The  people,  who 
had  long  been  wrought  upon  by  Dmitri's  emissanes,  rent  the 
air  with  acclamations,  and  in  a  moment  the  revolution  was 
consummated.  Petreius  relates,  that  the  Muscovites  called 
npon  Yassili  Shuiski,  who  .had  presided  over  the  inquest  at 
ifglitch,  to  declare  whether  or  not  it  was  true  that  DmiU  I 
had  been  killed.  Shniski  was  not  the  man  to  male  liimself 
a,marfyr  for  the  cause  of  truth,  or  for  that  of  the  Godunofs, 
and  he  declared  without  hesitation  that  the  body  which  had 
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iMin  «diifaited  to  bim  was  not  tiiat  of  the  czarevitch,  but  of 
a  pope^s  son  who  bad  been  xmorckved  inrtead  of  bim.  Satis- 
fied wi^  this  declaration,  the  populace  burst  into  tto 
KranKD,  seized  Feodor,  his  sisfcer  xenia,  and  bis  mother, 
and  ranoved  tiiem  to  the  house  nhieh  Boris  had  oocapiAd 
Mbre  Ids  accession  to  the  throne.  There  thej  were  kepfc 
ptiioners  till  their  fate  should  have  been  decided  hj  the  new 
Boraeign,  but  otherwise  tbey  were  treeted  with  respect. 
All  the  real  of  tlie  Godimoli  were  seoi;  off  in  chains  to 
Dmitri's  camp. 

These  erents  being  promptly  made  known  to  the  new 
csar»  he  sent  prince  Vassili  Galitzin  and  Massalski  to  the 
capital  as  his  pknipotentiaries.  Their  first  aet  was  to  de<* 
pose  the  patriarch  Job,  snd  shut  him  up  in  a  monastcryv 
though  he  had  abeadj  professed  his  wimngness  to  crown 
with  his  own  hands  the  nan  he  had  so  recently  anathematised 
as  a  ren^ade  SMmk*  Then  followed  the  murder  of  f  eodor 
and  bis  motber,  whose  bodies  w^  carried  without  ceremoi^ 
to  a  monasteiT  bejond  the  city  walls,  akmg  with  the  remains 
of  Boris,  widen  were  no  longer  aUewed  to  rest  in  the  sepul- 
chre of  the  czsM.  It  waa  giren  out  thafe  the  victims  nad 
poisoned  themselTes ;  but  PetieinB  dedaree  that  when  tl^ 
Dodiee  weie  exposed  in  poblie^  he  himself  saw  on  their  neckr 
the  marks  of  the  covds  with  whidi  tiiey  had  been  strangled* 
It  is  possible,  as  Bmitri's  most  recent  biographer  lemna, 
tiiat  tills  deed  was  not  directly  commanded  hf  himsiifc 
Most  of  the  cbronielers  allege  that  it  was  so «  but  their 
assertiona  rest  only  upon  Tigne  presomutions.  The  seal  of 
Bmitri^s  agents^  says  MMme,  ^doubtleBS  hsd  no  need  of 
positiye  instnietioiis.  The  sequel  of  this  young  adventurei^i 
mstoiy  shows  tha%  far  from  being  cruel,  he  was  good-natured 
and  generons  to  a  degree,  whieh  was  Tcry  rase  in  those  dayv 
even  among  the  most  cirilisednattens.  I  ammmineliiiedto 
belies  that  men  who,  witiiin  a  month,  bad  taken  two  oaduv 
and  BDceessiTely  betrayed  Boris  and  Feeder,  eagerly  seised, 
without  orders,  the  opportunity  to  remore  enemies  ovt  of 
tiieir  new  master*s  way,  and  objects  of  remorse  and  dread 
ont  of  thrirown.**  TheonVmember  of  theGodunoffinufly 
who  was  put  to  deaili  by  the  avowed  order  of  Dmitri  waa 
Semen,  tiie  bead  of  liie  secret  polioe  nnder  Boris,  and  he  was 
probablj'  sacrificed  to  the  Tengeanes  of  the  Bnasisn  nobiUtf^ 
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wbom  he  was  nmrmally  detested.  The  otim  xuembeni 
the  fiunily  weio  tanislied  to  Siberia,  or  to  yariona  fovw 
iaomoB  ;  and  if  we  connder  l^t  in  those  times  it  was  no 
unusual  thing  to  exterminate  a  whole  family  for  the  crime 
of  its  head,  it  must  be  owned  that  Dmitri  mani£B«ted  a 
modffatioii  at  which  his  comdm  themaelvea  had  rooaon  to 
beaarpriaed« 

Dmitri  was  not  in  haste  to  approach  his  eapitsi,  and  thevs 
was  wisdom  in  his  dehiy.  M6rim6e  hazards  a  conjecture 
tiiat  he  had  studied  Machiavelli,  whoae  Frineijpe  had  already 
been  translated  into  Polirii,  for  his  conduct  since  the  defeo* 
tion  of  the  army  at  Kromy  seems  as  though  it  had  been 
strict^  xegnlated  by  the  nrecepts  of  thatprafoond  politiciaii* 
All  the  requisito  acta  of  severity  had  been  rapicUy  accom* 
plished,  and  all  his  enemies  removed,  before  his  entry  into 
Moscow,  so  that  he  had  only  feiyours  to  distribute  when  he 
took  possession  of  his  throne.  On  the  20th  of  June  he 
oonphed  with  the  earnest  entreaties  of  his  longing  subjects, 
end  entered  the  capital  in  great  pomp,  amidst  the  enthusi- 
astic greetings  of  an  immense  mnltitudis  that  thronged  the 
streets,  the  windows,  and  the  hoiiaet<^8«  Never  was  a  be* 
loved  monasdi  leceived  with  a  more  joyous  welcome*  But 
when  the  procession  began  to  defile  aaoBS  the  great  sqoavo 
befiire  the  Kremlin,  there  arese  a  sudden  whiriwind,  so  Tio« 
lent  that  the  horsemen  could  with  difficulty  keep  their 
saddles ;  the  air  was  filled  wil&  thidc  donds  of  dust,  and  the 
csar  and  his  eorUffe  were  for  a  moment  hidd^  from  the 
SKOltitiide.  Stmck  by  the  omen,  the  superstitions  Mvsco* 
Titcs  erosacd  themsdves,  and  whispered,  God  keep  usfirom 
luffm.*'  But  the  wind  fisD,  and  the  nntovrard  incidcat  wis 
forgotten*  Soon  after  a  shock  was  giren  to  the  feeUogs  cf 
the  deront.  At  the  moment  when  Dmitri  dismonntdl  to 
kiss  the  relics  with  which  the  dmm  advanred  to  meet  him, 
his  Lithnamsas  stnuA:  im  a  flenxSh  of  military  music  tfaaife 
drewned  the  chant  of  Ih  Ihwm.  A^dn^  whsn  the  csar 
entered  the  cathedral  he  waa  accompamed  by  serenl  ^  Sa* 
ttnSy"  as  the  "Rnswaiis  called  aH  finreignera  who  were  not  of 
tibe  Gheek  Chnroh.  Moscow  had  never  before  witnessed 
soeh  a  profimation  of  its  holy  phikces*  In  another  chmediy 
however,  which  he  Tinted  amr  tiie  cathedral,  tiie  csss^s 
conduct  was  beheld  with  sympathy  and  admiration.  There 
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1m  knelt  in  tears  beCbie-the  tomb  of  Iv^-n,  find  kissing  it  witii 
a  well  simulated  traxiaporfc,  exclaimed,  O  £ather !  thj  orphan 
veignB;  and  this  he  owes  to  thy  holypajersT'  His  emotion 
iras  contagious ;  all  present  wept  mth  him,  repeating  one 
to  another,  "  He  is  indeed  the  son  of  the  Terrible." 

Unlike  his  pntatiye  father,  however,  Dmitri  made  haste 
to  shower  benefits  on  his  subjects.  Nat  onlv  the  !N'agoi% 
his  pretended  rcdations,  but  all  those  whom  !Boris  had  dis- 
graced, wero  restored  to  their  honours  and  fortunes.  Even 
the  Godunof  ftmily  ezpencnced  his  generosity,  and  several 
ef  its  members  were  appointed  voyevodes  of  remote  pro- 
vinces. The  salaries  of  the  public  funetionaiies  and  the  pay 
of  the  army  were  doubled ;  and  the  new  czar  announced 
that  he  would  pay  all  the  debts  of  the  crown  contracted  hj 
his  fiither  Ivan  lY. — an  act  of  traly  royal  munificence,  as  it 
seemed  in  those  times,  and  one  which  had  not  been  thought 
ci  by  Feodor  or  Boris.  Dmitri  also  remitted  many  tfloea 
prenously  imposed  on  trade  and  on  law  processes ;  sternly 
disconnteiianeed  all  venality;  severely  punished  corrupt 
judges ;  and  made  it  his  practice  to  sit  every  Wedneadajf 
and  Saturday  in  the  portico  of  his  palace  to  reoeivB  the  peti- 
tions  of  the  humblest  of  his  subjects  md  redress  their 
grievances.  He  modified  the  iniquitous  enactments  of 
Soris  respecting  the  peasants,  and  inaugurated  a  more 
knmane  system  of  legislation,  which  still  r^ulates,  in  theory 
at  least,  however  it  be  evaded  in  jjractice,  i^e  mutual 
relations  of  the  Eussian  lord  and  his  sect  Whilst  he 
authorised  the  lord  to  redaim  his  fugitive  ser^  he  was  careful 
to  restrain,  under  severe  penallieB,  all  fiwudnknt  daims  of 
ownership.  Every  man  was  to  be  deemed  6ee  until  his 
londafie  nadbeen  judicially  established;  and  the  onus  o£ 
proof  lay  upon  the  master  who  dahned  him*  Moreover, 
affirming  the  principle  that  the  lord's  right  of  property  was 
inseparable  from  tne  serf's  rk^ht  of  maintenance,  the  czar 
enfranchised  all  tiie  peasants  who  had  been  abandoned  by 
their  lords  daring  the  late  finnine.  It  often  happened  that 
freemen  who  had  engaged  in  service  for  a  limited  time  on 
liire,were  afterwards  retained  as  scnrfr  ajjiainst  theb  w3L 
Dmitri  made  this  abuse  highly  penal,  and  raacbed  timt 
theiatare  the  right  of  ownership  in  serfr  should  beantteii- 
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ticated  hj  enrolment,  after  suf^cient  proof  giveiiy  in  registers 

kept  by  the  government. 

Dmitri  had  been  a  month  in  Moscow,  and  it  began  to 
excite  some  surprise  that  he  had  not  yet  seen  his  mother, 
though  the  convent  to  which  Boris  had  compelled  her  to 
retire  was  but  600  versts  distant  from  the  capital.  The 
interval  was  spent  in  preparing  the  czaritza  for  the  part  she 
was  required  to  play  ;  and  this  task,  it  appears,  was  volun- 
tarily undertaken  by  her  brother  the  Nagois,  who  succeeded 
in  impressing  her  with  the  advantages  which  would  accrue 
to  their  family  from  favouring  the  imposture.  A  t  last  it  was 
known  that  the  illustrious  nun  was  about  to  quit  her  convent 
at  Yyska,  and  that  her  son  was  to  meet  her  at  Toininsk. 
He  set  out  from  Moscow  with  great  pomp,  accompanied  by 
a  great  multitude,  who  looked  forward  to  the  approaching 
interview  with  the  most  eager  curiosity.  A  sumptuous  tent 
had  been  erected  near  Toininsk,  and  there  it  ^Ya3  that  Dmitri 
received  Ivan's  widow.  They  remained  alone  together  for  a 
little  while,  but  what  passed  between  them  was  never  known ; 
presently  they  eame  out  of  the  tent  and  threw  themselves 
into  one  another's  arms  with  every  token  of  the  liveliest 
affection.  A  unanimous  shout  of  joy  burst  from  the  sympa- 
thising multitude  ;  if  any  had  doubted  before,  none  doubted 
now;  not  one  who  looked  upon  that  touebing  scene  but 
would  have  sworn  that  the  czar  was  truly  the  son  of  her  who 
was  seen  weeping  on  his  bosom.  Dmitri  led  tlie  princess  to 
the  carriage  which  was  to  convey  her  to  Moscow,  and  walj^ed 
beside  it  bareheaded  the  greater  part  of  the  way.  At  the 
outskirts  of  the  citj  he  mounted  his  horse  and  galloped  in 
advance,  to  await  his  mother  at  the  gate  of  the  convent  of 
St.  Cyril  in  the  Kremlin,  which  he  had  chosen  for  her  tem- 
porary residence,  until  he  should  have  built  a  magnificent  con- 
vent expressly  for  her.  He  had  made  every  provision  for  her 
reception,  mth  the  honours  due  to  the  mother  of  the  sove- 
reign. She  had  a  revenue  assigned  her,  and  a  household  be* 
fitting  a  dowager  czaritza.  He  went  to  see  her  every  day, 
and  invariably  treated  her  with  manifestations  of  profound 
respect  and  filial  affection.  He  consulted  her  on  affairs 
of  state,  and.  her  name  was  associated  with  his  own  in  the 
idnses  he  iflsded.  The  increduloiu  vece  put  to  confusion; 
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who  could  dare  to  question  the  testimony  of  the  consecrated 
czaritza  ?  few  days  after  Iter  arriyal  I)niitri  was  c'ro\sTied 
in  tlie  cathedral  with  the  ceremonies  observed  in  the  corona- 
tions of  Peodor  and  Boris.  The  day  was  marked,  however, 
by  one  novel  incident,  which  had  a  bad  eifect.  A  Polisli 
jesnit  congratulated  the  monarch  in  a  Latm  oratio7i,  not  a 
word  of  which  the  "Russians  understood,  hut  they  made  no 
doubt  that  it  was  full  of  horrible  blasphemies  against  their 
religion ;  for  they  ail  koew  tkat  liatiu  waa  the  language  of 
tiie  papists. 

Of  nothing  ought  Dmitri  to  have  been  more  careful  than 
to  avoid  prematurely  provoking  against  himself  the  keea 
jealousy  and  inextinguishable  hatred  with  which  the  Russians 
regarded  Poland,  and  everjrthin^  associated  with  the  Polish 
name.  But  the  impostor's  rapid  and  marvellous  success^ 
eo-operating  with  his  youth  and  bis  natural  intrepidity,  had 
fiUea  him  with  an  insane  confidenee  in  his  star,  that  scorned 
all  pnidential  eonsiderataons.  While  he  astonished  tlia 
bojim  of  hia  council  by  his  immense  superiority  to  them  dl 
m  ci^>acity  and  knowledjge  of  state  affiuiBy  he  offended  them 
beyond  forgiveness  by  his  unsparing  sarcasms,  and  by  inoM* 
■aatly  sounding  the  praises  of  the  Poles  and  other  foreignen 
in  their  ears.   *'Go  and  travel,"  housed  to  say  to  them; 

observe  the  ways  of  civilised  nations,  for  you  ave  no  better 
iium  BSivages."  This  was  in  substance  good  advice ;  but  it 
was  unseasonably,  and  therefore  unwisely,  given.  To  mark 
his  .trust  in  his  Russian  sabjectSy  Dmitri  dismissed  his 
Polish  body-guards ;  but  he  could  not  forget  tiiat  they  had 
stood  by  him  a/^  hen  his  fortunes  seemed  desperate,  at  the 
moment  when  Mniszek  and  the  otiier  palatines  had  forsaken 
him.  He  reeompensed  them  with  profuse  liberality ;  they 
had  free  access  to  him  at  all  times,  and  he  never  addressed 
them  but  as  "  comrades*'*  He  chose  two  Poles,  named  But* 
shinsky,  for  his  private  secretaries ;  whilst  the  only  Bussian 
whom  he  treated  vrith  the  same  degree  of  familiarity  and 
oonfidence  vias  Easmanof,  a  man  disl^Eed  by  the  grandees 
as  an  upstart.  Flattered  by  the  preference  thus  shown  themy 
the  Poles  behaved  towards  the  JEUissians  with  aa  arrogtBse 
that  mtensely  exasperated  their  wounded  pride. 

The  idea  of  the  csar's  anti*national  tendencies  once  ad* 
mitted,  found  abundant  confirmation  in  his  personal  habits. 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


▲3.1606]         ifiaxBi^s  msnsBOB.  1B7 

Ilicy  were  such  as  shocked  all  eitablished  rules  of  decomiiL 
He  was  £ond  of  riding  a  farioiia  stallion,  and  would  lei^  oat 
the  aidimd'B  back  wiluout  help,  like  the  Cossacks ;  wbef8M^ 
ettqniette  required  that  m  czar  should  be  lifted  infto  hisBaddley. 
and  ride  dowly  and  grarelj^  along.  It  was  in  that  vniaeinljr 


pradeeaims.  He  often  neglected  to  aahite  the  imageB  of  the 
flunfai.  He  ate  yeal,  "which  was  deemed  an  undeaii  meat; 
dn^  without  hafing  hia  table  blessed  and  sprinUed  with 
holy  water,  and  sometimes  had  the  impiety  to  rise  from  Hb 
wiuiout  washing  his  hands.  If  he  had  got  drank  at  taUe 
with  his  buffbens  like  Ifan  lY.^  none  would  lum  taken  it 
anuBs;  but  the  foreign  fiuAnon  of  having  ninsic  at  neds^ 
which  he  intfoduced,  was  not  to  be  excused.  Ckmtrsiy  to 
the  uniraMl  custom  in  Bussi%  he  nerer  indulged  in  a  Sim 
after  dinner,  but  chose  that  time  for  walking  about  tii0 
city  alone^  or  with  one  eompaniony  to  the  astonishment 
of  the  MnscoyiteSy  who  had  onty  been  used  to  see  thdfar 
sovereign  susrrounded  witii  all  the  pomp  of  their  barbarie 
courts.  The  der^  ftOed  not  to  remark  that  in  addressinff 
iliem  he  often  us^  the  phrases  «mr  rdigion,  voir  xitual/* 
whence  they  conduded  that  he  had  a  different  religion  of  lue 
own,  which  cotdd  be  none  other  than  the  liiatin  heresy.  One 
day  at  a  sitting  of  the  council  he  waa  told  that  something 
he  had  just  proposed  was  prohibited  by  the  seventh  generd 
council  of  the  Churdi.  Wdl,  what  matter P**  said  he; 
^'yerylikdy  it  is  allowed  by  the  eighth.''  It  may  be  that 
he  utteied&ese  imprudent  words  in  ignorance  of  the  ftet  that 
the  seventh  fi^eneral  council  is  the  last  which  ia  acknowledged 
by  the  Greek  Church ;  the  eipcession,  howerer,  was  regaraed 
as  an  abominable  blasphemy,  and  an  involuniaiy  conSrasicfn 
of  caiQialicism.  But  what  erated  the  most  violent  disgnst 
was  the  news  1^  the  ossr  was  about  te  marry  Harme 
Kniwek^^^ftat  a  heretic  woman,  an  unlbapfked  Pole,  waa  to 
be  raised  to  the  throne  of  orthodox  Bussia ! 

Dmitri  was  prompted  both  by  nature  and  circamstances 
to  ai^ire  to  the  glory  of  conquest.  His  grand  project  was 
the  same  as  that  of  Stephen  Batthori — namely,  to  combine 
all  the  forces  of  the  Slave  race,  and  launch  them  against 
the  Turks  and  Tatars.  A  vast  aggrandisement  of  his 
dominions,  unparalleled  glory,  and  the  consolidation  of  his 
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authority,  were  the  fruits  he  hoped  to  leap  from  tins  vast 
enterprise.  But  it  presented  many  dangers,  tlie  most  eon* 
aderable  of  which  were  not  the  hazards  of  war.  In  order  to 
fonn  the  coalition  of  which  he  aspired  to  be  the  leader, 
Dmitri  was  ohHged  to  act  with  great  dreomspecHon  with 
regard  to  the  king  of  Poland  and  tiie  pope,  especialljr  the 
bttcT.  In  Pohmd  he  had  given  a  pledge  for  the  conTersion 
of  his  subjects,  and  had  himself  become  a  Catholic;  but 
thongh  be  had  probably  no  more  intention  of  fulfilling  this 
engagement  than  that  which  be  had  entered  into  with  Sigis* 
mend  for  the  surrender  of  a  part  of  his  territories,  it  was 
necessary  that  he  should  keep  on  good  terms  with  both  bis 
old  patrons,  and  paxticolarly  that  £b  abonhi  amuse  the  pope, 
by  bis  pretended  seal  for  the  interests  of  the  Church  of 
Aome,  wbikt  at  the  same  time  he  caiefblly  concealed  bis 
ehange  of  creed  from  bis  own  subjects,  who  were  but  too 
much  disposed  to  donbt  bis  orthodoxy.  This  involved  bim 
m  a  difficmt  and  embanassing  conespondence  with  Home, 
where  it  was  hardly  possible  to  fi«m  a  conception  of  the 
obstacles  he  had  to  encounter.  Besides  this,  bis  militiuy 
preparationB  entailed  Yery  great  expense,  for  which  the 
treasures  of  the  ITTttmlin  were  inadeanate,  la^ly  diminished 
as  they  bad  already  been  by  bis  prorasion.  Under  tiieae  cir- 
aunstances  be  bad  recourse  to  what  seemed  to  bim  the 
readiest  meeiiB  of  raising  money*  lake  Gharles  Msrtel,  be 
assumed  to  bimself  the  right  of'^  making  the  clergy  bear  part 
of  the  cost  of  an  expedition  which  had  for  its  object  the 
glory  and  triumph  of  Christianity.  He  required  an  exact  ac* 
count  of  the  rerennes  of  numerous  monastenes  throughout  his 
empire,  and  plainly  declared  that  he  would  not  suffer  so  many 
idle  monks  to  live  in  affluence  when  a  portion  of  Christen- 
dom was  to  be  delivered  from  Mussulman  bondage.  Befbrms 
and  confiscations  began ;  several  conv^ts  were  suppressed, 
and  the  rest  bad  good  reason  to  expect  a  very  great  reduc- 
tion of  their  temporalities.  Nor  was  this  all ;  the  caar  pro- 
ceeded to  acts  of  arbitrary  spoliation.  Desiring  to  have  all 
the  people  of  bis  houBebold,  especially  bis  forewi  musicians, 
lodged  near  bim,  be  turned  the  monks  out  of  the  neighbour- 
ing monasteries  of  Arbate  and  Tcbertol,  which  he  caused  to 
be  comprised  within  the  preancts  of  the  palace. 

This  viaa  bis  niin»  His  other  offences  and  irreenlaritiea 
Siight  bare  been  endured^  the  enmity  of  other  classes  he 


Digitized  by 


AJ>.  1605]      oomvtELOY  ABsxm  maxBi.  189 

mi|ht  liave  aesnaged  or  curbed ;  but  when  be  kid  his  eacri* 
legious  band  upon  the  Ark  of  tbe  Lord,  that  is  to  say,  upon 
the  ooffera  of  the  clergy,  he  raised  up  against  himaelf  legions 
of  implacable  foes  whose  malice  baffled  redatance,  for  they 
foueht  vith  the  impalpable  but  deadly  weapons  of  calumny 
ana  supentition.  The  priests  and  monks  became  the  in- 
diurbrious  propagators  of  every  false  or  exaggerated  rumour 
that  could  poison  the  minds  of  the  people  against  the  czar. 
They  compared  him  to  Julian  the  Apostate;  and  all  the  trul^ 
royal  quahties  which  they  could  not  out  recognise  in  Dmitn^ 
they  turned  to  his  vilification,  as  so  many  points  of  resem- 
blance to  the  persecutor  of  the  Ohiistasoos.  ^  They  instigated 
a  conspiracy  to  dethrone  himi  which  was  joined  by  seyeral 
boyars,  among  whom  were  some  of  those  who  had  oeen  the 
first  to  desert  the  cause  of  Eoris.  In  reality,  the  majority 
of  tiie  nobles  who  had  sided  with  Dmitri  had  done  so 
without  caring  whether  or  not  he  was  the  rightful  heir  of 
Ivan  the  Terrible*  They  accepted  him  as  a  ready  instru* 
ment  for  their  deliTerance  ficom  a  despot  whom  they  them- 
selves durst  not  attack ;  and  they  expected  to  make  of  him 
a  Sing  Log,  under  whose  nominal  nue  each  of  them  might 
hare  nee  scope  for  the  prosecution  of  his  own  ambitious 
schemes.  The  new  csar  had  disappointed  theb  selfish  calca* 
lations.  They  fi>und  in  him  a  master  as  absolute  as  Boris, 
but  fortunately  milder,  less  suspimous,  and  less  prudent. 
He  had  at  once  dismissed  the  host  of  spies  whom  his  prede- 
cessor had  maintained  with  such  caze;  audit  seemed  an  easy 
thing,  with  the  help  of  the  clergy  and  tiie  fiinatic  mob,  to 
push  so  unwary  a  monarch  firom  the  throne  befi>re  he  was 
yet  firmly  seated  upon  it. 

Poremost  among  the  conspirators  was  Yasaili  Shuiski, 
who,  daiming  to  be  the  nearest  collateral  h^  of  the  Buriks, 
was  more  interested  than  any  one  else  in  creating  a  Yseancy 
oi  the  throne.  ShuisU  was  a  bold  and  perfectly  unscru- 
pulous intriguer,  but  timid  in  action.  By  his  adyioe  the 
execution  of  the  plot  waa  deferred  until  the  araiTal  of  Marina 
and  her  Polish  retinue  should  have  proroked  a  new  exaspera* 
tion  of  national  and  religious  rancour,  and  stirred  up  the 
whole  Muscovite  people  against  the  enemy  of  the  faith.  It 
is  said  too,  that,  in  the  interest  of  the  crown  which  he  hoped 
to  wear,  he  wished  to  await  the  return  to  Bussia  of  the 
pearls  and  diamonds  amassed  by  Ivan  and  Boris,  which 
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Dmitri  had  sent  as  presents  to  his  betrothed.  This  delay 
led  to  the  discovery  of  the  conspiracy,  and  the  arrest  of  Vag- 
sili  Shuiski  and  his  two  brothers.  The  latter  were  banished 
to  Siberia  ;  the  former  was  bastinadoed  and  condoiimed  to 
lose  his  head ;  but  his  sentence  was  commuted  for  banish- 
ment at  the  very  moment  he  knelt  on  the  scaliold  u'ith  the 
axe  lifted  above  him.  Havinc;  gi\  cn  a  soleroii  promijse  never 
again  to  take  part  in  any  rebL'lIion  attains t  his  sovereign, 
Vassili  Shuiski  began  his  jouruey  to  Siberia ;  but  waa  over- 
taken ou  tlie  road  by  a  eourier,  and  brought  back  to  the 
capital,  ^v]lcrc  ho  and  his  brothers  received  a  complete  pardon. 
His  rank  and  his  possessioDS  "were  restored  to  liiiii,  and  he 
even  took  his  place  again  in  the  council  of  the  empire.  Witli 
a  duplicity  which  cost  him  no  effort,  he  now  conducted  himself 
to  ail  outward  apptMrance  in  such  a  manner  as  to  disarm 
suspicion,  whilst  being  regarded  by  the  malcontents  as  a 
martyr,  he  continued  to  durect  their  movemeota  with  more 
authority  than  ever. 

Pmitri  had  hoped  to  promote  a  reconciliation  between  the 
Muscovites  and  the  Poles,  by  announcing  that  it  was  to  the 
interGeaaions  of  the  latter,  preferred  through  the  medium  of 
the  dowager  czaritza,  that  he  had  granted  Shuiski's  pardon. 
But  the  truth  was,  that  the  czar's  Polish  advisers  stronglr 
nzged  him  not  to  spare  that  convicted  conspirator.  No/' 
he  replied  to  those  who  thus  remonstrated  with  him;  ^'I 
have  sworn  not  to  shed  Christian  blood,  and  I  will  keep  my 
oath.  There  are  two  ways  of  governing  an  empire ;  tyranny 
and  generosity.  I  choose  the  latter.  I  will  not  be  a  tyrant. 
I  wul  not  spare  money;  I  will  scatter  it  on  all  hands." 
This,  says  M^rimee,  is  almost  the  identical  language  of 
Gbsar  to  his  confidants,  when  he  had  made  himself  maater  of 
Italy  in  a  few  days.*  iN^either  Caaaar  nor  Demetrius  diaamed 
their  enemies  by  clemency ;  but  posterity  will  not  confound 
^m  with  iihe  herd  of  ignoble  tyian^ 

*  "  Tentemus  hoc  mode  si  possumus  omnium  voluntatem  recuperaie 
et  diuturna  victoria  nti:  quoniam  reliqui  crudelitate  odium  effugere 
non  potuerunt,  nequQ  vietoriam  diutius  tenere,  prseter  unum  L.  Sullam, 
imitatttros  non  aniiL  Brno  mm  tit  ntlo  viaoeo^s  at  iniMii* 
cor  dia  et  l  iberalitate  noi  mwiiamiia.''—OmMU!^s  letter  to  Opptiii  and 
BiUhUi  Cic  ad  Att.  9* 


Digitized  by 


In  the  beginning  of  1G06  Dmitri  was  threatened  with  a 
cml  war  on  the  part  of  a  new  pretender,  whom  his  own  suo- 
oess  had  prompted  to  imitate  his  imposture.  A  young  man, 
who  called  himself  Peter  Peodorovitch,  but  whose  real  name  is 
unknown,  appeared  among  the  Cossaeka  of  the  Volga  and 
Aimounced  himself  as  the  son  of  the  czar  Feodor  and  his 
eoQQSort  Jbene^  the  sisjter  of  Boris.  He  had  been  taken  from 
Us  mother,  he  said,  immediately  after  his  birth,  and  placed 
with  some  Cossacks,  whilst  a  female  infant  had  been  substi- 
tuted for  him,  and  recognised  by  the  credulous  Feodor;  but 
she  died  in  her  cradle.  Upon  the  fEuth  of  this  stoiy  some 
three  or  four  thousand  Cossacks  took  up  arms,  and  began  to 
pilla^  in  the  Dame  of  the  lawful  czsrevitch.  Dmitd  wroto 
to  his  new  pretender,  teUiog  him  that  if  he  would  come  to 
Moscow  and  prove  his  parentage,  he  should  receive  a  pension 
befitting  his  rank ;  but  that  if  he  knew  himself  to  be  an  im- 
postor, he  would  do  wisely  to  retire  at  onoe  while  he  might 
with  safety.  This  hint,  backed  by  military  moYements^  made 
Peter  aud  his  marauders  disperse  in  the  steppeSi  whmos  we 
shall  presenilj  see  them  reappear. 

It  was  not  until  the  12th  of  May  that  the  new  essritia 
arrived  in  Moscow,  accompanied  by  a  special  embassy  from 
Sigismond,  and  witii  a  retmue  so  numerous  that  it  was  like 
an  invading  army.  In  spite  of  tlie  czar's  impatience  and  his 
reitorated  biters,  the  march  from  Cracow  had  occupied  nearly 
three  months.  The  entry  into  the  Eussian  capital  was  mtm 
with  all  possible  magnificence,  and  lacked  no  outward  demon- 
station  of  gladness  and  loyalty.  Marina  was  conducted  to 
the  convent  occupied  by  the  dowager  csaritsa,  where  she  was 
to  remain  until  her  coronatkm,  and  the  people  were  told  that 
during  her  residence  there  she  was  receiving  instruction  firom 
her  pious  mother-in-law  in  the  practices  of  the  orthodox 
fiuth*  But  the  people  were  in  no  mood  to  be  cajoled  by 
such  transparent  flattaiieB.  The  first  sight  of  the  vast  train 
of  armed  roles  that  came  with  the  unhapiued  ezaiitaa  irri- 
tated the  rankling  jealousy  of  the  Muscovites.  These  unin- 
vited guests,  armed  cap>a-pie,  and  lance  in  hand,  marched  1» 
the  sound  of  their  naticmal  airs,  as  if  they  were  taking  pos- 
session of  a  conquered  city.  ''Is  it  the  custom  in  your 
country,'^  said  the  Bussians  to  the  foreign  merchants  domi- 
ciled amoQg  them,  ''to  go  to  a  wedding  cased  in  steel»  as  if 
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you  were  going  to  a  battle?**  It  was  still  worse  when  the 
Poles  alighted  at  their  quarters,  and  began  to  unpack  their 
baggage.  They  had  all  come  with  t!ic  expectation  of  making 
a  campaign  against  the  Tatars,  and  they  were  seen  iinloading 
whole  arsenals  from  their  waggons.  The  people  looked  on 
with  anger  and  suspicion ;  and  the  conspirators  easily  per- 
suaded them  that  the  czar  had  sent  for  his  Polish  allies,  those 
eternal  enemiei  of  Smuna^  to  massacre  all  the  orthodox 
Oiristians. 

A  more  plausible,  but  equally  unfounded  report,  imputed 
a  Blniater  purpose  to  Sigismond's  embassy.  The  latter  was 
simply  complimentaij,  but  the  Muscovites  belieyed  that  the 
ambaaaadors  had  come  to  receive  from  the  czar  the  cession  of 
a  eonnderable  portion  of  the  Bnaaian  territory.  By  way  of 
coimteractiiig  these  dangsfous  rumours,  Dmitri  took  excep- 
tion to  the  superscription  of  the  letter  addressed  to  him  ij 
the  king  of  Poland,  wherein  he  iras  staled  only  Grand-Prince 
and  Osar,  whereas  he  insisted  on  receiving  the  higher  title  of 
Cttsar,  or  Emperor.  Pmitrt  threatened  to  return  the  letter 
unread  |  the  ambassadors  remonstrated  vehemently  against 
such  an  impardonable  insult ;  a  long  and  acrimoniotis  debate 
ensued,  and  was  pushed  to  the  T6ij|e  of  openruptuxe ;  finally^ 
Dmitri  yielded  in  consideration  of  his  appnMuming  marriage^ 
but  with  a  mming^  to  the  ambassadors  that  he  would  never 
again  be  so  complaannt.  The  quarrel  was  renewed  on  the 
occasion  of  the  marriage  banquet.  The  ambassadon  claimed 
the  right  to  sit  at  the  same  table  with  the  czar.  Dmitri 
would  not  consent  to  this,  because  ha  had  not  invited  the 
king  of  Poland  to  his  wedding.  The  ambassadors  refused  to 
be  present ;  but  at  last,  at  Mxdszek's  urgent  instances,  they 
yielded  under  protest^  and  dined  at  a  sepazate  table  on  tM 
czar's  right. 

Marina's  conduct  during  the  weekprecedingher  marriage 
was  as  i  tijudicious  as  that  of  a  spoileii  child.  Unable  to  put 
the  slightest  restraint  on  her  caprices,  she  could  not  conform 
to  the  usages  of  the  convent  even  for  so  short  an  interval' 
She  could  not  eat  the  Bossian  cookery,  and  insisted  on 
having  a  set  of  Polish  cooks,  to  whom  the  Bussian  domestics 
liad  to  give  place,  to  their  intense  disgust.  iN^ever  supposing 
that  their  skill  could  be  questioned,  the  mortified  Bussians 
gave  out  that  the  czar  and  his  betiothed  had  brought- in 
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pagan  cooks,  that  tliey  might  hreak  the  commands  of  the 
orthodox  church  with  reapeot  to  forbidden  meats  and  fast 
days.  Marina  complained  of  the  tiresome  babble  of  the 
Greek  priests,  and  the  long  litanies  of  the  nuns.  To  indem- 
nify  her  for  these  annoyances,  the  czar  brought  her  muaicians ; 
and  Moscow  heard  with  horror  that  the  holy  retreat  was 
profaned  with  concerts,  balls,  and  even  masquerades.  When 
the  ceremonial  of  the  marriage  and  the  coronation  was  under 
discuBsioii,  Marina  insisted  on  going  to  church  in  the  Polish 
costume,  which  was  the  same  as  that  of  the  court  of 
France — ^a  long-waisted  robe,  a  ruff  two  feet  in  diameter, 
and  hair  frizzled  and  gathered  into  a  thick  tufb  on  the  top  of 
the  head.  Now  it  was  considered  an  abominable  indecemey 
in  Bussia  for  a  married  woman  to  let  her  hair  or  the  fann  of 
hfir  waist  be  seen;  and  no  czaiitza  had  ever  been  crowned 
except  in  the  national  costume,  consisting  of  a  head-dress, 
called  kokoshnik,  still  worn  by  the  peasantry,  a  gown  hang- 
ing stiaight  down  &om  above  the  bosom,  and  boots  with 
ffzeat  iron-shod  heels.  Marina  protested  with  petulant  in* 
dignation  that  she  would  neyw  submit  to  be  made  a  fright  of 
in  that  manner.  The  affiur  became  so  serious,  that  it  was 
brou^^t  befixre  ^the  council.  Dmitri  eriuwsted  all  his 
elo^iience  in  vain  effints-  to  oonyince  his  boyars  that  the 
dioioe  of  a  toilette  was  a  matter  in  which  the  wisest  states- 
men might  &irly  defor  to  the  superiority  of  a  woman's 
judgment:  they  were  inexorable.  Marina  had  to  conform 
to  the  national  nsa^  on  the  wedding-day ;  but  immediately 
after  it  she  laid  aside  the  odious  Bussisn  garb,  and  nerer 
appeared  in  it  again. 

xhe  ceremony  of  the  marriage  and  the  coronation  took 
3ace  on  the  18th  of  May,  in  the  cathedral,  with  extraor- 
iinary  magnificence ;  but  tiie  people  remarked  with  horror 
that  it  was  an  unlucky  day,  a  Priday,  and  moreover  that  it 
was  the  eve  of  a  mat  festival^  tiiat  of  St.  ^Nicholas.  They 
tiiought  it  scanduons  that  a  marxiage  should  be  celebrated 
on  such  a  day ;  and  they  made  no  doubt  that  Dmitri  had 
chosen  the  day  on  pnzpose  to  mark  his  contempt  for  pnUio 
opinion.  The  czar  was  held  responsible  for  the  indecorous 
manner  in  which  the  Poles  behaved- in  church,  leaning  their 
backs  against  the  iconostase,  sitting  on  tombs  that  containisd 
lefcued  xeUcs^  langbiQgaiid  talking  aloud,  and  appeariog  to 
roiu  I.  o 
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turn  the  sacred  mydteries  into  derision.  But  the  worst  of 
all  was  that  the  whole  ceremony  was  gone  through  without 
that  abjuration  of  the  Latin  heresy  which  the  peo^e  expected 
to  tiie  last  momeirt  on  the  part  of  the  caaritn.  Maiim 
kaaed  ike  images  of  tiie  saints,  receired  the  commimion 
froBi  the  hands  of  the  piiriaidiy  but  remained  meonyerted' 
and  unbiqptlaBed,  and  yet  waveMrmadttid  pmlaimed  as  the 
OrthodcK  czaritsa« 

The  rerellingB  that  followed  the  marriage  gave  oceaoiantor 
fresh  scandab.  The  tabb-taik  hetwaea  the  Poles  and  the* 
BosnaiiawiM  Bot  such  as  conduoad  to  good  feUowidup.  The 
Ibnuer  hardly  condescended  i»  eamai  thesr  contempt  for 
the  latter  and  their  barhafona  eaatom^  and  iaaolently  said 
to  them, It  ia  we  wiio  have  giraoi  yoa  a  czar."  The  F<de% 
yefemniiKg  home  from  deep  cacooflalB  at  the  palace,  dieir 
upon  peacefol  citizens  in  the  abeet,  and  offined  violence' 
to  ^eir  wires  and  danghteva,  and  even  t»  tlioipe  of  th^ 
1ta|ws,  sometimes  pursuing  them  into  Aeir  very  houses. 
A  Pole  taken  in  the  fMstwae  about  to  suffer  cen^gn  pfiinish- 
ment,  but  kb  eoBDvadee  leaeoed  him  and  nuupaorod  tin 
esBcutioDer* 

The  momml  mm  eome  which  flinndd  had  patiently 
amitod  for  ao  nuBi^  months.  He  aaaamUed  the  chie&  aS 
the  eoniyiraey  by  night,  in  his  house,  and  hsangued  l^enr 
m  tiie^  neeeaaity  of  immadiate  action.  The  aaaani  ef  the 
meeting'  wae  mumimous.  ftmctionaries  snaweied  finr 
coneamm  ot  the  people,  officers  for  that  the 
soldiers,  and'  aablee  foe  that  of  their  dependaooba  Xhe 
Shuiaki,  who  were  enormously  rich,  had  earaml  tiioiiaand- 
men  on  whem-they  eonld  idy,  mid  tiieae  they  bad  brought 
fimn  their  eatatae  te  Moaoew,  under  pieteit  of  aeaing  tim 
splendomn  of  tiie  imperial  maniage^  The  time  waa  ftaed 
for  the  eieciEtion  af  Hie  plot ;  and  meanwhile  agents,  choaan 
ftom  the  hmeat  daaa,  were  to  flo  about  emong  thepeople,  in 
tibe  marhefai  and  the  pub]i04ienBa%  tai  tell  tbem  tinit 
Sttiitfi  waa  a  heaetta  and  m  inipoater,  and  Oat  be  wis  joined 
wiA  the  folea-  in  er  yht  far  an  indiaerimanate  meaaacfe  ef 
<he  Mnaeovitea  on  the  Wh  of  May.  Aaham^fightbedbeeii* 
mnmnlieed  to  take  plaae  that  dj^heyond  the  waUe;  botaS 
the  ittnoeent  meetatomiMae  to  be  mowed  down  by  gnpe^ 
and  the  e^itu    Boam  iiae  to  beaeme  n  paay.te  ite 
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monnntrrinn  and  cony«nt8»  after  tumbg  out  the  mooka  and 
munymg  them  to  the  nunaL  • 

One  the  meai  who  spread  theae  Tepost^'wae  arrested  by 
tho  eaar*a  body-guards.  Dmitri  gave  orders  that  he  should 
be  ea^amined  by  the  boyara  of  the  council ;  Lut  the  lattes 
pretended  that  the  prisoner  was  a  drunken.  Mbw,  who  had 
taUbad  he  knew  not  what,  and  that  the  czar  ought  not  to 

S*  fe  lihBBel£  any  concern  about  the  raving  of  a  drankard,  or. 
ten  to  er^  idle  tale  brought  him  by  offieiousaad  bliuu 
dering  Qannans. 

This  advice  coiDeided  but  too  well  with  the  eiar's  own 
opinienaw  Belying^  ontiie  attaehmentof  the  aoldiefj,  he  fialt 
himielf  fleeore  against  any  posaible  atleiiipta  of  an  unorga' 
niiedmidtitade  to  ahake  his  power.  Beaiaeajhebadseaaon 
to  balieve  in  the  iaexhanatible  patienoe  of  theSoaaianay  amee 
iim  bad  oadiued  ao  tameljr  the  ferodoua  and  bzutal  tyranny 
of  Ivan,  and  the  more  nniraially  .Mt  inaidiona  i^iaiiny  A 
Bocia.  "  I  bold  llbecow  and  lite .  empire  in  mjr  band,''  be 
aaii^  and  nothing  shallbe  done  iait  but  by  my  inlL"  In  ihia 
apuat  be  laughed  at  all  the  warnings  given  bun  bj  the  Folea^ 
by  Baamano^  and  by  the  offioera^  of  bia  guaed*.  He  would 
take  no  jxeeautioQ  foe  bimaelf^  not  ewi  ao  mueh  aa  to  inereaae 
the  ordniaiy  guard  of  the  palaoe,.  which  oonaiated  of  but  fifty 
baUierdieMy  who  were  incapaUe  from  the  nature  of  their 
weapona,  aa  well  aa  ftoin  mir.  aeanty  numberay  of  offering 
any  a^rioua  xeaiatenise  to  anaaaailing  multitude* 

At  daybrei^,  on  the  29&  of  Kay,  between  three  and  fcwr 
o'clock,  the  whole  o%  waain,  open  rebellion.  A  body  of  boyam 
and  noUea  was  aaaenibled  in  the  great  aquaDe  on  horaelMcky 
d  in  fidl  armour,  with  YaaaOi  Shuiaki  at  their  head.  Ona 
of  the  gates  of  the  Kremlin,  waa  onened  to  them  by  tibe 
guards,  who  bad  been  previously  aubomed,  and  the  whole 
troop  entered,  accompanied  by  a  eountlesB  throng  of  towns- 
people. At  the  church  of  the  Assumption,  Shuiaki  dis- 
mounted, and  prostrated  himself  before  the  image  of  our  Lad^ 
of  Vladimir.  Then  rising  with  an  inspired  air,  and  brandish 
iiig  a  sword  in  one  hand  and  a  cross  in  the  other  :  "  Ortho* 
dox  Christians,"  he  shouted,  "death  to  the  heretic!"  My-* 
riads  of  fuiious  voices  repeated  the  cry :  "Death  to  the  h€W%- 
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tic!*'  The  great  t^ell  mm  rung,  and  ym  anaweved  bj  tke 
thM  thooaraid  bells  of  Moscow.  The  whole  populace  floekiad 
with  axes  and  date  to  the  Emnlin,orto  the  houses  uaiked 
with  chalk  as  the  abodes  of  the  Poles,  where  breaking  down 
the  doorsy  thej  began  to  massacre  the  sleeping  inmates. 

At  the  first  sound  of  the  tocsin^  Dmitri  sent  to  inquire  the 
cause  of  the  alarm.  Dmitri  Shuiski,  who  was  on  duty  in  the 
palace,  sent  the  czar  word  that  a  great  fire  had  brolcen  ont^ 
and  then  hurried  off  to  join  his  brother.  Presently  the  in- 
creasing din  of  the  bells  and  the  uproar  of  the  multitude 
convin^  the  czar  that  something  more  serious  than  a  fire 
had  set  the  whole  dtv  in  commotion.  Dressing  in  haite^  he 
sent  Basmanof  to  the  firont  of  the  palace  to  reconnoitre. 
The  outer  court  was  already  filled  with  an  armed  multitude, 
jelling  out,  *^  Death  to  the  impostor  V*  After  giving  a  har- 
ried order  to  the  halberdiersto  stand  to  their  arms,  Basmanof 
ran  back  to  warn  his  master  At  the  same  moment  one  of 
the  conspirators,  who  had  followed  him  into  the  czar^s  apart- 
ment, cned  out :  Well !  imlueky  emperor,  at  last  thou  art 
awake.  Come  and  give  an  account  or  thyself  to  the  peojple 
of  Moscow."  Basmanof  snatched  up  the  csar*s  sabre,  cleft 
the  insolent  traitor*s  skull,  and  then  rushed  to  the  peri- 
style, which  was  already  thronged  by  the  conspirators.  Dmitri 
took  a  sword  from  one  of  his  guards,  and  following  his  fidth- 
ful  general,  cried  out  to  the  rebels,  am  not  a  Boris  f<nr 
YOU  !'*  It  is  said  that  he  killed  serml  iSaem  mUk  his  own 
Kand,  whilst  Basmanof,  who  seconded  him  with  heart  and 
hand,  appealed  by  name  to  the  boyars  he  recognised,  amoikg 
whom  were  the  princes  Ghlitzin,  Mikhail  Soltikof,  and 
others,  who  had  ahrays  professed  themselyes  Dmitri's  most 


these  traitors  to  their  duty,  one  of  them,  Mikhail  Tatistcbof, 
whom  a  few  days  before  he  had  saved  from  exile,  stabbed 
hira  to  the  heart,  exclaiming,  "Go  to  hell,  villain,  with  thy 
czar."  Dmitri  and  his  guards  were  driven  in  from  the  peri- 
style by  a  volley  of  musketry,  and  a  series  of  sieges  began  in 
the  interior  of  the  palace,  the  guards  barricadiug  themselves 
in  chamber  after  chamber,  and  the  insurgents  storming  them 
one  after  the  other.  "When  the  kist  retreat  was  forced,  and 
tlio  ,2;iiards  were  forced  to  lay  down  their  useleaa  balberts,  the 


endeavouring  to  recal 


czar  was  no  longer  atiiong  them. 
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"When  he  found  that  resistance  was  hopeless,  Dmitri  threw 
down  his  sword  and  ran  to  a  room  in  the  part  of  the  pakce 
whieh  was  farthest  from  that  assailed  by  the  rebels.  He 
opened  a  window  which  looked  out  on  the  site  of  the  palace 
of  BcHris,  which  he  had  caused  to  be  demolished.  The  window 
was  thirW  feet  from  the  ground,  but  there  was  no  one  in 


tinted  witii  the  pain.  His  groans  were  Heard  b;^  some  stre* 
lits,  who  were  there  on  guard,  and  were  not  in  the  plot. 
Hkey  gave  him  water  to  drink,  laid  him  on  one  of  the  founda- 
tion stones  of  the  ruined  palace,  and  when  he  reyived  a  little 
and  spoke,  they  swore  they  would  defend  him  with  their  lives. 
The  .first  rebels  who  came  to  claim  their  prey  were  answered 
with  volleys  of  musketry ;  but  the  news  that  Dmitoi  was 
found  brought  multitudes  to  the  spot ;  the  strelitz  were  sur- 
rounded, and  being  threatened  that  unless  they  gave  up  the 
impostor,  their  wives  and  children  should  be  all  massacred  by 
the  mob,  they  laid  down  their  arms,  and  abandoned  the 
Tftotim  to  the  fiiry  of  the  rebels,  who  dragged  him  away  to  his 
sailed  palace.  As  he  passed  the  spot  where  his  guards  were 
held  dative,  he  stretched  out  his  hand  to  them  in  silence,  in 
token  of  adieu.  One  of  them,  a  Livonian  gentleman,  named 
Foisteiiberg,  though  unarmed,  rushed  forward  to  shield  his 
gallant  master  with  his  own  body  from  the  blows  of  his  ruf- 
lianly  captors ;  but  the  futhful  servant  was  instantly  mas* 
saored*  Bmi^'s  agony  was  prolonged  by  the  ingenious 
malice  of  his  assassins*  They  tore  off  his  ro^al  ^arments^ 
diesaed  him  in  a  pastrycook's  caftan,  and  humed  mm  into  a 
zoom:  in  the  palace  to  undergo  the  mockery  of  a  tciaL  Bas- 
tard dog,"  said  a  Bussiau  noblenum,  teU  us  who  thou  art, 
and  whence  thou  art  come."  Ezertmg  all  the  strength  lefb 
him  to  raise  his  voice,  Pmitri  implied,  '^Tou  all  know  that  I 
am  your  czar,  the  legitimate  son  of  Ivan  Yassilievitch.  Ask 
my  mother.  If.  you  desire  my  death,  give  me  time  at  least 
to  collect  my  senses."  Thereupon  a  Bussian  gentleman^ 
named  Yaluief,  forcing  his  way  through  the  throng,  cried  out, 
**YfhMt  18  the  use  ofacmuch  ladk  with  the- heretic  dog? 
This  is  tiie  way  I  confess  thbi  Polish  fifer  I"  And  shooting 
Dmitri  through  the  breast,  he  put  an  end  to  his  agony.  The 
mob  then  wredced  their  Apr  on  the  lifeless  corpse,  and  after 
hacking  and  slaahing  it  with  axes  and  sabres^  rolled  it  dom 


In  his  &11  he  broke  his  leg,  and 
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file  pabm  stepe  and  tfaiew  it  on  that  of  Basmanoll  You 
irere  friends  m  life ;  go  along  to  hell  together,"  emed  the 
unrdaren  in  their  savage  exultation.  The  bodieB  irare  after- 
wards  dragged  to  tiie  place  of  exeoution^  irkete  that  of 
Dmitri  was  exposed  on  a  table,  and  Basmairaf  b  on  a  hench 
below  it,  so  that  the  esar's  feet  rested  on  his  &TOiirite's  breast. 
A  gentleman  threw  on  Dmitri's  body  a  masque,  which  he  said 
he  had  found  in  the  heretic's  bedchamber,  in  the  place 
reseired  in  Boasian  houses  for  the  images  of  the  saints. 
Another  threw  a  set  of  ba^tpes  on  his  breast  and  thmsfe 
tiie  pipe  into  his  mouth,  say\ng :  "  You  played  upon  us  long; 
enougn ;  now  play  for  us."  Others  lashed  the  eorpec  with 
their  whips,  crying:  "Look  at  the  csar,  the  l^ro  of  the 
Germans  r'  Thewomensurpassedthe  men  in  their  obscene 
fury ;  for  in  scenes  of  mob  violence  the  weidcBafe  ore  inv^ 
liably  ihb  most  inhuman. 

Manns  narrowly  oBcaped  from  the  fate  that  befel  her 
husband.  At  first  she  ran  ludf  niy^ed  to  hide  in  the  eeUars, 
Imt  was  thrown  down  Hie  steps  by  the  rush  of  tiie  mob. 
Tkey  did  not  recognise  her,  and  contriTed  to  return  to 
her  own  spartmento,  where  the  grand  miateess  of  the  palace 
had  the  presence  of  mind  to  conceal  her  under  her  wide- 
hooped  skirts.  A  Polish  chamberlain,  sabre  in  hand,  gnarded 
Ihe  door  of  the  room  in  hicli  his  terrified  oountrywcnm 
were  huddled  together.  The  rioters  wiii  a  volley  of  fire- 
arms shattered  the  door,  and  killed  its  defender  and  ene  of 
1^  ladies  within  it.  The  ruffians  ruriied  in,  and  wift 
hideous  threats  demanded  ihe  ezaritsa.  The  grand  nusteess 
told  them  that  she  had  e«»ped  to  her  firtiier.  !Fhe  age  of 
that  lady  preserved  her  from  persomd  ovtarage,  but  the  oAer 
ladies  is  the  csaritza's  suite  endured  the  went  brutality.* 
At  last  some  chiefs  of  the  conspiracy  put  an  end  to  Hbe 
abominable  scene,  and  took  Marina  into  safe  costo^. 

Meanwhile  a  great  number  of  the  Poles,  whose  lodgings 
were  dispersed  over  the  cify,  had  been  Burpriaei  in  theiff 

*  Saer,  p.  82,  Bcrte  78.  *«ToIiimix8  rsm  onmes,  xaasM  fost  dtam; 

atupnim  inferre,  tmtrs  in  p —  alter  in  v— .  Audivimus  jiolonicas 
jBeretrices  vestras  plurium  concubitus  bene  sustiDere  posse,  nec  ipsis 
uauB  vir  (sic)  Bufficere."  £t  postea  nudabant  sua  equina  pudenda 
teoh  Sodmniat)  oonun  t0to  gyzueceo,  ffiomtes:  ^  Yidete,  meretrices, 
WslsmflnilloiMonisnBmNonitMtH&  IMhiteaaiL'* 
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Aleep  and  maesacred  without  remstaiiee.   It  wae  ewsj  for  the 
mob  to  butcher  defenoelese  domestics,  musicians,  and  Catholic 
priests,  but  not  so  easj  t»  stniEm  the  iBAnaions  of  the  Polish 
XLobles,  filled  as  thej  vsre  with  resolute  and  weU-anaed 
ibegrdttks  and  gentlemen.   Each  of  these  mansions  becaiBe  ft 
jBort  4ii  forti^,  which  withstood  all  the  disesdarly  assaults 
4if  the  mbbk,  and  repaid  them  with  musketry*   At  l^at  the 
ipUef  conspirators  thought  it  time  to  restore  some  defrae  of 
quiet.   About  mid-daj  YaiBili  Shiuaki,  his  hrolibaE^  PPM» 
Mstislayski,  and  the  principal  boyars  of  the  coubcII,  rode 
thzough  the  streets  with  a  strong  body  of  strelitz,  and  easily  * 
pieraled  on  the  people  to  desist  from  their  unprofitable 
attempts  on  the  houses  of  the  Poles;  and  to  the  latter  they 
pledged  themselyes  that  their  lives  and  properties  should  be 
respected^  if  thf^  would  only  remain  in  t&eir  houses  until  the 
pqmilar  excitement  had  time  to  subside. 
-  Jew  time  dsjs  Dmitri's  body  lagr  open  to  the  yiew  of  all 
the  MuscoYiies;  but  tiie  rage  of  Ins  •enflBiieB  had  zendersA 
ikoB  public  exposition  almost  nngatoiy^   In  that  shaDeless 
masSi  aM  ha^d  and  msn^ad,  and  covered  with  bAaoa  and 
mire,  who  covild  recognise  tiie  gallant  young  man  who 
Jud  bean  seen  a  few  days  before  f^ifctediig  in  ^oldjuidieivdbi 
mid  ipssrin^  the  imp^sal  crown  P    Bome  persons  tmmght 
ibej  perceiyed  that  the  dead  nMm  had  a  beard,  and  it 
WES  notorious  that  Ckmitri  had  none.  Oonjecture,  failing  to 
identify  those  disfigured  features,  suggested  the  idea  that  the 
czar's  mtended  nmrdeters  had  a  second  time  mistaken  their 
yictinL  On  the  third  night  the  ipiavdsy  who  kept  watch  oyer 
ikm  body,  saw  a  Una  ^SBie  playmg  ow  '^e  tame ;  it  >dissp- 
M&red  idisn  tluBf  i^psoached,  and  xetorz^  when  tliey  moved 
&aok  to  a  certain  distance*  Has  natural  result^f  pnlirefac- 
4itat  inspvad  the  people  with  superstitious  ten  or,  and  the 
^oorpse  was  xemoved  tor  burial  to  the  Serpukhof  cemetery 
smtoide  the  wodk  A  hucricaiie  had  greeted  Dmitri  at  his 
mkivy  onto  Moscow;  ssiffftw  aeecMpanied  him  at  hisidepsiu 
tme,  and  cloginicies  aw  timt  it  swept  only  those  stteets 
tigwig^  mkUk  ibc  csKpse  was  boina.    Prodigies  did  not 
Mu»  ev«n  sdhr  Aa  csnse  ft  them nas  laid  in  the  grayc; 
«id  il4e  people  whapeved  in  term  tiiaA  the 
Siort  otYBmjpm^  Mag  ana  of  these  -wizsrds  wlia,  by  aoanm 
vt  Arit  imfansi  ss^  can  coma  to  £&  agsin  after  tfaqr  iODO 
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dead.  To  make  tliis  impoBsible  in  his  case,  the  body  wm 
disinterred  and  burnt ;  the  ashes  were  collected,  mixed  wit^ 
gunpowder,  and  rammed  into  a  cannon,  which  was  dragged  to 
the  gate  by  which  Dmitri  had  entered  Moscow,  and  pointed 
down  the  road  leading  to  Poland.  When  the  match  wM 
applied^  Bussia  fancied  she  was  £ar  ever  delivered  of  the  im- 
postw.  Vain  hope!  His  name  subsisted  stiU,  with  the 
memoigr  of  his  audacity  and  his  success,  and  new  Dnukia 
were  soon  to  spzbg  firom  hu  scatfteiwd  as^ 


CHAPTEE  XVn. 

TUSIU  ZTAXrOTXrCH  SHUI8XI.  ' 

iMMxniATiLY  after  the  death  of  Dmitri,  the  boyars  coiip 
eerted  measures  for  convoking  deputies  &K»n  all  the  towna^ 
and  prooeeding  to  the  election  of  a  new  sovereign ;  but  tfaej 
were  not  allowed  to  aeocmiplish  their  desi^.  The  throoo 
had  been  but  four  days  vacant,  when  Shuiski  directed  his 
partisans  to  proclaim  himself.  They  led  him  forth  into  the 
public  place,  named  him  czar  by  acclamation,  and  immediately 
escorted  him  to  the  cathedral.  There,  in  order  to  ingratiate 
himself  with  his  new  subjects  and  nu^Le  them  forget  the 
illegality  of  his  election,  he  took  a  solemn  oath  not  to  punisli 
any  one  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  boysrs ;  not 
to  visit  thecffimces  of  the  fathers  on  the  children ;  and  that 
he  would  never  revenge  himself  in  any  way  on  tiiose  who 
had  o^nded  him  in  the  time  of  Boris.  Since  Novgorod  lost 
its  privileges,  this  was  the  first  time  that  a  soverogn  of 
!Russia  had  pledged  himself  to  any  convention  with  bis  sub- 
jects ;  but  Shuiski's  oath  was  no  guarantee  for  its  fulfilment. 

Having  good  reason  to  dread  the  resentment  of  tiie  Polisk 
nation,  Bhuiski  sent  prince  Yolkonskiron  an  embassy  to 
them,  to  represent  the  late  czar  as  an  impostor,  who  had 
deluded  botn  Poland  and  Eussia ;  but  the  amMssador  was  not 
even  Hst^ed  to.  Sigismond  and  his  subjects  w^  resdved 
to  be  reven^d  on  the  BusBians^and  to  profit  by  the  distnri^ 
ances  wUch  they  foresaw  would  soon  .brei^  out  amoBg 
then. .  Shuiski  was  not  Hked  by  the  Russian  noblesi  xaany 
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xA  irtiom  might  have  competed  with  Hm  for  tlie  throne  had 
the  dioioe  oi'.the  nation  bcMm free;  and  his  conduct  after  his 
:eieratl(Hi  augmented  tiie  nnmbOT  of  his  enemies.  In  spite 
of  bis  oath  he  could  not  forget  snj  of  his  old  grudges;  and 
ha  yentnxed  to  indulge  them  just  enough  to  exasperate 
their  olgeetB  without  depiiTing  them  of  the  power  of  re* 
.tsUation.  Moscow  was  tiie  only  city  in  the  empire  on*  the 
allegjance  of  which  he  conld  rely ;  bat  even  there  the  people 
had  imbibed  from  their  late  excesses  an  alarming  propensify 
to  disorder  and  matbiy.  To  meet  all  the  dangers  thickening 
xonnd  him^  Shmski  Had. neither  an  army  nor  money;  t<x 
Dmitri's  ^profusions  and  the  pillage  of  the  Kremlm  had 
exbaustea  the  imperial  treasury.  His  ddef  strength  lay  in 
his  renown  for  oruiodo:xy,  which  insured  him  the  beftm  of 
the  clergy.  The  more  to  stren^en  his  interests  in  that 
direction,  he  made  it  his  first  business  to  depose  and  send  to 
a  jnonastery  the  heretic  patriarch  Ignatius,  who  rhad  been 
appointed  by  Dmitri^  ana  to  nominatB  in  his  stettd  Hermo- 
geneSy  bishop  of.  Kasan,  an  aged  prelate,  whose  simplidty 
rendered  him  a  useful  tool  in  the  hands  of  Hie  (srafily  czar, 

Bumonrs  began  to  be  rife  in  the  provinces,  and  eyen  in 
Moscow,  that  Ihnitri  was  not  dead.  Many  of  those  who 
had  seen  his  mangled  body  exposed  denied  its  identity,  and 
beHeyed  that  one  of  the  czar's  officers  had  been  massacred 
instead  of  him.  Four  swift  horses  were  missing  from  the 
imperial  stables;  and  it  was  surmised  that  by  means  of 
them  Dmitri  had  escaped  in  the  midst  of  the  tumult.  Three 
strangers  in  Russian  costume,  but  speaking  Polish,  crossed 
the  Oka  in  a  boat,  and  one  of  them  gave  the  ferryman  six 
ducats,  saying,  "  You  have  lerried  the  czar ;  when  he  comes 
back  to  Moscow  witli  a  Polish  armv,  he  will  not  for^rct  this 
service."  The  samo  party  held  similar  language  in  a 
German  inn  a  little  farther  on,  in  the  direction  of  rLitivle. 
It  was  afterward;^  luiown  tliafc  one  of  thein  was  prince 
Shakhofskoi,  who,  immediately  upon  the  death  of  Dmitri, 
had,  with  singular  promptitude,  conceived  the  idea  of  finding 
a  new  impostor  to  personate  the  dead  one.  To  put  an  end 
to  these  alarming  rumours,  tShuiski  sent  to^  UgHtch  for  the 
body  of  the  real  czarevitch,  that  with  the  help  of  the 
patriarch  he  might  make  a  saint  of  him.  When  the  grave 
was  opened  the  body  of  the  young  prince  .was  found  in. a 
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fofect  state  of  presetratioiii,  with  ike  ^boAl  fane  cf  life  upm 
ftOkd  stiil  holaing  in  its  bands  some  nuts  as  mir»c\iloiidy 
memmsd  as  itself.  It  is  curious  that  fihuisld  shoaUl  hm 
forgotten  that  nothing  was  said  of  these  nuts  in  the  lepant 
ef  the  inquest  at  Ugliteh  flsgned  by  himself.  That  deeiimesxt 
mHj  Btsfeed  that  at  the  moment  (k  his  death  the  csuvenifali 
was  amusing  himself  with  stickina  his  knife  in  the  f^rmmJL 
SotwithstaiMing  this  oyeraigiiii^  the  act  at  emaoiBation  was 
gjoed  policy;  for  if  the  cMoenteh  faemne  an  object  of 
feneration  for  the  people,  if  it  was  mtaions  i^t  his  Mljr 
werked  miracihs  an  eartli,  and  eonsequentLr  tbsrt;  his  souL 
w  in  heaven,  libai  ai^  one  assimimg  hk  nrae  could  be 
aotibing  but  an  impostor*  Hhe  -csar  task  pams  to  make 
known  far  jmd  wide  what  prodigies  were  e£BbcML  hj  the 
sbMbs  of  lb  Uessed  maclTr ;  bnt&eerediteftl&enewBMnfc 
ma  of  abort  dnxatien.  fittnuski  bunself  damaged  it  %  a 
gfOBs  Unndsr  in  jpernittiBg  the  pompous  xemmi  to  the 
monaaterj  of  Xrontsa  of  tbs  remains  of  Boris  Oodnae^ 
w^om  bnt  a  £m  dap  before  be  bad  named  as  tiienuBdner 
of  the  sainted  Dmiiii  Ko  doabt  be  hoped  in  Aia  mj  to 
emeBiate  tbe  partuans  of  a  atill-Dowerfal  ftmilj;  but  bis 
enamies  immediatelj  acenaed  ham  oc  blaq^bemooa  wickedness, 
alleging  tbatbebadaafastitiitedibebody  of  aiiewlj-nmidcsed. 
feoyfiv  tiie  deoonqpoaed  ecnpae  of  tbe  real  Sdnifcii 

fbe  puUie  xetractetioiis  of  tbe  dowager  casritaa  oUained 
no  mm  caredit  ishaa  tbe  mnaciea  immriied  to  bar  son.  In  a 
letter  skned  by  ber,  and  innaediatelY  publiahed  bj  Vaaaili, 
she  dedaved  that  tbe  iaapoator  Gnabka  Otrcukf  bad 
liliveaAened  bar  with  daoAb  to  nezieilf  and  a^ 
did  sot  reeogniae  bsm  aa  ber  son.  Bnt  who  could  beUava  in 
her  sineeri^  after  so  many  ocaitradictoiy  arowals  and 
avowalsf  Mst  dedaration  that  she  had  been  eompeUed  bf 
fear  to  jield  to  the  threats  of  a  man  whose  ayersion  to 
cmelty  was  notorious,  suggested  to  everybodj  the  idea  that 
she  acted  at  that  moment  nnder  the  coercion  of  threats  and 
fear. 

Oivil  war  l)egan.     Prince  Shakhofskoi  had  raised  the 

inbabitants  of  Putiyle,  and  in  a  few  days  assembled  a  great 
number  of  Cossacks  and  peasants,  wbo  routed  the  forces 
sent  against  them.  The  insurrection  spread  rapidly ;  but 
fitiil  the  pvinoe^  twioe  miraculouslj  saved,  did  not  m&ka  hia  ex« 
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peeted  appearanee.  Iniiaadof  'ldmllioie  camefix^ 
a  IfOMMl  iriftk  «  MEdsinon  betring  Ae  impend  'fed  of 
Dnitri.  Thk  me  -an  adreDtim  iMned  lyan  Bcktofto^ 
«n|^i]a%  a  aecf  tlo  pnace  TeliatorokL  Be  bad  been  « 
aoNiwr  snu)iig  Ite  Tadn^  and  barring  eaoaped  to  Teauee 
bad  piobttb^  aaq[Dii!^  aoma  irnlitaiy  eKpenenBa  in  tba 
awrice  ef  ioB  xepdblte.  Bm coammm^m'WBMmotigiM^ 
IMnrle;  be  took  tbe  jOonnDand  of  the ioauigqnta^  deftaMt 
thaliki'a  fimea  in  "two  ffl^gagmMiBiitBy  and  pmiad  tbsin  ia 
witibin  aeven  wnta  of  tiie  eapiftal.  Baft  tbe  meiiiiicable 
abaanee  of  tiw  fdnoe  &r  wbom  itef  fim^  damped  ite 
aidaiir of Bdotmbofa  men;  itey eeiiild not belieae ttai 
If  Dmitri  «aa  dife  be  ironld  ddaj  to  pot  binmlf  at  tbeir 
bead.  The  ataman  of  tbe  OotmtSa^  too^  naa  nwyrtified  at 
being  sujiplMDited  in  .Ae  oommaad  by  an  admrinuer,  and 
aufbved  biasaelf  to  be'Oorainted  by  SbaiekL  Deanrted  by  a 
wEt  af  bia  maw,  BolotiOofinB  defeated  by  Bhniiki, 
fte  caar^a  nraihew,  and  fiaraed  to  dHlter  ikiniaelf  in  the 
tfiariveaa  of  Eafaiga- 

it  is  iNTobaUe  that  all  tiiia  ivtile  SbaUofilbot  wmi  llie 
Fdlea  ^aaae  locAdng  about  £ir  a  At  pesaon  to  play  tbe  pact 
of  Diaitoi-;  but  it  required  tise  to  find  bim^  and  ta  pnt 
bim  tbraig^  tnamag»  In  tbk  conjunctose  tibe  ftlae  Peter 
S\eodorovitch,  who  bad  made  a  brief  appearance  in  tbe  Ibrmer 
Tok^D,  repaired  to  Putirle,  and  offered  nimself  to  Shakhofakoi 
ana  the  people  as  regent  in  the  absence  of  his  nncle.  The 
rebel  cause  stood  in  need  of  the  prestige  of  a  royal  name^ 
and  the  czarevitch  Peter  was  eagerly  wdcomed.  Presently, 
the  czar  haviag  marched  against  hini  in  person,  the  impostor 
and  Shakbofskoi  Bhut  themselves  up  in  the  strong  fortified 
town  of  To  Ilia,  ^vlicrc  they  were  joined  by  Bolotnikof. 
Yassili  laid  siege  to  the  town  with  an  army  of  a  hundred 
thousand  men ;  but  the  beaieged,  who  hud  no  mercy  to 
eccpdct  if  taken,  fought  more  earnestly  for  their  cnvii  livca 
than  did  Shui^ki's  soldiers  for  the  rights  of  a  master  to 
idiom  they  were  but  little  attached.  Seeing  the  little 
progress  he  made,  the  czar  began  to  doubt  the  success  of  an 
enterprise  to  fail  in  which  would  be  ruin.  While  he  was  in 
this  anxious  state,  an  obscure  ecclesiastic,  named  Kravkof^ 
presented  himself  before  the  czar  and  his  council,  and  under- 
took, if  ilia  directions  were  followed,  to  drown,  all  the  people 
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of  Touk.  The^  laughed  at  him  at  first  as  an  idle  hmg^ 
gait,  but  he  leiterated  his  assertion  with  such  confidence 
that  the  czar  at  last  desiied  him  to  explain  his  plan. 
ToiUa  is  situated  in  a  yalley,  and  the  little  riyer  Oupa  nowB 


below  the  town,  and  encaged  to  answer  for  it  with  his  head 
if  in  a  few  hours  afber  the  executum  of  that  work  the  whole 
town  was  not  laid  under  water.  All  the  milkra  in  the 
axmy,  men  accustomed  to  musk  operations,  were  immedaiely 
pat  nnder  his  orders,  and  the  rest  of  the  soldiera  were 
employed  in  canying  BBisisM  of  earth  to  the  s^ot  chosen  for 
the  dam.  The  water  soon  rose  in  tiie  town,  mandated  the 
streets,  and  destroyed  a  great  number  of  houses ;  but  the 
garrison  still  fought  for  several  months  wifch  unabated 
courage,  though  decimated  by  famine,  and  afterwards  by  a 
terrible  epidemic.  All  the  efforts  both  of  the  besiegers  and 
the  besieged  were  concentrated  about  the  dam,  the  former 
labouring  to  raise  and  maintain  it,  the  latter  to  break  it 
down.  The  inhabitants  of  Toula  were  persuaded  that  magic 
must  have  had  some  share  in  raising  so  prodinous  a  work 
with  such  rabidity,  and  maffic  was  not  neglected  among  the 
means  by  which  they  sought  to  destroy  it.  A  monk^  who 
boasted  his  profidoicy  in  that  art,  offered  to  efiEect  the 
desired  object  for  a  reirard  of  a  hundred  roubles.  His  temis 
bong  accepted  by  Bolotnikof,  he  stripped,  plunged  into  the 
river,  and  oisi^pMEed*  An  hour  afterward 
had  given  him  np  for  dead,  he  rose  to  the  sui&ce^  with  his 


said,  ''with  the  twelve  thousand  devils  at  woric  an*Bhii<^ 
iakx*B  dam.  I  have  settiied  six  thonssnd  of  them,  but  tiie 
o&er  six  thousand  are  the  worst  of  all,  and  will  not  give 
in.'*  For  a  long  time  the  inhabitants  of  Toula  oohtinued  to 
fight  against  men  and  devils,  encouraged  by  letten  ihey 
received  in  Dmitri's  name,  with  promises  of  succour,  irkim 
never  came.  Shakhofiakoi,  the  chief  instigator  of  the  rebellioin, 
was  the  first  to  propose  a  capitolatiott,  and  was  tfamsfeinto  B 
dungeon  by  the  Cossacks.  At  last,  when  ihe  besieiffed  had 
eaten  their  horses,  dogs,  and  all  other  carrion,  andnadnot 
so  much  -as  an  oxhide  left  to  gnaw,  Bolotoikof  and  Peter 
offered  to  c«pitulate  on  condition  of  amnesty  for  time  herose 
garrison.  >  Toey  aAed  nothing  for  themselves,  but  .decfaneed 


through  the  town. 
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that  unless  tbeir  soldiers  obtained  honourable  conditions, 
Aef  vere  lescdved  to  die  with  arms  in  their  hai^,  and  eyen 
to  eat  each  other,  rather  than  surrender  at  discretion. 
Yassili  accepted  these  terms^  and  the  gates  were  openedf  to 
him  (October,  1607). '  Bolotnikof  advanced  before  the  czar 
inHk  undaunted  mien,  and  presenting  his  sword^  with  the 
edge  laid  against  his  neck,  offered  himself  as  a  victim, 
spring,  *'  I  have  kept  the  oatli  I  swore  to  him  who,  rightfully 
or  wrcmgfiilly,  calls  himself  Dmitri.  Deserted  by  him,  I  am 
m  thy  power.  Cut  off  my  head  if  thou  wilt ;  or  if  thou  wilt 
roare  my  life,  I  will  serve  thee  as  I  served  him.*'  Shuisld, 
who  did  not  pique  himsdf  on  generosity,  sent  Bolotnikof  to 
E!argopol,  where  he  soon  after  had  him  drowned.  The  false 
Peter  Feodorovitch  was  hanged ;  bnt  Shakhofskoi,  the  most 
guiliy  of  the  three,  was  more  fortunate.  The  victor  found 
nim  m  chains  when  he  entered  Tenia,  and  ShaUiofikoi  made  * 
a  merit  of  his  sufferings  at  the  hands  of  obstinate  rebels 
whom  he  had  niged  to  submit  to  their  soyereign.  He  obtained 
his  liberty ;  but  the  first  use  he  made  of  it  was  to  rekindle 
tiie  flames  of  insurrection. 

Before  Shuiski  had  terminated  the  siege  of  Toula,  and 
whilst  the  issue  of  his  conflict  with  one  pretender  was  still 
dubious,  another,  assuming  the  name  of  Dmitri,  appesxed  in 
the  fronti^  town  of  Stimdub,  where  he  was  muled  with 
enthusiasm.  Bolotnikof  sent  an  officer  to  him  from  Toula, 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  desperate  condition  of  the  tewn. 
This  envoy  was  a  Polish  adventurer,  named  Zarueki,  who 
had  become  one  of  the  atamans  of  the  Don  Cossacks,  Had 
fought  bravely  for  the  flrst  Dmitri,  and  been  distinguished 
by  his  &yoar.  Although  the  first  glanee  must  have  satisfied 
sarueki  that  the  new  pret«ider  was  an  impostor,  he  affected 
without  the  least  hesitetion  to  reconiise  him  as  his  former 
master.  Another  false  witness  of  this  identity  was  the  Pane 
Miechawiec^,  a  Pole,  who  was  well  known  for  the  eminent 
position  he  had  held  at  the  court  of  the  first  Dmitri,  and 
who  was  now  the  secret  instructor  of  his  successor  in  what 
we  may  csU  the  histrionic  details  belonging  to  his  assumed 
character.  Tlie  pupil  profited  but  badly  by  the  lessons  he 
received ;  for  in  evervtning  but  profusion  he  was  the  reverse 
of  his  prototype,  and  the  least  attentive  observer  could  see 
that  lie  was  a  coarse,  ignorant,  vulgar  kaaye,  qualified  only 
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W  Ilia  iropnJeneft  fin*  the  part  he  had  undeitaken.  The 
Cfossadn  were  not  BOick  fitttidioat  eritics  as  to  be  shocked 
hj  hoB  WBoaiOj  maimacB;  but  the  Pole8»  whilst  troatrng- 
him  at  a  soyeneagnfiir  their  owix  ends,  were  by  no  meant  thff 
dopes  of  hm  gross  importoEew  Baer  states  that  he  waft 
angimlly  a  schoolmaster  of  Sokol,  in  White  Boena  ;  but, 
aemdixig  to  the  Polish  writers,  who  had  better  opportunitiea 
of  leaming  the  truth,  he  wuaLithuftniaiL  Jew,  named  Michael 
Ifoltchanof. 

She  adherents  of  Dmitri,  as  we  shall  henceforth  call  him, 
increased  so  rapidly  in  numbecSy  that  he  was  able  to  def^  a 
detachment  of  Yassili'a  aimj  sent  againat  Lhn  from  Toula^ 
and  to  make  himself  master  of  the  town  of  Kozelsk  on  the 
nmd  to  the  o^ntaL  When  the  fall  of  Toula  had  left  the 
OBBT  at  libedy  to  act  against  him  with  all  hia  foroea,  DmUoci 
*  ntreated  to  Norgofod  SiversM.  There  he  waa  joined  by  un^ 
OE^eeted  reinforcements  led  by  Boaynddy  Sapieha,  Tiszkie^ 
wieSy  Idsaowski  and  others,  the  flower  of  the  Polish  and 
Idtiuianiaachiyalry.  Prince  Adam  Wiasinowieeki,  the  earHeat 
patron  of  the  firet  Dmitri,  came  in  person  to  the  aid  of  bk 
HneeoaKtt  at  the  head  of  two  thonaand  horae*  The  Bon 
flnminf kn  brnmirht  in  ehaina  to  him  anftthfir  adiemflr.  who  had 
tiied  to  TOt  huDaelf  at  their  head.  jUltiiat  ia  known  of  ^ 
man  ia,  uiat  he  ealled  himself  Feodor  Eeodeeoritcb^  and  pce^ 
tended  to  be  the  aon  of  the  esas  Feodor*  Bis  more  proa* 
penms  riral  in  impoatmre  eendemned  him  to  death. 

Dmitri's  majf  eommandsd  by  the  Tetemn  prinee  Boman 
Baqmekiy  de&ated  tiiot  of  the  caar  with  great  havoc  neav 
Telkho^an  the  of  April,  im  AU  the  wimushed 
who  earaped  the  lances  of  the  Pbles  and  Oossadv  fled  in 
disoider  to  Moscow,  and  had  the  rietors  posesed  liieir  adwi*^ 
tage,  Ae  cnntal  would  have  fidlen  into  tibrir  hands.  Pci^ 
sibly  the  Pofish  leadm  weie  in  secret  nnwilling  to  let  tiieir 
protege  triumph  too  soon  or  too  completely,  or  to  giro  np 
JCososw  to  piUage,  which  is  always  more  profitable  to  ilie 
soldier  than  to  i£e  general ;  but,  whate?er  waa  the  reaaoOi 
they  halted  at  the  rillage  of  Tuahino,  twebe  Tezsts  from 
Koscow,  whieh  the  impostor  made  his  head-qparters,  and 
there  he  held  his  court  mr  seventeen  months. 

"With  a  riew  to  prerail  on  Sigismond  to  recal  the  PoUali 
Tolunteers  iiL  Dmitri's  service,  Yassili  resolyed  to  liberate  thq 
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MolMMdoKi,  tlie  paktine  of  Sendomir  and  liia  daughtairy  and 
tiio  other  "FcAm  mom  he  liad  kept  in  captiviij'  aiiioe  the  nuHK 
aacre  of  Moaoow*  With  thdr  libertj  he  Imlowed  on  them 
indeinmications  for  tiieir  Iosbcs,  and  aiilj«Kacted  from  them. 
aplidge  that  they  Tronld  moi  betf  anii»«gaai8l;Bii8Bia,  or 
m  mj  mif  fiv^our  th*  new  prelendar.  Thus,  after  haying 
made  tfmi  of  the  moBt  solemn  oaths,  Yaanli  apected  to 
ind  in  meaveo  deeply pvoroked,  aarupLeB  of  conscience  which 
he  had  ii0?eB  known  biniadf.  Ha  aant  Mniszek  and  hiir 
dangbtor  nmtqf  under  dbargo  of  an  eaeort^  but  they  were 
aiteaepted  by  a  detachment  of  Poles,  and  cacned  to  Bmitra'tf 
aanq^  ^Btey  bad  l^en  prepared  for  this  event  hj  a  laittar 
pren^iflly  receired  by  the  palatine  from  his  pretended  aoook 
mhar,  wMoh  OBPtahiefi  this  remi^kable  phnBe»-«*^Goiim 
Mh  jm  to  me,  instead  of  going  to  bide  yonnehaa  m 
Poland  nsom  the  worid'e  bcohl'*  He  eonld^  haxdhr  hwm 
(bopped  fkbant mose  adapted  to  mofe  a  wemea  of  llurinafa 
diaraGiar.  Bather  than  go  baek  to  enoowator  xidieiilD'  wt 
Sandoanig,  die  una  wflling  to  abaxe-the  bed  of  a  bandit  wio 
Bri§^  bestow  a  erowA  upuL^bar.  B  a-  aaid,  bowefer,  that; 
in  flienr  fisat  intevrieir  iritb  Smitn  neitbiar  ahe  nor  her 
Ihthar  taatifieA  all  the  emotioin  beitting  so  touobing  an. 
oooaaionynaB  oonid  onite  eonoeal  their  aoxpnae  at  the  ahriilr 
of  a  man  noir  a4  all  like  bim  iriioae  name  bo  bote»  Bot 
afinr  m  tew  daya  the  aoene  of  meeting  irae  pbrjred  over 
amnn  nitb  mose  snooeaa,.  andtiu  wboie  euaif  ma  wHneaa  of 
itfanna'a  denumatrationa  of  tendfimmafor  her  bnaband  In. 
qpahigj  fiar  bar  iimioua  eoldBaBa  it  wm  aaid  thal^  bariiig 
ao  hm  believed  bar  Smitci  ima  dsady  die  dmat  not  yield  to 
the  d€£gbt  of  aeeing  him  alive  again  mstil  die  bad  leoevnd 
the  nK>Bt  eertain  pfooft  that  it  wae  not  a  dabirion,  Thia 
dnmay  evniae  waa  admitted;:  Marina'a  noegnition  of  the 
impoalnr  bron^  over  to  bim  nnmbece  vrbo  bad  doubted  iSSk 
Hm;  and  the  nawa  being  soon  apzead  abroady  almost  all 
Bnaaia  deehied  fiir  him,  ezc^t  Moaoow,  Novgorod,  and 
Snudanah* 

This  waa  the  cidminating  point  of  his  fortunes :  their  de- 
cline was  rapid.  GChe  mutual  jealousy  of  tiie  Polish  com- 
manders rose  to  auch  a  pitch  that  it  became  necessary  to 
divide  the  army ;  and  Sapieha  quitted  the  camp  of  Tushino, 
with  ^0,000  man  and  60  cannon^  to  lay  &iege  to  the  ikmous 
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monastaj  of  the  Trinity,  near  Howow;  which  mm  the 
Mine  time  a  powerful  fortress  and  the  most  revered  sanctuary 
of  Buflsian  orthodoij.  The  support  which  Shniakl  zeeeifed 
from  the  monks  was  worth  more  to  him  than  an  aznj ;  fat 
hesides  large  subsidiBfl^  he  derived  from  them  a  moral  force 
which  still  kept  many  of  his  subjects  true  to  their  alle* 
giancet  The  loss  of  such  auxiliaries  would  have  eansnni* 
mated  his  ruin ;  therefore  the  capture  of  the  monastery  was 
of  extreme  importance  to  the  impostor.  But  in  spite  of  the 
most  strenuous  efforts,  continued  for  six  weeks,  Qapidia  was 
unable  to  obtain  the  least  advantage  over  a  garrison  whoee 
courage  was  exalted  by  leligious  enthusiaam;  and  mean* 
while  the  Poles  had  to  sustain  a  harassing  and  murderous 
guerilla  warfare,  waged  against  them  by  the  plundered  pea- 
sants,  whom  they  had  made  desperate.  These  partisan  bands 
were  about  to  be  supported  by  a  more  formidable  army,  led 
by  Skopin  Skuiski  and  by  James  de  la  Gardie,  who  brou^t 
five  thousand  Swedish  auxiliaries  to  YassiU's  aid.  .  Ssrty  in 
1600  these  two  generals  began  a  .  brilliant  campaign  in  tiie 
north ;  the  PoIm  and  the  partisuiB  of  the  impostor  were 
beaten  in  several  encounters,  and  in  a  fiaw  months  the  whde 
aspect  of  tiie  war  was  changed*  IFinally,  Sapiaha  himsdf 
was  defeated  in  an  obstinate  -  engagement,  forced  i§mo- 
nuniously  to  raise  the  siege  of  tiie  monastery,  and  Shut 
himself  up  with  the  rconnant  of  his  force  m  Dnntni^ 
Skopin  entered  lloscow  in  triumph ;  but  YassiU's  jeahmsy 
kept  .him  there  inactive  for  two  months,  imtil  he.  died 
suddenly,  in  his  twenty-fourth  jear.  Yasrili,  to  whose  cause 
the  young  hero's  death  was  ratal,  was  accused  by  pubfic 
rumour  of  having  effected  it  by  poison. 

Por  s(mie  months  before  this  time  there  had  been  a  new 
dinnmon in liiefield,  whose  appearance  was  equally  to  be. 
dreaded  birShuiski  and  Dmitri.  About  tiie  end  of  September, 
1609,  Si^mond,  king  of  Poland,  laid  aiege  to  Smoieni^, 
with  .an  army  of  twdve  thousand  men,  and  immediately 
summoned  to  bis  standard  the  Poles  who  served  under 
Dmitri  9?he  greater  part  of  them  complied,  and  the 
impostor  fled  to  Kaluga.  In  the  spring  of  1610  Bussia 
presented  a  most  deplorable  spectacle,  being  devastated  by 
three  great  armies,  all  opposed  to  one  another.  In  the  west, 
SigiBiuond  was  pressing  the  siege  of  Smolensk  j  in  the  soutli, 
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Dmitri  was  in  poBsession  of  Kaluga,  Tula,  and  some  other 
towiuu  Some  of  the  Poles  who  had  quitted  the  impostor's 
wemice  had  eBtabUshed  themselves  on  the  banks  of  the  TJgra, 
in  a  fertile  country,  which  had  not  yet  ezperi^ced  the 
snfierings  of  war;  and  there,  xmAet  the  command t of .-thei)* 
new  leader,  John  Sapieha,  they  offered  their  servkes  simul- 
taneously to  Sigismond  and  the  false  Dmitrii  being  ready  to 
join  whicherer  of  them  bid  highest,  Nor  was  this  all :  one 
of  the  Bnssian  princes,  Procope  Idapunof,  took  adyantage  of 
the  general  confusion  to  raise  a  new  banner.  He  pro- 
ekttbned  himself  the  defender  of  the  Mth,  and,  at  the  head  of 
a  consideoeable  force,  waged  a  war  of  extermina^on  against 
tihe  Poles  and  the  Eussians  who  recognised  either  Dmitri  or 
TassiU.  A  chronicler  applies  to  him  the  phrase  whidh 
had  served  to  characterise  Attila : — "  No  grass  grow  where 
his .  horse's  hoof  had  been."  And  as  if  all  these  armies 
were  not  enough  for  the  desolation  of  the  land,  the  Tatars 
of  the  Crimea  liad  crossed  the  Oka,  under  pretence  of 
snooounng  YassiHy  their  ally,  but  in  reality  to  plunder' 
the  villages,  and  make  multitudes  of  captives,  whom  they 
carried  CND  into  slavery. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  Eussia  at  the  moment  of 
Skopin's  death.  Yassili  still  derived  some  hope  from  the 
division  of  his  enemies,  and  turned  his  whole  attention 
against  the  most  i^rmidable  among  them*  He  despatched 
to  the  relief  of  Smolensk  an  army  of  nearly  sizfy  thousand 
men,  consisting  partly  of  foreign  mercenaries,  tinder  James 
de  la  Gardie ;  hut  he  gave  tiie  chief  command  to  his  broths, 
Dmitri  Shuiidu,  who  was  neither  liked  nor  respected  by  the 
soldiers.   Chiefly  in  consequence  of  this  iatal  appointment 
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▼etetan  Zolkiewski,  and  was  forced  to  lay  down  its  arms. 
But  for  tiie  enormous  blunders  subsiBqufflitly  cominitt^  by 
Sigismond,  the  battle  of  Klushino  might  have  for  ever  deters 
mined  the  preponderance  of  Poland  in  the  north. 

The  defeat  of  Klushino  was  immediately  followed  by  an 
insurrection  at  Moscow.  Yassili  Shniski  was  deposed,  and 
fcmsed  to  become  a  monk ;  and  being  soon  aflber  delivered  up 
toffigismond,  he  ended  his. days  in  a  Polish  prison.  The 
same  event  was  equally  disastrous  to  .the  lalse  Dmitri. 
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Deserted  by  Sapieha  and  hia  Poles,  he  lost  all  hope  of 
ascending  the  throne  of  Moscow ;  he  Ih'cd  as  a  robber  in 
Kaluga,  at  the  head  of  his  ferocioijs  gangs  of  Cossackfl  and 
Tatars,  until  he  was  murdered  by  the  latter  in  Decembex; 
1610,  in  revenge  for  the  death  of  one  of  their  coimtiyinen 
whom  he  bad  drowned.  Marina  was  far  advanced  in  preg^ 
wncif  when  she  lost  her  second  husband.  She  was  deHvered 
of  a  son,  who  received  the  name  of  iTn,  and  to  whom  the 
little  court  of  Xalnga  swore  fealty.  Zamcki  declared 
bimself  the  protector  of  the  mother  jmd  the  cbiUi,  aad  put 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  still  numerous  renuBt  «£  tlM 
faction  that  remained  obrtiaatolj  attached  to  flie  naw  af 
DmitEi.  But  the  eanae  was  hapdew;  iar  Zanafld  aaa 
auiither  a  general  nor  a  afratfamaa;  Ms  takntaireBe'thMP 
enlj  of  a  &U  leader  of  Ooasaok  aumniden. 

iBussia  was  without  a  sovereign,  and  the  capital  was  in 
htmAM  of  the  Polish  marriial.  &Ua0wski  used  his  aduMil^giMi 
with  wise  moderation,  and  easily  paevailed  on  the  weoy  and 
'afflicted  Mufloovdtes  to  resign  theimelveB  to  the  foreign  Jfisbg 
and  agree  to  ofSar  the  tnone  to  Yladislas,  the  son  of 
Sigismond.  One  word  from  the  latter's  lips  might  haw 
reversed  the  subsequent  fortauMB  of  Buana  and  Fdand; 
birt  in  his  selfish  vanity  he  prefezred  the  appeonmoe  df 
wntetiso  its  reality,  Mid  claimea  the  crown  of  the  czars,  not 
for  his  son,  but  for  himeeE  ^ulanlni,  inafaop  a£  Bosto^ 
and  other  ambassadors,  were  lent  to  him  at  his  camp  before 
Smolensk,  to  make  known  the  resolution  of  the  Eussians  in 
fimnir  of  Yladishuu  SifiinDond  insisted  that  they  should  at 
once  put  him  in  poneanon  of  BmotemBk,  whUk  he  liad  been 
besieging  fiir  a  year;  and  tfak  beong  refoaed,  lie  aeiied  the 
ambaaaadoni,  ana  afterwards  carried  thein  amj  to  PoUandy 
where  they  renumied  nine  yeaM  in  captiviiy. 

Zolkiewaldi  foreseeing  the  eonaeqneneea  of  Ida  maatec^ 
folly,  against  which  he  iuidTemonBtratodinTBniy  rdaied  ham. 
the  government  of  Moaeow,  leaviw  GonaiewBid  aa  Im 
Buccessor.  The  Polish  troopa  aeiaed  the  princip^  toma, 
proclaimed  Sigismond,  and  oDaerved  none  ot  that  diseretion 
by  which  the  great  marahal  had  won  the  oonfidenoe  and 
-eateem  of  the  vanquished.  National  feeling  awoke  ana 
among  the  Busaians ;  eagerly  responding  to  uie  call  of  &eir 
zavered  patriarch,  Hecmogenes,  they  took  vp  aiana  in  all 
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ffarii  of  ll»  emjdre,  -nd  mr  wm  ranownd  njA  more  fary 
than  ew.  BinqiwMik  AH  .after  ma  obatuMte  xesistanee 
eig^iteen  monthB ;  "but  at  the  mmeaBi  jq£  1^  last  assault  the 
explosion  of  a  powder  magazine  aet  &e  to  the  citj,  and 
Sigiamond  founa  himself  mastor  onkj  of  a  heap  of  ruins. 
The  Poles  in  Moscow,  assailed  bj  the  Busaians,  secured 
themselves  in  the  Sjremlin,  after  burning  down  the  greater 
part  of  the  city,  and  massacnng  a  hundred  thousand  of  tlie 
inhabitants.  Th^  were  besieged  by  an  immense  lev}'  from 
the  provinces,  consisting  of  three  armies ;  but  these  seemed 
more  disposed  to  fight  with  each  other  than  to  force  the 
Poles  in  their  entrenchments.  One  of  them  consiated  chiefly 
Off  vagabonds  escaped  from  the  camp  at  Tushino,  and  vras 
commanded  by  prince  Trubetskoi.  Zarucki  led  another  in 
the  name  of  Marina's  son  ;  the  third  army,  and  the  only 
one,  perhaps,  whose  commander  sincerely  desired  the  inde- 
pendence of  his  country,  was  tliat  of  prince  Procope 
Xdapunof ;  but  that  brave  leader  was  assassinated,  and  the 
besiegers,  disheartened  by  his  death,  immediately  dispersed. 
About  the  same  time,  the  patriarch  Hermogenes,  the  soul  of 
the  national  insurrection,  died  in  his  prison  m^the  iLcemiin, 
to  which  he  had  be('n  consigned  by  the  Poles. 

Anarchy  was  rampant  in  Kussia  ;  every  town  usurped  the 
right  to  act  in  the  name  of  the  whole  empu^e,  and  set  up 
chiefs  whom  they  deposed  a  few  days  afterwards.  Kasan 
and  Viatka  proclaimed  the  son  of  Marina;  Novgorod, 
rather  than  open  its  gates  to  the  Poles,  called  in  the  Swedes, 
and  tendered  the  crown  to  Charles  Philip,  second  son  of  the 
reigning  king  of  Sweden,  and  brother  of  Gnstavus  Adolphus. 
Another  impostor  assumed  the  name  of  Dmitri,  and  kept  his 
state  for  awhile  at  Pleskof ;  but  being  at  last  identified  as 
one  Isidore,  a  fugitive  monk,  he  was  hanged.  When  aU 
sceuK  d  lost  in  irretrievable  disorder,  the  country  was  saved 
by  an  obscure  citizen  of  Nijni  Novgorod.  He  was  a 
butcher,  named  Kozma  Minin,  distinguished  by  nothing  but 
the  possession  of  a  sound  head,  and  a  brave,  honest,  unsehSsh 
heart.  Boused  by  his  words  and  his  example,  his  fellow- 
citizens  took  up  arms,  and  resolved  to  devote  all  their  wealth 
to  the  hist  fraction  to  the  maintenance  of  an  army  for  the 
deliverance  of  their  country.  Prom  Nijni  Novgorod  the 
same  spirit  spread  to  other  towns,  and  prince  Pojarski,  who 
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had  heea  lieutenant  to  the  brave  Iiiapimix^  was  soon  aUe  to 
take  the  field  at  the  head  of  a  coniidenUe  force,  whilst 
Hinin,  whom  the  popular  voice  sidled  Ifta  eUH  qf  tke  nMh 
Suiiian  ermirey  ably  seconded  mm  in  an  adminiatnthe 
capacity,  rojarski  drove  the  Poles  before  him  from  town  to 
town;  and  having  at  length  arrived  under  the  walla  of  Ae 
KremliTi,  in  August,  1612,  he  sustained  for  three  days  a  hot 
contest  against  Chodkiewicsy  the  successor,  of  Gonisiewdd^ 
defeated  him,  and  put  him  to  flight.  Burt^  of  the  Polish 
troops,  nndear  the  command  of  colonel  Nicholas  Strusa^ 
zetumed  to  the  citadel  and  defended  it  for  some  weeloi 
longer.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  bein^  pressed  by  famine, 
they  capitulated;  and  on  the  22nd  of  October,  16123,  tiie 
princes  Tojarski  and  Dmitri  TKmbetzkoi  entered  together 
into  that  indoBure  which  is  the  heart  of  the  country,  and 
sacred  in  the  eyes  of  all  true  Bussians.  The  assistance  di 
Si^smond  came  too  late  to  arrest  the  flight  of  the  Poles. 

Upon  the  first  successes  obtained  by  prince  Pojarski  the 
phantom  of  Dmitri,  and  all  the  subaltern  pretenders,  dis- 
appeared as  if  by  magic.  Zamcki,  feeling  that  an  irresistible 
poAv  cr  was  about  to  overwhelm  him,  was  anxious  only  to 
secure  himself  a  refuge.  Carrying  Marina  and  her  son  with 
liini,  lie  made  ineffectual  efforts  to  raise  the  Don  Cossacks. 
After  suffering  a  defeat  near  Toroneje,  he  reached  the  Volga, 
and  took  possession  of  Astrakhan,  with  the  intention  of 
fortifying  himself  there;  but  the  generals  of  Michael 
Homanof,  the  newly -elected  czar,  did  not  allow  him  time. 
Driven  from  thai  ciLy,  and  pursned  by  superior  forces^  he 
was  preparini:!^  to  reach  the  eastern  sliore  of  tlie  Caspian, 
when  he  was  surprised,  in  tlie  begiuniug  of  duly,  1614,  on. 
the  banks  of  the  Talk,  and  delivered  up  to  the  Muscovite 
generals,  along  with  Marina  and  the  son  of  the  second 
Dmitri.  The^^  were  immediately  taken  to  Moscow,  where 
Zarucki  was  unpaled ;  Ivan,  who  was  but  three  years  old, 
was  hanged ;  and  Marina  was  shut  up  in  a  prison^  where  she 
ended  her  days. 
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•  CHAPTEE  XVm. 

-  ACfOBSfllOir  OV  THE  HOTTSB  07  BOICAJTOT— KIOHASL-^ 

ALEXIS — FEODOJB  II. 

Xrx  deliveranoe  of  Moscow  had  alone  been  awaited  in 
^er  to  fill  the  vacant  throne  by  a  free  elecfaon.  Thia 
etmld  not  properly  take  place  exo^t  in  that  revered  aano- 
toarf  of  the  csaiian  power,  the  Kremlin,  wbere  the  sove- 
reigiis  were  crowned  at  their  accession,  and  where  their 
aahes  reposed  afber  their  death.  Delivered  now  irom  all 
foreign  influence,  the  boyaES  of  the  coumsily  in  November, 
i612y  despatohed  letters  or' maaidates  to  eveiy  town  in  tiie 
leiDpire,  commanding  the  clergy,  nobility,  and  citizens  to 
aend  deputieB  immediately  to  Moacow,  endowed  with  full 
pow«r  to  meet  in  the  national  council  (zemskU  aotelh)^  and 
^proceed  to  the  election  of  a  new  czar.  At  the  aame  tune,  to 
invoke  the  bleaaing  of  God  upon  this  important  act,  a  &st  of 
three  days  -  was  commanded.  Tbeae  orders  were  received 
ifitii  great  entiinaiasm  tbronghont  the  whole  cooiitty:  the 
fast  was  BO  rigCKonsly  observed,  aocordine  to  contemporary 
records,  that  no  person  took  the  least  nonriuiment  dnring  that 
interval,  and  mraieni  even  refused  the  breast  to  their  ii&nts. 

The  election  day  came:  it  was  in  Lent,  in  the  year  1618. 
Xhe  debates  were  long  and  stormy.  l%e  princes  Mstis* 
lavaki  and  Fojarski,  it  appears,  refused  the  crown  y  the 
flection  of  pxince  Dmitri  %roubetskoi  foiled,  and  the  other 
candidates  were  set  aside  for  various  reasons.  After  much 
hesitation  the  name  d  Michael  Bomanof  was  nut  forwiard ; 
a  young  man  sixteen  years  of  age,  personally  unknown, 
but  xecoaomended  bj  the  virtues  of  his  &ther,  Philaretes, 
aind  ^in  whose  behalf  tiie  boyars  had  been  canvassed  by  the 
patriaKch  Hermogenes,  the  hdy  maH^  to  the  national 
cause.  The  Bomanofii  were  connected  through  the  female 
branch  with  thiaandait  dynasty.  Theanciastors  df  MSohael 
had  filled  the  highest  offices  in  the  state.  .  He  fiilfflled, 
moneover,  the  required  conditions.  There  were  bat  Itoee 
surviving  members  in  his  fiumlv,"  says  Strahlenberg ;  ^^he 
had  not  been  implicated  in  the  preceding  troubles;  his 
fiiQier  was  an  ecomiastM^  and  in  consequ^ce  natumlly  more 
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disposed  to  secure  peace  and  imioiii  than  to  mix  himaeif  up 
Iq  turbulent  projects." 

The  name  of  the  new  candidate,  supported  by  the  metro- 
politan of  Moscow,  *  was  hailed  with  acclamation,  and  after 
some  discussion  lie  was  elected.  The  unanimous  voice  of  the 
assembly  raised  iMicliacl  Peodorovitch  to  the  throne.  Before 
he  ascended  he  was  required  to  swear  to  the  following 
conditions : — "  That  he  would  protect  religion ;  that  he 
would  pardon  and  forget  ail  that  had  been  done  to  his 
ikther ;  that  he  would  make  no  new  laws,  nor  alter  the  old, 
unless  drcumstancea  imperatively  required  it ;  and  that,  in 
important  eaiise»,  he  would  decide  nothing  hj  himself,  hut 
that  thd  ^sting  Iwwb^  and  the  usual  forma  of  trial,  should 
lemain  in  force;  that  he  would  not  at  his  own  pleaaim 
make  either  war  or  peace  with  his  neighboura  f  and  that,  to 
avoid  all  suits  mdividuals,  he  would  mign  his  estates 
to  his  Similj,  or  incorporate  thMi  wi^  the  mmi  domains.'* 
SNvaUcnbeKff  aida^  that  Aleiii^  on  hm  weomm,  awwa 
olxwrfe  tim  wmm-  mmiVmn, 

Jhime  ibrms,  hofwever  futile  ths^  najf  hme^  been,  m 
remarkaUs}-  not  because  they  render  aacMi  ft  ligbt^  whidir 
stands  in  no  need  c£  tiias%  but  because  Huiy  lecai  it  to 
ndnd ;  and  also  because  Hafffjtcfve  that,  eyen,  on  the  soil 
most  favinMUa  to  dsspotisay  a  charter  wbkb  should  gno 
absslats  pow^  to  a  monafch  would  sppeas  sncb  a  gross 
absovdity,  that  we  knoir  ao6  tha4  an  nstMMS  si  tbe  land 
ever  existed. 

JSfotbmg  could  be  more  critical  than  Hkm  state  of  the 
empire  at  the  momsnt  when  its  dsstimes  wese  eonfidsd^teni 
youth  of  seventeen.  IHsoirder  and  anarcl^  eveiywbere  pre* 
wied.  OustnalflC  gives  us  the  following  pictae The 
strongholds  on  l^e  frontier  which  should  nave  served  to 
dsfend  his  dominions,  were  in  iiie-  bands  of  external  or  ixK 
temal  enemies,  Xhe  Gtaredes  possessed  Kexholm,  Oreshed^ 
Koporie,  and  even  ISTovgorod.  The  Poles  ruied  in  Smolenk.. 
Dorogobuje,  Putifk^  mad.  Tchemigof ;  the  country  aienl 
Pskof  was  in  the  powmr  of  Lisowski ;  Eaisin,  ELasmrSy  and' 
Tula  struggled  feebly  against  the  Tatars  of  the  Crimea  audi 
tbe  Kofid;  Ssmftski  (Zanuid)  mm  establisbed  in  iLstnk 

•  nne  mviw  psftriasci  ellMi  ttM 
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Uan^  Kasaa  ws  in  revohk  lioine,  banda  of  OoMMcks 
from  tihe  Don  wni  tiieZapm>gDeay  and  whole  diiMMUir  if 
Sate  and  Tatars  nwaged  the  mUagea  and  tke  aanmAa 
tluife  iteve  stilL  anfluMv  whan  there  were  kopea  ef  tnding 
booty.  The  couafay  wia  maBtod»  aaldiers  were  dying  A 
hanger^  tlM  Lmd-tac  ma  a»i  longer  ec^kc^ed^  aiuL  noi  s 
kopM^  waft  A  tfao'  isBBaaiii^  The  iMe  jawala»  crowns  af 
gaoafc  price,  aoqptres,  precioua*  atanai^  Taaaa,  all  iMd  lioi 
plmdaaad  and  aaniad  mto'  Mid 

*  'Bam  jowm  ponoe  waa  annomidKl  hf  oaurfiaEfr  bebogng 
tft  iaraiitT  di&reni  &cti(m&  Thera  were  to  be  iMmd  Oft 
ftiMda  <rf  CkNbno^tiie  datedan  af  Bk«Un»  the  oei^^ 
aCYladiaia^  and  avaa  pnrtiaaaii  at  the  baigandef  Tnriaiin 
ia'  a  laaady.  maar  ptamakiff  the  meat  wioaa  mimona  aad 
aiMij  hnf  fill  nuimlV  niaWtSwiri,  and  inn^ln  nfylriHiiig  lha 
mnallaat  poiat  aa  legardad  preeadance*  The  lowar  cba% 
inifcatad  by  ten  yaan-  o£  soiae^,  ware  baaooae  habituated  ta 
anuehy,  and  it  waa  not  withouib  diSeiilty  and  reaiataBoa  on 
tilav'  part  that  ftaj  nere  aadiiead  to  obedtenee.*'  Snah^ 
ttan^  waa  the?  wtaatkm  of  tbeoountrf ;  butMicbMLfbud 
BMue  to<aadea»  it. 

I^otirithataadiiur  the  deipanatar  atate  of  hk  <BaDe%  the 
inaebaBdhmtioe  af  hia  teoops,  the  ULwill  df  the  dieta^  and 
the  canfiiderattana  aantmnaJlj  springing  up  lu^uaat  Yam^ 
Sigiaaonnd  didiiot  aiiandoii  hia  attea^  uponBaaaia;  bnfc 
the  negotiatioiia  whidi  enaiiad  in  aonaeqiianaey  upon  wioaa 
eooanons,  prodnoed  no  zaault.  Tladiaku^  at  the  haad  af  aa 
army,  once  moae  croaaed  the  fi»ntMffa»  and  appeased  teat  the 
aaaand  time,  in  1617,  under  the  walla  of  Hoaaow,  whidi  he 
aaaaelted,  and  whence  he  waa  rapolaad.  Baoateed'  im  tbe 
•  e^aatation  which  the  intelligence  he  k^t  up  with  Taaeua 
dnafil  had  induced  him  to  form,  haraseed  Dj  his  troops,  ivhiot 
were  <hHi[M)rous  for  pay,  he  consented  to  renounce  the  title 
of  eaOB^  which  he  had  up  to  that  period  assumed,  and  coa- 
dnded,  on  the  1st  of  December,  1618,  an  armistice  for 
fourteen  years.  The  peace  of  Stolbovna,  26th  of  January,. 
1617,  had  terminated  the  preceding  year  the  war  with 
Sweden,  and  was  purchased  by  the  surrender  of  Ingria, 
Carelia,  and  the  whole  country  between  Ingria  and  Nov- 
gorod;  besides  the  formal  renunciation  of  Livonia  and Es- 
tkoniay  and  the  payment  of  a  sum  oi'  money.  . 
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The  captivity  of  Philaretes  had  now  Insted  nine  years; 
from  Warsaw  he  had  heen  removed  to  the  castle  of  Marien« 
biffg,  and  it  was  from  that  pkee,  as  it  is  asserted,  that  he 
faund  means  to  communicate  with  the  council  of  the  bojm» 
and  use  his  influence  in  the  election  of  the  caar,  nayet 
dreaming  that  it  would  fall  upon  his  son.  The  ecssatittt'of 
hMtiiities  restored  him  to  freedom.  He  returned  to  Moscow 
en  tiie  I4th  of  Jima^  1619,  and  mm  imiaediat^  elevated  to 
the  patriarchal  chair,  which  hnA  remained  want  frooi  the 
deaw  of  Hermogenes,  in  1613.  Hia  son  made  him  co- 
regent,  and  the  ukases  of  that  date  are  all  headed  Michael 
feodotcinteh,  Sovereign,  Czar,  and  Grand-Fiince  of  all  tiie 
Sussias,  and  his  father  Philareteii  mighly  Lord  and  meet 
liolj  Patriarch  of  all  the  EusaiMy  ordery"  &c.  There  exist, 
inonoTer,  ukases  iaaaed  in  tiie  sole  name  of  the  patriarch, 
ftna  called  out  of  his  mud  apkeie  of  action,  and  placed  in 
one  in  which  abeolute  power  was  granted  him.  fia  tebk 
pari  in  aU  politioal  affairs ;  all  foreign  amhassadors  w€Be 
presented  to  him,-  as  well  as  to  the  csar:  and  at  those 
solemn  audiences,  ae  well  as  at  tahle,  he  oceapied  the  right 
of  the  Boyereign.  He  held  hia  own  court,  composed  of 
fltoliuda  and  other  officers ;  in  a  word,  he  ahared  wiHh  his 
aon  all  the  prerogatives  of  siqpceme  power«  Prom  tide^ 
peried  dates  tiie  splendour  of  the  patriarehate,  which  at  ft 
later  epoch  excited  the  jealousy  of  the  csar  Peter  the  Oseat, 
who  waa  induced  to  auppieaa  it  in  1721. 

Philaietea  always  gave  wise  advice  to  his  son,  and  the 
inftnetMie  he  ezercued  over  him  win  ahrnys  himOj  direeted. 
A  general  cenaoi,  of  which  he  originated  the  idBa,  pKodnoed 
iprnt  improvement-  in  the  revenue;  but,  pcriu^  wiAonl 
mtending  it,  he  contributed  hy  thia  meaaore  to  give  tadfy  to 
tiie  ayatMn  of  bondage  to  tiie  soil*  lint  the  perfinmanee  at 
hia  diitv  aa  head  paator,  he  directed  all  hia  effiortB  to  xe« 
eatabliah  a  preaa  at  MoiCOw,t  which  had  been  abandoned 
during  the  tronblea  of  the  interregnum;  and  he  luid  Ae 
aatmetion  of  aeeing,  after  1624^  many  copiea  of  tinldtnrgy 
lamiefiromit.  He  took  part  in  the  attempts  made  to  reform 

♦  Sec  Oustrialors  "Histoire  de  Russie.** 
'  t  Established  in  1560.  The  first  book  printed  in  Moscow,  "The 
Srangelist,"  appeared  Sn  the  inonth  oC  Maidiy  1564.  fieagarwarili 
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tima  boQk%  tiie  contents  of  wlusb  had,  in  tlie  opinion  of 
maiij  iriae  ecdesiasfeicsy  been  tmonsly  altered  in  the-  Sal»- 
wnc  tfandfttions ;  and  the  quarrels  whidi.  thenoe  axiO0e» 
wwamepcyiDg  under  Job,  were  destined  to  awiime  a  iwMt 
grave  character  under,  tiie  patriiaoh  l^ieoBy  one  of  the  mic- 
eessors  of  Philaretes. 

The  peace  idth  Poland  being  onl^  for  a  stated  term:  of 
years,  jfiehael  endeavooredy  before  its  expiration,  to  have 
ids  troops  placed  in  such  a  ooncUtion  by  foreign  officers,  that 
he  might  be  able  to  reconquer  the  countries  ceded  to  the 
£oiefl«  Nay,  on  the  death  of  Bigismond,  ere  the  urmlstice 
ma  expued,  he  beffan  the  attempt  to  reoorer  these  terri- 
traiesy  imder  the  iue  pretext  that  he  had  eondnded  a  peace 
with  Sigtsmond,  and  not  with  liis  successor.  But  the 
BnsBian  commander,  Michael  Schein,  the  yery  same  who  had 
TftUwIly  defended  Smolensk  with  a  small  number  of  troops 
against  the  Poles,  now  lay  two  whole  years  indolently  before 
utali  town,  with  an  army  of  fifty  thouMndmen,  and  proyided 
with  good  artillery,  and  at  length  retreated  on  capitulation^ 
ar  retreat  for  which  he  and  his  friends  were  brought  to 
answer  with  their  heads.  The  Bussian  nation  were*  so 
dissatisfied  with  this  campaign,  and  tiie  king  of  Sweden, 
whom  Michael  wanted  to  engage  in  an  alliance  with,  him 
against  the  Poles,  showed  so  little  inclination  to  comphr, 
that  the  czar  was  fain  to  return  to  the  former  amioaHe 
zehitton  with  Pohmd.  Peace  was  therelSnre  again  agreed  on, 
and  matters  remained  as  they  were  before. 

During  his  reign,  which  continued  till  1645,  Michael  had 
ttnploymemt  enough  in  endeayouring  to  heal  the  wounds 
wlneh  the  spirit  m  &otion  had  infli^d  on  his  country ;  to 
eompoee  the  disorders  that  had  arisen;  to  restore  tbe 
adnmnatcaiion  which  had  been  so  often  disjointed  and 
xrinsed;  to  ^ye  new  yigour  and  activity  to  the  laws,  dis* 
ebeyed  and  inefficient  £unng  the  genenii  oonfosions;  and 
to  .  communicate  fresh  life  to  expiring  commerce.  It  re* 
dounda  greatly  to  his  honour  that  he  proceeded  in  all  Ibese 
zespeetS'With  prudence  and  moderation,  and  brought  liie 
disofganiaed  machine  of  goyemment  ag&in  into  play.  More 
than  .this,  the  restoration  of  the  old  order  of  things,  was  not 
to  be  expected  of  him.  Much  that  he  was  unab&  to  .eflSsict 

his  son  and  successor,  Alexis. 
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The  administration,  however,  of  the  boyar  Bona  Morosof, 
to  whom  Michael  at  hia  death  committed  the- educatiou  of 
Alexis,  then  in  his  sixteenth  year,  well-nigh  destroyed  the 
tranquillity  which  had  so  lately  been  restored.  Morosof 
trod  ill  the  footsteps  of  Eoria  Godunof,  put  himself,  as  that 
favourite  of  tlie  czar  had  done,  into  the  highest  posts,  and 
thus  acquired  the  mo8t  extensive  authority  in  tlie  state, 
turned  out  all  that  stood  in  his  way,  distributed  offices  and 
dignities,  as  they  fell  vacant,  among  his  friends  and  creatures, 
and  even  became,  like  Boris,  a  near  relation  of  czar  Alexia, 
by  marrying  a  sister  of  the  czaritza.  Like  his  prototype^ 
indeed,  Morosof  effected  much  good,  particularly  by  makoog 
the  army  a  main  object  of  his  concern,  by  strmgthening  th» 
frontiers  against  Poland  and  Sweden,  ereicting  manu&ctoriear 
for  arms,  taking  a  number  of  foreieners  into  pi^  £Dr  the 
better  disciplining  of  the  army,  and  diligently  exercising  the 
troops  bimsell  But  these  important  services  to  the  stata 
comlid  not  render  the  people  iuenflibie  to  tiie  numerous  acts 
o£  injustice  and  op^Msion  which  wm  pndand  with  im^ 
punitf  by  the  par&  ptoteetod  by  tlda  mmim  of  the  esu;^ 
ke  most  ^ntm^m^wL  eonmitted,  mm  p» 
tumlarly  in  tl^  adnanirtKation  of  iustiesu  The  aentenee  d 
iiit  judge  was  warped  to  either  side  by  pMonAi;  wtaxamm 
wm  to  be  boogbt;  several  o£  the  inagMMto^  hoiiycrm 
■WBediMe  it  may  teen,  kept  a  nwadbee  of  ■BoondreLi  » 
readiness  to  coBPobofate  or  to  eppnsn,  fiicm.8iim  of  money^ 
whatever  they  were  lemiired  to  eonimft  or*  to  deny.  Suul 
pwafligates  weze  particaWfy  emj^oyed  kt  anbr  to  get  rich 
pnuDV  into  eastody  on  charges  of  any  qieeies  dciiifr>» 
quency  sworn  agmnst  them  bjr  ^bUbb  witnnM^  to  mnAmm^ 
tiiem  to  death,  and  then  to  seize  upon  theirpfopeefey ;  as  ibm 
accumulation  of  irealth  seemed  to  be  the  goiesal  diaeao-- 
teristic  of  all  men  in  office.  f!rom  tiie  siiae  oornipt^  fb«Bri»i» 
flowed  It  nidtitiuie  of  monopolies^  and  oiBBamim  taxes  on  Urn 
prhne  neeemies  of  life.  The  consequence  of  all  tinewHi 
tiie  oppeenion  of  the  people  by  priyileged  eztoetioners,  aoi 
murmurs  against  injustice  and  ^e  exorbiteioe  of  ia^ieeliL 
In  eddition  to  this,  those  grandees  who  had  now  theseosiof 
goremment  in  their  hands  assumed  a  haughty,  austeoe 
behaviour  towards  the  subjects,  whereas  Michael  end  hhi 
fiiiher  had  been  Pj  lewdly  aen  indwlyt^.  endltheir  j 
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eommmiicatediteeif  ti^cll^viuyflktM  tnDfrlDtlipirtm.te 

adminiHtratwa^ 

Eroni  tbate  Mnrendi  chhw  arose  disconteote  in  tbe  oakiaai 
such  great  men  a»  were  neglected  and  djinypoiifcti,  eoaur 
tributed  MrhtA  thi^  oould  to  fai  ihm  dbevntents,  sod  t« 
bDB|f  tlMBi  to  overt  act.  Moscow,  the  (naifc  ^  thtt^pnadpal 
magifllnitei  '^^^y  himself  in  the  highest  degree  u^M^  oOBr 
nvw  at  iniitiitiea  ef  kb  subordinate  judges,  was  tbo 
pkea  lAera  ibe  people  first  appIkd^DCsednoK.  Thejr  begaa 
DY  pieaenting  petitioou  to  thm  czar,  imploroi  tlia  jenmuot 
WW  diMrdent,  aoi  exposed  t&  him  in  plain  teaw 
eoMmitted  hj  ii»  fiwaiuEte  ml  kb  adhmiiliflL  Bat  tham 
fitftioBB  wese  of  no  aTsfl,  u  xioiit  of  Ham  mna^lam  imM, 
jmxbsta  to  jnit  tiioiii  iiofto  tite  lynd  «f  ibe  chi^  fior  ftsr  of 
MonMuTB  loBff  «wn'-  Thft  MiniiMM.  tiiflMfibnu  once  ihoiiDaA 
fbe  ew^  SB  Be  wm  lefaauig  ham  dnreii  toi  bis  wm^ 
calling  aloud  for  ngbteous  jud^*  Alexis  promised  them  lie 
ante  steiet  inquiry  into  tiienr  griefsnees^  and  to-  kdict 
fnUtmmA  m  tiie  gnikj ;  the  people^  boiiimr  bei  mfc 
Piihaee  te  ipast  tins  tB;0d7  process^  bsS*  poooeeded  to  plundee 
uebatuseef  wh  of  tbe  great^as  wra  meet  dbnonoue  tv 
titfUL  At  iMWtii  tbflj  wees  paoifidd  enl^  on  esimBliien  thsfc 

eiriiieca  of  tiianr  mpresMMi  efioaid  be  \mw^ 
cmMgd  punaribnent.  itet^  boMWy.  tiU^  Acf  bwl  biUk 
tbe  principal  magistrate^  aiui  other  obeesioes  personi^  amC 
fbeeiidfiinntlncEartbeabadatieaof  ewie  of  ine  neer  taae^. 
and  ttie  dealdi  of  anotfier  nefiuciooe  judge,  ooald  thsj  be" 
iodBoadto  spare.  teHfis  of  Moiosei^w^gb  tbe  eaarbintt^ 
eotaated  ftir  Idbi  with  tean.  ThencefaBthMoarpaef  tfoewfji 
to  be  tbe  sdb fldfcriieD' of  bieaoveMign,  tbooj^  be  eontuniedl 
tO"  enjoy  hie  faeoiiv  and  afeotion. 

Bom  tbie  alter  tbsM  emde^  diatubanen  net  1^ 
oeaoMMl  in  lleihof  and  No^^arod^  and  wei*  not  ^pelleil 
enia  xeedi  aisobief  bad  bean  done.  Xfae  padfafapn*  oC 
Ifofgoaed  was  nainfydne  to  AewiadonvandiatnfMitf  of 
ite  gahlirafpd  IBeotty  who  was  efisiwda  pataaadi* 

Wbiie  tbe  nation  wan  m  tiiie  leetiesa  and  angry*  nioed|. 
anotberfidie  Baaitii  ttoij^  to  avail  bimaelf  of  an.  oppn^ 
tunity  apparently  ae&fewaUe  te  gather  a  party*  He  wan 
the  son  oi  a  draper  bathe  ViraBii^  and  wea  ptoi^ptod  to  bai 
imposture  by  a  Polish  nobleeiaay.  named  Bandofrid.  0am 
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dsjr,  when  the  young  man  wbb  bathings  marks  were  dbseinrad 
on  his  lack  wMeh  were  thought  to  resemble  letters  of  some 
unknown  tongue.  DaniloTBki  hearing  of  this  freak  of  na- 
tme^  datermmed  to  build  a  plot  upon  it.  He  Bcnt  for  tiw 
young  man,  and  had  tlic  marka  examined  by  a  Ghreek  pope 
whom  he  had  suborned.  The  pope  eried  out,  A  mivadel'* 
and  declared  timt  the  letters  were  Bussian^  and  formed 
distinctly  these  words : — Bmitri,  son  of  the  essait  J}mUri» 
The  public  murder  of  Marina's  infimt  son  was  notorious; 
but  that  diffieulty  was  met  by  the  common  device  of  an 
alleged  change  of  chfldzen,  and  the  Poles  were  invited  to 
lina  their  aid  to  the  true  prince  thus  miraculouBl^  identified* 
Xfaey  were  willing  enough  to  do  bo;  but  the  tridt  was  too 
stale  to  impose  on.  the  Bussians.  The  impcnitor  found  no 
adherents  amone  them ;  and  after  a  wietchea  Hfe  of  yagrancy 
and  crimey  he.feU  into  tiie  hands  of  Alexis^  and  was  qnaiteied 
alive. 

.  Alexis-soon  had  an  opportunity  to  repay  in  a  moie  sub- 
stantial manner  the  iU-wjyU  borne  to  him  by  the  Poles;  who 
had  further  offended  him  by  rejecting  him  as  a  candidate  for 
their  throne,  and  electmg  John  Casimir.  The  cruel  opprea* 
aions  exercised  by  the  Poles  upon  the  Cossacks  of  the 
TTloaine  had  roused  the  latter  to  revolt,  and  a  furious-  war 
ensued,  in  which  the  enraged  Cossacks  avenged  thdir  wnmgs 
in  the  most  ruthless  and  indiscriminate  manner.  At  last, 
after  many  vicissitudes,  being  deserted  by  their  Tatar  allies, 
the  Cossacks  appealed  for  aid  to  Alexis,  offering  to  acknoW'* 
ledffie  bbn  as  their  suEerain.  With  suim  auxilimes  the  csar 
Gonm  now  renew  witb  better  prospects  the  attempt  made  bf 
his  ftther  to  recover  the  temtories  wrested  from  Bossia  b^ 
ber  inveterate  foe.  He  dedared  war  against  Poland;  his 
conquests  were  rapid  and  numerous,  and  would,  probably, 
have  terminated  in  the  complete  subjugation  of  Poland,  had 
be  not  been  compelled  to  pause  before  the  march  of  a  still 
siore  successful  mvader  or  that  country,  Charles  Qustavus, 
king  of  Sweden.  Incensed  at  seeing  his  prey  thus  snatched 
from  him  when  he  had  nearly  hunted  it  down,  Alexis  fell 
upon  the  king  of  Sweden's  own  dominions  during  his 
absence ;  but  from  this  enterprise  he  reaped  neither  advan- 
tage nor  credit;  and  he  was  glad  to  conclude,  in  1658,  a 
three  yeaia'  truce  with  Sweden,  and  subaet^uently  a  peace. 
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wlifidh  Witt  an  exact  lenewal  of  tiie  tMtj  of  Stolid 
The  war  in  Poland  ended  moie  honoiinUf  for  Boflsia.  An 
aaniatice  for  thirteen  years,  agreed  npon  at  Andniwiof,  in 
Idtiniania,  and  afterwarda  pndonffed  mm -time  to  time,  waa 
the  forerunner  of  a  complete  pacmcation,  which  nabmigfat 
to  eflbct  in  1686,  ana  reetmd  to  the.  empire  Smolsnik, 
fiereriay  Tchemigof,  •  and  Kief,  that  primend  prindpali^  -^i 
Hbe  Biiasian  soTereigns.  The  king  of  Poland  likewise  zelin- 
quiahed  to  the  czar  the  ammmacy  he  had  till  then  assorted 
over  the  Cossa^  of  the  Ukraine. 

EnsBia  had  as  much  need  aa  Poland  of  repose;  for  tiie 
empire  was  suffering  under  an  accumulation  of  erila— an 
exhausted,  treasuiy,  commercial  distress,  pestilence  and 
fiunine,  all  aggravated  by  the  unwise  means  adopted  to 
relieve  them.  To  supply  the  place  of  the  silver  mon^^ 
wludi  had  disappeared,  copper  of  the  aame  nominal  value 
was  coined  ana  put  in  circulation.  At  firat  these  tokena 
were  received  with  confidence,  and  no  inconvenience  was 
experienced ;  but  ere  long  the  court  itself  destroyed  that 
confid^ice  by  its  audadoua  efforts  to  secure  to  itsdf  all  the 
sterling  n^oney,  and  leave  only  the  new  coin  for  the  use  dt 
commerce.  Tlib  eopiditj  displayed  in  transactiona  of  this 
kind,  especially  by  Ilia  Miloalavsld,  the  csar'a  &ther*in-law, 
tau§^t  me  puoUc  to  dislike  the  copper  coinage ;  it  became 
immensdy  depiedated,  and  extreme  general  diatresa  enaued. 
A  rebellion  broke  out  in  consequence  in  Moscow  (1662), 
and  though  it  was  speedily  put  down,  it  was  punished  in  the 
most  atrocious  manner  in  the  persona  of  thousands  of 
wretches  whose  misery  had  driven  them  to  crime;  whilst  the 
authors  of  their  woe  escaped  with  impunity.  The  prisoners 
were  hanged  by  hundreds,  tortured,  burned,  mutilated,  or 
thrown  by  night,  with  their  hands  bound,  into  the  river. 
The  number  who  suffered  death  in  consequence  of  this 
arbitrary  alteration  of  the  currency  was  estimated  at  more 
than  seven  thousand ;  the  tortured  and  maimed  at  upwards 
of' fifteen  thousand.  ^ 

The  conduct  of  the  JDon  Cossacks  was  soon  such  as  to 
make  it  questionable  whether  the  acquisition  of  these  new 
subjects  was  not  rather  a  loss  than  a  gain  to  the  empire.  At 
the  end  of  the  campaign  of  1665  the  Cossacks  were  refused 
permission  to  disband  as  usual  and  to  return  to  their  homes. 
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wlio  were  oaeated  was  an  ^tffim 
nhoia  twtibgr,  itirihi  If ■liiw,  had  no  alifficuliy  in  wnamg 
1m  ctfunk'yawB,  to iMin^ifaia  Tiolatkni  of  tbeir  prhilegHy 
•Bdvttltf  ca&ie  tbne  to  gratify  tbeir  ioBaiaabto-ifmlitD  ftr 


liy  acing4k  iecfc 'rf  l»ate  lidiM^ 
enibiin^Ao  AitaUiaa,  nwiMiaring  parib     themvi^  anl 
piMMBg  an  ilM  xmib  lato  Imi  mtioa.   Hsriar  deniliM 

the  whole  country  of  the  Y«lg%  he  AiiiewMM  iifeo  Ihi 
Ctaapiafli,  nd  litving  mept  ill  wSimM,  antemed  to  the  Tdga 
laden  with  booty.  IW  ibne  yewB  Ukrn  fligitiM  nte 
^ontuMMd  hie  murdeaom  came,  repeatedly  <defeaAii^  ihs 
loroea  aeot  aoiMt  hiaiu  At  kilty  laTiiigloatmgreiiitxnmflr 
of  mm  in  lis  piistieal  aneaaetioiii  mto  Penia,  he  mm 
hemmed  ialj  the  tmopi  of  tfae.gewm«of  AaiariiUiaii,i^ 
teoed  te  ane  tn  paBdon.  She  iajfoatl  BOWMmaniar  thought 
it  'tnose  prahvt  te  jMoept  Bedmi*a  irehoidiaiy  BohHaHnn 
than  to  TMk  an  en^agemenct  irith  detuMnata  wielehea  whoee 
siomheri  Wise  BtSf  iiMpmidahk.  Badam  waa  Infcen  to  Jdrtm^ 
Idian^  and  the  wfwede  wmk  te  likiaeew,  laa»  the  oaat^a 
pleasare  leanactajBig  hmu  JJaaii  lomnUf  oonAned  Ae 
promiae  made  W  bia  genad  m  -Ua  name^  and  aecepted 
Badsiii'a  oath  <c  aUegiance^  tid  imrfiiiJ  tt  dispersiiig  the 
pavdooed  vebda  aver  regioaa  nrheM  tiiegr  would  hare  been 
meful  to  the  aoBpiie,  he  badi^impnideiiee  to  send  tbem  all 
hack  to  the  eoanArjf  ef  the  Bon,  wlthoui  despoiling  tbem  of 
tbeir  ill-got  wealth,  or  Ashing  any  oilier  secniiiy  for  tbeir 
good  bebaviour. 

Tbe  brigand  was  soon  -at  bis  old  work  again  on  the  Volga, 
murdering  and  torturing  witb  more  wanton  ferocity  thau 
ever.  To  give  to  bis  enormities  the  colour  of  a  war  on 
behalf  of  an  oppressed  class,  he  proclaimed  himself  the 
enemy  of  the  nobles,  and  the  restorer  of  tlie  liberty  of 
the  people.  As  manv  of  the  Eussiaus  still  adhered  to 
the  patriarcli  Kicon,  who  had  been,  deposed  and  sent  to  a 
monastery,  he  spread  it  abroad  that  JN'icon  was  with  him; 
that  the  czar's  second  son  (who  had  died  at  Moscow, 
Jan.  16,  1670)  was  not  dead,  but  had  put  iumself  under  his 
protection ;  and  that  he  bad  even  been  requested  by  the  czar 
nimself  to  come  to  Moscow,  and  rid  him  of  those  unpatriotic 
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ipnmdeea  by  lAott  he  mna  nlnqspilj  surmnded.  Tbeae 
ffftifices,  iogefther  with  tlM  unKmrtad  licence  to  plimder 
mkaidi  Bwhiin  granted  to  every  one  who  joined  his  s^dard, 
qyeiated  so  strong  that  the  rdbeL  ibond  hlnirif^  afc  kngA, 
at  the  head  of  two  hundred  tiianiaad  vmiL  3!he  czar's 
goidiers  jnnidcred  their  offioen,  and  imA  over  to  Mm; 
firffifii—  lietnjed  ita  gofBrnory  .Had  reoeived  hdm;  he 
WH  aMter  •cf  the  whole  country  of  the  Lower  Volga ;  and 
ca  the  Tipper  eonm  •of  the  xirer^  from  Kiini  Novgorod  ta 
SjMKD,  the  peasants  roi»  to  a  man,  and  mnroered  tmir  lovda. 
•Had  Bteka  IBidam  baen  anything  bettar  ikm  a  Tvksr 
obber  and  oiit*thioat,  he  might  haire  mdhsddttiised  finau; 
hulk  he  waa  utterly  irathout  md  qnalitiBB  nunt  xemurite  Ibr 
eaooew  in  mA,  an  -eDterpriae,  IHsastera  oveetook  him  m 
Ae  aobomB  «f  a  diTukm  of  hk  army  mm  cut  to 

pieces ;  twelve  thousand  of  his  followers  were  gibbeted  on 
mB  highroad,  and  he  bimself  was  taken  in  the  bcigiiming  of 
Ae  fiSowing  year,  ensried  to  Moeoow,  and  eieeiited. 

OOie  Xnxiks  (had  bgr  this  time  made  war  on  Fdand,  end 
^Atods  wasbomdbythetBpaty  df  Andnissa^  as  weM.  as  by 
TcgKBi  fir  the  iafety  of  Sea  own  domimons,  to  support  tim 
•ktter^ower«  In9Lo7l!the  Tmdb  madethoBaelveB  m 
Afiihe  jmpartantlswn  of  XamnutEy  and  the  Ooesaeka  of  the 
TTkrainet,  evqr  AvoBse  to  anlnertiaEi,  eonld  not  tell  whether 
Hkej  belonged  to  Tuitey,  Boland,  or  Buaaia.  Sultan  lia** 
hoxDflt  IV^  who  had  sidydiied,  and  lately  impoaed  a  tribute 
on,  the  Eoieay  iMsted,  with  all  the  inaolenoe  of  an  OttomaiL 
and  of 'a  ooni^|W  BTor.  that  the  oeer  ahoifld  evaooate  his  aeveral 
poBsessionB  on  the  UlBaine;  but  leoeEved  ae  lumghty  a 
denial.  !I%e  anltanin  his  letter  treated  the  aovereisn  of  the 
Boaaiaa  only  aa  a  Ohriatian  homodar,  and  entitled  himself 
'^Moat  Glanoua  Majesty,  King  of  the  World."  The  cmr  made 
anawer,  that  ^  He  was  above  submittiiig  to  a  Mahometan 
dog,  but  that  his  sabre  was  as  good  as  the  grand  jeignor's 
jcimetar.'* 

AkxiB  sent  ambassadors  to  the  pope,  and  to  almost  all  the 
great  aovereigns  in  Europe,  except  1  ranee,  wliicli  was  allied 
to  the  Tmks,  in  order  to  establiBli  a  league  af3:ain8t  the  Porte. 
His  ambassadors  had  no  other  success  at  Koine  than  not 

being  obliged  to  kiss  the  pope's  toe ;  everywhere  else  they 
met  with  nothing  but  good  wishes,  the  Christiaa  jjriuceci 
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lioing  generally  prevented  by  tlicir  quarrels  and  jarring 
interests  from  uniting  against  the  common  enemy  of  their 
religion.  Alexis  did  not  live  to  see  the  termination  of  the 
war  with  Turkey.  His  death  happened  in  1G76,  in  lusiorfc^« 
eighth  year,  after  a  reign  of  thirty-one  years. 

Alexis  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son,  Feodor,  a  youth 
in  his  nineteenth  year,  and  of  very  feeble  temperament. 
The :  most  pressing  task  that  devolved  on  him  was  the 
prosecution  of  the  war  with  Turkey,  which,  as  far  as  Eussia 
was  intereflted,  had  regard  chiefly  to  the  question  whether 
the  coFuntcy  of  the  Zaporogue  Cossacks  should  be  under  the 
sovereignly  of  the  czar  or  of  the  sultan.  The  contest  wa» 
terminated,  three  years  after  Feeder's  accession,  by  a  treaty, 
which  established  his  right  over  the  disputed  territory. 
Only  one  other  memoiabto  erent  distiiigniahed  his  .brief 
leign. 

Nothing  could  equal  the  caie  with  which  the  noble 
families  kept  the  bodks  of  their  pedigrees,  in  which  were  set 
dowBi  not  only  every  one  of  their  ancestors,  but  also  the 
posts  and  offices  which  each  had  .held  at  courts  in  the  majf 
or  in  the  civil  department.  Had  these  genealogies  and 
registers  of  descent  been  confined  to  the  purpose  of  deter- 
mining the  ancestry  and  relationship  of  families,  no  objectioil 
coxdd  be  alleged  against  them.  But  these  bopks  of  record 
.were  carried  to  the  most  absurd  abuse,  attended  with  a  host 
of  pernicious  consequences.  If  a  nobleman  were  appointed 
to  a  post  in  the  army,  or  at  court,  or  to  some  civil  statio!D» 
and  it  appeared  that  the  person  to  whom  he  was  now  subor- 
dinate numbered  fewer  ancestors  than  he,  it  was  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  that  he  could  be  brought  to  accept  of  the 
office  to  which  he  was  called.  Nay^  tins  foUj  was  carried 
still  greater  lengths :  a  man  would  even  refuse  to  take  upoft 
him  an  employ,  if  thereby  he  would  be  subordinate  to  one 
whose  ancestors  had  fQrmcd.7  stood  in  that  position  towaxda 
his  own.  It  is  easy  tp  imagine  that  a  prejudice  of  tUa 
kind  must  haye  been  prodactiTe  of  the  most  disagreeable 
effects,"  and  that  diseontents,  murmura  at  slights  and  tri- 
fling neglects,  disputes,  quarrels,  aad  disorders  in  the 
service  must  have  been  its  natunil  attendants.  It  was, 
therefore,  become  indispensably  necessary  that  a  pairticular 
office  should  be  ins1»tuted  at  court  in  which  exact  copies  of 
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the  ^nealogical  tables  and  semce-rcNristerB  of  the  noble 
linulies  weve  deposited;  and  this  office  was  incessaiitlj- 
«mployed  in  settliiig  the  numberless  disputes  that  arose 
from  this  inveterate  prejudice.  Feodor  obsendng  the  per- 
nicious effects  of  this  fond  conceit-<"that  the  &ther's  capacify 
must  necessarily  derolve  on  the  son,  and  that  consequently 
he  ou^ht  to  inherit  his  posts^  wished  to  put  a  stop  to  it ; 
and  with  the  advice  of  his  sagacious  minister,  prince  Yassili 
CMitsiny  fell  upon  the  following  method : 

He  caused  it  to  be  proclaim^  that  all  the  fiEuiiilies  should 
deliver  into  court  fsithful  copies  of  their  service-roUs,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  cleared  of  a  number  of  errors 
that  had  crept  into  them.  This  delivery  being  made,  he 
convoked  the  great  men  and  the  superior  clergy  before  him. 
In  the  midst  of  these  heads  of  the  nobles,  the  patriarch  con* 
dnded  an  animated  harangue  by  inveighing  against  their 
prerogatives*  They  are/^  said  he,  "  a  bitter  source  of  every 
kind  of  evil;  they  render  abortive  the  most  useful  enter- 
prises, in  like  manner  as  the  tares  stifle  the  good  grain ; 
they  have  introduced,  even  into  the  heart  of  fanmies,  cBssea- 
sions,  confusion,  and  hatred;  but  the  pontiff  comprehends 
the  grand  design  of  his  czar.  Ood  alone  can  have  inspired 
it!"  At  these  words,  and  by  anticipation,  aU  the  grandees 
blindly  hastened  to  express  their  approval;  and,  suddenly, 
Feodor,  whom  this  generous  unanimity  seemed  to  enrapture, 
arose  and  proclaimed,  in  a  simulated  burst  of  holy  enthu- 
siasm, tlio  abolition  of  all  their  hereditary  pretensions,  "To 
extinguish  even  the  recollection  of  them,"  said  he,  "let  all 
the  papers  relative  to  those  titles  be  instantly  consumed  !*' 
And  as  the  lire  wad  ready,  he  ordered  them  to  be  thrown 
into  the  flames  before  the  dismayed  eyes  of  the  nobles,  who 
strove  to  conceal  their  anguish  by  dastardly  acclamations. 
By  way  of  conclusion  to  this  singular  ceremony,  the  patriarch 
denounced  an  anatliema  against  every  one  who  should 
presume  to  contravene  this  ordinance  of  the  czar ;  and  the 
justice  of  the  sentence  was  ratified  by  the  assembly  in  a 
general  shout  of  "Amen!"  It  was  by  no  means  Peodor's 
intention  to  efface  nobility;  and,  accordingly,  he  ordered 
new  books  to  be  made,  in  which  the  noble  i'ainilies  were 
inscribed  ;  but  thus  was  abolished  that  extremely  pernicious 
custom  which  made  it  a  disgrace  to  be  under  the  ordexs  of 
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another  if  hi  a  ancestry  did  not  reach  so  high,  or  even — ia 
case  of  equal  pedigree — if  a  forefather  of  the  commander  had 
.  once  been  subordinate  in  the  service  to  the  progemter  of  Jbim 
.  who  was  now  to  acknowledge  him  for  liis  superior. 

Peodor  died  in  Eebmary,  2/682,  4iAer  A  raiga  of  &wb  fmts 


CHAPTER  XIX. 
imr    .AID)  oiBm  i. 

Upon  the  death  of  Feodor  the  empire  seemed  destined  to 
be  plunged  once  more  into  the  anarchy  attendant  on  a 
disputed  succession.  This  was  in  consequence  of  Alexis 
having  conformed  with  the  usual  custom  of  the  czars,  to 
choose  their  ccaasorts  firom  among  their  oytd.  subjects. 
.  Alexis  was  twice  married ;  his  first  wife  being  a  Miloslovski, 
'  hiB  aecond  Narishkin.  By  the  former  he  had  two  sons 
who  survived  him,  Jeodor  and  Ivan,  and  several  princesses, 
the  eldest  of  whom,  Sophia,  ia  known  in  Justory ;  by  the 
latter  be  ma  ilie  father  of  Peter  and  the  prixuseaa  Nathalie. 
Under  ereocy  zeign  the  fkaalj  allied  to  the  sovereign,  natoatty 
aoqnired  great  influence  in  the  state ;  and  when  thaoe  were 
,  two  £Eimi£eB  in  that  position,  their  Jseeoa  rivalry  could  not  hut 
•be  imurions  to  the  public  interests.  The  MiloaUiTski  and 
the  jyariahkin  hctism  contended  with  each  other  for  the 
pnrilege  of  giving  a  czar  to  BuSsia.  Feodor'a  Acceaaion  had 
been  oppoaed  by  the  Nari^ikina  on  the  ground  of  his 
alleged  incapacity.  Ivan,  his  younger  brother,  was  still 
jnore  infirm  m  body  and  mind ;  and  the  Nariahkins  strove  to 
have  both  excluded  in  favour  of  Peter,  their  own  leiT'ffFnwT'. 
This  project  foiled ;  but  on  the  death  of  Peodor  the  grandees 
and  the  heads  of  the  clergy  resolved  to  lejeot  the  daima  of 
the  imbecile  Ivan,  «nd  to  beatow  the  <crown  on  his  move 
promising  biother,  then  ten  years  of  age.  The  princais 
.Sophia,  however,  contriTed  in  pact  to  defeat  this  resolution, 
«na  to  restore  to  Ivan  a  sceptre  which  4she  hoped  to  wield  in 
coi^nnction  with  iaklitzin,  the  late  czar's  nooiateri  diua9g.t]ie 
perpetual  «infanKy  of  lihe  wak^oainded^pnnoe. 
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If,  on  tlie  oneJuoidf^he  custom  of  xaiahigAHnAjaQtioAo 
sank  of  jsoaataA  was  favourable  to  the  kdiafi,  there  )Was  ^an* 
otlMr  as  siiidi  to  their  .prejudice.  Xhis  was,  that  the  dangh- 
ten  of  the  czar  were  verygdidoiii  snanied;  so  that  they  gem- 
rally 'iipeAt  their  days  in  .a  monastery.  Bopbi%*ji  prinoeas  of 
aupfflniar,  but  dangeroiui,  abilitieey  when  .she  perQemd  Aat 
her  btciiher  iFeodar  was  ¥ery  oear  his  end,  did  sot  tlunk 
proper  to  retire  to  a  oonTent ;  but  finding  that  ahe  "was  likelb^ 
to  be  ikft  betwean  two  rbnuthawy  who  weze  imfnaHfied  for 
'the  3Miii8  €if  go^mment,  the  0ne  by  natural  oilfiimiiies,  Mid 
the  otiierby  .ukfanoyy-she  fiHrmed  a  flehame.£3r  plaeing  haiadf 
at  the  bead  of  .the  empire.  Henae  in&elaat  hem»  of  Hm 
eaar  Feodor,  she  .attemfted  to  .aet  the  «parttthat  Pukhona 
had  foKi&firly  played  wjth  her  bfother  tite  -enifeior  Olfhao- 
dosins. 

Tmmftftiately  upon  the  rnoiiination  of  <Petcr,  and  the  eoK- 
dnsiim  of  his  ^oer  'brothee,  a  tesnble  insixiiraetiDn  farake 
out  amoi^  the  StreUts.  lifei^er  did  idie  pietotrian  gnardsy  or 
Turkish  janisBaries,  behave  with  more  oarbarity.  Wxtiiin 
two  dm  after  the  caar  Eeodor's  fmiaroly  tiiey  armed  and 
repaired  in  «  body  to  the  ^SjKmliny  ^hsae  tiiej  began  ^witih 
an  BGcaBati<m  .agunat  nine  of  ;their  aolonek  for  defraud- 
ing them  of  their  pay.  The  ministot^  were  obliged  to  isseak 
those  offioeiB,  sxA  lot  the  iStielita  have  ifae  monef  de- 
manded. Kot  .eatisfied  witb  tiiis,  the  aoidiers  ioauitea  that 
the  nine  officen  should  be  tdeUvaied  ^o  &em ;  and  by 
a  pliaality  of  voioee  they  oandemned  tiiemitD  the^bastinadQ. 

While  the  fitrelitz  wene  thneHq^ieading  tenor  tioooghoot 
the  capital,  the  parinoess  Sqphia  piniily'enoouniged  !&em»'3n 
order  to  make  them  attbeeevkaat  to  her  om  ipnrpoaaa. 
Meanwhile  she  iamwened  an  .assembly  of  tiie  pdnoasses 
of  the  bloody  the  .generals  of  ithe  jyrmy,  and  the  boyavsy 
with  the  patriaechy  bishops,  and  ^meai  lihe  iprincipal  rmoE^ 
ehapts:  she  represented  to  tiiem.that  prinj0e  Ivan,  by  right  of 
seniority  and  merit,  ought  to  succeed  to  the  imp^ial  dignity ; 
but  .all  the  while  she  intended  to  hold  'tto  mna  of  govern- 
ment in  her  .own  hands.  As  ahe  wi&dxenr&omtthe  assembly, 
ahe  promised  some  preaBnis  'and«tfbsther  lincrease  rof  pay 
,to  the^Stielita.  Her  emisaarieSy  at  the  imne  »time,  inflamed 
.tiie  Joldiera  agpunat  the  family  of  the  If arislddnB^and  especia]]|y 
.i^gainat  the  two  brothers  of  the  young  ozaiitaatlowager^iite 
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nother  of  Peter  the  Firrt.  The  soldiers  were  msde  to  belieye 
tbftt  one  of  those  brothers^iiamed  lYaii,liad  pot  on  the  imperial 
vobeiy  ascended  the  throne,  and  attempted  to  strangle  prince 
Itui  ;  it  was  moreover  added,  that  Daniel  Yongad^  a  Dutch 
phjrsician,  had  poisoned  the  czar  Feodor.  At  length  Sophia 
gave  them  a  liat  of  forty  lofda,  whom  she  atjled  enemies  to 
their  corps  and  to  the  state,  and  aa  auch  decLaied  them 
worthy  of  death. 

The  tragedy  began  with  throwing  the  princes  Ddgomki 
and  Hiiffeof  out  of  the  windows :  the  Strelitz  received 
them  on  their  pikes,  and  after  stripping  them  naked,  dragged 
their  bodies  along  the  great  square.  This  done,  they  rushed 
into  the  palace,  where  meeting  with  one  of  the  czar  Peter^s 
uncles,  Athanasius  Narishkin,  brother  of  the  younff  cxantsai 
they  massacred  him  in  the  aame  manner ;  then  Arcing  the 
doors  of  a  neighbouring  ehureh,  where  three  of  the  pro- 
scribed had  taken  sanduary,  thqr  dragged  them^  from  the 
altar,  stripped  them  naked,  and  cut  tibem  in  pieces  with 
knives. 

To  such  a  pitch  was  their  fury  arriyed,  that  a  youne  lord 
of  the  house  of  Soltikof,  a  great  &Tourite  of  theirs,  and  who 
was  not  in  the  list  of  the  proscribed,  happening  to  pass  by  at 
thattime,  and  one  of  their  companions  mistaking  him  for  tvan 
Narishkin,  of  whom  they  were  in  search,  they  Sestrojed  him  • 
in  an  instant.  But  upon  discorering  tlieir  error,  they  canned 
the  body  of  the  young  nobleman  to  his  fiither  for  interment ; 
and  the  unfortunate  parent^  ftr  from  daring  to  complain, 
gave  them  a  considerable  reward  for  the  mangled  body  of  his 
son.  His  wife,  his  daughters,  and  the  wife  of  the  deceased, 
with  a  flood  of  tears,  reproached  him  for  his  weakness. 
^'Let  us  wait  for  an  opportunity  of  being  revenged,"'  said 
Ae  old  man.  These  words  being  overiieard  by  some  of  ^e 
soldiers,  they  returned  in  a  transport  of  rage,  and  dbragging 
out  the  aged  parent  by  the  hair,  they  cut  his  tkroat  at  his 
own  door. 

In  the  mean  time,  some  of  the  other  Strelitz  were  in 
search  of  the  Butch  physician  Yongad,  and  happening  to 
meet  his  son,  they  inquired  where  his  father  was ;  the  young 
man  trembling,  replied  he  did  not  know ;  upon  which  they 
cut  his  throat.  Soon  after  a  German  physician  falling  in 
their  way,    You  are  a  doctor,*',  said  they,  *^  and  if  you  hare 
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not  poifloned  our  nuuiter  Feodor,  you  hare  poisoned  othm, 
and  therefore  you  merit  death;*'  and  Baying  this,  they  dea- 
patched  him  in  an  instant. 

At  length  having  discovered  the  Datchman,  who  had  dia- 
guised  himself  in  a  beggar's  habit,  th^  dragged  him  before 
the  palace.  The  princesses,  who  were  n>nd  of  the  good  man, 
and  reposed  eonfidence  in  his  skill,  begged  hard  for  his  life, 
assuring  the  Strelitz  that  he  was  a  veiy  skflfiil  plivsician, 
and  had  taken  great  care  of  their  brother  Feodor.  The  sol- 
diers  made  answer,  that  he  not  only  deserved  to  die  as  a 
physician,  but  likewise  as  a  sorcerer ;  for  they  had  found  the 
skeleton  of  a  large  toad,  and  the  dcin  of  a  anake  in  his  cabi- 
net. They  added,  that  Young  Narishkhi  must  absolutely  be 
deUveved  up  to  them ;  that  they  had  been  searching  for  him 
in  vain  for  two  days ;  that  he  was  certainly  concealed  in 
the  palace ;  and  they  would  set  fire  to  it  immediately,  unless 
they  could  seize  on  his  person.  The  sister  of  Ivan  Narish- 
kin,  and  the  other  princesses,  terrified  with  these ,  menaces, 
repaired  to  the  place  where  this  young  nobleman  lay  con- 
cealed :  the  patriarch  heard  his  cont'ession,  and  administered 
the  viaticum  and  extreme  unction  to  him ;  then  laying  hold 
of  an  image  of  the  Yirgiu  Mary,  which  was  said  to  perform 
miracles,  he  led  the  young  man  by  the  hand,  and  advanced 
♦  towards  the  Strelitz,  presenting  the  image  to  their  view. 
The  princesses,  dissolved  in  tears,  encompassed  the  victim, 
and  kneeling  down  before  the  soldiers,  interceded  in  the 
liiiiiie  of  the  Virgin  for  their  relation's  life;  but  the  bar- 
barians, regardless  of  the  suppliant  ladies,  dragged  bim 
away  to  the  bottom  of  the  staircase,  where,  erecting  a  kind 
of  tribunal,  they  put  Narishkin  and  the  physician  to  the 
torture.  One  of  the  soldiers,  who  could  write,  drew^  up  an 
indictment  against  them,  and  the  two  unfortunates  Avcro 
condemned  to  be  cut  in  pieces.  This  is  the  ubual  punish- 
ment of  parricides  in  China  and  Tartary,  and  is  called  the 
punishment  of  ten  thousand  slices.  After  behaving  in  this 
manner  to  Narishkin  and  Vongad,  they  exposed  their  heads, 
feet,  and  hands  upon  the  iron  points  of  a  balustrade. 

Wiiilst  they  were  thus  glutting  their  revenge  in  the 
presence  of  the  princesses,  the  remainder  of  their  corps  laid 
violent  hands  on  everybody  that  was  odious  to  them,  or 
obnoxious  to  Sophia. 
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This  horrid  tragedy  coik  lucleci  with  proclaiming  the  two 
princes,  Ivau  and  Peter,  joint  sovereic.ma  (June,  1682),  and 
associatiii::;  tlieir  sister  Sophia  to  Hh;  ij^overument,  in  the 
quality  ot"  co-regent.  She  np])r()V(Ml  of  all  tlio  outrages  of 
the  Strelitz,  conferretl  rewards  upon  them,  coniiscated  the 
cstntes  of  the  proscribed,  and  bestowed  thcin  upon  the 
!Tuirderpr.^ :  iiav,  she  gave  tlicin  |)ermi<^9ion  to  erect  a 
iiionumGnt,  with  an  inscription  contaiiiiiig  the  names  of  the 
persona  they  liad  mass;icred,  wlio  were  represented  as 
trail  org  to  their  country  ;  and  ylio  published  IfitteoPS  patent} 
thanking  them  for  their  zeal  and  fidelity. 

By  these  steps  did  the  princess  Sophia  in  reality  ascend 
the  throne  of  jiussia,  though  she  was  not  declared  czaritzaj 
and  these  were  the  first  examples  Peter  the  Great  had  before 
his  eyes.  Sophia  enjoyed  all  the  honours  of  sovereignty ; 
her  bust  was  on  the  public  coin ;  her  hand  to  all  despatches ; 
she  had  the  first  sei^  in  council,  and  a  power  without 
cmitrol.  She  was  a  woman  of  talest;  composed  verses  in 
her  native  language ;  both  spoke  and  wrote  extremely  well ; 
and  the  charmB  of  her  person  added  »  new  lustre  to  thoee 
^ilitios^whioiiripeie  thus  sullied  by  her  ambi<»on. 

She  procured  a  wife  for  her  brother  Ivan,  in  the  begin* 
mug  of  16841^  in  hopes  that  the  birth  of  an  heir  to  the  throne 
we^d  £bv  erer  exclude  ins  brother  from  it,  and  rvolong  her 
Tegenxgj  for  an  indefinite  period.  In  the  midst  or  tiie  nvptiaL 
entertainments,  the  Stieuts  made  another  inswraelnon  en 
pretexte  ceneemiag' religion.  Had  the^  been  mere  soldiers, 
they  never  would  have  become  eontroTeiBialiBte;  botldiej 
were  also  citizens  of  Moscow. 

Busaift  had  already  experienced  some  disturbaaeee  in 
consequence  of  the  dispute  about  the  sign  of  the  eross-; 
whether  it  should  be  made  ^istii  three  fingers^  or  two/  A 
prieflft^  of  the  name  of  Abakum,  made  himself  conspionous  as 
a  ^preaeher  of  the  doctrinee  of  tiie  Eazkolniks,  or  old 
believers,  a  sect  who  professed  to  maintain  the  pnaei^eB 
and  practices  of  the  Greek  Ohoreh  in  their  primitive  punly. 
Several  burghers,  and  a  great  many  of  the  StreUta,  em- 
opimone  of  Abakum.  At  length  those  enthu- 
siasts ro^ed'  one  day  into  the*  caithedral,  at  the  time-  of 
dSma»  eerfjce,  and  driviiup  the  patisareh  and  hie  elaigj 
thence  with  stonesi  devout^  placed  thenadiee.  in  the.  eesfeiL 
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of  ttote  ecdesuwtiei^  in  Mdiv  ta  reeeive  tHe  Holy  CBsost. 
They  called  the  patnarcli  the  wolf  in  »he$j^M  d§Ma^  stMditr 
^nkidi  all  sects  Immto  Jtiberally  beateywed  upon  one  iHotiisr. 
ImMdiately  the  princem  Sophia  asid  tte  two  young  czsa 
were  informed  of  these  distorbaiuw;  Ml  the  other 
Steeiila^  wko  maintained  the  good  cMuey  mia  -  told  that 
the  czars  and  the  ^Norah  were  in  danger^  A  padj  cf  the 
StaCtz.  and  the  patriarchal  burghers  in»  bkvm  with 
tha  fiustian.  o£  the  Borimhuks ;  b«t  aa  aom  aa  mention  was 
made  of  caamiag  a  council,  the  carnage  ceased.  Accsrdr 
il^fy  a  council  waa  forthwith  called  in  a  liall  o£  tdie  palace : 
tl^  convoeatioia  waa  attended  with  aa  difficulty ;  and  all  the 
piiests  that  could  be  fouad  were  aommoned.  The  patriarch 
and  a  bi8lio[F  enteied  inlio  a  ifapote  with,  the  leader  of  tha 
Baakoinikaf  bvt  upon  coniiig'  to  a  seeoaid  aylLogism  ther 
pelted  one  another  with  atooMk  The  council  ended  with 
briiaadiiig  the  leader  and  some  of  his  faithful  diaeiples,  who 
were  pot  to  ifeaitii  by  the  aola  cvdar  of  the  thne  amnigiu^ 
Sophia,  John,  and  Ivtee; 

tHmmr  this  time  of  eodhaioa  tiieie  waa  a  priiBsei.  nained 
Sutmnaki,  who  iMfiiig  caBtzxbiited  to  the  iteration  of  Hhe 
princeaa  Sophia,,  wanted^  aa  a  reward  for  hia  aevTiea8»  to 
obtain  a  ahare  in  the  government.  It  iB|  indeed,  bdjared 
tkri;  he  mat  with  ingiStit»8e  en  the  past  aS  thepnaeesa. 
Having  nded  with  the  devotaea  and  the  paraaented 
BaakiOinh%  1m  alao  zaiaed  a  partf  oompoaedL  of  tne  Stralita 
aiMt  the  people  in  de&nea  of  the  oaoae  o£  Tim 
conapiracT  waa  of  a  more  aeaoiie  aatore  tiian  tiia  enlshu^ 
fnaataral  tchaffiomr  of  Abakaa;  finr  an  aeibitkiaa  hypeorite 
is  aiiee  to  eaony  mattara  to  a  greotar  kagti^t  ftan  m  alm^ 
fimatic.  Koranaki,  in  abort,  aimed  at  the  impesial  d%mty. 
In  order  to  have  notfaii^  tiieneafiirwaFd  to  fbar,  he  xemred 
tO'  maaaaere  tiie  two  eiara  and  Sophia^  yri&.  the  olber 
pnaeaaaeBy  and  all  that  were  attaohed  to  Ilia  iioparial  fkaiily. 
The  oaara  and  tiie  prmceaaea  were  oUdged  to  retire  te  the 
maaaateiy  of  the  Holy  Xriidty,  within  twalfe  le^uea  of 
Moeeow,  whioh  waa  at  the  aame  time  a  conaeat,  a  palace, 
aad  a  fbrtreaat  The  iaqwrial  ilmily  were  new  in  fUl  aafety, 
latiier  from  Ae  atrei»th  than  the  aanetity  of  the  place. 
Here  it  waa  that  Sophia  negotiated  with  the  laM;  and 
haling  decoyed  him  to  come  h^lf  way,  she  caused  him  te  be 
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'belreaded,  together  with  one  of  liis  Bom,  and  thirtj-serea 

Streiitz  who  accompanied  him. 

At  this  news,  the  "body  of  Strelitz  flew  to  arms,  and 
marched  to  the  monastery  of  the  Trinitv,  threatening 
death  and  destniction  :  the  imperial  family  intrenched 
themselves;  the  boyars  armed  their  serfs;  all  the  gentle- 
men of  tlic  country  tlocked  to  the  monastery ;  and  the  em- 
pire Bcemed  to  "be  on  the  eve  of  a  bloody  civil  war.  The 
patriarch  in  some  measure  appeased  the  Strelitz,  who 
began  to  be  intnnidated  upon  hearing  of  the  troops  which 
were  marching  on  all  sides  aj^ainat  them ;  their  fury  was 
Boon  succeeded  by  fear,  and  their  fear  by  the  most  abject 
submission.  Three  thousand  seven  hundred  of  them,  fol- 
lowed by  their  wives  and  children,  went  in  procession,  with 
halters  about  their  necks,  to  that  very  monaster}'  of  the 
Trinity  which  three  days  before  they  had  threatened  to 
reduce  to  ashes.  In  this  condition  the  unhappy  wretches 
marched  two  and  two,  each  pair  carrying  a  block  and  a  hatchet; 
then  prostrating  themselves  on  the  ground,  they  waited  for 
their  punishment:  but,  being  pardoned,  they  returned  to 
Moscow,  blessing  their  sovereigns ;  still  ready,  though  un- 
conscioiislyf  to  commit  the  same  crime  upou  the  first  op- 
portunity. 

These  convulsions  being  ended,  the  state  recovered  its 
tranquillity.  Sophia  was  still  possessed  of  the  chief  autho- 
rity :  Peter  being  held  in  tutelage,  and  Ivan  abandoned  to 
his  incapacity.  In  order  to  strengthen  her  power,  she  shared 
it  with  prince  Vassili  Galitdn,  creating  him  generalissimo, 
minister  of  state,  and  chancellor.  Under  this  able  minister 
an  alliance  was  concluded  with  Poland  greatly  to  the  advan- 
tage of  Eussia. 

Russia  now  enjoyed  internal  tranquillitv :  she  was  still 
pent  up  on  the  side  of  Sweden^  but  had  begun  to  extend 
herself  towards  Poland,  her  new  ally ;  from  Cnm  Tataiy 
she  received  frequent  alarms  ;  and  there  was  a  misunder- 
standing between  her  and  China  in  regard  to  their  frontiers. 
But  what  galled  her  most  of  all  was,  that  the  Khan  of  the 
Crimea  demanded  of  her  an  annual  tribute  of  sixty  thousand 
roubles :  a  humiliation  to  which  the  Turks  had  likewise  sub- 
jected Poland. 

To  wipe  off  this  disgrace,  and  at  the  same  time  fulfil  the 
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xiew  engagement  with  Polandi  GalitEm  nunehed  agamat  the 
Crim  Tatfus  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  armj.  In  his  fiist 
campaign  he  trayexsed  the  dieaiy  steppes  until  theie  was 
no  poseibOitr  of  adraacingfarther.for  want  of  forage;  upon 
which  he  led  his  troops  back  to  the  river  Samara.  There 
he  employed  thirly  thousand  men  in  building  a  town,  in 
order  to  erect  magasmes  for  the  next  campaign.  The 
houses,  indeed^  were  of  wood,  except  two  of  bnck ;  and  the 
ramparts  were  of  turf,  but  well  fined  with  artillery^  and 
in  a  good  state  of  defence.  Nothing  more  was  effected  of 
any  consequence  in  this  ruinous  eiq^edition. 

In  the  mean  while,  Sophia  continued  to  govern.  Ivan  had 
only  the  name  of  czar ;  and  Peter,  now  at  the  a^  of  seven- 
teen, had  the  courage  to  aim  at  more  than  a  titular  sove- 
reigutj.  By  the  unexpected  pregnancy  of  his  brother's  wife, 
he  saw  himself  placed  at  a  disadvantaee  towards  the  party  of 
Sophia  and  Ivan ;  and  to  remedy  this,  he  married  in  Januaiy, 
1689,  Evdokhia^  the  daughter  of  Feodor  Lapiikhin.  That 
union  proved  a  very  unhappy  one ;  but  in  its  first  year  it 
fulfilled  the  wishes  of  Peter  by  giving  him  a  son. 

It  is  allefi;ed,  with  what  truth  we  know  not,  that  at  this  period 
Sophia  and  Galitzin  engaged  the  new  chief  of  the  Strelits 
to  sacrifice  the  young  czar  to  their  ambition.  It  appears  at 
least  that  six  hundred  of  those  soldiers  were  to  seize  on  tiiat 
prince's  person,  if  not  to  murder  him.  Peter  was  once  more 
obliged  tio  take  refuge  in  the  monastery  of  the  Trinity,  the 
usual  sanctuary  of  the  court  when  menaced  by  the  mutinous 
soldiery.  There  he  convoked  the  boyars  of  his  party,  as- 
sembled a  body  of  forces,  treated  with  the  captains  of  the 
Strelitz,  and  sent  for  some  Germans  who  had  been  long 
settled  in  Mosco^v,  imd  were  all  attached  to  his  person,  from 
his  already  showing  a  regard  to  foreigners.  Sophia  protested 
her  abhorrence  of  the  plot,  aud  isent  the  patriarch  to  her 
brother  to  assure  him  of  her  innocence ;  but  he  abandoned 
her  cause  on  being  shown  proof  that  he  himself  wati  among 
those  who  had  been  marked  out  for  assassination.  Peter's 
cause  prevailed.  All  the  conspirators  were  puuiislied  with 
rciit  se;\  ority ;  the  leaders  were  beheaded,  others  were 
nouted,  or  had  tiieir  tongues  cut  out,  and  were  sent  into 
exile.  Prince  Galit/in  escaped  witli  his  life,  by  the  inter- 
cession of  a  relatiou,  who  was  a  favourite  of  the  czar  Peter : 
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but  hefi>rfeitcd  ail  hb  pfOfertj,  whicli  was^  mmtmei  and 
baonhed  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Archaogd. 
The  scene  eondiided  with  shutting  jxp  the  vrumsa  Sophia 
in  a  convent  near  Moscow,  when  she  remained  in  oimfinement 
until  her  death,  which  did  not  happen  till  fifteen  jwB  after* 
wvda.  Erom  that  period  Beter  waa  zeal  aor eraign.  Hi» 
broiler  Ivan  had  no  other  ahare  in  the  government  than 
that  of  lending  liis  name  to  the  pabMc  acta.  He  led  a  Bstnced 
li&i  and  died  in  1696. 


^Natttbb  had  given  Peter  the  Eisata  coIoaBalTimir  of  body 
and  mind,  capable  of  all  extremes  of  good  and  evil.  It  is 
impossible  to  review  hia  whole  history  without  min^d 
feelings  of  admizatian>  horror,  and  disgoat.  That  he  was 
not  altogether  a  monster  of  wickedness  waa  not  the  fault  of 
Sophia  and  her  minnler^  whoae  deliberate  pnrpose  it  was  to 
daafaaey  in  him  wery  germ  of  good,  that  he  migfat  beeome 
odious  and  insupportable  to  the  nation.  They  Boceaeded 
only  in  impairing  the  health,  oograptii^  the  monia,  aad 
hardening,  the  heart  of  the  youthful  czar ;  it  was  no  more 
in  their  powar  to  derive  him  of  his  lofty  natore  than  to 
luHFe  given  it  to  him.  General  Menesius,*  a  learned  Scoteh- 
man,  to  whom  Alexia  had  entcnsted  his  education,  refiiaed  to 
betray  him,  and  waa^  tharefoie,  driven  fiom  hia  ohaiTge;  The 
fiist  impreaaionB  on  the  mind  of  Peter  were  aUowad  to  be 
zeerayed!^  from  caane  and  sordid  amuaamenta;  and  ftom 
farelgiieEa^  who  were  lepnlaed  by  the  jeaibnajr  of  i&e  bojara^ 
hated  by  the  superstition  of  the  people,  and  deqpiaed  by  tba 
ganaral  igncnwneei  Thmtitwa»hoped^t  ha  woidd  atkat 
ba  driven  by  public eoBeeration to  quit  the  palaee  finrAmonk^a 
cd&f  hot  the  very  means  whidi  were  taken  to  enanahas 

♦  SeeBaMfiUe^ 
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dian^nvsoTOiL  to  lay-tiitt  foondiydoiui  of  hb  graate6i&'  nd 

gJory. 

£^  s.  diahanot  franL  tlie  thavne,  Peter  eecaped  tiie 
inflnmce  of  tint  atmospbeDd  a£  efieiiyiiaeT  and  fioitery  by 
iMcYk  it  is  enviiaiied  f  the  batxed  with  iriiid&  her  mm  inepixea 
against  the-  deatoeyeaB  a£  his  ftmily  inereaaed  the  energy  oC 
hw  ohaacaetor.  He  hnew  that  he  woat  eeing^nee  has  plaoa 
lyon  the  tfamie,  which  waa  hdd  tj  an  aide  aad  amhitioiui 
BMter^ and  encurailefll  Ivf  ar  bari^axous  aoloUery;  theaaafegfliy 
bifr  cSuldfaoodhad  tfaait  wlaak  xmmd  ajge  too  often,  wanta^  it 
had  an  aim  in  niew,  ofi  wfaieh  his  gpeniiia^  abeady  bold  and 
peraemiiig;;  Bad  a  thorough  comprebenmcm.  SiiBroaaded 
uf  ad?eiituaiairof.  daring  spirits,  who  had  com»  from  to 
try  them  fiirtune,  bis  powers  weie  rapidly  unfobied. 

One  of  them,  Lefort,.  wbo  doubtless  perceived  in  ibis 
young  barbarian  the  traces  of  ciTilisation,  which  had  per- 
haps been  left  there  by  bis  first  tutor,  gave  him  an  idea  of 
the  sciences  and  arta  of  Europe,,  and  pajrticularly  of  the 
military  art. 

It  is  said  that,  on  being  made  sensible  of  the  barbarism  of 
hia  countrymen,  tears  of  generous  sorrow  started  into  his 
eyes ;  it  was  like  presenting  a  sword  to  the  sight  of  a  new 
Achilles.  But  Peter  was  much  more.  That  arms  should 
have- been  his  toys,  and  military  exercises  his  sports,  excites 
but  little  astonish iiient  ;  but  what  deserves  admiratiou  is, 
that  at  a  time  of  life  when  discipline  is  deenuni  an  insup- 
portable yoke,  he  should  have  comprehended  ltd  importance; 
that  he  bhould  have  submitted  to  it  with  the  same  eagerness 
that  men  display  to  elude  it ;  have  persevered  in  it  at  the 
most  mutable  period  of  existence  ;  and  have  given  an  example 
at  ail  age  iii  wliich  muny  are  hardly  capable  of  following  one. 

Such  were  the  dispositions  of  tliis  prince,  notwithstanding 
the  lollies  of  bis  youth.  In  the  mean  whdo  his  situation  waa 
very  critical,  being  obliged  to  guard  against  the  different 
faction»  of  the  nobility,,  to  check  the  mutinous  temper  of  the 
Strelitz,  and  to  defend  himself  against  the  Grim  Tatars, 
with  whom  he  was  almost  conatantl)  Lit  war.  Hostilities, 
however,  had  been  auapended  in  1669^  bj  a  tinier  of  so  iang 
continuance. 

During  this  interval,  Peter  was  confirmed  inrthexeaolutioQ 
ofintadduduQg  the  liberal  arts  into  hia  country. 
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His  father  Alexis  had  been  at  great  eipenie  in  sending 
for  Botiiler,  a  shipbuilder  and  sea  captain,  from  Hollana» 
with  a  number  of  canienters  and  seamen.  These  people 
built  a  large  frigate  and  a  yacht  upon  the  Volga^  with  which 
they  fell  down  that  river  to  Astnikhan :  they  were  to  be 
employed  in  eonstmcting  more  vesselsi  in  order  to  carry  on 
an  adTontageoils  trade  with  Persia,  by  means  of  the  Caspian 
Sea.  Then  happened  the  revolt  of  Stenka  Eadzin,  who 
destroyed  the  two  vessels,  which  he  ought  to  have  preserved 
for  his  own  sake,  and  murdered  the  captain :  the  remainder 
of  the  ship's  crew  fled  into  Persia,  and  reached  some  of  the 
settlements  belonging  to  the  East  India  Comjpany.  A 
master  carpenter,  who  was  a  very  good  shipwright,  stayed 
behind  in  Bussia^  where  he  lived  a  long  time  in  obscurity. 

As  Peter  was  one  day  walking  in  the  court  at  Ismaelof,  ft 
summer  palace  built  by  his  ^andfather,  he  peroeivedy  among 
other  ranties,  an  old  Englisn  shallop,  almost  fallen  to  pieces. 
Upon  this  he  asked  Timmerman,  his  mathematical  t^her, 
and  a  native  of  Germany,  how  that  little  boat  came  to  be  of 
a  different  construction  from  those  which  he  had  seen  upon 
the  Moskva  P  Timmerman  answered,  that  it  was  made  to  go 
with  sails,  or  with  oars.  The  yoong  prince  immediatdy 
wanted  to  make  a  trial  of  it ;  but  they  were  obliged  to  look 
out  for  a  pmon  who  could  repair  and  fit  it  for  service ;  and, 
after  a  long  search,  they  found  this  very  shipwright  Branl^ 
who  was  living  in  If  oscow.  The  Dutchman  put  the  boat  in 
order,  and  saibd  witii  it  on  the  river  Tauza,  which  washes 
the  suburbs  of  the  town. 

Peter  caused  this  boat  to  be  removed  to  a  ^at  lake  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  monastery  of  the  Trinity,  where  he 
made  the  Dutchman  build  two  frigates  and  three  yachts,  and 
piloted  them  himself.  A  long  time  after  (in  1694),  he 
took  a  journey  to  Archangel,  where  he  ordered  this  same 
Dutchman  to  build  him  a  small  vessel,  in  which  he  embarked 
on  tiie  frozen  ocean,  that  had  never  been  beheld  by  any 
sovereigrn  before  hhn.  On  this  occadon  he .  vras  escorted 
a  Dutch  man-of-war,  under  the  command  of  captain  Jolson, 
and  attended  by  all  the  merchant  vessels  in  the  harbour  of 
Archangel.  He  had  already  learnt  the  manner  of  working  a 
ship;  and,  notwithstanding  the  eagerness  of  courtiers  in 
general  to  imitate  the  example  of  their  sovereigns,  he  waa 
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tiie  only  person  that  learned  this  art.  Among  tbe  many 
proofs  which  Peter  gaye  of  his  indomitable  strength  of  Trill, 
this  was  not  the  least  remarkable :  that  although  he  had  such 
a  dread  of  water  from  his  infancy  as  to  be  seized  with  a  cold 
sweat  and  with  conmlsions  even  in  being  obliged  to  pass 
over  a  brook,*  he  became  the  best  mariner  in  all  the  north. 
He  began  to  conquer  nature  by  jumping  into  the  water;  and 
his  aversion  was  ever  a&et  changed  into  a  prodigious  fond- 
ness for  that  element. 

To  raise  a  body  of  land  forces,  well  disciplined,  and  fond  of 
the  service,  was  as  difficult  an  undertaking  as  to  establish  a 
navy.  His  first  essay  in  navigation  upon  the  above-men- 
tioned lake,  before  his  journey  to  Archangel,  had  been 
looked  upon  as  the  amusement  of  a  young  prince  of  genius ; 
and  his  first  attempt  to  form  a  body  of  disciplined  troops 
had  likewise  the  appearance  of  being  only  a^  scheme  of 
diversion.  Sophia  and  her  Strelitz  m  canwhUe  smiled  at  these 
warlike  sports.  In  this  series  of  efforts  always  directed 
towards  the  same  point,  she  did  not  perceive  the  essays  of  a 
nascent  genius.  In  the  fifty  boys  formed  into  what  was 
called  a  pleasure  companj^j  she  saw  not  the  nucleus  of  those 
regular  corps  which  were  soon  to  aid  in  hurling  her  from  the 
throne,  and  destroying  her  satellites. 

Le  Fort,  in  whom  he  placed  his  whole  confidence,  did  not 
understaad  much  of  the  military  service,  neither  was  he 
a  man  of  literature,  having  applied  himself  deeply  to  no 
one  particular  art  or  science;  but  he  had  seen  a  great 
deal,  and  was  capable  of  forming  a  right  judgment  of 
what  he  saw.  Like  the  c^ar,  he  was  indebted  for  every- 
thing  to  his  own  genius :  besides,  he  understood  the  German 
and  Butoh  languages,  which  Peter  was  learning  at  that 
time,  in  hopes  that  both  those  nations  woidd  facilitate 
his  designs*  .  Finding  himself  agreeable  to  Peter,  Le  Fort 
attached  himself  to  that  prince's  service:  by  adminis- 

*  Tlio  cause  of  this  aversion  is  thus  m^'ntlonefl  by  Strahlemberg. 
When  he  was  about  five  years  of  age,  his  mother  went  witb  him  in  a 
coach,  in  the  spring  season ;  and  passing,  as  lie  lay  iu  Lis  mother's  lap 
asleep^  over  a  dam  where  there  was  a  water-fUl,  he  was  so  fHghtened 
by  the  niflfaiog  of  the  water,  that  it  brought  a  fever  upon  him,  and, 
after  bis  recovery,  be  retnincd  such  a  dread  of  that  element  that  he 
could  not  bear  to  see  aoy  staading  water,  much  less  to  hear  a  running 
stream. 
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termg  to  his  pleapiires  ho  became  his  ikvourite,  and  con- 
firmed this  intimacy  by  "his  abilities.  The  czar  entrusted 
him  with  the  most  dangerous  design  a  Russian  sovereign 
could  then  possibly  form — that  of  abolishing  the  seditious 
and  barbarous  body  of  the  Strelitz.  The  attempt  to  reform 
the  janissaries  had  cost  the  great  sultan  Osman  his  life. 
Peter,  young  as  he  was,  went  to  work  in  a  much  abler 
manner  than  Osman.  He  began  with  forming,  at  his 
country  residence  of  Prcobrajen,  a  company  of  fifty  of 
his  young^est  domes! ies  ;  and  some  of  the  sons  of  boyars 
were  chosen  Ibr  their  officers.  l^ui;  in  order  to  teacii 
those  young  boyars  a  subordination  with  which  they  were 
wholly  unacquainted,  he  made  them  pass  through  all  the 
military  degrees,  setting  them  an  example  himself,  and 
serving  Buccessivcly  as  private  soldiery  sergeant,  oiid  lieute- 
nant of  the  company. 

This  company,  which  had  been  raised. by  Peter  only,  soon 
increased  in  numbers,  and  was  afterwards  the  regiment  of 
Preobrajenski  guards.  Another  company,  formed  on  the 
same  plan,  became  in  time  the  regiment  of  guacds  known  by 
tiie  name  of  Bemenofski. 

The  czar  had  now  a  regiment  of  five  thousand  men  on 
foot,  on  whom  he  could  depend ;  trained  by  general  Grordon, . 
a  Scotchman,  and  composed  almost  entirely  of  foreigners. 
Le  Fort,  who  had  seen  very  little  service,  yet  was  qualified 
for  any  commission,  undertook  to  raise  a  regiment  of  twelve 
thousand  men,  and  efiected  his  design.  Five  colonels  were 
appointed  to  serve  under  him ;  and  suddenly  he  was  made 
general  of  this  little  army,  which  had  been  raised  as  mucL  to 
oppose  the  Strelitz  as  the  enemies  of  the  state. 

Peter  vras  desirous  of  seeing  one  of  those  mook  figbte 
which  had  been  lately  introduced  in  times  of  peaee.  He 
caused  a  fort  to  be  erected,  which  one  part  of  his  new  troops 
were  to  defend,  and  the  other  to  attack.  The  diffeiezioe  on 
this  occasion  was,  that  instead  of  exhibitiDg  a  sham  engage- 
ment, they  fought  a  downright  battle,  in  which  there  were 
£evezal  aokliers  killed,  and  a  great  rnanj  wounded.  Le  iFort, 
who  oormmanded  the  attaok,  received  a  eonsiderable  wound. 
These  bloody  jiports  were  intended  to  more  the  troops  to 
martial  discipline ;  but  'it  was  a  long  time  before  this  could 
be  effected,  and  not  without  a  gxeat  deal  of  hibonr  and 
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difficulty.  Ariudsfc  these  inilitaTy  entertainment  a,  the  czar 
did  not  neglect  the  navy :  and  as  he  had  made  Le  Fort 
a  general,  notwithstanding  this  fjiYoiirite  had  never  borne 
any  commission  by  land,  so  he  raised  him  to  the  mok 
of  admiral,  tbougli  he  had  never  before  commanded  at  sea. 
But  he  knew  him  to  be  worthy  of  both  commissioDS.  True 
it  is,  he  was  an  admiral  without  a  fleet,  and  a  general  witiunit 
any  other  treK^s  than  his  regiment. 

By  degieeB  the  czar  began  to  reform  the  chief  abufle  in 
th^mnj^  wiz.,  the  independence  of  the  bojars,  who,  in  time 
of  war,  used  to  .take  the  field  with  a  mnltitiide  of  their 
vaBsals  and  .peasants.  Siudi  was  the  government  of  the 
Pranks^  £[uii%  i(9t>ths,  and  Yandals,  who,  indeed,  subdued 
the  £oman  empire  in  its  state  «<tf  decline,  but  would  have 
been  easily  destroyed  had  th^  contended  with  the  warliJce 
legions  ai^e  ancient  Bomsns,  or  with  such  armies  as  in  onr 
times  are  maintained  in  eoneitaait  diaoipline  all  over  Europe. 

.Admiral  Lo  Eort  had  soon  more  than  an  empty  title :  iie 
employed  both  Butch  and  Yenetian  cavpenters  to  build  some 
long-boatfi,  and  even  two  thirliy-gun  ships,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Yonm^i^  which  discharges  itsetLf  into  the  J)on.  These 
vessels  were  to  iaU  -down  the  river,  and  to  awe  the  Grim 
Tatars.  Turkey  too,  seemed  to  invite  the  ^czar  to  essay  his 
amis  against  hit^  and  the  same  time  disputes  wane  jaendine 
with  Chiaa  rayeotiDg  the  limits  iMmem  that  empire  and 
.the  ppsaessioos  4kf  KuasBa  in  the  north  of  Asia.  These, 
haw^es^  were  settled .  by  A  treaty  concluded  .in  1792,  .and 
Peter  yma  le£b  &ee  to  pursue  his  ideszgns  of  eonqnast  on  tiie 
Em^pean  side  of  h»  dommiQoa. 

It  was  not  so  eai^  to  settle  a  pease  mHli  the  Turks ;  this 
«v«n  seemed  a  proper  time  fer  the  oiar  to  raise  himself  :on 
their  ruin.  Tine  Yeoetians,  whom  they  had  long  xiver- 
powered,  began  to  retrieve  their  losses.  Morosini,  the  same 
who  surrendered  Gandia  to  the  Turh%  was  dispossessing 
them  of  the  Morea,  Leopold,  emperor  of  Germany,  had 
gained  some  advantages  ever  the  Ottoman  :finees  in  Hun- 
gary ;  and  the  Poles  were  at  lesstabIe.to  xepel  the  ineundons 
of  «ie  Grim  Tatars. 

Peter  improved  these  oizoamstaifleB  to  discipline  his 
troqps,  and  to  acquire*  if  rpossihle^  the  empiie  o£  the  Black 
Sea.   JBtmaui  Qflsdan  mavehsd  stes^  toe  IDon  towards 
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Asof,  witli  bis  numerous  regiment  of  five  thousand  men  ;  he 
was  followed  by  general  Le  i^'ort,  with  his  regiment  of 
twelve  thousand;  by  a  body  of  Strelitz,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sheremetef  and  Schein,  officers  of  Prussian  extrac- 
tion ;  by  a  body  of  Cossacks,  and  a  large  train  of  artillery. 
In  short,  everything  was  ready  for  this  grand  expedition 
(1694). 

The  Eassian  army  began  its  marcli  under  the  command  of 
marshal  Sheremetef,  in  the  beginning  of  the  summer  of  1695, 
in  order  to  attack  the  town  of  Asof,  situated  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Don.  The  czar  was  with  the  troops,  but  appeared 
only  as  a  volunteer,  being  desirous  to  learn  before  he  would 
take  upon  him  to  command.  During  their  march  they 
stormed  two  forts  which  the  Turks  had  erected  on  the  banks 
of  the  river. 

This  was  an  arduous  enterprise,  Asof  being  very  strong, 
and  d(  fended  by  a  numerous  garrison.  The  czar  had  em- 
ployed several  Venetians  in  buildinj^  lonc»'-boats  like  the 
Turkish  saicks,  which,  together  with  two  Dutch  frigates, 
were  to  fall  down  the  Voroneje;  but  not  being  ready  in 
time,  they  could  not  get  into  the  sea  of  Asof.  AU  beginnings 
are  ditHeiilt.  The  Russians  having  never  as  yet  made  a 
regular  siege,  miscarried  in  this  their  first  attempt. 

A  native  of  Dantzic,  whose  name  was  Jacob,  bad  the 
direction  of  tlie  artillery  under  the  command  of  general 
Schein ;  fur  as  yet  they  had  none  but  foreign  oflRcers  belong- 
ing to  the  train,  and  indeed  none  but  foreign  engineers,  and 
foreign  pilots.  This  Jacob  had  been  condemned  to  the 
rods  by  Schein,  the  Prussian  general.  It  seemed  as  if  these 
severities  were  necessary  at  that  time  in  support  of  authority. 
The  Itussians  submitted  to  such  treatment,  notwithstanding 
their  disposition  to  mutiny ;  and  after  they  had  undergone 
that  corporal  punishment,  they  continued  in  the  service  as 
usual.  Our  Dantziker  was  of  another  way  of  thinking,  and 
determined  to  be  revenged:  whereupon  he  spiked  the 
cannon,  deserted  to  the  enemy,  turned  Mahometan,  and 
defended  the  town  with  great  success.  The  besiegers  made 
a  vain  attempt  to  storm  it,  and  after  losing  a  great  number 
of  men,  were  obliged  to  raise  the  siege. 

Perseverance  m  his  undertakings  was  the  characteristic  of 
f  eter  the  Qveat.  In  th^  spring  of  1696  he  marched  a  second 
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time  to  attack  the  town  of  Asof  witH  a  more  considerable 
army.  About  this  time  died  the  czar  Ivan.  Though  Peter 
never  felt  any  diminution  of  his  authority  from  his  brother, 
who  had  only  the  name  of  czar,  yet  he  had  been  under  some 
restraint  in  regard  to  appearances.  The  expenses  oi  lyan's 
household  were  applied,  upon  that  prince's  demise,  to  tiie 
maintenance  of  the  army ;  a  very  oonsiderable  relief  to  a 

fovemment  that  had  as  yet  by  no  means  a  large  revenue. 
eter  wrote  to  the  emperor  Leopold,  the  States- General, 
and  the  elector  of  Brandenburg,  in  order  to  obtain  engi- 
neers, gunners,  and  seamen.  He  likewise  took  some  Cal« 
muclu  mto  his  pay,  whose  light  horse  were  of  very  great 
service  against  the  Crim  Tatars. 

The  most  agreeable  part  of  the  czar's  success  was  that  of 
his  littile  fleet,  which  he  had  the  pleasure  to  see  completelt 
equipped,  and  properly  commanded.  It  beat  the  loirkiw 
satcks  ^t  had  been  sent  from  Gonsfcantinople,  and  took 
some  of  them.  The  siege  was  canned  on  regularly,  though 
not  entirely  after  our  manner.  The  Frenches  were  three 
times  deeper  than  ours,  and  the  parapets  were  as  high  as 
ramparts.  At  length,  the  garrison  surrendered,  the  28th  of 
July,  N.S.  (1696),  without  obtaining  anjr  of  the  honours  of 
war;  they  were  lUcewise  obliged  to  dehver  tip  the  traitor 
Jacob  to  the  besiegers. 

The  czar  imme&itely  began  to  improve  the  fortifications 
of  Asof:  he  likewise  ordered  a  harbour  to  be  dug,  capable 
of  holding  large  vessels,  with  a  desigu  to  make  himself 
master  of  the  straits  of  Gaffa^  which  open  the  passage  into 
the  Black  Sea.  He  left  two-and-thirhr  armed  saicks  b^ore 
Asof,  *  and  made  all  the  preparations  for  fitting  out  a  strong 
fleet  against  the  Turks,  which  was  to  consist  of  nine  sixty* 
gun  ships,  and  of  one*and*forfy  carrying  from  thirty  to  fifty 
pieces  of  cannon.  The  principal  nobility  and  the  wealthiest 
merchants  were  obliged  to  contribute  to  the  fitting  out 
of  this  fieet ;  and,  as  he  thought  that  the  estates  of  the 
clergy  ought  to  bear  a  propomon  in  the  service  of  the 
common  cause,  orders  were  issued  that  the  patriarch, 
the  bishops,  and  the  superior  clergy  should  find  money  to 
forward  tois  new  expedition,  in  honour  of  their  country,  and 
for  the  general  advantage  of  Christendom.   He  likewise 

*  Le  Fort's  Memoirs. 
TOL.  I.  B 
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obiijgBd ths'  CoMmkm  to.  build  annmher  of  light  boals,  snob 
u-  Hie  themsdYtBy  and  wifch  wiiieh  l^ej  migbt  earilj 
infert  tiie  iflioi»  coart  of  tke*  Crimea,  Ths  scheme^mt  toj 
dswe-  th*  Taten  and  Vud»  fiir  e^r  on*  of  t1io<  Grismi 
ancl  aftevwaEd*  to  estaibliah  &  firao  and  easy  connierce  wsHt 
Persia^  thmigb  Georgia.  This  xa  tho/verj  bgaaeh  of  trado^ 
■ndiioh  tba  Gteaka  fomeriy'  earned  on  to  Gblcliia,  and  to 
this  peniDBiila  of  the  Griine%  which  tho»  ozav  seemed  likdy 
to.  subdae. 

Befos^  IMxn  laftt  the  Crimea  he  repudiated  hia  wifb 
SiMloUit%  and  erdeied  her  to  be  aent  to  a  coavoBt^  where^ 
before  bis  retom  to  Moacow,  she  beoame  a  mm,  under  Ito 
name  of  Helena.  She  had  long*  made  herself  diataatelbl  to 
her  husbaod  hy  her  querulous  jealousy,  for  whtoh^  indeed, 
ale*  had  ampler  cauae^  and  hy  her  aversion  to  his  fiimigiii 
fimuiites  and  the  arts  thej  iisteodiioed. 

JLfteo  hia  snoaessflil  can^aign  against  the*  Taiks  and 
TaisuB^f  Fet^  ndshed  to.  aecustom  ms  people  to  splendid 
shows,  as  well  as  to  military  toik  With  this  riew,  he  made 
his  army  enter  Moseow  under  triumphal  arches,  in  the 
Diidst  of  fireworks  and  other  tokens  of  rejoicing.  The  soldiers 
■who  had  fought  on  board  the  Venetian  saicks  against  the 
Turks  led  the  procession.  Marshal  Sheremetef,  generals 
Gordon  and  Schein,  admiral  Le  Port,  and  the  other  general 
officers,  took  precedence  of  their  sovereign,  who  pretended 
lie  had  no  rank  in  the  army,  being  desirous  to  convince  the 
nobility  by  his  example  that  merit  ought  to  ha  the  only  road 
to  military  preferment. 

This  trinmpliril  entry  seemed,  in  some  measure,  to  resemble 
those  of  tlie  ancient  Bonians,  especially  in  this,  tliat  as  the 
triumphers  exposed  the  captives  to  public  view  in  the  streets 
of  Rome,  and  sometimes  put  them  to  death,  so  the  slaves 
taken  in  this  expedition  followed  the  army;  and  Jacob, 
who  bad  betrayed  them  the  year  before,  was  carried  in  a 
cart,  with  the  gibbet,  to  which  he  was  fastened  after  he 
had  been  broken  upon  the  wheel. 

Upon  this  occasion  was  struck  the  first  medal  in  iRussia. 
The  lec^end,  which  was  in  the  laneriiage  of  that  country,  is 
remarkable: — Peter  the  First,  the  august  emperor  of  Muscovy. 
On  the  reverse  is  Asof,  with  these  words,  Victorious  byJiTe 
and  water. 
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The  paramomiii  idea  of  Peter's  whole  life  displajfed  itself 
in  the  siege  of  Asof,  his  first  military  enterprise.  He 
niahed  to  ci?ilise  his  people  by  beginning  with  the  art  of 
war  by  sea  and  land.  That  art  would  open  the  way  for  aU 
iba  others  into  Bossia,  and  protect  them  there.  By  it  the 
«MF  waa  to  conquer  fov  his  empire  that  element  whiclv  in  hia 
ivas  the  greatest  ciyiliser  of  the  world,  because  it  ia 
iam  moat  fivroiueable  to  the  mtexBounBe  of  nations  with  eadi 

But  ignorant  and  asffage  Asia  laj  atretchecl  Lilong  the 
Black  &a»  betwaen  Eussia  and  the  south  of  Europe.  It 
was  not,  tiisNlbre,  tiurongh  those  waters  that  Peter  could 
open  himaelf  a  paaaage^  to  European  knowledge.  But  to- 
wards the  nevtlnrat,  another  aea,  the  same  whence^,  in  the 
nmth  e^rtury,  emne  the  ftrat  Bnasicn  founders  of  the 
en^iray  was  witina  hia  Teaeh»  It  alone  oonld  connect 
MoaeoTj  watk  ancient  Europe ;  it  was  eapeoially  tbvong^ 
tiat  inlet,  and'  hj  the  ports  on  the  gulfii  01  Sinisnd  and  of 
Biga,  that  Boana  aould  a^iie  to  cinliasiion*  Those  porta 
ketbnged,  howero^  to  a  warlike  land,  thidly  studded  with 
atrongfortressea.  It  mattered  not;  ereiyt^ng  was.  to  bo 


 '  7         -~—  .T  .  ~       —         — -WJ^— .   t3  — 

an  arduous  enteiprise  until  he  sbould  have  made  himself 
better  acquainted  with  the  nations  whidi  he  wished  to  con* 
dEate,  or  to  conquer,  and  which  were  reoonmtended  to  hint 
aa  modeiak  He  waa  desirous^  with  hia  own  eyes,  to  behold 
emlisation  in  what  he  supposed  to  be  its  mature  state,  and 
to  improre  himself  in  l^e  details  of  goyenuoent,  in  ite 
knowledge  of  naTsl  afiaics,  and  of  the  sevend  arts  which  her 
wished  to  introduce  among  his  countrymen.  Peshapa  ~ 
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would  have  acted  more  wisely  in  remainiDg  at  borne,  and 
developing  the  native  genius  of  his  people,  instead  of  foreln£ 
tiiem  to  become  mere  plagiarists  of  foreign  institutions  and 
usages ;  and  instead  of  making  bis  Bussians  resemble  tbeir 
neighbours,  he  should  have  tried  to  make  them  like  them- 
selves alone,  and  superior  to  every  other  people.  The  arts 
and  scienees  would  then  have  Bprung  up  among  them 
spontaneously,  or  have  found  tbeir  wa^  to  them  from 
abroad,  and  become  naturalised  in  Eussia,  whereas  they 
remain  exotics  there  to  this  day.  *  He  departed,  however ; 
and  thereby  he,  at  least,  broke  down  the  barrier  which 
despotism  and  superstition  had  raised  between  the  Bussiana 
and  Europe,  and  which  rendered  war  their  only  connecting 
link. 

But  he  was  not  allowed  to  depart  in  peaoe.  The  an* 
noimcement  of  his  intention  was  received  with  deep  disgust 
by  his  bigoted  subjects.  The  Strelitz  in  particular,  who  saw 
themselves  supplanted  by  the  regiments  disciplined  in  the 
European  manner,  were  actively  hostile.  The  childhood 
and  youth  of  Peter  bad  several  times  escaped  &om  their 
rage;  and  now,  in  the  horror  which  was  inspired  by  his 
approaching  departure  for  profane  Europe,  they  determined 
to  sacrifice  the  impious  czar  who  was  ready  to  defile  himself 

the  sacrilegiouB  touch  of  foreigners  whom  they  abhorred. 
They  saw  in  the  midst  of  them  twelve  thousand  heretics, 
already  organised,  who  would  remain  masters  of  their  holy 
city ;  while  they  themselves,  exiled  to  the  anuj,  were 
destined  to  fight  at  a  distance  on  the  frontier.  Nor  was 
this  their  only  grievance;  for  Peter  had  given  orders  to 
construct  a  fleet  of  a  hundred  vessels;  and  of  this  sudden 
creation  they  complained,  as  being  an  insupportable  tax  in 
the  nddst  of  an  already  ruinous  war,  and  as  rendering  it 


*  "Pierre  I,"  says  Condillnr,  "fnimit  pu  observer  dans  ITiistoire 
les  avantages  et  les  vices  des  dilierens  gouvernemens,  et  c*est  ainsi  qu'il 
pouvait  chercher  k  s^iDstruire.  Les  nations  de  I'Europe,  mal  gouvernees 
et  eorrompues,  ne  pouyatent  que  Is  jster  dans  rerreor.  Lear  politene 
et  leurs  arts  n*6taient  pas  ce  qa'il  &llait  wax.  Busses.  S'il  y  eikt  en 
qnelquc  part  un  pays  bien  gouvcmc,  je  conviens  qu'il  eut  ^tc  plus  court 
de  I'etudier.  Lo  czslt  cut  done  bien  tait  d'y  aller,  et  les  autrcs  princes 
de  I'Europe  auruieut  du  y  voyager  a  sou  exemple."— Cours  d'etudCf  torn, 
Xiv.y  p*  4S8, 
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xieoessaij  to  introduce  into  their  sacred  land  a  fresh  supply 
of  those  BcluBiDatical  artisans  who  were  preferred  to  thenu 
A  few  days  before  the  departure  of  their  soTereign,  Tinkler 
and  Sukammj  two  of  the  Strelitz  leaders^  plotted  a  nocturnal 
conflagration.  They  knew  that  Peter  would  be  the  first  to 
hasten  to  it;  and  in  the  midst  of  the  tumult  and  confusion 
common  to  such  accidents,  th^y  meant  to  murder  him 
without  mercy,  and  then  to  massacre  all  the  foreigners  who 
had  been  set  oyer  them  as  masters. 

Such  was  the  in&mous  scheme.  The  hour  fixed  for  its 
accomplishment  was  at  hand.  The  principal  conspirators 
assembled  at  a  banquet,  and  sought  in  intoxicating  liauors 
the  courage  requisite  for  the  droadful  work  before  them. 
But  dnmkenness  produces  Tsrious  effects  on  di£Ssrent  con* 
stitutions.  Two  of  the  yillains  lost  in  it  their  boldness,  left 
the  company  under  a  specious  pretext,  promising  their 
accomplices  to  return  in  time,  and  hurried  to  the  caar  to 
disclose  the  plot. 

At  midnight  the  blow  was  to  have  been  struck;  and 
Peter^  gave  orders  that,  exactly  at  eleven,  the  haunt  of  the 
conspirators  should  be  dosely  surrounded.^  Shortly  alter, 
thinking  that  the  hour  was  come,  he  went  Uiither  alone,  and 
entered  boldly,  not  doubting  that  he  should  find  them 
already  fetterod  by  his  guards.  But  his  impatience  had 
antidpated  the  time,  and  he  found  himself,  single  and 
unarmed,  in  the  midst  of  the  ferocious  gang  at  the  instant 
when  they  were  vociferating  an  oath  that  they  would  achieve 
his  destruction. 

At  his  unexpected  appearance  they  all  rose  in  confusion. 
Peter,  at  once  comprehending  the  full  extent  of  his  danger, 
esai^rated  at  the  supposed  disobedience  of  his  guards,  and 
furious  at  having  thrown  himself  into  peril,  had  yet  the 
presence  of  mind  to  conceal  his  emotions.  Having  gone  too 
w  to  recede,  he  unhesitatingly  advanced  among  the  throng 
of  thiitors,  greeted  them  familiarly,  and,  in  a  calm  and 
natural  tone,  said,  that  "  as  he  Avas  passing  by  their  house  he 
saw  a  light  in  it,  and  guessing  that  tliey  were  amusing 
themselves,  he  had  entered  in  order  to  share  their  pleasiii  eB." 
He  then  seated  himself,  and  drank  to  hia  assassins,  who, 
standing  up  around  him,  could  not  avoid  putting  tha  glaisa 
about,  and  drinkiug  iiia  liealth. 
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But  soon  they  began  to  exchange  looks  and  signs.  At 
last  one  of  tfaem  leaned  over  to  Bukanim,  and  said,  in  a  low 
▼oice,  "Brother,  it  is  time The  latter,  for  what  reason  is 
unlmown,  hesitated,  and  had  scarcely  replied,  "  Not  yet," 
^hen  Peter,  who  keazd  ihese  words,  and  along  with  than 
the  imMtmB  of  Ub  fpnrds,  started  from  his  seat,  knockei 
Ida  dam  pgr  ft  hUm  m  the  face,  and  exclaimed,  "  If  it  is  not 
jet  time  for  yon,  sooundrel,  it  is  for  me!"  This  blow,  and 
the  sight  of  the  guards,  threw  the  iwnHisiiwi  mto  ccmstecnA- 
tion ;  they  fell  on  their  knees  «iid  iB]ilcired  fovgiraiess. 
^  CkaHi  them !"  lepHed  the  terrible  ezav.  Then  turning  te 
nine  officer  ef  the  guards,  he  struck  him,  and  reproached  hnt 
with  hiB  want  of  panetnality ;  init  the  latter  showed  him  Im 
<irder ;  'and  the  car  pereeiving  his  mistake,  dimed  him  in 
luB  arms,  kissed  lum  on  the  forehead,  proclaimed  hie  fidetiij^ 
aid  entroetad  bim  with  the  custody  of  the  traitors. 

His  vengeance  was  terrible;  the  pnniahment 
ferocious  than  the  crime.  First  the  rack,  then  the  i 
Mutilation  of  ■eadi  member :  then  death,  wkei 
of  blood  and  life  was  lefb  to  allow  of  the  lena  of  mxSmmi^ 
So  eloee -the  whole,  the  hads  were  apoad  on  Hit  want 
0f  a  oolnmn,  tiie  niembea  being  Bjiiimfltrtaidty  anagei 
aanid  tfaem,  m  tirn  ameste :  a  scene  worthy  of  a  goremrnfislt 
of  matoB  flODid  of  elara,  bmtifying  each  other,  aid  mknom 

only  god  \ra3  iac 

After  this  terrific  execution,  Peter  begm  his  iourney  n, 
Apral,  lfi97,  taveiling  incognito  in  the  rstmnB  ot  his  three 
ambassadors,  general  Le  Fort,  the  boyar  Alexis  GoIoWb, 
and  Yonitsin,  diak,  or  Becretary  of  state,  who  had  been  long 
employed  in  foneign  courts*  Their  XBtmoe  -consisted  of  two 
bundled  persons :  the  osar,  reserving  to  himself  only  a  yakt 
de  chsmbre,  a  serfant  in  lirsfy,  and  a  dwar^  was  cpufaadeA 
•n  the  orowd.  It  was  a  thing  xmparaUeled  in  Ustoiy,  fUbtt 
ancient  or  mc^an,  for  a  soiFereign  of  fife-md<4nRF0iEty  yeas 
of  age  to  withdraw  &om  bis  ka^ckmis,  only  in  order  to  leaa 
the  sit  of  goTenuneiit.  BEis  fiotory  aver  the  Turks  sni 
'TMna,  the  splendour  of  bisirinmphoBt  entry  into  Mosossr^ 
tiie  mnltifende  of  fereign  troops  atfcadbed  to  his  intmriv  ^ 
daith  ^if  Us  broAer  Ivseq,  the  eoufiamiait  of  tiie  prin< 


mirae  of  the  conspurators,  might  aaNigaMy  enoonrage  Ua'fae 
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iiope  that  the  tranquillity  of  his  dominions  T?rould  not  be  dis- 
turbed during  his  absence.  The  regency  he  entrusted  to  the 
boyar  Strcckncf  and  priucc  Komadonovski,  who  in  matters  of 
importance  were  to  consult  with  the  rest  of  the  nobility. 

The  troops  which  had  been  trained  by  general  Gordon 
continued  at  Moscow,  with  a  yiew  to  awe  the  capital.  The 
disaffected  ^trelitz,  who  were  likely  to  create  a  (fifitnrbanoey 
distributed  on  the  froniaesa  of  the  Crimea,  in  order  to 
preserve  tlie  eoiiqiiest  of  Asof,  and  check  the  incuraioitt  «f 
tibe  Tatavs.   Having  thus  provided  agminst  every  Moibi- 

MB  MBM  o£  amimfement.  He  had  ^renaxidy  sent  three- 
Boore  yoimgBoiirians  of  Le  Fort's  regiment  inie  Italy,  most 
of  the m  to  Yenice,  ttod  the  rest  to  lieghom,  m  order  to 
Imoxl  the  art  of  wmgatkm,  and  the  methed  of  constructing 
galleys :  forty  more  set  out  by  his  direction  for  fiolkob^ 
to  he  instnioiBd  in  the  art  of  building  ocnd  wetkiDg  kq^ 
ships :  oihen  were  ordered  to  Germany,  to  serve  in  the 
haad  foanfliy  and  to  loam  the  nuHtaiy  diaoipKno  of  -that 


At  tiMt  Mtiod,  Mustapha  IL  had  been  vanqui^ned  by  tiia 
emjperor  I^opold;  Sobieski  wm  dead^  and  Poland  was 
hfivtsiang  in  its  choice  between  the  pdnee  of  Conti  and 
Augustus  of  Bacoaiy  ;  William  ITT,  reigned  t>yer  England; 
Xiouis  XIY.  was  on  the  point  of  coBchidfOg  the  treaty  of 
Syswick ;  tiM  elector  of  Brandenburg  was  aspiring  to  the 
title  of  king ;  ai&d  Charles  XII.  had  ascended  the  throne. 

Setting  oat  from  Novgorod,  BetericBt  visited  Livonia, 
where,  at  the  risk  of  hie  liberty,  he  roeonnoitred  its  capital, 
Hag^  &imi  which  he  was  raiely  sepulsed  by  the  fimdiaii 
go^emor.  Thaiieafortk  he  ooold  iK>t  rest  tiU  iite  had  aofiiML 
tiiat  BfWBitinie  provinoe  through  which  hn  empiio  wm  one 
da^  to  he  enriched  and  enlightened.  In  his  progress  he 
^jined  the  frieadaliip  of  'BrmBm,^&  power  which,  at  a  fatoie 
lame,  might aasiot  biB  efforts;  PokuMl  oog^t  to  bo  his  al^ 
and  already  he  doebred  himsdf  the  nipporter  of  Um  Bajom 
princo  who  was  ahomt  to  role  it. 

^e  ixar  had  xoaehod  Amsterdam  fifteen  days  M«e*tho 
anibssBadoirs:  he  k>dged  at  first  in  a  hoase  helouging  to  the 
Ssst  ladm  dompany,  bat  diose  afterwMrds  a  small  fpu^ 
ment  in  the  yards  <i  Hm  Aidjaundty:.  He  disgaised  himself 
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in  a  Dutch  skipper's  habit,  and  went  to  the  great  ship- 
building Tillage  of  Sardam.  Peter  admired  the  multitude  of 
workmen  constantly  employed :  the  order  and  exactneflfl 
observed  in  their  several  departments ;  the  prodigious 
despatch  with  whicli  tbev  built  and  fitted  out  ships  ;  and  the 
vast  quantity  of  stores  and  machines  for  the  greater  ease  and 
security  of  labour.  He  began  with  purchasing  a  boat,  and 
made  a  mast  for  it  himself:  hv  degrees  he  executed  every 
part  of  the  construction  of  a  Hhi|,),  and  led  the  same  life  all 
the  time  as  the  carpenters  of  Sardaoi ;  clad  and  fed  exactly 
like  them ;  working  bard  at  the  forges,  at  the  rope-yards, 
and  at  the  several  mills  for  sawing  timber,  extracting  oil, 
manufacturing  paper,  and  wiredrawing.  He  entered  himself 
as  a  common  carpenter,  and  was  enrolled  in  the  list  of  work- 
men by  the  name  of  Peter  Michaelof.  They  commonly  called 
him  Master  Peter,  or  Peter-baa;  and  though  they  were 
confounded  at  first  to  behold  a  soyereign  as  their  compamon, 
jet  they  gradually  aecustomed  themselyee  to  the  sight. 

Whilst  Peter  was  handling  the  compass  and  axe  at 
Sardam,  he  received  intelligence  of  the  division  in  Pokndy 
wd  of  the  double  nomination  of  the  elector  Augustus  and 
"the  prince  of  Conti.  Immediatelj  the  carpenter  of  Sardam 
promised  king  Augustus  to  assist  him  with  thirty  thousand 
men.  SVom  his  shop  he  issued  out  orders  to  his  army  in  the 
Ukraine,  which  had  been  assembled  against  the  Turks. 

His  troops  obtained  a  victory  over  the  Tatars,*  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Asof ;  and  in  a  few  months  after  became 
masters  of  the  town  of  Orkapi,  or  Precop*  For  his  part 
he  persisted  in  making  himself  master  of  different  arts. 
With  this  view  he  frequently  went  from  Sardam  to  Am- 
sterdam, in  order  to  hear  the  anatomical  lectures  of  the 
celebrated  Euisch.  Under  this  master  be  made  suck 
progress  as  to  be  able  to  perform  some  surgicaL  opera- 
tions, which,  in  case  of  necessity,  might  be  of  use,  both 
to  himself  and  to  his  ofBicers.  He  likewise  studied  natural 
philosophy,  under  Yitsen,  celebrated  for  his  patriotic  virtue^ 
and  for  the  noble  use  he  made  of  his  immense  fortune* 

Feter-bas  suspended  these  occupations  only  to  pay  a 
private  visit  at  Utrecht  and  at  the  Hague  to  William 
the  Third,  king  of  England,  and  stadtholder  of  the  United 

*  1607,  Aagait  the  lUb« 
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Provinces.  General  Le  Fort  was  the  only  person  present 
at  the  interview  of  the  two  monarchs.  Peter  assisted 
next  at  the  ceremony  of  the  public  entry  of  his  ambassadors, 
and  at  their  audience,  when  the  deputies  of  the  States  were 
presented,  in  his  name,  with  six  hundred  of  the  finest  sables : 
the  States,  in  return,  besides  the  usual  present  of  a  gold 
chain  and  a  medal  to  each,  gave  them  three  magnificent 
coaches*  They  received  the  first  visit  of  all  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries assembled  at  the  congress  of  liyswick,  except  the 
^French,  to  whom  they  had  not  notified  their  arrival,  not  only 
because  the  czar  espoused  the  part  of  king  Augustus  against 
the  prince  of  Conti,  but  because  king  William,  whose  mend- 
ship  he  cultivated,  was  averse  to  a  peace  with  Prance. 

Upon  his  return  to  Amsterdam  be  resumed  his  former 
'Occupations ;  and  having  finished  with  his  own  hands  a  sixty- 
gun  ship,  which  he  had  begun  himself,  he  sent  it  to  Aicn* 
angel ;  for  the  Bussians  had  then  no  harbour  in  the  Baltic. 

He  not  only  engaged  French  refugees,  Swiss,  and  Oer- 
mans,  to  enter  into  his  service;  but  took  care  to  send  all 
sorts  of  artists  to  Moscow ;  not  without  previously  seeing  a 
specimen  of  their  abilities.  There  are  few  arts  and  manual 
employments  with  which  he  was  not  well  acquainted:  he 
took  a  particular  pleasure  in  rectifying  the  maps  of  geogra- 
phers, who  having  at  that  tune  but  a  slender  Knowledge  of 
bis  dominions,  fr^uently  fixed  the  situation  W  towns  and  the 
course  of  rivers  merely  at  a  yenture.  He  himself  drew  a 
nhin  of  the  communication  between  the  Caspian  and  Black 
oeas,  which  he  had  projected  some  time  before,  and  com- 
missioned M.  Brekel,  a  German  engineer,  to  carry  it  into 
execution;  this  plan  is  still  preserved.  The  junction  of 
those  two  seas  was  indeed  a  less  arduous  task  than  that  of 
the  ocean  and  the  Mediterranean,  which  had  been  executed 
in  Stance ;  yet  people  were  frightened  at  the  yeiy  idea  of 
joining  the  sea  of  Ajof  and  the  Caspian.  There  seemed  to 
be  a  stronger  reason  for  the  czar  to  make  new  settiements 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  as  fresh  bopes  arose  from  his 
successes.  His  troops,  commanded  by  general  Schein 
and  prince  Polgoruki,  had  lately  obtained  a  yictory  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Asof,  oyer  the  Tatars,  and  even  over  a 
body  of  janissaries,  whom  sultan  Mustapha  sent  to  their 
assistance. 
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SSmb  k»  o^tmuad  Us  umal  employmeDtB  of  sbi  p-buildery 
Wgineer,  googr^r,  and  Batumi  pbilosoplier  tiU  the 
iBMdb  «f  January,  IdQS,  iriieii  lie  fmtaiAiail  lor  .Hinglmid  Ml 
UsambaBBadora*  TeiinKie. 

IKing  WiUim  «ent  his  yacht  to  meet  bim,  'wtth  «  oonvqif 
of  two  men-of-war .  In  England  be  followed  the  same  <f *^ 
«f  Ufe  m  that  wliicb  be  amL  observed  at  Amsterdam  and 
Smkm.  Be  took  lodgings  neur  the  dacliyaifd  at  Bef^ 
Ard;  'Uid  almost  bis  whole  time  me  employed  in  gaining 
ibrtliear  inrtruction.  The  Dutch  carpenters  bad  only  taught 
iim  tke  pvaetical  part  of  sbip-buildmg ;  but  in  England  he 
iBta^  tibe  fundamental  prineipAaB  4]l  the  art.  He  soon 
became  mtiter  of  the  theory,  and  was  capable  of  giving 
leeteeB  npnn  it  himself.  He  undertook  to  biuLd  a  ship  ao- 
imding  to  the  English  metiiod  of  construction ;  and  it  proved 
-•prime  sailer.  His  attention  was  also  directed  to  wetcbiaakiiii^, 
an  art  which  had  nbeedy  been  brought  to  perfection  in 
London,  and  he  made  himself  thoroughly  acquamted  with  the 
princ^es  on  which  it  is  founded*  OftDtaia  Perry,  the  engineer 
wko  attended  bim  from  Lond«m  to  Kussia,  efficmi  tbat  thene 
una  ayot  ao  mncH  na  «  aingle  article  belondng  to  a  ship,  fran 
tike  oaafeKD^  of  eannaaio  the  makiug  of  oaUea,  but  what  Be/tm 
mimoMj  obaerYed,  and  aet  lua  Itand  to  aa  often  aa  he  eaav 
jnta  the  king's  yasda« 

In.  oadar  to  onlthito  hia  finendahip,  Jdng  Wiilunn  pav* 
2D]ttod  him  to  take  a  number  of  English  aitifteera  into  liii 
nanioe,  aa  he  had  done  in  Holland ;  but  beaide  the  aitifieeniy 
Peter  engaged  aome  mathemaiaciana,  whom  he  oould  not  ao 
eaailj  hmre  procured  from  that  lepublic.  He  oontraetad  &r 
ihia  purpoae  with  Ifr.  Ferguson,  a  Sootehnutty  and  a  good 
gpemetoeian.  !niia  waa  the  man  who  introduoed  Ab  ma&P' 
metioal  method  of  aooonnta  into  the  ezehaqner  an  Buaaia»wheBe 
before  that  time  th^  need  only  tibe  Tatar  method  of  Mokening 
witii  halls  etrong  upon  a  wire;  a  method  wrhi6k  au^ 
plied  the  pkee  m  writing,  but  waa  perplexing  tad  i» 
perbet ;  haeanse  alter  tlM»  cakulation,  tbm  waa  no  meaai 
of  proving  it,  ao  aato  obtain  acerfcainly  of  thatn  beii^  no  wBith 
take.  ThelndiaacypherBy  which  we  now  iise,mrej^iiitee- 
dueed  into  Europe  tul  the  ninlii  century  by  tke  Arabs ;  aoti 
the  Haaskni  empire  did  not  receive  them  tUl  numy  ages  after: 
aueh  has  been  the  fate  of  ail  the  arts,  to  be  slow  in  their 
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•jiMgw  xaamd  ibid  globe*  J^eggmm  mmB  macompanied  by 
imro  joBDg  niid^eiBiftieiiiBB  £rom  Ghritt  CfauMb  JSoqiiU; 
.and  ibis  w«i*tbe  beginning  of  the  marine  mwAmft  liKinded 
■ome  inme  aftor  hv  Feter  the  QmaL  He  obiowod  od^ 
cuUted  ecUpaes  along  with  Ferguioa*  £007  Ae  ennMr^ 
Uioagh  gr^dfy  diseatisfied  watk  the  czar  lor  not  having 
Buficien^y  vsiraMled  him,  acknowledgeB  thi^  Peter  hid 
studied  astooaomj.  Mb  mderalood  ^he  motions  of  the  hea- 
ra^j  bodies,  tma  even  Abe  liivB  «of  gnmlatncm,  bf  which  tfaef 
m  oirected.  This  force  wbb  abeadj  &miliar  to  a  eovetiewi 
flf  SuBsia,  when  other  nations  amused  theMsblfiM  with  eUp 
meiMMd  ▼ortioee ;  and  when  Gdiiko'a  ignnwmt  countrymen 
were  commanded  hj  tcaebsw  m  jgnofwiit  m  themedlfei,  to 
believe  Ahe  eaitii  immovable. 

Perry  set  out  upon  bis  joum^  in  order  to  effect  the  junc- 
tion of  rimRBy  and  to  esBStwiri-  bridges  and  ahnees.  Xfae 
czar's  pkn  was  to  open  a  comnmsucation,  by  mesns  of  essMd^^ 
between  the  Masii»  the  Caspian,  and  the  Bkck  Sea. 

We  eug^lDot  to  omit  timtthe  English  merchants,  headed 
by  tiie  marqxas  of  Caaensrthen,  gaye  him  fifteen  thousand 
pounds  for  leaye  to  import  tobacco  in  Eussia.  This  branch 
of  eammeroe  jhad  been  ppohibited  b^  the  patriaech ;  Hor  the 
Bussian  Chm^  h>oked  upon  amwiking  as  an  nndmn  '-and 
sin&l  action.  Peter,  who  knew  bett^  thingi,  mi  wIm, 
among  Ms  other  projects,  was  meditating  A  fetemation  ei 
the  cnurch,  inteooioed  the  use  of  this  commodity  nAD 
his  dozmniotts,.aiid  isMned  the  monopoly -of  it  in:hu  mm 
hands. 

Before  he  depanfced  firam  Enghmd,  king  William  entso* 
tssnedhim  with  a^f^etaele  worthy  of  anoh  a  guest,  tiiflit<af  a 
oham  sea-fight.  Little  was  it  then  imagbied  that  the  lOflor 
would 'cne  day  zeal  battlea  on  this  ekment  against  ,tibe 
Swedes,  and  ob&a  victories  on  the  Baltic  Wuiiam  also 
snade  Imn  a  pmsent  ef  the  Sojful  Si^spori,  a  veiy  bean- 
tiful  yacht,  wbidi  be  geneEsUy  used  for  his  passage  ovier 
toHoUand.  Peter  wwt  en  board  thifl  wsol,  joid  got  htA 
to  HflUand  in  the  end  of  liagr,  He  took  with  him 

tinee  captmna  of  nusiMif-wai^  fimaid4weiiiy  [oaptaino  ef 
Tnnrnhant  ships,  .fixcly  liewhenantH,  tUrty  pilots,  tmrly  ow- 
geonOy  "two  imndied  rad  OSby  goawBas,  wmI  upvnuido  lof  ithioe 
Ini^bii  .mtOmm.  iQu  csAony  4>f  ingoiiioiiB  nun  in  ite 
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aeveral  arte  and  professions,  sailed  from  Holland  to  Arch- ' 
angel  on  board  the  Boyal  Transport;  and  were  sent  thence 
to  the  differeut  places  where  their  serrice  was  necessary* 
Those  whom  he  engaged  at  Amsterdam,  took  the  route  of 
Karva,  at  that  time  subject  to  Sweden. 

While  the  czar  was  &us  transporting  the  arts  and  manu- 
factures from  England  and  Holland  to  his  own  dominions, 
the  officers  whom  he  had  sent  to  Borne  and  Italy  succeeded 
80  far  as  also  to  engage  some  artists  iu  his  service.  General 
Sheremetef,  who  was  at  the  head  of  his  embassy  to  Italy, 
made  the  tour  of  Eome,  Naples,  Venice,  and  Malta ;  while 
the  czar  proceeded  to  Vienna  with  the  other  ambassadors. 
All  he  had  to  do  now,  was  to  observe  the  military  discipline 
of  the  Germans,  after  seeing  the  English  fleet,  and  the  clock* 
yards  in  Holland.  But  it  was  not  the  desire  of  improvement 
alone  that  induced  him  to  make  this  tour  to  Vienna:  he  had 
likewise  a  political  view ;  for  the  emperor  of  Germany  waa 
the  natural  aUy  of  the  Eussians  against  the  Turks.  JPeter 
had  a  private  audience  of  Leopold,  and  the  two  monarchs 
stood  the  whole  time  of  the  interview,  to  avoid  the  trouble 
of  ceremony. 

During  his  stay  at  Vienna,  there  happened  nothing  re- 
markable, except  the  celebration  of  the  ancient  feast  of 
Umdlord  and  tanHadv^  which  Leopold  thought  proper  to 
revive  upon  the  czar  s  account,  alter  it  had  been  disused 
during  his  whole  reign.  The  manneir  of  making  this  enter- 
tainment, to  which  the  Germans  gaye  the  name  of  Wirth- 
schafb,  was  as  follows.  The  emperor  was  landlord,  and  the 
empress  landlady :  the  king  of  toe  Eomans,  the  archdukes, 
and  the  archduchesses,  were  general Ij  their  assistants :  they 
entertained  people  of  all  nations,  dressed  after  the  most 
ancient  fashion  of  their  respective  countries.  Those  who 
were  invited  as  guests,  drew  lots  for  tickets ;  on  each  of 
which  was  written  the  name  of  the  nation,  and  the  character 
to  be  represented.  One  had  a  ticket  for  a  Chinese  wHffldMnn^ 
another  for  a  Tatar  minsa,  another  for  a  Persian  satrap,  or  a 
Boman  senator :  a  princess  might  happen  to  be  allotted  the 
part  of  a  gardener's  wife,  or  a  milkwoman ;  and  a  prince 
might  act  the  peasant  or  soldier.  They  had  dances  suited 
to  these  different  characters ;  and  the  landlord  and  landlady 
with  their  £uDily  waited  at  table.  OntbisoccasiimFisteraa- 
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sumed  the  habit  of  a  Prieshuid  boor^  and  m  this  chameter  was 
addressed  hj  everybody,  at  the  same  ttme  that  they  talked 
to  him  of  the  great  czar  of  Muscovy.  These  indeed  are 
trifles/*  says  Voltaire,  from  whom  the  account  is  taken^ 

but  whaterer  revives  the  memory  of  ancient  costoms,  is,  in 
some  measure,  worthy  of  being  recorded." 

Peter  was  preparing  to  continue  his  journey  &om  Vienna 
to  Venice  and  Some  when  he  was  recalled  to  his  own  do- 
minions by  news  of  a  general  insurrectbn  of  the  Strelitz, 
who  had  quitted  their  posts  on  theirontiers,  and  marched  on 
Moscow,  Peter  immediately  left  Viemaa  in  secret,  passed 
through  Poland,  where  he  had  an  interview  with  king  An- 
gustus,  and  arrived  at  Moscow  in  September,  1698,  before 
any  one  there  knew  of  his  having  left  Germanv. 

Gordon  had  already  crushed  the  rebels ;  had  almost  exter* 
minated  in  battle  a  body  of  them,  comprising  ten  thousand 
men ;  compelled  seven  thousand  more  to  lay  down  their  arms ; 
decimated  them  on  the  spot,  and  carried  the  rest  prisoners  to 
Moscow.  But  even  this  rigorous  vindication  of  militaiy  dis- 
cipline was  not  enough  to  satisfy  the  cniel  spirit  of  the  cxar. 
Just  returned  from  the  tour  he  had  undertu:en  for  the  pur- 
pose of  importing  among  his  barbarous  people  tbe  enlighten- 
ment and  civiHsation  of  the  west,  he  exhibited  to  them  a 
spectacle  paralleled  only  by  the  deeds  of  the  monster  Ivan 
IV.,  for  whom,  indeed,  Peter  tdways  avowed  his  special 
admixation.  There  were  seven  thousand  Strelitz  prisoners 
in  Moscow,  all  of  whom  he  caused  to  be  executed  after  six 
weeks  spent  in  personalh-  examining  them,  day  by  day, 
under  torture  inflicted  berore  his  eyes  with  every  refinement 
of  diabolical  cruelty.  Two  thousand  were  hjmged  by  his 
guards ;  the  rest  were  beheaded,  kneeling  in  rows  of  fifty, 
before  trunks  of  trees  laid  on  the  ground.  This  part  of  the 
execution  was  begun  by  the  czar  himself,  who  struck  off 
some  scores  of  heads  with  his  own  hand.  All  the  nobles  of 
his  court,  the  foreigners  Bluniberg  and  Le  Fort  alone  ex- 
cepted, were  compelled  to  follow  his  example  ;  and  Mentchi- 
kof  made  a  boast  of  surpassing  all  his  brother-executioners 
in  amount  of  work  and  style  of  performance. 

Several  hundreds  of  the  corpses  were  gibbeted  at  tlie  gates 
of  the  city  aijd  along  the  wails  ;  the  rest  were  left  imburied 
where  they  had  ikilen  j  and  as  the  execution  tuuk  place  in 
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Odpolier;;  at  the  seitdng  in  of  the  frosfc^  the-  people  of  Momr 
Imd  for  fivo  winle  months*  bcfon  tlteir  §fji»  Idn-  beraid  ^ec- 
tiMib  oi  aspen  thousand  corpMB  tmnvfing  tiie  sppeanneo  of 
mnt  Tiolent  dnctti.  Thirty  gibMa^  Biiriao^^ 
bodies^  imv  planted  before  the*  ooBipest  in  whick  tiie  enr's' 
BiBtery^  Sopbi%  wae  cosftkied.  HhB  Stielitz  had  deputed  thvev 
of  tiirir  niunbev'  tot  proeeut  an  addeeaB*  to  tiiB<  prmceeB^  in- 
Ti^g  her  to^  asmone  the  crown.  The  tixrae  wme  gibbeted 
before  the  single  grated  wvidow  that  lighted  the  eeE  m 
wbioh  the  pnaeeae  waa  immured,  and  the  £ital  paper  Wfl9 
held  out  to  her  by  the  etiffeited  arm  of  one  of  the  dead  men. 
Sie  could  not  turn  her  eye*  textile  light  without  behoUing 
tile  bodiea-of  the  wwtehea  who  badperiahed  for  her  sainu 

Among  the  esoE^a  wtima  on  tha  occaaion  were  two  aer- 
THDt  women  bdmiging  to  Sophia  and  her  nater  Marfe,  who 
wae  eonftoed  with  her  in  the  same  eonyent.  The  two  women 
were  tortoied^  and  put  to  deot^  Their  execution  waa  not 
pnUie,  and  it  ia  not  certain  whetiier-  they  were  boiied  aEve 
or  drowned.  One  of  them  wea  known  to  be  pregnant^  but 
this  did  not  auve  her  dther  from  torture  or  death. 

The  wddowa  and  cbiUren  of  the  Strelitff  were  transported 
to  wild  and  desert  placea,  where  a  limited  extent  of  ground 
waa  assigned  them ;  out  of  whiclLtihey  and  their  descendants 
were  never  to  paasw  About  three  thousand  men  had  escaped 
from  the  massacre  inflicted  by  Gtxrdon  on  the  first  body  of 
Slx«^ts  whom  he  had  encountered.  The  fu^tives  hsmg 
dispersed  in  diftrCTt  directions,  it  was  fdrbidden,  on  pain, 
of  death,  that  ai^  one  tiBougfaout  the  whole  Bussian  empire 
should  harbour  one-  of  Utim,  or  give  him  so  much  a»  a  ix^ 
of  water. 

The  natural  consequences  of  these  mhuman  acts  were  mam- 
fiMted  next  year ;  fireah  insurrections  broke  eut  in  dirtant: 
partsof  the  empire,  followed  by  fteshezecutibnB.  A  number 
of  rebels  were  Drought  in  chains  ficom  Asof  to  Moscow,  and 
eighty  of  them  were  beheaded  by  the  caar  with  his  own 
huid,  whilst  tiie  boyar  Pleatdief  hidd  them  by  the  hair.  It 
is  probabljT  to  this  period  we  nugr  refer  an  anecdote  related 
by  M.  Prints,  aannandor  from  FruBRa  at  the  court  of 
Peter  I.  At  an  entertainment  to  which  M.  Prints  was 
invited  by  the  czar,  the  latter,  after  he  had  drunk  as  usual 
a  great  deal  of  wine  and  brandy,  had  twenty  rebels  brought 
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in  hem  Hke  pntoof*  Then  drinking  twentj  emccesBiye  bum- 
pers wition  flB  hour,  he  struck  off  a  head  with  each,  and 
actually  pfopoied  to  tiie  ambia—dor  that  he  liiooid  iarj  fau 
skill  in  the  Bame  way ! 

What  kind*  of  civilnotiOBL'  eonld  thai  be  which  was.  bmk^ 
gmated  under  such  auspices  as  tfaess^  and  bj  so  brutal  a 
rsformerP  Truly  did  Peter  once  observe,  that  ''he  wished 
to  reform  others,  yet  was  unable  to  reform  himsdtfl"  In  fiu^t^ 
He  laboiHnd  aU  his  life  lon^  under  a  total  miaooiiosptioii  ot 
tiie  very  nature  of  civilisation ;  and  while  making  podigioiie 
efforts  to  secuve  its  results,  he  was  equally  energetic  in  eom- 
batiug  its  essential  principles.  He  showed  UsasellV'  ^oj^ 
Sehnitzler,  **ixk  one  particular  a  true  Bussian.  He  attached 
more  importeoce  to  interests  than  to  principles.  Wbilst  all 
material  pro^ss  eJEcited  his  sympathy  to  the  highest  degree, 
the  idea  of  elevating  and  purifying  the  moral  character  of  hie 
couniapy,  and  of  contributing  to  her  social  and  religious  per- 
jEectiom,  hardly  entered  into  his  thoughts.  He  saw  in  civili^ 
sation  ret^er  an  elemaot  of  mi^t  than  a  meam  of  iiuneasmg 
the  digmly-  of  human  nature.  The  moral  culture  of  his 
people  was  overlooked  by  him;  but  when  their  material 
interests  were  concerned,  no  tiling  escaped  his  attention  and 
his  indefatigable  activity."  The  resuEt  is  well  summed  up 
in-  Diderot's  hem^y  phrase :  the  Bussians,  as  £wfaioned  by 
Peter,  "were  rotten  before  they  were  ripe." 

Having  suppressed  the  entire  corps  of  the  Strelitz,  Peter 
established  regular  regiments,  clothed  and  disciplined  in  the 
Bixropean  maimer.  As  he  had  passed  through  the  lowest 
degrees  in  the  army  himaelf|  he  ordered  that  the  sons  of  his 
bcnrara  and  prineae  shoold  serve  in  tbe  capaoily  of  commen 
soldiers  before  they  beoante  officers.  Some  of  the  youn^ 
nobility  he  sent  on  board  his  fleet  at  Tonmeje  and  Asoif, 
where  he  obHeed  them  to  serve  l^eir  apprenticeship  in  the 
naivy.  None  cuirst  refoss  to  obey  a  master  who  had  deigned 
te  sel^  so  eztraordinaij  aa  example.  The  English  and  Imch 
helped  to  eqnip  this  fleet  for  sea,  to  ccmstnict  sloices^  to 
establish  decks  for  careening  his  ships^  and  to  nesome  the 
grand  work  of  joining  the  Son  and  the  Volga,  which  had 
been  dropped  by  BriuEel  tiie  German.  From  thattime^he 
set  about  a  mnltitade  of  reforms  in  ciyil  and  ecdesiastieal 
affiiirs,  and  in  the  usages  of  sodeiy. 
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The  re  veil  lie  had  been  hitherto  aduiinistered  nearly  in  the 
same  manner  as  in  Turkey.  Every  boyar  paid  a  stipulated 
sum  for  his  lands,  and  raised  it  upon  Ida  dependents  or 
bondsmen.  But  the  czar  appointed  for  his  receivers  select 
merchants  who  were  not  powerful  enougli  to  claim  the  pri- 
vilege of  paying  into  the  public  treasury  only  just  what  tliey 
pleased.  Ho  established  a  Senate  in  lieu  of  the  old  Council 
of  Eorars,  and  suppressed  the  titles  of  boyars,  nkolmtchi^ 
and  dumuie-diaki,  substituting  ibr  them  those  of  presidents^ 
counsellors,  and  senators. 

The  reformation  of  the  church,  which  in  all  other  coun- 
tries is  looked  upon  as  a  dangerous  attempt,  proved  on  easy 
task  to  Peter.  The  bishops  had  arrogated  to  themselves  the 
power  of  condemning  people  to  death,  and  to  other  corporal 
punishments.  This  authority,  notwithstanding  that  it  had 
been  usurped  for  several  ages,  was  taken  from  them.  The 
patriarch  Adrian  happening  to  die  at  the  end  of  this  century, 
reter  abstained  from  giving  him  a  successor.  At  last^in  1721^ 
this  dignity  was  entirely  abolished ;  and  the  great  ineome  of 
the  patriarchal  see  was  united  to  the  public  revenue,  which 
stood  in  need  of  this  addition.  If  the  czar  did  not  set  him- 
self up  for  head  of  the  Buasian  Church,  he  made  himself 
absolute  master  of  the  clergy,  for  the  functiona  of  the  patri- 
archate were  transferred  to  a  synod,  the  members  of  which 
were  to  begin  their  ministry  by  taking  an  oath  of  Bubmission 
and  obedience,  couched  in  the  following  terms :  I  swear  fide* 
lity  and  allegiance  as  servant  and  subject  to  my  natural  and  true 
sovereign,  and  to  his  august  successors,  whom  he  shall  please 
to  nominate,  by  virtue  of  the  incontestable  power  for  that  pur- 
poiae,  of  which  he  is  possessed.  I  acknowledge  him  to  be  the 
supreme  judge  of  this  spiritual  college :  I  swear  by  the  all- 
seeing  God  that  I  understand  and  mean  this  oath,  in  the 
full  force  and  sense  which  the  words  conyej  to  those  who 
read,  or  hear  it.''  This  is  much  stronger  than  the  oafch 
of  supremacy  in  England.  The  Bussian  monarch  was  not 
indeed  one  of  the  fathers  of  the  synod ;  but  he  dictated  their 
laws :  he  did  not  touch  the  censer ;  but  he  directed  the  hands 
that  held  it. 

While  he  was  waiting  for  the  completion  of  this  great 
work,  he  thought  that  as  his  dominions  were  but  iU  peopled. 


Digitized  by 


A.J).  1700] 


BEEOBMS  £rf  EGXSD  BX  PSTSB. 


257 


the  celibacy  of  the  monks  was  contrary  to  nature,  and  to  the 
public  good.  The  ancient  usage  of  tho  church  of  Eussia  is, 
that  the  secular  priests  shall  marry  at  least  onoe ;  nay,  they 
fcie  obliged  to  do  it  :  and  formerly,  whon  tho  priest  lost  his 
wii'e,  he  ceased  to  be  in  the  sacerdotal  order.  But  a  multi- 
tude of  cloistered  younn^  men  and  women,  who  made  a  vow 
to  be  useless  to  tlie  public,  and  to  live  at  other  people's 
expense,  appeared  in  nis  eye  a  dani^crous  institution.  He 
reduced  the  number  of  coiiveuts,  and  ordained  that  Donr 
should  be  admitted  to  a  monastic  life  till  they  were  tiftv 
years  old— an  age  when  all  ties  are  either  formed  or  broken ; 
find  he  further  prohibited  the  monasteries  from  receiving  any 
person,  of  what  age  soever,  invested  with  a  public  employ- 
ment. This  reguiatioBy  however^  has  been  repealed  since  his 
time. 

These  alterations  were  at  first  received  by  the  clergy  with 
great  disgust.  A  certain  priest  declared  in  writing  that 
Peter  was  Antichrist,  because  he  would  have  no  patriarch  ; 
and  as  the  czar  encouraged  the  typographical  art,  it  helped 
to  spread  a  multitude  of  libels  against  him.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  there  started  up  a  priest,  who  replied  that  it  was 
impossible  for  the  czar  to  be  Antichrist,  because  the  number 
666  was  not  to  be  found  in  his  name,  and  he  had  not  the 
sign  of  the  beast.  These  murmurs  were  silenced  by  force  of 
terror  and  ridicule.  Peter,  in  reality,  gave  more  to  the 
church  than  be  took  from  her;  for  by  degrees  he  rendered 
tl^  derer  more  regular  and  more  learned.  He  founded 
three  colleges  at  Moscow,  in  which  the  students  were  in- 
fitracted  in  different  longaages,  and  where  the  youth  de^ 
signed  for  the  church  were  obliged  to  study. 

One  of  the  most  necessary  reiormations  was  the  abolition, 
or  at  least  the  mitigation,  of  the  three  Lents ;  an  ancient 
superstition  of  the  Greek  Church,  no  less  pernicious  to  the 
peraons  employed  in  the  public  service,  and  especially  to  the 
soldiers,  than  the  old  one  of  not  fighting  on  the  Sabbath  day 
liad  been  to  the  Jews.  Accordingly  the  czar  granted,  at 
least  to  his  troops  and  his  workmen,  a  dispensation  from 
obserring  these  Lents ;  in  which,  though  the  people  were 
not  permitted  to  eat,  yet  it  was  customary  for  "them  to  get 
drunk.  He  even  disp^ised  with  their  abstaining  from  flesh 
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meat  on  fisk  days ;  and  the  chaplains,  both  in  the  sea  and 
land  service,  were  obliged  to  set  the  example^  whick  they  did 
without  any  reluctance. 

The  calendar  was  an  object  of  importance.  The  regulation 
of  the  year  was  anciently  made  in  all  countries  by  the  heads 
of  religion,  not  only  on  ac'count  of  the  festivals,  but  because 
informer  times  scarce  any  but  priests  understood  astronomy. 
The  Kuasians  began  their  year  the  1st  of  September ;  but 
Peter  ordained  that  thenceforward  the  year  should  com* 
mence,  as  in  Hub  part  of  Europe,  on  the  1st  of  January. 
This  alteration  took  place  in  the  year  1700,  at  the  opening 
of  the  centurv,  which  iie  ordered  to  be  celebrated  by  a  iu- 
bilee,  and  by  other  grand  solemnities.  The  Tulgar  admired 
liow  the  czar  could  be  able  to  change  the  course  of  the  sun. 
kSomo  obstinate  people  beino^  persuaded  that  God  had  created 
the  world  in  the  montli  ot  tieptember,  continued  to  obser\  e 
the  old  style ;  but  the  alteration  took  place  in  all  tlie  public 
ofRces,  in  the  court  of  chancery,  and  soon  after  througliont 
the  empire.  Peter  did  not  introduce  the  Gregorian  calen- 
dar, becau«e  it  was  rejected  hj  the  iEkigiiali  matkemafciciawH 
of  his  day. 

Marriages  before  tluit  time  were  performed  after  the  cus- 
tom of  the  East,  where  they  do  not  see  the  l^ride  till  the 
contract  is  signed,  and  they  cannot  fly  from  their  word. 
This  custom  may  be  tolerated  where  polygamy  is  established, 
and  the  women  are  confined ;  but  it  cannot  bo  suitable  to 
countries  where  men  are  obliged  to  be  eati^fitd  with  <me 
wife,  and  where  divorces  are  seldom  allowed. 

The  czar  strove  to  aocustcaa  his  cmbjeots  to  the  manners 
and  usages  of  the  nations  among  whom  he  had  travelled,  and 
from  whom  he  had  received  the  semal  maatera  wlio  were 
thejk  employed  in  inatimting  his  people.  It  im  fit,  he 
thought^  thttb  the  BuBflians  should  not  oe  dreBsed  in  a  ^f* 
ferent  maimer  from  those  who  were  teaching  them  the  arts 
and  sdenoeB.  He  found  so  difficulty  in  mtroduciog  the 
westem  mode  of  diess,  and  the  cnatom  of  alumng  among 
bia  courtiers ;  Imt  tiie  bulk  oC  the  nation  were  more  atub^ 
born,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  lay  a  tax  on  long  coats  and 
beords.  From  this  tax  he  exempted  onlj  the  priests  and  the 
peasants.  Patteras  of  clothes  were  hung  up  at  the  gates  of 
towns ;  and  those  who  refused  to  pay  were  obliged  to  here 
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their  garments  and  Leards  shortened.  All  this  was  done 
■with  great  gaiety/'  says  Voltaire;  but  the  gaiety  was  only 
among  tlie  courtiers ;  there  was  rage  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people,  and  these  merry  doings  provolved  bloody  insurrec- 
tions. They  were  not  even  needful  lor  the  end  m  view  ;  the 
spirit  of  imitation  would  have  produced  the  desired  change, 
more  slowly  indeed,  but  quite  as  eth  ctually.  Besides,  it  may 
be  asked  with  Levesque,  why  foi  ce  the  Russians  to  adopt  a 
costaine  hich  they  are  obliged  to  hide  for  six  months  in  the 
year  under  a  furred  pelisse  ?  Why  compel  them  to  shave 
their  chins  in  order  to  wrap  them  afterwaids  in  a  fur  collar  ? 
In  spite  of  the  ukases  of  Peter  I.,  the  lower  classes  still  retain 
their  beards  and  their  caftans ;  and  they  are  able  in  conse- 
quence to  brave  the  most  intense  cold  with  impunity.  But 
the  custom  of  dressing  jaoidiers  after  the  fashion  of  temperate 
climates,  costs  Buasia  a  great  number  of  men  in  severe 
winters.* 

Among  the  minute  details  to  which  Peter  descended. for 
the  purpose  of  remodelling  the  usages  of  society,  were  those 
which  related  to  the  convivial  meetings  of  persons  of  both 
sexes^  which  he  ordered  to  he  held  after  the  manner  of  the 
west;  whereas  before  his  time  the  Russian  women  had  lived 
in  seclusion.  He  published  a  code  for  the  regulation  of 
tliese  assemblies ;  and  in  the  preamble  lie  explained  to  hia 
barbarians  what  was  meant  by  that  word  in  civilised 
Europe.  He  decreed,  that  the  assemblies  should  be  held 
three  times  a  week  in  all  houses  of  the  nobility  and  mer- 
chants in  rotation;  that  each  should  be  announced  by  a 

*  According  to  tt»  aaftior  of  the  Mimotret  Sterikt  de  la  cour  de 

Pctcrshourg,  the  irrational  practice  alluded  to  in  the  text  dates  only 
from  the  rcigri  of  Paul.  *'  Previously  to  that  tiniG,"  he  says,  "  the 
iiussian  army  offered  a  pattern  to  bo  fallowed  in  the  beauty,  simplicity, 
and  convenience  of  its  dress,  cq^miUy  adapted  to  tke  climdtt:  and  tu  the 
geuixa  of  the  country.  A  wide  pair  of  pontalooiis  of  red  doth,  which 
terminited  in  boots  of  pliable  leather,  and  which  was  fastened  by  a 
girdle  over  a  red  and  j^een  jacket;  a  little  helmet,  ^vell  adapted  to  a 
soldier,  with  the  hair  cut  short  on  the  neck,  but  long  enough  to  cover 
the  ears,  and  easily  kept  in  order,  constituted  the  whole  of  tlie  military 
tmifbrm.  The  toldier  was  dressed  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye;  for  he 
had  but  two  garments,  and  their  size  was  mch  as  allowed  him  to  de- 
fend himself  from  the  cold  by  additions  nndemeath  wittxmt  isaSnng^ 
Tspaa  the  imifoniiitj  of  faia  external  appeanuwe." 
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■written  card  ;  that  every  man  of  distinction,  noble,  nuperior 
ofiicer,  trader,  person  employed  in  the  chancery,  and  master- 
\sT)rkiiian,  especinlly  ship  carpenters  and  master  shipwrights, 
should  be  adinissible  to  tlwm  with  their  Avives,  find  might 
enter  and  depart  when  thoy  pleased,  between  four  o'clock 
and  ten  at  night.  The  obligation  of  bowing  to  the  com- 
pany on  entering  and  quitting  the  room  was  expressliy 
enjoined.  With  respect  to  the  host,  it  was  ruled  that,  like 
his  company,  he  should  be  at  full  liberty  to  come  and  p^o, 
to  be  seated,  and  to  drink  in  the  rooms,  as  soon  as  he  should 
have  snfficiently  provided  them  with  chairs,  liquors,  and  all 
the  means  of  amusement.  The  code  even  went  so  far  as  to 
point  oat  the  place  for  the  servants.  It  was  further  ordained, 
that  every  transgressor  of  the  rules  should  be  obliged  in- 
stantly to  emptj  the  great  eagle^  a  large  bottle  full  of  brandj^ 
afirotesque  punishment,  which  exists  also  among  the  Chinese. 
TmB  was  not  a  very  likely  way  to  preserve  the  decenciea  of 
social  intercourse ;  but  these  were  little  regarded  by  Peter. 
He  beat  Mentchikof  in  a  ball-ioom  for  dancing  without 
having  taken  off  his  sword. 

While  Peter  was  thus  beginning  a  new  creation  in  the 
interior  of  his  dominions,  he  concluded  an  advantageous 
truce  for  thirty  years  with  the  Turks,  which  left  him  free  to 
enter  upon  the  fulfilment  of  his  grand  designs  in  the  north. 


CHAPTER  XXn. 

•WAB  WITH  BWBDSlSr— BATTLE  07  KASYA. 

With  the  eighteenth  century  a  momentous  scene  was 
opening  on  the  frontiers  of  Sweden.  One  of  the  princ^al 
causes  of  all  the  revolutions  which  happened  from  Ingria  as 
far  as  Dresden,  and  which  laid  so  many  countries  waste  during 
the  space  of  eighteen  years,  was  the  abuse  of  the  supreme 
power,  under  Charles  XI.,  king  of  Sweden,  father  of  Charles 
XII.  The  greatest  part  of  Livonia,  with  all  Esthonia,  had 
been  ceded  by  Poland  to  Charles  XI.,  Icing  of  Sweden,  who 
sncceeded  Charles  X.  during  the  treaty  of  Oliva :  it  was  ceded 
in  the  customaiy  manner,  reserring  to  the  inhabitants  the 
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eontinuance  of  all  their  privileges.  But  these  being  little  le- 
garded  by  Charles  XI.,  John  Ecinliold  Patkul,  a  Livonian 
gentleman,  repaired  to  Stockholm,  in  1692,  at  the  head  of  nx 
deputies  of  the  provinee,  in  order  to  lay  the  strongest,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  the  most  respectful  remonstrances  of  the 
people  before  the  throne.  Instead  of  an  answer,  the  six 
d^aties  were  committed  to  prison,  and  Patkul  was  con* 
demned  to  lose  both  his  honour  and  life.  But  he  lost  neither ; 
for  he  made  his  escape  out  of  prison,  and  remained  for  some 
time  in  the  country  of  Vaud  in  Switzerland.  As  soon  as  be 
heard  that  Augustus,  elector  of  Saxony,  had  promised,  upon 
his  accession  to  the  throne  of  Poland,  to  recover  the  provinces 
imsted  from  that  kingdom,  he  hastened  away  to  Dresden,  in 
order  to  represent  the  facility  of  recovering  Livonia,  and  of 
dispossessing  a  young  king,  only  in  his  eighteentix  year,  of 


At  the  same  time,  the  czar  was  meditating  a  scheme  to 
make  himself  master  of  Ingria  and  Carelia.  These  pro* 
vinces  formerly  belonged  to  the  Bussians ;  but  the  Swedes 
had  conquered  them  at  the  time  of  the  false  Dmitris; 
and  preserved  them  since  by  treaties.  Another  war  and  new 
treaties  might  restore  them  to  iBussia.  Fatkol  went  from 
Dresden  to  Moscow,  and  having  excited  the  two  monarchs  to 
avenge  his  cause,  he  cemented  a  dose  union  between  them, 
and  &rwarded  their  preparations  for  invading  the  several  ter- 
ritoiiefl  aittuited  to  the  eaat  and  south  of  Finland. 

Erederic  lY the  new  king  of  Denmark,  entered  at  the  same 
time  into  a  league  with  the  czar  and  Augustus  against  tiie 
young  king  of  Sweden,  who  seemed  likely  to  be  overjpowered. 
Patkul  had  the  pleasure  of  besieging  tne  Swedes  in  Biga, 
the  capital  of  Livonia;  on- which  occasion  he  acted  as  major* 
generu. 

The  czar  marched  an  army  of  about  sixty  thousand  men 
towards  Ingria.  True  it  is,  that  in  this  ^r^t  army  thm 
were  hardly  more  than  twelve  thousand  disciplined  troops, 
whom  be  had  trained  to  war  himself;  these  were  his  two 
regiments  of  ffuards,  and  a  few  others :  the  remainder  oon* 
aisted  of  an  lU-armed  militia^  with  some  Cossacks  and  Gxr^ 
eassian  Tatars :  but  he  had  a  hundred  and  forty-five  pieces  of 
cannon.  He  laid  siege  to  Narva,  a  small  town  in  Ingria, 
with  a  commodious  mdbour;  and  there  was  the  greatest 
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piobabiliiy  thai;  tiie  place  mold  be  tftkea  in  a  vecy  sbovt 
tme. 

Ihrerf  one  knows  how  (AflxleB  XII.,  who  at  Idiflt  tnse 
was  not  quite  eigliteen  years  <^  age^  withstood  his  numerous 
enemiei,  and  attacked  them  aU  succeBsiTely ;  how  he  made  a 
descent  upon  Denmark,  and  finished  the  war  wxlh  that  cvown 
in  less  than  six  weeks ;  how  he  sent  succoiirs  to  Biga^  and 
laised  the  siege  of  that  town ;  and  how  he  marched  oyer  iea 
and  snow  in  the  month  of  NoTemberj  against  the  Baanana 
who  had  laid  siege  to  Narva. 

The  czar,  conndent  of  taking  the  town,  was  gone  to  Nor- 
goarody  leavxag  the  oommand  of hia  army,  withinatmelionB  finr 
3ie  siege,  to  the  prmce  of  Groy,  whose  fimiiljr  was  or^naiSj 
from  FiaDdora,  and  who  had  lately  entered  into  the  cisr'a 
serriee.  FHnoe  Dolgoroki  was  commissary  cf  tiie  amry. 
The  jealousy  between  these  two  chiefii»  and  the  absence  of  1»e 
csar,  were  in  part  the  cause  of  the  nnpanOeled  defeat  at 
Nam.  GharieB  XII.  having  landed  his  txoops  at  Peman  in 
IdTonia,  in  the  month  of  October,  marched  northwards 
towards  Berel,  and  defeated  in  that  neighbourhood  an  ad- 
yanced  body  of  Bnssians.  Thence  he  contlnned  his  mardi, 
and  beat  anolAier.  Hke  fti|itiyes  fell  back  on  their  msan 
army,  and  spread  consteenatian  in  the  camp.  Yet  they  w«ie 
now  in  the  month  of  Koyember ;  and  the  town  of  Nam^ 
though  muskilfQlly  besieged,  was  upon  the  |»omt  of  BOfTender- 
ing.  The  young  king  of  Sweden  had  not  with  him  quite  mne 
thousand  men ;  and  conld  bring  no  more  than  ten  pieces  of 
cannon  against  tiie  Busaan  entrendhments,  whidi  were  Imed 
witii  a  hundred  and  forty-fire.  Acoordzne  to  all  the  EeiafcionB 
of  that  time,  the  Bnssian  army  amounted  to  eighty  thousand 
f^htmg  men,  whilst  Charles  had  only  nine  thousand. 

Charles  did  not  hesitate  to  attacK  so  great  a  force  wiiii 
his  small  corps ;  but  ayailing  himself  of  a  yiolent  storm  of 
snow  and  wind,  which  blew  full  in  the  front  of  the  enemy, 
he  attacked  their  entrenchments  with  the  aid  of  a  few  pieces 
of  cannon  advantageously  posted,  November  30,  1700.  The 
itussians  had  not  time  to  recover  themselves,  in  the  midst  of 
that  cloud  of*  snow,  which  was  driven  by  the  wind  directly  ia 
their  faces,  so  that  they  could  not  see  the  cannon  that  played 
most  furiously  against  them ;  besides,  they  had  no  notion 
that  the  enemy's  force  waa  so  inconsiderable. 
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The  duke  de  Croy  would  give  hk  oirders ;  amd  pchifis  Dol- 
gomki  wovld  not  obey  thcau  The  Eussians  rose  agsmtt 
the  German  offieen ;  they  Biassacred  the  diike'e  aecretaiy, 
with  colonel  Ljon,  and  aerecBl  obheBk  £edi  man  quitted 
hia  peat;  a&d  a  general  confusion  and  panic  were  diffused 
thsotigboQt  the  army.  The  Swedish  troops  had  then  nothing 
more  to  do  than  to  kill  and  destroy  a  flying  multitude.  Some 
of  the  fngitivea  threw  themaehea  into  the  river  of  Narva, 
wlwe  great  numbers  of  them  were  drowned  s  others  flung 
ttway  their  arms,  and  begged  for  quarter  upon  their  kneea. 
The  dnkc  de  Oroy,  genml  AUacd,  and  the  Uerman  offioos^ 
move  afraid  of  the  mutinous  Eussians  than  of  the  Swedea, 
aurrendercd  to  count  Stembok.  The  king  of  Sweden  became 
master  of  all  their  artiUeiT.  ISiirty  thousand  of  the  rm- 
quished  enemy  laid  down  their  arms  at  his  feet,  and  filed  oflT 
with  their  heads  unco?0ied  before  Mm.  Prince  Dolgoruki,  and 
all  the  other  Eusaian  generals,  anrrendered  aa  well  as  tbe  Gei^ 
mana;  but  did  not  know,  till  aome  time  after  they  had  been 
made  priaonerBithat  they  were  vaaqnished  by  eight  thoiiaand 
men. 

Ofaarlea  XII.  reaped  all  the  adrantagea  that  ooiild  be 
drawn  team,  a  agnal  victoy:  bia  troops  aeiaed  immenae 
magaaineey  and  120  Raaaian  tranaporta  laden  willi  pfo- 
yiakma:  the  enemy's  postawese  eithMreraenated  or  taken; 
in  abort,  tiie  whole  oonntry  was  in  the  poaaearion  of 
the  Swedes.  Narta  waa  now  delivered;  the  sbatteKed 
remams  of  the  Boaaian  army  durst  not  show  tiiemseilm ; 
and  the  Suaaian  frontier  being  open  as  ftraa  Pleako^  CSiariea 
mifiht  ba?e  terminated  the  war  witli  Ruaaia  aa  rapidly  aa  be 
bad  finiebed  that  with  Denmark,  bad  be  not  turned  aside 
from  bis  cbief  enemy,  and  negteeted  bia  moat  ftvonzaUe 
opportonity  in  order  to  avenge  himself  on  king  AuguataB, 
i^oae  Sazona  were  posted  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Drma. 

A  BuBsiaa  bishop  compoaed  a  form  of  prayer*  to  St. 
Nicholas  coa  this  occaaioni  which  waa  publicly  read  in 
cbnxebea.  Tfaia  composition  shows  the  spirit  of  the  times, 
and  the  gross  ignorance  of  the  countiy.  it  aays  positiyely, 
that  the  frunons  and  terrible  Swedes  w«re  sorceren;  and 
conmlaiDa  that  the  TfasBians  bad  been  abandoned  mr  St. 
Kicmolas.  The  prelates  of  that  country,'*  says  Yoltairey 
*  It  is  to  be  foand  in  Yoltaire'»  Histoiy  of  Charles  XIL 
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"  would  not  write  such  stuff  at  present ;  and  without  any 
offence  to  St.  Nicbolas,  the  Russians  soon  perceived  that 
their  business  was  to  address  themselves  to  Peter." 

The  czar  having  quitted  his  army  before  ^iarva  towards 
the  end  of  November,  1700,  in  order  to  concert  matters 
with  the  kino^  of  Poland,  was  apprised  upon  the  road  of  the 
victorv  obtained  bv  the  Swedes.  He  was  ]iot  at  all  dis- 
pirited,  but  showed  a  firmness  equal  to  the  intrepidity 
and  valour  of  Charles  XTT.  He  deferred  his  interview 
with  Augustus,  to  apply  a  speedy  remedy  to  the  disordered 
state  of  his  affairs.  The  troops  that  had  been  in  different 
quarters  rendezvoused  at  Novgorod,  and  inarched  thence 
to  Pleskof,  upon  lake  Peipus. 

After  so  sif^nal  a  defeat,  it  was  as  much  as  the  czar  could 
do  to  stand  his  ground.  "  I  know  very  well,"  said  he, "  that 
the  Swedes  will  have  the  advantage  of  us  a  considerable 
rime,  but  tbcy  vnW  teach  us  at  lenj^th  to  beat  them.'* 

Having  provided  for  the  present  cniergcncy,  and  ordered 
recruits  to  be  raised  on  every  side,  he  repaired  with  all 
expedition  to  Moscow,  to  forward  tho  casting  of  cannon. 
All  his  artillery  had  been  taken  before  Narva ;  and  as  he 
wanted  metal,  he  had  recourse  to  tho  bolls  of  the  churches 
and  monasteries.  Out  of  these  were  formed  a  hundred  large 
cannon,  with  one  hundred  and  forty-three  field-pieces,  from 
three  to  six  pounders,  besides  luortais  and  howitzers;  and 
the  whole  was  forwarded  to  Pleskof.  In  other  countries  the 
sovereign  commands,  and  his  subjects  execute  his  orders  ; 
but  here  the  czar  was  obliged  to  see  everything  done 
himself.  While  he  was  making  these  preparations,  he 
entered  into  a  negotiation  with  the  king  of  Denmark,  who 
engaged  to  assist  him  with  three  regiments  of  foot  and 
three  of  cavalry^  an.  engagement  which  that  monarok  durst 
not  observe. 

No  sooner  was  this  treaty  signed  than  he  returned  with 
the  greatest  despatch  to  the  seat  of  war,  and  had  an 
interview  *  with  king  Augustus,  at  Birzen,  on  the  frontiers 
of  Courland  and  Lithuania.  His  business  was  to  oonfiria 
that  prince  in  his  resolution  of  maintaining  the  war  against 
Charles  XU^  and  to  prevail  on  tlie  Polish  diet  to  engage  in 

^  i'ebnury  the  dJtb,  170U 
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hia  qnanaL  PaUciil  and  a  few  Polea  in  the  intmali  of  their 
king  were  preaent  at  these  eon&Fences.  Peter  pvomiaed  to 
aaaist  them  with  Bubsidies,  and  with  an  army  of  twenty 
thonaaiid  men.  ^  LiTonia  waa  to  be  lestozed  to  Poland, 
upon  a  supposition  that  the  diet  wonld  act  in  conjunction 
with  tbeir  king  to  recover  that  province;  but  &ar  had  » 
stronger  influence  on  the  determinationa  of  the  diet  than 
the  caar'a  proposals*  The  Poles  were  under  an  imprehension 
of  having  their  liberties  restrained  by  the  Saxons  and 
Bfttsaiana;  and  at  ilie  same  time  th^  had  a  still  greater 
dread  of  Charles  XII.  Hence  the  majorify  determined  not 
to  serre  their  king — ^that  is,  not  to  fight. 

The  court  party  were  ezaaperated  against  the  contrary 
fiiction;  in  short,  the«  king's  proposal  to  recorer  a  consi- 
derable  province  that  had  been  wrested  from  Poland  was 
produetiTe  of  a  civil  war  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  czar 
had  therefore  but  a  weak  ally  in  Augustus,  and  the  Saxon 
troops  afiEbrded  him  but  yery  little  assistance.  Suck  terror 
didOharleaXIL  inspire  on  every  side,  that  Peter  was  obliged 
to  depend  entirely  upon  his  own  forces.  From  Gourland  he 
hastened  back  to  Moscow,  to  forward  the  performance  of 
hia  promise;  and  ordered  prince  Bepnin  to  mardh  with  a 
body  of  four  thousand  men  towards  Itiga,  upon  tiie  banks 
of  the  Pvina^  where  the  Saxon  troopa  were  entrenched. 

The  rapid  success  of  the  Swedes  increased  the  general 
terror  of  their  arms.  Charles  having  passed  the  Imna,  in 
spite  of  the  Saxons,  who  were  advantageously  posted  on  ih» 
opposite  bank,  obtained  a  complete  victory :  he  followed  up 
the  bbw  by  making  himself  master  of  all  Gourland ;  and  waa 
advancing  wit^  his  victorious  army  into  Lithuania,  to  animate 
the  Pdiw  faction  who  had  declared  against  Augustus. 

Peter  still  punmed  his  great  designs.  General  Patku), 
who  had  be^  the  life  and  soul  of  the  conferences  9^  Birzen, 
and  had  lately  entered  into  hia  service,  showed  his  zeal  in 
providing  him  vrith  German  officers,  and  in  discifftlining  his 
troops ;  in  short,  he  was  a  second  Le  Port,*  and  flniahed  what 
the  other  had  b^^.  The  caar  found  relavs  for  aU  the  offi.cers, 
and  even  for  the  common  soldiers,  whether  Geznuma,  Idvo-* 

♦  Le  Fort  died  in  1699,  at  the  age  of  forty 'six.  Golovin  succeeded 
him  as  high  admiraL  Gordon  alto  had  died  before  this  period. 
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muDB,  at  Pol0S,tiiat  cam^  to  lem  in  Us  arnieB;  andtook  jmus 
ticulftr  om  of  erecything  rektm  to  tlieir  tsm»f  dotiiei,  loid 

On  the  eonfines  of  Livonia  and  BBtfaonia,  and  we«t  of  the 
pnmnee  of  Novgorod,  lies  the  laike  PeipuB:  fiom  tiie  aontii 
aide  of  LiToniait  leeeiveBtheTtvearVeiika;  to  the  norfchward 
it  aenda  forth  the  river  Naiova^  whieh  waahes  tiie  walk  of  the 
town  of  Narra^  in  whose  neighbourhood  liie  Swedes  cUaained 
their  fiunonavictoiy,  Thia  lace  iaiipwarda  of  thirty- kagnea  in 
length;  inoome  plaeea  twelve,  andm  others  fifteen  in  hieadili. 
Here  it  was  of  tne  utmost  importance  for  the  osar  to  main* 
tain  a  fleets  in  order  to  prev^t  the  Swedish  veasda  from  in- 
sulting the  province  m  NoYgorod ;  to  be  within  a  proper 
distaibDe  for  making  a  descent  upon  their  coasts ;  and  especU 
aUj  to  train  up  a  number  of  seamen.  Buring  the  year  1701, 
Pater  caused  a  hundred  aifkd  fifty  galleys,  each  carrying  . 
about  fifty  men,  to  be  built  on  this  lake,  and  other  vessek 
were  fitted  out  for  war  upon  lake  Ladoga.  He  directed  the 
building  of  these  vessels  himself,  and  set  all  his  new  sailors 
immediately  to  work.  Those  who  had  served  in  1697  upon 
the  Sea  of  Asof,  were  now  employed  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Baltic.  Meanwhile  lie  frequently  made  exeiirsions  to 
Moscow,  and  to  llie  other  provinces,  in  order  to  establish 
the  regulations  already  begun,  or  to  introduce  new  mi- 
proyements.  I  n  1702  ho  began  to  dig  that  great  canal  which 
was  intended  to  nnite  the  Don  and  the  Volga.  Other  com- 
munications to  be  carried  on,  by  the  help  of  lakes, 
from  the  Don  to  the  Dvina,  which  empties  itself  into  the 
Daltic,  iu  the  neighbourhood  of  Riga:  but  this  latter  project 
seemed  to  be  stili  at  a  great  distance,  for  Peter  was  far  from 
having  Riga  in  his  possession.  Charles  continued  to  ravage 
Poland,  while  Peter  was  introducing  thence,  and  from  Saxony, 
shepherds  with  theii'  iiocks,  in  order  to  have  wool  fit  for  the 
manufacturing  of  good  cloth :  he  erected  linen  and  paper 
manufactories :  by  his  orders  great  numbers  of  blacksmiths, 
hraziers,  armourers,  and  founders,  with  other  artificers,  were 
invited  from  abroad :  and  workmen  were  employed  to  dig  into 
the  mines  of  Siberia.  Thus  at  the  same  time  he  eudeavoured 
to  enrich  and  to  defend  his  dominions. 

Charles,  eager  to  prosecute  his  victories,  left  a  sufficient 
number  of  forces,  as  he  imagined|  upon  the  ^utiera  of  the 
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czar's  doBimionB  to  defend  the  provinces  subject  to  Sweden. 
He  was  now  determined  to  dethrone  kin<»  Angustus,  and 
then  to  pursue  the  czar  with  his  victorious  arms  aa  ikr  as 
Moscow. 

This  year  there  happened  some  little  skirmishes  between 
the  Itusaians  and  Swedes,  in  which  the  latter  were  not  alwayti 
victorious;  and  even  when  tliej  iiad  the  advantage,  the 
BuBsians  were  learning  the  art  of  war.  Within  a  twelve- 
month after  tlie  liattle  of  Narva,  tlie  czar's  troops  were  BO 
greatly  improved  in  the  niilitary  discipline,  that  they  obtained 
a  ^  ictory  over  one  of  the  best  generals  belonging  to  Charles 
XII.  "  At  last/'  yaid  Peter,  "  we  can  heat  the  Swedes  when 
we  are  two  to  one  ;  let  us  hope  that  ere  long  we  shall  be  a 
match  for  them  with  equal  numbers." 

Peter  was  at  Pleskoi,  whence  he  sent  out  numerous  de- 
tachments on  all  sides  to  attack  the  Swedes.  The  [Russians 
proved  victorious  under  the  command  of  a  general  of  their 
own  nation.  Sheremetef,  by  a  judicious  manceuvre,  sur- 
prised several  out-parties  of  Schlippenbach,  the  Swedish 
e^eneral,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dorpat,  on  the  frontiers  of 
.  Livonia ;  and  at  length  obtained  a  victory  over  the  general 
himself.  The  Russians  took  four  colours,  for  the  first  time, 
from  the  Swedes ;  which  was  then  thought  a  considerable 
number.  The  Swedish  and  the  Eussian  fleets  also  had 
several  engagements  on  the  lakes  of  Peipus  and  Ladoga, 
where  the  former  had  the  same  advantage  as  by  land — that 
of  discipline  and  long  practice.  Yet  the  Kussians  were 
sometimeis  successful  on  board  their  galleys ;  and  in  a  general 
action  upon  lake  Peipus,  lieid-marshal  Sheremetef  made 
himself  master  of  a  Swedish  frigate. 

By  means  of  this  lake,  the  czar  kept  all  Livonia  and 
Esthonia  in  constant  alarm ;  his  galleys  frequently  transported 
over  several  regiments  to  make  a  descent  m  those  provinces; 
if  the  attempt  did  not  prove  favourable,  they  were  re-em- 
bftrked  J  if  they  had  any  advantage,  they  improved  it.  The 
Swedes  were  twice  defeated  in  the  neighbonrhood  of  Dorpat 
(June  and  »J  uly),  while  their  armf!  were  prosperous  everywhere 
else.  In  all  these  engagements  the  iiussians  were  superior  m 
number  to  the  Swedes;  therefore,  as  Charles  XTI.  was  vic- 
torious in  every  other  quarter,  he  did  not  give  himself  any 
uneaainesa  about  the  czar's  auccesa ;  but  be  should  have  con- 
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sidered,  that  the  numerouB  forces  of  his  rival  were  improving 
every  day  in  discipline^  and  might  soon  be  a  match  far  tiie 
Swedish  veterans* 

While  the  two  nations  were  thus  engaged  by  sea  and 
land  towards  Livonia^  Ingria,  and  Esthonia,  the  csar  moeiTed 
intelligence  that  a  Swedish  fleet  had  sailed  to  the  north  seas 
with  a  view  to  destroy  Archangel :  upon  which  he  set  out 
for  that  city ;  and  the  public  was  surprised  to  hear  that  he 
was  upon  the  banks  of  the  frozen  ocean  when  everybody 
believed  him  to  be  at  Moscow.  He  put  the  town  into  a 
state  of  defence,  prevented  the  Swedes  from  landing,  drew 
the  plan  of  a  citadel  called  the  New  Dvina,  laid  the  first 
stone,  returned  to  Moscow,  and  thence  to  the  seat  of  war. 
*  Charles  was  advancing  into  Poland  while  the  Bussians 
were  making  conquests  in  Ingria  and  Livonia.  Marshal 
Shercmetcf  marched  against  the  Swedish  forces  commanded 
by  Schlippenbach,  and  obtained  a  victory  over  that  general 
near  the  little  river  Embac;  taking  si^deen  colours  and 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon  from  the  enemy.  Norberg  says, 
this  engagement  happened  on  the  1st  of'December,  1701; 
but  Peter's  journal  fixes  it  to  the  19th  of  July,  1702. 

The  Bussisn  general  continued  his  maicbi  and  laying  the 
whole  country  under  contribution,  made  himself  mast^  of 
the  little  town  of  Marienburg,  situated  on  the  confines  of 
Livonia  and  ^E^ngriA*  There  are  several  places  of  this  name 
in  the  north  of  Europe ;  but  this,  though  it  no  longer  exists^ 
is  more  celebrated  taan  all  the  rest,  for  the  adventure  <^ 
the  empress  Catharine.  The  little  town  having  surrendered 
at  discretion,  the  Swedes,  either  through  ixuidverteney  or 
design,  set  fire  to  the  magasines.  The  Bussians,  provoked 
at  this  behaviour,  destroyed  the  town  and  carried  off  all  the 
inhabitants.  Among  the  prisoners  was  a  young  woman,  a 
native  of  Livonia,  mo  had  been  left  an  orphan  at  threeyears 
of  age,  and  had  been  brought  up  as  a  servant  by  M.  GHuck, 
the  minister  of  the  place.  She  was  the  very  person  who 
afterwards  became  the  sovereign  of  those  wno  had  taken 
her  captive,  and  who  governed  Bussia  as  the  empress 
Catharine  I.  In  1702,  being  then  in  her  seventeenth  year, 
she  married  a  Swedish  dragoon,  who  was  obliged  to  leave  her 
two  days  afterwards  to  join  his  regiment,  and  she  never 
heard  of  him  again  until  she  was  empress  of  Russia.  After 
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the  capture  of  Marienburg,  Sheremetef  made  her  his  slave 
and  concubine,  kept  her  seven  months,  and  then  transferred 
her  to  Mentchikof,  at  whose  quarters  she  was  seen  hj  the 
cw.  Peter  took  her  away  with  him,  and  discovering  in  her 
a  remarkable  capacity  to  aid  him  in  his  reforming  projects^ 
he  maxiied  her — privately  in  1707,  and  publicly  in  1711. 

There  had  been  instances  before  this  of  private  persons 
raised  to  tlie  throne :  nothing  was  more  common  in  Kosflia, 
and  in  all  the  Asiatic  kingdoms,  than  marriages  between 
sovereigns  and  their  subjects  :  but  that  a  poor  stranger,  who 
had  been  discovered  amidst  the  ruins  of  a  plundered  town^ 
should  become  the  absolute  sovereign  of  that  very  empire 
into  which  she  was  led  captive,  is  an  incident  which  fortune 
and  merit  never  before  produced  in  the  annals  of  the  world. 

The  czar*s  anns  were  equally  successful  in  Ingria ;  for  the 
Bussian  galleys  on  the  lake  Ladoga  obliged  the  Swedish 
fleet  to  retire  to  the  other  extremity  of  that  great  lake; 
thence  they  might  observe  the  siege  of  Noteburg,  whidi 
general  Sheremetef  had  undertaken  by  order  of  the  czar. 
This  was  an  enterprise  of  much  greater  importance  than 
the  Swedes  imagined;  as  it  might  open  a  communication 
witii  the  Baltic,  the  constant  aim  of  Peter  the  Great. 

Koteburg  was  a  very  strong  town,  situated  in  an  island 
on  the  lake  Ladoga,  which  it  entirely  commands;  so  that 
whoever  possessed  this  place  would  of  course  be  master  of 
the  river  Keva,  which  disembogues  itself  not  far  from  that 
spot  into  the  Baltic.  The  Bussians  battered  the  town  night 
and  day,  from  the  18th  of  September  to  the  12th  of  October ; 
and  at  len|^h  having  made  tnree  breaches,  gave  the  assault. 
The  Swedish  garrison  were  reduced  to  a  hundred  men  in  a 
condition  to  bear  arms ;  yet  what  is  very  extraordinary,  they 
made  a  stand,  and  obtained  an  honourable  capitulation  upon 
the  breach  (October  IGth,  1702).  Colonel  Schlippenbach,  the 
governor,  would  not  suirender  the  town  but  upon  condition 
of  being  permitted  to  send  for  two  Swedish  officers  from  the 
nearest  post,  in  order  to  examine  the  breach ;  and  to  inform 
the  king  his  master,  that  eighty-three  soldiers,  all  that  re- 
mained of  the  garrison,  besides  a  hundred  and  fifbjr-six  sick 
and  wounded,  did  not  surrender  to  an  entire  army,  till  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  make  a  longer  resistance,  or  to  pre- 
serve the  town.  This  instance  done  shows  what  sort  of  an 
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enemy  the  czar  had  to  contend  with  ;  and  liow  necessary  ib 
waa  for  iiim  to  use  his  utniot^t  eJlorts  in  disciplining  his 
troops. 

He  distributed  some  gold  medals  among  his  officers,  and 
gave  rewards  to  all  tlic  commoa  soldiers ;  except  to  a  few, 
who  were  pimisiicd  for  running  away  from  an  assault :  their 
conirades  spat  in  their  faces,  and  afterwards  shot  them  dead. 
The  fortifications  of  Noteburg  were  repaired,  and  its  name 
was  changed  into  that  of  Shlusselburg — Shlussel  in  Ger- 
man sigiiitVing  a  key — for  this  place  is  the  key  of  Ingria 
and  Einland.  The  first  governor  w^as  Mentchikof,  the 
paatrjcook's  boj,'*^  now  grown  a  verj  good  officer,  and  wko 

*  "JPrince  Mentchikof  was  also  a  person  raised  from  a  very  low  de- 
gree; I  was  told  the  foUowing  circumstances  of  Iiis  rise:— He  was  born 
of  gentle»  but  rery  poor  parents,  and  they  dying,  left  Iiim  rery  young, 
wiSuHit  any  education,  insomuch  that  he  could  neither  read  nor  write, 
nor  even  did  he  till  the  day  of  his  death :  his  poverty  obliged  him  to 
seek  service  in  Moscow,  where  he  was  taken  into  the  hoTise  of  a  pastry- 
cook, who  employed  him  in  cryinn;  mince-pies  about  the  streets;  and 
having  a  good  voice,  he  also  sung  balhids,  whcieby  he  was  so  general]^ 
known,  that  he  had  access  into  all  the  gentlemen's  houses.  The  esar, 
hy  invitation,  was  to  dine  one  day  at  a  boyar^s,  or  lord's  house,  and 
Mentchikof  happening  to  be  in  the  kitchen  that  day,  observed  the  boyar 
give  directions  to  his  cook  about  a  dish  of  meat  he  said  the  czar 
was  fond  of,  and  took  notice  that  the  boyar  himself  put  some  kind  of 
powder  in  it,  by  way  of  spice;  takmg  particuJar  notice  of  what  meat 
that  ^Brii  was  composed,  he  took  Mmself  awaj  to  sing  ballads,  and 
leqit  sauntering  in  the  streets  tiU  the  czar  arriyed^  iHien  exalting  his 
TOice,  his  majesty  took  notice  of  it,  sent  for  him,  and  asked  him  if  he 
would  sell  liis  basket  with  his  pies.  The  boy  replied,  he  had  power 
only  to  sell  the  pies;  as  for  tlie  basket,  he  must  first  ask  his  master's 
leave,  hut  as  ereixthmg  belonged  to  his  majesty,  he  needed  only  to  lay 
his  eommands  upon  Mm.  This  reply  pleased  the  czar  so  much,  that 
he  ordered  Alexander  to  stay  and  attend  him,  which  he  obeyed  wilii 
great  joy.  Mentchikof  waited  behind  the  c/ar's  chair  at  dinner,  and 
seeing  the  before-mentioned  dish  served  up  and  placed  befi  rc  him,  in  a 
whisper  begged  his  majesty  not  to  eat  thereof;  the  czar  went  into 
another  room  with  the  boy  and  asked  his  reason  for  what  hehad  wlds- 
pered  to  him,  when  he  informed  his  majesty  what  he  had  obseryed  in 
the  kitchen,  and  tlie  boyar's  puttint?  in  the  powder  himself,  without 
the  cook  perceiving  him,  made  him  suspect  that  dish  in  particular;  he 
therefore  thouj^t  it  his  dut^  to  put  his  majesty  ux^on  liis  guard.  The 
csar  retmned  to  the  table  witiioat  the  least  discomposure  in  his  counte- 
nance, and  with  his  usnal  cheerfidness;  the  boyar  reoomosiended  this 
dish  to  him,  saying  it  was  Tery  good:  the  czar  ordered  the  bOj^  to 
ait  dmiii  biy  him  (fai  it  is  a  cnetom  in  Moscow  for  the  master  of  the 
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merited  this  honour  hj  beliaviog  xoost  gaUauUj  during  the . 
siege. 

After  this  caiiipaign  of  1702,  it  waa  the  czar's  will  that 
Sheremetef,  and  the  officers  who  had  signalised  themselves 
under  his  command,  should  make  a  triumphiiui  entry  into 
Moscow  (December  l7th,  1702).  All  the  prisonera  taken  in 
this  campiiigu  marched  in  the  train  of  the  victors :  before 
them  were  aimed  tlie  Swedish  colours  and  stnnclai'ds,  with 
the  iiag  taken  on  board  the  frigate  on  lake  Peipus.  Peter, 
as  was  usual  with  him  on  all  such  occasions,  asanmed  ouly  a 
subordinate  rank  in  the  pageant,  and  affected  to  hold  himself 
responsible  to  his  own  representative,  Romodanofski,  on 
whom  he  liad  bestowed  the  title  of  vice-czar.  Strange  to 
say,  the  man  thus  favoured  by  the  radical  reformer  Peter 
was  an  idtra-conservative,  full  of  blind  and  bitter  hatred 
against  all  innovations.  Eomodanofski  was  a  thorough 
Jiussian  of  the  old  ycliool,  ignorant,  groieBque,  and  brutal. 
He  was  president  of  the  council  of  government,  and  head  of 
the  secret  chancery,  a  liorrible  sort  of  star-chamber,  or  state 
inquisition,  establibhed  by  Ivan  IV.,  and  perfected  by  Alexis, 
and  which,  like  most  tyrannical  institutions,  produced  those 
evils  which  served  as  a  pretext  for  its  own  continuance. 
Jiomodanufaki's  ferocious  cnielty  was  undoubtedly  a  merit  in 
Peter's  eyes;  but  what  gave  him  a  better  claim  to  confi- 
dence was  his  rip^id  integriiy  and  inisliakaWe  fidelity  to  his 
sovereigu.  Peter  used  to  make  a  pubhc  re])ort  to  him  of  all 
his  undertakingy  and  his  most  important  successes  ;  ail 
petitions,  memorials,  and  otiier  documents  addressed  to  the 
sovereign,  were  ]) resented  to  this  phantom  of  a  czar,  who 
privately  despatciieni  them  to  tho  council :  and  when  the 
persoiia  CDnoeraed,  on  not  obtjiniflg  vliat  they  desired^ 

lionse  to  wait  at  table  when  he  entertaftu  liislUeDd8%  and  pntting  some 
of  it  on  a  plate,  desired  him  to  eat  and  show  him  a  good  oT^nmple.  The 
boyar,  with  the  utmost  confusion,  repliod,  that  it  did  not  become  the 
H(  rvaut  to  eat  with  his  master;  -whereupoo  the  piate  was  sat  down  to  a 
dog,  who  soon  despatched  its  contents,  which  in  a  very  short  time 
threw  him  into  convulBioiiSy  and  soon  deprived  him  of  life.  The  dog 
hdng  opened,  the  effect  of  the  poison  was  clearly  cSmvered,  and  the 
hoyar  was  immedinteh'  secured,  but  was  found  next  mominp:  dend  in 
his  bed,  ivhieh  prevented  all  fuKtbec  discoieiy." — Memoin  of  FeUr 
Henrg  bruce,  book  iil.  p.  77. 
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complained  to  Peter,  he  answered  coldly— "It  is  not  mjr 
fault ;  all  depends  on  the  czar  of  Moscow." 

A  refusal  was  not  the  only  inconvenience  whicli  suitors 
had  to  apprehend  from  the  whimsical  old  bnite  Romo- 
danofski.  TTc  kept  in  his  palace  an  eiiorinoua  bear,  trained 
to  a  very  curious  trick.  The  animal  presented  to  every  one 
who  wished  to  speak  with  his  mast(  r  a  "^lass  of  brandy,  in 
wliicli  there  a\  as  a  strong  dose  of  pepper.  Whoever  did  not 
drink  off  this  liquor  was  sure  to  have  his  clothes  torn  to 
pieces  by  the  bear,  and  to  be  seTerelj  mauled  into  the 
bargain. 


CHAPTER  XXni. 

PETEESBUBG  FOUNDED — NABVA  AND  DOBPAT  VAKn«-HDll» 
PEATS  AT  6EMAUEBS  AND  nAVBTADI^AVGirSTUS  LOBES 
THS  OBOWS"  Ol"  POLAKD. 

The  sliort  ptay  which  the  czar  made  at  Moscow  in  the 
begiiming  of  the  winter  1702-3  was  employed  in  seeing  his 
new  regulations  executed ;  iii  improving  the  civil  as  well  as 
the  military  government,  and  in  founding  various  establish- 
ments. Then,  after  a  visit  to  his  naval  works  on  the  Sea  of 
Asof,  he  hastened  to  the  frontiers  of  Sweden  to  inspect  the 
ships  which  he  had  directed  to  be  built  in  the  dockyards  of 
Olonitz,  between  the  lakes  Ladoga  and  Onega.  In  this 
town  he  had  erected  some  forges  and  founderies  for  the 
making  of  arms  :  so  that  the  place  was  filled  with  the  buslde 
of  military  preparations,  while  Moscow  began  to  fiounsh  in 
the  arts  of  peace.  Thence  he  set  out  for  Shlosselbtnfg,  in 
order  to  imptove  the  fortifications. 

We  have  already  noticed  that  Peter  had  thought  proper 
to  pass  through  all  the  militarj  ^prades:  he  had  been  a 
lieutenant  of  bombardiers  under  prince  Mentebikof,  before 
this  favourite  was  made  governor  of  Shlusselburg ;  and  now 
he  took  the  rank  of  captain,  and  served  under  marshal 
Sheremetef.  Near  the  lake  Ladoga,  and  not  far  from  the 
riyer  Neva,  there  was  a  fortress,  named  Nientschantz.  It 
was  of  the  utmost  importaiice  for  the  czar  to  miike  himself 
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nuuater  of  tliis  place,  in  order  to  Beeoie  Ms  conquests,  and  to 
prosecute  his  other  designs.  He  was  obliged  to  laj  siege  ta 
•  it  }jj  Imdf  and,  at  the  Bame  time,  to  prevent  its  receiying 
any  succours  by  water.  Peter  undertook  to  transport  troops 
ill  snudl  barks,  and  to  watcli  the  Swedish  conToys;  whue 
Sheremetef  had  the  care  of  the  trenches.  The  citadel 
surrendered?  two  Swedish  vessels*  came  too  late  to  re- 
lieve it;  and  they  were  both  taken  by  the  czar*  His 
jonmal  makes  mention,  that,  as  a  reward  for  his  serrice, 
*'  the  captain  of  bombardiers  was  created  knight  of  the  order 
of  St.  Andrew,  by  admiral  Golovin,  first  knight  of  the 
order." 

After  he  had  taken  Nientschantz,  he  resolyed  to  build  the 
city  of  Petersburg,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Neva,  npon  the  Ghilf 
ofPinLind. 

Sjn^  Au^tua^s  affiiirs  were  in  a  desperate  state:  the 
successive  yictories  of  the  Swedes  in  Poland  had  enoon* 
raged  his  enemies  in  their  opposition;  and  even  his  fineoids 
prevailed  on  him  to  dismiss  a  body  of  twenty  thousand 
Bussians  with  which  his  army  had  been  reinforced.  The 
motive  they  alleged  was,  that  this  sacrifice  would  denrive  the 
malcontents  of  any  pretext  for  joining  the  king  of  Sweden 
but  enemies  are  duarmed  by  force  and  encouraged  by 
indulgence.  Those  twenty  thousand  men,  disciplined  by 
Patkm,  did  veiy  great  service  in  Liyonia  and  Ingria,  while 
Augustus  was  losing  his  dominions.  This  reinforcement, 
and  especially  the  possession  of  Nientschantz,  enabled  the 
czar  to  found  his  new  capital* 

It  was  in  this  desert  and  marshy  spot  of  ground,  which 
communicates  but  one  way  with  i^e  continent,  that  he  laid 
the  firandation  of  Petersburg.f  ^e  ruins  of  some  of  the 
btsatiaDs  at  Kientsdiantz  supplied  the  first  stones.  He 
began  with  erecting  a  small  fort  on  YassiU  ^Ostrof,  an 
island  which  now  stands  in  the  midst  of  the  city.  The 
Swedes  took.no  heed  of  this  settlement,  formed  in  a 
morass,  and  inaccessible  to  vessels  of  burden :  but  how  great 
their  surprise  when  they  saw  the  fortifications  advanced,  a 
town  raised,  and  the  little  island  of  Cronslot,  situate  over 
against  it,  changed,  in  1704,  into  the  fortress  of  Cronstadt, 

♦  May  12th,  1703. 

t  Petersburg  was  founded  ffae  27th  of  May,  1703,  on  Whit  SundAy. 
VOL.  I.  T 
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under  the  cannon  of  which  eroi  the  haeg/BtA  fleets  siajf  a$Aiy 
nde  at  aadiarl 

An  enterpriBe  of  this  nature  mmed  to  require  peaceful 
tines,  jet  ms  executed  in  tiie  hurry  snd  oonnision  of  war; 
workmen  of  everr  sort  were  called  together  from  Moseov, 
from  Astrakhan,  from  Kasan,  and  the  Ukraine  to  assist  in 
the  building  of  the  city.  Neither  the  difBculty  of  'Ae 
ground,  which  he  was  ohUged  to  drain  and  to  nase,  nor  the 
distanoe  of  matecialsy  nor  the  unforeseen  obstacles  niiicii 
conBtantlj  ame  in  erar  branch  of  labour,  nor  moorfcslity 
wUch  carried  off  a  piodigtons  number  of  workmen,*  eouM 
shake  the  fixed  lesolution  of  the  founder  of  tibia  metromdiB. 
In  the  space  of  two  months  a  new  town  arose  out  of  the 
ground.  It  is  true,  it  was  no  more  than  a  duster  of  hute, 
with  two  brick  houses,  surrounded  hj  ramparts;  but  this 
was  'Bufficieiit  for  a  beguming;  time  and  perseTieEanoe 
accoiDpIished  the  rest,  retersburg  had  not  lleen  fbnnded 
above  five  months  when  a  Dutch  yessel  came  to  trade  theve : 
the  captain  leeelTed  some  presets  for  his  encouragement ; 
and  the  Dutdi  soon  learned  the  waj  to  this  harbour. 

It  was  not  enough  iot  Peter  to  hspre  opened  this^  new 
road  to  commerce  and  industry ;  it  was  necesssij  for  him  to 
force  &  vit  his  astonished  subjects,  in  spite  of  their  contrary 
hi^its  and  manners*  Por  tide  reason  it  was  that  he  coTored 
his  seasi  Iskes,  and  rivers  with  Tessels  of  every  kind,  whidi 
he  demanded  from  all  dasses  of  the  rich.  He  was  resolved 
IQist  his  snbjects  diould  thus  be  made  pilots  and  saibrs.  It 
was  also  wim  this  purpose,  of  rendering  marithne  the  inland 
people  whom  he  had  transferred  to  Petersburg,  that  he  did 
not  throw  a  bridge  over  the  Neva.  He  determined  that  the 
new  inhabitants  of  its  banks  should  cross  that  dangerouB 
river  only  in  sailing-boats,  the  art  of  guiding  which  would, 
he  knew,  soon  be  acquired  by  them  when  their  lives  were  at 
stake. 

Nor  did  lie  listen  to  the  complaints  of  all  his  otlier  pro- 
vinces, with  respect  to  the  remoteness  of  the  sit  uation  which 
he  had  chosen  for  his  capital :  a  ruinous  distance,  which 
could  not  fail  to  oc^casion  an  excessive  tardiness  in  all 
aduiinistrative  and  judicial  communications.  It  was  equally 
in  vain  that  his  boyars  urged  their  objections  to  the  barren 

*  A,  handled  Uiousaiid  m  said  to  have  pehAbed  in  the  first  year. 
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ftod  flwampy  soil,  to  the  iBdement  dimaie,  in  whioh  winter 
reigned  for  eight  mwAhs  of  tbe  year,  whm  TfB  wtm  an 
arhde  of  garden  cultizre,  and  a  beehiTe  a  euriontr ;  to  the 
Nera^  "whSsh  waa  a  maea  of  iee  for  four  whole  monthay  and  of 
andi  unequal  depth  that  ahipa  of  warkunehed  at  Peteraborg 
could  not  deaoend  it  without  the  aid  of  maehineato  float  them 
orer  the  Bhoak,  nor  merdiant  Temla  aaoend  without  benig 
towed ;  and  to  the  port,  capable,  indeed,  of  ccHitaining  ihree 
hundred  aaily  but  tne  egreaa  horn  which,  impeded  hy  aanda 
and  vockB|  ia  ao  beset  by  dangen^  that,  befove  ateam  naviga- 
tion waa  knowui  there  waa  no  posnbillty  of  aeeompliahing  it 
except  with  cerfeain  fiivourable  winds. 

^  Peter  set  at  nought  all  these  eerioua  ineonvenienceB^  nor 
did  he  take  more  heed  of  the  freshness  of  the  water,  which 
spread  rapid  decaj  in  hie  ships,  or  of  that  aolitaiy  tree  on 
whicb  was  marked  the  height  of  the  great  inundatien  of 
I960,  and  whidi  he  cut  down  with  hia  own  hand,  fliat 
irksome  witness  showed  clearlj  ikoA  a  atonn  of  some  hours* 
duration  firom  the  west,  by  dnying  back  the  waters  of  the 
Neva,  would  be  sure  to  engulph  the  new  city,  which  waa 
built  upon  piles  in  a  bottomless  marsh. 

Since,  however,  he  was  thua  obstinate^  determined  to 
choose  for  his  capital  a  spot  so  lemored  fitm  the  rest  of  hia 
dominions,  why  did  he  not  prefer  tiie  CTinencea  whieh  weii^ 
in  its  immediate  neighbourhood  The  palaces^  and  moat  of 
the  public  eatablidmientB,  nipht  have  been  built  there  out 
of  the  reach  of  danger ;  and  if  the  passion  of  the  czar  for 
imitating  Holland,  ms  first  instructor,  was  so  strong  that,  at 
all  risks,  he  must  have  something  like  that  country,  it  was  in 
his  power  to  extaid  this  upper  city  to  the  riyer,  by  adding  a 
lower  city,  in  which  he  might  have  given  a  copy  of  Amster- 
dam and  its  commercial  streets,  consisting  of  canals  between 
a  double  cpay. 

Whfle  Peter  was  directing  the  foundation  of  his  new 
capita],  he  took  care  to  render  it  inaccessible  to  the  enemy, 
by  making  himself  master  of  all  the  neighbouring  posts.  A 
Swedish  c<donel,  named  Croniort,  having  stationed  his  men 
in  the  rircr  Sestra,  whence  he  threatejied  11  ic  gro  wing  town, 
Peter  marched  up  to  him  with  the  two  rtgimentii  of  guards, 
defeated  the  colonel's  detachment,  and  obliged  liini  to  repass 
the  river.    When  he  had  thus  provided  for  the  security  of 
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the  town  he  repaired  to  Olouitz,  to  order  a  number  of  smail 
vessels  to  be  put  upon  tlie  stocks ;  and  re  turned  to  Peters- 
burg on  board  a  frigate  wbicli  had  been  built  by  his  direc- 
tion, together  with  six  transports  for  present  use,  till  the 
others  could  be  finished.  He  then  surveyed  and  sounded 
the  coast  himself,  and  fixed  the  spot  on  which  the  fort  of 
( Voaslot  was  to  bo  erected:  after  making  a  model  of  it  iu 
woud,  he  employed  prince  Mentchikof  to  carry  it  into 
execution.  This  done,  he  set  out  for  Moscow  (JSov.  5), 
intending  to  pass  the  winter  in  that  city,  and  enforce 
the  several  regulations  and  changes  which  he  had  made 
in  the  laws,  manners,  and  customs  of  Russia.  He  like- 
wise put  his  finances  into  a  new  order;  atlir  which  he 
ex]) edited  the  works  undertaken  on  the  river  Yoroneje,  at 
Asuf,  and  in  a  harbour  which  he  was  building  upon  the  Sea 
of  Asof,  under  the  fort  of  Taganrok. 

Upon  his  return  to  Petersburg  (March  30),  finding  the 
new  citadel  of  Cronslot,  whose  foundations  had  been  laid  in 
the  sea,  entirely  finished,  he  provided  it  with  numerous 
artillery.  In  order  to  establish  himself  in  Ingria,  and  to 
wipe  off  the  disgrace  received  before  !Nar?a,  he  deemed  it 
necessary  to  make  himself  master  of  that  city.  AVhile  ho 
was  making  the  preparations  for  the  siege,  a  small  fleet  of 
Swrclisli  brigantmes  appeared  on  the  lake  of  Peipus,  to 
oppose  his  dciaigns.  The  B-ussian  galleys  came  out  to  meet 
them,  a  brisk  engagement  ensued,  and  the  whole  Swedish 
squadron,  carrying  ninety-eight  pieces  of  cannon,  was  taken. 
After  this  victory  the  czar  besieged  Narva  by  sea  and  land, 
and  at  the  same  time  laid  siege  to  Dorpat,  in  Esthonia, 
he  himself  incessantly  going  from  one  to  the  other,  to 
forward  the  attacks  and  direct  the  difierent  approaches. 

Schlippenbach,  the  Swedish  general,  was  then  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Dorpat  with  about  two  thousand  five 
hundred  men.  The  garrison  expected  every  moment  he 
would  attempt  to  throw  succours  into  the  town.  "But  Peter 
prevented  this  design  by  an  ingenious  strntai^cm.  He 
ordered  Swedi^li  uniforms,  colours,  and  stan^lards  for  two 
reginiL'iits  of  infantry,  and  one  of  cavalry.  [Ylw  ])rcie]uled 
{Swedes  attacked  tlio  trenches,  and  the  Russians  feigned  a 
retreat;  the  garrison  were  th(Teby  deluded  to  make  a  sally 
(June  27) ;  the  mock  combatants  joined  their  ibrce%  and 
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fell  upon  the  Swedes,  one  half  of  whom  were  kiUed,  and  the 
other  half  got  back  to  the  town.  Schlippenbach  eame  up 
aeon  after,  with  intent  to  leUeTO  it,  but  was  entirely-  de- 
fei^d.  At  length  Porpat  was  obliged  to  capitukte  ( Julj  23), 
joBt  as  Peter  was  going  to  order  a  general  assault. 

At  the  same  time  the  czar  received  a  considerable  dieck 
on  the  side  of  his  new  city  of  Petersburg ;  which  did  not, 
however,  hinder  him  from  going  on  with  the  buildings,  nor 
from  pressing  the  siege  of  Narva.  We  have  already  men- 
tioned that  he  had  sent  a  supply  of  men  and  money  to  king 
Augustus,  whom  Charles  was  stripping  of  his  crown;  but 
both  those  aids  proved  ineffectual.  The  Bussians  having 
j(nned  the  Lithuanians,  who  adhered  to  Augustus,  were 
entirely  routed  in  Courland  by  Levenhaupt,  the  Swedish 
general  (July  31).  Had  the  victors  directed  their  efforts 
towards  Livonia^  Esthonia,  and  Ingria,  thejr  might  have  de- 
molished the  czar's  new  works,  and  baffled  ail  his  grand 
designs.  Peter  was  evenr  day  undermining  the  outwall  of 
Sweden,  and  Charles  did  not  seem  to  regard  him ;  being 
engaged  in  a  pursuit  less  advantageous  to  his  people  but 
more  glorious  to  his  arms. 

On  the  12th  of  July,  1704«,  a  single  colonel,  at  the  head  of 
a  Swedish  detachment,  had  oblig^  the  Polish  nobility  to 
proceed  to  the  nomination  of  a  new  king  on  the  field  of 
election,  called  £olo,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  "Warsaw. 
The  cardinal,  primate,  and  several  bishops  submitted  to  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  a  Lutheran  prince,  notwithstanding  the 
menaces  and  excommunications  of  the  supreme  pontiff. 
Stanislaus  Leczinsky  was  elected,  and  Charles  XII.  caused 
liim  to  be  acknowledged  as  sovereign  by  a  considerable  part 
of  the  Polisii  nation.  lu  order  that  Charles  might  continue 
to  find  occupation  in  Poland,  Peter  concluded  a  new  treaty 
with  Augustus  in  Narva  (30th  Aug.)  ;  and  while  his  rival 
busied  himself  in  niiikiug  sovereigns,  he  employed  liis  time 
in  beating  the  Swedish  generals  in  Esthonia  and  liigria  ;  and 
in  pressing  the  siege  of  Narva,  which  he  carried  bj  assault 
on  the  20th  of  August. 

At  tlio  sacking  of  the  town  it  was  only  by  killing  several 
of  his  soldiers  with  his  own  sword  that  he  succeeded  in 
saving  his  new  subjects  from  their  violence;  but  liia  own 
violence  he  was  not  able  to  control.    At  sight  of  count  de 
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Horn,  the  governor,  who  was  brought  to  him  a  prisoner,  he 
darted  forward,  struck  him  in  iAxe  face,  and  exclaimed,  It 
18  you,  and  you  only,  who  are  Hhe  cause  of  so  many  cala- 
mities! Ought  you  not  to  have  capitiilalied  when  you  had 
no  hope  of  assistance  ?'*  Then  throwing  his  sword  on  the 
table,  "liook  at  that  blood,"  he  cried;  "it  is  not  Swedish^ 
but  Eussian;  that  sword  has  saved  the  vnfbrtunate  inhabi- 
tants who  were  aacrificed  by  your  obatanacy." 

Peter  now  bebj^niflBter  of  all  Ingria,  confisExed  the  govcOBh 
ment  of  that  provmce  on  Mentehikof.  As  soon  as  the  season 
approached  for  op^mg  the  campaign  in  Poland  (May,  1705), 
he  made  haste  to  join  the  amy,  whieh  he  had  assembled  on 
the  frontiers  of  Lithuaxua^  in  order  to  assist  Augustus.  But 
while  he  was  thus  endeaYouring  to  support  his  ally,  the 
Swedes  had  fitted  out  a  fleet,  which  threatened  the  destruc- 
tion of  hia  new  settlements  of  Petersburg  and  Cronslot. 
This  squadron  consisted  of  two-and*twienty  ships  of  war, 
canying  from  fifty-four  to  sixty-four  guns  each,  besides  six 
fin^ites,  two  bomb-ketches,  asiid  two  firenihips.  The  land 
forces  on  board  the  transports  made  a  descent  in  the  little 
island  of  Kotin.  But  a  Russian  colonel,  named  Tolboguin, 
having  caused  his  regiment  to  lie  flat  on  their  bellies  while 
the  Swedes  ^  ere  landing,  ordered  them  to  zise  up  of  a 
sudden ;  and  they  made  so  brisk  and  so  regular  a  fire,  as 
obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat  in  the  utmost  confusion  to 
their  ships,  abandoning  their  dead,  with  the  loss  of  thiee 
hundred  prisoners  (June  17). 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Swedish  fleet  hovered  still  upon  the 
coast,  and  threatened  Petersburg.  The  land  fi:>rce8  made 
another  descent,  and  met  with  the  like  repulse.  A  body  of 
troops  were  advancing  at  the  same  time  by  land  from 

Sborg,  under  the  command  of  Meidel,  the  Swedish  gene- 
,  and  had  taken  their  route  by  Shiusselburg.  This  was 
the  most  formidable  attack  that  Charles  Xn.  had  yet  made 
minst  the  tenitories  either  conquered  or  created  by  Peter. 
Ant  the  Swedes  were  repulsed  on  eray  side,  and  Peters* 
bivg  was  saved  (Jnne  26). 

G%e  csar,  on  uie  other  hand,  was  marching  towards  Coui^ 
land,  and  purposing  to  penetrate  as  &r  as  Kiga.  His  plan 
was  to  make  himsdf  master  of  XivaEiiiai  while  Charles  com- 
pleted tiie  reduction  of  Poland  under  the  obedience  of  the 
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HOT  king.  Peter  contiiinBd  atiU  at  Yilnay  in  LithaaniA ;  and 
nuurabal  Sheremetef  was  approaching  towards  Mittau,  tha 
oqpilAl  of  Oourknd ;  but  tbiie  lit  met  with  Lereobaiipti  a 
general  celebziated  for  jomdj  Tiotories.  The  two  anniee  eii> 
gaged  at  a  place  called  GMaaesB-hof,  or  Gemauers.  Li 
nntters  depending  aa  experience  and  diiieipliiie^  the  Swedea^ 
ihoii|;h  iiueEior  in  number,  had  always  tuB  advantage :  the 
Biisaiana  mra  cmtuely  deftiatodi  ana  loat  all  their  artilleqr 
(July  28). 

Ailer  three  defeats  at  Qeniaiiecay  Jaedbatady  and  I!Tarva^ 
Bster  atill  xetriered  hia  loaaea,  and  erea  ooiiTerted  them  to 
lue  adTantage ;  &r  Levenhaupt  waa  ao  ill  supplied  that  he 
wae  unable  to  maintaiii  bimaelf  in  Coarland,  and  obliged  to 
xetreattoiEUga.  After  the  battle  of  Ctaaaoers,  Peter  marched 
a  laige  army  into  Oonrland,  eat  down  before  lOttau,  made 
himself  maatw  of  the  town»  and  laid  eiege  to  the  citadel, 
which  he  took  by  capitulation  (Sept.  14).  ^  At  the  taking  of 
Nmcvt^  Peter  had  ao  chaatieed  the  plmidering  propennUaea  of 
hie  Baariana^  that  the  aohiiennow  appointed  to  guard  the 
▼anlts  in  the  castle  of  Mittan,  tiie  nanal  burying-place  of 
the  great  dukes  of  Couilandy  finding  that  the  bodies  of  thoae 
princea  had  been  dragged  out  of  their  tomba  and  stripped 
of  their  omanientBi  zef need  to  undertake  the  charge  till 
they  had  aent  for  a  Swedish  colonel  to  examine  the  place, 
who  gwre  them  a  certificate  acknowledging  that  the  troops 
of  hm  own  nation  had  committed  this  outr^. 

During^  these  tranaactLona  a  report  waa  spread  throng^ut 
the  Buanan  empire  that  Peter  had  been  totally  de&^ed  at 
the  battie  of  Gtomauera ;  a  report  which  did  hun  more  mia- 
chief  than  the  kea  of  the  battle.  The  people  of  Astrakhan, 
emboldened  br  this  falae  intelligence  to  revolt,  and  incited  by 
a  son  of  one  of  the  StreUts  who  had  been  aicecated,  murdered 
the  goTcmor  of  the  town.  Peter  was  obliged  to  send  hia 
best  general,  Sheremetef,  with  a  body  of  fbma  to  quell  the 
inamaection  and  punish  the  ringleaders. 

The  caar  seemed  to  be  now  in  a  very  precarioua  aitnation 
fiiom  a  combination  of  hostile  cireumstanoes :  such  as  Charlea'a 
good  fortune  and  valour ;  thef(nced  neutrality  of  Penmark; 
Idle  rebellion  in  Astrakhan;  the  discontent  of  a  peoole  aen« 
eibie  of  the  leeiaraint,  but  not  <rf  tiie  utilify,  of  the  te^ 
fonnation ;  the  diaafiction  of  the  nobility  in  eonaequenee 
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of  their  being  subjeotod  to  military  diedpline;  and  the 
exhaoaed  state  of  the  leyemiew  Yet  he  never  deeponded. 
He  soon  quelled  the  revolt ;  l^eii  providing  for  the  securitj 
of  Ingriay  and  making  himself  master  of  the  citadel  of  Mittan, 
in  spite  of  the  TietoriooB  Leyenhaupt,  who  had  not  a  auffi* 
dent  force  to  oppose  him,  he  found  himself  at  liberty  to  mardi 
an  army  through  Samogitia  and  Lithuania.  After  reinford^ 
Augustus^  he  left  him  at  Grodno,  the  capital  of  Lithnania^ 
Bxni  returned  to  Moseow  (Dec.  80),  where  he  had  no  sooner 
aniyed  than  he  reoeiyed  adyice  that  Charles  XU.  had  csoied 
all  before  him,  and  was  adyaneing  towards  Gbodno  in  order 
to  attack  the  Busslan  forces.  Augustus  had  been  obliged 
to^  flj  from  Grodno,  and  to  retire  precipitately  towards  fiazoinr 
with  four  regimento  of  Bussian  mragoons ;  a  step  whidi  both 
weakened  and  discouraged  the  army  of  his  protector.  Ester 
found  all  the  ayenues  to  Grodno  occupied  by  the  Swedes, 
and  his  troops  disfpersed. 

^  While  he  was  assembling  his  scattered  forces  with  great 
difficulty  in  Lithuania,  the  celebrated  genml  ShuUemburg, 
in  whom  Augustus  had  placed  his  last  hopes,  and  who  after- 
wards aequirod  such  glory  in  the  defence  of  Goifh  against 
the  Turks^  was  in  full  march  towards  Great  Poland  with 
about  twelve  thousand  Saxons  and  six  thousand  Bussians, 
drawn  from  the  body  of  troops  with  which  the  czar  had 
entrusted  that  unfortunate  pnnce.  ShuUemburg  expected, 
with  some  reason,  that  he  should  be  able  to  save  Augustus 
from  ruin ;  he  perceiyed  that  Charles  XII.  was  employed  on 
the  side  of  Litnuania,  and  that  there  was  only  a  body  often 
thousand  Swedes,  under  Eenschild,  to  interrupt  his  march. 
He  therefore  advanced  with  confidence  towturds  the  frontiers 
of  Silesia,  the  usual  passage  from  Saxony  to  Upper  Poland. 
Upon  bis  arrivid  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  little  town  called 
Fraustadt,  on  the  frontiers  of  that  kingdom,  he  met  marshal 
Benschild,  who  was  come  to  give  him  battle. 

There  was  a  French  regiment  in  the  Saxon  army  who  liad 
been  taken  prisoners  at  the  famous  battle  of  Hochstet,  and 
obliged  to  serve  under  king  Augustus.  Thej  liad  the  care 
of  the  artillery ;  and  being  not  only  admirers  of  the  heroism 
of  Charles  XII.,  but  dissatistied  with  tlieir  Saxon  masters, 
they  laid  down  their  arms  as  soon  as  they  beheld  the 
enemy  (Feb,  G) ;  and  desired  to  be  admitted  into  the  ser« 
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.Tioe  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  with  whom  they  continued  to 
tiie  end  of  the  wmr.  This  was  only  a  prehide  to  a  eomplete 
Tietofj:  out  of  the  whole  Bussiftn  armr  hardly  three  Mt- 
taliona  were  saved ;  every  soldier  that  escaped  was  wounded; 
and  as  no  quarter  was  granted,  the  lemainaer  were  all  shun. 
iN^orherg,  the  ehaplaiu,  states  that  the  Swedish  word  at  this 
battle  was,  in  the  name  of  God;  and  that  of  the  Muscovites, 
kUl  aU :  but  it  was  the  Swedes  that  slaughtered  all  in  the 
name  of  Ood.*  The  csar  himself  assures  us  in  one  of  his 
manifestoest  that  many  of  his  soldiers  who  had  been  taken 
prisoners,  as  well  Bussums  as  Cossacks  and  Calmucks,  were 
murdered  in  cold  blood  three  days  after  the  battle.  The 
irrmilar  troops  of  both  armies  had  accustomed  the  generals 
to  these  cruelties ;  greater  were  never  committed  in  «ie  most 
barbarous  ages.  **I  had  the  honour,'*  says  Yoltaire,  **of 
hearing  the  following  anecdote  from  king  Stanislaus  himself: 
That  in  one  of  the  skirmishes  which  jfrequently  happened  in 
Poland,  a  Bussian  officer,  who  had  been  ms  friend,  came  after 
the  defeat  of  the  corps  under  his  command  to  put  himself 
"under  his  protection ;  and  that  Stembok,  the  Swedish  general, 
Aot  him  dead  with  a  pistol  while  he  held  him  in  his  arms/' 
The  Bussians  had  now  lost  four  pitched  battloi  with  the 
Swedes,  without  reckoning  the  other  victories  of  Charles 
XIL  in  Poland.  The  czar's  forces  at  Grodno  were  in  danger 
of  a  greater  disgrace,  and  of  being  entirely  encompassed  by 
the  enemy :  but  he  fortunately  assembled  the  several  parts 
of  his  army,  and  even  strengthened  them  with  new  rein- 
forcements. Being  obliged  to  provide  at  the  same  time  for 
these  forces  and  for  the  preservation  of  his  conquests  in 
Ingria,  he  ordered  his  troops  to  march  eastward,  under  the 
command  of  prince  Mentchikof,  and  thence  southward  as  far 
as  Kief. 

•  While  his  men  -vvcre  upon  their  march,  he  repaired  to 
Shlusselburg,  Narva,  and  Petersburg,  and  put  those  places  in 
the  best  posture  of  defenco.  From  the  Baltic  he  hurried  to 
the  banks  of  the  Dniepr,  in  ordi-r  to  nuirch  back  into  Poland 
by  the  way  of  Kief;  his  constant  nim  hcmg^  toprevout  Charles 
from  reaping  any  benefit  by  his  victories.  At  this  time  he 
attempted  a  new  conquest,  that  of  Vyborpf,  the  capital  of 
Carelia,  on  the  Grulf  of  iliiland  (Oct.) ;  but  met  with  a  dis- 
*  Voltaire.  f  The  czar's  manifesto  in  the  Ukraine,  1 709. 
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•ppointmaBt ;  for  succours  arrived  at  a  Beasonable  juncture^ 
BO  til  at  he  was  obliged  to  d^ort  from  hia  enterprise.  His 
xiYsl,  Giiarles  XU.,  did  not  acquire  a  single  piomoe  hj 
gaining  ao  many  iicfcoriee.  At  tbat  time  lie  was  in  pursuit 
of  Augustus  in  Saxony ;  intent  upon  liumbling  that  pxince, 
and  croahiDg  lum  with  his  whole  weight;  but  not  alt  all 
aelieitoaa  almt  vecovering  Ingiia^  wfaick  had  been  wnrted 
£rom  him  by  a  vanauished  enemy. 

The  terror  of  Gnaileo's  arms  was  apvead  through  Upper 
Poland,  SileBia»  and  ony.  King  Augustus' s  whole  family — 
Ida  mo^er,  his  wi£9,  his  son,  and  tiie  pxincipal  nobiliiy  of  the 
oovntry  had  retixed  into  Qtmomj,  Augustua  now  aoed  for 
peace^  choosing  to  smezender  Ubniaelf  to  the  disereticni  of  bu 
conqueror  zather  than  into  tiie  aims  of  his  proteotor.  Hie 
was  negotiating  a  treaty  which  stripped  him  of  tiie  ci»wn  of 
Poland,  and  cofered  mm  at  the  asiiie  time  with  ignoaiinj« 
SDua  treftfy  he  was  obliged  to  conceal  fiom  tiie  Tfaiasian 
ganerala  nnder  whose  protection  he  was  at  tiiat  time  in 
Pcdand ;  while  0b«de8  was  preaeribinff  laws  in  Leipsic,  and 
trampling  upon  his  deetonite.  Akeady  had  his  plenipoteo.* 
tiariea  signed  tiie  &tsl  conraition  (Sept.,  14)  by  which  he 
not  only  reaigned  the  crown  of  PolaiDd,  but  promiaed  never 
more  to  assume  ihe  iaiie  of  king;  at  the  same  time,  he  ae- 
kmiwledged  the  regal  dignity  of  Stanialaus,  reaoonead  the 
alliance  of  the  caar,  his  benefiMstor;  and  to  complete  hia 
hnmiliationy  en^ed  to  deliver  nn  into  the  hands  of  Charles 
XIL  John  Beinhcdd  Patkol,  the  csar's  ambassador,  and 
general  in  the  Baaaian  serriee,  who  had  been  fighting  in  hia 
defence.  Some  time  befoe  tiiia  he  had  ordered  Patknl  to 
be  aneated  upon  &l8e  suspicions,  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nationa;  and  now  he  violated  thia  law  again  b^  fRurendering 
him  to  his  enemy.  In  aigning  this  treat]jr  which  robbed  him 
of  hia  honour  and  his  crown,  he  likewise  endangered  hia 
Ubedy,  because  he  was  then  at  the  mercy  of  prince  Mentchi- 
kof  in  Posnania,  and  the  few  Saxon  troops  he  had  with  him 
were  paid  by  the  Russians. 

Opposite  to  prince  Mentchikof quarters  lay  encamped  a 
Swedish  army,  reinforced  by  the  Poles  in  Stanislaus's  interest, 
and  commanded  by  general  Maderfcld.  The  priuce  not 
knowing  that  Augustus  was  hi  treaty  with  the  enemies  of 
Budsia,  proposed  to  attack  them,  and  Augustus  diix^it  not 
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lefiiBe.  The  Imttle  was  fought  in  the  neighbonihood  of 
Ealiah)  in  the  palatiittte  belonging  to  BtaniflkuB  (No7. 19). 
TUB  was  the  first  tune  that  l£e  Bussiaiis  gained  a  pitched 
haMe  apinst  the  Swedes;  and  the  whole  hononr  was  dne  to 
pnaee  Msntdiikof ;  4000  of  tiba  enemy  wm  killed,  and 
2598  taken  prisoners. 

It  is  difficult  to  compreliend  how  Augustas  could  be  pre- 
Tailed  upon  after  this  battle  to  ratify  a  treaty  wUdk  depriTed 
him  of  the  whole  beneftt  <^so  signal  a  Tictoiy.  But  (Varies 
was  triumphant  in  Saxony,  whm  his  yei^  name  intimidated 
Us  enemies:  besides^  Anrasius  had  little  expectation  of 
being  steadily  suppoited  By  the  Eussians;  in  short,  the 
Polish  pari^  in  his  enemy's  interest  were  so  strong,  and 
Augustus  himself  was  so  ill  advised,  that  he  signed  this  fatal 
convention.  Neither  did  he  stop  here :  he  wrote  to  Finkstein, 
his  envoy,  a  letter  more  shameful  than  the  treaty  itsell,  m 
which  he  begged  pardon  for  having  obtained  a  victory,  pro- 
testing "  that  the  battle  was  fought  against  his  will ;  that 
the  Russians  and  the  Poles,  his  adherents,  had  obliged  lura 
to  it ;  that  with  this  design  he  had  made  some  movements  to 
abandon  Mentchikof;  that  Maderfeld  might  have  beaten 
him  had  he  made  a  proper  use  of  the  opportunity  ;  that  lie 
would  deliver  back  all  the  Swedisli  pi-isoners,  or  break  with 
the  Russians  ;  in  short,  that  he  would  give  the  king  of  Sweden 
all  proper  satisfaction"— for  liaving  dared  to  beat  his  troops. 

There  were  two  otlier  circunistancea  which  completed  the 
misforluncs  of  the  Idng  of  rulandj  elector  of  Saxony,  aud 
plainly  showed  the  ill  use  which  Charles  made  of  his  success. 
The  first  was  his  obliging  Augustus  to  write  a  letter  of  con- 
gratulation to  the  new  king  Stamalaus ;  the  second  was 
terrible,  he  even  compelled  Augustus  to  deliver  up  Patkul, 
the  czar's  ambassador,  into  his  hands  ;  and  that  B)ini8ter  was 
afterwards  broken  alive  upon  the  wheel  at  Casiniir,  in  the 
mouth  of  September,  1707.  Norberg,  the  chaplain,  acknow- 
ledges that  the  orders  for  his  execution  were  written  in 
Charles's  own  hand.  Justly  does  Voltaire  observe,  that 
the  law  of  nature  and  nations  were  violated  upon  this  occa- 
sion by  the  law  of  the  longest  sword.  The  splendour  of  high 
achievements  used  formerly  to  cover  such  crueltieS|  but  now 
they  are  an  indelible  stain  to  military  gloij. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

OHABLIB  Xn,  UTTABIB  BITSSIA— B^TIXB  07  BOLTATA — 
BJj/nO  PB0TXN0B8  OOVQUERSI) — WAR  IHVH  TVBXBT — 
OAnTVIiA.TIOK  or  THE  PBT7TH. 

Chabus  was  BOW  triumphmg  at  Altranstadt,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Leipsic.  The  Protestant  princes  of  the 
empire  flocked  from  all  sides  to  yield  him  homage,  and 
sne  for  his  protection.  Ambassadors  from  most  of  the  powers 
in  Emrope  courted  his  alliance.  The  emperor  Joseph  paid 
implicit  submission  to  his  will.  Peter  then  perceiving  that 
Augustus  had  renounced  his  protection  and  the  Polish 
throne,  and  that  part  of  the  nation  had  acknowledged 
StanisUus,  began  to  listen  to  the  proposal  made  to  him  by 
Yolkova  of  choosing  a  thM  king. 

Several  palatines  were  proposed  at  the  diet  of  liublin ; 
among  the  rest,  prince  Rngotski  appeared  upon  the  lisi^  the 
same  who  had  been  long  detained  in  prison  in  his  youthful 
days  by  the  emperor  Leopold,  and  who  was  his  competitor 
for  the  Hungarian  throne  after  he  had  recovered  his  liberty. 
This  negotiation  was  pushed  very  far,  and  Poland  was  upon 
the  point  of  having  three  kings  at  a  time.  Prince  Ragotski 
not  beiug  able  to  succeed,  Peter  was  inclined  to  confer  the 
crown  on  Siniafski,  grand  general  of  the  republic,  a  man  of 
power  and  interest,  and  head  of  a  third  party,  that  would 
neither  acknowledge  the  dethroned  king  nor  the  person 
elected  by  the  contrary  faction. 

In  the  midst  of  these  disturbances  there  was,  according  to 
custom,  some  talk  of  peace.  Besseval,  the  I'mich  envoy  at 
the  court  of  kSuxou}%  eiulcavoured  to  bring  about  a  I'econcilia- 
tion  between  the  czar  aiid  the  kinp:  of  Sweden.  Tlie  l^reneh 
pfovernment  had  a  notion  thai  if  Charles  made  a  peace  with 
the  Muscovites  and  Poles  ho  might  possibly  turn  his  arms 
against  the  emperor  Joseph,  with  uhom  he  was  offended, 
and  to  whom  he  had  prescribed  very  severe  terms  during  the 
time  he  resided  in  Saxony.  But  Charles  made  answer,  that  he 
would  treat  with  the  czar  in  the  city  of  Moscow.  Upon  this 
occasion  it  was  that  Peter  said,  "  My  brother  Charles  wants  to 
act  the  part  of  Alexander,  but  he  yhali  not  find  me  a  Darius.** 

The  Kuasians  were  still  in  Poland,  and  even  at  Warsaw, 
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wkile  the  person  who  had  been  raised  to  the  Polish  throne 
by  Charles  XII.  was  hardly  acknowledged  by  that  nation. 
In  the  mean  timOy  Charles  was  ^oriching  hia  troopB  with  the 
spoils  of  Saxony. 

At  length  he  began  his  march  (Aug.  22, 17 07)  from  Us  head* 
quarters  at  Altranstadt,  with  an  army  of  45,000 men ;  against 
so  great  a  force  it  was  very  unlikely  that  the  czar  should  be 
able  to  make  a  stand,  since  he  had  been  entirely  defeated  by 
only  8000  Swedes  at  Narva.  Charles  boasted  that  "  his 
whip  would  be  sufficient  to  drive  the  Muscovite  rabble  before 
him,  not  only  out  of  Moscow^  but  firom  the  world." 

"While  the  Swedish  troops  were  passing  near  the  walk  of 
Xhresden,  Charles  paid  an  extraordinary  visit  to  king  Augustus; 
a  visit  which,  according  to  Norberg,  posterity  will  always 
admire — at  least,  they  will  read  the  account  of  it  with  some 
surprise,  for  it  was  certainly  running  a  great  risk  to  trust 
himself  in  the  hands  of  a  prmce  whom  he  had  stripped  of  hia 
kingdom.  Thence  he  continued  lii?  march  through  Silesia, 
and  at  length  re-entered  Poland.  That  kingdom  had  been 
entirely  ravaged  by  war,  ruined  by  factions,  and  exposed  to 
all  sorts  of  calamities.  Charles  was  advancing  throueh 
Massovia,  and  chose  the  worst  road  he  could  take.  The 
inhabitants  fled  into  the  morasses,  being  determined  at  l^ast 
to  mske  him  purchase  his  passage.  Six  thousand  peasants 
deputed  one  of  their  body  to  s^ak  to  him ;  this  was  an  old 
man,  of  &  very  eactraordinaxy  size  and  figure,  clad  in  white, 
and  armed  with  two  carbines.  He  addressed  his  discourse  to 
Charles,  but  as  the  Swedes  did  not  rightly  understand  what 
he  said,  they  made  no  sdruple  to  kill  him  in  the  presence  of 
their  king,  and  in  the  middle  of  his  harangue.  The  peasants 
in  a  rage  immediately  withdrew,  and  took  to  their  arms. 
The  Swedes  seized  on  as  many  as  they  could  find,  and  obliged 
them  to  hang  one  another ;  the  last  was  forced  to  tie  the 
coord  about  his  neck  himself,  and  to  be  his  own  ezecutionar. 
All  their  habitations  were  reduced  to  ashes.  This  .fact  is 
mentioned  by  Korberg,  the  chaplain,  who  was  an  eye-witness ; 
so  that  we  can  neither  reject  his  testimony,  nor  help  being 
struck  with  horror  at  such  cruelty. 

This  new  expedition  was  intended  by  Charles  aa  a  retaliation 
upon  Peter,  who  already  looked  upon  the  Baltic  provinces  as 
a  certain  possession,  and  reckoned  with  such  security  upon 
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king  Augustus,  tliff^  hm  men  crralookad  the  Bwnmdm!  of 
liis  ambsMador.  FoUieKy,  md  finr  appeanoice  mfce^  Beter 
took  the  usual  steps  for  Fatical'e  ddireittiioe ;  hot  it  im 
believed  that  he  secretly  acquiesced^  because  notUng  ninlted 
from  his  representations.  Charlera  plaii  of  fiiDowiiig  the 
Bussians  through  -wastes,  moraraes,  and  finesta,  into  Ae 
heart  of  a  barbarous  country,  was  approved  of  bj  no  one ; 
Bhenschiold,  it  is  true,  suffered  himsdf  to  feign  acquiescence, 
because  he  and  Piper  governed  the  young  king  by  yielding 
to  his  capricious  and  vv^ilful  schemes ;  as  soon,  however,  as 
lie,  like  an  experienced  general,  wished  to  execute  any  judi- 
cious plan  in  a  proper  military  manner,  the  king  no  longer 
listened  to  him.  According  to  Charles's  determina^on, 
LevenlKiupt  was  to  march  out  of  Livonia  and  Oourland, 
through  Lithuania,  and  to  join  him  at  the  Beresina,  which  has 
once  more  become  celebrated  in  our  own  days.  He  was  to 
give  up  Livouiii,  whicli  had  now  been  defended  for  seven 
years,  and  wasted  by  trieuds  and  Ibes,  to  take  along  with 
hirn  such  cattle,  horses,  stores,  and  artillery  as  remained, 
and  advance  with  his  kinc^  towards  Moscow,  whilst  all  was 
in  a  state  of  ho^stilLiy  belimd  hiin  in  Poland  and  around  him 
in  Bussia. 

As  Charles  was  enteriTi,n;  Grodno  (the  Gth  and  12th 
rebruary,  170S),  he  learned  tliat  Peter  had  caused  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Narva  and  Dorpat  to  bo  carried  oil"  into  the 
interior  of  Pusaia  (they  were  only  permiLted  to  return  in 
1714)  :  hut  this  news  made  aa  little  impression  upon  him 
as  ihe  horrors  committed  by  the  Russians  in  Finland,  Prom 
this  moment  i'orwai'd  his  conduct  beearee  more  and  more 
incomprehensible.  He  first  continue lI  Ins  march  through 
bogs  and  forests  in  the  most  untavourahle  season  of  the 
year,  then  remained  for  the  thrive  best  months  wholly 
inactive  at  Eodeskiewicze,  and  finally  liberated  the  Eucisian 
prisoners  in  May,  who  immediately  reinforced  the  enemy*s 
troops.  He  e:dled  Leveuhaupt  lo  ins  councils,  who  re- 
mained witli  him  six  weeks,  and  evervthing  was  agreed 
upon  as  to  their  future  movements :  but  wlien  Levenhaupt 
returned  to  Livonia,  and  was  advancing  with  his  army, 
Charles,  without  any  necessity,  forgot  his  promise  to  meet 
him  at  the  appointed  place.  In  the  mean  time,  the  king  had 
set  out  in  June  fromBodeskiewicze  and  passed  the  Beresina; 
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Ms  dolnnon  was  increased  by  a  fmitleii  Tictonr  at  Go- 
kr?teldn  on  the  4th  of  Julj,  He  aftermurdB  took  Mohik^ 
and  reached  the  Dmepr,  passed  over  the  river  in  the  midrt 
of  an  unceasing  oc»test  earned  on  hj  the  Bnaalana,  who 
were  around  him  in  swarms,  and  who  had  got  some  experi- 
ence in  warfare  from  their  repeated  collisions  with  himself. 
They  W6re»  indeed,  obliged  to  pasy  for  their  eiq^rienoe  by 
the  sacrifioe  of  the  greater  number  of  men,  whilst  the 
Swedes  Lost  comparatively  few ;  but  (Peter  was  easily  able 
to  replace  his  loss,  whilst  that  of  Charles  was  irreparable. 

Whilst  Charles  passed  the  Dniepr,  and  entered  into  a  close 
allianoe  with  the  Cossacks  of  the  Ukraine,  who  regarded 
Peter  aa  the  enemy  of  their  independence,  the  Eussian  army 
wae  aeperated  into  three  great  diyiaions,  in  order  that  evenr 
dxviaioa  aent  forward  by  Charles,  or  which  mi§^t  be 
Yoncing  to  fwnn  a  junction  with  him,  might  be  overpowered 
by  a  superior  force.  The  conaequencea  of  this  disposition 
were  firat  £^  by  Lagercrona,  and  next  by  Lev^ihanpt* 
Lagerorona  had  received  orders  to  advance  with  a  divi- 
sion of  troops  into  the  Ukraine,  whilst  Charles  contmned 
hia  march  towards  Smolenak.  This  divisUm  was  attacked 
at  Bobro  by  Mentchikof  (20th  September,  1709)  and 
defeaM,  and  eveiy  one  expected  that  Oharles,  who  waa 
in  want  of  many  neoeaaary  suppliea,  would  wait  the  arrival 
of  Levenhaupt  at  the  appointed  pbce,  when  he  at  length 
ludted  for  a  oonsiderable  time  at  the  end  of  September  and 
the  beapnning  of  October.  Levenhaupt,  on  thia  occaaiozif 
gained  for  himself  immortal  renown,  ourrounded  on  every 
aide  by  the  enemy,  and  obliged  to  mardi  through  waatea  and 
foresta,  he  reached  the  place,  with  all  his  baggage  and  artil- 
lery, where  he  hoped  to  find  Cbarlea.  He  found  him  not, 
but,  en  the  conbary,  waa  atiaeked  near  Lieana  bjr  a 
superior  Buaaian  finwe;  be  bad  only  10,000  men  agamet 
40,000 ;  he  won  the  victory,  but  waa  obliged  to  leave  behind 
him  hia  horaea,  cattle,  proviafonB,  and  artdlery ;  in  short,  all 
that  he  waa  to  bring  to  Oharlea,  in  order  to  aave  hia  heroea 
and  their  honour  by  a  hasty  mardi*  Charlea^fc  conduct  on 
thia  oocaaion  ahowa  how  veij  littie  idea  he  had  of  tikoae 

E*plea  which  ought  to  guide  a  commander ;  for  Leven- 
fonght  thia  battle  on  the  9th  of  October,  and  on  the 
formed  a  junction  witii  the  army  of  the  king. 
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The  march  into  the  Ukraine,  wiiicli  threw  Levenhaupt  com- 

Eletely  into  the  hands  of  the  Eussiana,  had  been  undertaken 
y  Charles  because  Mazeppa,  the  hetman  of  the  Cossack^ 
now  seventy  years  old,  had  before  supplied  him  with  pro- 
visions, and  now  invited  him  to  join  him.  Charles  wm 
neither  acquainted  with  the  unbounded  plains  of  the  Ukraiiiie, 
the  relation  of  the  different  tribes  of  Cossacks  to  one 
another,  nor  the  influence  which  Mazeppa  had  amongst 
them.  Hitherto  he  hlid  cruelly  harassed  the  Cossacks,  and 
now  he  appeared  among  them  at  once,  without  having  pre- 


hetman.  Mazeppa,  mdeed,  with  his  army  passed  oyer  the 
Desna ;  his  followers,  however,  believed  th^  were  being  led 
a|(ainst  Charles,  and  deserted  their  hetman  as  soon  as  his 
views  were  known,  because  they  had  more  to  fear  from 
Feter  than  to  hope  from  Charles.  The  hetman  joined  the 
Swedes  with  only  7000  men,  but  Cbarles  prosecuted  his 
march  and  despised  every  warning.  He  passed  the  Desna ; 
the  countiy  on  the  further  side  became  more  and  more 
desolate,  and  appearances  more  melancholy,  for  the  winter 
was  one  of  the  most  severe ;  hundreds  of  braye  Swedes  were 
frozen  to  death  because  Charles  insisted  upon  pursuing  hia 
march  cvcu  in  December  and  January.  The  civil  war  in 
Poland  in  the  mean  time  raged  more  violently  than  ever, 
and  Feter  sent  divisions  of  his  Russians  to  harass  and  per* 
secute  the  partisans  of  Stanislaus.  The  three  men  wlio 
stood  in  most  immediate  relation  to  the  Swedish  king,  Piper, 
Bhenschiold,  and  Levenhaupt,  belonged,  indeed,  to  the 
greatest  men  of  their  centuiy;  but  they  were  sometimes 
disunited  in  their  opinions,  and  sometimes  incensed  and 
harassed  by  the  obstinacy  of  the  king. 

Mazeppa  fell  a  sacrifice  to  his  connexion  with  Ohades,  Ue 
residence  (Baturin)  was  destroyed  by  Mentchikof,  and  Im 
faithful  Cossacks,  upon  Peter's  demand,  were  obliged  to 
choose  another  hetman  (November,  1708).  Neither  Piper 
nor  Mazeppa  could  move  the  obstinate  king  to  relinquish  hia 
march  towards  the  ilUfortified  city  of  Poltarat  Mazeppa 
represented  to  him  in  vain  that,  by  an  attack  upon  Poltava, 
he  would  -excite  the  Cossacks  of  the  Talis  (Zaporogues) 
against  him;  and  Piper  entreated  him,  to  no  purpose,  to 
draw  nearer  to  the  Poles,  who  were  fayourable  to.  his  cause. 


viously  concluded  any  agreement 
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and  to  march  towards  the  Dnio]^;  he  continued,  however, 
to  sacrifice  his  men  by  bis  mareh,  t01»  in  February  (1709),  a 
thaw  set  in.  He  was  successful  in  gaming  the  favour  of  the 
Zraorogues  through  thm  hetman,  Horodenaki;  but  fortune 
had  altogether  forsaken  the  Swedes  since  January.  In 
that  month  thej  were  in  possession  of  Moprik ;  in  Februarjfy 
the  battles  at  Ooronoddc  and  Bashevka  were  decided  m 
favour  of  the  Snssians;  in  March,  Sheremetef  took  Ga* 
dxMi.  whidi  was  occupied  by  tiie  Swedes,  and  thereby 
gave  a  position  to  the^usfrian  army  which  could  not  but 
move  destructive  to  the  Swedes,  whb  were  obliged  to  besiege 
Poltava  without  the  necessary  means,  because  their  intra^ 
able  king  insisted  upon  the  siege.  In  April  and  May,  the 
Swedes  exerted  themselves  in  vain  in  throwing  up  trenches 
before  the  miserable  fortifications  of  Poltava,  whilst  the 
Bossians  were  indosing*  them  in  a  net.  One  part  of  the 
Bossians  had  already  -jpaaieA  the  Yorskla  in  May,  and  Peter 
had  no  sooner  arrived,  in  the  middle  of  June,  than  the  whole 
army  passed  the  river,  in  order  to  o&r  a  decisive  engage- 
ment to  the  invaders. 

Bhenschiold  acted  as  commander-in-chief  at  the  battle  of 
Poltava;  for  Gharlea  had  received  a  dangerous  wound  in 
Ids  foot  ten  days  before,  and  was  unabte  to  mount  his 
horse.  The  Swedes  on  this  day  perfumed  miracleB  of 
bravery,  but  everything  was  against  them,  for  the  Bussians 
fought  this  time  at  least  for  their  country,  and  had  at  length 
gained  experience  in  the  field.  The  defeiU;  of  the  Swedes  is 
easily  explained,  when  it  is  known  that  they  were  in  want  of 
all  the  munitions  of  war,  even  powder  and  lead,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  storm  the  enemy's  fortifications  in  opposi- 
tion to  an  overwhelming  numerical  force,  and  that  Eeven- 
liaupt  and  Rhenscliiold  were  so  much  disunited  in  opinion, 
that  the  former,  in  his  report  of  the  engagement  at  Poltava, 
makes  the  bitterest  complaints  against  the  commander-in- 
chief,  which  have  since  that  time  been  usually  adopted  by  all 
historians.  Of  the  whole  Swedisli  army,  only  14,000  or 
15,000  under  Levenliaupt  and  Kreuz  succeeded  in  erecting 
an  ill-fortilicd  cam])  on  the  Dniepr,  where  they  were  shut  up 
by  the  liussiana  and  the  river.  This  small  force  mii^ht  pos- 
sibly have  succeeded  in  fighting  its  way  into  Pohmd,  and 
Charles  had  at  first  adopted  this  determiimtiuu  ^  he  wa&j, 
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however,  with  great  trouble,  induced  to  pass  the  Dniepr, 
and,  accompanied  by  a  small  f]:uard,  to  take  refuge  in  Tur- 
key. His  plan  was  to  reach  the  Bug  over  the  past  Lire  Lands 
Tpduch  then  belonged  to  the  Tatars  on  the  Black  i^ea,  and, 
aided  by  the  Turks  and  the  Tatars,  to  make  lus  way  tirst  to 
Otclnkof  and  then  to  Bender,  whence  he  hoped  to  per- 
suade the  Turkfi  to  take  part  in  the  Polish  afiOidrs.  As  sooa 
as  the  king  had  escaped  (10th  July,  1709),  Leyenhiuizit, 
mourning  over  the  sacrifioe  which  the  wilfulness  of  Chanes 
had  brought  upon  his  Swedes,  concluded  a  capitulation,,  in 
wtue  of  which  all  the  baggage  and  artillery  were  anr- 
i»dered  to  the  fiossiana,  together  with  the  remnant  of  the 
Swednh  anny,  which,  calculating  those  who  had  been  taken 
ia  ^  bftttk,  oMimttti  in  ail  to  abei^  UfiM 


Ckarles's  flight  to  Bendeiv  i^^chnoe  of  d&re 

ywuci  in  Turkey,  wete  temost  fayourable  eyents  whidi  coald 
imB€mtamA  Ibr  the  Boeomplishmait  of  Peter's  ^at  ^ms. 
SEo  Mi  now  master  in  Bolimd.  In  ikte  Swedish,  QntfUMM, 
and  Prench  adventurers  who  had  been  in  Qhaika'a  amvf,  ka 
moamd  tha  ray  bevt  inaisoctoni  of  his  peopku  AiBong 
those  nbo  enteiM  into  hia  aameey  ihara  woce  experienced 
officers,  artilleiynan,  araUteeti^  and  aigineers.  The  Smdoi^ 
Vfk»  fx>t  thirteen  ifeara  long  were  neither  set  at  libar^nar 
reedhred  fixmi  their  inpcverished  countay  tdie  usual  support 
of  j^oBMeam  of  war,  w&se  distributed  over  i^e  idiole  of 
Bussia,  and  aent  far  into  Siberia^  They  founded  schoola  and 
institutions,  in  oxder  to  a  livelihood,  an  d  used  tfaor  know- 
ledge and  experience  against  ikeix  will  ios:  the  promotion  of 
Batar'a  deaigna.  This  was  tiie  move  inportaat^  aa  ikute 
not  a  man  among  those  many  thousand  prisoners  vfho 
not  in  a  condilion  to  teadi  the  Bnsasma  to  whom  he  t 
something  of  immediate  ntilxiy,  drawn  from  his  experienise 
in  hb  native  land.  Many  never  returned  to  their  hoMs, 
becanse  they  had  rnaed  np  institntMna*  and  Munenoed 
undertakings  which  wesa  aa  aiYmkagdom  to  themadfad  na 
to  the  Bussian  empire. 

The  victory  of  P<^ava  was  immediately  foBoved  hy  an- 
ethar  combination  against  Sweden.   Augustus  prepared  in 
reeover  hia  throne ;  and  Peter  met  him  at  Thotn  ^October, 
whece  they  entered  into  a  aecMt  allianee.  Mk^ 
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wiiliHiit  6&y  idea  of  ihilfiHing  his  «iigi|^meiit,  promised 
liiTonia  to  the  Poles ;  taxd  Augiistus  agreed  in  return  that 
EsthoniaMid  aU  the  otihsr  Ba^  pnmaoes  should  be  united 
nth  fiiissia.  This  was  kept  secret ;  whilst  puhlicly  thegr 
KfokB  CKBly  id  a  dnfongive  aUianoe^  m  wMck  iBatmdf  Prussia^ 
ftfrnanrfr  and  Saisany  were  4km  coakaidsag  pirtifii«  Peter 
done  was  the  gainer  :  Augustus  travelled,  caroused,  gambled^ 
mi  ^^Bended  the  Poles.  99id  king  of  I)6nmuk  eulfeied  s 
dugraeeful  defeat  in  kirn  atlack  on  Urn  mtham  provincei  of 
SmdiQn.;  Prussia  became  afriMl,  wui  hantated,  whilst  Peier 
UMfltwrntly  fbUewed  up  hk  own  pkiis  evm  in  Boiyak  Bnusda. 
fie  took  mbing  hj  stonily  .and  kept  postcwiop.  of  it,  aUioiigb 
ilM  eoflifln  ^  tlut  ooiuiay 

SDOteia;  RmauoB  wew  Mattered  aiooiii  in  Brery  part  of 
Fbkmd;  Bagft  waa  beriaged,  aal  afl»r  m  bsM  dmace  cap. 
tosed  < JiMe^  1710\  Tbe  aaana  £ri»  beM  Tyborg,  S«diola, 
Bavely  PenuHi,  and  tha  island  of  OeaeL  Evn  tfae  Qmaaax 
poiBOwrionn  <ii  Sweden  weee  tiureatoned  tjfnsnlhniBapaly  by 
de  Rnaauois,  Danes^  FmanaiiSy  and  SaKoni. 

In  Moaeow  the  year  1710  waa  uahsred  in  wifcii  a  aolemniify 
weat  agreeable  to  a  peojpk  wbo  bad  been  appnbenaiTO  of 
a«Bg  tbficr  capital  m  poaaeanon  of  those  Tesy  ffwedea  who 
wiepa  now  led  tbnoufb  it  in  triompb.  !Db6  arttUaiT  of  iibe 
wquaahed,  tiieir  eokmrs  and  atanaaanby  tbeir  idng^a  litter, 
Ae  aoldieTBy  affioess,  ganecaisy  and  miniatearii  of  the  capti?e 
Swed^,  all  on  foot^  moved  in  aoiaoin  pBrocoaaion  mder  ae^en 
magnificent  acdheay  attanded  with  w  ringing  of  beUs,  the 
aai»d«f  iniiiiqpete,T(d]flyefiK>aaabi^  eannon, 
and  tiheaecJaaaafcTonfl  of  an  immense  mnltitnde,  TheTiebota 
fin.  bonebaeky  witb  tiie  genenda  at  their  bead,  and  Peter  in 
bia  rank  of  major-general^  ebaed  tba  pnoeaaaion*  At  eadi 
twampbai  aroh  atood  iba  depntieaaf  the  aemal  ordeca  of 
tiw.8tate^  and  at  the  last  waa  aehoaen  bandof  young  noble- 
iBcn,  the  8Q1UI  of  boyan,  in  a  iUiman  dx^ 
inotenow  m^uffob  with  a  crom 

Tbia  pabHo  &8tiTal  waa  succeeded  by  another  ceremony, 
that  afforded  no  less  satisfaction  than  the  former.  In  the 
year  1708  happened  an  incident,  the  more  disagreeable  to 
the  Russians  aa  Peter  was  at  that  time  unprosperous  in  war. 
Mateof,  his  ambassador  to  the  court  of  London,  having  ob- 
tained an  audience  of  leave  of  queen  Anne,  was  arrested  for 
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iebt^  at  the  rait  of  Bome  Sog^ish  merchantiy  and  obliged  to  giT« 
baiL  Themerehaiitoiiuiated  tliattbekwaof  commeicei^^ 
of  a  superior  nature  to  the  privileges  of  ambaaaadon :  on  tiie 
other  hfmd  Matecl^  and  all  the  other  fordgn  mimalers  who 
espoused  hia  cause,  maintained  that  their  peraons  ought  to 
be  sacred.  Peter,  by  hia  letters  to  queen  Anne,*BtrongIj 
insisted  upon  having  satiafiMsHon :  but  ahe  could  not  comply 
with  his  desire,  since  ij  the  laws  of  Enf^d  the  merchants 
had  a  right  to  sue  for  thdr  just  demands ;  and  there  was  no 
law  to  exempt  foreign  miniaters  from  being  arrested  for  debt.* 
The  murder  of  Fatkul,  the  czar'a  ambaasador,  who  bad  been 
executed  the  preceding  year  by  order  of  Chariea  XII.,  iras 
in  some  measure  an  encouragement  to  the  people  of  Bugland 
not  to  respect  a  character  so  f;rossly  abused.  The  other 
loreign  ministers  residing  then  in  Lcmdon,  were  obliged  to 
be  bound  for  Mateof :  and  all  that  the  queen  could  do  in 
favour  of  the  czar,  was  to  prevail  on  the  parliament  to  pass 
an  act  whereby  it  was  no  longer  lawful  to  arrest  an  am- 
bassador for  debt  j  but  after  the  battle  of  Poltava  it  be- 
caiiic  necessary  to  give  a  more  public  satisfaction  to  that 
prince.  The  queen  by  :i  formal  embassy  made  an  excuse  for 
what  had  passed.  Mr.  Whit  worth,*  who  was  chosen  for 
this  ceremon)',  opened  liis  speech  with  the  words  :  "  Most 
high  and  most  mighty  emperor.'*  He  told  the  czar  thai 
the  queen  had  imprisoned  the  pert^ous  who  had  presumed 
to  arreat  liiti  ambassador,  and  that  tlie  delinquents  had  been 
rendered  infamous.  There  was  not  a  word  of  truth  in  this  : 
but  the  acknowledgment  was  sufficient ;  and  the  title  of 
emperor,  which  the  queen  had  not  given  Peter  before  the 
battle  of  Poltava,  plainly  showed  the  degree  of  estimation  to 
which  he  was  now  raised  in  Europe. 

The  progress  of  the  allies  against  Sweden  was  the  cause 
of  no  little  uneasiness  to  the  naval  powers  and  the  emperor 
of  Germany,  who  eagerl}'^  offered  themselves  as  mediators. 
#  Charles  declared  that  he  would  willincrly  accept  their  media- 

tion as  to  Denmark  and  Poland,  but  declined  it  altogether 
with  respect  to  Russia. 

About  this  time  Charles  neither  could  nor  ouf^ht  to  have 
accepted  any  agreement  in  which  the  liussiaus  were  in- 

*  Februaiy  16^  1710*  He  was  mated  Lord  Whitwortli  by  king 
George  L 
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eluded,  because  he  began  at  length  to  see  his  cabals  crowned 
with  success,  and  his  hopes  realised  in  Constantinople.  The 
Turks  were  willing  to  declare  war  a^inst  Bussia,  and  the 
advantage  was  altogether  on  their  side.  Disputes  had  been 
carried  on  between  Peter  and  the  Turks  ever  since  1704,  on 
t^e  subject  of  the  augmentation  of  hia  fleets  in  the  Black 
Sefl|  and  the  fortification  of  Asof  and  Taganrok ;  but  these 
dkputeB  had  hitherto  always  been  brought  to  a  friendly 
tetminatioD,  and  the  Turks  had  at  last  (September,  1709) 
formaUj  xenewed  tbeir  treaty  with  the  Busnans*  When 
Nuinaa  Kupriti  afterwards  caused  a  general  war-cry  in  the 
country  b^  hia  impradence,  the  new  grand  y'msTf  Mehemet 
Baltadschiy  was  obliged  to  make  the  neoesBary  preparations 
for  war,  and  a  declaration  of  hostilitiea  was  actually  pub« 
liahed  in  November,  1710. 

This  occurred  about  the  same  time  in  which  Peter  had  got 
full  posseaaion  of  Livonia  and  Esthonia,  and,  by  the  concei- 
aion  of  a  constitution  and  privileges^  had  gained  over  the 
nobility  of  both  provinces  to  hia  cause ;  and  he  was  now 
seeking  in  like  manner  to  draw  over  the  princes  of  Moldavia 
and  Yallachia  to  his  interests.  In  a  treaty  agreed  to  at 
Lutzk  (April,  1711),  Demetrius  Oantemir  promised  his  aid 
to  the  Bussians  in  the  Turkish  war,  and  obtained  in  return 
an  assurance  of  Bussian  protection,  and  of  the  hereditary 
descent  in  his  family  of  the  princely  dignity  of  Moldavia. 
In  this  year  (1711)  Peter  anticipated  the  Turks  in  their 
attack:  he  descended  the  Dniestr  with  his  army,  and  ap* 
peared  to  tlireaten  Bender,  but  allowed  himself  to  be  aUured 
to  the  Pruth  by  the  treacherous  invitations  of  the  hospo- 
dara  of  Moldavia  and  Yallachia.  Demetrius  Cantemir  and 
Brancovan  pretended  that  Peter  would  be  able  to  seize  upon 
considerable  Turkish  magazines,  situated  on  the  further  side 
of  the  Pruthy  although  none  had  been  established  there; 
this  led  him  away  from  the  Dniestr  to  the  Pruth,  and  at 
length  induced  liiin  to  pass  that  river.  lie  now  appeared 
to  be  master  of  Moldavia  and  Yallachia^  for  he  himself  was 
received  with  pomp  in  Jassy,  and  Shmmetef  with  his  army 
had  been  in  Yallacnia  since  March. 

Ills  joy,  however,  was  short.  The  grand  viaier,  Mehemet 
Baltadschi,  with  an  unusually  numerous  army,  and  100,000 
Tatars,  advanced  to  the  Pruth,  and  threatened  altogether  to 


Digitized 


294 


curt  olf  Sheremetef ;  Peter  hastened  to  meet  the  Turks,  in 
order  ta  keep  opeu  the  commuiiications  and  to  assist  his 
general.  The  Turks  were  in  position  near  Faltscbi ;  Peter  was 
far  from  liis  own  coimtrj'  and  destitute  of  provisions ;  lie 
finally  encamped  (J  ulj,  1711)  on  a  narrow  piece  of  ground  be- 
tween the  Pmth  and  a  inorasB.  In  this  unfaTourable  position 
of  the  EussianB,  the  whole  series  of  engagements  which  took 
place  during  two  days,  with  aingle  divisions,  were  entirely 
adverse  to  their  canse,  and  the  main  Eusbian  army  was 
obliged  to  retire  into  their  camp;  Konne  and  Janus  aiid 
their  divisions  were  wholly  separated  from  Peter,  who  saw 
himself  quickly  shut  up  on  all  sides.  TheBuj^sian  army  had 
in  their  rear  the  Khan  of  the  Tatars;  around  them,  the 
river,  the  morass,  and  the  Turkish  army :  the  czar  himself 
was  prostrated  by  a  fearful  attack  of  disease,  and  yet  his 
minii  never  showed  itself  greater  than  at  this  very  moment. 
His  niagnauinntv  on  this  occasion  is  proved  by  his  decl^pft- 
tion  sent  to  the  Russian  senate.  "I  annouuce  to  you,"  he 
teils  them, "  that  deceived  by  false  intelligence,  and  through 
no  £ault  of  mine,  I  am  liere  sliut  up  in  my  camp  by  a  Turki&h 
army  four  times  more  numerous  than  my  own,  our  provisions 
cut  off,  and  on  the  point  of  being  cut  to  pieces  oi'  taken  pri- 
sonerSj  unless  Heaven  comes  to  our  aid  in  some  unexpecied 
manner.  If  it  befal  that  I  am  taken  by  the  Turks,  you  will 
no  longer  consider  me  your  czar  and  lord,  nor  pay  regard  to 
any  order  that  may  be  brought  you  on  my  part,  not  even 
though  you  may  see  my  liand  signed  to  it ;  but  yon  will  wait 
until  I  come  myself  iu  person.  If  I  am  destined  to  perish 
here,  and  you  receive  well-ooniirmed  news  of  my  death,  then 
you  will  choose  for  my  successor  tlie  worthiest  amonij  you''* 
The  Enssian  army  luid  their  emperor  now  seemed  utterly 
lost,  wlien  Catharine,  whom  Peter  had  already  made  his  wife, 
but  to  whom  he  had  not  given  the  title  or  dignity  of 
empress^  was  the  means  of  ideHvering  them  from  their 
despair^  an  event  which  surprised  no  one  more  tJaaa 
Ghiirks  Xtl.  in  Beadfir.   ChsiieB,  in  tiie  most  iapradent 

*  At  this  time  Peter's  son  Alexis  was  twen^r-one  years  of  age.  It 
is  evident  that  the  iflea  of  exdodiaiff  kim  AmW  ll»  tl»m 
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jsmmety  h$gi  gtiemmlj  innited  ibai  gind  tkkr  his 
insoleiit  and  eontempturai  ooxidiiel^  Ad  «qfiecudlj  by  de- 
dining  his  in^tation  to  visit  him  in  his  camp.  Feter's.nifiB^ 
(Mmaaatf.  kmsw  how  to  mm  fke  vizier's  fmowt  bj  hunodlia- 
tion  and  presents.  Hie  peace  ocimliided  on  tiw*  Btutk,  whi^ 
Gathacbie  effected,  still  jmoimaft.  liddle,  because  the  presents 
wkksk  fth^  had  it  in  licr  poirerto  offer  to  him  and  his  ^ikqtt^ 
even  if  we  add  aUthat  she  coa&ld  eo^leG#  firom  the  soldiers 
Bad.  offioers  to  hem  oim  jewels  and  fu>%  seem  quite  iQ8igiiifr>^ 
cmt  fi»r  aneh  a  piApoee.  *€«taiii  ill  ia,  howeyer,  tiMt  tbeae 
pMBeattopttved  VM^wajr  to  a  peace,  and  that  it  was  aftef«^ 

as  a  crime  a^aiaMit  the  Turkish  offioiah^  tlMt 
the  meaey  aad  vahiahlai  wesalbund  in  their  poaaasskwi.^ 

She  unexpeeted  news  of  negotiatieiis  fir  peace  at  lengHi 
dmr  Charm  iaie  the  Turki&  head-qfoarters,  hsA  he  ma 
tmaUe  to  preiei^  the  concluinon  of  the  pr^iiaiiiarie%  or,  tiaie 

tnmr  gnerooa  igmmbmi 
and  in  fset  tiie  peaise  -wm  honourable  and  adfaatageeaa-  for 
1^  Turks,  who  had  tafeen  the  fidid  fi)r  tbaawmtM,  and 
nob  iW  Sweden  and  Boisad.  In  the  pteanMe  to  the  tm^f', 
P^ter  admitted  tibat  h&  accepted  it  as  an  act  of  gsaee:  tiua 
flolaafiad  tiM^  MidB  ef  the  ODu^ :  Aaofim  to  be  Msteied; 
Kaminietz,  Samara»  Taganrok,  were  to  be  lase^*  and  the 
Soariaa  artiflerfvaa  to  be  sumndmid  to  the  Ibrkl.  With 
reelect  to  Chianes,  the  solitary  ecmditien  waa  iBBerted,  for 
fioRm'a  Bake^  H^t  Bster  mi  not  to  oppoae  hda  xetun  to 

*  TbaeasB haa  bani  aa  often  examined,  that  we  do  not  asMa  to 

trouble  our  readers  with  aa  inquiry  into  the  probability  or  improba- 
bility of  the  bribery.  Minute  accounts  ot  the  circumstances  stated 
above  will  be  found  in  the  "Hist  Osman,"  part  vii  p.  157.  A  full 
inmiiiy  haaite  Ibeen  made  by  Le  Oleic,  Hist  de  Id  Russie  Ancienne" 
CVccsiitte8,l784,4toXTaLliipp.8M*884  a>»thaaMn7pro«fralMid^ 
giren,  we  shall  add  thiEit  of  a  contemporary  (tke  same  who  had  a  fmy 
singular  adventure  "with  Catharine).  Villebois  relates  the  history  of 
the  peace  at  great  length.  Catharine,  he  says,  learned  firom  Tolstoy's 
letters  tlie  avarice  of  the  kaimakan  and  the  grand  vizier,  and  she  ber- 
8driiafeteiaBtBiiel&oiialalliapn^^  of  the 

goacd^tovhoBsriie  hadeiitruaMth#ddivtr7Qf  thevakvabloi.  Vii- 
lebois  gays,  that  she  not  only  gave  her  own  jewels  and  Am^  hut 
tliat  she  rode  through  the  ranks,  and  represented  that  thesa  was  now 
no  means  of  escape  but  over  a  golden  bridge  and  thus  moTOd  the 
sddiera  and  officers  to  eontribute  theirs. 
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Sweden,  nor  to  obstruct  it  in  any  way;  he  promised  also  to 
interfere  no  furtker  with  the  i^airs  of  the  Poles  and  Ooa- 
aacka. 

The  czar  had  no  sooner  placed  Sheremetef  and  his  chan- 
cellor as  hostages  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks,  as  a  pledge  of 
the  fuliUment  of  the  peliminaries,  than  he  hastened  to 
bring  himaelf  and  his  army  into  a  plaee  of  seeuritv,  to  avoid 
the  chances  of  the  yizier's  change  of  opinion,  The  nemi  of 
a  sudden  and  favourable  peace  was  at  first  indeed  xeceiyed 
in  Constant  Id  ople  with  joy,  but  the  representations  of  the 
Swedish  deputies^  and  of  the  enemies  of  the  grand  vizier  wlio 
had  been  won  by  them,  combined  with  a  report  of  the 
presents  which  had  been  brought  into  the  camp  on .  the 
night  before  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,  quickly  altered  tbe 
sultan's  opinion.  The  grand  vizier  s  di^^raoe  was  not,  how- 
ever,  communicated  to  him  so  long  as  he  was  at  the  head  of 
the  army ;  but  no  sooner  had  he  arrived  at  AdrianGple,  and 


from  him,  than  the  storm  broke  out.  The  sultan  deposed 
Mehemet  Baltadschi,  and  caused  all  those  to  be  executed 
who,  under  the  influence  of  Bussian  presents^  had  either 
advised  the  condusion  of  a  peace^  or  had  proposed  its  con- 
ditions. 

Peter  in  the  mean  time  had  fulfilled  none  of  those  con* 
ditions.  He  left  his  troops  in  Poland,  and  relied  upon 
cabals,  upon  bribery^  and  the  grand  vizier  and  his  Mends* 
This  last  hope  was  now»  ind^d^  wholly  frustrated  by  the 
deposition  of  the  vizier,  and  a  new  decbration  of  war  fol* 
lowed  in  the  course  of  the  succeeding  month  (December^ 
1711),  founded  especially  upon  the  czar's  non-compliance 
with  the  conditions  of  the  peace,  because  he  had  delated 
rasing  the  fortresses,  and  made  no  arrangements  for  declaring 
that  portion  of  the  Ukraine  independenti  which  was  inha* 
bited  by  the  Cossacks  under  the  protection  of  the  Turks. 
England  and  Holland,  in  the  mean  time,  tried  to  work  in 
opposition  to  the  Swedes  and  French  in  Constantmople. 
Eussisn  money  flowed  into  the  hands  of  tiie  avanoiotts 
Turkish  officiaib,  whilst  Charles  abused  tiie  rights  of  hosm* 
tality  in  Bender ;  and  in  order  to  extort  loans  by  his  ob- 
stinacy, he  offered  opposition  by  force  and  arms,  when  iuL 
attempt  was  made  to  compel  him  to  return  to  his  kingdom. 
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13ie  English  and  Dutch  were  bo  fortunate  in  their  labours, 
«i  to  biii^  about  another  peace  before  the  opening  of  the 
campaign  in  the  next  spring  (1712),  but  Peter  was  as  HtQe 
in  earnest  about  the  fulfilment  of  its  conditions  with  respect 
to  the  Ukraine  as  he  had  been  in  the  previous  trealy. 
Charles  and  his  friends  used  all  their  endeayours  for  seven 
months  to  bring  about  a  new  war,  and  to  make  the  sultan 
suspicious  of  his  ministers.  In  autumn  their  efforts  appeared 
to  haye  been  crowned  with  success.  The  yizier  who  had 
concluded  the  last  peace  was  also  degraded,  and  his  successor, 
seven  days  after  his  appointment  (19th  November,  1712),. 
published  a  third  declaration  of  war  against  the  Bussians. 
Charles,  however,  gained  nothing  by  this  step,  for  the  new 
grand  vizier  and  the  sultan  continually  and  seriously  im- 
portuned him  to  hasten  his  departure  from  Turkey.  Finally, 
bis  hopes  of  being  able  to  invade  Poland  with  a  Turkish 
army  were  eompletely  frustrated  by  a  new  treaty  of  peace  • 
whicli  was  concluded  between  Russia  and  Turkey,  under. 
English  and  Butch  mediation,  in  May,  1718. 


CHAPTEE  XXV. 
psm's  ACQVismoFs  nr  tbm  koeth— oranAvioirsiir  vo-* 

MXRAHIA,  STBCf  BOOK  ABD  HIS  ABICT  MABX  VUSOHnS 

— ^IKTBIGITES  OV  60BT2 — ^ZTATAL  TIOTOBT  OV  ALAXD. 

Thb  unfortunate  campaign  of  the  Pruth  was  of  worse  con- 
sequence to  the  czar  than  the  battle  of  Narva ;  by  that  defeat 
he  had  profited  so  as  to  recoyer  all  his  losses  and  dispossess 
Charles  XII.  of  Ingria ;  but  by  the  treaty  of  Paltschi, 
besides  losing  all  his  harbours  and  fortresses  on  the  Sea 
of  Asof,  he  was  also  to  renounce  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Black  Sea.  His  euterprises  still  afforded  him  a  large  field 
for  action ;  and  he  alone,  before  the  end  of  the  war  with 
Gharies  Xll.,  reaped  the  fi:uit  of  his  vigorous  efforts  and  his 
numerous  sacrifices.  He  founded  the  empire*  which  was  to 
inherit  the  titie  and  the  power  of  Charlemagne,  whilst  the 
Eoman  empire,  which  the  latter  had  founded,  was  become  the 
derision  of  the  world. 
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Pteter  bad  overrun  Livonia,  Esthonia,  Ingria,  CareliLi,  and 
part  of  Emland ;  aand  by  tbe  marriage  of  his  niece,  as  it  atter- 
wards  appeared,  brought  Oourlond  into  subjection  to  Eussia. 
Bis  niece  Anna  was  married  to  I'Vederick  WiUiaai,  duke  of 
Oonriand,  on  which  occasion  the  Hfe  and  customs  of  the 
time,  especially  in  the  ziorth,  were  exhibited  in  all  their 
barlMntf •  Tl»  newlj'-suaiied  duke  was  obliged  to  indulge 
to  tack  an  «stent  in  nuBodsrato  cfarinking  during  t£e 
ftftivities  consequent  upon  tbe  mama§|e,  that  he  brought 
lub  life  to  an  earlr  termmcfcuxn  (January,  1711).  The  ezar 
amlad  himself  of  tiiis  unexpected  death  to  eadnde  iht 
bnoMicr  of  the  deceased  duke,  to  claim  the  province  as  a 
eeMiouMMit  on  tke  widow,  and  omse  the  adMiinislsatioBi  to 
be  carried  on  in  tbe  name  of  tho  gnnd-duchess*  The  custom 
of  immoderate  dxinkmg,  whieli  piofed  faJuH  to  tbe  duke  eC 
Courland,  wan  taken  wlvantage  of  by  Peter,  as  well  aa  by 
dipkMsatista  in  genml,  to  pvomote  their  political  objocte. 
He  compelled  ms  guests,  according*  to  Boatian  nsage,  to 
diink  brandy,  that  lie  might  the  moro  eaaikf  eartract  the 
secrets  of  bis  nobles  and  the  foreign  ambaaaadors,  or  destroy 
them.* 

Peter  would  very  willingly  have  established  a  firm  footing 
in  Germany;  and  the  canipaign  o£  the  two  kings  of  Poland 
and  Denmark,  which  ended  nnsucoessfully,  as  well  as  tbe 
dispute  whxfdi  soon  after  ooraxr^  between,  tke  duke  oL 
Jwcklenburg  and  his  nobles,  seemed  to  him  to  oiOSerafiiiang 
opportunity.  Peteor  kad  been  in  Carlsbad  in  tim  snmmer  of 
1711 ;  he  afterwards  travelled  to  Dresden,  and  married  his 
son  Alexis,  heir  to  kis  throne,  to  a  princess  of  Wolfenbuttel, 
sisteaMn4aw  of  the  emperor  Charies  YI. ;  and  finally,  wtoi 

*  Tillebois,  who  exaggerates  Bothmg,  Weber  in  his  ^*  AMoced 
BiiB8i%"  and  Basaewitz,  are  inexhaustible  in  anecdotes  with  respeet 
to  immoderate  drinking.  ViUebois  informs  us  how  he  was  sent  bjr 
Peter  to  Catharine,  who  gave  him  an  audience  in  bed,  that  he  took 
improper  liberties  with  ber  in  a  fit  of  dnmkenness,  was  arrested  and 
condeDiBSd^  «pour  deox  aos  a  Is  cbi^bM^*  but  was  reallj  keptto  no 
labour,  and  shortly  afterwards  restored  to  all  his  offices^  bemue 
Peter  needed  hia  services.  He  states  eiptessly,  that  Peter  was  in  the 
habit  of  cunningly  extracting  secrets  from  his  guests  when  intoxicated, 
and  writing  them  down  in.  his  pocket- buui^,  and  that  he  removed 
mntjrm  ram  oat  sf  tbe  mj^ynm  bad  levw^  bis  nmaA  fa  Ois 
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ih^  fkmeif  ^e»t&(^  li^y.  tbe  Swedes,  retrestssd  to  Hoisfceiii, 
hf^  sent  a  Bueslan  army  luubt  Mentebikof,  G-alitzia>  Bepxan, 
a^d  Buner,  to  f  aMawnia,  in  order  to  join  and  aasiat  the 
Saaipns  in  tha  rieges  of  Stettin  and  Stralaund.  f  eter  hni 
Hbm  a4iU  hqpea  thajt  ifc  would  be  poaable  to  tnift  Alexia 
for  a  ruler,  and  gave  Uvi  cluNCge  4)f  the  campMign,.  ]Se  Idb 
Mantdtikflf  witi»  tbe  anijr  at  hui  ova  aubstitu^  xeemsianded 
Ufa  t»  pmide  magaainea*  to  spare  the  comdarfy  Bni  ta 
punish  e««E7  Mit  of  violence  with  deatiji.  Ikis,  bowerar^  IM 
all  to  no  purpose,  as  Mentchikof  emulated  the  common  "Rm* 
sians  in  robbery  and  deatniekitiii.  He  compelled  the  inbii- 
bitants  of  Dantzig  to  pay  him  400,000  dollara^  and  Ate 
estorted  100,000  from.  &ga ;  but  again*  in  the  conmeno^ 
ment  of  the  following  jear^  Q£S»ed  the  emperoc  of  Qessiany 
34VOOO  EussiaDfl  to  serre  agaraat  Trance,  i£  he  would  eeofer 
uj^on  him  the  rank  o£  a  mttnber  of  the  empire,  and  inyest 
hap.  with  Livonia  as  an  imperial  fief.  This  will  explain  thft 
reason  why  Louis  XIY.,  or  his  banker,  in  the  following  veM^ 
helped  Steinbock  out  of  his  perplexity,  when  he  had  no 
moni^  to  pay  his  troops,  ho^em  Uttla  C^Mdea  XU«  eoft* 
earned  himself  about  ^France. 

CSount  Steinbock,  generd  of  Chadea'a  anir)r»littteeq^ted 
aneh  a  aapply  at  a  time  when  hia  troops  w^  on  tike  peinik 
of  breaking  out  into  a  mutiny.  Seemg  the  stooon  gather 
about  him,  and  having  nothing  but  promiaea  to  avert  if^ 
feaxing  also  to  be  hemmed  in  by  three  aimeaef  EnanMUL 
I)ane%  and  Saxons,  he  had  puopoeed  a  eeaaation  of  arma>  and 
aaot  a  eomier  to  Bender,  representing  to  the  king  the  de** 
pileiible  state  ef  his  a£Gun,,and  informing  him  that  tiMi 
m^aal  of  the  armistioe  wae  a  step  of  ahsohite  necessity. 
13b^  couri^  had  not  been  gone  thzee  days,  when  StewihoA 
revived  from  tl^  Fade  bankcf  two  hnndied  thoosand  erowaa ; 
wkUv  in  a  deaolaiie  eoimtij,  and  at  ibat  tame  eBpeejaU|r»  waa 
aaiwmenBetreaaiupe.  Ehitowith  thiaanpply,heeiieoiinig^ 
hia  amy,  pMoisedatevea  ondyecciut^  and aaw  himadf  atlb» 
heed  of  twelre  thonaand  men^ao  that  instead  of  aeekiiig&e  a 
aemmiea  eimms  ftklhia  thonghta  mrehant  on  fiditeg. 

SteiiAodr  now  ma«M  alon^  the  Wianar  read  tomfeda 
the  oombmed  troopB  of  the  Buaaianai  Saxona,  and  Daaea ;  he 
aoosi  fiipnd  himeatf  xiearthe  iDaniah  and  Suon.  armiea,  the. 
Boaaiana  being  tiuee  leagaea  beUnd.  Thai  eaar  aeali  fluoa^ 
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eourim  dose  afler  each  other  to  the  king  of  Denmark,  de* 
sirio^  hun  to  wait  his  coming  up,  and  lepgaaenting  the  dimger 
of  fighting  the  Swedea  without  a  superiority  in  number.  The 
kmg  of  Denmark,  ayerse  to  sharing  the  honour  of  »  Tictorj 
of-  which  he  bad  made  himself  8iure»  advanced  against  the 
SwedeSi  and  attacked  them  near  a  place  called  Gkulehusch. 
Ihia  action  was  a  fresh  instance  of  the  extreme  enmitj  he> 
tween  the  Swedes  and  Danes,  the  officers  of  both  nations 
fuziondy  nuhing  on  each  other,  and  fidhng  dead  with  mntnal 
wounds. 

Steinbeck  had  gained  the  victory  before  the  Boastans  could 
reach  the  field  of  battle ;  but  this  victory  was  like  tiiat  which 
had  giyen  a  moment's  comfort  to  king  Augustus,  when  in 
the  course  of  hid  misfortunes  he  had  won  the  battle  of 
Kalish  against  the  Swedes,  who  were  everywhere  c(»iquerorB, 
The  victory  of  Kalish  aggravated  Augustus's  losses,  and  that 
of  Ghidebusch  only  retarded  the  ruin  of  Steinbod^  and  hie 

The  kin^  of  Sweden,  on  advice  of  Steinbeck's  victoiy, 
imagined  his  affairs  again  on  a  good  footing.  He  even  be- 
lieved that  he  should  be  able  to  bring  the  Ottoman  empire 
to  declare  a  new  war  against  the  csar.  In  this  hope  he  ordered 
Steinbeck  to  march  into  Poknd,  ever  flattering  himself,  on 
the  least  success,  that  the  times  of  Narva»  when  he  used  te 
give  law,  were  returning :  these  imaginationswere  soon  after 
quashed  by  the  affiur  at  Beuder,  and  his  captivity  in  Turkey. 

All  the  consequence  of  the  victoiy  of  Gadehusch  was  the 
reducing  to  ashes  in  the  night  the  little  town  of  Altona^  in- 
habited by  traders  and  manufacturers ;  a  defenceless  place, 
and  which,  not  having  taken  arms,  should  not  have  been 
molested.^  It  was  totally  destroyed ;  several  of  the  inhaln* 
tanti  perished  in  the  flames,  and  others,  especially  tiie  aged 
and  children,  who  had  fled  ^m  the  conflagra^on,  died  vnth 
&tigue  and  cold  at  the  gates  of  Hamburg  *  Tfaia  hoiriUe 
and  petty  advantage  was  all  that  Steinbeck  obtained ;  the 
Bnssums,  Danes,  and  &aou8  pursued  him  so  dosely  after 
hia  victory,  that  he  was  obliged  to  solicit  shelter  for  himaelf 
and  hia  army  in  Tonningen,  a  fortified  place  in  H<Mein. 

♦  Norberg,  the  kinpr's  chaplain  and  confessor,  in  his  history,  coolly 
says,  that  general  bteinbock  set  fire  to  the  town  only  because  he  bad 
nol  carriages  to  bring  away  the  fiimitore. 
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Holilwiii  was  at  that  time  one  of  the  mott  doiobted 
eonatries  in  the  north,  and  its  Borereigii  one  of  the  moit 
unhappj  princes;  he  was  Charles  the  Twelfth's  own  nephew. 
It  WIS  for  his  fathor,  hrotheivin-law  to  this  monarch,  that 
Ohsiles  hefore  the  battle  of  Narra  had  carried  his  anns  to 
Copenhagen  itself;  and  itwas  for  him  that  he  had  made  the 
treaty  of  Travendal,  h]r  which  the  dukes  of  Holstoinreeoveted 
tk^  rights.  Thekixig  of  Denmark  and  the  duke  of  HobMa- 
Qotfcorp  were  of  the  same  house ;  yet  the  duke,  nephew  to 
Charles  XII.  and  his  mesumptiye  hdr,  had  an  hereditary 
aversion  to  the  kin^  of  Denmark,  who  was  qipressing  bim  in 
his  minority.  The  hishop  of  Lubeck,  a  brother  of  his  father^s, 
and  administrator  of  this  unfortunate  pupil's  dominions,  saw 
himself  between  the  Swedish  army,  which  he  durst  not  assist, 
and  the  Eussian,  Danish,  and  Saxon  army,  which  threatened 
extremities.  Endeavours,  however,  were  to  be  used  for  saving 
Charles's  troops,  without  giving  offence  to  the  king  of  Den- 
inark,  who  was  now  become  master  of  the  country,  and  drain* 
iug  it  of  all  its  suL stance. 

The  bishop-administrator  of  Holstein  was  entirely  governed 
by  the  famous  baron  Gortz,  the  most  crafty  and  enter- 
prisiiicf  of  men.  Gortz  had  a  private  conference  with  Stein- 
bock  at  Ltsum,  and  promiacd  him  he  would  deliver  into  hig 
Iiands  the  fortress  of  Tonningeii,  without  briuirliig  into  ques- 
tion the  bishop-administrator  his  master;  and  at  the  same 
time  the  king  of  Denmark  received  assurances  from  him  that 
it  should  not  be  delivered  up.  Steinbock  appeared  before 
Tonningen ;  the  governor  refused  to  open  the  gates ;  this 
prevented  all  cause  of  complaint  from  the  king  of  Denmark 
agmnst  the  bishop-administrator ;  but  Gortz  caused  an  order 
for  admitting  the  Swedish  ami}  into  Tonningen  to  be  made 
out  in  the  name  of  the  young  duke.  Stamke,  the  cabinet 
secretary,  added  the  duke's  signature :  thus  Gortz  only  im- 
plicated a  child,  who  had  no  right  as  yet  to  give  orders  :  at 
the  same  time  he  served  the  king  of  iSweden,  whose  favour 
he  was  courting,  and  he  obliged  the  bishop-administrator,  his 
master,  wlio  appeared  not  to  consent  to  the  admission  of  the 
Swedish  army.  The  governor  of  Touniugen,  who  was  easily 
practised  on,  delivered  up  the  town  to  the  Swedes  ;  and  Gortz 
cleared  himself  as  well  as  he  could  with  the  kinpf  of  Denmark, 
protesting  that  all  had  been  done  contrary  to  his  advice. 
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ThflQgh  the  Swedish  array  was  thus  roceivod,  part  into  the 
i0im  and  part  under  its  cannon,  yet  this  did  not  saTe  it : 
genecal  Stembock  was  obliged  to  surrender  himself  prisomer 
cf  war  nith  eleven  thousand  men,  as  about  sixteen  th<rasai&d 
had  surrendered  after  the  battle  of  Poltava.  It  was  agreed 
Unt  Steinbock,  with  his  officers  and  soldiers,  mieht  be  ran* 
wmmed  or  eninfed;  SlembodL's  ransom  was  settled  at  eight 
thousand  impernl  erawBB;  sa  ineoiisidexmble  sum,  yet  for 
want  of  it  that  general  remmed  a  prisoner  at  Copenhagen 
til  Us  ^leatL  ^Kie  tanitrnm  Bnlitein  contmaed  under 
AediaoKelaon  of  an  incensed  oownimr;  and  ikm  joamg  dnke 
wm  the  object  of  the  king  of  PanmMk'^s  revenge,  ror  tiie 
rinse  which  Gk>rtz  had  mads  of  kknune.  Tbua  CharisB  tte 
!hv«Lfth's  whole  family  becMBe  iimlTed  in  his  unslartunes. 

Metiy  though  his  schevm  wete  luiUd,  still  intent  on 
ao&ig  a  capital  part  in  this  mtSaaan^  reassumed  a  project 
IniaS  eatoiwiiedof  piotaMiii^ 
IMMskoMm  Germany. 

The  king  of  Denmark  was  at  the  gates  of  Toimiimtn; 
fihsoige,  dbetor  of  Hanover,  coveted  the  duchies  of  Bremen 
aad  Tesden,  mi^  the  town  of  Stode ;  f^derick  William,  the 
Mr  kfaig  of  J^usia,  had  east  hs  eyeoQ  Stettin ;  and  Peter  Z. 
was  pxepsanng  to  make  himself  master  of  Finland.  Thus  a 
Bsrtition  was  prqjeoted  of  all  Chaiies  the  Twelfth's  fanesgii 
dminions ;  but  the  problem  QcMi  proposed  to  himself  was  to 
reconcile  such  •  ymMj-  of  intoests  with  their  imsiiridity. 
fie  negotiatedy  at  ite  sane  time,  with  all  tbe  prinoos  «Dn^ 
eemed :  di^  nd  nieht  he  was  postuig  from  one  pvoriBoe  to 
another f  he  prevsutd  with  ike  governor  of  Bremen  ml 
Yerden  to  delkeir  up  l^ose  two  duchios  to  the  dleetar  ef 
finrfer  in  sequesintaon,  lest  the  Baaaes  might  sdae  m 
IhflDi  for  theamhes.  !^  hia  addiess  witii  the  king  of 
RnsBH^  that  prince  oonseiited  to  take  on  him  the  aeqwa» 
tnalieB  of  Stettin  and  WiaaBar^  j(an%  with  fioktSKDi; 
idnek  aMais  the  king  of  I^emnaiik  would  no  longer  mebst 
Hjolatain,  jot  get  entrance  into  Toimmgen*  It  was  eeitnnl^ 
an  odd  inj  w  serving  Charles  XIL  to  put  his  teiriUttisa 
nl  strong  places  into  the  hands  of  those  who  might  keep 
thsBL  far  erer ;  but  GM^rts,  by  putting  those  powars  in  pes- 
ssisiuM  of  the  towns,  by  way  of  hoi^age,  feraed  them  tea 
neutialily,  at  least  for  some  time;  hoping  that  afteiwaito 
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HwfcfflTffT  mni  Brandenbiug  mig^t  be  induce^  to  dedaie  is» 
Swedoi.  '30  was  also  Imnging  into  his  yiews  tlie  king  <£ 
Pfihuiii  whose  ruined  dominions  stood  in  immediate  needcf 
paeee :  in  shorty  he  waa  for  rendeiinj^  himself  a  neceBsaiy 
Ma  to  ali  the  jprineea.  Se  diapoaed  i£  Gharies  the  TwelM's 
fMiamf  m  a  guardian,  who  to  aaye  one  part  of  the^ataie 
cfa  reduced  to  distress,  and  inoapalue  of  transaatilig 
Ua  WBtfB  himself,  sacrifices  the  other.  Ail  this  he  did  wiili- 
aw  fccmal  i^tkn^  witheiiit  any  othar  authority  for  his 
procewirea  than  a  commiaBion  from  the  bishop  of  Tintwrfr, 
who  himself  woa  in  no  way  aathorised  by  Charles. 

At  £c8t  all  tilings  went  well ;  Gortz  eoneluded  a  twaiif 
wilikihe  hiag  of  Prussia  (June^  1713),  by  whidi  tUanonar^ 
flOgaged,  oa  iielding  Stettin  in  eefueatxatioiv  to  fKmrve  the 
MB^af  Pomenmia £»r  Chades  XTI.  In  e(»M|iiaBaa ef  Miia 
lareaty,  Gortz  proposed  ta  Meyerfeld,  governor  of  Pomerania^ 
for  the  facilitating  of  a  peace,  todeliyer  SMtin  to  the  Mng 
of  Pni8Bi%  belienng  the  Swede,  who  was  gofemor  of  Stelinly 
might  be  as  pliant  as  the  jHjolrteuMr  goTemor  of  S^emanaD; 
hut  €barlea*a  officers  were  not  used  lo  obey  such  oraera. 
lleyerfeld  answered,  that  if  Stettin  was  entered,  st  should  be 
0¥Wf  hm  body  and  the  nana  of  the  plaoe.  He  acquainted  his 
numhr  with  this  stiange  oyeitoe:  tihe  coweier  found  Charles 
a  etpthw  <^  Diemirtasn,  after  his  adyeature  at  Bender.  It 
waa  then  questioaed  whether  Charles  weuLd  not  be  detained 
naoaer  in  Turloey  all  his  life,  and  be  sent  to  some  idand  ia 
vbe  Jlxck^pelago  or  Aeia.  Chadesj  in  his  obscure  ooafcp* 
naat,  seat  te  Meyerfield  tiie  Yery  aaaie  offdar  he  had  aenk  te 
lleudMiek;  that  he  must  die  sooner  itea  anbmit  to  tie 
faaay;  ai^beaaiofleaibleashittaetL 

seeing  that  an  his  meMaiea  were  disecmcerted  l^* 
tiie  goyemor  of  Stditia,  who  woald  not  hear  of  aoj  aenMily 
oreeqaeatfation^&nned  the'projeot  not  only  of  haying  SteMna 
aefBeatrated,  bat  also  Stnisond;  and  he  fimnd  means  ta 
mug  the  long  of  Folaad^  eleetor  of  SucQay,  into  a  Hko 
taeaty  £v  StMlaond,  as  he  had  made  with  tibe  aigetor  <f 
Braaikalmr^  for  Stettin.  He  dearly  saw  it  waa  iiaposaiMe 
fiirtiie  SweoM  to  keep  thoae  phMsa  witheat  money  andaa 
amy;  and  by  these  seqaestnlions  he  hoped  to  maefie  tlie 
aeoiirge  of  warftonall  thenortti*  Demaark  itself  Katened 
to  Gdrta'a  neg^>tiaiion0..  Prince  Mentohikof^  the  eaK^s  gone- 
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111  and  frTOurite,  eagerly  came  to  his  lure^  being  made  to 
Mieve  that  Holatein  might  be  given  np  to  his  master  the 
csar :  he  ci^oled  that  moxutrch  with  the  plan  of  drawing  a 
canal  from  Hobtein  into  the  Baltic^  an  undertaking  max 
which  nothing  could  have  been  thought  of  more  to  i&  tafete 
of  that  enteipnaing  founder;  and  edpecially  with  the  ao^- 
sition  of  a  new  power  in  beocnning  one  of  the  princes  of  the 
German  empire,  and  thus  being  entitled  to  a  Tote  at  the 
diet  of  Batisbon/which  he  could  always  second  with  a  good 
army. 

The  many  different  forms  this  volunteer  negotiator  as- 
sumed, the  various  ways  he  turned  himself,  and  the  many 
parts  he  acted,  are  without  a  parallel.  He  even  engaged 
prince  Mentchikof  to  destroy  that  same  city  of  Stettin  which 
that  general  was  for  saving,  and  to  bombard  it,  that  Meyer- 
fold  the  governor  might  be  obliged  to  deliver  it  up  on  se- 
questration. Thus  he  ventured  to  offend  the  kiu^  of  Sweden, 
whom  lie  desired  to  please,  and  whom,  indeed,  to  lii^i  misfor- 
tune, lie  aftijrwarda  pleased  too  much. 

The  king  of  Prussia  seeing  that  a  Kussian  army  was  bom- 
barding Stettin,  began  to  fear  that  the  place  was  lost  to  him, 
and  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  Kussia.  This  was  the  ver}' 
point  to  which  Gortz  wanted  to  bi  ing  liirn.  Prince  Ment- 
chikof wanting  money,  he  procured  him  a  loan  of  four  hun- 
dred thousand  crowns  frooi  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  after- 
wards had  the  governor  of  the  place  treated  with,  when  this 
question  was  put  to  him :  Which  had  you  rather  see,  Stettin 
in  aslies  under  the  dominion  of  Bussia,  or  entrusted  to  the 
king  of  Prussia,  who  will  restore  it  to  the  king  your  master  ? 
T?he  commaudant  at  length  complied.  Mentchikof  entered 
the  city,  and  having  received  tne  four  hundred  thousand 
crowns,  delivered  it  up  with  all  its  districts  to  the  king  of 
Prussia,  wlio,  for  form's  sake,  admitted  two  Holstein  batta- 
lions luto  it ;  but  this  part  of  Pomerania  was  never  restored. 

Baron  Gortz,  after  setting  so  many  springs  in  motion, 
could  not  prevail  on  the  Danes  to  spare  the  province  of  Hol- 
stein, and  lay  aside  their  desi g^n  on  Tonningen.  He  failed  in 
what  seemed  to  be  his  chief  scope ;  but  in  everything  else  ho 
succeeded,  and  especially  in  becoming  a  person  of  importance 
m  the  north,  which  was  indeed  his  main  design. 

■  The  elector  of  HauoTer  had  already  seciurod  Bseaea  and 
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Ytiirden,  Charles  XII.  being  dispossessed  of  it ;  the  Saxons 
were  before  his  city  of  Wism^ ;  Stettin  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  king  of  Prussia;  the  Eussians  weie  going  to  besiege 
Stralsund,  in  conjunction  with  the  Saxons,  who  were  akeMj 
in  the  island  of  Bugen;  and  the  czsr,  in  the  midst  of  so  many 
negotiations  about  neutralities  and  partitions,  had  made  a 
descent  in  Finland.  After  having  bunself  pointed  the  artil- 
lery before  Stralsnnd,  leaving  the  rest  to  his  allies  and  prince 
Mentcfaikof,  he  embarked  in  the  month  of  May  on  board  a 
fifty-gun  ship  built  &om  a  model  of  his  own  at  Petersburg, 
and  steered  for  Finland,  foUowed  bj  ninety-two  galleys  and 
one  hundred  and  ten  half»gaUeyB|  with  sixteen  thousand  land 
fixrces* 

The  descent  was  made  at  Helsbgfors  (May  22,  1718) ; 
the  difSculties  were  many,  yet  it  succeeded :  an  attack  was 
made  by  way  of  diversion  on  one  part,  whilst  the  descent 
was  caneied  on  in  another ;  thus  the  troops  landed,  and  took 
the  town.  The  csar  pushing  his  success,  made  himsdf  master 
of  Borgo  and  Abo,  and  commanded  the  whole  coast.  The 
Swedes  seemed  now  destitute  of  any  further  lesooroe ;  this 
happening  at  that  Tery  time  when  the  Swedish  aimy  under 
Steinbock  had  snxiendered  prisoners  of  war. 

P^ce  Galitsin,  one  of  reter^s  generals,  advanced  from 
Eelsingfors,  where  the  czar  had  landed,  into  the  centre  of 
the  country,  to  the  town  of  Tavasthus,  a  post  which  covered 
Bothnia,  and  was  defended  by  some  Swedish  regiments,  with 
eight  thousand  militia.  An  action  ensuei  (March  18, 1714) 
in  which  the  Bussians  gained  a  complete  victory,  and  dia- 
persed  the  whole  Swedish  army ;  they  afterwards  penetrated 
as  te  as  Yasa,  making  themselves  master  of  the  country  to 
theiezteiit  of  fourscore  leagues. 

The  Swedes  had  still  a  naval  force  with  which  they  kept 
the  sea.  Peter,  desirous  above  all  things  to  si^alise  a  navy 
of  his  own  forming,  had  left  Petersburg,  and  got  together  a 
fleet  of  sixteen  ships  of  the  line,  with  one  hundbred  and 
eighty  galleys  fit  tor  working  through  the  rocks  which 
surround  the  isle  of  Aland,  and  other  islands  not  far  from 
the  coast  of  Sweden.  Here  he  met  with  the  S  wedish  fleet, 
which  in  large  ships  was  much  stronger  than  his,  but  in  gal- 
leys inferior,  consequently  better  adapted  to  fight  in  open  sea 
than  among  rocks  j  thib  was  a  superiority  which  the  czar  owed 
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entiYelj  to  his  own  gemus.  He  Mmd  in  Hs  iMb  as  reai^ 
adminX  aad  leceived  orders  from  admiral  Apraxin.  Peter 
Awired  t«  poftsess  himself  of  the  isle  of  Akna,  whioh  is  hak 
twatve  leagues  from  Sweden ;  in  order  to  do  this  he  waa  to 
liaaB  within  sight  of  the  Swedish  fleet;  tUa  bold  att€»^  mm 
VdCttM ;  the  galleys  cleaied  iAm  waj  under  tifte  enemj'a 
aannon,  whieh  indeed  waa  not  well  served.  The  Bvaakuna 
got  into  Aland»  and  thia  eoaab  bciBg  alnost  eT^rywhere  full 
of  roeksy  aigh^-foor  galleys  wsere  draggad  akmg  a  plaok 
xnad  aeroaa  the  isthmus  of  Hango,  and  launched  agaia  in  tfa^ 
aaik  Erensohild,  the  Swediah  admiral,  caneliided  he  aiM>aH 
Ittve  little  difficulty  in  taking  or  ainkiBg  these  aj^t^gallBjr^ 
.  he  therefore  advanced  towards  them,  but  was  leeeiyed  witk 
fueii  a  fire  as  made  a  bmoI  ierrilde  alau|^ter  among  his 
aoUiem  md  sailora^  Us  galleys  and  pfaoMv  vitdl  ilie  ship  ' 
w  board  ef  whieh,  he  had  bia  fla^  were  taken,  and  m 
buaaetf  escaping  in  a  boal,  was  wounded^  and  at  lengtla 
Magfi  to  aaimiMbr  (August  B).  He  waa  braadUt  ea  « 
bosira  the  gallej  wUeh  the  oair  hisiaelf  maownrn;  tlum 
wmimilsir  U  the  Swedicb  fleet  got  oale  t»  8w«daa»  bttk  tbe 
^onimmiiSmymBuA,  thai  •fsaStodcholndid  aoilibiiik 
itself  safe.  Neislflliy  ii»  onlj  foitraa  assiaining  te 
Sw«dea  ea  ttua  westen  ceaa4  of  Vkiuid^  mm  9k  tiie  ssane 
tinMi  iN»doeed  h j  calooel  fiBraralk^i  after  a  xoto^  ebaikinte 
Kwnntenrfii 

lEkeaettoaof  AhB4.Be«t  te  tbaft  of  BoltaT^  wm  ike  mm* 
gk)tkma  of  I^0tir*s  Kfa.  Ifar  giaatar  of  Knlenili  the  geiwaK 
wmt  of  wbifih  be  left  prinee  Galitaa^.  after  tiiimphiiig^ 
am  the  wbeift  iittfdL  IcHm  o£  Sw«dstt,  he  xeti^^ 
"imtt  the  tmpestnina  seasea  mi  attowing  hislongarstaY 
in  t AO  seas  of  Iinland  and  Botbnio.  On  bi«  waj  homewaid^ 
9  abm  ame^  wUeb  timatoQed  to  owdl^w  vp  betii  the 
mtora  and  the  YiuMiuBhed*  P^ter  threw  Uauielf  into  a 
boat,  eonfeeiiided  with  the  tevpoat  duriDg  a  passage  e£  tw» 
sea.  laagaasi  amidst  deep  daiKnees  and  inmunanSle  ree&^ 
Mubedaporty  lighted  a  beaesn,  and  tbns  saved  tiie  whole 
of  bis  vieteiT-.  Peterabury  them  witnessed  another  triumphal 
proeessiiQaiL  In  thia  qse^ade,  the  first  exhibition  was  the 
bringing  into  Croftslot  harbour  of  nine  Swedish  giiJleys, 
seven  pramea  carowded  with  prisoners,  and  adnurai  ii)ren?< 
9child'a.  ship^ 
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ffiet  Sumnr  flng^liip  &ad  on  boicd  Ifte  caataen,  cotowBy 
aftiiteadBriiitilmmm  coBqi^  ^  these 

spoils  were  carried  to  Petersburg,  the  fioflsiaB  army  mav^iiig 
vtL  Qcte  of  Mile.  Ihe  tfiusaphal  aroh,  iriueh  tbe^  ezsr, 
aeeordia^  t»  cwtoa,  lad  hinmf  desig^sed,  was  deeoraled 
lotk  Ite  cnaklms  of  sltt  his  Ticfcoriet;  mder  ifc  paaaed  the 
OBMpeoKiKr,  heaM  hy'  aitesral  Apmm  r  the  caaar  ISoOfifirBd 
faina  astmiMdannd,  ondtiitt^o^er  officm  acoof^g  to  thor 
lanik ;  l&t^  vere  wSk  proscntedl  to-the  tie&*eKar  BomadonoMi, 
who  distributed  gold  medals  among  the  officers,  and  merj 
soldier  and  sailor  had  one  of  Gdlrer.  The  Swedisli  prisoners 
also  paaaed  under  this  areh :  and  admiral  Erenschild  imme- 
diatdj  followed  the  czar,  his  conqueror.  On  coming  to  the 
throne,  where  the  vice-czar  sat,  admiral  Aprazin  presented 
to  him  rear-admiral  Peter,  who^  in  obedience  to  a  command 
from  the  throne,  submitted  an  oral  report  of  the  engage- 
m6!Et«  Apraxin  then  solicited  for  hia  comrade  the  rank  of 
vice-admiral,  in  recompense  of  hia  serrioes:  this  daim, 
which  had  been  once  bei  [ore  preferred  and  rejected^  wm  mw 
admitted  without  demur. 

Afber  this  august  comedy,  Peter,  resuming  the  czar,,  thus 
addressed  the  Kussians  around  him: — Friends,'*  said  he, 
**  which  of  jou,  only  thirty  years  ago,  would  ever  have 
thought  that  a  day  would  come  when  you  and  I  should 
build  vessels  on  the  Baltic ;  when  tvc  should  found  a  city  in 
that  country,  conquered  by  our  toils  and  our  valour,  and 
should  sec  so  many  Russians  become  victorious  soldiers  and 
skilful  sidlorg  ?  Could  you  possibly  have  foreseen  that  sucli 
a  multitude  of  highly-instructed  men,  industrious  artificers, 
and  dibtinguished  artists,  would  come  from  various  parts  of 
Europe  to  make  the  arts  flourish  in  our  native  land ;  that 
we  should  impress  foreign  powers  with  such  respect  fur  ua; 
in  one  word,  that  so  much  glory  was  destined  for  us  ? 

History  shows  us  that  Greece  was  anciently  the  as)  1  urn 
of  all  the  sciences;  and  that,  driTen  from  that  heautiful 
country  by  the  revolutions  of  the  times,  they  spread  over 
Italy,  and  thence  into  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  It  was  in 
consequence  of  the  negligence  of  our  ancestors  that  they 
stopped  short  in  Poland,  and  could  not  reach  us  ;  hut  at  one 
time  the  Germans  and  Poles  were  plunged  into  the  same 
darkness  of  ignorance  in  which  we  languished  till  a  recent 
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period.  Itimlijthe  exerCioiisof  tbeiriorereigiiJiihitti^^ 
eyes  were  opened ;  thej  have  inbecifted  the  adencee^  the  polity, 
and  the  arts  of  Greece. 

^  Oor  tarD  ia  at  U»t  oome,  if  yoa  will  aeoond  me  in  my 
nndertakiug,  if  joa  will  add  lahoitr  to  obedienoe.  Tim 
tiaiiBinigratioii  of  the  ecjenees  and  aita  nuvf  he  oompazed  to 
the  cucubtion  of  the  blood.  I  hope  that  the  how  inll  come 
whea,  abendoning  Gterman^r,  Eranee,  and  Buf^d,  tii^  win 
Teaudn  aome  time  with  as,  in  tiieir  way  hock  to  Greece,  their, 
country." 


CHAPTER  XXVL 

CHABLES    XTT.    LIBEBATED    FROM    CAPTITITY  —  POLITICAL 
ASPECT  OF  EUEOPE  AT  THAT  PERIOD — PROJECT  OF  PEACE 

TiKTWREN  THE  CZAB  AUD  THE  KING  OF  SWEDEN'  ^PETER's 

SECOKB  TISIX  TO  HOLLAJm — CABALS  Of  ALBEBO^I  A2n> 
GOBTZ. 

The  regency  of  Stoekholm,  exasperated  by  the  deplorable 
atate  of  afiaire  and  tiie  absence  of  the  king,  had  at  length 
come  to  a  zesolntion  to  consult  him  no  longer,  and  imme* 
diately  after  the  czar's  na?al  Tictoiy,  they  bad  asked  the 
victors  passport  for  an  officer^  who  was  to  can^  proposals  of 
peace.  A  passport  was  sent;  bet  just  then  nnncess  Ulzica- 
tfeonors^  Ghariesthe  Twelfth's  sister,  received  advice  that  the 
king  her  brother  was  at  length  preparing  to  leave  Turkey, 
and  come  in  person  to  defend  his  country.  This  put  a  stc^ 
to  the  negotiator's  journey.  Charles,  after  a  stay  in  Turkey 
of  five  years  and  some  months^  left  it  towards  the  end  of 
October,  1714,  and  reached  Strdsnnd  November  22.  Baron 
Gortz  was  soon  with  him,  and  though  the  author  of  part  of 
his  misfisrtunes,  he  justified  himself  so  artfully,  and  laid 
before  the  king  such  brilliant  hopes,  that  he  riveted  himself 
in  his  confidence,  as  he  had  gained  that  at  all  the  ministers 
and  princes  with  whom  he  had  neeotiated.  Hie  brought  him 
to  believe  that  he  would  detach  the  czar's  'allies  from  him, 
the  consequence  of  which  must  be  an  honourable  peace,  or. 
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afe  least,  an  equal  war.  Erom  this  moment  Grbrtz  obtained  a 
•mucli  greater  swaj  oYer  tHe  mind  of  CfaarleB  than  ever  count 
Pip  or  oould  do. 

Charles  found  Europe  in  a  Yety  different  state  from  that 
in  which  he  had  left  it.  Anne,  queen  of  England,  died  soon 
After  making  a  peace  with  France ;  Louis  XIY.  had  secured 
Spain  to  his  grandson,  and  obliged  the  emperor  of  Germany, 
Caarles  YI.,  and  the  Dutch  to  conclude  a  peace.  The  afiairs 
of  the  north  had  undergone  a  greater  change;  Peter  was 
become  ftrbiter  in  that  part  of  the  world.  The  elector  of 
Hanover,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  throne  of  England, 
ftimed  at  enlarging  his  territories  in  Germany,  at  the 
expense  of  Sweden,  whose  Geman  possessions  wwe  the 
conquests  of  the  great  Gustavus.  The  king  of  Denmark 
was  bent  on  recovering;  Schonen,  the  best  province  of 
Sweden,  and  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  Danes. 
The  king' of  Prussia,  as  heir  to  the  dukes  of  Pomerania, 
claimed,  at  least,  part  of  that  province :  on  the  other  hand, 
the  house  of  Hobtein,  opnressed  by  the  king  of  Denmark ; 
and  the  duke  of  Mecklenbiurg,  who  was  in  a  manner  at 
open  war  with  his  subjects,  solicited  the  protection  of  Pet^. 
The  king  of  Poland,  elector  of  Saxony,  was  desirous  that 
Oourland  might  be  annexed  ix>  Poland.  Thus  fiwm  the^ 
Elbe  to  thcf  fioltic  Sea,  Peter  was  the  support,  as  Charles 
had  been  the  terror,  of  all  the  princes. 

Many  were  the  negotiations  set  on  foot  since  Charles's 
return,  but  without  any  progress ;  he  thought  that  he  could 
assemble  a  sufficient  number  of  men  of  war,  and  not  be 
afiraid  of  the  esai^s  maritune  force;  and  in  the  land  war  he 
relied  on  his  coura^.  As  to  the  expenses,  G^rtz,  who  was 
anddenly  made  pnme  minister,  persuaded  him  they  might 
be  definyed  witn  copper  eoin^  raised  to  ninety-six  times 
above  its  natural  ralue,  which  is  certainly  a  prodigy  in  the 
history  of  government.  But  so  early  as  the  Ist  of  April, 
1716,  Petei^s  ships  took  the  first  Swedish  privateers  which 
put  to  sea  ;;and  a  Russian  army  marehed  into  Pomentnia. 

The  Prussians,  Danes,  and  Saxons  joined  their  forces  be* 
fore  Stralsyuld  (April,  1716),  and  Charles,  after  retlnrnnig 
ficcm  his  prtsons  of  Demirtash  and  Demirtoca;  foohd  him* 
rnHS  besieged  on  the  shore  of  the  Baltic. 

It  was  during  this  fiimous  siege  of  Stralsundi  tiiat  the 
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new  kkg     EngliBd  pweiiied     thaln^  of  Sttnnark  ior 

6(0O|OOO  Oennau  erowms  the  provinoe  of  Bfemeii  and  ¥<hk 
den,  which  the  Danes  had  taken  from  Charles  XU.  Tbm 
Ohfudes's  dominions  were  bought  and  sold,  whilst  he  was 
defiwtda^  fitoidswid  iaoh  hj  inch.  At  kist,  the  place  being  , 
xsinced  to  alien  of  niins,  his  officers  artfully  forced  him 
to  fait  it :  when  he  was  safe,  Duk^  his  genisml  deiimtd  19 
ibose  rams  to  the  king  of  Prussia  (December  15). 

Peter  was  satisfied  with  havmg  ^"-^T^i^j  JBsthonia,  Gaceli% 
and  Ingria,  which  he  looked  on  as  profinces  of  his  dominians, 
and  wiSi  bimiig  farther  added  ta  WmmL  almost  all  Phdand, 
v^ck  was  aa  a  seearilj  in  case  a  peaoaMild  ba  bnmght 
about.  In  the  month  of  April  of  the  same  year  (1715),  he 
had  manied  a  daughter  of  his  l»other's  to  Ciaarles-Leopold, 
dnke  of  Mecklenbaiif .  TbeoB  ail  -the  prinaes  a£  tiba  naiA 
vara  eiUierhB  allies  or  his  mafaoraa.  fia  awed  kiag  Ai^^ 

eai^hteeQ  iliayBaBi  men,  aarilj  dispmad  all  tiMaa  esaahiaap 
tieaa  so  offten  shooting  up  ia  that  seniaarj  <^  lihertf  ^oiA 
muAf ;  and  the  TkAm^  futhfol  to  toitfties,  left  his  pmas 
aad  ids  darigna  Aair  fill  naa^a. 

In  tkia  flawnshing  eoii£tii»,  afaaost  aveoy  daf  pwdaced 
,ne^  artaUishments  nriatiBg  ta  ikB  nary,  armj^  camuMreo, 
ar  tka  kars:  ha  hiiaaalf  drowapaautttuyaodafiw 
faatry.  He  was  founding  a  naral  aeadsMy  at  Patoarimfg. 
Tisay  was  sattia^out  for  ChuM  by  tha  wuy  of  Siberia  on 
ctmtmeaicMinyovoaicMita ;  an^iiaaeza weaa laying  downmapa 
tkroi^hont  the  whole  aaapife.  Thaautwrbwatof  F&tenhaf 
wBa  bnHding :  and  at  the  same  tiana  firts  ^psns  ereetiag  an 
tfaa  Ixtish ;  the  dappsdatiops  of  tiia  tribes  af  Bnloasa  wra 
ohaokedi  and  in  anoifer  part^  tha  Eaban  Tblam  wsra  kB|t 
inanre. 

GSie  nMasure  of  his  pBoi|)erity  seemed  to  be  filled  up  Una 
MftE^  a  son  being  bam  tahiKiijf  his  wife  Gatiiarine,« 
Mrto  biadaaimaaflinaamof  piriaae  Alezis;  but  of  Ite 
foipar  he  ivas  aeon  d^privad  by  death,  and  we  shallsee,  in 
tb0  tegieal  Ate  <^  Aloos,  that  the  birth  of  his  son,  could 
not  be  aaeaaiatoda  hatyitiaBs. 

The  esaritaa*s  delivery  interrupted  the  journeys  in  which 
she  continually  attended  her  hu^aud  both  by  laAd  and  aea ; 
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hmi  OK  the  Ant  reooveiy  of  her  strength,  she  acoom^uiied 
Mm  in  new  expeditions. 

Wismar  was  tlien  besieged  by  all  the  czaar^fl  allies.  This 
town  W18  another  of  those  German  acquisitions  which  the 
peace  of  Westphalia  had  secured  to  the  Swedes ;  yet  at 

leoQgth,  like  Stralsimdj  it  was  obliged  to  siirrcndor.  The 
czar's  allies  lost  no  time  in  making"  tiiemsi'lvcs  masters  of  it 
before  his  troops  arrived  ;  but  Peter  liimsL'lf  coming  before 
the  town  after  the  capitulation,  which  had  been  transacted 
without  him,  made  tlie  garrison  prisoners  of  war  (Feb.,  1716). 
He  highly  resented  that  his  allies  should  leave  to  the  king  of 
Denmark  a  town  which  should  naturally  belong  to  the  duke 
of  Mecklenburg,  the  prince  on  whom  he  had  1)  est  owed  his 
niece ;  and  this  resentment,  of  wiiich  Gortz  soon  avaiied 
himself,  gave  the  first  rise  to  his  project  for  a  peace  between 
the  c/ar  and  Charles  the  Twelfth.  Gfertz,  from  this  moment, 
represented  to  Peter  the  Great  that  Sweden  was  sufficiently 
weakened,  and  that  Denmark  and  Prussia  ought  not  to  be 
too  much  aggrandised.  The  czar  was  precisely  of  the  same 
opinion ;  thenceforth  he  acted  indolently  against  Sweden ; 
and  Charles  the  Twelfth  being  everywhere  unfortunate  in 
Germany,  resolved  to  carry  the  war  into  Norway;  one  of 
those  desperate  steps  which  success  alone  can  justify. 

The  czar,  in  the  mean  time,  undertook  a  second  tour 
through  Europe.  The  first  he  had  made  as  a  person  who 
sought  information  in  the  arts  and  manufnctures  ;  the  second 
he  performed  as  a  prince  desirous  of  eoimng  at  the  secrets  of 
foreign  courts.  He  carried  his  consort  to  Copenhagen,  Lu- 
beck,  Schwerin,  and  jS  eustadt ;  he  had  a  meeting  with  the 
kir^  of  Prussia  at  the  small  town  of  Aversburg,  thence  they 
proceeded  to  Hamburg,  and  Altona,  lately  burnt  by  the 
Swedes,  but  now  parSy  rebuilt.  At  length  he  reached 
Amsterdam,  and  tlu*  little  dwelling  at  Sardam,  where 
about  eighteen  years  before  he  had  learned  the  art  of  ship- 
building; he  now  found  it  improved  into  a  eomplete  and 
pleasant  structure,  still  known  by  the  name  of  fhe  princess 
luime.  It  may  be  judged  with  what  joy  and  fondness  he  was 
received  by  a  community  of  traders  and  mariners,  whose 
companion  he  had  been  :  tliey  looked  on  the  victor  of  Poltava 
st&  their  pupil,  who  bad  ^Minded  trade  and  nffvigotiou  in  his 
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empire,  and  had  kanit  among  thrai  to  gain  nsni  Tietoriea ; 
they  accounted  him  as  one  of  their  .fellow*dtiMiiiB  xaiaed  to 

the  imperial  dignity. 

The  czaritza  had  remained  at  Schwerin,  heing  far  advanced 
in  her  third  pregnancy  since  her  marriage ;  however,  she  was 
no  sooner  ahle  to  travel  than  she  proceeded  to  Holland  after 
the  czar.  At  "Wesel  she  was  delivered  of  a  prince,  who  died 
the  next  day.  With  us  it  is  not  customary  for  a  woman  to 
travel  immediately  after  her  lyiog-in  j  but  the  czaritza  within 
ten  days  reached  AiiisterdaQi. 

The  czar  continued  t  lirec  months  in  Holland.  The  Hague, 
ever  aiuce  tlio  peace  of  iXiineguen,  Eyswick,  and  Utrecht,  had 
been  reputed  the  centre  of  the  neo;otiations  of  Europe,  and 
was  chiefly  inhabited  by  niinistei-.s  fruui  all  courts,  and  by 
travellers  resorting  tliitlier  to  improve  tliemselves  in  this 
universal  academy  of  politics.  A  great  re\  ohition  in  Europe 
was  then  on  the  anvil ;  the  czar,  wlio  was  privy  to  the  de- 
sign, prolonged  his  stay  in  the  Netherlands,  that  he  might 
l)c  nearer  at  hand  to  see  at  once  what  intrigues  were  carry- 
ing on  in  the  south  and  in  the  north,  and  to  prepare  for  the 
part  it  would  become  him  to  act.  He  perceived  that  his 
allies  were  not  a  little  jealous  of  his  power ;  and  that^  very 
often,  friends  are  more  troublesome  than  enemies. 

Mecklenburg  was  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  those 
unavoidable  variances  between  neighbouring  princes,  in  a 
division  of  conquests.  Peter  was  not  willing  the  Danes 
should  take  Wismar  for  themselves,  and  much  less  that  they 
should  demolish  its  fortifications ;  yet  had  they  done  both. 

The  duke  of  Mecklenburg,  to  Whom  he  had  married  his 
niece,  was  openly  protected  by  him  against  the  nobiHty  of 
the  country ;  and  they,  on  the  other  band,  had  a  patron  in 
the  king  of  England.  Peter  also  began  to  be  very  much 
displeased  with  the  king  of  Poland,  or  ratlier  with  his  firat 
.  minister,  count  Fleming,  who  was  for  throwing  off  the  yoke 
of  dependency  which  had  been  imposed  by  force  and  acta.of 
benevolence. 

The  courts  of  England  and  Poland,  Denmark  and  Hoi- 
stein,  Mecklenburg  and  Brandenburg,  were  distracted  with 
intrigues  and  cabals. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1716,  and  the  beginning  of  1717, 
Gortz,  who,  according  to  Bassewitz's  Memoirs,  was  weary  oi 
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Iba  bare  name  of  ooonBollor  of  Holstein,  and  of  being  onlj  a 
oilaiidertiiie  plenipotentiary  of  Charlat  the  Twelfth,  Imd  been 
the  first  mover  of  all  these  intrignea ;  and  be  now  xeaohred  to 
make  use  of  them  for  raising  commotiona  in  Europe.  Hia 
scheme  was  to  zeeoneile  Charlea  XII.  and  the  czar,  and 
nnite  them,  with  a  view  of  replacing  Stanialaus  on  the  throne 
of  Poland;  and  diapoaaeeaing  tiie  king  of  Englsnd,  C^rge 
tbe  Fint,  of  Bremen  and  Yeroen,  and  even  driTing  bim  from 
the  Britkb  throne,  which  woidd  dieable  bun  from  e?er  ag- 
grandising himself  with  the  apoib  of  Charles.  ^ 

There  was  at  the  same  time  a  minister  of  bis  temper,  who 
aimed  at  the  oreiihiow  of  England  and  France ;  thia  waa 
cardinal  Alberoni,  wboae  sway  in  Spain  exceeded  that  of 
Oaria  in  Sweden ;  bold  and  enterpriaing  as  himself,  but  with 
mncb  more  power,  being  at  the  bead  of  an  opulent  king- 
dom, and  paying  bis  creatorea  in  other  com  than  copper. 
€K>rts,  finmi  the  diatant  ahorea  of  the  Baltic,  aoon  ^nmc^ 
conneziona  with  the  court  of  Madrid ;  both  Alberoni  and  be 
^gently  corresponded  with  all  the  Engliah  fiisitiyeB  who 
bad  dechred  for  the  Stuart  family.  The  Swedisn  minister 
posted  into  all  the  countriea  where  be  could  meet  with  any 
of  king  George's  enemies,  as  Oennany,  Holland,  Elandera, 
Lonain,  and,  towards  the  dose  of  the  year  1716,  to  Paria. 
Cardinal  Alberoni  began  with  aending  him  to  Buna  a  mil- 
lion of  French  livres,  that  he  might  begin  to  Jire  the  iramf 
as  Albfflroni  expressed  himself. 

Gortz  was  for  having  Charles  make  considerable  conces- 
sions to  Peter,  and  indemnify  himself  on  his  enemies,  that 
he  might  have  his  hands  I'rco  to  attempt  a  descent  in  Scot- 
land, whilst  the  partisans  of  the  Stuarts,  after  so  many  fruit- 
less insurrections,  i-Lould  take  up  anus  in  England.  The 
accomplishment  of  these  projects  required  that  the  king  of 
England  should  be  deprived  of  his  greatest  support,  the 
regent  of  IVance.  That  France  should  be  unitea  with  the 
king  of  England  against  the  grandson  of  Louis  XTV.,  whom, 
at  such  an  immense  expense  and  efi'usion  of  blood,  it  had 
placed  on  the  throne  of  Spain  against  the  combination  of  so 
many  powerful  enemies,  was  something  extraordinary ;  but 
at  that  time  everything  was  out  of  its  natural  course,  and 
the  interest  of  the  regent  was  not  that  of  the  kingdom. 
Alberoni  was  already  machinating  a  conspiracy  in  France 
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■gHMi  tt»  Tcmi.  fh»  |im  of  tidt  nii  esteem  i« 
ttOBer  Ihrnwiii,  tluM  tiht  winiiiliitTiii  fhr  twiflwl  iiig  ltiwf# 
Wd.  GWrts  being  fini;  in  tt»  ieeral^  mm  4o  go  intai  Bily, 
dtfgiiiMi|jii  order  te«iBiir  witttiwPwiimiiicii'  mttoneigli* 
tamood  0t  SoM;  tiiaioe  b»  was  to  iHotaa  taMk  to  iim 
HmB,  to  MO  tho  wnr;  «id  bo  was  to  pot  tbe  finMfamg  bui 
to  d  wi&  Ibo  kk«  €£  Swote. 

Ao  fihroCA  Bi&oler  bad  lekmod  to  HioBa^ 
of  iiw  year  171,6,  viHk  bOla  of  najtmasB  Albemn,  aod 
tiie  ciedeiitiiilB  of  a  ^Mupatoniiary  nom  ObvliB,^  It  ia 
OBitu.  Hiat  KeatBndoE^o  V^^^  ^^^^  ^  baro  naon  on 
OhulBa^B  laaking  a  deaeeaft  ftom  iMcnniy  into  the  noitb  of 
Booliaad,  TUa  prinoe,  wbo  bad  not  been  aMe  to  pieaent 
Ui  doBBuiioHi  m  Ooniimiy,  was  going  to  infado  moao  of 
OTotliar.  And  tbaa  aftv  tba  prim  of  BearirtaA,  and  Ao 
aahea  of  atndamid,  ha  wodd  arami  tbo  aoa  of  Jaaaea  ai» 
Landau,  aa  bo  bad  plaoed  fltwiiidaaa  on  tbo  ilnno  at 
Vizaaw; 

ft  ia  oertain  M  Paler  was  ao^aanaied  wilb  ikko  plan, 
as  n^ppeam  from  tbe  lettera  wWdi  passed  between  Odfts 
and  Gyllenborg,  tbe  9wedirii  aninister  in  London,  wlncli  were 
aeiaad  upon,  and  are  now  printed.  Besides,  it  is  known 
tbat  V^lter  not  only  negotiated  with  Gorte  throngli  prince 
Kurakin,  bat  that  he  also  kept  np  communications  with  tiie 
partisans  of  the  Pretender  in  Scotland  and  England,  through 
lis  Scotch  physician  Erskine ;  and  also  that  he  was  very 
Bsaeb  offended  with  the  Dutch  for  arresting  Gortz,  and  was 
indignant  with  the  English  for  publishing  tlie  intercepted 
oonespondence,  in  which  his  name  occurred.  The  czar 
was  so  enraged  at  kinf?  GeorEre,  that  he  not  only  loudly 
and  publicly  abused  him,  but  they  carefullv  avoided 
each  other,  when  Gt3orge  came  twice  to  Hollaud  during 
Peter's  sojourn  ia  that  country  (1717).  Peter  expressly 
excused  Lis  conduct  towards  the  Dutch  ambassador,  whom 
he  caused  to  be  arrested,  and  whose  papers  he  ordered  to 
be  seized,  by  alleging  that  the  Dutch  had  arrested  Goriz.  It 
is  clear  that  Peter  took  more  interest,  and  participated  more 
dee|dy  than  Charles  XII.,  in  the  cabals  ]k  Iweeu  Aiberoni 
and  (xortz,  the  partisans  of  the  Pretender  and  tho  malcontents 
in  JhsaiCGf  because  one  of  the  chief  points  of  the  preliou- 
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cariei  of  peace  agreed  upon  hy  Peter  (in  Lofoe)  «bodij 
belbre  Charles's  doith,  relates  to  the  PieteDder.  In  addition 
ii^tiuB,  Coze  sMMyfkat  at  a  stiH  later  poriiML  AUMnponi  sent 
4jhe  duke  of  Ormond  to  Busaia,  to  enter  into  a  close  alliance 
with  Peter.  A  modem  Pmck  iuataian  ii  not  hr  frooi  Hie 
truth  in  dedaimg  iiiat  tka  vrhole  of  these  iaimh  were  a 
swindle  on  the  part  of  the  scambbns  ai^  eiivmngmA  Gocts» 
who  was  inexhaustible  in  schemes ;  for  he,  Gy]|flaika|^flmm^ 
jiad  others,  undoubtedly  availed  themselves  of  Hie  4R'edulity 
of  ifte  Jacoiutee^iii  order  to  obtaialKM)00  guineas  in  EDgtand, 
and  100,000  livrea  £roBa  tin  opponents  of  Gtooige  ia  Prance. 

QjlkaaiboTgf  the  ambasandor  in  London,  was  a  pxnkoipftl 
jQdver  in  ihe  wlude  Bcheme.  When  the  Danes  by  aceidenik 
imid  the  kitetra  whidi  idated  to  it  m  b  Swedish  ship,  the 
Soglidi  eaiind  aconnteMt  to  lie  »aie  <^  ilie  (Shrad^ 
op^ind  all  Ae  Mdmanior'a  lctfeeri,iiid;fiiu^r«ra0tedthe 
juBHter  Uanelf  (9tk  Mbfoniy,  1717);  aad  tin  JJlMk,  ^ 
ihmt  zeqneflt,  sened  upon  the  foaaa  of  CMrte. 

CharlsBXII.  csvued  HieEngii^  amfeeBWidflg  Jeefceep  to 
te«etted|  aadeKclmiged  Mm  for  GyHeoherg.  He  tefaecfe 
tiie  ZMchcoDfliiitiie  court;  tiie dike  of  Hotetem liiterested 
Inmedf  alio  in  finpour  o£  €IMs,  lmtiheBtatei<tf€MldraB 
had  alseaif  eet  kun  «fe  liberty,  and  fcnna&f  prwMnd  Urn 
their  pratecUoii.  OortE  deoee  firoaa  tlie  plaoe  of  Ida  oowfao* 
snent  into  JUnhdhn  in  a  ooach  dsem  W  six  horsea^  and 
ilmr  moE^aBMngat  the  P^^^  ^Hm»  WMmmoni  ctowied 
far  tibe  lan^  of  Sweden,  ne  ozar .  solanily  denied  all 
paetic^atiffli  m  tlie  oabaiB,  and  eien  took  a  joumer  to  Faria 
(May,  1717),  wtee  Iionia  XIT,  kad  Mfiiaed  Ua  Tot  en  bla 
fint  jooniep.  Ae  xegent  wonkL  tiiido«bteAy  aafter  aKit 
have  seen  hiin  in  kaa  capital,  nemtkeleai  he  bini  an 
htittanaMe  aad  eaemoniovi  neoeptkni.  Bnt&in  i^bi&  mO' 
niant  eC  liii  nnhal  A  these  poena 
oar;  tiiegriddiiin  Uai  iiamd  tmaga  wUck  he  waabad 
tedbeflree.  ''Iamaeold]«»''keeud;  ""iMidaadWese 
alllwit;  Ilike  eniaHiooH  hettar  than  krge.  Ida  net 
vbh  to  WiB  abenirni  elate  and  tin  aouany  people  Hie 
iiefaaed  AeAptetmeolefeefaredfor  bna  in  tfaelMvie,  and 
iMk  up  hie  abode  m  ttielfonu^at  tl^  H6td  IwriigeidM, 
hdongingtolteriMdFffleML  BnliaraUkiB  desketeaivU 
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ceremony  and  adulation,  lie  could  not  entirely  escape  from  the 
inj^enious  stratagems  of  French  politeness.  Happening"  to 
dine  with  the  Duke  d'Antin  at  liis  chaieau  of  Petitbourg, 
three  leagues  from  ]\iris,  he  perceived  after  the  entertain- 
ment that  his  own  portrait,  painted  on  the  spot,  had  been  just 
put  up  in  the  dining-room,  and  he  couid  not  but  feel  that  the 
French,  above  any  other  people  iu  the  world,  knew  how  to 
receive  so  noble  a  guest. 

He  was  still  more  surprised,  when,  going  to  see  medals 
struck  in  that  long  gallery  of  the  Louvre,  where  all  the  king's 
artists  have  such  elegant  apartments,  a  medal,  on  being 
struck,  fell  on  the  floor,  and  the  czar  eagerly  stooping  to 
take  it  Wj,  found  it  to  be  a  medal  of  himself,  and  on  the 
reverse  a  Tame,  with  these  words  of  Virgil,  so  suitable  to 
Peter  the  G-reat,  Vires  acquirit  eundo :  a  delicate  and  noble 
alluBion,  and  equally  adapted  to  his  travels  and  leputatian. 
The  Suasitti  mooareh,  and  all  his  attendants,  were  presented 
with  some  of  these  medab  in  gold.  On  his  visiting  the  artists, 
all  the  finest  pieces  were  laid  at  his  feet,  with  an  humble 
request  that  he  would  deign  to  accept  of  them.  And  when 
he  went  to  see  the  tapestry  of  the  Gobelins,  the  carpets  of 
the  Savonnerie,  the  working  rooms  of  the  king's  sculptors, 
painters,  goldsmiths,  and  mathematieal  instruo^t  makers  ; 
whatever  seemed  particularly  to  engage  his  eye,  was  offered 
to  him  in  the  king's  name.  Peter  being  a  mechanic,  an 
artist,  and  a  geometrician,  went  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
where,  with  his  own  hand,  he  corrected  several  geogiapbieal 
errors  in  the  maps  they  showed  him  of  his  dominions,  and 
espedaUy  those  of  the  Caspian  Sea.  He  was  pleased  tiao  to 
become  one  of  the  members,  and  afterwards  kept  up  a  eon- 
atant  correspondence  with  that  illustrious  body. 

On  visiting  the  Sorbonne  the  czar  was  possessed  witii  a 
fierce  rapture  at  the  si^ht  of  cardinal  BicheUeu's  tomb,  the 
beauty  of  which  masterpiece  of  sculpture  scarcely  attracted  his 
eye ;  his  admiration  was  engrossed  oy  the  image  of  a  minister 
whoee  policy,  cruely  crafty,  and  inflexible,  had  emshed  tiie 
aristocracy  of  France^  and  made  the  throne  despotic*  He 
embraced  the  statue  with  this  exclamation, — Or^ai  mm,  I 
waM  have  givm  Mm  one  hdfof  my  dawdmom,  to  ham  ^ 
Hm  kauf  to  govern  ike  tdher"  Before  he  left  Paris,  he  inti- 
mated his  desire  to  see  Madame  de  Maintenon,who  was  then 
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drawing  near,  her  end.  His.  silenoe  at  her  bedside  showed 
that  his  visit  was  prompted  by  no  Tn^p&thj  with  the  intole* 
zant  and.  aapentitious  widow  of  Louis  AlY.,  though  his 
cuxioeily  may  hsTe  been  moved  by  the  sort  of  sioularity 
between  the  marriage  of  Louis  and  his  own.  But  between 
the  king  of  Prance  and  him  there  was  this  difference ;  the 
latter  had  pnbliely  espoused  a  heroine^  and  Louis  only  an 
agreeable  woman,  and  that  in  private. 

In  this  journey  Peter  did  not  take  the  csaritsa  with  him, 
fearing  tlie  incumbrances  of  ceremony ,  and  tiie  cariosity  of  a 
comrt,  little  qualified  to  estimate  the  merit  of  a  woman,  who, 
from  the  banks  of  the  Pruth  to  the  shores  of  Finland,  had,  at 
her  busband^s  side,  fhced  death  both  by  aea  and  land.  In 
txnth,  the  Piench  of  that  time  had  no  sense  of  Peter's  great 
qualities  or  of  his  utilitarian  efforts;  his  pecutisrities  and  his 
barbarism,  however,  surprised  them,  and  his  rude  sad-brutal 
enjoyments  appeared  not  less  to  disclose  total  moral  depravity 
than  the  unheard*of  excesses  of  their  regent,  who  was  the  very 
genius  of  sin.  Nature^  vigour,  a  senM  for  evenrthing  profits 
or  agreeable,  and  an  unceaainj  activity  for  the  improvement 
of  his  people,  distinguished  reter,  notwithstandmg^  all  his- 
moral  corruption:  such  qualities  could  not  be  at  &at  time 
80  justly  eatunated  in  Pans  as  tiiey  were  after  the  revolniion. 

Tet  some  of  the  most  earnest  minds  in  Prance  4M]mired 
the  experiem^  glance  and  akiUul  hand  vrith  which  he  se* 
lected  the  objects  worthy  (tf  his.  attention,  and  the  masters 
whom  he  engaged  to-  instruct  his  people ;  and  his  preference 
of  the  useful  arts  and  sciences,  to  examine  which  he  repeatedly 
visited  the  artists  and  manufacturers  Whose  merit  he  bad  dis- 
cerned. "His  questions  to  learned  men  and  to  artists,*' 
they  say,  "  uniformly  gave  proof  of  his  knowledge,  and  excited 
admiration  of  the  sagacity  of  an  enlarged  mind,  which  was 
as  prompt  to  comjjiekeud  mibrmation,  as  it  wa^i  eager  to 
learn." 

In  liis  rapid  journey  tlirou^h  France,  Peter  woiikl  often 
biop,  quit  his  carriage,  und  stray  into  the  fields  to  converse 
with  common  liLKsbLindiiien.  He  made  them  oxplain  the  use  of 
their  agricultural  iuiplements,  and  took  sketches  of  them  with 
his  own  band.  The  dress  oi  oiie  of  them  having  attracted 
his  notiee,  he  stopped  to  interrogate  him,  and  then,  turning 
to  ilia  followers,  "Look,"  he  said,  "at  this  good  country 
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parson ;  wiih  the  labour  of  his  own  hands  he  procures  cider, 
wine,  and  manej  to  boot,  iiemiiid  me  of  this  when  we  are 
ill  Kussia  agaiB.  I  will  endeavour  to  stimulate  our  priests 
hy  tins  example,  and,  by  teaching  them  to  till  the  soil,  rescue 
them  from  tneir  sloth  and  wretchedness."  They  femai%- 
liowever,  to  this  day  as  ignorant  and  besotted  as  ever. 

Peter's  negotiations  witli  the  regent  led  to  a  treaty,  to 
which  Prussia  aftorwards  acL-eded,  which  was  composed  in 
the  general  expressions  and  tecliiiical  language  of  diploma- 
tists, but  whieh  had  really  no  significance.  Hetuming- 
to  Holland,  Peter  rcnoAved  his  connexion  with  Gortz ; 
he  even  held  a  personal  meeting  with  him  in  Loo  (August, 
I7l7),  entered  into  negotiations  with  Cliarie?,  and  a  place 
was  appointed  for  a  coiigress  to  agree  upon  a  treaty  of 
peace.  The  hiussian  troops  had  hcen  withdrawn  from  Ger- 
manftj  since  July,  with,  the  exception  of  3000,  who  wore 
nonniMlly  in  the  service  of  the  duke  of  Mecklenburg,  and 
by  whose  instmmentality  he  so  oppressed  his  nobles,  and 
especuilb'  the  poor  eity  of  Boetocli^  that  tlsie  empire  was  at 
length  obliged  to  atioratlisiii  aid  and  protection.  Gorte  had 
afe  thak  tiine  a  Bussiaii  pnssport  from  Fek&t ;  bo  first  rended 
izL  ttie  neighbovhoad  ctf  then  in  Dresden ;  stimd 

fiar  a  iboti  tine  in  Beyel,  and  hMtened  tiMsa  lo  Sweden^ 
irhKe  ht  fBonsulted  with  ti^e  kin^  aa  to-  tka  means  of  satis- 
fying Peter.  Ester  haid  mnfced  baa  anny  on  the  fiponldiia 
<^  WaiknA  «id  in  Poland,  in  order  to  be  abH  Mcotding  to 
cbeomslaiincei^  dldiev  to  act  against  king  Auga^tlla  in  fayoar 
of  Stanislaus,  oar  against  Ckarles  XII.  The  negotiations 
babraeni  Petards  planifttentianaa  and  the  Swedes,  of  whiek 
no  onckneia^tlieiecret  conditions  except  Gtdits  sad  Ids  friend 
QjlikgKbtmg,  b^gan  in  May  (1718>  at  Lofoe,  one  of  the  Aland 
islands,  and  were  entrusted  by  tiie  czar  t<>  his  nMwt  eta^ 
dentiai  friends  and  advisers,  Bruee  and  Ostermaoan,  akm. 

The  world  was  astonished,  when  Peter  once  mora  M^* 
inained  whdly  ^viet,  and  Cbariaa  directed  hia  enfcize  faaee 
against  Norway ;  and  stiE  mm,  when  it  was  undeiBtooi 
that  preliminaries  had  bant  signed  between  Sweden  aad 
Bn8ai%  in  whieh  tha  iadufesta  of  Benmark,  Hanover,  ani 
Sasony  had  be^.  altogether  sacrifioed  by  Biusia.  WluNrvw 
reads  these  preinaiiMnes  eannot  sej^vess  a  certain  degree  aC 
adieiialiim  et  Qcrig's  sldUy  heoanse  it  is  cfndest  tet  he  was 


"J 


Digitized  by  Googlc 


about  succeBsfuUy  to  exttimko  his  maaJ^  &tm  tkoee  difii- 
Qnltaai  into  whk»  hi»  obofeinacy  had  p&upgpd  him.  Chaiioi, 
m  Hm  afmmn^  iiMiiifaiiKl  all  the  leoHuniBg  str«agkk  «f  liiv 
braye  nation  uk  9k  tboughtleMi  mi  whoUj  usekii  wmum  m 
4hi8  Norw^m  aMMjmtains ;  but  king  George^  ivbo  bad 
leamed  from  Paris  something  of  the  plim  wbidi  were  being 
fiacgsdaniunst  yjim,  and  of  tl^  preliiiiaiiiiea  which  ^mL  been 
mgoi^  by  Ostermann  and  Grofis,  beeaaie  seriousljr  alame&ilK 
the  cabws  of  the  Swedish  hiikg,  and  sought  to  wm  him  cm 
to  hift  esiMia.  When,  howeveiv  all  atten^^  to  induce  Swedent 
to  enter  into  negotiatians  proved  vam^  la  May  (171S) 
adoBBcal  JSTonos^  with  m  IS^Dg^igk  floet^  appeared  in  th^ 
Sowody  as  Charles  wis  making  preparations  to  invada  Hoi^ 
waj*  But  Nmis  reiBained  inactive  ;  the  aegotiatiosis  weal 
on  snuiotUy;  and  Alberaui  and  Gortz  concluded  that  thegr 
me  on  l^e  eve  of  throwing  all  Europe  into  confusion,  when 
a  random  shot  fi*oin  the  works  o£  ErederickshaU  qjuashed  all 
their  projects.  Charles  XII.  was  killed  (Dec.  11  1718); 
the  Spanish  fleet  was  beaten  hy  the  English ;  the  eomfinugr 
fisBieBted  ixk  France  was  discoyered  and  prevented ;  AXb^rom 
was  diirea  ouli  of  Spaing  and  Goete  beheaded  at  Btochhohn. 


CHAPTEE  XXVIL 


tir€»  M  ttU£,  aeiGDnHK»  10  MaT%  iBD  Knsm 


Ihs  czar  arrived  at  Petersbuxg  firfnn  bis  foreign  tcMur  on 
the  21st  October^  1317*  Xwexkty  joacs  before  he  had  sigr 
nalised  his  letum  firom  a  first  visit  to  oiTilised  eouuiriea  % 
ths  rahiiTnflTi  butdiery  of  the  StreHtz,  and  now  he  was  abonJ; 
to  gi^  stiU  moxe  sppalliTig  evidenoe  of  the  deep  depcairify  of 
hia  heart 

Peter's  early  aversion  to  EvdokUa  had  a  meet  d^^otable 
influanoe  ou  iiexisi  ihe  son  she  bore  him  ia  1Q90*  The  disi^ 
aensiona  between  the  father  aiid  the  mothear  speedily  dini* 
mshed  the  &thflr'«afiection  for  Alexis.  MoreoveryaaPeter^ 
Umwss  preieated  him  fsmxk  paying  much  attaktion  to 
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tlie  education  of  his  son,  Alexis  at  first  gi-ew  up  under  female 
tuition,  and  tlitn  fell  into  thu  hands  of  some  of  the  clergy, 
under  whose  guidance  lio  daily  oonceived  a  greater  abhor- 
rence for  his  fjitlicr.  This  being  observed  by  Peter,  he  put 
an  end  to  the  spiritual  education,  and  appointed  Mentchikof 
superintendent  of  the  princess  preceptors. 

Mentchikof  was  no  friend  to  Alexis,  aud  the  latter  had  been 
early  inspired  by  his  mother  with  contoTnpt  and  aversion  for 
the  favourite  of  his  father.  The  tutors  who  were  now  placed 
about  the  prince  were  not  able  to  eradicate  the  prejudices 
impressed  on  his  mind  from  his  infancy,  and  now  grown  in- 
reterate ;  besides,  he  had  an  unconquerable  dislike  to  thrift 
as  foreigners.  The  future  sovereign  of  so  vast  an  empire, 
tiiat  was  now  reformed  in  aU  its  parts,  and  by  prospmna' 
wars  still  further  enlarged ;  the  heir  of  a  throne,  whose  pos- 
sessor ruled  over  many  millions  of  people,  had  been  brought 
up  from  his  birth  as  if  designed  for  a  Eussian  bishop ;  theology 
oontmued  to  be  his  favourite  study :  with  a  capacity  for  those 
sciences  which  are  useful  in  government,  he  discovered  no  in- 
clination to  them.  Moreover,  he  addicted  himself  early  in* 
life  to  drunkenness  and  other  exeesros.  There  were  not 
wanting  such  as  flattered  his  perverse  dispositions,  by  repre- 
senting to  him  that  the  Bussian  nation  was  dissatisned  vnth 
his  fam&Pf  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  be  suffered  long 
in  his  career  of  innovation,  that  even  his  life  was  not  likely  to 
hold  out  against  so  many  fatigues,  with  many  other  things  of 
a  like,  nature.  The  conduct  of  Alexis,  particularly  his.  indo* 
lence  and  sloth,  were  highly  displeasing  to  Feter.  Ment* 
chikof,  from  political  motives,  to  preserve  himself  and  Gsp 
tharine,  was  constantly  employed  in  fanning  the  czar*s  re- 
sentment, while  the  adherents  of  Alexis,  on  the  other  hand, 
seized  every  opportunity  to  increase  the  aversion  of  the  prince, 
who,  £rom  his  very  craale,  had  never  known  what  it  was  to 
love,  and  had  only  dreaded,  his  father.  Alexis  even  at  times 
gave  plain  intimations  that  he  would  hereafter  undo  all  that 
his  father  was  so  sedulously  brin^g  about.  Kay,  when  the 
latter,  in  1711,  appointed  the  prmce  regent  during  his  ab» 
sence,  in  the  campaign  of  the  Fmth,  Alms  made  it  his  first 
business  to  alter  many  things  in  behalf  of  the  clergy,  so  as 
dearly  to  evince  in  what  school  he  had  been  brought  up. 

The  cssr  was  in  hopes  to  reform  his  son  by  uniting  him 
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m&  a  worlihj  coDflort ;  but  even  this  attempt  proved  finiit* 
less.  The  princess  of  Bnmawick-WolfenbUttelt  who  was 
aaLeoted  for  his  bride,  and  to  whom  Alexis  was  married  at 
Torgau,  in  1711,  notwithstanding  all  her  eminent  qnalitiea  of 
mind  and  heart,  and  her  great  beauty,  could  make  no  impres- 
sion on  him,  and  sank  under  the  load  of  grief,  brought  on  by 
this  unhappy  connexion,  soon  after  giving  birth  to  a  prince, 
vho  was  called  by  the  name  of  his  grandfather,  Peter  (1715). 
By  a  contimianoe  in  his  dissolute  mode  of  life,  by  his  bad 
behaviour  towards  his  spouse,  and  his  intercourse  with  persons 
who  were  notorious  for  their  hatred  of  Peter  and  his  reforms, 
Alexis  seemed  bent  upon  augmenting  his  &ther's  displeasure. 

After  the  death  of  the  princess,  Feter  wrote  his  son  a 
letter,  the  conclusion  of  which  ran  thus  i—**  I  will  still  wait 
awhile,  to  see  if  you  will  amend;  if  not,  know  that  I  will 
deprive  jou  of  the  succession,  as  a  ujseless  limb  is  cut  off. 
So  not  imagine  I  am  only  frightening  you ;  nor  would  I  have 
you  rely  on  the  title  of  being  my  eldest  son;  for  since  I  do 
not  spare  my  own  life  for  we  good  of  my  country  and  the 
prosperity  of  iny  people,  -why  should  I  spare  youra  ?  I  shall 
rather  ccnnmit  them  to  a  stranger  desOTving  such  a  trust, 
than  to  my  own  undeserving  offspring.*' 

At  this  very  juncture  the  empress  Catharine  was  deUvered 
of  a  prince,  who  died  in  1719.  Whether  the  above  letter 
disheartened  Alexis,  or  whether  it  was  imprudence  or  bad 
advice,  he  wrote  to  his  &ther  that  he  renounced  the  crown, 
and  all  hopes  of  reigning.  Qoi  is  my  witness,"  said  he, 
*'and  I  Bwear  upon  my  soul,  that  I  will  never  daim  the 
succession :  I  conmiit.  m^  children  into  your  hands,  and  for 
myself  desire  only  a  subsistence  ixains  Ufe.'^ 

Bis  &ther  wrote  to  him  a  second  time.  ^'I  observe/* 
says  he,  that  all  you  spesk  of  In  the  letter  is  the  succession, 
aa  if  I  stood  in  need  of  your  consent.  1  have  represented  to 
you  what  grief  your  behaviour  has  given  me  for  so  many 
years,  and  not  a  word  do  you  say  of  it ;  the  exhortations  of  a 
£ither  make  no  impression  on  you.  I  have  brought  myself 
to.  write  to  you  once  more ;  but  for  the  last  time.  If  you 
despise  my  counsels  now  I  am  luing,  ^^bat  regard  will  ho 
paia  to  them  after  my  death  ?  Tliono^h  you  may  now  mean 
not  to  violate  your  promises,  yet  those  hushv  buards  will  he 
able  to  ^^ iad  you  aa  they  please,  and  force  yuu  to  break  your 
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word.  It  is  you  those  people  rely  on.  Ton  liave  bo  grati- 
tude to  him  who  gave  you  life.  Since  yon  have  been  of 
proper  age,  did  you  ever  assist  him  in  his  labours?  Do  you 
not  find  fault  with,  do  you  not  detest  ererything,  I  do  for  the 
good  of  my  people  ?  I  have  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to 
believe  that,  if  you  survive  me,  yon  will  overthrow  all  that  I 
have  been  doing.  Amend,  innke  yourself  worthy  of  the 
succession,  or  turn  monk.  Let  me  have  yonr  answer  either 
in  writ  ingy  or  persoDaUy^  or  I  will  deal  with  jou  as  a  male- 
factor.'' 

Though  this  letter  was  liarsh,  the  prince  might  have  easily 
answered,  that  he  would  alter  his  behaviour;  but  he  only 
acquainted  his  father,  in  a  few  lines,  that  he  would  turn 
monk. 

This  asf^nrance  did  not  appear  natural ;  and  it  is  some- 
thing Blrnri^re  that  the  czar,  going  to  travel,  should  leave 
behind  liiiu  a  son  m  obstinate:  but  this  very  journey  proves 
that  the  c/ar  was  in  no  manner  of  apprehension  of  a  conspi-" 
racv  from  his  son.  TTe  wevA:  to  ppo  liim  before  he  set  out 
for  Germany  and  France ;  the  prince  being  ill,  or  foi pining 
to  be  so,  received  him  in  bed,  and  confirmed  to  liim,  by  the 
most  solemn  oaths,  that  he  would  retire  into  a  convent.  The 
czar  gave  him  mx  months  for  delib^ation,  and  set  out  with 
hk  consort. 

He  had  scarcely  reached  Copenhagen  when  he  received 
advice  (which  was  no  more  than  he  might  well  expect) 
that  Alexis  admitted  into  his  presence  only  evil-minded 
persons,  who  humoured  kiB  disoontent:  on  this  the  czar 
wtabe  to  him,  that  he  must  choose  the  convent  or  the 
throne ;  and  if  he  valued  ibe  Boceaflrion,  to  come  to  him  at 
Copenhagen. 

Ike  prince's  confidants  instilled  into  him  a  suspicion  that 
it  would  be  dangerous  for  him  to  put  himself  into  the  hoacb 
of  A  provoked  father  and  a  mother-in-law,  without  so  much 
as  one  friend  to  advise  with.  He  therefore  fiaigned  that  he 
was  going  to  wait  on  his  father  at  Copenhagen,  but  took  the 
road  to  Vienna,  and  threw  himself  on  the  protection  of  the 
emperor  Charles  YI.,  his  broth^-in-law,  intending  to  coi^ 
tinne  at  his  eoort  till  the  czar's  death. 

This  was  an  adventure  something  like  that  of  Louis  XI., 
who^  whilst  he  "waa  dauphhiy*  withdrew  from  the  court 
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dMBcles  YII.,  Mb  Mhar^  to  the  duke  of  Buzgnndj.  Loum 
iM  indeedy  mudi  more  culpable  tluBi  tike  eaiveviteli»  by 
marying  in  diiect  opuoaitioB  to  bk  father,  niemff  troope, 
and  eeensg  nin^e  vnm  a  prinee,  his  fiither'a  nAtmal  msmjf 
attd  never  xetuxning  to  ooort^  not  even  at  t3ielang*fl  xepeeAed 
entafeatieB* 

Alexis,  <m  the  contnuy,  had  maixied  purely  in  obedience  • 
to  the  oaar's  order,  and  hiad  not  revoUied,  nor  nised  troops ; 
neither,  indeed,  had  he  withdrawn  to  a  prince  in  anywiie  ms 
fiber's  enemy ;  and  on  the  first  letter  Jbe  rec^yed  ttadi  his 
firiter,  he  went  and  threw  himsdf  at  his  &et.  for  Peter,  on 
leeaiving  advice  that  Mb  son  had  been  at  Tienn%  and  had 
renumd  thenee  to  Naples,  then  bebnging  to  the  emperor 
Ohailes  YI.,  sent  Somanaof,  a  captain  of  the  guards,  and 
Xdstoi,  a  privy-eooncilkir,  with  a  letter  in  his  own  hand, 
dated  from  Spa,  the  2lBt  of  Jnly,  N.S.  1717.  They  found  4> 
the  pdnce  at  Naples,  in  the  castle  of  St.  Ehno^  and  delirared 
ham  tiie  letter,  wbieh  was  as  foUowa: 

 I  BOW  write  to  you,  and  for  tiie  last  time,  to  let 

yon  know  that  yon  had  beat  comply  with  my  will,  whkh 
Tolstoi  and  Bomansof  will  make  known  to  you*  Oiijfotir 
dbedie»c0f  I  OHwreyou,  and  promise  before  God,  thai  TtoiU 
mt  pwmah  ;  wfarfrwn  it^  ihmi  ifffou  reium^  I  wiU  hve 
you  hetUr  iJum  ewr.  But  if  you  do  not,  by  virtue  of  the 
power  I  have  received  JBrom  God  as  your  &ther,  I  pronounce 
against  you  my  eternal  curse;  and  as  your  sovereign,  I 
assure  you  I  shall  find  ways  to  punish  you ;  in  which  I  hope, 
as  my  cause  is  just,  God  will  take  it  in  hand,  and  assist  me 
in  reverigiiip;  it.  • 

"  Beniember  fiirtlier,  that  I  never  used  compulsion  with 
you.  "Was  i  under  any  obligatiou  to  leave  you  to  yom-  own 
option  ?  Had  1  been  for  forcing  you,  was  not  l.Le  power  in 
my  hand?    At  a  word,  I  should  have  been  obeyed." 

E^lying  on  the  faith  thus  solemnly  given  by  a  father  and 
a  sovereign,  Alexis  returned  to  Biissia.  On  the  11th  of  4. 
Februarj ,  1717^  I^.S.,  he  reached  Mo^icow,  where  the  czar 
then  was,  and^  had  a  long  conference  in  private  with  his 
father.  A  report  immediately  was  spread  through  the  city 
that  a  reconciliation  had  taken  place  between  the  father  and 
son,  and  that  everything  was  forgot  j  but  the  very  next  day 
the  regiments  of  guards  were  ordered  undex  arms^  and  the 
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great  bell  of  Moscow  tolled.  The  buyars  and  privv-oouncillora 
were  summoned  to  tlie  castle  ;  Uie  bishops,  the  arehiiiiimdrites, 
and  two  monks  of  the  order  of  St.  l^asil,  profesf?ors  of 
divinity,  met  in  the  cathedral.  Alexis  was  carried  into  the 
castle  b('tbre  his  futlier  without  a  sword,  and  as  a  prisoner; 
he  immediately  prosirnted  liimself,  and  with  a  flood  of  tears 
delivered  to  his  father  a  writing,  in  wliicli  he  acknowledged 
his  crime?,  declared  himself  un^^  L)rthy  of  t  he  snecession,  and 
aske^i  only  his  life.  The  czar,  raising  him  up,  led  him  to 
a  closet,  where  he  put  several  questions  to  liim,  declaring, 
that  if  he  concealed  anything  relating  to  his  escape,  his  head 
should  answer  for  it.  Afterwards  the  prince  was  brought 
back  into  the  council-chamber,  where  the  czar's  declaration, 
which  had  been  drawn  up  beforehand,  was  publicly  read. 

The  father  in  this  piece  reproached  his  son  with  his  mam- 
fold  vices,  his  remissness  in  improTing  himself  his  intimaqr 
with  the  sticklers  for  ancient  customs,  his  misbehaviour 
towards  his  consort :  he  has,"  says  he, violated  conjugal 
£Euth,  taking  up  with  a  low-bom  wench,  whilst  his  wife  was 
living.'*  iJexis  might  fairly  have  pleaded  that  in  this  kind 
of  debaucheij  he  came  immeasurablf  short  of  his  father's 
example. 

He  afterwards  reproaches  him  with  going  to  Vienna,  and 
putting  himself  under  the  emperor's  protection.  He  says, 
that  Alexis  had  slandered  his  flEither,  intimating  to  the 
emperor  Charles  YI.  that  he  was  persecuted ;  and  that  a 
longer  stay  in  Muscovy  was  dangerous,  unless  he  renounced 
the  succession ;  nay,  that  he  went  so  £ir  as  to  desire  the 
emperor  openly  to  defend  him*  by  force  of  arms. 

It  is  hardly  conceivable  how  the  emperor,  on  such  aa 
account,  could  have  made  war  vrith  the.  czar,  and  how, 
between  an  incensed  father  and  a  refractory  son,  he  could 
interpose  in  any  other  manner  than  by  good  offices.  In  fiict, 
Charles  YI.  had  only  entertained  the  prince,  and»  on  the  czar*B 
demanding  him,  he  was  sent  back. 

In  this  tremendous  piece  Peter  adds,  that  Alexis  had 
made  the  emperor  believe  that  his  life  was  not  safe  if  he 
returned  into  Bussia.  Now  the  event  but  too  fully  justified 
that  fear;  for  on  the  prince's  return  he  was  condemned  to 
death,  notwithstanding  an  explicit  promise  of  pardon  and 
greater  affection. 
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"  Such  was  the  manner,"  the  czar  continues,  "in  which 
our  son  returned ;  and  though  his  flight  and  his  calumnies 


bat  bis  notariooB  imworthiness  and  immorality  will  not 
aUow  lis,  in  oonsGKencey  to  leave  him  the  succession  to  the 
empire,  it  being  too  manifest  that  by  his  ill  conduct  the 
glory  of  the  nation  would  be  subverted,  so  as  to  occasion  the 
loss  of  all  the  provinces  recovered  by  our  arma.  Our 
Bubjeeta  would  be  extremely  to  be  pitied;  since,  leaving 
them  under  auch  a  successor  would  be  plunging  them  into  a 
condition  much  worse  than  any  tbey  have  ever  experienced. 

Accordingly,  by  our  paternal  power,  in  virtue  of  which, 
according  to  the  lawa  of  our  empire,  eveiy  private  subject  of 
cvira  can  at  pleaaure  diainherit  a  Bon,  and  pursuant  to  our 

Srerogative  aa  aovereign,  and  in  regard  to  the  welfare  of  our 
ominions,  we  for  ever  deprive  our  aaid  aon  Alexis  of  the 
tight  of  succeeding  after  us  to  the  throne  of  Eussia,  on 
account  of  his  crimes  and  un worthiness ;  even  though  not  a 
single  peraon  of  our  family  ahould  eziat  at. the  time  of  our 
decease. 

''  And  we  constitute,  appoint^  and  declare,  in  the  want  of 
a  more  aged  successor,  our  second  son  Peter,  *  young  as  he 
isi  successor  to  the  said  throne  after  ua. 

Accursed  be  our  above-mentioned  son  Alexis,  if  ever,  at 
any  time,  he  diall  claim  the  said  auccession,  or  go  about  to 
procure  it. 

^  We  also  require  of  our  iaithfiil  subjects,  ecclesiastics  or 
seculars,  as  well  as  every  other  state,  and  the  whole  nation^ 
that,  pursuant  to  this  appointment,  and  our  will,  tbey 
acknowledge  and  conaider  our  aaid  aon  Peter,  nomiiuited  by 
ua  to  the  aucceBsion,  aa  our  lawful  successor,  and  that,  con- 
formably to  tlds  present  ordinance,  they  confirm  the  whole 


"  And  all  those  who  shall,  at  any  time  whatever,  oppose 
this  our  will,  and  who,  from  the  date  hereof,  shall  dare  to 
conaider  our  son  Alexia  aa  successor,  or  assist  him  to  that 
end,  we  declare  them  traitors  to  us  and  their  country,  and 
we  have  ordered  these  presents  to  be  everywhere  pubushed, 
that  no  person  may  plead  ignorance.  Given  at  Moscow,  the 
Son  of  the  empress  Catharine;  be  died  April  15,  1719. 
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181^  of  FebniMj,  N.S.  1718.  Sigiwd  iritii  our  hand,  and 
eeriad  with  our  weal" 

H  tbeee  inBtnimentB  ime  not  in  leidinem  beforoluHid, 
they  were  certainly  dnwn  up  with  eoctreoBie  A&mntA ;  lev 
prince  .pleads  did  not  xetom  till  the  llih,  ancT  h^  din- 
heritsiiee,  in  immr  of  Cathasine's  aon,  is  dited  the  IStili. 

The  prino^  on  his  iide,  signed  a  xemiMatieni  to  tlue 
^  I  acknowlfidge/'  he  said,  ^  this  minam  to 
be  just ;  I  hare  deeemd  it  ij  my'imwotthineei^  and  I  swear, 
in  the  name  of  the  saiared  and  umighty  Trinity,  to  aulimtt 
mjadf  in  ofeiTl^ing  to  my  ^ther'a  will." 

This  being  done,  all  the  miniabefa  and  great  men  {nraeent 
to<^  the  oaths  exdnding  prince  Alexis  nam  the  crown,  ana 
aAnowledging  prince  Jreiter  te  be  the  undoubted  soeceesar 
to  it ;  enga^^ng  to  stand  by  him  with  ilieir  Ures,  against  sfl 
tihat  B^ovdd  dave  oppose  him ;  and  that  they  never  woyl^ 
vnder  any  pcetenoe  whatoTer,  adhere  to  -prince  Alezn,  or 
assist  him  in  the  ieco?ery  of  his  forfsited  nghts.  The  sane 
oath  was  afterwards  adminiBtered  to  the  army  and  naty,  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  to  ereiy  subject  of  the  Sussian  ea^ 
pire.  Eren  after  aill  this,  AlsExis  was  atill  inumued  in  a 
ibrtress»  There,  mery  day  and  every  night,  yiolatiBghia 
sworn  fidth,  OTenr  noble  feeling,  all  1m  laws  of  natnre,  and 
thoae  laws  which  he  had  himsraf  given  to  his  empire,*  an 
abscdate  father  armed  Inmsdtf  aninat  a  too  conndii^  son 
with  a  politieal  inquisition,  whiim  quailed  the  religious  in- 
qnisition  in  its  inssraons  atrodty^  ELetmrtured  the  pusilla- 
nimons  mind  of  titni  hopeless  being  with  every  fear  that 
heayen  and  earth  can  inspure ;  he  compelled  him  to  impeach 
friends,  relations,  and  even  the  mother  who  bore  him  ;  and 
to  accnse  and  condemn  himself  to  death,  under  pain  of  death ! 

This  protracted  crime  lasted  five  months.  It  had  its 
paroxysms.  The  first  two  were  marked  by  the  exile  and 
spoliation  of  several  grandees,  the  disinlierilinG:  of  a  sister, 
the  confinement  and  scourging  of  Peter's  first  n\  ifo,  and  the 
execution  of  his  brother-in-law ;  but  all  this  was  too  little 
for  the  insatiable  cruelty  of  the  inhuman  czar. 

Glebof,  the  paramour  of  the  divorced  czaritza,  was  impaled 
in  the  midst  of  a  scafFolti,  tlie  four  comers  of  which  were 

*  See  in  iu«  Code  or  Coacordance  of  the  Laws,  chap.  vL  art.  1, 2,  6, 
8,  &c  . 
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marked  by  the  lieLidd  of  a  bi.<i])op,  a  bovar,  and  two  dii^intafies, 
who  bad  been  broken  on  the  wheel  and  deeiipitated.  This 
horrible  scaiibld  was  itself  Burrounded  by  a  circle  of  trunks 
of  trees,  on  which  more  Uum  Mtj  priesto  and  other  citiyifltiH 
had  been  beheaded ! 

Tliis  waa,  indeed,  taking  a  terrible  vengeance  upon  tlioae 
who,  it  was  said,  by  their  superstitious  obstinacy,  had  re- 
duced this  unbending  heart  to  the  necessity  of  sacrificing 
his  son  or  his  empire !  a  punishment  which  was  a  thousand 
times  more  culpable  than  the  offence ;  for  what  motive  eaa 
furnish  an  excuse  for  such  atrocit^?  But  it  seems  as 
though,  impelled  by  the  suspicious  instinct  of  unnatural 
ffovenuneatSy  Petor  had  obstinatoly  persisted  in  seeking  and 
Sndiiig  a  couyiiracj  where  there  existed  notiung  but  an 
inert  opposition  of  manners,  which  hoped  and  ntted  ior  hk 
death  tliat    might  be  brought  into  action. 

.^Ad,  neyerthelesB,  this  direful  butchenr  has  finmd  flcfe- 
terers  £  The  Tietor  of  Poltava  himself  gloried  in  ifc  ea  a 
vietoiy.  ''When,"  said  he,  ''fire  meets  with  rtraw,  it  oqep 
suineg  it ;  but  when  it  meets  with  iron,  it  must  go  out." 
Then  he  coolly  widked  about  in  the  midst  of  the  torments 
inflicted  by  his  order !  He  had  repeatedly  examined  Glebof 
under  torture,  making  him  walk  barefoot  along  planks  sat 
with  iron  spikes.  Still  prompted  by  a  restkaa  ferocity,  he 
aacended  tfa^  soaffibld  to  question  his  victim  again  when  he 
was  fixed  on  the  stake.  Qlebo^  made  a  sign  to  him  to  mp^ 
proachy  and  spat  in  his  faoe. 

Moscow  itself  was  a  prisoner ;  to  quit  it  without  the  czar's 
leetre  was  a  capital  erime ;  its  citizens  were  ordeiedy  nniar 
pain  of  death,  to  act  the  part  of  spies  and  informers  agaonafe 
each  other.  The  principal  vietun,  meanwhile,  had  been 
dragged  from  the  prisons  of  Moscow  to  those  ci  Petersburg. 
There  l^e  caar  lanoored  iDde&tigably  to  torture  the  mind 
of  his  son,  and  to  wring  £rom  hmi  even  Hie  slightest  pai^ 
tieolars  wiueh.  he  could  recollect  of  his  past  irritatun, 
intractabiUty,  or  zebellion;  he  noted  them  down  each  dav 
with  a  boiTible  exaetiiess,  triumphing  in  each  «Towm» 
numbering  ev&j  sigh  and  every  tear^  summing  up  the 
whole  in  a  detestable  account^  and  struggling  to  conmt 
into  a  capital  crime  all  those  fleeting  thoughts  and  all  those 
regrets,  not  one  of  which  had  assumed  the  shape  of  action. 
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When  at  length,  by  dint  of  putting  his  own  construction 
on  these  confessionji,  he  supposed  tliat  he  had  made  t^orae- 
thing  out  of  nothing,  he  hastened  to  summon  the  most 
eminent  of  his  slaves.  He  descnbed  to  tliem  his  accursed 
work;  he  set  plainly  before  their  view  all  its  ferocious  and 
tyrannical  imquity,  with  the  hideous  candour  of  a  mind  whicli 
was  blinded  to  the  plainest  principles  of  natural  justiee  bj 
the  self-idolatrv  of  aljsolute  sovereiizntv. 

The  court  sat  from  the  25th  of  June  to  the  6th  of  July. 
It  is  needless  to  go  tlirough  all  tlie  futile  details  of  the  pro- 
ceedings;  a  few  S])ecimens  may  suilice. 

One  of  the  articles  ^vhich  were  fastened  upon  to  justify 
the  condemnatLon  of  the  prince,  was  a  letter  from  M.  Beyer, 
the  emperor's  resident  at  Petersburc:,  written  after  the 

K  ^  CD  ^ 

prince's  elopement :  the  substance  of  this  letter  was,  that  the 
^Russian  array  in  Mecklenburg  had  mutinied ;  that  several 
officers  talked  of  sending  the  new  czaritza  and  her  son  to 
the  prison  where  the  repudiated  czaritza  was  confined,  and 
of  placing  Alexis  on  the  throne  when  it  should  be  kno\s-ii 
where  he  was.  Now  it  is  true  there  had  been  a  mutiny  in 
that  anny  of  the  czar's,  but  it  was  soon  suppressed,  and 
nothuig  rarther  appeared.  Alexis  could  have  had  no  part 
ia  exdtiiig  or  haye  encouraged  it ;  a  foreigner  spoke  of  these 
repofta  as  a  piece  of  news ;  the  letter  was  not  directed  to 
prmoe  Alexia,  he  had  only  a  copy  of  it^  and  that  aent  him 
from  Tienna.  " 

The  caar»  howerer,  among  other  intenragatoriea  drawn  up 
'with  his  own  hand,  put  the  following  to  nia  aon:  ^  When 
you  saw  by  Beyer'a  letter  that  there  waa  a  revolt  in  the 
Mecklenbai^  army,  you  were  glad  of  it ;  I  apprehend  you 
had  some  view,  and  that  you  would  have  declared  for  the 
rebels  even  in  my  lifetime 

This  was  qneationing  the  prince  on  his  secret  sentiments, 
which,  if  they  may  be  owned  to  a  father,  who,  by  hia 
counaela^  would  rectify  them,  may  be  concealed  from  a 
judge,  aa  he  ia  to  determine  only  irom  attested  &cta:  tiia 
hidden  aentiments  of  the  heart  are  not  within  the  cognisanoe 
of  a  court  of  judicature.  Alexis  might  have  denied  them^ 
or  eaaily  have  thrown  a  veil  over  them — he  was  not  obliged 
to  lay  open  hia  mind;  yet  he  anawered,  and  in  writing: 
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"  Had  the  rebels  invited  me  in  your  lifetimei  I  should  pro* 
baUy  have  joined  them  had  they  been  strong  enough.'' 
.  That  lie  should  spontaneously  give  such  an  answer  is 
inconceivable ;  and  no  less  extraordinary  was  it  to  condemn 
him  for  thoughts  which  he  might  have  had  in  regard  to  a 
ease  which  never  happened. 

Another  charge  was  founded  on  a  rough  draft,  in  the 
prince's  own  hand,  of  a  letter  written  from  Vienna  to  the 
senators  and  archbishops  of  Bussia,  and  oontaining  the 
words:  ^^The  continual  injuries  which  I  have  undeservedly 
suffered^  have  obliged  me  to  quit  my  country;  it  was  very 
nanowly  I  escaped  being  shut  up  in  a  convent ;  they  who 
have  confined  my  mother  were  about  using  me  in  the  same 
manner.  I  am  under  the  protection  of  a  great  prince  until 
it  i^lease  Ood  that  I  may  return  to  my  country.  It  is  my 
desire  you  will  not  forsake  me  ai  presmtiJ*  The  words 
«^  present,  which  might  have  been  looked  on  as  seditious, 
were  drawn  throneh  with  a  pen,  and  afterwards  replaced 
with  his  own  hand;  then  again  effaced;  which  showed  a 
young  man  under  pertorbation,  giving  himself  up  to  his 
Mentment  one  minute,  and  repenting  of  it  the  next.  Only 
the  rough  draft  of  these  letters  was  found,  for  they  never 
came  to  hand,  being  stopped  by  the  court  of  Vienna ;  another, 
and  no  incQnsiderable  proof  that  this  court  had  no  tiiought 
of  quarrelling  with  that  of  Bbssia^  and  supporting  the  son 
against  the  father  with  an  armed  force. 

One  of  the  witnesses  deposed  that  he  had  heard  Alexis 
say :  I  will  say  something  to  the  bishops,  and  they  will 
teU  it  among  the  priests^  and  the  priests  to  tiieir  parishioners, 
and  I  shall  be  placed  on  the  throne,  even  though  it  were 
against  my  witt."  What  punishment  does  a  man  deserve 
for  words  which  he  intends  to  say  some  day  or  other? 

The  distressed  prince,  recollecting  within  himself  what- 
eiver  might  conduce  to  his  ruin,  at  length  owned  that,  in 
oonfession  to  the  arch-priest  Yakof,  he  had  accused  himself 
before  God,  "  that  he  had  wished  his  father's  death and 
that  the  confessor  made  answer,  "  God  will  forgive  you ;  it 
is  no  more  than  what  we  all  wish."  All  proofs  derived  from 
auricular  confession  are,  by  the  canons  of  tlie  church,  not  to 
be  received  at  the  bar  j  these  are  secrets  between  God  and 
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tlie  penitent :  the  Greek  Church  bebevee  no  move  than  the 
Latin,  that  this  private  and  sacred  correspcoadence  between 
a  fiimiinr  and  the  Deity  appertains  to  human  law.  Yakof, 
howevee^  was  put  to  the  torture,  and  owned  what  the  prinoe 
had  xmaled;  but  he  refused  to  gure  the  names  of  the 
persons  to  whom  he  alluded  when  he  said,  we  all  wiah  iost 
the  C2ar*8  death."  It  waa  a  very  uncommon  circomatance 
to  see  the  confessor  aocused  by  his  penitent,  and  the 
penitent  by  his  mistress.  Another  singularitj  in  this  afGur 
wa%  thait  the  archbishop  of  Bezan  having  been  entangled  in 
the  accusationa,  on  account  of  the  sermon  whidi  he  had 
preached  in  favour  of  the  czarevitch^  at  the  first  appearaiu^ 
of  the  czar*s  indignation  against  his  son ;  this  prince,  in  hia 
interrogatodes,  owned  that  he  relied  on  that  prelate;  yet 
this  very  arohloshop  of  Besan  was  at  the  head  of  the  eoeie- 
siastieal  judges,  whom  the  csar  eonanlted  on  the  pxeeent  ar- 


An  essential  ranark  offers  itself  in  this  manstxona  trial : 
in  Alexis's  answers  to  his  father's  first  interrogatory,  he 
ewned  that  when  he  was  at  Vienna,  where  he  did  not  see 
the  emperor,  he  applied  to  count  Sdionbom,  a  lord  of  the 
tedehamber,  who  said  to  him, "  The  emperor  will  not  forsake 
yon;  and,  at  a  proper  seasoki,  after  your  £i^r*B  demise^  he 
will  assist  yon  with  an  armed  force  to  ascend  the  throne," 
My  answer  was,"  added  thdl  accused  pcuiee,  ^^tfaat  is  not 
what  I  ask :  all  I  desire  is,  that  the  emperor  will  be  jplesaed 
to  grant  me  his  protection.'*  This  deposition  is  plam  and 
natural,  and  carries  with  it  a  great  appeacanoe  of  taith:  ior 
to  hare  asked  troops  ci  the  emperor  to  go  and  detiurone  Ida 
fiitber,  would  have  been  the  verjr  height  of  folly;  and 
nobody  would  have  dared  to  mention  such  an  absurd  pxo- 
posal  either  to  prince  Eugene,  to  the  council,  or  to  tiie 
«npercar.  This  depoeitum  was  in  tiie  month  of  Febrasiy, 
and  four  numths  after,  on  the  ]jt  of  July,^  towards  the  ookh 
dnnon  of  these  procedures,  the  caarevitch,  in  hia  last 
answer,  is  made  to  say  in  writing:  *^  Intending  in  nothing 
to  imitate  my  &tiier,  I  endeayouied  to  come  at  the  suc- 
cession at  any  rate  whatever.  I  was  for  having  it  by 
finreign  asajstmice;  and  if  I  had  got  my  end%  and  the 
emperor  had  done  whai  he  promifed  me-4»  procuie  me 
the  crown  of  Buasia,  even  by  open  force,  I  would  have 
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fMved  TUjMam  to  banre  Beeond  JxmtU  iti  the  raoeeflnoiBu 
IPor  iaftance,  bad  tiie  enparor  flaked  me,  in  zetoniy  aome  o£ 
mj  emmtrj  troops  for  bis  sorriee  mmrt  anjr  of  bis  snemisBi 
or  bffge  sons  of  nonej,  I  would  bsre  done  erer^tliing  he 
woidd,  even  to  tlie  giving  greet  pfeeenihi  to  bis  numsteES  sad 
genends.  I  would,  et  ni^  own  ecqpense,  bsYe  maintsmed  tbe 
muaiiarj  troops  with  wbieb  be  wonld  bsre  supplied  ma^  to 
pwt  me  in  tlie  possessiiin  of  tbe  crown  of  Bussift;  andy  in 
riiort,  I  would  lum  stuGk  at  nothing  to  bsfve  isaixied  mw 
point." 

Tbis  Isat  deposiiiiMi  of  tbe  prince  is  manifestly  yery 
fiiroed;  it  shows  on  the  very  face  of  it  that  he  strore  to 
laake  himself  thought  guilty  ;  and  what  he  says  clashes  with 
tmth  in  a  capital  point.  He  says,  that  the  emperor  had 
promised  him  to  procure  Jiim  the  croion  hy  open  force,  which 
was  false.  Count  Sclionbom  had  giyen  him  hopes  that, 
after  tlie  death  of  the  czar,  his  imperial  majesty  would  lielp 
him  to  assert  the  claim  of  his  hirth  ;  but  the  emperor  himself 
had  not  made  aii}  promise :  in  a  word,  the  ease  was,  not  to 
revolt  against  hid  father,  but  to  sueceed  him  on  his  demise. 

In  this  last  interrogation,  he  says  wliat  he  belieyea  he 
should  have  done  in  case  of  a  contebt  for  his  inheritance  ; 
an  inheritance  which  he  had  not  judicially  renounced  hei'orc 
his  journey  to  Vienna  and.  JNaples  :  now  we  see  him  deposing 
a  ;seeond  time,  not  what  he  has  done,  and  what  may  be  made 
obnoxiouti  to  the  rigour  of  the  law,  but  what  he  fancies  he 
might  one  day  have  done,  and  w  hat,  of  course,  comes  not 
within  the  cognisance  of  any  court  of  justice.  Here  we  see 
him  accusing  himself  twice  of  secret  thoughts,  which  he 
miglit  have  had  hereafter.  The  whole  world  does  not  ail'ord 
one  single  instance  of  a  man  tried  and  condemned  for 
transitory  ideas,  starting  up  in  his  mind,  and  neyer  commu- 
cated  to  any  one  liying.  There  is  not  a  court  of  justice  in 
Europe  where  a  man  accusing  himself  of  criminal  thoughts 
would  be  minded ;  and  it  is  said,  that  God  himself  does  not 
punish  them,  unless  accompanied  with  a  determination  of 
the  will. 

When,  by  his  lengthened  accusation,  the  absolute  master 
thought  he  had  irrevocably  condemned,  he  called  upon  his 
slaves  to  decide.  "They  had,"  he  esclaimed,  "heard  the 
long  enumeration  of  crimes,  such  as  were  almost  unheard 
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of  in  tlie  world,  (jf  which  his  son  had  been  guilty  towards 
him,  who  was  liis  father  and  his  sovereign.  They  were  well 
aware  that  to  himself  alone  belonged  the  right  to  give  judg- 
ment, nevertheless  he  asked  their  assistance ;  for  he  stood  in 
fear  of"  eternal  perdition,  and  the  more  so  as  he  had  promised 
forgiveness  to  his  son,  niul  liad  sworn  it  to  him  by  the  decrees 
of  God.  It  therefore  remained  with  them  to  do  justice, 
without  considerinc^  his  birth,  without  paying  any  regard  to 
his  person,  that  the  comitrv  rniglit  not  oe  endangered."  It 
is  true  that  witli  this  clo:Lr  and  terrible  order  he  mixed  up  a 
few  words,  which  bear  the  mark  of  clumsy  cunning.  They 
ouglit,"  he  said,  "to  give  judgment  without  tlattering  him,  or 
fearing  to  fall  under  his  displeasure,  in  case  they  should 
decide  that  his  son  was  deserring;  of  only  a  slight  puziish- 
ment." 

The  slaves  comprehended  their  master  ;  they  saw  wliat  was 
the  horrible  assistance  Avhich  he  wanted  from  them;  accord- 
ingly, the  priests  who  were  consulted  replied  merely  by 
quotations  n'om  their  sacred  books,  choosing  in  equal  num- 
ber those  which  condemned  and  those  which  pardoned,  and 
not  daring  to  throw  any  weight  into  the  scale,  not  even  that 
swom  promise  of  the  csar,  of  which  they  feared  to  remind 
him.  !But  they  did  remind  him  in  their  preamble,  that  the 
absolute  sovereign  of  Eussia  had  no  need  to  consult  any  other 
authority  than  his  own  goodpleasnre.  This  preamble  was  fol- 
lowed  by  a  quotation  from  IjBTiticaay  in  which  it  is  said,  that 
whoeyer  cnrseth  his  &ther  or  mother,  shall  be  punished  with 
death ;  and  another  from  the  Gospel  of  St.  Matthew,  which 
makes  mention  of  this  rigorous  law  in  Leviticus :  after  several 
other  citations,  they  concluded  in  these  words : 

''If  his  majesty  is  inclined  to  punish  the  delinquent^ 
according  to  his  actions  and  the  measure  of  his  guilt,  he  has 
before  him  examples  from  the  Old  Testament ;  if  he  be  in- 
clined to  spare,  he  has  the  pattern  of  Christ  himself,  kindly 
receiving  the  penitent  prodigal,  dismissing  the  woman  taken 
in  adultery,  wdo,  by  the  law,  was  to  be  stoned ;  and  delight- 
ing in  mercy  more  than  sacrifice.  He  has  the  example  Off 
David,  who  is  solicitous  for  the  safety  of  Absalom  his  bod, 
though  an  open  rebel,  recommending  him  to  the  commandm 
of  hu  army,  who  insisted  on  giving  him  battle^  ^SpairB  mtf 
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Bon  JBsaUm  :^  the  father  was  for  showing  him  mercy,  biU 
divine  justke  did  not  spare  Mm, 

The  czar's  heart  is  in  the  hands  of  Qod ;  let  him  choose 
that  to  whidh  God  shall  incline  him." 

At  the  same  time,  the  grandees  of  the  state,  to  the  number 
of  a  hundred  and  twen%-four,  yielded  implicili  obedience* 
They  pronounced  sentence  of  death  unanimously,  and  with- 
out hesitation:  but  their  decree*  condemned  themselves  far 
more  than  it  did  their  victim.  We  see  in  it  the  disgust- 
ing efforts  of  this  throng  of  slaves  labouring  to  efface  the  per- 
jury of  their  master ;  wnile  their  mendacily  being  added  to 
iua  own  but  maJcee  it  stand  out  with  still  more  striking  pzo* 
minence. 

For  his  own  part  he  inflexibly  completed  his  work :  nothing 
made  him  pause ;  neither  the  time  which  had  elapsed  smoe 
iua  wrath  was  excited,  nor  remorse,  nor  the  repentance  of  a 
wretched  being,  nor  trembling,  submissive,  suppliant  weak- 
ness I  In  one  word,  everything  which  usually,  even  between 
alien  enemies,  is  capable  of  appeasing  and  disarming,  was 
powerless  to  soften  the  heart  of  a  father  towards  his  child. 
jcLe  had  been  his  son's  accuser  and  his  judge, — he  chose  also 
to  be  his  executioner!  On  the  7th  ot  Jmy,  1718,  the  very 
day  after  the  passing  of  the  sentence,  he  went,  attended  by 
all  Ina  nobles,  to  receive  the  last  tears  of  his  son,  and  to 
mingle  his  own  with  them ;  and,  at  the  moment  when  he  .was 
imagined  to  be  at  last  melted  to  pity,  at  that  moment  he  sent 
fixr  the  ^ strong  potion"  which  he  himself  had  ordered  to  be 
prepared  t  Impatient  for  its  arri7al,  he  hurried  it  b^  a  second 
message ;  he  presented  it  to  him  as  a  salutary  medicine!  and 
did  not  retire— with  a  very  dismal  countenance/'  it  is  tnie^  ' 
till  he  had  poisoned  the  unfortunate  creature  who  was  still 
imploring  his  forgiveneaa*  The  death  of  his  victim,  who  ex- 
pired in  dreadful  conyulsions  some  hours  affcerwards,  he  then 
attributed  to  the  terror  with  which  his  sentence  had  inspired 
him  1  This  was  the  flimsy  veil  with  which  he  sought  to  cover 
all  these  enormities  from  the  eyes  of  those  who  were  about 
him — he  deemed  it  sufficient  for  their  brutalised  manners ; 
he»  beridea,  commanded  their  silence  upon  the  subject,  and 
was  so  well  obeyed,  that,  but  for  the  memoirs  of  a  foreigner, 
who  was  a  witness,  an  actor  even»in  this  honible  drama^  his* 

*  See  Appendix. 
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tory  would  for  over  have  remained  in  ignorance  of  its  final 
and  terrible  particulars,  iiere  la  thd  statemaaii  made  by 
Peter  Henry  Bruce : 

"  On  the  next  day  Ms  Majesty,  attended  by  all  the  sena- 
tors and  bishops,  with  several  others  of  high  rank,  went  to 
ihe  fort,  and  entered  the  apartments  where  the  czarevitch 
was  pziaooer.     Some  little  time  thereafter,  marshal 

Weyie  eame  out,  and  ordered  me  to  go  to  Mr.  Bear's,  the 
Jrijyitf,  whose  shop  was  hard  h\j,  and  tell  him  to  make  tkg 
ZOVXOSr  STBOHO  which  he  had  hespoke,  m  ike  prince  was  then 
verytU.  When  I  delivered  tUs  meisaffe  to  Mr,  Bear^  he 
Umned  qidte  pale,  and  feU  a  ^takin^  trnd  ifmMU»§^  emd  up* 
peared  in  the  utmost  confusion,  which  surprised  me  so  mmk 
ikmt  lashed  Mm  nohat  wm  the  vmtter  ivith  Mm;  but  he  me 
WMtble  to  return  me  mn^  answer.  In  the  meoM  time  the  mar- 
ekdl  Mmmif  eame  in,  much  in  the  eame  amditian  witk  the 
dnig§fietf  MOj/ui^f  he  aught  to  have  leen  more  expeditious,  as 
Ae  prmee  wae  very  ill  of  an  a^epHeetic  fit.  Ufon  this  the 
dmggist  delivered  him  a  silver  cup  with  a  eover^  iMeh  Ae 
marshal  hmeelf  carried  iaUt  the  primes  apartments,  stagger^ 
ittg  aU  the  u>ajf  ae  he  went  liJce  one  drunk.  About  half  an 
boor  idfter,  the  cbkt  iriSk  all  his  attendanta  withdsrew  ivitii 
dsmsal  oaontenaiiceB :  and  when  thay  mnt,  tiia  mar- 
cirdfirod  me  to  attend  at  the  pimce's  apartment,  and  im 
€tie  of  any  alteration,  to  infbm  him  immediately  theteof; 
There  mse  at  that  time  two  physieiuis  and  two  aorgeoiiB 
in  waitings  with  whom  and  ta&  officers  on  guard  I  dined  ou 
iriiat  had  oeen  dressed  £9r  the  piinoe's  dimier.  The  lo- 
gicians were  ealled  in  immediately  after  to  attend  the  pnnoe, 
*  I0%o  wae  etrugijUng  out  of  one  eonmdeum  imte  amfAet^  andy 
after  great  agonies,  expired  at  five  o'dock  in  tke  afienaoon. 
I  went  directly  to  inmm  the  marshal,  and  he  went  tiuit 
moment  to  acquaint  his  majesty,  who  ordered  the  corpse  ia 
be  embowelled;  after  which  it  was  laid  in  a  coffin  corered 
mth  blade  TBhret,  and  a  pall  of  rich  gold  tissue  spread  OTer 
it;  it  was  then  csnied  out  of  the  fort  to  the  bhurch  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  where  the  corpse  lar  in  state  till  the  11th  in 
the  evemnff,  when  it  was  carried  back  to  the  fort,  and  de* 
posited  in  the  royal  burying  vanlt,  next  the  coffin  of  the 
{Brincess,  his  late  consort ;  on  which  occasian,  the  cnr  and 
czaritza,  and  the  chief  of  the  nobility,  followed  in  procession. 
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YariouB  were  the  reporta  that  were  qmad  comceming  hie 
deatb*  It  was  given  out  publicly,  that  on  hearing  his  sen- 
tenee  of  death  pronounced,  the  dread  thereof  threw  him 
ifllD  m  apoplectic  fit,  of  whicb  he  died.  Vmy  fim  Mkved 
he  M§i  a  natural  detMf  hui  U  mm  dtm^erom  fir  people  to 
megk  me  they  thougJU*  The  ndmstera  of  the  emperor  and 
me  States  of  HoUand  were  forbid  the  ooort  far  speakuig 
their  minds  too  freely  on  this  occaoon;  and  upon  eomplaint 
againat  them,  both  were  leealled.*** 

It  had  all  akng  been  eaay  to  fineiee  that  iAie  trial  of 
.Aleada  would  'hme  a  tragic  teainination.  Had  his  life  been 
lotted,  Peter  would  have  caaned  nothing  b  j  hia  eondanma* 
iuHiy  exoept  tiie  odium  of  hanng  gntuitooily'  taken  upon 
himielf  to  proewe  it.  The  civil  le&h  of  jUexiB  would  not 
hsvu  Imdnred  him  firom  reming  and  eueoeeding  hia  &ther^ 
if  hia  abrogated  xighta  ware  redaimed  and  auppcgted  bj  a 
aftrong  party ;  or  even  without  aueh  support  he  would  hsve 
aaeended  the  throne  at  the  time  when  hu  aon  was  ndaed  to 
it  after  the  death  of  OatSuunne*  It  waa  neoeanry  to  the 
aoeompJiiihmait  of  the  czar's  designs  tiaat  Alexis  ahoold  die. 

Peter,  who  is  said  to  have  ahed  tears  over  his  vietim  befere 
he  was  immolated,  and  when  he  waa  in  hia  coffin,  did  not 
even  spare  his  memorj.  The  murdered  prinee  vraa  hardly  in 
haa  grave  ere  the  murderer  harangued  the  smate,  vannting 
his  own  inexorable  justice,  and  dedaring  his  dead  son  to  have 
been  the  falsest  and  most  ungrateful  being  that  imagina* 
tion  could  conceive."  Four  years  afterwards,  in  1722,  fearing 
tliat  oji  his  decease  the  minority  of  the  son  of  Alexis  might 
xeviYe  the  hope^  of  his  mother  and  of  the  old  HuBaian  party^ 

•  Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  these  memoirs  of  an  officer 
who  was  about  the  person  of  Peter  and  whose  near  relation  was  one 
of  the  most  vaefol  geneiali  of  that  reformer^  will  be  cooTinoed  of  the 
veracity  of  his  narratiye.  Tlie  artless  dmpUfiitsr  of  his  whole  book,  and 

the  author's  constnnt  nflmiration  of  the  czar,  strenfrthen  the  mokncholy 
conviction  which  arises  from  the  perusal  of  the  above  quoted  passage. 
Shortly  after  the  execution,  P«  H.  Bruce  was  entrusted  with  the  educa- 
tkm  of  the  son  of  the  unfortonate  Alezk.  Lederc,  who  was  on  the 
spoti  and  a  witMs  of  this  crune,  quotes  Bruce  in  his  history,  and  en- 
tertains no  doubt  of  the  sad  veracity  of  his  narrative,  which  he  gives 
at  full  length.  '* is  certain,^'  writes  Voltaire,  that  his  son  died  the 
day  after  the  passing  of  the  sentence,  and  that  the  czar  had  iU  Moscow  one  of 
the  Jint6t  pharmaceutical  establishments  m  JiuuropeJ*  / 
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he  declared  by  an  nkase  (as  Iran  III.  had  done  in  his  letter 
to  the  Pskovians)  "that  the  rci2;aing  sovereign  had  the  abso- 
lute right  to  dispose  of  the  tlinjiio  to  whomsoever  lie  pleased." 
Of  all  his  innovations,  not  a  few  of  which  were  pernicious, 
this  was  the  worst  and  most  indefensible.  It  abolished  ,  a 
custom,  which,  being  consecrated  bj  several  centuries  of  time, 
had  more  than  the  force  of  any  legal  enactment,  and  \\  Inch 
made  the  throne  of  Russia  hereditary.  By  rendering  the 
order  of  succession  uncertain,  he  opened  up  in  his  empire  aa 
abundant  source  of  troubles,  conspiracies,  and  revolutions. 

There  were  other  judicial  proceedings  in  this  fatal  year, 
but  they  were  instituted  against  actual  offenders.  The  czar 
discovered  that  the  measures  he  had  adopted  to  check  the 
knavish  propensities  of  his  high  functionanes  had  been  of  no 
avail,  and  thttt  ^lonnous  depredations  were  oominitiied  upon 
the  resources  of  the  state.  A  military  commission  waa  ap* 
pointed  to  try  the  delinqaents,  the  principal  of  whom  were 
men  who  had  already  been  psjnioned  for  the  same  crime : 
prince  Gagarin,  governor  of  Siberia^  prince  Mentchikof,  the 
nrst  subject  in  the  empire,  admiral  count  Apraadn  and  his 
brother,  general  Brace,  and  prince  Yolkonski,  governor  of 
Archangel.  They  were  all  convicted  of  peculation  ;  Gagann 
was  beheaded,  Yolkonski  shot ;  the  rest  were  let  off  for  pecu- 
niary fines  and  the  usual  castigation  administered  by  the  czar 
with  his  walking-stick.  Thus  lightly  did  Peter  deal  with  the 
enenues  of  his  people,  after  punishing  with  inhuman  rigour 
his  own  son  and  otkeis  who  had  personally  offended  him  by 
a  few  indiscretions. 

Mentchikof,  so  often  convicted,  and  punished  rather  aa  a 
rascally  valet  than  as  a  guilty  minister,  was  always  incorri- 
gible. The  senate  had  ample  proof  of  his  peculations,  but  not 
one  of  its  members  durst  raise  his  voice  to  call  the  £Gm>uiite 
to  account.  All  they  could  venture  to  do  was,  to  draw  up  a 
tabular  statement  of  his  depredations ;  and  this  was  laid  on 
the  table  opposite  the  czar's  seat,  ^teter  saw  the  paper,  cast 
liis  eye  over  it,  but  seemed  to  pay  no  attention  to  its  con« 
tents.  The  paper  remained  constantly  in  the  same  place. 
At  last  one  day  as  Tolstoi  was  seated  in  the  senate  beside  the 
czar,  he  made  bold  to  ask  what  his  majesty  thought  of  that 
document.  "  jNTothing,"  replied  Peter,  **  but  that  Mentchikof 
will  always  be  MentchikofJ' 
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CHAPTBE  XXVnL 

THB  BUSLBSQITB  OT  THB  COK0I'A.TB***IK8TmrTXOXrB  OV  THB 
TBAB  1718— PBAOB  OB  NYBTADT— IPBTXB'b  BIKAJTCIAL  BB** 
80UBCB8. 

Thb  appalli  ng  episode  we  have  just  related  was  so  far  from 
engroBBing  the  thoughts  of  the  czar,  that  it  hardty  inter- 
rupted the  courBB  of  his  ordinaij'  occupatioBS.  !Nay,  as  if 
to  darken  still  more  the  tragic  horrors  of  the  year  1718,  by 
mingling  with  them  the  coarsest  and  most  disgusting  buf- 
foonery, it  was  inthatverj  year  he  instituted  the  crapulous 
burlesque  of  the  Conclave, 

The  occasion  of  it]  was  this.  During  the  czar^B  visit  to 
PiariSy  the  doctors  of  the  Sorbonne  addressed  him  with  the 
Tiew  of  effisctiDg  a  union  between  the  Busso-Gbeek  Church 
and  that  of  Borne,  and  they  presented  to  him  a  memozial 
full  of  learned  arguments  against  the  schismatical  tenets  of 
his  co-religionists.  This  memorial  only  gave  great  offence  to 
the  court  x>f  Bome,  without  pleasing  either  mb  emperor  or 
the  church  of  Bussia. 

*^  In  this  plan  of  reunion,"  says  Yoltaire,  ^  there  were  wme 
political  matters  which  they  did  not  understand,  and  some 
pcnnts  of  controversy  which  they  said  they  imderstood,  and 
which  each  party  explamed  according  to  its  humour.  There 
was  a  question  about  the  Holy  Gthost,  who,  according  to  the 
Latins,  proceeds  from  the  Father  and  the  Son :  and  according 
to  the  Qreeks,  at  present,  proceeds  from  the  Father,  through 
the  Son,  after  having,  for  a  long  time,  proceeded  from  the 
Father  only.  They  quoted  St.  Epiphanius,  who  says,  that 
*  the  Holy  Ohost  is  not  the  Son's  brothar,  nor  the  Father's 
grandson?  But  the  czar,  at  leaving  Paris,  had  other  busi* 
mess  than  to  explain  passages  from  St.  Epiphanius ;  however, 
ha  received  the  Sorbonne's  memorial  witb  great  afl^biliiy ; 
thejr  bIbo  wrote  to  some  Bussian  bishops,  who  retomed  a 
pdite  answer ;  but  the  greater  number  received  the  overture 
with  indignation*'' 

It  was  to  dissipate  the  apprehensions  of  this  reunion  that, 
after  expelling  the  Jesuits  from  his  dominions,  he  instituted 
the  mock  conclave,  as  he  had  previously  set  on  foot  oth^ 
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burlesque  exhibitious,  for  the  purpose  of  tumiBg  the  office 
of  patriarch  into  ridicule. 

There  was  at  his  court  an  old  man  named  Sotof,  an  enor- 
mous drunkard,  and  a  court-fool  of  long  standing ;  he  had 
taught  the  cf.ar  to  write,  and,  by  thifl  service,  imagined  that 
he  deserved  the  highest  dignities.  Peter  promised  to  confer  on 
him  one  of  the  most  eminent  in  tlic  known  world  :  he  created 
him  Kniaz  Pcqia,  that  is  to  say,  prince-pope,  with  a  salary  of 
2000  roubles,  and  a  palace  at  Petersburg,  in  the  Tatar  ward. 
Sotof  was  enthroned  by  buffoons ;  four  fellows,  who  stam- 
mered, were  appointed  to  harangue  him  on  his  exaltation ; 
his  mock  holiness  created  a  number  of  cardinals,  and  rode  in 
imoeBfflon  at  the  head  of  them,  sitting  astride  on  a  cask  of 
brandy,  which  was  laid  on  a  sledge  drawn  by  four  oxen. 
They  were  IbUowed  by  other  sledges  loaded  wil4  food  and 
driijt ;  aaid  the  march  wm  accompanied  by  the  rough  annc 
ef  drams,  trmnpets,  horns,  hautboys,  and  fiddles,  all  playing 
mtof  taiid;  and  t^a  clflttaiBg pots  and  pensy brandished 
1>y  a  imp  of  cooks  and  sculiMB.  The  tnniinH  eiiellBd  lij 
%  number  of  m»u  diessed  as  monks  of  miom  BobUl  evdflB^ 
and  eaoli  csifying  a  boMa  and  glan.  The  cnr  ani  Ub 
courtiers  brought  up  the  rear;  the  fomer  in  the  goA  of  a 
J)utch  skipper;  the  latter  in  Tarions  comic  disguises. 

Whe»  the  procession  amved  at  the  place  where  the  c» 
aiare  was  to  i>e  held,  the  cardinals  were  led  into  ^^om 
gaUery,  prt  of  which  had  be^  boarded  off  into  a  ranged 
^sets,  m  each  of  which  a  cai^diiial  was  duifc  Wf  wilii  plenty 
of  food  and  intoxicating  hxptm.  To  emy  one  distkot 
enneiioeB  were  attached  two  oonclavists — cunning  young  fel- 
lows, wlioee  InuHiiewi  it  was  to  ply  tibeir  principaU  well  yMt 
dxnk,  carry  real  or  prdbeiided  messafpeB  to  and  firo  betmon 
the  HMmbers  of  the  sacred  college,  and  provoke  them  tO 
%«wl  out  all  sorts  of  aboae  of  eadi  other  and  of  their  » 
•spective  fiamiiee.  The  oeer  Ibtoned  eager^  to  all  tide 
cibaidry,  not  ftvgettm^  in  the  midst  of  hia  glee  to  note  down 
on  hia  tablets  any  hints  of  iriiich  It  might  be  poasiblefir 
Idm  to  make  a  nndietife  uae.  Thtb  eazdioaiB  wn»  nab 
released  from  confinement  until  they  were  ail  agreed 
upon  a  number  of  fiuwioal  ^ueslioiis  salmMed  to  them  bj 
the  Knias  Pami«  The  oigie  lasted  time  dnps  and  three 
trights.  Theaoors.of  Ae  eonidaireweMatlaet  thwim 
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m  1^  middle  of  tlie  day,  and  the  pope  And  hie  cardinals 
were  carried  home  dead  drunk  on  Biedges — ^that  is  to  say, 
mub  of  them  as  surviyed ;  for  some  had  actually  died  duaiig 
tbB  debaadb,  and  others  ne^er  recovered  from  it»  dSbeta. 

This  stupid  iai*ce  was  repeated  three  times ;  and  on  the 
lilt  oeeanoa  especially  it  was  acoompanied  y^th  other 
absminations,  which  admit  of  no  deacr^tiionu  Peter  him-f 
self  had  his  deatii  acedconated  hy  bis  ezoflssss  in  ihb  M 
condaTs. 

Eroaa  1714i  to  1717  Peter  published  idaefy-two  ordinanoes 
m  legKJ^tiiKOBt  in  1718  akose,  ixK  tibat  jear  of  crime,  thirty- 
mx  nkases,  or  rMiktions,  ware  promulgated,  and  twent^^i 
serein  in  1719.  Thaviigonjby  of  mm  rekted  diyeetljr  to  ms 
new  estsiblishments. 

The  council  of  mines  dates  its  origin  from  that  period,  aa 
do  idso  the  uniformity  of  mights  and  measures,  the  isM^ 
tion  of  schools  for  teaching  ontimetic  in  all  the  towns  of  the 
empire;  thttt  of  oiphaii^faaiises  aad  foundling-hospitals,  of 
workshops  fiir  the  poor,  and  of  manufactories  of  tapestry, 
silks,  linens,  and  cloths  for  soldiers'  dotbiag ;  the  founding 
of  the  city  of  ImdogSk ;  the  canal  of  the  same  name,  which  he 
began  with  his  own  haaida;  tiiat  of  Oronstadt ;  tho  plan  c£ 
another,  whidi  now  unites  the  Baltic  to  the  Caspisn,  hf 
the  intomedium  of  the  Volga ;  besides  numeroiui  mei^tures 
ofdefesil,  iachidTng  the  polm,  the  heslth  of  towns,  lighting 
aaod  cimmg,  founded  upon  what  he  had  semaxkaid  owng 
the  previous  year  in  the  great  cities  of  Europe. 

At  tUa  sanguinary  epoieii  it  waa,  that,  by  this  rauttitade 
of  ostaUUbmoits  for  the  promotion  of  all  kinds  of  indnsfaT; 
lie  gave  the  moat  zapid  impulse  to  the  knowledge,  commerce, 
and  oiTilimtiaD,  to  TOieh  heaaarifwied  his  son;  as  though  hf 
thtts  ledooblmgluaactmly,  he  had  aought  to  eseape  from 
liwmBif,  or  to  paUiate,  by  the  importaaee  of  tho  xeaett,  ilie 
homr  of  tiie  aaeriftce.  la  sereral  of  these  evdiBflnoes,  it  is 
ewnarkaMfl^  that  either  from  iiie  inoonsiateDej  iriach  la 
Uiarait  in  our  satnze,  or  from  the  pride  of  o  dsapot^  wUA 
befiares  itself  to  be  detached  fiwm  and  above  oreajthiug, 
be  sequned  xesf^  to  be  uud  to  xelig^oii,  at  the  ^ry 
momattbubao,  infli  soab  emnty,  he  was  paying  no  raqpeet 
to  the  sanctity  of  hi|  ovn  oafli ;  and  yet  the  impovtanoe  of 
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keeping  sworn  fidth  mast  have  been  well  known  to  a  prince 
who  one  day  naidi  **The  meligious  cannot  be  tolerated, 
because,  hy  sapping  religion,  tney  turn  into  ridicule  the 
sacrednesa  of  an  o&h»  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  so* 
detf." 

It  is  true,  that  on  this  occasion,  pushing  right  into  wrtnig, 
as  he  too  often  did,  he  mutilated  and  banished  to  Siberia  a 
miserable  creature,  who,  when  drunk,  had  been  guilty  of 
blasphemj.    So  intolerant  was  he  against  intolerance. 

The  Baskolniks  were,  and  still  are^  the  blind  and  uncom- 
promising enemies  of  all  innovation.  One  of  them,  at  that 
period,  even  believed  that  he  might  avenge  Heaven  by  an 
assassination.  Under  the  guise  of  a  suppliant,  this  fimatie 
had  easily  penetrated  into  the  chamber  of  the  prince ;  he 
was  already  within  reach  of  him,  and,  while  he  feigned  to 
implore  him,  his  hand  was  seeking  for  the  dagger  under  his 
dcithea,  when,  fortunately,  it  dropped  and  betrayed  the 
assassin,  by  idling  at  the  feet  of  the  c^ar- 

This  abortiye  crime  had  made  the  persecution  rage  with 
redoubled  fury,  when,  all  at  once,  a  frightful  report  was 
i^Mread;  it  was  soon  confirmed;^  several  hundred  of  these 
wretched  bemga  had  taken  refuge  in  a  chureb,  and,  rather  tinn 
abjure  their  superstitions,  had  set  fire  to  their  asylum,  leaving 
nothing  but  theb  ashes  to  their  persecutor.  A  hoirible 
sacrifice^  but  which  was  not  useless  f  ^  Peter  saw  his  errer ; 
his  intolerance  was  only  political;  it  was  enlightened  br 
these  flames,  which  religious  intolerance  witnessed  with  such 
atrocious  joy. 

Yet,  unable  to  forgive  these  sectaries  an  obstinacy  which 
was  victorious  over  his  own,  he  once  more  tried  agamst  them 
the  weapon  of  ridicule :  he  ordered  that  they  should  wear  a 
bit  of  yellow  stuff  on  their  backs,  to  distinguish  them  fix>ia 
his  other  subjects.  This  mark  of  humiliation,  however,  ihtf 
considered  as  a  distinction.  Some  malignant  advisers  endiMi- 
voured  to  rouse  his  anger  again,  but  he  replied,  ^JSo;  I 
have  learned  that  they  are  men  of  pure  morals ;  they  are  the 
most  upright  merchants  in  the  empire ;  and  neither  honour 
nor  the  welfare^  of  the  country  will  allow^  of  their  hemag 
martyred  for  their  errors.  Besides,  that  which  a  degrading 
badge  and  force  of  reason  have  been  unable  to  effect,  wiS 
never  be  accomplished  by  punishment;  let  them,  therefore^ 
live  in  peace." 


Digitized  by  Google 


JU).  1718]  .  .  OTMESTITKJK. 


Mi 


These  were  remarkable  words,  and  worthy  the  pupil  of 
Holland  and  England,  worthy  of  a  prince  to  whom  supersti- 
tion was  a  moat  inveterate  enemy.  In  reallly,  he  was  a 
believer,  but  not  credulous  ;  and  even  while  he  knelt  on  the 
field  of  victory,  lie  gave  thaulv^  to  God  alone  for  the  reward 
of  so  many  toils,  and  couid  separate  the  cause  of  Heaven 
from  that  of  the  priests  ;  it  was  his  wish  that  they  should  be 
citizens.  We  have  seen  that  he  subjected  them  to  the  samo 
taxes  as  his  other  subjects  ;  and  because  the  monks  eluded 
them,  he  diminished  their  numbers.  He  unmasked  the  super- 
stitious impostures  of  the  priests,  who  all  sought  to  close 
up  every  cranny  bj  which  the  light  might  have  a  chance  of 

reaching  them. 

Eor  tliis  reason,  they  held  Petersburg  in  abhorrence. 
According  to  tlieir  description  of  it,  this  half-built  city, 
by  which  Eussia  already  aspired  to  ci^'ilisation,  was  one  of 
tlie  nioLiths  of  hell.  It  was  they  who  obtained  from  tiie  un- 
fortunate  Alexis  a  proinij^e  that  it  should  be  destroyed. 
Their  prophecies  repeatedly  fixed  the  epoch  at  which  it  would 
be  overthrown  by  the  wrath  of  Heaven.  The  labours  upon  it 
were  then  suspended,  for  so  great  was  tlie  fear  thus  inspired, 
that  the  orders  of  the  terrible  czar  were  almost  issued  in 
vain. 

On  one  occasion,  these  lying  priests  were  for  some  days 
particularly  active ;  they  displayed  one  of  their  sacred  ima^s, 
irom  which  the  tears  flowed  miraculously  ;  it  wept  the  mte 
which  impended  over  those  who  dwelt  in  this  new  city. 

Its  hour  is  at  hand,"  said  they,  and  it  will  be  swallowed 
up,  with  all  its  inhabitants,  by  a  tremendous  inundatioii/' 
Oa  healing  of  this  miracle  of  the  tears,  the  treacherous  con- 
stroetioii  which  was  put  upon  it,  and  the  perturbation  which 
it  oecasionedy  Peter  thought  it  neeessarj  to  hasten  to  the 
stkot.  There,  in  the  midst  of  the  people,  who  were  petrified 
■wifth  tevror,  and  of  his  tongae^tied  court,  he  seized  the  mira- 
CulouB  image,  and  discovered  its  mechanism ;  the  multitude 
were  stupified  with  a  pious  horror,  but  he  opened  their  eyes 
by  showing  them,  in  those  of  the  idol,  the  congealed  oil, 
which  was  melted  by  the  flame  of  tapers  inside,  and  then 
flowed  drop  by  drop  through  openings  artfully  pzonded  for 
the  purnose. 

At  a  later  period  he  did  still  more;  the  horrible execotioii 
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of  ft  yuniag  Koasian  by  the  pneits  was  the  cause.  This  un- 
itgitonate  nudi  had  brought  back  from  Germanj  a  highly 
vahiibk  knowledge  of  me£dD6,  nd  badleft  there  some  super- 
atitious  pwju^oes.  Eor  this  reason  all  hia  motioM 
mlehed tbe^priasKi;  and  they  at  last  caught  up  aono 
l^i>affhtlet0  mffu  ag^MBSt  their  samd  TheyiBBne* 
(daUdy  arrested  tba  legenerated  young  Bussian,  seutoawid 
Mm  without  mercy,  and  put  him  to  a  toitimng  death. 

But  this  indiTOual  e\  il  produced  a  general  good.  Indig- 
iMBit  at  their  cruelty,  Peter  deprived  the  clergy  of  the  ri^^ 
of  condemning  to  death.  The  priests  loit  a  jma^txm 
wMeh  they  alleged  they  had  possessed  for  seven  centorie^ 
&om  the  time  of  Vladimir  the  Ghreat,  and  thus  ihB  lource 
ct  their  power  waa  ftr  ever  aimihili^ed  bj  tliia  eseoanbk 
abiueaf  it. 

It  was  particularly  in  that  sanguinary  year,  so  fttal  to 
tibe  last  hope  wbaeh  the  old  Buaaiaiia  placed  in  hia  aucces- 
aor^  tint  I^ier  leemed  in  liaste  to  sever  them  feom  their 
ancient  customs^  by  grrmg  an  entiiely  new  form  to  the 
adminktnifeion  of  his  empire*  Ai  &r  taek  as  1711^  be 
bad  akendy  replaced  old  supreme  court  ai  the  boran 
b^  a  aenste,  a  sov^e^  ocmneil,  into  wU^ 
Tices  might  obtain  admission,  independent  of  noble  origin. 
SabseffiBsnllT,  and  every  year,  onier  dhangea  had  been 
eilsetea*  iSsm^  in  1717,  he  bcottghi  from  Xraaee,  along 
with  a  comittetcial  tseaty,  the  inatitotion  of  a  general  pc^ce. 
But,  in  1718,  inatead  of  the  oid  pnkaa,  he  aubstatotedy  at 
one  stroke,  colleges  for  foreign  afiba,  msnl  affian,  finance, 
jnsfciae,  and  eenweMe,  and  fixed,  by  a  general  regulation, 
and  whAi  the  utmost  nmmtenes^  AenmctsonsandfEivil^es 
of  each  of  them. 

At  the  same  time,  when  oaDaUe  Bnssiana  weie  not  to  be 
fbvnd,  be  appointed  bis  Swedish  piaaoners,  aod  tiie  aimt 
emine^it  of  tWforeigners, to  fiU  S^teimsfcrak^  and 
judieial  sitaations.  Me  waa  esreftil  to  give  the  ingfaest 
oflieea  to  nathres,  and  the  second  to  fi^reigners,  that  Ibe  na* 
tvve  oAoeM  might  support,  againsl^l^e  pride  and  jealousy  «f 
their  eountrymen,  these  foreignen  who  served  themi  as 
inetruotors  and  gnidea.  ?ar  the  vuipose  of  feming  hia 
young  nobles  for  the  service  of  the  state,  he  adjoiBBd  a 
ciniisuisraUe  number  of  tiiem  to  eadi  college ;  and  there 
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degth  of  Gharles  XII.  was  immediately^  folkwed  hj  a 
jBrnilution  in  Swedia.  His  sister  Ulrica  Eleoaon^  who  was 
Berried  to  idie  ecown-prince  of  Heese  Cassel,  soeoeeded  him 
on  the  throne;  but  tho  eensfcitutiQtt  was  changed,  iifae 
dsspotio  authority  of  the  crown  was  reduced  to  a  mere 

queen  and  her  husband  became  the  took  of 
m  oligarefay,  who  usmpsd  all  the  powers  of  the  state.  The 
enr  and  the  new  queen  mutoaUj  pioteated  their  desire  for 
peace ;  but  Peter  at  the  sune  time  announced  to  the  Bwedish 
lienipotentiariea  that  if  the  propositions  he  had  made  wete 
BOfc  aee^ted  within  two  montiuBylie  mmld  march  forty  then* 
end  men  into  Sweden  to  expedite  the  negotiations. 

A  project  for  the  pacification  of  the  north,  the  very  oppo- 
site oem  that  eoncened  by  Gdrtz,  was  fomed  by  the  diet 
of  Brunswick.  The  ccmcocters  of  this  scheme  started  irom 
Ae  principle  that  the  G(  rmsn  possessions  of  Sweden  were 
more  onerous  than  profitable  to  tiiat  power,  as  the  occasions 
of  interminable  wars.  It  was  zesolved,  theMEfoie,  l^at  they 
sboaid  be  abandoned  to  the  powmthat  had  conquered  them  9 
bnt  as  it  was  reasonable  that  the  new  possessors  should  pixr> 
chase  the  ratification  of  their  titles  by  some  services  to  the 
common  caos^  tiiey  were  required  to  aid  Sweden  in  recovering 
poisession  of  iinlsnd  and  of  Liyonia^  the  granary  of  that 
kamdom.  Of  all  the  csar^s  conqueste  nothing  was  to  be  left 
to  h&n  bat  Petsrsbun^,^  Gronstadt,  and  Karva;  and  if  be 
sslued  to  assent  to  fliia  arrangement,  all  the  oontraoting 
powers  were  to  unite  ibeir  fovm  and  compel  him  to  subipit. 
□3ds  was  one  of  those  briUiaat  and  ciiimerical  schemes  with 
whidi  dipkmiatiBts  someiimes  sBowtlieir  minds  to  be  so  das^ 
ded,  aa  not  to  be  convinced  of  tiMtr  impiaoticabiHty  until 
aftsr  a  bviidi  waste  of  blood.' 

Whibt  the  allies  were  in  imaginartdon  depriving  Beter  of 
Us  conqnests^  Sinumn,  his  adnmnl,  took  mm  the  Swedes 
iwo  ships  of  the  line  and  a  brigaotine,  whidi  were  cwying 
mna  to  Stoddiolm.  The  qaeen  of  Sweden,  however,  en- 
«onzi^ged  by  the  promises  made  ber  by  Lord  Carteret,  the 
ambsMdor  of  Gecsrge  I.,  intiiMted  to  the  cat  that  die 
would  break  off  tiie  coniforaiosa  at  Aland  if  he  did  not  con* 
sent  to  restore  all  the  provinces  he  had  conquered.  By  way 
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of  reply,  Peter  went  in  June,  1719,  with  a  fleet  of  30  ships, 
150  galleyy,  and  300  barges,  carrying  in  all  40,000  men,  to 
Aland,  took  up  his  station  for  a  "SThilo  under  the  clills  of  the 
island  of  Tiainelaad,  and  sent  Apraxin  to  ravage  the  wastes 
on  the  right  of  Stockholm,  whilst  Lessy  destroyed  everything 
on  the  left  of  the  city.  North  and  south  Teliae,  ?s^ykoping, 
Norkoping,  Osthammer,  and  Oregrund,  together  with  two 
small  towns,  were  burned,  besides  150  noble  mansions,  43 
mills,  1360  villages,  21  copper,  iron,  and  tile  works — among 
the  iron  works  one  was  worth  300,000  dollars ;  100,000  cattli 
were  slaughtered,  and  80,000  ban  of  iron  thrown  into  the 
lea.  The  mines  were  blown  up  and  the  woods  set  on  fire, 
and  Stockholm  itself  was  seriously  threatened.  Meanwhile, 
the  English  fleet  under  admiral  Norris  agdn  entered  the 
Baltic.  Peter  sent  a  message  to  the  Eoglidi  admiral  asking 
peremptorilj  whether  he  came  only  as  airiend  to  Sweden,  er 
as  an  enemy  to  Bussia.  The  admiral's  answer  was,  that  as 
vet  he  had  no  positive  orders.  This  equivocal  reply  did  not 
kinder  Peter  from  keeping  the  sea,  and  incessantly  hanwsi]^ 
the  Swedes  before  the  eyes  of  their  naval  allies. 

The  Swedish  oligarchs  and  their  mock  king*  had  reckoned 
in  vain  upon  the  intercession  of  the  English  ambassador^ 
and  the  aid  of  the  admiral  and  his  fleet.  Carteret  was  not 
even  listened  to  by  Peter,  and  admiral  Norris  did  not 
venture  to  attack  the  Sussians,  because  he  knew  that  the 
English  nation  was  dissatisfied  with  the  politics  of  their  king 
and  of  his  ministers,  who  favoured  his  Hanoverian  plans. 
The  Swedes  were  at  length  obliged  to  acquiesce  in  tiie 
Bossiaii  demands :  negotiations  for  peace  were  again  com«> 
menced  in  Nysfcadt  at  the  end  of  the  year  1720,  but  their 
conclusion  was  only  brought  about  at  the  dose  of  tiie  fid- 
lowing  year  by  the  exercise  of  some  further  crueltieB  on 
the  part  of  the  Eussians.  The  Swedes  had  demanded  a 
cessation  of  hostilities  during  the  whole  time  in  whioh  the 
negotiations  were  pending,  but  Peter  only  granted  it  till 
May,  1721,  in  order  to  compel  the  council  of  state  to  oome 
to  a  resolution  by  that  time ;  and  as  they  still  procrastinated, 
the  whole  coast  of  Sweden  was  again  ^undered  and  devaa- 
tated  in  the  month  of  June.  The  jiussmn  incendiaxiea 
landed  in  sight  of  the  English,  whose  fleet,  under  admiral 
♦  Ulrica  had  ceded  the  cioirn  to  her  hiuiUad. 
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NorriSy  still  continued  in  the  Baltic,  but  did  not  Tentiire  to 
lend  anj  asaistance  to  the  Swedes.  Tho  whole  coast,  firam 
Gefle  as  far  as  Umea,  was  ravaged ;  four  small  towns, 
nizieteeu  -villages,  eighty  noble  and  five  hundred  peasants' 
houses  burnt;  twelve  iron-works  and  eight  saw-mills  de- 
stroyed; six  gaUejs  and  other  ships  carried  away.  Peter's 
plenipotenHarief  at  last  prevailed;  for  so  he  jocularly  called  - 
his  soldiers  and  sailors  who  were  committing  such  horrible 
destruction  in  Sweden,  Negotiations  were  again  opened  in 
Ifystadty  a  small  town  of  JB^inland,  and  the  war  of  twenfy- 
■  one  yeara  was  closed  by  a  peace  dictated  by  the  conquering 
czar. 

The  provinces  ceded  to  Bussia  by  the  peace  of  Nystadt 
{10th  September,  1721)  were  Livonia,  Esthonia,  and  Oareliay 
together  with  Yiborg,  Kezholm,  and  the  island  of  Oesel; 
on  the  other  hand,  Peter  restored  iFinland^  with  the  ezcep- 
tion  of  Yiborg  and  Eexholm,  and  promised  to  pay  two  um* 
Uons.of  dollars,  but  in  the  first  years  of  the  peace  scarcely 
paid  off  half  a  million. 

From  this  time  forward^  the  despotic  sway  and  militaiy 
oppression  of  Bussia  became  the  dread  of  all  neighbouring 
countries  and  people.  All  contributed  to  the  external  great* 
ness  and  splendour  of  the  ruler  of  a  barbarous  but  power- 
ful race  of  slaves,  whom  he  constrained  to  adopt  the  vest- 
ments of  dviliaation.  The  csar  commanded  in  Poland  and 
Scandinavia,  where  weak  or  wicked*  governments  were  con- 
stantlv  in  dread  from  the  discontent  of  the  people.  He  also 
gained  an  influence  in  Ghrmany,  which  ultimatelv  caused  no 
amall  anxiety  to  the  emperor  and  the  empire.  The  Bussian 
minister  Bratujef  played  the  chief  part  in  Sweden  in  all 
political  a&irs,  sometimeBT  by  counsel  and  sometimes  by 
threats^  sometimes  by  mediation  and  sometimes  by  com- 
mands. Bestujef  was  powerful  in  the  Swedish  council,  and 
at  the  same  time,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  d  his 
master,  aUmed  artists,  artisans,  worbnei^  and  all  those  who 
had  been  deprived  of  occupation,  or  rumed,  by  the  late  in- 
roads of  tiie^Russians,  to  remove  with  their  tools,  manu&c- 
tures,  and  trades  to  Bussia.  Peter  employed  these  people 
in  all  parts  of  his  empire  to  raise  up  msnu&ctories,  to 
originate  trades^  and  to  set  mines  and  uron-works  in  action. 
The  Bussian  minister  spoke  in  a  no  less  commanding  tone  in 
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Copenhagen  than  in  Sweden,  for  Denmark  was  also  fright- 
ened by  Peter's  threats  to  adopt  and  second  the  cause  of  the 
duke  of  Ilolstein.  The  duke  was  detained  in  Russia  by 
repeated  promises,  of  whose  falfihncut  there  was  litlie  pros- 
pect. The  Poles,  through  Eussian  mediation,  were  at  length 
reconciled  to  their  king,  and  the  Kussiana  not  only  kept 
firm  possession  of  Com-land,  but  remained  in  Poland  itself, 
under  the  pretence  of  preserving  the  peace  of  the  country. 
Peter,  nevertheless,  in  his  negotiations  Tvith  G-ortz  and 
Charles  XII.,  had  showed  himself  well  inclined  to  sacrifice 
king  An^istus  to  his  plans ;  but  this  ^f*M^'^r^  was  fouh 
tratcd  bv  the  death  of  Cliarlea. 

Peter  liad  now  achieved  a  prodigious  amount  of  external 
and  internal  power ;  yet  the  original  nucleus  of  it  all  was 
nothing  more  than  fifty  young  companions  in  debauchery, 
whom  he  transformed  into  soldiers,  and  the  remains  of  a 
sailing-boat,  which  had  been  left  forgotten  in  a  magasdne. 
In  twenty-fire  years^  tiiis  wed,  aimed  by  a  skilful  and 
yigorous  hand,  bad,  on  the  one  part,  pfodooed  two  hundnd 
thousand  men,  divided  into  xegiBBents,  aai  cbh- 

toned,  witLtiuBe  hundred  fi^d-piece%  ia  ocnnanent  quaiteoi; 
a  hoij  of  engineers,  and^  piartiailarly,  of  tbrnndftble  artiUei^ 
max;  aiud  fourteen  thousand  pieoes  of  cannon,  deposited  m 
a  great  oenical  establishment,  in  the  ibrtresses,  and  three 
simtazy  magariiies  on  the  frontiers  of  tlie  three  chief 
national  enemies,  the  Turks,  the  Poles,  and  the  Swedes. 
On  the  other  hand,  from  the  relies  of  the  sailing^boaik  ind 
azisoL  iAaxtf  shups  of  the  line,  a  proportionate  number  of 
frigates  and  smalmr  tessels  of  war,  two  hundred  galiflipi  wi& 
Bsdls  and  oars,  and  a  moltitttde  of  experienced  marines 

But  with  what  treasures  did  Peter  nndeftake  the  moral 
and  physical  transformation  of  sash  m  extensire  empire  f 
We  behold  aa  entice  lead  metamorpliosed :  cities  conteniii^ 
a  hundred  thousand  souls,  ports,  canals,  ai^  eatabtishBOilfei 
o£all  kinds,  created ;  thousands  of  skilfiil  Beropeons  atlnoM, 
maintiMned,  mad  fewmrded;  sevncal  fleets  built,  and  otibn 
ndaud;  a  pcraiaaent  axnj  of  a  hundred  and  twei^ 
iboBsandsientnaaed,  equipped,  pcovidedwitkeveiyspeeiBe 
of  arms  and  nnmmutioa,  and  rnnml  trnies  sensngped ;  sub^ 
Bidies  of  Biea  and  money  gzven  to  Poind ;  and  isor  unn 
nadfirtakeoL  Qneof thoBemn  q^Medoferiialf  of Bovope^ 
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and  wlien  it  kad  lasted  tiranty-one  7610*8,  the  treasury  from 
wbich  it  was  fed  stiU  zemained  folL  And  Pator,  whose 
nraiues  on  lua  aceeflnon  to  the  throne  did  not  exceed  a  few 
hundred  thousand  pounds^  declared  tp  Mimudi  that  he 
could  have  earned  ca  the  war  for  twentf-one  jean  knger 
without  contracting  any  debt.'* 

Will  order  and  eeonooiy  be  sufBdent  to  aoeoimt  &r  thew 
phenomena?  We  mos^  oouhtleas,  admire  them  ia  the  cv^ 
who  refdsed  hinMelf  every  superflxiity  at  the  same  time  that 
he  spared  nothing  for  the  impnmment  of  his  enmixe. 
Mueh  must  have  Men  cttbed  when^  after  having  wrested  the 
indireet  taxes  from  the  bojirsy  who  were  at  onoe  eirily 
militarj,  and  financial  managers,  and  from  tiiose  to  whom 
Ae  bo^an  sdd  in  portions  the  coiDeeting  of  them,  Beteiv  i*^ 
imitation  of  Holland,  entnuted  the  flnanees  to  eommittass 
eomposed  of  select  merehanfcs.  We  may  also  fod  hm  surprise 
at  the  increase  of  his  revenue,  after  we  have  seen  him 
sahjeeting  to  taxation  the  derig^  as  weU  as  the  Imtjr; 
snppresaing  a  number  of  monaBteines,  by  forbidding  monasoe 
vows  to  be  taken  before  the  age  of  fifly ;  and  vmtiiiff  their 
estates  to  the  domains  of  the  crown,  which  were  sweSed  br 
confiscatioiis,  by  the  reverting  back  of  his  brother  Ivan^ 
appanage,  and  by  his  conqnesto  from  the  Swedes. 

We  must  remark,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  opened 
his  states  to  foreign  eommercst,  and  to  the  treasures  of 
Borope,  whidi  were  csnied  thither  to  be  exchanged  for  the 
many  raw  materials  which  had  hitherto  remained  valueless ; 
we  must  consider  the  augm^Ktation  of  revenue  which  neces- 
aarily  ensued,  and  the  possibility  of  requiring  to  be  paid  in 
money  a  multitude  of  taxes  which  had  previously  been  paid 
in  kind.  Thus,  in  place  of  quotas  of  provisions,  which  were 
brought  from  great  distances,  and  were  highly  oppre^^sive 
to  the  people,  he  bubstiiuted  a  tax;  and  the  sum  ndised  was 
applied  to  the  payment  of  contractors.  It  is  true  that  even 
under  this  new  isj  stt'in  the  state  was  sliamcfidly  robbed  1  for 
the  nobles  contrived  in  aeerct  to  get  the  contracts  into  their 
own  hands,  in  order  to  fatten  upon  the  blood  of  the  people  ; 
but  Peter  at  lengtli  perceived  tljoni-  the  evil  betrayed  itself 
by  it  own  enoriDity.  The  czar  then  created  commissions  of 
inquiiy,  passed  whole  days  in  them,  and,  during  several 
years,  keeping  these  great  peculators  always  in  sight,  made 
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them  disgorge  by  fines  and  confiacations,  and  punished  tbem 
by  tiie  knout,  the  baiter,  and  the  axe. 

To  this  superintendence  by  the  head  of  the  state,  which, 
subsequently  to  1715,  the  contraction  of  the  war  within  a 
narrower  circle  allowed  him  to  exert,  let  us  add  the  increase 
of  salary  to  the  coUectors,  which  deprived  them  of  all  pretext 
for  misconduct.  Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that  most  of  the 
stipends  were  paid  in  kind ;  and  that,  for  several  years,  the 
war,  being  carried  on  out  of  the  empire,  supplied  its  own 
wants.  It  must  be  observed,  too,  that  the  cities  and  pro- 
vinces in  which  the  troops  were  afterwards  auartered 
famished  their  pay  on  the  spot,  by  which  the  cliarge  of 
discount  was  saved;  and  that  the  measures  which ther 
adopted  for  their  subsistence  appear  to  have  been  municipal, 
and  consequently  as  little  oppressive  as  possible.  FinaUyt 
we  must  remark,  in  1721,  tbe  substitution,  in  place  of  the 
Tatar  house-tax,  of  a  poll-tax,  which  was  a  real  impost  on 
land,  aasessed  according  to  a  census  repeated  every  twenty 

Saars,  and  the  payment  of  which  the  agriculturists  regu- 
ted  among  themselves,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  their 
produce. 

At  the  same  time,  the  reformer  refused  to  foreigners  the 
privilege  of  trading  with  each  other  in  ^Russia ;  he  even  gave 
to  his  subjects  exclusively  the  right  of  conveying  to  the 
frontiers  of  the  empire  the  merchandise  which  foreigners  had 
bought  from  them  in  the  interior.  Thus  he  ensured  to  his 
own  people  the  profit  of  carriage.  In  1716  he  chose  rather 
to  give  up  an  advantageous  aliiance  with  the  English,  than  to 
relinquish  this  right  iu  their  favour.* 

But  all  the  causes  we  Lave  enumerated  will  not  yet 
account  for  the  poissibility  of  so  many  gij^antic  undertakings, 
nud  audi  immense  results,  with  a  tixed  reveuuu  iu  spetie, 
which,  in  1715,  was  estimated,  by  an  attentive  observer,  at  only 
some  millions  of  roubles.  But  in  the  fiscal  expedients  of  a 
despotic  emjjire  it  is  to  fluctuating:  revenue,  illegal  resources, 
and  arbitrary  measures  tlmt  we  mudt  direct  our  attention  ; 
astonishment  then  ceases,  and  then  begins  pity  for  one  party, 

*  Every  one  now  knows  that  measures  likd  these  are  contrary  to 

Bound  commercial  principles;  hut  that  fan t  was  not  dreamed  of  until 
a  century  after  Peter's  death.  The  repeal  of  the  £DgliBh  naYigatioa 
laws  is  an  event  of  yesterday. 
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indigiiiiiii0n  agaiort  another,  and  anrprise  excited  hj  the 
imorance  with  respect  to  commercial  aiffiurs  which  is  dis- 
^yed  by  the  hieh  and  mighty  ^niuses  of  despotism,  in 
comparison  with  the  unening  inatinet  which  is  mamfested 
by  tne  humblest  community  of  men  who  are  free. 
.  It  is  the  genioB  of  Biiaaiaii  despotism,  therefore,  that  we 
muat  c|ue8tion  as  to  the  means  by  which  it  produced  such 
gigantic  results ;  but  however  far  it  may  be  disposed  to  push 
its  frightful  candour,  will  it  point  out  to  us  its  army  recruited 
by  men  whom  the  villages  sent  tied  together  in  pairs,  and  at 
their  own  expense  ?  Soldiers  at  a  penny  a  day, pavable  eray 
four  months,*  and  ofiben marching  without  pay ;  sunres  whom 
it  was  thought  quite  enough  to  feed,  and  who  were  contented 
with  some  handfuls  of  rye,  or  of  oai»  made  into  gruel,  or  into 
ill-baked  bread  ;t  unfortunate  wretches,  who,  in  spite  of  the 
blunders  of  their  generals,  were  compelled  to  be  victorious, 
under  pain  of  bein^  decimated  !|  (Sr  will  this  despotism 
confess  that,  while  it  gave  nothing  to  these  ser&,  who  were 
enlisted  for  life,  it  required  evei^thing  from  them;  that, 
after  twenty-one  years  of  war,  it  compell^them  to  dig  canals, 
lUte  nuserable  bond-sUves  ?  "  For  they  ought  to  senre  their 
country,''  said  Fetor,  "  either  by  defending  or  enriching  it ; 
that  is  what  they  are  made  for.'* 

Gould  this  autocrat  pride  himself  on  the  perennial  fulness  of 
an  exchequer,  which  violated  its  engagements  in  sucb  a  roan* 
ner,  that  most  of  the  foreigners  who  were  in  his  service  were 
anxious  to  quit  it?  What  answer  could  he  make  to  that  hollow 
and  lengthened  groan,  which,  even  yet,  seems  to  rise  from 
every  house  in  Taganrok,  and  in  Petersburg,  and  from  his 
forts,  built  by  the  most  deadly  kind  of  stotute-labour,  and 
peopled  by  requisitions  P  One  half  of  the  inhaUtimto  of  the 
vUlages  were  sent  to  construct  them,  and  were  relieved  by 
the  other  half  every  six  months ;  and  the  weakest  and  the 
most  industrious  of  them  never  more  saw  their  homes ! 

These  unfortunate  beings,  whatever  might  be  their  calling, 
from  the  common  delver  to  the  watchmaker  and  jeweller,  were 
torn  without  mercy  from  their  fimilies,  their  ploughs,  thm 
workshops,  and  their  counting-houses.  Thej  toiveUed  to 
their  protracted  torture  at  their  own  expense ;  they  worked 

♦  See  Manstein.  f  See  JPeny. 

X  See  Eamensky,  Ufe  of  Mentcbikof. 
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without  any  pay.  Some  were  compelled  to  fill  up  swamps, 
and  build  houses  on  them;  others,  to  remove^  thith» 
Buddenlv,  and  establish  their  trade  there ;  and  the  whole  of 
these  hapless  men,  one  part  of  whom  were  bent  to  the  earth 
with  toil,  and  the  other  part  in  a  manner  lost  in  a  new  world, 
were  so  badly  fed  and  sheltered,  or  breathed  such  a  pesti- 
lential air,  that  the  BuBsions  of  that  period  used  to  say  that 
Petersburg  was  built  upon  a  bed  of  human  skeletons. 

Listen  to  the  complaints  of  the  nobles  and  the  richest 
merchants :  after  the  gifb  of  a  hundred  vessels  had  been 
required  from  them,  iliey  were  forced  to  unite  in  this  slough 
to  build  stone  houses,  and  were  also  constrained  to  live  there 
at  a  much  Greater  expense  than  they  would  have  incurred  in 
their  own  homes.  And  when  even  the  clerG^y  remonstrated 
against  the  excessive  taxes  laid  upon  the  priests,  wlio  were 
able  to  indemnify  themselves  out  of  tlieir  ilocks,  wlio  can  be 
astonished  at  the  possibility  of  so  many  creations,  and  at  the 
plenitude  of  a  treasiny  which  <^eaedao  widely  to  raoeive^  and 
ao  scantily  to  disburse  ? 

Personal  services,  taxes  in  kind,  taxes  in  money,  these 
wm  the  t^iree  main  sources  of  the  power  of  the  czar.  We 
hm9  jiut  nen  what  estimate  we  ought  to  form  as  to  the 
maimer  in  which. the  first  of  these  was  employed.  As  to  the 
tma  ift  kind  and  in  mom^,  how  could  the  inmilated  edea  of 
moA  a  mnltitiide  of  tax-payers,  who  weve  scattered  orer  so 
iiride  a  spaee^  ima  zeaolied  the  present  age,  if  the  exceaa  of  a 
aniltai»mia  aid  imimnl  evil  had  not  blmded  them  into 
ane  vaat  atcaagot  gfen  than  time  and  space  P  It  is 

from  this  we  leant  the  names  of  the  thraig  of  taxes  which 
vare  laid  upon  eyerythiK,  end  et^  emr  opportunity,  for  tbe 
imr, tiu>  adWaltr,  ther^iting-servi^,  tor  the  bms used 
in  the  pubHc  works,  for  the  brick  and  lime -kilns  required  In 
the  budding  of  Petersburg,  fat  the  poat-oi^ee,  the  goyem* 
ment  offices,  the  eztaMxrdinary  erpeaees^  lor  the  contEte- 
tions  in  kind,  for  the  requisitions  of  men  and  their  pay  and 
subsistenee,  and  for  the  salariea  of  those  who  were  in  plaec ; 
to  which  must  be  added  iBmunerable  other  duties  on  mitti^ 
pendfly  katiuiy  beehives,  meadows,  gardens,  and,  in  the  tonvBSL 
m,  eraij  iquare  ^ritem  of  land  whieh  btm  the  name  oc 
black,  or  non-fiee;  and  all  this  'was  s^ggravated  by  other 
exorbitant  and  grinding  iMwdfliw,  end  bjr  iwciiig  the  arfei- 
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$mB  in  proportioii  to  the^  mAxistry  and  ikm  assumed  * 
wealth;  the  result  of  which  was  thafc  they  concealed  botik; 
tJie  most  labonous  of  them  buried  &eir  earnings  that  they 
might  hide  them  itom  the  nobles ;  and  the  nobles  ^trusted 
ibm  xiehee  to  teeigft  hamJsMj  t^th^  night  lade  bam 
the  czar. 

To  tius  wt  htm  yet  to  add  tiie  eeeondary  oj^^nsBions  ^ 
eollectona^  whose  Mmual  pay  wsBy  for  a  long  time,  only  m 
xoiiUeB ;  andwhOy  nflrertheless,  accttmnkliedfDrtnneB  in  four 
yMBSy  £br  they  converted  to  thair  own  use  two-thirds  of  tii0 
aiMM  which  the^  extorted;  eseeuiiiig  by  k)rture  wboem 
was  unable  to  pof  ,  ikej  made  ^  most  hornUe  nisiiae  of 
the  imlimitod  powers  iHnoky  aoeording  to  the  praciiee  of 
riiariute  goveiauBiBnts,  ware  neoennrily  entrusted  to  themi 
cbsjpotisin  hemxg  unable  to  act  otherwise  tim  by  delegation. 

These  men  had  tiie  nght  of  levying  taxes  cm  all  the 
markets  of  the  eoBntry,  of  laying  whatever  duties  iSa&f 
pkttsed  npon  oosmoditiesy  sad  of  breaking  into  houses,  iix 
the  purpose  of  preventuur  or  diacorering  in&actkms  of  thdr 
osders:  so  tiiat  the  unSntnnste  DeopUi,  fading  theife  tbay 
had  nought  which  they  could  call  their  own,  and  that  evezy- 
tbing,  even  to  their  indasfnY,  belonged  to  the  csar,  oessed  to 
easrt  tibensdm  tar  wtam  wbrn  a  mne  sabsistegBee,  sad  losfc 
tint  spirit  wkioh  only  a  nan's  penMBsl  interpst  toaa  in^pve; 
AimraiB^,  tin  ferosts  were  jpe^led  witk  men  drirai  lie 
dsnefstioo,  sad  these  who  st  nnt  rensined  n  tin  ^rillagcd, 
Aamng  thst  they  wise  obliged  to  pay  Ite  loans  of  the  fogi* 
tires  as  ndl  as  tiieir  own,  speedily  joined  tinvcompemoos. 

"Wluit  can  bear  witness  more  strongly  to  the  naordersd 
ststo  of  tiiDsetbinstinatiiefiieto tliem^^  Xlnjshow 
as  grtiednos,  i^n  were  possessed  of  tiie  Ing^est  eredii^ 
lepeetedlj  eenifieted  of  enaesding  tiie  puWe  moner;  otinon, 
lumged  er  belneded;  md  a  ^e^anoellor  hhnseff  dsraig, 
withont  any  aatinrity,  to  give  plaoes  and  pensians,  and,  in 
as  poor  a  eotantry,  cosLtrinng  to  poilcin  nearly  a  handred  sad 
£0^  thoussad  pounds.  It  was  aot^  tiienfine,  tiie  ozsr  alons 
wmm  tiie  people  seoosed  of  their  safBnings.  But  suA  is 
the  tenure  of  despotism,  that,  in  depriving  the  people  of 
tinir  will,  it  takra  upon  itself  tin  winJerespo  All, 
kenaser,  agree  tiai,  sboot  1715,  tiiey  meld  their  easr 
aiieunded  at  tin  sspeel;  of  andi  amnerous.  evis;  thegr 


Digitized  by 


352 


filSTOBX  OF  BUSSIA*  [cp.  XXTUI. 


acknowledge  the  efforts  whicli  he  had  made,  and  that  all  of 
them  had  not  been  fruitless. 

But,  at  the  same  time,  to  account  for  the  inexhaustible 
abundance  of  the  autocrat's  treasury,  they  represent  him  to 
us  as  moiKipoHsing  everything  for  his  own  benefit,  giving  to 
the  current  coin  of  his  empire  the  value  which  suited  his 
purpose,  and  receivinc^  it  from  foreigners  at  no  more  than  its 
intrinsic  worth.  Tht  v  accuso  him  of  having  engrossed  the 
purchase  or  sale  of  nurnberiess  native  and  foreign  produc- 
tions, either  by  smldeiily  taxing  various  kinds  of  merchan- 
dise, or  bv  nssuming  the  right  of  being  the  exchisive  pur- 
chaser, at  his  own  price,  to  rcII  again  at  an  exorbitant  price 
when  he  had  bccoiiu)  the  suie  possessor.  They  say  also  that, 
forestalling;  overvthmg,  their  czar  made  himself  the  solo  mer- 
chant trading  from  European  liussia  to  China  and  Siberia, 
as  well  as  the  sole  mint-master,  the  sole  trader  in  tobacco, 
soap,  talc,  pitch,  and  tar;  that  having  also  declared  himself 
the  only  public-house  keeper  in  an  empire  where  dniuken- 
ness  liekl  sovereigri  sway,  this  monopoly  annuallv  brought 
bac  Ic  into  his  coii'ers  ail  the  pay  that  had  been  disbursed  from 
them. 

AVhen,  in  171G,  he  wished  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his 
second  journey  to  Holland,  and  at  the  same  time  ayoid  being 
a  loser  by  the  rate  of  exchange,  what  was  the  phan  ^\liich  he 
adopted?  TTe  laid  liands  on  all  the  leather  intended  for 
exportation,  which  he  paid  for  at  a  7naximum  fixed  by  him- 
self, and  then  exported  it  on  his  own  account,  the  proceeds 
being  made  payable  in  Holland,  where  it  was  purchased  by 
foreigners. 

It  is  thus  that  many  of  his  contemporaries  explain  the 
riches  of  a  prince  who  was  the  principal  manufacturer  and 
merchant  of  a  great  empire,  the  creator,  the  superintendent 
of  its  arts.  In  his  eyes,  his  subjects  were  nothing  more  than 
workmen,  whose  labours  he  prompted,  estimated,  and  re- 
warded according  to  his  own  pleasure ;  he  reserved  to  himself 
the  sale  of  the  produce  of  their  industry,  and  the  immense 
jKTofitB  which  he  thus  gained  he  employed  in  doubling  that 
produce. 

What  a  singular  founder  of  commerce  in  his  empire  was  a 
monarch  who  drew  it  all  within  his  own  sphere,  and  absorbed 
it  in  himself!  We  msy,  howerer,  be  aOimed  to  believe  that 
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he  sometimes  became  a  merchant  and  manu&cturer,  as  he 
b^me  a  soldier  and  a  sulor,  for  the  sake  of  example,  and 
ihat  the  obstinate  repugnance  of  his  ignorant  subiects  to 
many  branches  of  industry  and  commerce  long  compelled  him 
to  retain  the  monopoly  of  them,  whether  he  would  or  not. 

It  is  curlouB  to  remark  bow  his  despotism  recoiled  upon 
himself  when  he  interfered  with  matters  so  impatient  of 
arbitrary  power  as  trade  and  credit.  SoloTief  is  an  example 
of  this.  Assisted  by  the  privileges  which  Peter  had  granted 
to  him,  that  merchant  succeeded  in  establishing  at  Amster- 
dam the  first  commercial  Eussian  factory  that  had  ever  been 
worthy  of  notice ;  but  in  1717,  when  the  czar  visited  Holland  < 
for  the  second  time,  his  greedy  courtiers  irritated  him  against 
their  fellow-countryman.  Solovief  had  not  chosen  to  ransom 
himself  from  the  envy  which  his  riches  inspired.  They 
therefore  slandered  him  to  their  sovereign  ;  he  was  arrested 
and  sent  back  to  Kussia ;  his  correspondents  lost  their 
advances ;  confidence  was  ruined,  and  the  autocrat,  by  con- 
liscating  t\n^  source  oi"  richeo,  debtruyed  his  work  with  his 
own  hand.* 

Here,  then,  as  far  as  regards  his  external  resources,  is 
solved  the  miracle  of  such  sudden  and  wonderful  creations 
of  all  kinds  !  Can  our  age  feel  surprise  at  an}  thing  whatever 
effected,  in  the  lapse  of  live-and-twenty  years,  by  confis- 
cations, arbitrary  taxes,  monopolies,  requisitions,  compul- 
sory labour,  and  a  mind  iliat  shrinks  not  from  the  use  of  the 
most  desperate  means?  And  when  to  all  these  powerful 
movers  we  add  the  docile  disposition  arising  from  long 
slavery,  what  ground  can  there  remain  for  astonishment  ? 
Do  not  the  onions  and  the  servitude  of  Egypt  suiBffciently 
explain  the  enormous  magnitude  of  its  pyramids  ? 

*  Tet  he  had  a  glimpse  of  something  like  free-trade  principles*  He 

would  never  impose  any  higher  penalty  on  smuggling  than  confisca- 
tion. "  Commerce,"  lie  said,  "  is  like  a  timid  maiden,  who  is  scared 
by  rough  usage,  and  must  be  won  by  gentle  means.  Smuggle 
who  will,  and  welcome.  The  merchant  who  exposes  himself  to  the 
chance  of  having  his  gooda  confiscated,  runs  a  greater  risk  than  my 
treasury.  If  he  cheats  me  nine  times  and  I  catch  him  the  tenth,  I 
shall  be  no  loser  by  the  game.'* 
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Great  were  the  rejoicings  in  Russia,  and  especially  in 
Petersburg,  on  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  wliick  had  so  pros- 
perously terminated  a  long  and  terrible  war.  All  delinquents 
in  priaou  were  released,  excepting  only  those  guilty  of  robbery, 
mui'der,  and  high  treason ;  and  all  arrears  of  taxes  due  to 
^  the  czar's  treasury  were  remitted.  A  grand  naval  gala  was 
held,  not  the  least  conspicuous  obiect  in  which  was  the  small 
sailing  vessel,  the  first  sight  oi  which  had  inspired  the  czar 
with  the  idea  of  creating  a  navy.  His  biographers  tell  us 
with  what  care  he  delighted  to  adorn  it,  to  cover  it  with 
gilded  copper,  and  arm  it  with  silver  cannon ;  with  what 
precautions  he  had  it  brought  from  Archangel  to  Petersburg ; 
how,  on  its  arrival,  he  himself  assumed  the  office  of  its  pilot, 
while  the  highest  grandees  of  his  empire  acted  as  sailors ; 
how  he  steered  it  through  his  fleet,  which  was  dressed  out 
with  flags,  and  pointed  out  to  it,  as  it  were,  those  ofigantic 
vesseb  which  had  been  so  often  victorious,  and  which  saluted 
the  humble  boat  hy  voUeys  from  the  whole  of  their  artillery ; 
so  that,  as  the  czar  expressed  it,  "this  worthy  little  grand- 
latlier  might  receive  tlie  com})liment3  of  all  these  fine  chil- 
dren, who  were  indebted  to  liiiu  for  their  existence."  In  the 
midst  of  the  reifncings  Peter  was  promoted  to  the  rani'  of 
admiral,  and  tlu'  senate  solemnly  couferred  npon  hin^  the 
titles  of  Great  J  I^mperor,  and  Father  of  his  country. 

*'  Emperor"  is  tlie  name  of  a  conventional  dignity,  which 
belongs  de  jure  to  whoever  enjoys  it  de  facto ;  but  history 
may  challenge  Peter's  right  to  the  appeUations  of  Great 
and  Father  of  his  country.  Prodigious  strength  of  will,  and 
extraordinary  perceptive  and  imitative  powers,  the  scope  of 
which  was  yet  rigidly  limited  to  material  objects,  fall  far  short 
of  constituting  a  great  man.  In  one  to  whom  that  title  is  due 
all  the  faculties  of  human  nature  must  edst  in  well-b^anced 
development  and  vigour ;  but  Peter  wasft  monl  monster,  half* 
giant,  half-dwarf.  Kor  were  his  relations  with  his  people  in 
any  respect  paternal;  he  was  their  mereileeB  taskmaster,  and 
that  was  alt  He  was,  indeed,  the  mator  of  that  official 
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"Rjmm&f  Iteb  ^empiee  of  noitliing  bat  fiifades,*'  wMeh  exists 
to  this  dagr.  Tbe  seevolntion  he  effected  dhided  Bussia  into 
two  mnitinllj  nmagnant  parts :  a  domiiiaat  oeste  of  pkusemen 
and  soldiers,  and  llie  mass  of  the  natiozi,  whieh  has  nam  yet 
aeeepted  his  xefibmiB,  nor  abated  one  jot  of  its  passiye  resist- 
ance to  a^BTStem  which  it  justly  regards  as  an  aggravatum  of 
its  daveiy* 

Peter  had  norer  been  at  mj  pains  to  conceal  his  indiffer- 
enee  or  eontempt  for  the  national  chnrdi ;  bat  it  was  not 
until  that  cplmnmting  point  in  his  histoxy  at  which  we  are 
now  acrT?edy.that  he  ventured  to  accomptish  his  design  of 
abolishing'^e  office  of  patriardi.  He  had  left  it  unfilled  for 
ane^d^wenfy  years,  and -he  finrmally  suppressed  it  after  the 
condLaauni  of  the  peace  of  KjstEdt,  ^-hen  Heayen  had  de- 
dared  in  his  'Amnir,  as  it  seemed  to-ihe  mnltitnde,  who  always 
beHere  the  Deitjrto  be  on  the  strengBst  aide.  Sn  the  follow- 
ing ^ear,  howoTer,  the  synod,  in  spite  of  llhcophaiiee,  its 
presidesit,  whom  we  mi^  ciHisider  as  his  mbxister  reiigious 
o&dn,  dflOEod  to  desire  thai  a  patriaidi  might  be  appointed. 
But  bufstm|;  into  a  sadden  passion,  F^ter  started  up,  strnck 
his  breast  Tiolentiy  with  his  hand,  and  the  table  with  hia  cut- 
lass, and  exdaimed,  '^Here,  here  is  your  patriarch!''  He 
tlaen  hastily  quitted  the  room,  caflting,  as  he  departed,  a  stem 
look  upon  the  painc*8truck  prelates. 

Of  the  two  conquests  which  Peter  consummated  about  the 
same  time,  that  over  Sweden,  and  that  by  which  he  annihi- 
lated the  independence  of  the  Russian  clergy,  it  is  hard  to 
say  which  was  the  more  gratifying  to  his  pride.  Some  one 
having  commaiiicated  to  him  the  substance  of  a  paper  in  t  lio 
English  Spectator^  in  which  a  comparison  was  made  between 
himself  and  Louis  XIV.,  entirely  to  his  own  advantage,  he 
disclaimed  the  superiority  iiccorded  to  him  by  the  essayist, 
save  in  one  particular :  "  Louis  XIV.,"  said  he,  **was  greater 
than  I,  except  that  I  have  been  able  to  reduce  mj  clMgy  to 
obedience,  while  he  allowed  his  clergy  to  rule  him.'* 

Soon  after  the  abolition  of  the  patriarchate,  Peter  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  J^uturlin,  the  second  T^Tiiny.  Papa  of 
bis  creation,  with  the  widow  of  Botof,  his  predecessor  in  that 
mock  dignity.  The  bridegroom  was  in  his  eighty-fifth  year, 
and  the  bride  neaiij  of  the  same  age.  The  messengers  who 
invited  the  wedding  guests  were  four  stutterers^  some  deovepit 
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old  men  attended  the  bride ;  tbe  nmning  footmen  were  four  of 
the  moat  eoxpnlent  fellows  that  could  be  found ;  the  orchestra 
was  plaoed  on  a  sledge  drawn  by  bearSy  which  being  goaded 
with  iron  spikes^  madewith  their  honid  roarings  an  accompani- 
ment suitable  to  the  tones  played  on  the  sledge.  The  nuptial 
b^ediction  was  giyen  in  the  cathedral  by  a  blind  and  deaf 
priest  with  spectacles  on.  The  procession,  the  marriage,  the 
wedding  feast,  the  undressing  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom, 
the  ceremony  of  putting  them  to  bed,  were  all  in  the  same 
style  of  repulsive  buffoonery.  Among  the  coarse-minded  cour- 
tiers this  passed  for  an  ingenious  derision  of  the  clergy. 

The  nobles  were  another  <nder  in  the  state  whose  resist- 
ance, though  more  passiye  than  that  of  the  clergy,  was  equally 
insufferable  to  the  csar.  His  hand  had  always  been  heayy 
against  that  stiff-necked  race.  He  had  no  mercy  upon  their 
indolence  and  superstition,  no  toleration  for  their  pride  of 
birth  or  wealth.  As  landed  proprietors  he  regarded  them 
merely  as  the  possessors  of  fiefs,  who  held  them  by  the  tenure 
of  being  serviceable  to  the  state.  Such  was  the  spirit  of  the 
law  of  1715  relative  to  inheritances,  which  till  then  had  been 
equally  divided;  but  from  that  date  the  real  estate  was  to 
descend  to  one  of  the  males,  the  choice  of  whom  was  left  to 
the  i'ailier,  while  only  the  persunal  jiroperty  was  to  pass  to 
the  other  children.  In  this  respect  tlie  law  was  favourable 
to  paternal  authority  and  aristocracy ;  but  its  real  purpose 
was  rendered  obvious  by  other  clauses.  It  decreed  that 
the  inheritors  of  personal  property  should  not  be  pemutied 
to  convert  it  into  real  estate  until  after  seven  years  of  mili- 
tary service,  ten  years  of  civil  service,  or  fifteen  years*  profes- 
biou  of  some  kiiid  of  art  or  of  commerce,  ^ay,  more,  if  we 
may  rely  on  the  authority  of  Perry,  every  heir  of  property  to 
the  aniouuG  of  live  hundred  roubles,  who  had  not  learned  the 
rudiments  of  his  native  language,  or  of  some  ancient  or  foreign 
language,  was  to  forfeit  his  inheritance. 

The  great  nobles  had  ere  this  been  shorn  of  their  train  of 
boyar  followers,  or  noble  domestics,  by  whom  they  were  per- 
petually attended,  and  these  were  transformed  into  soldiers, 
disciplined  in  the  European  manner.  At  the  same  time  seve- 
ral thousand  cavalry  were  formed  out  of  the  sons  of  the 
priests,  who  were  free  men,  but  not  less  ignorant  and  super- 
stitious than  their  fathers.  Against  the  inertness  of  tlio 
nobles^  too,  Peter  made  war  eyen  in  the  sanctuary  of  their 
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families.  Every  one  of  them  between  the  ages  of  ten  and 
thirty  who  evaded  an  enlistment  which  was  termed  volun- 
tary, was  to  have  his  property  confiscated  to  the  use  of  the 
person  by  whom  he  was  denounced.  The  sons  of  the  nobles 
were  arbitrarily  wrested  from  them ;  some  were  placed  in 
military  schools ;  others  were  sent  to  unlearn  their  barbap 
rian  manners,  and  acquire  new  habits  and  knowledge  among 
polished  nations ;  many  of  them  were  obliged  to  keep  up  a 
correspondence  with  the  czar  on  the  subject  of  what  they 
were  learning ;  on  their  return,  he  himself  questioned  them, 
and  if  they  were  found  not  to  have  benefited  by  their  tra« 
vels,  disgniee  and  ridicule  were  their  punishment.  Given, 
up  to  the  czar*s  buffoon,  they  became  the  laughing-stocks  of 
toe  court,  and  were  compelled  to  perform  the  most  degrod* 
ing  offices  in  the  palace.  These  were  the  tyrannical  punish- 
ments of  a  reformer,  who  imagined  that  he  might  succeed  in 
doing  violence  to  Nature  by  beginning  education  at  an  age 
when  it  ought  to  be  completed,  and  by  subjecting  grown-up 
men  to  chastisem^ts  which  would  scarcely  be  bearable  for 
children. 

It  is  with  reason  that  Mannstein  reproaches  Peter  with 
haying  expected  to  transform,  by  travels  into  polished  coun- 
tries, men  who  were  already  confirmed  in  their  habits,  and 
who  were  steeped  to  the  core  in  ignorance,  sloth,  and  bar- 
barism. *'The  greatest  part  of  them,"  he  says,  acquired 
nothing  but  vices."  This  it  was  which  drew  upon  Peter  a 
lesson  from  his  sage ;  for  such  was  the  appellation  which  he 
gave  to  DolgoruM.  That  senator  having  pertinaciously,  and 
without  assigains  any  reason,  maintained  that  the  travels  of 
the  Bussian  youth  would  be  useless^  made  no  other  reply  to 
an  impatient  and  passionate  contradiction  from  the  despot 
than  to  fold  the  ukase  in  silence,  run  his  nail  forcibly  along 
it,  and  then  desire  the  autocrat  to  try  whether,  with  all  his 
power,  he  could  ever  obliterate  the  crease  that  was  made  in 
Ae  paper. 

At  last,  by  his  ukase  of  January  24,  1722,  Peter  annihi- 
lated  the  privileges  of  the  old  Eussian  aristocracy,  and  under 
the  specious  pretext  of  making  merit  the  only  source  of 
social  distinction,  he  created  a  new  order  of  nobility,  divided 
into  eight  military  and  as  many  civil  grades,  all  iinmediatelv 
and  absolutely  dependent  on  the  czar.  The  only  favour  al- 
lowed to  the  old  lauded  aristocracy  was  that  they  were  not 
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deprived  of  the  right  of  appearing  at  court ;  but  none  of 
them  could  obtain  the  rank  and  appointments  of  an  officer, 
nor,  in  any  company,  the  respect  and  distinctionB  dxdusiYely 
belonging  to  ihsdt  mnk,  until  they  had  liaen  to  it  by  actual 
service.  Sueh  was  the  fiindamental  principle  of  thiifc  noto* 
rions  syetem  called  the  tubxh  ;*  and  plausible  as  it  may  ap<* 
pear  upon  a  Bupexficial  ¥1017,  it  has  been  fhiitful  of  nothing 
but  hideous  tyranny,  corruption,  chicanery,  and  malversa* 
tion*  The  modem  nobility  of  Euaaia  is  in  fact  but  a  vile 
burefioeney.  The  only  thing  truly  commendable  in  the 
ukase  of  1^22  is,  that  it  degrades  to  ihe  levd  of  the  rabblot 
efery  nobleman  convicted  of  crime  and  sentenced  to  a  ptt- 
mshment  that  ought  to  entail  infamy.  PreviouBly,  as  the 
reader  has  already  seen,  a  nobleman  iniglit  appear  unabashed 
in  public,  and  claim  all  the  priTile|;ea  of  his  birtJi,  with  his 
back  still  smarting  £rani  the  executioi^r's  lasb. 

Peter  had-al^yaenoonntei^d  great  difficulty  in  attracting 
to  Petersburg  the  commerce  of  Centml  Biissia,  which  the 
merchants  obstinately  pendated  in  throwing  nmsy  upon  Ardi- 
angel.  Yet  at  Petersburg  they  enjoyed  several  privileges,  and 
a  milder  climate  allowed  of  two  freights  a  year,  while  at  Aroh- 
ansel  the  ice  would  admit  of  only  one/  To  tliia  must  }» 
added  tlie  advantage  of  a  caimer  seo^  a  beltsr  port,  lower 
duties,  a  much  sliodier  distance,  and  a  mndUaiger  conoouiie 

purohaseis;  but  no  pereuseion  could  make  the  Buasismi 
abandon  the  eld  routine^  untilat  last  Peter  treated  them  like 
Ignorant  and  stobbom  ah]ldrai».to  whom  ke  woEold  .do  ^od 
in  apite  of  thonselves*  In  1722  he  ezpnwsly  prohibited 
the  carrying  of  any  goods  to  Archangel  but  sueh  aa  bekmged 
to  tka  distact  of  that  govarnment.  This  ordioapee  at  msst 
raised  a  gseat  outcry  among  the  tndesSy  both  aailsve  and 
foreign,  and  caused  several  bankiuptoies :  Imt  the  merehante 
accustoming  themeelves  by  degrees  to  eeone  te  iMN» 
burg,  at  last  found  tiiamselves  gaineis  by  the  change. 

The  trade  with  the  Monjsols  and  Chinese  had  besn 
jeopardised  by  tiie  estortiens  of  prince  Qn^mn^iike  governor 
of  Siberia,  and  by  acts  of  videnee  conumttod  by  tiie  Bm^ 
sians  in  Pekin  and  in  the  capital  of  Gontaish,  the  prince  poor 
tiflTof  asectof  disBentemfbnnhumsnu  TochedLthegrowfli 

*  See  Appendix. 

t  The  men  who  have  no  icAtn,  the  ichomii  narod^  that  is,  the  black 
people,  or  blackguarda. 
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of  this  evil,  Peter  sent  Ismailof,  a  captaiii  in  the  guards,  to 
Pekin,  with  presents  to  the  emperor,  among  which  were 
several  pieces  of  turnery,  the  work  of  his  own  hands.  The 
negotiation  was  successful ;  but  the  Eussians  soon  lost  the 
fruits  of  it  by  fresh  acts  of  indiscretion,  and  were  expelled 
from  China  by  order  of  Kam-hi.  The  Eussian  court  alone  re- 
tained the  right  of  sending  a  caTavaii  every  three  years  to  Pekin; 
but  that  right  again  was  subsequ(  iitlv  lost  in  consequence  of 
new  quarrels.  The  court  finail;/  renounced  its  exclusive 
privilt  ge,  and  granted  the  subjects  leave  to  trade  ireeiy  on  the 
iuachta. 

Peter's  attention  had  long  been  directed  to  the  Caspian 
Sea  with  a  "s  iew  to  making  it  more  extensively  subsenaent  to 
the  trade  of  Kussia  with  Persia  and  Central  Asia,  which  as 
yet  had  been  carried  on  at  Astrakhan  alone,  through  the 
medium  of  Armenian  factors.  Soon  after  the  peace  of  Neu- 
stadt  had  left  the  czar  free  to  carry  his  army  towards  the 
cast,  a  pretext  and  an  opportuiiity  \\  ere  allorded  him  for 
Jiiakini::  conquests  on  the  Caspian  shores.  The  Persian  em- 
pire Avas  iaiiing  to  pieces  under  the  hand  of  the  enervated 
and  nnbecile  Hussein  Shah.  The  Lesghis,  one  of  the  tribu- 
tary nations  that  had  rebelled  against  him,  made  an  inroad 
into  the  province  of  Shirven,  sacked  the  city  of  Shamakhia, 
put  the  inhabitants  to  the  sword,  including  300  Eussian 
traders,  and  plundered  Kussian  property  to  the  amount  of 
4,000,000  of  roubles.  Peter  demanded  satisfaction ;  the  shah 
was  willing  to  grant  it,  but  pleaded  his  helpless  condition^ 
and  entreated  tbe  czar  to  aid  him  in  subduing  his  rebellious 
subjects.  This  inyitation  was  promptly  accepted.  Peto 
set  omi2  for  'Beam  on  tho  15tk  of  May,  1722,  hia  consort 
also  aocompanyizig  him  on  this  remoto  expeditiaiL  Bie  fell 
down  the  YoSga  aa  ftr  ae  Hie  city  of  AstraJdian,  and  occupied 
huBseff  in  examining  the  works  for  tbe  oanals  that  were  to 
jcin,  tiie  Caspian,  Baltic^  and  White  Seas,  whilst  he  awaited 
the  arrival  of  his  forces  and  materiel  of  war.  His  army  cson- 
siated  of  twenty-two  thouaand  foot,  nine  thousand  dragoomiy 
and  fifteen  thoiiaand  Goaaeeka,  besides  three  thouaacnd  aMloia 
on  board  the  several  vessels,  who,  in  making  a  descent,  could 
do  the  duty  of  sdLdiera.  The  earalry  marched  by  land  through 
deaeita,  which  are  fiequ^tLy  without  water ;  and  heyond 
1^86  deserts,  they  were  to  pass  the  monntains  of  Oaucasiaay 
where  three  hnnwed  men  might  keep  a  whole  army  at  bay; 
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but  Persia  was  in  such  anarch j,  that  anything  might  be  at- 
tempted. 

The  czar  sailed  above  a  hundred  leagues  southward  from 
Astrakhan,  as  far  as  the  ^mall  fortihed  town  of  Audreof, 
which  was  easily  takm.  Thence  the  Russian  army  ad- 
vanced hy  land  into  tlie  proviiico  of  l^afrhestau ;  and  mani- 
festoes in  the  Persian  anrl  iiusstaii  language  were  every- 
where disper.sed.  It  was  necessary  to  avoid  giving  any 
otfence  to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  which  besides  its  subjects,  the 
Circassians  and  Georgians,  bordering  on  this  country,  had 
in  these  parts  son^e  considerable  vassals,  who  had  lately  put 
themselves  under  its  protection.  Among  them,  one  of  the 
principal  was  Malimoud  D'TJtrnicl),  who  styled  himself  sultan, 
and  had  the  presnn^ption  to  attack  the  troops  of  the  emperor 
of  Eussia.  lie  was  totally  defeated,  and  the  public  account 
says,  "  his  country  was  made  a  bonfire." 

In  the  middle  of  September,  Peter  reached  Derbent,  by 
the  Persians  and  Turks  called  Demir  Capi,  i.e.  Iron  Gate, 
because  it  had  formerly  such  a  gate  towards  the  south  ;  it  is 
a  long  narrow  town,  backed  agaijisl  a  steep  spur  of  the  Cau- 
casus ;  and  its  walls,  at  the  other  end,  are  washed  by  the 
sea,  which,  in  stormy  weather,  is  often  known  to  break  over 
them.  These  walls  may  be  justly  accounted  one  of  the  won- 
ders of  antiquity  ;  they  were  forty  feet  high  and  six  broad ; 
flanked  with  square  towers  at  intervals  of  fifty  feet.  The 
whole  work  seemed  one  siugle  piece,  being  built  of  a  kind  of 
brown  free-stone,  and  a  mortar  of  pounded  shells,  the 
whole  forming  a  mass  harder  than  marble  itself;  it  was 
accessible  by  sea,  but,  on  the  land  side,  seemed  impregnable. 
Near  it  were  the  ruins  of  an  old  wall,  like  that  of  China,  un- 
questionably built  in  times  of  the  earliest  antiquity;  it 
was  carried  from  the  Caspian  to  the  Black  Sea,  and  probably 
was  a  rampart  thrown  up  by  the  ancient  kings  of  Fema 
against  the  numerona  baxbi^  hordes  dwelling  between 
those  two  seas.  There  were  fonnerly  three  or  four  other 
Caspian  gates  at  different  passages,  and  all  apparently  built 
for  the  same  end ;  the  nations,  west,  east,  and  north  of  this 
sea  haying  ever  been  formidable  barbarians;  and  from 
these  parts  principaUy  issued  those  awarms  of  oonquerors 
which  subdued  Asia  and  Europe. 

On  the  approach  of  the  Bussian  army,  the  governor  of 
Derbent,  instead  of  standing  a  mege,  laid  the  keys  of  the  city 
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nt  the  emperor's  feet — whether  it  was  that  he  tliought  the 
])lace  not  tenable  against  such  a  force,  or  that  he  preferred 
the  protection  of  the  emperor  Peter  to  that  of  tlie  Atfghan 
rebel  Mahmoud.  Thus  the  army  quietly  took  possession  of 
Derbent,  and  encamped  along  the  sea-shore.  The  usurper 
Mahmoud,  who  had  already  made  himself  master  of  a  great 
part  of  Persia,  had  neglected  nothing  to  be  beforehand  with 
the  czar,  and  hinder  him  from  getting  into  Derbent;  he 
raised  the  neigbbouring  Tatars,  and  hastened  thither  himself  ; 
but  Derbent  was  already  in  the  czar*8  hands. 

Peter  was  unable  to  extend  his  conquests  further,  for  the 
vessels  with  provisions,  stores,  homes,  and  recruits  had  been 
wrecked  near  Astrakhan;  and  as  the  unfavourable  season 
had  now  set  iu,  lu^  returned  to  Moscow,  and  entered  it  in 
triumph  (Jan.  5, 1723),  though  he  had  no  great  reason  to 
boast  of  the  success  of  his  ill-planned  expedition. 

Persia  was  still  divided  between  Hussein  and  the  usurper 
Mahmoud ;  the  former  sought  the  support  of  the  emperor  of 
Bussia,  the  latter  feared  him  as  an  avenger  who  would  wrest 
£rom  him  all  the  fruits  of  his  rebellion.  Mahmoud  used  everv 
endeavour  to  stir  up  the  Ottoman  Porte  against  Peter :  witn 
this  view  he  sent  an  embassy  to  Constantinople ;  and  the 
Daghestan  princes,  under  the  sultan's  protection,  having 
b^n  dispossessed  of  their  dominions  by  the  arms  of  Bussia, 
solicited  revenge.  The  divan  were  also  under  apprehen- 
sions for  Georgia,  which  the  Turks  considered  as  part  of 
their  dominions.  The  sultan  was  on  the  point  of  declaring 
war,  when  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Paris  diverted  him  from 
that  measure.  The  emperor  of  Germany  made  a  declaration, 
that  if  the  Turks  attacKed  Bussia,  he  should  be  obliged  to 
join  in  its  defence ;  and  the  marquis  de  Bonac,  ambassador 
from  France  at  Constantinople,  seconded  the  German  me- 
naces ;  he  convinced  the  Forte  that  their  own  interest 
required  them  not  to  st^er  the  usurper  of  Persia  to  set  an 
example  of  dethroning  sovereigns^  and  that  the  Eussian 
empire  had  done  no  more  than  what  the  sultan  should  have 
done. 

During  these  critical  negotiations,  the  rebel  M^r  Mah- 
moud had  advanced  to  the  pates  of  Derbent,  and  laid  waste 
all  the  neighbouring  countnes,  in  order  to  distress  the  Bus- 
sians.  That  part  of  ancient  Hyrcania,  now  known  by  the 
name  of  Ghihui,was  not  spared,  which  so  irritated  the  people. 
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that  they  Toluntarily  put  themfleives  under  tlie  protection  of 
the  Itussians.  Herein  they  followed  the  example  of  the  slmh 
himaelf,  who  had  sent  to  implore  the  Mssteiiiee  of  Peter  the 
Great ;  but  the  ambassador  mm  scarcdb^  on  the  road  ere  the 
rebel  Myr  Mahmoud  aeixed  on  Isjmhaii,  and  the  person  of 
his  BOTereign.  Thamaseb,  Bon  of  ike  cftplave  shah,  escaped, 
and  getting  together  some  tmps,  fought  a  battle  with  the 
usurper.  He  was  not  less  eager  than  Ina  &ther  in  urging 
Peter  the  Qreat  to  protect  him,  and  sent  to  the  ambassador 
a  renewal  of  the  mstnietionB  wfaidi  Bfaah  Hussein  had  given. 

Though  this  Persian  ambaaBador,  named  lahmael-beg,  was 
not  yet  aimed,  hia  negotiation  had  aooeeeded.  On  his 
landing  at  AatndEfaan,  he  heard  tiiat  general  Matuf  kin  waa 
on  hiB  march  witii  fireah  troopB  to  reinforce  the  Dagheetan 
mnj.  The  town  of  Baku,  uom  which  the  Perajana  called 
the  Caspian  8e%  the  Bea  of  Baku,  web  not  yet  taken.  He 
^e  tiie  BiOBBian  general  a  letter  to  the  inhabitante,  exhort- 
mg  them,  in  lua  niaBtBr*fr  name,  te  Bubmit  to  the  cBnperor  of 
BiiBBia :  Hie  amhaaBador  continued  his  journey  to  Peteiaburg, 
and  genml  Matufkin  went  and  Bat  down  before  the  dty  of 
Baka.  ThePenian  ambaBsadmr  readied  the  (Sxk^b  conrt  at 
the  same  time  aa  tiie  newa  of  tiie  Bunender  of  that  city 
(Aug.,  1723). 

BfdEQ  ia  aitmrted  near  flfaaaiBldiia,  where  l^e  BnsBian  fiK^ 
tors  were  maaaaered ;  and  ^oughin  wealth  and  number  of 
people  infoior  to  xfc,  is  Tery  famous  for  ite*  naphtha,  with 
which  it  BuppUea  aU  Persia.  Never  waa  treaty  sooner  coa- 
doded  than  tiiat  of  lahmad-beg.  The  empwor  Peter, 
dBflbpoQB  of  reven^g  1^  death  of  hia  sutjects^  engaged  to 
march  an  amy  mto  Persia,  in  order  to  aonst  Thunaaeb 
against  the  usmper ;  and  the  new  shah  ceded  to  hka,  besides. 
thecitieB  of  Bum  and  Berbent,  the  paovinoss  of  Ghiian, 
liaanidaran,  and  Astarabath. 

G^hihn,  as  we  have  already  noticed,  is  the  southern  Myr* 
cania :  Mazandaran,  which  is  contiguous  to  it,  is  the  country 
of  the  Mardi ;  Astarabath  borders  on  Mazandaran ;  and 
these  were  the  three  principal  provinces  of  the  ancient  kings 
of  the  Medes.  Thus  Peter  by  hia  arms  and  treaties  came 
to  be  master  of  Cyrus's  first  monarchy ;  but  this  proved  to 
be  but  a  barren  conquest,  and  the  empress  Anne  was  glad  to 
surrender  it  thirteen  years  afterwai'ds  ui  exchange  for  some 
commercial  advantages. 
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3o  calaBiitcniB  was  the  state  of  Persia,  that  the  unhappy 
flophy  Thamaseh  wandering  aboat  hia  kingdom,  punned  1^ 
the  rebel  Mahmoud,  tiie  murderer  of  hu  ial^er  and  bro- 
thers, was  rednoed  to  ai^plicate  both  Bussia  and  Turkey  at 
the  same  time,  thati^ey  would  take  one  part  gf  hia  dominiona 
to  preieiTethe  otiier  for  bin.  At  last  it  was  agreed  between 
the  emperor  Peter,  the  sultan  Achmot  III.,  and. the  sophy 
Thamaseh,  that  Russia  should  bold  the  three  provinces  above 
mentioned,  and  that  the  Porte  should  ha^  Caabm,  Tauxaa, 
and  Brmn,  besidea  what  it  should  take  from  the  naozper. 

Peter,  at  bis  letum  fimm  bis  Pemn  eipedition,  was  more 
than  ever  the  arbiter  of  tiie  nortb.  He  openly  took  into 
his  pxoteefeion  the  faoiily  of  (Carles  XIL,  after  hsnng  been 
eighteen  years  bis  decdared  eoemy.  He  invited  to  hia  ootnt 
the  duke  of  Holstein,  that  monarch's  nephew,  to  whom  be 
betsotiied  bis  eldest  dbngbter,  and  &om  that  time  prepared 
to  assert  his  rigbts  on  t£e  duchy  isi  Holstsin  Slesmok,  and 
even  bound  himself  to  it  in  a.,  treaty,  which  be  ooneliided  wiiii 
Sweden  (E^b.,  1724).  Ha  £ho  obtained  from  that  power 
the  titie  of  royal  highness  far  bis  aen^^in^aw,  which  was 
a  reeognition  of  bfe  right  to  the  throne,  should  khig  Frederick 
die  wil^Kmt  iseue.  Meanwhile  he  held  Copenh^n  in  awe 
of  bis  fleet,  and  ruled  iiieire  tbnmgK  ftar,  aalie  did  in  Sto<^ 
b(dm  and  Wananr. 

The  state  of  Peter^s  bealtb  now  wvned  him  that  bia  end 
wee- near;  yet  stiU  bo  ddb^ed  to  eaereise  the  right  of  naming 
a  suoeessor,  which  be*  Ina  arrogated  to  faouMf  in  1722. 
The  only  step  he  took  wbich  might  be  interpreted  as  an 
indiealaon  of  his  wishes  in  ihat  rei^eot,  was  the  act  of 
publicly  crowning  his  consort  Catfaarme.  The  oecenumy 
was  performed  at  Moscow  (May  18,  1724)  in  preaenoe 
of  the  czar*s  niece,  Anne,  duchess  of  Courland,  and  of 
the  duke  of  Holstein,  liis  intended  son-in-law.  The  ma- 
nifesto published  by  reter  on  this  occasion  deserves 
notice  ;  after  stating  that  it  wa^i  customary  with  Christian 
monarchs  to  crown  tlieir  consorts,  and  instancing  among 
the  orthodox  Greek  emperors  Basilides,  Justinius,  Heraciiuf, 
and  Leo  tho  Philosopher,  he  goes  on  to  say : 

"  It  ib  also  known  how  far  we  have  expoaed  our  own  per- 
son, and  faced  the  greatest  dangers  in  our  country's  cause, 
during  i^e  whole  course  of  the  last  war,  twenty-one  yeara 
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snccessivelv,  and  which,  bv  God'j*  assistance,  we  have  termi- 
nated  with  such  honour  and  advauta^^e,  that  Kussia  never 
saw  a  like  peace,  nor  gained  that  glorv  wliich  lias  accrued  to 
it  by  this  war.  The  empress  Catharine,  our  dearly  beloved 
consort,  was  of  great  help  to  us  in  all  these  dangers,  not  only 
in  the  said  war,  but  likewise  in  other  expeditions,  in  which, 
notwithstanding  the  natural  weakness  of  her  sex,  she  volun- 
tarily accompanied  us,  and  greatly  assisted  us  with  her  advice, 
particularly  at  the  battle  of  tbe  rirer  Frutb,  against  the 
Turks,  where  our  army  was  reduced  to  22,000  men,  and  that 
of  the  Turks  consisted  of  270,000.  It  was  in  this  desperate 
exigency  that  she  espedaUy  signalised  a  zeal  and  fortitiide 
above  her  sex ;  and  to  this  all  the  army,  and  the  whole  em- 
piie,  can  bear  witness.  For  these  causes,  and  in  Turine  of 
the  power  which  God  hath  given  ns,  we  have  resolved,  in 
acknowledgment  of  aU  her  fatigues  and  good  offices,  to  honour 
our  consort  with  the  imperial  crown,  which,  by  Grod's  per- 
mission,  shall  be  accomplished  this  winter  at  Moeoow ;  and 
of  this  resolution  we  hereby  give  notice  to  all  our  faithful 
subjects,  our  imperial  affection  towards  whom  is  unaltmbW 

In  this  manifesto  nothing  was  said  of  the  empress's  sae* 
eeeding  to  the  throne ;  but  the  nation  were  in  some  degree 
prepared  for  that  event  by  the  ceremony  itself  which  was 
not  customary  in  Bussia,  and  which  was  performed  with 
sumptuous  splendour.  A  circumstance  which  might  further 
cause  Catharine  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  presumptive  suc- 
cessor was,  that  the  czar  himself,  on  the  coronation-day, 
walked  before  her  on  foot,  as  first  knight  of  the  order  of  St. 
Catharine,  which  he  had  instituted  in  I7I4  in  honour  of  his 
consort.  In  the  cathedral  he  placed  the  crown  on  her  head 
with  his  own  hand.  Catharine  would  then  have  £dlen  on 
her  knees,  but  he  raised  her  up,  and  when  she  came  out  of 
the  cathedral  the  globe  and  sceptre  were  carried  before  her. 

It  was  not  long  before  Peter  was  with  difficulty  restanined 
from  sending  to  the  block  the  head  on  wldeh  he  had  but 
lately  placed  the  crown.  We  have  already  mentioned  that 
the  enmity  of  his  first  wife  is  said  to  have  sprung  from  her 
jealousy  of  Anne  de  Moens,  who  was  for  awhue  the  czar^s  mis- 
tress, and  whom,  as  Yillebois  tells  us,  he  had  serious  thoughts  . 
of  raising  to  the  throne.  But  she  submitted  to  his  passion 
only  through  fear,  and  Peter,  disgusted  with  her  coldness 
towards  him,  left  her  to  foUow  her  inclinations  in  marrying 
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a  less  illustrious  lover.  Pive-and-twenty  years  afterwards 
Evdokbia  was  avenged  tlirough  the  brother  of  her  rival. 
Anne  de  Moens,  then  the  widow  of  general  Balk,  was  about 
the  person  of  Catharine,  and  the  handsome  and  gi'aceful 
young  Moens  de  la  Croix  was  her  chamberlain.  A  closer 
intimacy  soon  arose  between  them,  and  so  unguarded  were 
they  that  Villebois,  who  only  saw  them  tof^^ether  in  public 
ilurinof  a  very  crowded  reception  at  court,  says  llmt  their 
conduct  was  gnch  as  left  no  doubt  on  his  mind  but  iLat  the 
empress  was  guilty.  The  czar's  suspicions  were  roused,  uud 
lie  set  spies  upon  Catharine. 

The  court  was  then  at  Peterhof ;  prince  ll(^pnin,  president 
of  the  war  department,  slept  not  far  from  the  czar ;  it  was 
two  o*clock  in  the  morning  ;  all  at  onco  the  marshal's 
door  was  violently  thrown  open,  and  he  was  startled  by 
abrupt  and  hasty  footsteps:  he  looked  round  in  astoiiish- 
uient ;  it  was  Peter  the  Great ;  the  monarch  was  standing 
by  the  bedside ;  his  eyes  sparkled  with  rage,  and  all  his 
leatures  were  distorted  with  convulsive  fury,  liepnin  tells 
us,*  that  at  the  sight  of  that  terrible  aspect  he  was  appalled, 
gave  himself  up  for  lost,  and  remained  motionless ;  but  his 
master,  with  a  broken  and  panung  voice,  exclaimed  to  him, 
"  Get  up4  speak  to  me !  there's  no  need  to  dress  yourself;*' 
and  the  trembling  marshal  obeyed. 

He  then  learned  that,  but  the  instant  before,  guided  by  loo 
faithful  a  report,  the  czar  had  suddenly  entered  CatliariiiL  S 
apartment ;  that  the  crime  is  revealed !  the  ingratitude 
proved !  that  at  daybreak  the  empress  shall  lose  her  head ! 
that  the  emperor  is  resolved!  ' 

The  marshal,  gradually  recovering  his  voice,  agreed  that 
such  a  monstrous  act  of  treachery  was  horrible ;  but  ho  re- 
minded his  nia.ster  of  the  fact  that  th(^  crime  was  as  yet 
known  to  no  one,  and  of  the  impolicy  of  making  it  public; 
then,  growing  bolder,  he  dared  to  call  to  recollection  the 
massacre  of  the  Strelitz,  and  that  every  subsequent  year  liad 
been  ensanguined  by  executions  ;  that,  in  line,  after  the  im- 
prisonment of  his  sister,  the  condemning  of  his  son  to  death, 
and  the  scourging  and  imprisonment  of  his  first  wife,  if  iio 
should  likewise  cut  off  the  head  of  his  second,  Europe  would 
no  longer  look  upon  him  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a 
ferodoua  priucei  who  thirsted  for  the  blood  of  his  subjects 

^  SeeLeder^  Ooxtf  Leveiqite.  - 
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anrl  eynn  of  tho^e  who  were  a  part  of  himse^lf  Besides,  he 
added,  tiie  czar  might  have  satisfaction  hy  giving  up  Moens 
to  the  sword  of  tlie  Inw  upon  otlier  charges  ;  and  as  to  the 
empress,  he  eould  ^nd  means  to  rid  himaeii'  ot  her  without 
any  prejudice  to  his  giorjr. 

While  liepnin  was  thuB  advisinnr,  the  czar,  who  stood 
motionless  before  him,  gazed  npo!i  liim  intently  and  wildly, 
and  kept  a  gloomy  silence.  But  m  a  sliorb  time,  as  was  the 
case  when  he  was  liibouring  under  strong  emotions,  his  head 
was  twisted  to  tlie  left  side,  and  his  swollen  features  became 
convulsively  contracted ;  signs  oi"  the  terrible  struggle  b}^ 
which  he  was  tortured.  A  nd  yet  the  excessive  working  of 
his  mind  lield  his  body  in  a  state  of  frightful  immovability. 
At  length,  he  rushed  precipitately  out  of  the  chamber  into 
the  adjoining  room.  For  two  whole  hours  he  hastily  paced 
it ;  then  suddenly  entering  again  like  a  man  who  had  made 
up  his  mind,  he  said  to  Eepnin,  "  Moens  shall  die  imme- 
diately !  I  will  watch  the  empress  so  closelj  thsfe  her  £c8t 
slip  shall  cost  her  life!" 

Moens  and  his  sister  at  onee  arrested.  They  yreee  both 
con&ied  in  the  winter-paboe^  m  an  apartment  to  which  none 
had  admisBioD,  except  the  enxpatov  himself,  who  earried  them 
their  food.  At  the  same  time  a  report  was  spvead,  that  the 
brother  and  the  sister  had  been  bribed  by  tbeestemiea  of  the 
eonntry,  in  hopes  of  bnnging  the  empress  to  act  upon  the 
mind  of  the  eiar  piejudicially  to  the  interests  of  fiuseia. 
Moens  was  interrogated  by  the  momneh  in  presence  of 
geneirai  Usohakof ;  and  after  having  confessed  whatever  they 
pleased,  he  lost  his  head  on  the  blook  (Nov,  27).  At  the 
aame  time,  his  sister,  who  was  an  aceomplic^  in  the  erime, 
and  a*  favourite  of  GathaRne,  Meeired  tiha  Jsnout,  and  was 
banished  to  Siberia ;  her  pnq^y  waa  cmifiscated ;  her  tno 
sons  were  degraded,. and  were  sent  to  a  gmsit  distance,  on 
the  Persian  Rentier,  as  private  soldiers. 

Moens  walked  to  meet  his  fate  with  msofyfimmenL  fie 
always  wore  a  diamond  hnicelet,  to  which  was  a  miniature  of 
Gathi&rine ;  but,  as  it  waa  not  peonoeiTed  at  the 'time  'Of  his 
being  seized,  be  immd  mmm  toeonoeal  it  under  his  garifir; 
and  when  be^wafl  Otttbe  soaflUd  he  confided  this  seorat  to 
the  Lutheran  pastor  who  accompanied  him,  and  mdsK  eover 
of  his  elaak  ahpped  the  bnucdefe  into  b»  band  to  restoze  it 
to  the  empress* 
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The  czar  wis  a  spectator  of  the  pmiMimeiii  of  Moodb  fiom 
one  of  the  windowa  of  the  aenaite.  The  eKeeiitioi&  being 
over,  he  got  upon  the  scaffold,  took  the  head  of  Moena  by 
the  hair,  and  expreaaed  with  brutal  eiiiergT  how  delighted  he 
waa  with  the  yengeance  he  had  taken.  l!lie  aame  dsf  ,  Peter 
had  the  cruelty  to  eonduct  Catharine  in  an  open  Cttniage 
round  the  etake  on  which  waa  fixed  the  head  <n  her  nnfiip- 
tunate  loyer.  He  watched  her  countenance  attantiyely,  but 
fortunately  ahe  had  8elf*oosmiand  enough  not  to  betn^  her 
grief.  Bepaan  adde  that,  firom.  that  dreadful  night  tiU  hia 
death,  Peter-  neyer  more  ajpoke  to  the  empreaa  except  in 
pubUe,  and  tha^  in  hia  dwelluig,  he  alwayajremained  aeparate 
Dfom  hes; 


CHAPTEE  XXX, 

HEATH  OT  mSB — BSTBOflKBOT-^Bia  POUTIOAL  TEBTAKSST, 

Peter  was  only  fifty-two  years  of  age  ;  but  his  life  had 
beea  one  protracted  aud  violeut  excess  of  labour,  mingled 
with  otlier  excesses.  In  1722  a  secret  malady  attacked  him,* 
but  he  said  nothing  about  it ;  and  it  was  during  that  same 
year,  and  in  spite  of  the  disease,  that  he  achieved  the  con- 
quest of  the  three  Persian  provinces,  which  he  added  for  a 
while  to  his  empire.  He  shared  in  the  fatigues  of  his  mean- 
est soldiers,  and  in  their  coarse  food.  He  marched  as  they 
did,  on  foot,  under  a  burning  sun,  in  a  deep  and  heated  sand, 
through  an  atmosphere  loaded  with  duat,  and  frequently  with- 
out water  to  quench  the  thirst  during  whole  daya.  And  yet 
he  conatantly  refused  to  make  use  of  Catharine's  carria^ ; 
ahe  herself  several  times  quitted  it  to  fiU  it  with  aoldiers  who 
were  dying  of  heat  and  fatigue. 

Hia  disease,  meanwhile,  grew  worse ;  and,  aa  he  would  not 
drop  any  of  his  habits,  his  pains  became  every  day  more  ex- 
cruciating. At  length,  he  oould  no  longer  endure  them^  but 
it  waa  only  to  one  of  hiaaeryanta  that  he  entrusted  the  secret ; 

*  «I1  arait  M  attfiint  i'une  maMie  seec^tc  qu  il  dlMit  faaoiemant 

lay  avoir  et6  donn^e  par  madame  la  g^^rale  de  Tchernitcheff,  contra 
laquelle  les  effets  de  son  rcsscntimcnt  sg  bomdrent  h  de  simples  invec- 
tires.  .  .  .  Cette  dame  en  convei^ant  q\iV11e  (ftoit  malcficiec,  nttri- 
buoit  rorigine  de  son  mal  aax  debauches  contiqiieUet  du  czar  avec 
des  creatures  de  toute  esp^ce." — ViUebois^ 
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he  directed  bim  to  obtain  advice  as  if  for  some  one  else ;  and 
w  ould  not  even  consult  bis  court  physician.  He  then  wenfc 
to  the  hot  baths  of  Olonetz  ;  and  being  better  on  bis  return, 
he  placed  the  crowit  on  the  head  of  Catharine. 

But  whether  it  was  that  he  was  guilly  of  some  excess  in 
the  coronation  festivities,  or  that,  as  Paulson,  his  surgeon, 
affirms,  his  disease  had  only  been  palliated  by  the  first  treat- 
ment,  or  that,  on  his  discovering  the  treason  of  the  empress, 
the  violence  of  his  anger  had  aggravated  his  ease;  certain  it 
is,  that  subsequent  to  the  coronation,  and  but  a  few  days 
after  the  fatal  discovery,  his  horrible  malady  broke  out  with 
additional  fury ;  and  for  three  months  it  was  doubtful  whe* 
ther  he  would  die  of  his  disease,  or  of  the  means  which  were 
employed  to  cure  him. 

But  his  vigorous  constitution  again  got  the  better.  He 
M  as  restored  to  life,  and  notwithstanding  the  most  serious 
statements  of  the  danger,  angry  to  have  been  so  long  a 
captive,  he  immediately  returned  to  his  creations.  Munich, 
whose  genius  was  in  unison  with  his  own,  called  for  his 
presence  in  those  marshes,  where  intrigue  and  ignorance  had 
for  so  many  years  given  a  wrong  direction  to  the  famous 
Ladoga  canal ;  the  canal  which  was  to  be  t1ic  feeder  of 
Petersburg,  the  junction  of  tlu  waters  of  Northern  Asia 
and  of  Europe,  the  connecting  link  between  two  worlds. 

Autumn,  meanwhile,  began — the  autumn  of  the  Hussians ; 
but  the  czar  took  no  thought  of  it.  During  the  whole 
month  of  October,  he  traversed  those  fetid  marshes,  fie 
found  fault,  however,  with  the  line  which  had  been  adopted ; 
and  addressing  himself  to  the  unskilful  engineer,  who  was 
protected  by  his  favourites,  "  Pisaref,"  said  he,  "  there  are 
two  kinds  of  faults ;  the  one,  when  we  err  from  ignorance ; 
the  other,  which  is  more  inexcusable,  when  we  do  not  make 
use  of  our  five  senses.  Why  are  not  the  hanks  of  this  canal 
prevented  from  giving  way  ?  why  are  there  so  many  windmgsP 
Where  are  the  hillf  which  you  made  an  objection?  Truly, 
you  are  an  absolute  knave  I"  Then  turning  to  Munich,  of 
whose  plans  he  approved,  he  called  him  ^^his  firiend,'*  and 
declared  tisat  '^in  nim  he  had  found  the  man  who  would 
complete  ^ns  great  work,  and  that  his  labours  had  cured 
him."  He  put  under  his  orders  twenty-five  thousand  men 
and  the  senate^  and  tiien,  at  length,  quitted  ^t  lifeless 
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Spot,  which  is  no  s\  so  full  of  life,  breathed  into  it  bj  the  last 
breath  of  his  genius. 

The  same  ardour  impelled  him  to  the  extremity  of  lake 
Ilmen,  and  then  to  the  salt-works  of  Starai  Boussa.  He 
bent  his  course  at  length  towards  Petersburg ;  but  hurried 
away  by  his  destiny,  which  was  about  to  make  him  the 
victim  of  that  humanity  he  had  too  often  outraged,  he  went 
on,  without  stopping,  to  Finland ;  being  desirous  to  \isic  his 
foundries  there.  He  entered  the  port  of  Lachta  on  the  5th 
of  November.  The  weather  was  gloomy,  the  air  keen  and 
cold,  the  sea  rough  and  threatening.  He  was  on  the  point 
of  reachiiiL,^  the  abode  prepared  for  him,  when,  casting  a 
glance  towards  the  harbour,  he  perceived  a  small  vessel,  full 
of  soldiers  and  sailors,  which  had  struck  upon  a  shoal.  He 
saw  that  the  unfortunate  men  were  confused  by  fear;  and, 
in  the  first  instance,  approaching  the  water's  edge,  he  called 
out  to  them,  and  told  them  what  was  -necessary  to  be  done 
to  save  themselves  ;  but  he  exerted  himself  in  vain,  for  his 
voice  was  drowned  by  the  clamours  of  the  sufferers  and  the 
roaring  of  the  waves.  Those  whom  he  sent  to  assist  them 
*  were  in  fear  of  their  own  lives,  and  made  but  fruitless  efforts. 
Then  forgetting  all  the  danger  that  he  ran,  he  himselt  at  once 
jumped  into  a  skiff.  As  he  conld  not  approach  the  shoal 
with  it,  he  leaped  into  the  sea,  reached  the  stranded  vessel, 
saved  the  passengers,  and  conveyed  them  to  the  shore,  where 
be  lavished  on  them  the  kindest  attentions. 

But  in  the  middle  of  the  same  night  his  disease  again  at- 
tacked him ;  a  burning  fever  fired  his  blood ;  and  aU  his 
former  pangs  returned.  He  was  removed  to  Petersburg. 
There,  living  always  more  for  his  country  thaa  for  himselt', 
while  his  adarmeU  physicians  predicted  gangrene  and  its 
mortal  consequences,  he  did  not  suspend  his  labours;  his 
mind,  stronger  than  such  pun^nt  agony,  still  watched  over 
his  empire ;  and  even  when  pain  seemed  Iiis  only  connecting 
link  with  earth,  and  he  was  about  to  quit  the  world,  he  strove 
to  give  a  new  world  to  Eussia^ 

it  was  then  that  Behring  received,  from  the  monarches 
own  hand,  those  second  instructions  which  were  to  extend  to 
America  the  empire  of  the  Eussians :  an  empire  which  their 
czar  had  never  ceased  to  aggrandise,  by  the  conquests  of 
commerce  and  the  arts  as  w^  as  hj  those  of  war.  For  two 
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months  longer,  a  nmltitaide  of  othfir  instructions  and  regula-^ 
tions  bear  witness  to  his  constant  solicitude  for  the  great- 
110BB  of  his  nation.  But  this  mode  of  reigning  by  ardinances, 
and  b J  his  mind  alone,  did  not  satisfy  him ;  he  wished  to 
nut  luB  own  hand  to  evoEythia^  and  to  see  ererytiiing  witk 
his  own  eyes.  Ha  waa  ta  piwinr  only  to  die ;  and  his  thus 
layiahing  lua  own  person,  withoudb  he^wing  m  tiuiaght  omity 
is  Us  basfe  ezense  for  Lis  ha?iiig  spared  others  so  litUau 

XhoB,  on  tiie  I7th  of  Jannaiy,  1725,  the  daj  of  the  cere- 
mony of  blessing  the  water,  he  braved  tho  mmatf  of  the 
weather  and  of  illness.  Bo^  an  tko  £iliofiriiig  daj,.  either 
&om  the  effiMt  of  this  pioua  OBoess,  or  from  his  hvfinff 
indalged  in  excess  of  aome  otber  kiiid»*  a  ti^tnesa  seiaaa 
his  chest,  hia  £sm  increased,  and  he  was  tortured  by  an 
obstinate  supprasBon  of  unne*  BLe  still  stroye  to  steogi^ 
against  his  disease, and  rise  supenor to paiiv^te  laabmonster 
whidi  this  d\-ing  Hercules  sought  to  conquer;,  fan!;  it 
tduBiaphodyandha^ailhopel^oaiuBbedof  daatih 

The  palaas  was  thrown  into  alarm ;  couriers  were  despatched 
to  Leydoa  and  to  Berhm  to  obtsia  the  bfli4.adiice.  Ail  tho 
phyndaaa  of  Pdiersburg  woe  aummoned  laiiiid  the  ooudi 
whim  lay  the  ol^jact  of  so  many  xaooUaokionB,  anditf  bo  many 
liopeB  of  gk>iT  and  national  piospflKity.  TIk^^  while  his 
OMUoal  attaidaota  weve.£Miiteen  ds^  eaqphniiig  the  tanahie 
mauia  which  wans  maant  to  relieve,  but  wjuoh^are  said  to 
have  ended  him,  he  somsianiflB  filled.  iJia  palaoa  with  anea 
extorted  by  his  sufferings^  and  at  other  times,  indignant 
at  his  inyduntary  weakness,  exclaimed  that  "  in  hin  mig^ 
plainly  be  seen  what  a  vietahed  aoimai  ia.niiar' 

At  lengthy  on  tho  26tli  of  Jaonax^^  ha  batame  resignad; 
hoealled  up<m  B^eay6n,  in  a  Icmd  voioe^jandieomyed  thakst 
consolattons  of  leligion;  and,  Alitor  finom  Chriilaa  knsuHty^ 
the  xomonio  of  a  dying  maot^  or  laljaai^  pedin.  in  eon.* 
fonnity  to  an  anGient  usspa,  which  is  pomsr  to  ttaMS  he 
ordeied  his  debts  to  bepaid,  and  the  jpnaoBSBS.iD  he  xahai^ 

I  dare  hope,"  said  he^  atthesuMtune^  ''that  God  willkiQicr 
upon  me  wiJ^  &  merm&l  «^  £ar  all  tfaa  goo&tiiat  I  hare 
dona    my  eonnbr  I" 

!EBa  agony  larted  Cat  two  whflie  days  lan§w;  but  alill 
taining  the  same  ardour  £ar  oiviliaation,  andtiie  MBne  fimwa 

*  yiileboi&  says  tliat  the  fatal  uttack  was  pruvoktid  hy  thti  ezai^s  in* 
temperanos  in  celebnting  a  Condmm: 
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vithiM'Bich  he  IfldUredythe  ezar,  in  flie  Bkorfcinberals  which 
nimi  allowed  him,  hud' his  ii^uiictioiiB  on  Cal&srizie  to  protect 
oift  Aeadimy  <tf  Scaeoces,  and  to  msite  to  it  the  leamed  men 
of  Xhivope.  He  then  ponsted  out  Ostemiflnn  to  her  in  ikff 
followmg  woidB  i—*^  T&mn  OBimot  do  without  him;  he  ia  the^ 
onfy"  man  who  kuowv  her  zeid  intemtiL^'  After  tins,  he 
set&ed  the  time  during  idneh  momuDg  for  him  diooldbe 
wem. 

He  now  wished  to  write  hie  hurt  will ;  but  the  faUacious 
caiin  of  a  partial  death,  which  succeeded  to  his  pangs,  had 
deceived  him  as  to  his  remaiiiing  strength.  His  palsied  hand 
could  form  nothinjs^  on  the  paper  but  illei^ible  marks  ;  he  him- 
self could  read  no  more  than  these  tlirce  ^^•o^da, — Give  all  to 

 *'     He  then  ordorod  the  ]ndnceS3  -linne,  his 

favourito^  daui^htcr,  to  be  sent  i'or  iHstniitl}' ;  but  by  the  time 
she  could  come,  the  voice  as  well  a.s  the  liand  and  left  side  of 
her  father  were  gone.  In  the  mean  Avlule  he  had  endeaYoured, 
but  in  vain,  to  finish  ^\hat  he  had  begun;  the  mind  was  yet 
entire,  but  it  had  no  longer  any  means  of  communicating  with 
tlie  material  world.  This  sovereign,  so  potent,  still  living  in 
the  midst  of  his  people,  surrounded  by  his  household,  and  in 
the  arms  of  his  family,  was,  nevertheless,  insulated  from  all ; 
and  remained  alone,  bfitfctling  with  dtmth,  dindng  fifteen  hours 
of  horrible  agony. 

At  length,  on  the  28th  of  January,  about  four  in  the  morn- 
ing, his  eyes  closed  for  ever ;  and  thus,  at  the  very  same  hour 
when  he  was  every  day  accustomed  to  awake  from  other  sleep 
than  this,  and  resume  the  toiia  of  his  empire,  he  closed  forty- 
three  years  of  a  reign,  and  fiftj-two  years  of  a  life,  among  tiie 
most  remarkable  in  history. 

The  E/uasia  of  our  day  owes  its  existence  to  Peter  the 
Ghreat :  it  is  such  as  he  and  his  successors,  continuing  hia 
work,  have  made  it ;  for  the  latter  have  all  contributed  to  the 
accomplishment  of  hi:^  ])rojects,  often  even  in  spite  of  their 
want  of  ability  or  will.  jN^ow  the  present  condition  of  Eussia 
is  not  such  as  justices  the  unmeasured  eulogmms  which  have 
been  lavished  npon  the  author  of  its  polity.  Apart  from  this 
consideration,  and  neitlier  fori^t  ttnit^  tlie  defeetive  nature  of 
Peter's  views  as  a  reformer,  nor  the  hideous  enormity  of  the 
means  he  used,  we  may  admit  with  his  aduiu'crs  that  his  om- 
piise  was  indebttfil  to  iuux  ibr  positive  results  o£  his  labours, 
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whicli  afitoimli  UB  hy  their  number  and  magnitude.  He  gave 
it  six  new  provmces;  two  aeaa;  an  extensive  commerce; 
fortresBes ;  ports  ;  a  regular  army  of  two  hundred  thousand 
men  ;  an  admiralty,  a  naval  academy,  and  a  fleet  of  forty  sail 
of  the  Hue  and  two  hundred  galleys ;  a  regular  police ;  a 
multitude  of  elementary  schools ;  colleges  for  the  niatbe- 
raatical  sciences,  arts,  and  helles-lettres  ;  an  imporiallibrary, 
and  a  cabinet  of  medals;  schools  of  anatomy,  medicine, 
pharmacy,  with  rich  collections  of  subjects  m  anatomy, 
natural  history,  and  botany ;  a  botanical  garden  ;  an  obser* 
vatory ;  an  a(»demy  of  science ;  printing  offices,  with  new 
kinds  of  types ;  and  a  gallery  of  pictures  and  of  statues,  by 
the  most  eminent  masters :  all  of  them  things  which  before 
his  time  were  unknown  among  his  people,  who  .w^re  so 
ignorant  that  they  looked  upon  foreign  languages  as  heresies, 
and  the  mathematical  and  natural  sciences  as  witchcraft:* 
who,  nevertheless,  believed  their  untilled  and  frozen  land  to 
be  the  nighest  to  heaven,  their  clumsy  lauguage  the  most 
pleasing  to  the  divinity,  their  brutal  manners  the  nearest 
approach  to  those  of  the  immortals :  and  who  conceived  that 
their  nation  was  the  most  rich  and  eminent  under  the  sun,  - 
that  to  which  all  others  owed  their  existence,  and  without 
which  every  other  people,  who  were  all  pagans  and  impious . 
beings,  would  perish  of  &mine  I 

The  plan  of  Peter's  general  policy  was  grand  and  compre- 
hensive. To  profit  fully  by  the  mighty  rivers  of  his  country ; 
to  rule  the  Baltic  and  turn  it  to  account ;  to  confine  the 
Swedes  to  their  peninsula ;  to  enfeeble  Poland  by  fomenting 
its  divisions ;  to  profit  to  the  lai^;est  extent  by  the  decay  of 
the  Ottoman  empire ;  to  draw  within  the  sphere  of  his  own 
influence  the  Chnstians  of  Europe  and  Asia,  who  wore  the 
yoke  of  the  Turks  or  the  Persians ;  to  spread  his  influence 
and  extend  his  future  commerce  to  those  regions  which  lay 
along  his  own  vast  borders,  and  even  to  others  beyond  them  : 
to  gain  for  himself  weight  and  consideration  in  the  affairs  of 
the  west :  these  were  the  projects  which  Peter  in  great 
measure  accomplished,  and  the  further  realisation  of  which 
he  bei^ueathed  as  an  inevitable  task  to  hia  successors. 

*  A  mathematician  amused  himself  one  daj  in  calculatinc^  how 
many  bricks  there  were  in  a  large  stock.  "RomodanoYski  woukl  have 
bad  bim  executed  for  a  wizard,  but  fortunately  for  the  poor  savant 
Peter  heard  ul  the  case  in  time  to  save  him. 
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But  there  was  more  than  this.  In  a  book  publiBhed  in  the 
last  century  as  the  posthumous  memoirs  of  the  chevalier 
d*£on  de  Beaumont,  there  appeared  a  verj  remarkable  docu-* 
ment  puqi  rting  to  be  the  will  of  Peter  the  Great.  The 
notorious  d'iiion  is  known  to  have  gone  to  Bussia  in  tlio  dis- 
guise of  a  woman,  as  a  secret  envoy  from  France.  It  is  said 
that  his  intimacy  with  the  lascivious  empress  Elizabeth  gave 
him  extraordinary  opportunities  for  making  important  dis- 
coveries, and  that  he  transmitted  this  document  to  Louis 
XV.  in  1757. 

Doubts  have  been  cast  upon  the  authenticity  both  of  the 
memoirs  and  of  the  so-called  will;  but  we  are  not  aware  that 
the  Bubjeet  has  ever  undergone  such  a  thorough  inquiry  as 
it  certainly  deserves.  Independently,  however,  of  its  authen- 
ticity, the  will  possesses  ffreat  intrinsic  interest,  as  embodying 
principles  of  action  which  have  been  notoriously  followed  out 
by  Bussia  during  the  last  htmdred  years,  with  such  modifi- 
cations as  time  and  circumstances,  and  the  yariations  of  the 
European  equilibrium  have  rendered  necessary. 


**1d.  the  name  of  the  holy  and  indivisible  Trinity,  We, 
Peter,  Emperor  and  Autocrat  of  all  the  Bussias,  Sbc»  to 
all  our  successors  on  the  throne  and  in  the  govemment  of 
the  Bussian  nation* 

'^Eorasmuch  as  the  Great  Gk>d,  who  is  the  author  and 
giver  of  our  life  and  crown,  has  constantly  illumined  us  with 
his  light,  and  upheld  us  with  his  support,"  &c. 

Here  Peter  sets  out  in  detail  that,  according  to  his  view, 
which  he  taJces  to  be  also  that  of  Providence,  he  regards  the 
Bussian  nation  as  destined  hereafter  to  exercise  supreme 
dominion  over  Europe.  He  bases  his  opinion  on  the  fact 
that  the  Eurcmean  nations  have  for  the  most  part  fallen  into 
a  condition  of  decrepitude,  not  far  removed  from  collapse, 
whence  he  considers  that  they  may  easily  be  subjugated  by  a 
new  and  youthful  race,  as  soon  as  the  latter  shall  have  at- 
tained its  foil  vigour. 

The  Bussian  monarch  looks  upon  tlie  cominc:  influx  of  the 
northerns  into  the  east  and  west,  as  a  pcriodieal  move- 
ment, which  forms  part  of  the  sclieme  of  Providence,  which, 
in  like  iiiaiincr,  by  tlie  invasion  of  the  barbarians,  effected 
the  regeneration  of  the  Roman  world.  lie  compares  tliese 
ciiiigrations  of  the  polar  nations  with  the  inundutiona  of  the 
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Kile,  which  sJi,  oertaia  seasona  feruh^  the  arid  anil  of 

Egypt. 

He  add?».  that  Eussia,  whi*  li  he  found  a  brook,  and  should 
leave  a  nver,  must,  under  his  successors,  grow  to  a  mighty 
sea,  destined  to  fertilir^e  worn-out  Europe  ;  and  that  its 
waves  would  advance  ov(  r  all  ohstacles,  if  hifl  successors  were 
only  capable  of  ?!iiding  the  stream.  On  tlii*«  account  he 
leaves  behind  him  for  thcr  use  the  following  rules,  which 
he  recommends  to  their  attention  and  constant  study,  even 
as  Moses  coiisigued  his  tables  of  the  law  to  the  Jewish  ]^eo^^^ 

BULES. 

"1.  The  Eussian  nation  must  be  constantly  on  a  war 
footing  to  keep  the  soldiers  warlike  and  in  good  condition. 
]N'<)  rest  must  be  allowed,  except  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
the  state  finances,  recruiting  the  fuanj,  or  biding  the  favour- 
able moment  for  attack.  By  this  means  peaoe  w  made  snb- 
lement  to  war^  and  war  to  peaeey  in  the  intenBt  of  the 
aggrandisement  and  increaaing  prosperity  of  Bussia. 

2.  Eveij  possible  means  must  he  used  to  undtafromthe 
meat  cnltiTatad  Eazopean  states  commaDdeEa  in  war,  and 
philosophers  in  peace :  to  enable  the  i&uaaiaa  natioii  to  pai^ 
tiei|iate  in  the  advantafes  of  other  eoiudxieay  niiihiiDtlQBiDg 
any  of  its  own. 

ISo  opportunity  must  be  loBt  of  taking  part  in  the 
affaiza  and  disputes  of  Europe,  especially  in  those  of  Gkr- 
manj,  which,.£EDm  ito  vicuutji  ia  of  the  moat  dinect  intCBBiit 
to  us. 

''4.  Poland  must  be  divided,  by  keeping  up  conatant 
jealousies  and  coufuaioii  there.  The  authontiaa  must  taa 
,gsined  over  with  money,  and  the  asaamblies  eosnipfeed  ao  aa 
^  inflneDoe  the  deetion  of  the  kings.  We  mmb  get  np  a 
.pavty  of  our  own  there,  sead  Buasiaa  troops  into  i£e  eoiiifc* 
try,  and  let  them  aqjounL  there  so  long  that  they  maj  nltih 
mately  find  some  pretext  iote  iemainui|^  there  for  moL 
Should  the  neighbouring  states  make.  difljenltieSy  we  nmst 
appease  them  for  the  moment,  hf  allowing  them  a  share  of 
thetenitoiy,  until  we  can  safe^  lesome  mat  we  have  tfana 
giTen  away. 

^'5.  We  mmt  take  away  as  nmch  territory  as  poasiUe 
'from  SwedeOf  and  coQtri?e  that  tiiey  sfaaii  attaek  na  first^  ao 


Digitized  by  Google 


WRSt  OX*  FIVBS  I. 


SB  to  give  US  apietext  fhr  their  subjugstian.  Willi  ilm 
objeet  in  tof,  ype  muat  keep  Sweden  in  oppositian  to  Den- 
mark, and  Bemnwk  to  Sweden,  and  aedmously  foster  tbeir 
mnfeaai  jealonaies. 

"B.  ue  efmaovto  of  the  BiiUHiiin  prinees  must  dwsj^  be 
chosen  from  among  the  G^enDm-prmeeBses^  in  order  to  mul- 
tiplj  our  ikaafy  alHanceB  with  the  Germane,  and  to  unite 
omr  intereate  with  theirs ;  and  thus,  hj  ecmsolidating  our 
influence  in  €^ermany,  to  cause  it  to  attach  itself  sponta- 
neoQsly  to  our  policy. 

**  ,7.  We  mxnt  be  careful  to  keep  up  our  commercial  alli- 
ance with  England,  for  she  is  the  power  which  has  most 
need  of  our  products  for  her  navy,  and  at  the  same  time  may 
be  of  the  greatest  service  to  us  in  the  development  of  our 
own.  We  iriList  export  wood  and  other  articles  in  exchange 
for  her  gold,  imd  estiiblish  permanent  eomieiioiLis  between 
her  merchants  and  seamen  and  our  own. 

"  8.  We  must  keep  steadily  extending  our  frontiers  nortb- 
^vard  along  the  Baltic,  and  southwai^db  along  ike  bhorea  of 
the  Black  Sea. 

"  9.  We  must  progress  as  much  as  possible  in  the  direc» 
tion  of  Constantinople  and  India.  He  who  can  once  get 
possession  of  these  points  is  the  real  ruler  of  the  world. 
"With  this  view  we  must  provoke  constant  quarrels — at  one 
time  with  Turl^ey,  and  at  another  with  Persia.  "We  must 
establish  wharves  and  doeks  in  the  Euxine,  and  by  degrees 
make  ourselves  masters  of  that  sea,  as  well  as  of  the  Baltic, 
which  is  a  doubly  important  element  in  the  success  of  our 
plan.  AVe  must  hasten  the  downi'al  of  Persia:  push  on  to  the 
Persian  Qulf ;  if  possible,  re-establish  the  ancient  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  the  Levant  through  Syria ;  and  force 
our  way  into  the  Indies,  which  are  the  storehouses  of  the 
world ;  once  there,  we  can  dispense  with  English  gold. 

"  10.  Moreover,  we  must  take  pains  to  establish  and 
maintain  an  intimate  union  with  ^Austria,  apparently  coun- 
tenancing her  schemes  for  future  aggrandisement  in  Q-er- 
many,  and  all  the  while  secretly  rousing  the  jealousy  of  the 
minor  states  against  her.  In  this  way  we  must  bring  it  to 
pass  that  one  or  the  other  party  shall  seek  aid  from  Bussia  ; 
and  thus  yro  shall  exercise  a  sort  of  protectorate  over  the 
country,  which  will  pave  the  way  for  future  supremacy. 
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11.  We  must  make  the  house  of  Austria  iuterested  in 
the  expulsion  of  the  Turks  from  Europe,  and  we  must 
neutralise  its  jealousy  at  the  capture  of  Constantinople^ 
either  by  ure-occupying  it  with  a  war  with  the  old  European 
states,  or  by  allowmg  it  a  share  of  the  spoil,  which  we  can 
afterwards  resume  at  our  leisure^ 

"  12.  We  must  collect  around  our  house,  as  round  a  centre, 
all  the  detached  sections  of  Greeks  which  are  scattered 
abroad  in  Hungary,  Turkey,  and  South  Poland ;  we  must 
make  them  look  to  us  for  support,  and  thus  by  establishing 
beforehand  a  sort  of  ecclesiastical  supremacy,  we  shall  pave 
the  way  for  universal  sovereignty. 

13.  When  Sweden  is  ours,  Persia  Tanquished,  Poland 
Bul^ugated,  Turkey  conquered — when  our  armies  are  united, 
and  the  Euxine  and  the  Baltic  in  the  possession  of  our  ships, 
then  we  must  make  separate  and  secret  overtures,  first  to 
the  court  of  Versailles,  and  then  to  that  of  Vienna,  to  share 
with  them  the  dominion  of  the  world.  If  either  of  them 
accepts  our  propositions,  which  is  certain  to  happen  if  their 
ambition  and  self-interest  is  properly  worked  upon,  we  must 
make  use  of  one  to  annihilate  the  other ;  this  done,  we  have 
only  to  destroy  the  remaining  one  by  finding  a  pretext  for 
a  quarrel,  the  issue  of  which  cannot  be  doubtful,  as  Bussia 
will  then  be  already  in  the  absolute  possession  of  the  east 
and  of  the  best  part  of  Europe. 

'^14.  Should  the  improbable  case  happen  of  both  rejecting  . 
the  propositions  of  Bussia,  then  our  policy  will  be  to  set  one 
against  the  other,  and  make  them  tear  each  other  to  pieces. 
Bussia  must  then  watch  for  and  seize  the  favoumble  moment, 
and  pour  her  already  assembled  hosts  into  Germany,  while 
two  immense  fleets,  laden  with  Asiatic  hordes,  and  convoyed 
hy  the  aimed  Buuadrons  of  the  Euxine  and  the  Baltic,  set 
sail  simultaneoudy  from  the  Sea  of  Asof  and  the  harbour  of 
Archangel. 

Sweeping  along  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Atlantic  they 
will  overrun  £Vance  on  the  one  side  while  Gtomany  is  over- 
powered on  the  other.  When  these  countries  are  fully  con* 
quered  the  rest  of  Europe  must  fall  easQy,  and  without  a 
struggle,  under  our  yoke.  Thus  Europe  can  and  must  be 
subjugated." 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

PESSONAL  CHAUACTEBISTICS  OE  PETEB  I. 

BsFOBB  we  part  with  Peter  I.,  it  remains  for  us  to  complete 
our  yiew  of  his  personal  cbaraeter  and  habits  by  some  further 
details,  which  could  not  well  have  found  an  earlier  place  in 
these  pages  without  inoonyeniently  breaking  the  course  of 
the  narratiye. 

A  retail  shopkeeper  of  St.  Petersburg  would  hardly  con- 
tent himself  at  this  day  with  the  peltiy  wooden  hut  which 
Peter  built  for  himself  wh^  he  was  lad  ing  the  foundation  of 
his  capital.  Its  whole  furniture  consisted  of  a  bed,  a  table, 
a  chair,  a  lathe,  and  some  books  and  papers.  In  the  shortest 
days  of  winter,  which  ore  but  seven  hours  long  in  that  lati- 
^de,  he  always  rose  at  four  o'clock  in  ihe  morning,  and 
lighted  his  own  £re ;  and  at  six  he  was  to  be  found  at  the 
senate  or  the  admiralty.  When  he  went  out  it  was  generally 
on  foot,  or  in  a  hackney  sledge,  and  he  sometimes  borrowed 
of  l^e  first  passer-by  the  money  to  pay  the  fare. 

He  dined  at  one  o*clock.  At  his  table,  which  was  usually 
a  frugal  one,  nothing  came  amiss  to  him  except  fisb,  which 
this  naval  monarch  could  never  bear.  His  favourite  food  was 
such  as  was  eaten  by  the  people.  He  ate  little,  but  often, 
wherever  he  might  chance  to  be,  and  no  matter  with  whom  ; 
and  he  drank  to  excess.  The  czars  his  predecessors  admitted 
to  tlieu'  tabic  only  the  ministers  of  foreign  powers,  the  patri- 
arch,, and  such  of  Iho  i^raudeoy  as  they  desired  to  honour  by 
a  distinguished  mark  ut  their  favour  ;  seated  too  ou  a  throne 
they  ate  at  a  separate  table.  Dutch  and  EnG;lish  skippers 
were  Peter's  favourite  boon  companions.  Witli  a  clay  })ipe 
in  ius  mouth  and  a  mug  of  quass  in  his  iiand,  ho  was  "  hail 
fellow"  among  them,  and  swore  as  roundly  as  any  of  them. 

Peter's  usual  dress  was  as  coarse  as  lihs  domestic  economy, 
and  such  as  suited  the  manual  occupations  to  which  he  was 
addicted.  Many  a  time  he  was  seen  working  with  his  own 
hands  in  the  niauutactories  he  had  established.  He  often 
piloted  the  foreign  vessels  that  came  to  Cronstadt,  and  he 
always  received,  like  other  pilots,  the  pay  of  a  service  which 
he  was  desirous  to  render  honourable.  On  one  occasion, 
having  been  compelled  by  the  state  of  his  health  to  stop  at  a 
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fopndr}',  he  for  some  hours  became  a  smith.  On  his  retum 
to  ]M4)SC0w»he  wenttoi^ie  master  of  the  foimdiy,  and  in- 
quired what  he  paid  his  woikmen.  ^  Well,  thesv'  said  he, 
at  that  rate  X  have  earned  eight  altins  (about  thirteen 
penoe),  and  I  am  eorae  fortbe  money.**  Haviu  fowiiBd  it, 
he  said  that  \rHh  lAris  sum  he  would  buy  hunsdf  a  newpsir 
of  shoes,  of  whicAi  he  w«  in  great  want.*'  Thos  was  retj 
true ;  and  he  hastened  to  the  market  to  make  his  vnrchnue, 
which  he  afterwards  felt  a  pleasure  in  wearing.-  ^  Bee  what 
l  earned  by  tiie  sweat  of  my  brow,"  said  he  to  his  eourtvm ; 
thms  priding  himself  on  the  'fimits  of  his  labour,  in  the  eyes 
of  a  nobilOT  whom  he  wiriied  to  cure  of  the  Oriental  and 
haughty  indolenee  with  whish  they  imbued.  The  prin- 
ciple was  a  good  one,  but  as  usual  he  carried  it  to  an  extras 
yagant  excess. 

With  regard  to  the  simplicity  of  his  attire,  the  following 
is  related  in  the  manuscript  memoirs  of  a  diplomatic  agent 
who  resided  a  long  time  at  his  court.  "  On  all  the  solemn 
festivals,  he  only  wore  the  uniform  of  his  preobajenskoi 
regiment  of  guards,  i  saw  him  in  1721  give  a  public  audi- 
ence to  the  ambassadors  of  Persia.  He  entered  the  hall  of 
audience  in  nothing  more  than  a  aurtout  of  coarse  brown  clotli. 
When  he  was  seated  on  the  throne,  the  attendants  brought 
him  ri  coat  of  blue  gros-de- Naples,  embroidered  with  silver, 
winch  he  put  on  with  great  precipitation,  because  the  anibas- 
i^jidors  were  waiting  ibr  admittance.  During  this  time  he 
tinned  his  eyes  towards  the  wmdow  where  the  czantza  had 
placed  lierseif  to  observe  the  ceremony.  Catharine  was  heard 
repeatedly  to  burst  out  into  fits  of  laughter,  as  the  czar 
seemed  to  lier  to  be  astonished  at  seeing  himself  so  finely 
dressed ;  and  the  czar  laughed  at  it  himself,  as  also  did  ail 
the  spectators.  As  soon  an  the  ambassadors  were  srone,  Peter  I. 
threw  off  his  embroidered  coat,  and  put  on  his  surtout." 

It  may  well  be  conceiTed  with  what  contempt  Peter  would 
treat  the  |)onipouB  etiquette  observed  by  his  predecessors  in 
the  first  audience  given  to  ambassadors.  Peter  received  those 
sent  to  him  without  ceremony,  wherever  he  chanced  to  be ; 
for  he  said  they  were  accredited  to  his  person,  and  not  to  this 
or  that  hall  or  palace.  He  gave  his  first  audience  to  the 
Austrian  ambassador  at  five  in  the  morning,  amidst  the  con- 
fusion of  setting  to  rights  his  cabinet  of  natural  bistoiy. 
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JPriotZy  tlie  EnuMOttn  mbistery  Imd  to  cany  bis  credentukqii 
board  a£hip.  The  ciar  wm  aloft^  and  bwrled  to  bun  to  dimb 
up  into  the  mamto^  Priotz  pleaded  hk  want  of  praddce  aa 
an  excuae  for  deelimng  this  aanal  recepUoD,  and  Use  eiar  oame 
down  to  him  on  the  qnarter-deeL 

.  The  mimaters  of  foreign  courts,  who  were  fbroed  to  aocouH 
modate  themaelTOa  to  Pdor's  humours,  fouid  that  the  honour 
of  sharing  his  oo(»i|iat&ODa  and  pleasures  wms  not  altogiitker 
free  from  danger.  One  day  he  inyited  some  of  them  to  a  trip 
by  water  from  Petersburg  to  Gionsfcadt.  It  took  |daee  ou 
board  a  Duteh  yeaae],  which  was  steered  by  tiie  ooar.  About 
hali^waj  an  ugly  squall  came  on.  One  oi  the  ambassadors 
m^ed  him  to  make  for  the  riiore.  "  We  shall  all  be  lost," 
said  the  temfied  landsman, and  your  majesty  will  have  to 
answer  for  my  lite  to  tl^  king  my  master.'*  reter  laughed 
in  bis  &oe,  and  relied,  "  Sir,  if  you  ate  drowned,  we  sbaU  all 
go  to  the  bottom  with  you,  and  there  will  be  nobody  left  to 
answer  to  your  court  for  your  excellency's  life." 

The  Eussians  in  Peter's  time  could  no  longer  say:  "  God 
is  on  high,  and  the  czar  is  iar  oil  ;'  for  such  was  the  rapidity 
of  bis  movements,  that  it  aecini'd  to  iKi  iii  as  if  he  was  every- 
where at  the  same  t\nn\  Tlic  universal  iiiijmlsc  wliich  he 
gave  to  hi6  biibjC'cts  he  everywhere  kept  uj)  by  iiiH  iiiiexp(*etod 
appearance.  In  all  places,  and  iii  all  iiiiies,  eacli  one  looked 
for  his  arrival.  They  felt  assured  that  nothing  cuuid  escape 
his  experienced  eye,  and  tliat  he  would  be  certain  to  make 
himself  obeyed.  Service  about  tlie  person  of  such  a  monarch 
could  be  no  sinecure.  Whoever  happened  to  be  nearest  kun 
had  to  put  his  hand  to  anything,  no  matter  what,  which  the 
czar  required  to  be  done  at  the  moment.  His  dentchiky  or 
.officer  in  attendance,  bad  often  to  serve  him  in  lieu  of  a  pil- 
low. He  always  slept  an  hour  after  dinner ;  when  he  was 
not  at  home,  the  deck  of  a  ship,  the  floor  of  a  hut,  the  bare 
ground,  or  now  and  then  straw,  when  he  could  get  it,  served 
bim  as  a  bed.  The  dentclnk  had  then  to  lie  down,  and  sup- 
port Lis  master's  head  on  his  belly;  and  in  that  position  it 
was  his  business  to  remain  as  mute  and  motionless  as  the 
bolster  he  represented.  Woe  to  hiui  if  he  coughed  or 
sneezed,  for  the  czar'a  waking  was  terrible  wiien  it  was  not 
.spontaneous ;  kicks,  thumps,  a  thrashing  with  a  rope's  end 
or. a  atidk  .awaited  tiie.unluoky  mai),  who  troubled  his  repose. 
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One  morning,  the  czar  haying  come  80oner  than  the  sena- 
tors to  the  hall  where  they  assembled,  he  belabonred  them  all 
soundly  as  they  entered,  with  the  exception  of  the  oldest 
among  them.  It  is  said,  too,  that  having,  on  some  occasions, 
applied  these  brutal  corrections  by  mistake,  he  thought  it 
quite  natural  to  tell  the  ministers  whom  he  had  beaten  with- 
out a  reason,  that  he  would  make  an  allowance  for  this 
error  the  next  time  that  they  desenred  punishment;  and 
he  kept  his  word  in  all  these  instances.  All  this  is  but 
too  well  proved;  and  it  is  also  true  that  he  daily,  and  in 
public,  cimed  or  caned  his  principal  ofSicers,  for  slight  faults 
as  well  as  for  serious  ones,  almost  without  discontinuing  his 
conversations  with  those  great  personages,  and  without  con- 
ceiving that  he  had  degraded  them  in  their  own  eyes  or  in 
those  of  others ! — ^Yet  such  acts  of  boorish  violence  as  these 
are  susceptible  of  explanation;  they  admit  even  of  excuse  in 
a  country  which,  for  several  centuries,  had  known  no  sub- 
mission but  that  of  slaveiy. 

There  chastisement,  inflicted  by  the  hand  of  the  prince, 
seemed  almost  a  distinction,  as  it  implied  a  sort  of  intimacy, 
a  yassalship  immediately  dependent  on  him ;  it  was  looked 
upon  as  a  fatherly  correction.  So  much  did  every  one,  when 
in  the  presence  of  the  czar,  consider  himself  as  being  in  a  state 
of  minority,  of  childhood  even ;  and  so  absolutely  was  there 
between  him  and  his  subjects  not  merely  the  distance  be- 
tween master  and  slave,  but  also  tliat  which  exists  between  a 
man  who  has  attained  tiiu  age  of  reason  and  the  beings  who 
have  not  yet  acquired  the  exercise  of  tliiit  faculty.  In  his 
presence  all  ^vcTe  divested  of  free-wiii;  be  was  their  living 
and  irrevocable  destinv. 

The  Russians,  nevertheless,  and  especially  since  the  usur- 
pation of  Godunof,  were  not  unaware  of  the  possibility  of 
conspiracy;  but  as  low^  as  they  did  obey,  it  was  thus  they 
obeyed :  there  was  no  other  mode  known  there  of  eominanding 
and  yielding  obedience.  Even  those  ambassadors,  who  had 
become  polished  by  residing  for  mauy  years  in  civilised  coun- 
tries, when  they  entered  again  into  this  murkv  atmosphere  of 
slavery,  inuiHirality,  and  barbarism,  were  obliged  to  change 
their  eyes  and  their  hearts,  in  order  to  accommodate  them- 
selves to  their  situation.  They  soon  forgot  there  the  whole 
of  what  they  had  learned.   In  justice,  then,  to  the  reformer. 
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and  in  palliation  of  his  faults,  we  must  consider  what  an  in- 
fluence such  brutal  and  deeply-rooted  habits  in  the  nation 
must  have  bad  on  himself ;  especially  since  to  instruct  the 
people  and  make  himself  understood,  it  was  necessary  he 
should  be  perpetually  in  contact  with  them,  and  speak  their 
own  coarse  language ;  and  since,  to  drag  them  from  the  dark- 
ness in  which  they  were  involved,  fear  being,  as  he  supposed, 
their  only  tangible  point,  he  thought  himself  compeued  to 
seize  them  by  that  smgle  hold. 

Often  he  exclaimed  to  those  about  him,  ''You  may  make 
war  on  wild  beasts,  it  is  a  pleasure  which  is  not  unbecoming 
to  you ;  but  as  for  me,  I  cannot  amuse  myself  in  such  a  man- 
ner, while  I  have  so  many  to  combat  in  my  obstinate  and  un- 
tractable  subjects.  They  are  animals  whom  I  have  dressed 
like  men ;  I  often  despair  of  OTerooming  their  pertinacity, 
and  eradicating  their  wickedness  £N>m  their  hearts.  Let  me, 
therefore,  be  no  longer  painted  as  a  cruel  tyrant  by  those  who 
are  unacquainted  with  the  circumstances  which*  have  imperi- 
ously directed  my  conduct ;  what  numbers  of  persons  have 
thwarted  my  designs,  rendered  abortive  my  most  beneficial 
plans  for  the  country,  and  compelled  me  to  use  the  utmost 
rigour !  I  sought  for  their  assistance,  and  appealed  to  their 
patriotism :  those  who  have  comprehended  and  seconded  me, 
and  have  been  the  most  useful  to  my  people,  I  have  loaded 
with  rewards ;  they  have  been  my  only  ^yourites 

We  must  do  justice  to  the  indulgent  patience  which  this 
passionate  master  manifested  towards  all  projects  that  had 
a  useful  end  in  view.  It  is  known  with  what  attention  he 
caused  aH  the  experiments  to  be  made  in  his  presence ;  with 
what  kindness  he  rewarded  the  authors,  and  eyen,  not  nn- 
frequently,  when  they  had  deceived  themselves.  He  wished, 
he  said,  to  encourage  them  in  search  of  something  better, 
and  he  endeavoured  to  put  them  in  the  right  way,  by  explain- 
ing to  them  the  causes  of  their  mistake  with  affability  and 
kindness. 

It  was  also  the  same  chief,  so  inflexible,  so  absolute,  and 
whose  military  code  was  so  terrible,  who  behaved  like  the 
oqual  of  his  meanest  soldiers,  when  he  was  not  acting  in  the 
character  of  their  commander.  He  accepted  their  invitations 
as  readily  as  those  of  the  highest  nobles  of  his  court,  repulsing 
no  one,  and,  as  we  are  told  by  his  daughter,  "  standing  god- 
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father  as  often  as  lie  \va.a  asked."  Thoro,  without  either  feel- 
ini^  or  inspirinof  const  raint  ,  seated  at  their  humble  repasts,  lie 
seemed  to  be  more  gratified  thrin  at  the  most  brillinnt  enter- 
tainments: ''then,"  to  use  the  very  words  of  the  empro?g 
Elizabeth,  a  kiss  given  to  the  lying-in  woman,  and  a 
ducat  put  under  the  bolster,  was  all,  and  tliat  gave  sa^* 
Miction." 

A  soyeoreign  of  such  popular  manners  was  no  longer  one  of 
those  terrestrial  deitieSy  as  the  national  historians  denominate 
their  ancient  czars,  who,  far  &om  mingling  familiarly  with 
their  subjects,  frightened  them  %\rith  their  rare  and  formidable 
presence.  Had  the  Bussians  been  imbued  with  any  tincture 
of  classical  lore,  Peter  might  rather  have  reminded  them  of 
l^e  demi-gods  of  the  heroic  ages,  the  inventors  of  arts,  and 
the  conquerors  of  monsters,  or,  in  other  words,  of  barbarism. 
Like  those  rugged  heroes,  confiding  in  his  colossal  stature 
aad  eztesovdiiBuy  strength,  he  used  to  traverse  tke  wildest 
eonntries  abne.  Like  them,  too,  he  combated  and  overoame 
tite  robben  whom  he  there  met  with ;  and,  like  Onsar,  he 
also  ramemed  his  life*  and  libearty  from  their  hands. 

Thus,  one  day,  on  a  lonely  road,  he  found  himself  unex- 
peetediy  engaged  with  e^t  viUams,  whose  vehicle  stopped 
nis ;  but,  with  a  vigorofDS  arm,  he  saised  one  of  them  by  the 
hair,  poUod  him  out  horn  anndat  his  companions,  and  dragged 
him  to  a  place  of  mMsj^  whena  he  compelled  him  to  diBclose 
ike  haunt  of  hb  acoomplicea.  On.  anolfher  occasion,  being 
suiprised  by  a  more  numerous  troop,  he,  witii  a  sword  in  one 
hand,  and  a  pistol  in  the  other,  held  them  at  bay.  '^I  am 
the  czar,"  he  e^cebdmed  5  "  what  do  you  require  of  me  P** 
But,  this  time,  he  was  forced  to  capitulate,  and  even  to  re- 
main in  the  power  of  the  banditti,  tlU  one  of  l^em  retmmed 
from  the  neighbouring  city  with  his'imnsom,  for  the  payment 
of  which  he  had  beett  obUgad  to  give  a  written  ordw. 

These  Tobbers  were  m»ters  01  l^e  highways  in  open  daj, 
and  they  seized  npon  the  towns,  and  even  upon  Moscow 
itseli^  as  soon  as  tiie  son  set.  In  some  weefc^  l^ere  were 
found  in  Ibe  streets  of  that  capital  no  fowerlftian  sixty  bodies 
al  its  mnrdered  inhabitants.  Banicades  were  obliged  to  be 
erected.  The  ferocions  SomadouovriLy,  the  caas^s  chosen  re- 
presentative, conquered  these  ruffians  by  surpassing  them  in 
crudty :  he  had  them  hunted  down  like  wildi)eastB;  then  he 
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seoitenced  them,  after  his  manner,  in  a  mimient,  a  smg^ 
wofid,  without  appeal^,  always  to  death,  without  hope  of  jw- 
don.  He  hung  them  up  mive,  by  hookfttfaffoo^tiieir  sides, 
taro  hundied  at  a  tiiiv«nd,]iBii  them  to  oipisa.fihns,  in  the 
ixiQBt  hoirible  agoBjy.iii  iiie  public  roads.  This  immdatbn  of 
CEisunals  had.  its  source  in  the  weight  of  tha  tosH^  the.  seve- 
ifly  of  tha  eoanpulflory  laboor  andof  the  reerniting,  and  l^e 
general  indSftnbiee  to  hnaua  ng^aiid  hionaiL  jMbigaiiitk 
iriiidi.  the  imperial  reformer  pursued  ha-  desigiUL 

^  £ei0r  was  the  moal*  akilM  turner  in  his  empire,  and  he 
hifludlf  tcanalated  a  work  on  the  principlae  of  that  art, 
another  on  those  of  acdiitecture  by  Leclerc,  and  one  oathe 
act  of  constructing  oanalrlQeks  and  foundries.  He  also  ens 
dered  the  translation  of  numbers'  of  uaafiil  books  into  Sua* 
aian*  If  in  any  of  these  versions  (as  happened  with.Keepect 
tatlnit.of  Bufiandorf )  the  translates  moiMed  ptsn^eB  whiah 
were  eerece  upm  the  Eiiasian  lution^  Pet»r  madi  them 
be  given  liteially,  and,  reprimanding  the  translator^  ex- 
claimed. That  he  did  not  want  to  flatter  his  subjeeis,  bat 
to  instmot  them,  and,  espeoiaUy^  to  thow  them  what  they 
had  been,  and  what  iarmfftem  tboa^t  of  tiiem».  liiat  he 
might  stimulate  I^Mm,  to  ehen^,  by  their.  aasrtion%  tfaee 
opinion  of  Eurogwi,?^ 

liiko  ChaideBiagiie  mid  JS'apoleKm,  whom  he  leeemMed  in 
his  genius  for  va2i  undertakinga^  Sdter  could  imply  Hinaelf 
with  equal  ardour  to  the  most  mmute  details.  M)thing  ap» 
feaxed  to  him  so  insignificant  as  not  to  engage  ina.attentiony 
asraeoDLaB  he  thoK|ght.any  benefit  mig^  anse  out  oCit  to  hia 
eoBntry.  During  one  of  his  foreign  tours  he  eren  sent  a 
model  of  a  coffin  to  Eussia.  Shortly  before  the  ooaehuiem^  of 
the  SwedudLwar,  he  had  bruah^makeiSy  beriEat-makan^  even 
buMeivwamen  with  buttei^firkins,  nay  rat-cateheisandButdi 
cata»  baottght  toL.BiiaaiB»  Hehad  heaoed  thatthe  Datdtoata 
wore  fiMiiinn.  for'prOTenting  iSie  muohief  oceaaiimed  Igr  mice 
and  rata  in  ships  and  houaeaL  So  atteniiffe  wae  be  to  the 
minuteit  obieata^  that^  pcaroshdng  tiba  libiiaaia&  bears  made 
better  mat-shoes  than  tiie  Jliamah  ipi^^^  iniiift  neiglibonr- 
hood  of  St.  Petersburg,  he  diatrwoted  '^^"f^  aiat-ahon- 
mftkffTff  ^  ^vi\f^^,  ^f^*"  j^flT  might  mwiTniminfihfi  thmrmt  to 
tiieFinnB.  " 

It  aspeBES^^fiom  thaaooonnt  given  by-fidd-marshal  Munich, 
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that  the  wLole  expenses  of  Peter's  court  hardlj  amounted  to 
60,000  roubles  a  year,  and  that  there  was  no  service  of  plate, 
no  chamberlains,  grooms  of  the  bedchamber,  or  pages.  The 
court  consisted,  except  on  extrpordinazy  occasions,  of  only 
ten  or  twelve  deutchiks,  and  as  many  grenadiers  of  the 
guards.  The  festivities  were  of  the  grossest  kind.  In  the 
memoirs  of  Bergholz,  the  Holatein  high-chamberlain,  we  find 
at  almost  every  page  accounts  of  ban)arous  drinking-bouts, 
at  which  Peter  compelled  the  whole  of  the  ladies,  the  duke  of 
Holatein,  and  all  around  him,  to  indulge  in  excessire,  and 
sometimes  even  deadly  potations.  Among  the  Sloane  papers 
in  the  Britisli  ^Tuseum  there  is  a  manuscript  in  the  hand- 
writing of  X>r.  Birch,  which  gives  the  following  account  of 
the  palace  entertainments : 

There  are  twenty-four  cooks  belonging  to  the  kitchen  of 
the  liussian  court,  who  are  all  Eussians,  and  as  people  of 
that  nation  use  a  great  deal  of  onions,  garlic,  and  train  oil 
in  dressing  their  meat,  and  employ  linseed  and  walnut  oil  for 
their  provisions,  there  ia  such  an  intolerable  stink  in  their 
kitchen  that  no  stranger  is  able  to  bear  it,  especially  the 
cooks  being  such  nasty  fellows,  that  the  very  sight  of  them 
is  enough  to  turn  one's  atomach ;  these  are  the  men  who, 
on  great  festivals,  dress  about  seventy  or  eighty  or  more  dishes. 
But  the  fowls  which  are  for  the  czar's  own  eating  are  very 
often  dressed  by  his  grand  marshal,  Alaeffiof,  who  is  running 
up  aud  down,  with  his  apron  before  him,  among  the  other 
cooks  tm  it  is  time  to  tafke  up  dinner,  when  he  pats  on  his 
fine  clothes  and  fuU^bottomed  wig,  and  helps  to  serve  up 
the  dinner.  The  number  of  persons  invited  ia  generally 
two  or  three  hundred,  though  there  is  room  for  no  more 
than  above  a  hundred  at  four  or  five  tabler;  but  as  there  is 
no  place  assigned  to  anybody,  imd  none  of  the  Buasiana  are 
wilBng  to  go  home  with  an  empty  stomach,  everybody  is 
obliged  to  seize  his  chair  aud  hold  it  with  all  hia  force^  if  be 
will  not  have  it  snatched  from  him. 

"  The  czar  being  come  in,  and  having  chosen  a  place  for 
himself,  there  is  such  scuffling  and  fighting  for  chairs,  that 
nothing  more  scandalous  can  be  seen  in  any  company, 
though  the  czar  does  not  mind  it  in  the  leaat,  nor  does  he 
take  care  for  putting  a  stop  to  such  disorder,  pretending  that 
a  ceremony,  and  the  fomml  xegulationa  of  a  marshal,  make 
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people  sit  uneasy  and  spoil  the  pleasure  of  conyersation. 
Sereral  foxeign  ministers  have  complained  of  this  to  the 
csar^  and  renue  to  dine  anj  more  at  ooart,  but  all  the 
answer  they  got  was,  that  it  was  not  the  csar*s  burinesa  to 
turn  master  of  the  ceremonies,  and  please  foreigners,  nor 
was  it  his  intention  to  abolish  the  freedom  once  introduced ; 
this  obliged  strangers  for  the  future  to  follow  the  Eussian 
fashion,  in  defending  the  possession  of  their  chairs,  hj  cuff* 
ing  and  boxmg  their  opposer.  The  compfloy  thus  sitting 
down  to  table  without  any  manner  of  grace,  they  all  sit  so 
crowded  together,  that  they  have  madi  mo  to  lift  their  hands 
to  their  mouths,  and  if  a  stranger  happens  to  sit  between  two 
BuBsians,  which  is  commonly  the  case,  he  is  sure  of  losing 
his  stomach,  though  he  should  have  happened  to  have  eat 
nothing  for  two  days  before.  Carpenters  and  shipwrights 
sit  next  to  the  czar;  but  senators,  ministers,  generals, 
priests,  sailors,  buffoons  of  all  kinds,  sit  pell«mell,  without 
any  distinction.  The  first  course  consists  of  nothing  but 
cold  meats,  among  whi(  li  are  hams,  dried  tongues,  and  the 
like,  which,  not  being  liable  to  such  tricks  as  shall  be  men- 
tioned hereafter,  struigers  ordinarily  make  their  whole  meal 
of  them,  without  tasting  anything  else,  though  generally 
speaking,  every  one  takes  his  dinner  beforehand  at  home. 

Soups  and  roasted  meats  make  the  second  course,  and 
pastry  tne  third.  As  soon  as  one  sits  down,  one  is  obliged 
to  dnnk  a  cup  of  brandy,  after  which  they  ply  you  with 
great  glasses  of  adulterate  Tokay,  and  other  vitiated  wines, 
and  between  .whiles,  a  bumper  of  the  strongest  English  beer, 
by  which  miztuxe  of  Hquors  every  one  of  the  guests  is 
foddled  before  the  soup  is  served  up.  The  company  being 
in  this  condition,  make  such  a  noise,  racket,  halloing,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  hear  one  another,  or  even  to  hear  the  music, 
which  is  playing  in  the  next  room,  consisting  of  a  sort  of 
trumpets  and  comets,  for  the  czar  hates  vioBns,  and  with 
this  revelliug  noise  and  nproar  the  czar  is  extremely  diverted, 
particularly  if  the  guests  fall  to  boxing  and  get  bloody 
noses. 

Formerly  the  company  had  no  napkin  given  them,  but 
instead  of  it  they  had  a  piece  of  very  coarse  linen  given 
them  by  a  servanl,  who  b];^ought  in  the  whole  piece  imder 
lus  arm,  and  out  off  half  an  eU  foreveiy  person^  which  thegr. 
TOJ^.  I.  2o 
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are  at  libiertj  to  cany  liome  with  them,  for  it  had  been, 
observed  that  these  pilfering  guests  used  sometimes  to 
pocket  the  capkiiia ;  but  at  present  two  or  three  liussiiLiis 
must  make  shift  witli  but  ouc  uu[)kiii,  wliicli  they  pull  and 
haul  for,  like  Imngry  dogs  for  a  bone.  Each  persoa  of  the 
company  haw  but  one  plate  durincf  dinner,  so  if  some  Eua- 
sian  does  not  care  to  mix  tlie  saui'os  of  the  diflGerent  dishes 
together,  h©  pours  tlie  soup  that  is  left  in  his  plate  either 
into  the  dish  or  into  his  neiglibour's  plate,  or  even  under  the 
table,  after  which  he  licks  his  plate  clean  w^ili  Ins  £nger,  and, 
last  of  all,  wipes  it  with  the  tablecloth.  The  tables  are 
each  thirty  or  forty  feet  long,  and  ten  and  a  half  broad; 
tln  cH  or  four  meases  of  one  and  the  same  course  are  served 
up  to  each  table ;  the  dessert  consists  of  divers  sorts  of  pastry 
and  fruits,  but  the  czaritza's  table  is  furnished  with  sweei- 
meats :  howerer,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  these  sweetmeats 
are  only  set  out  on  great  festivals  for  a  show,  and  that  the 
ILussians  of  the  best  fashion  have  nothing  for  their  dessert 
but  the  produce  of  the  kitchen-garden,  as  peas,  bean:^,  &c., 
all  raw.  At  great  entertainments  it  frequently  happens  that 
xiobod}  is  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  room  from  noon  till  mid»- 
nit-dir,  lienee  it  is  easy  to  imagine  what  pickle  a  room  mnst 
be  ni,  that  is  full  of  people  who  dziuk  like  beast%. and. none 
of  them  escape  being  dead  drunk. 

"  They  often  tie  eight  or  ten  young  mice  in  a  string,  and 
hide  them  nnder  green  peas,  or  in  such  soups  as  the  Kudsians 
have  the  greatest  appetite  to,  wliicli  sets  them  a  kicking  and 
vomiting  in  a  most  beastly  manner,  when  they  come  to  the 
bottom  and  discover  the  tnek  ;  tiiey  often  hake  cats,  wolves, 
raveHB,  and  the  like,  in  their  pastries,  and  when  the  company 
have  eaten,  themi  up^  tkey  teii  them,  what  they  bavft  in  thev 
guts. 

"  The  present  bntlcr  is  one  of  the  czar's  buffoons,  to- 
whom  he  has  givcMi  the  name  of  Wtaschiy  with  tlua  privilege, 
tlmt  if  any  one  else  calls  him  by  that  name  he  has.  leave- tx>' 
drub  him  ith  his  \\  ooden  sword.  If,  therefore,  sudtmAfy 
by  the  czar's  sotting  them  on,  calls  out  WtascMy  a».  tos 
fellow  does  not  know  exactly  who  it  was,  he  falls  a^ beating 
them  all  round,  beginning  with  prince  MentoldkoCandaiMgr 
with  the  last  of  the  company,  without  eSspting  eveoitiio 
ladianyvlMnitli^  ateieaot  then  hmd  clotba%  m  bfludaaihthai 
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old  Eussians  with  their  wige^  wliicli  he*  tirampba  iqiom^  on 
which  occaakm  it  is  pleasMilL  oiough  to  see  m  ya^efy  of 
their  bald' pates.  Besides  these  mBopkjmamta  or  enterfaiiiio 
iMiit%  tiie*  eeid  WimoM  ie  aleo  evrveyor  of  the  ice,  and 
eamxHaam^in  torturing  people,  ob:  whieh  oeoaeion  he  giTw 
then  knimt  IwDself,  and  liie  dexterity  in  the  biuineee. 
hm  Bieeadj  proenred  hint  abov»  tbirfy  thmnaiid  tbelm^  tbe 
8Brt^|wrtoff  tlteoflBfiaciitodflBtBte'ef  tile  BoAnr  being  bm 
perqtwite" 

PnmbeniiiBB  ymm  mat  tiia  only  biiMl  oC  aemflilitv  in  tiie 
ixriidgenee  of  wbioh  Brter  baUtuaily  eutraged  idl  deeeDCT-. 
BaeeMmlT'fibidiMiB  hf  tempegament,  and  witli  &  innd  ao 
ntterbf  davoiil  of  idealii^  as  to  be  incapable  of  oamprebeMk 
ing  lore  ezeept  in  iia  potefy  animal  aspect,  he  punned  bia 
pRNniacnona  amfmra  mtb  l^e  eAontoy  of  a  cjiiic,  and  made 
them  a  cominon  toftc  of  bis  jocular  conTiraation  eren  inih 
Oatharine.  Hia  eondnet  wilb  bis  meee^  tiie  dadiesa  of 
Mecklenbnig,  before  the  whole  cowl  of  Pinissia,  was  snob  aa 
a  regard  for  tbe  laeat^  ordinary  decency  altogether  preolades 
uaiirom  daseisbing,  and  wonla  baae  tteen  moastrova  even  in. 
tlte'radest  sainge;  YiUebois^  his  adaonl,  aoeases  bim  of  still 
more  abominablie  depnmty.* 

Fister  bad  a  eanftsied  eonasMMBneas  of  ib0  ml  Aat  pFsdo* 
xninated  in  bis  misshapen  charaeter:  iritnesa  bia  soimvfiil 
ejacalatioaiy  Idiat  ^  bo  bad  mdarixdnn  to  lefinm  others  and 
oobU  not  rsfiorm  bimaelf."  Se  often  dephted  tbe  defiMts 
of  bis  edneationi^  and  vsad  to  teQ  bis  daugbtem  that-  be 
enyied  them  in  that  respeet,  and  imdd  give  one  of  bis 
fingers  tO'  ba?e  bad  the  same  admatages  that  tiiey  bad.'* 
Unhappily  those  advantages  were  all  neutralised  by  the  ourse 
of  his  own  example.  Often  he  repented  of  the  yiolence 
committed  in  his  cLrunken  rage,  and  strove  to  make  ams^ida 

*  <*Lbs  habkndes-iseieiues  anxqaellas  nans&isoiiB  iey  alluMon  ssai 

si  pou  considerees  en  Russie  comme  un  crime,  que  lea  loia  nVdictent 
aucune  peine  centre  ceux  qui  s*en  rendent  coupables.  Parmy  les 
soldats  seulement,  ceux  qui  sont  pris  ca  fla^irant  delit  paspent  trois, 
iom  par  les  baguettes.  Cette  punition  a  ete  ordonnee  par  le  re[;lenient 
laWlaim  fut  par  flena^lF,  ^htjxa&me  afitoit  paa  plus  eaempt  que 
les  antres  de  ce  vice.  II  ^toit  un  vray  monstre  de  luxure,  et,  quoique 
laborieux,  il  8*abandonnoit  parfois,  si  Ton  pent  s'exprimer  ainsy,  u  dea 
accbs  de  fureur  amoureuse  dans  lesqncls  rair^^  et  le  sexe  raeme 
importokafc  mWocreBrant''— il/em  o  ir  es  ^iecrtUi  dt  la  Cour  de  Mmtk* 
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to  hit  victiina  by  fayouni  and  aasiduous  pefional  attentkms ; 
but  theeeirare  not  always  successful.  They  were  unayailing 
in  the  case  of  Leblond,  a  French  architect,  whom  he  had 
unjustly  struck,  and  who  could  not  suryiva  the  insult^ 
Towards  culprits,  or  those  whom  he  chose  to  consider  sueh| 
he  acted  with  unmitigated  barbarity,  because  in  snch  csaes 
his  peryerted  conscience  was  in  unison  with  his  cruel  im« 
pulses.  An  anecdote  related  of  him  is  highly  significant  in 
this  respect :  Once  as  he  lay  Terr  sick  it  was  represented  to 
him  that  he  should  now,  accorciing  to  tiio  practice  of  the 
former  czars,  grant  a  free  pardon  to  sevend  capital  delin- 
quents, in  order  by  this  pious  act  to  obtain  from  0od  the 
q^eedier  restoration  of  his  health.  Instead  of  following  this 
superstitious  adyice,  he  commanded  these  culprits  to  bo 
immediately  brought  to  tntiy  and  executed  without  loss 
of  time  if  they  were  found  guilty,  as  he  hoped  that  this 
would  be  more  agreeable  to  Qod  than  letting  such  yiUsins 
loose  aflain  upon  the  worid. 

Wei  haye  here  the  to  Peter's  conduct  in  criminal 
procedures.  It  was  in  the  exaggeration  of  this  sj^irit  that 
his  bloodiest  deeds  were  done,  w  hen  he  was  most  inhuman 
he  bdieyed  himself  to  be  most  just;  for  like  lord  Angelo,  he 
knew  not  how  soverei^y  unjust  must  be  the  judge  whose 
rigour  is  not  tempered  bj  mercy. 

He  professed  unbounded  adimiration  for  the  memory  of 
lyan  the  Terrible;  but  he  was  not  such  an  incarnate  fiend 
as  his  prototype.  His  bold  and  eamest  nature  sympathised 
with  all  that  resembled  it,  and  a  true  word  brarely  spoken 
had  power  to  quell  his  passion  in  its  fiercest  mood.  One 
day  in  a  fit  of  anger  on  board  a  boat,  he  seised  one  of  1nm 
companions,  a  senator,  and  was  about  to  fling  him  into  the 
water,  You  may  drown  me^"  said  the  senator,  but  your 
history  will  tell  of  this."  The  cxar  at  once  set  him  down 
again  unhurt.  Peter's  overwarm  admirer,  the  count  de 
Si^gur,  has  pleaded  for  him  a  number  of  such  extenuating 
instances,  some  of  which  we  will  giye  in  the  words  of  that 
enthusiastic  biogx^her.  The  first  relates  to  the  czar's  con- 
duct when,  on  the  2Stik  of  April,  1719,  he  lost  the  hut 
remaining  son  whom  he  had  by  Catharine. 

His  officers  tell  us  that,  at  that  period,  the  czar  being 
seized  with  those  conyulsions  to  which  he  was  subject,  they  sm. 
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the  muscles  of  his  face  become  contracted,  and  his  neck  stif- 
fened  and  twisted  in  a  firightful  manner.  Till  that  time, 
during  such  painful  paiozy8iiifl»  which  lasted  for  several  hours, 
the  presence  and  voice  of  a  woman  had  possessed  the  power 
to  quiet  him ;  bat,  on  this  occasion,  he  repulsed  all  importu^ 
Bate  attentions.  For  three  dajs  and  three  nights,  over- 
whelmed with  sorrow,  this  colossus  remained  alone,  shut  up, 
stretched  on  the  ground,  hiding  himself  from  the  light  of 
day,  and  from  every  eye,  rejecting  all  food,  and  waiting  im- 
patientiy  for  the  end  of  a  life,  which  thenceforth  must  be 
without  hope  and  without  a  future. 

They  feel  a  delight  in  calling  to  mind  with  what  resolution 
their  great  senator,  their  sage,  for  so  they  denominate  Dolgo« 
ruki,  came  to  snstch  him  from  this  deep  dejection.  They 
relate  how,  speaking  to  him  throueh  the  door,  which  he 
.  threatened  to  break  open,  he  reproached  him  with  deserting 
the  empire,  declared  to  him  that  his  successor  should  be 
chosen,  and  at  length  forced  him  to  open  the  door  and  show 
himself  to  his  whole  s^iate,  whom  iUolgomki  had  brought 
with  him,  and  whose  unexpected  presence,  by  astoniahuag 
the  csar,  silenced  his  sorrow,  and  compelled  him  to  repress 
his  despair. 

In  the  year  of  £ikmine,  wheUi  by  an  ukase  which  was 
already  signed,  Peter  was  about  to  sacrifice  Novgorod  to 
Petersburg,  Dolgoruki  had  not  co-operated  in  the  iDjustioe ; 
he  found  it  committed.  But  then,  seizmf  ,  in  full  senate,  the 
obnoxious  ukase,  he,  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  suspended  the 
execution  of  it,  carried  it  away  with  him,  and  went  to  the 
ibxt  church  to  receiTC  the  sacrament,  which  the  priest  was 
Ihen  administering.  Intelligence  of  thosoiFenoe  was  instaptly 
cpnyeyed  to  the  czar ;  he  hurried  to  the  senate,  and  sent  orders 
to  Polgonidd  to  appear  there  immediately.^  But  the  latter, 
witiiout  turning  nis  head,  or  diverting  his  attention  from 
heaven  to  earth,  replied,  I  hear  you,"  and  went  on  with  his 
prayers.  A  second  and  more  imperious  message  had  as  little 
efliBct  upon  him.  "  I  give  unto  Cffisar  the  things  that  are 
Cesar's,  and  unto  God  the  things  that  are  Qoi%"  he  replied, 
unmoved ;  and  it  was  not  tQl  the  holy  sacrament  was  over 
that  he  took  his  way  to  the  czar. 

As  soon  as  the  monarch  saw  him,  he  rushed  furiously  at 
him,  seized  him,  drew  his  sword,  and,  with  a  threatening  voice. 
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exclnimed,  You  gball  perish  But  Dolgoniki  roiiuuned 
unmoved,  and  pointing  to  liis  heart,  "Strike  T'  Buid  he,  iirml^  ; 
*' I  do  not  fear  to  die  in  a  just  cause!"  On  hearing  these 
words,  the  prince  dropped  his  hand,  his  voice  sotiened,  he 
stepped  b:iek,  and  said  in  a  tone  of  surprise,  "  But,  tell  me, 
what  could  have  made  you  so  daring  ?" — "  Yourself^"  replied 
the  minister;  '^didnot  you  order  that  the  truth  should  be 
Isold  you,  with  respeot  to  the  interest  of  your  people  ?"  He 
then  explained;  and  Fete, iwho  was •couvuk;^  by  what  he 
heard,  thanked  him  for  J&s  coniageoiiB.BiDQflcii^y'aiid  b^ggBd 
pardon  for  his  violence. 

He,  however,  perpetually  rekpMd  into  that  violence:;  iihe 
swond  the  despot  often  f^galn  mesMed  the  frank  and  jeaiO- 
lute  minister ;  but  lug  am  was  always  arcwted  iby  -the  ascen- 
dancy^-which  with  him  was  in»fiistibie^  iif  xeaeoiiy  aappoited 
if  masculme  and  patriotie  vbtoe. 

On  the  occaaion  of  the  new  and  axtiaoidmaiT  ooaqpulasiy 
lahoor,  which  was  imposed  £o^  the  esLCwniAai  of  tiie  cmuliii 
JLadogfl,  Dolgoruki,  indignant  at  «ach  an  abuse  of  power, 
dared  to  destroy,  in  the  midst  of  the  seniite,  the  order  whkh 
his  master  had  hiiaaelf  dictated.  On  witnessing  this  unheaasd* 
of  action,  the  senators  started  from  their  feet  in  affright ;  th^ 
ranovedto  a  dista]iae,j«ndkept  as  far  aspoanblei&om  this 
aacinlegious  beuig^  -on  whom  the  tknnder  was  about  to 
.fbrthe  temble  oxar  had  jnat  'entered.    But  Dolgoruki  re- 
mained «L  hia  .place;  and  tmasfcrnieiwd  «ttkher  by  his  own 
iboldness  or  the  violence  of  the  czar,  ha  opposed  ta  the  first 
Jburst  of  wvath  firom  hia  inaiafead  anarter,  tiie  glory  q£  tauch  a 
.na^e  reign  which  lie  was  on  the  point  of  tarmahutgy  and  Hie 
good  of  his  subjecfca,  whom  danhtless  he  didoM^ilihe  Chttto 
XiL,  desire  to  ruin.   .Xban  hit  stated  tlie  xeasona  of  hia  aft* 
/diguttun^  while  at  tiio  jmbm  tiara  helnmaalf  MaiMdata  iM- 

'it  is  said,  tiiat tiie  whole  of  theBenaton  wwe  aimok  inUh 
'jurfmuahment  to  aee  the  fiirious  ghiiMMa  ^cf  Aek  formidaUe 
icaar  loae tiieir  fiacceneaa;  hia  featoea, "whieh  maa  imiilhii 
jmSk  anger,  beoorae  oompDsed ;  hia  Iqpa,  wkieh  feamed  miSi 
iboeata^  aekneiidedge  hia  eaoBos^ land  sevohe  jiia4ifder andhia 
pride,  jealoua  as  it  was,  far  from  puuahkig  ifcha  hlant  mth 
eentf  of  his  oonaeillory  satisfied  with  tfaa  xogEet  vhioli  ho  had 
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Nor  was  it  wii*h  respect  to  this  great  personage  alone  ihaii 
Peter  displayed  siicii  Jnnteiitioii  and  love  of  justice ;  for 
pttof  to  ihe  oontefliyy  we  xnaj  refer,  among  other  uu^aM»8, 
'to  £reitz,  nd  mrnt  to  an  isvosthick*  The  latter  mm  notUpg 
more  than  a  peimi  who  let4nit  hanem,  idhicfa,  in  tlie  BimpH- 
'd(^  a£  his  mmxaiBm,  the  czar  was  accustomed  to  fane  in  ibkd 
Mime  "wt^  as  bis  people ;  but  one  day,  beii^  made  aQgr^kgr 
:&eir slowness,  fae<dsofia  them  withoiit.raflBoy^mcl  one  of  them 
having  died  in  consequence,  the  owner  demanded  the  valoe 
of  Peter  refused  to  pay  it ;  the  Jwariiludt  had  the  bokhiess 
to  resort  to  tbe  law ;  bk  aovsereign  agreed  to  abide  by  the  de- 
oision  of  tiie  tribunal,  appeared  before  it»  defendod  bianelfy 
lost  his  cai»e,  and  enbimtted  without  a  xramnnr  to  the 
diet  which  WW  given  against  him. 

Kxeitz  WM  tajuhnimi;  he  had  Uwt,  by  his  disobedioim, 
two  of  tiie  mea-c^war  on  which  the  csarset  Budi  a^ndae,  and 
which  he  had,  perhaps,  built  with  his  own  hands !  Accord- 
the  conneil  of  war  condemned  the  criminal  to  be  abafe. 
Bat  Kfeits  appealed  to  foreign  admiralties,  and  Peter  not 
'Only'gnveliiB  assent  beforehand  to  their  decision,  but  what 
Uley  confirmed  the  fatal  sentence,  be  sevoked  it*  Mb  «eai- 
nartedtliepuniBfameiit  4^  the  offender ;  nay,  more,  uit  the 
•expiration  of  twenty-fmsr  boom,  he  remitted  em  tfae^mfldar 
penalty,  and  gavrto  i^is  oiffieeiv  wbo  wae  mooe  ufintuaale 
than  guiliy,  ik0  mbaim^Mme  isupenntendanoe  of  a  naff, 
«witih  tiie^eieelB  eonipenig  wUck -he-did  mit tbink  it  paopv 
te«eiitrait  ihim  andn. 

Saving  qnobed  eo  iar  inm  >Segur'B  ^edaage  in  abate 
laant t>f -fee etrietBiea  moeneimeed  bykietory  uponJiia  htm, 
iwa '  dinniBe  Bster,  miaouled  tte  €beat,  wilAi  iHm  ^foltowiag 
neakeicf  bn  eeuntryweinan,  the  ^rineeei  Baehfaei^^Aidi  give 
in  many  respecte  a  jaet  'view  of  me  ehaRietBr : 

Before  the  birth  of  this  monareb,  Bneria  ted  gnade  great 
conquestB :  £aaan,  Astrakhan,  and  Siberia,  as  well  as  tbe  rich 
and  warlike  nation  known  nnder  the  title  of  the  Golden 
Horde,  bad  submitted  to  our  arms ;  and  long  before  any  of 
his  ancestors  had  been  eafled  to  fill  tbe  throne,  tbe  arts  bad 
taken  refuge,  and  ware  chenahed  in  Susaia*  I  am  ready  to 
acknowledge  tbe  merits  of  this  extraordinary  man;  be  bad 
|p3iniB9,  ac^vity,  and  an  unfeigned  seal  to  promote  the 
mprovmieut  of  bis  ^oocmtry ;  but  how  were  tbeae  ^luHtM 


Digitized 


oyerwhelmed  bj  his  Mil  want  of  education,  and  the  tyranny 
of  his  outrageous  passions !  duel  and  brutal,  he  treated 
without  diatiiMstioiiy  who  were  subject  to  his  swrnj*  as  slayes 
who  were  born  to  sufibr.  Had  he  possessed  the  mmd  of  a 
great  legislator,  he  would  haye  permitted  the  enmpW.  of 
other  nations,  the  effect  of  commerce,  and  the  save  leform 
-of  time^  to  hare  had  their  united  weight  in  bringing  about 
those  improrements  which  he,  with  violence,  iutroduced;  or 
had  he  known  how  to  estimate  the  noble  and  xe^>ectal^ 
qualities  of  our  ancestors,  he  would  nercr  have  aoogbt  to 
efface  the  originalitj  of  their  character,  by  the  imprees  of 
.fixrngn  habits  and  manners,  which  he  prized  so  mnoii  Aofe 
our  own.  With  re^;ard  to  laws,  this  monaieht  after  setting 
aside  the  code  of  his  fore&thers,  so  often  dianged  his  own, 
with  no  other  view,  sometimes,  as  it  would  seem,  than  to 
assert  his  right  of  doing  so  at  pleasure^  that  they  soon  oeased 
to  inspire  reyerence,  and  consequently  lost  half  their  power. 
The  nobility,  as  well  as  the  slayes,  were  equally  the  yictims 
of  his  innoyating  frenxr;  the  one  be  depriyed  of  their 
.conseryatiye  tribunal,  weir  (mly  appeal  in  eases  of  en-  ' 
pression,  and  the  other  of  all  their  privileges.  And  nir 
what?  to  dear  the  way  for  the  intioauctiQn  of  a  militay 
demtiam— of  all  ibrma  of  goyemment  the  one  most  hateful 
and  pernicious.  The  yaiu-glorioos  aiming  at  the  fiune  of  a 
creator  hastened  the  building  of  Petembuig,  by  cbeuift* 
stances  so  little  mingled  with  mercy,  that  thousands  of 
*  workmen  perished  in  the  marshes.  One  of  hia  ediftcea, 
indeed,  of  great  labour  and  expense,  might  have  been  ^ared, 
.had  it  n<^  been  wanting  to  the  gloiy  at  wludi  the  founder 
of  the  city  aspired,  and  tliat  is  an  admiralty  and  dockyards 
on  the  builcB  of  a  riyer  which  no  labour  could  render  navi- 
gable for  ships  of  war,  or  eyen  for  merchant  yessds  with  the 
most  moderate  cargoes." 


CHAPTER  XXXIL 

OATHABIirS  I.— PEIEB  It. 

Whtu  Petor  was  yet  lyingin  the  agonies  of  death,  seyeral 
opposite  parties  were  caballing  to  dispose  of  the  crown.  At 


Digitized  by  CoogI 


▲Ji.  1725] 


m 


a  meeting  of  many  among  the  priDcipal  nobilify,  it  was  seereify 
determined  to  arrest  Catharine  at  the  moment  q£  bia  disso- 
lution, and  to  place  Peter  Alexievitch  upon  the  tbzone.* 
BasflevitZy  apprised  of  thia  resolntion,  repaired,  in  person,  to 
the  empreaS}  althmigh  it  was  already  night.  "  Mj  grief  and 
ConateniattOD/'  replied  Catharine,  ''render  me  incapable  of 
aeting  for  myself :  do  you  and  prinee  Mentehikof  oonault 
together,  and  I  will  embrace  the  measures  which  you  shall 
approve  in  my  name."  Bassevitz,  finding  Mentehikof  asleep, 
awakened  and  infoimed  him  of  the  preasing  danger  which 
tiireatened  the  empress  and  her  party.  As  no  time  remained 
for  much  deliberation,  the  prince  inatantly  seized  the  trea* 
sure ;  secured  the  fortreBa ;  gained  the  ofiBicei^  of  the  guarda 
by  bribes  and  promisea ;  alao  a  few  of  the  nobility^  and  the 
principal  clergy.  These  partiaana  being  conyened  in  the 
palace,  Catharine  made  her  appearance:  ahe  claimed  the 
throne  in  right  of  her  coronation  at  Moscow ;  exposed  the 
illreffects  of  a  minority;  and  promiaed,  that^  ^'so  far  from 
demmng  the  grand>duke  of  the  crown,  ahe  would  receire  it 
only  as  a  sacred  depoait,  to  be  restored  to  him  when  she  should 
be  united,  in  another  world,  to  an  adored  husband,  whom  she 
was  now  upon  the  point  of  losing. ' ' 

The  pathetic  manner  with  which  she  uttered  thia  addressi, 
and  the  tears  which  acoompanied  it,  added  to  the  previous 
distribution  of  large  sums  of  money  and  jewels,  produced  the 
desired  effect :  at  the  close  of  this  meeting,  the  remainder  of 
the  night  waa  employed  in  making  the  neceasary  preparations  ' 
to  enaure  her  accession  in  ease  of  the  emperor's  death. 

Peter  at  length  expired.  Thia  event  Mug  made  known, 
the  aenate,  the  generals,  the  principal  nobSity  and  clergy, 
haatened  to  the  palace  to  proetsim  the  new  aovereign*  The 
adherenta  of  the  grand-duke  seemed  secure  of  success  $  and 
the  frienda  of  Catharine  were  avoided  as  persons  doomed  to 
destruction.  At  thia  juncture  Bassevita  whispered  one  of 
the  opposite  party,  Tne  emj^ress  is  mistress  of  the  treasure 
and  the  fortress ;  she  has  gamed  over  the  guards  and  the 
synod,  and  many  of  the  diief  nobility;  even  here  she  haa 
more  followers  tiian  you  imagine:  advise,  therefore,  your 

♦  "  Tant  qu'oD  lui  savoit  un  soufle  de  vie,  personne  n'osoit  Tentre- 
prendrc.  Telle  (^toit  la  force  du  respect  et  de  la  terreur,  ^u'lmprima  ce 
heros." — BassevUi,  p.  374. 
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friends  to  make  no  opfmitscm  as  they  value  their  hm^^' 
TiuB  information  being  rapidly  circulated,  Bassevitz  gave  tke 
sppomted  signal ;  and  the  two  regiments  of  guar^  who  liad 
been  gniied  hj  «  largess*  to  declare  for  CMtanne,  and  bad 
«lxeaOT  smvounded  the  pafawe,  beat  to  amu.  ^  Who  has 
dared,    ndkmned  prince  Bawnm,  tfae  CDinmander-in-chief, 

order  out  the  toroopi  without  my  knoiriodge  — 
vetami  general  Butturmi,  ^  witfaonfc  pietonding  to  dspate 
your  aulAionty,  in  obedienco  'lo  the  ooramands  of  ray  most 
gracioM  mistress."  This  ehortfeply  was  fiiUowed  by  a  dead 
^nlanee.  In>tlus  moment  of  naqpeoae  and  anxlet^^,  Mentchikof 
edfterod,  preoodnng  CathaiiDe,  supportad  iaj^tiie  duke  of  Hol- 
oben.  ohe  atloinpted  io  tipetkf  bat  was  prevented  by  si^Def 
-aad  taan  tnm  giving  uttevaiieB  to  h«  words;  at  loagtJi, 
movermg  hmel^  coaie^"  she  said,  ^'notnitiMiaiiidiDg'tlre 
l^etmbkk  mom  ovendiebiiB  me^  to  aarare  yoatiatt,  maum- 
akoto  the  ivift  of  n»y  dapastad  fanabandy^  ^oaa  .laemary  will 
fee  ever  dear  tame,  I  am  xeady  to  nlarote  m^do^  iao  the 
paiiifiil  MMNRipatiomi  'Of  govenunani)  mitii  .flu'Ofideiiae  ahall 
aanrnon  m  to  follow  9imu''  9%en,  flftv  a  almBt  rpaaae,  tabe 
aaetful^  added,  ^'Xf  the  gnuad-duke  viU  -jupM  %  mf  in- 
structions, |)erhaps  I  shaU  hm9  iBue  ccnaaBHafln,  'dmRiiig  my 
'WietaM  widowhood,  of  fanning  for  you  an  eaipmnr  worthy 
'Of  ikm  Mood  and  the  name  of  him  ^idKifm  ^^oii  faana  amr 

♦  The  Austrian  envoy  says  tlmt  the  guards  received  each  6/. 

f  The  same  person  asserts  that  Catharine,  although  she  secretly  re- 
joiced at  Peter's  death,  played  tlie  farce  admirably;  she  ceased  not  her 
UuDenlallon  and  groans;  -iftie  repeatedly  ktmad  ikm  'hody,  sswaiawl 
aBd^ swooned  without  end;  so  that  the  !ty  eiamfliif  i  who  wmtaot  ac* 
quainted  with  the  real  state  of  the  case,  were  moved  with  compassion, 
while  the  otliers  could  hardly  refrain  from  laughing.  Bassevitz  Jilso 
relates  the  grief  of  the  empress,  which  he,  on  the  contrary,  like  a  true 
«0iirtier,a;&m8tohBTe  been  Teiil:--'>^%MeiMille4ktsataiQtre  sentiment, 
•fAroiIni  Vailialioo,  Vwmp^ntake^'vfmt  pas  qaitt^aoaaiiivaMe 
itrois  auHs/*  And  again :  CMhanne^  au  iieu  da  hiier  ses  pas  vers  ear 
et  le  sceptre,  embrassoit  vainement  son  Epoux  agonizant,  qui  ne  la 
connoissoit  plus,  et  ne  pouvoit  s'en  detacher." — "  Elle  f^toit  au  reste," 
says  Yillebois,  "une  des  plus  belles  pleuzeuses  qu'on  put  imaginer,  et 
•qaaalil^  4e  gens  asosmoisat  ^nus  faapMcl,  umquemttit  poor  hi 
▼oir  pisaRT  et  Knoftm,  ^aj  •osann  aate^aalns  deax  Jkiiglok»  ^al 
n'ont  pas  laiss^  passer  un  seul  de  ces  quarante  jours  sans  y  aller ;  et 
j'aroue  que  moymeme,  bien  que  je  sfusse  k  qiioy  m*en  tenir  sur  la 
sincdiite  de  ces  iarmcs,  yen  etois  toujours  itauj  que  si  j'a»?ois 
assists  ^  une  representation  cTAndromaqw," 
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JiMBUifallly  lost/'—'' As  .thiB/'  wpMed  Mf^ntchikof,  ''is  a 
onsifi  of  such  importeDcc  to  the  good  Hoftthe  empire,  and 
reqiiireB  the  most  matuse  ^liberation,  ^pour  majesty  willpor- 
mit  na  to  Mnfer  withoul;  miMnit ;  Idulfc  this  whole  affair  may 
ke  iawnaaatod  iritiioat  .fepMMld^  not  anbf  in  the  apiman  ef 
the  pMont  age,  but  also  of  posterity." — **  Acting  as  I  do," 
JBiswned  Oatluuniie,  '^anore  for  the'publieigood  tium.  for  mj 
own  adYBntagey  I  am  sot  afraid  tO'smMuit  all  eoiioevnB  .to 
jTMlfflncmt  of  soeh  an  enlig^htened  assembly ;  you  have  not 
m^y  ^pmmMm  rto  confer  witk  fioeedom,  hot  I  lay  my 
noroinandB  upcm  yon  all,  to  deHberate  matodly  m  this  an- 
fortaat  aulyleat^  md  psaimlae  to^adopt  whatow  may  ibe  4ke 
xaault  of  yonr«ideoanona.''  AtHifrOMidnnoiisef  these  wonda, 
lha  aBacmajy  retirad  intoaaotfaer  apartaant,  and  tbe  dooBS 


It  ^aa  .prommly  aattlad  by-Mantdkibof  mid  Ida  paiiy 
tiiat  Oatluttme  akoiud  be  empieaa ;  and  tbe  gimidi,  'whe  amr- 
aamded  the  pakaSy  witii  'dinnns  beating  sa^  atham  flying, 
attrntnally  vanquisbadall  oppositioB.  ijbeionly i^roomadiaae, 
ihnefoxe,  whkibMnauied,  ma  4o  give  ^  just  leolour  to  ber 
tkie,  by  pawaiadingiihe  t  aamnb]^  tfaat  Beter  inteiidad  to  bare 
aamad  ber  bia  Hraoaaaaoc.  For  mm  yospoaa,  Mentebibof  de- 
mmdadiof  ithat  cmpamrVi  aeeaetm'y  wiaifaer  bis  Me  maatar 
bad  left  any  wnttan  dacAMMtum  ai  Ua  .intentimmP  Hie 
Bocretary  replied,  "  That  a  little  beforehia  bnt  jouaney  to  Ihfaa- 
eow  be  bad^deateoyed  a  will;  mid  thatiie  bad  fteqnentlT  ex* 
pr onwid  ida  deaign  «C  nwdimg  .mMther;  bat  bad  amays  bemi 
ywaontod  by  tfe  lefleoMwi,  iiuft  if  be  Ifeuglit  bia  people, 
ifhoBk  be  baid  moaad  ivom  «  state  of  haribwnwm  to  m  hi^ 
dmaeeiof  power  end  glory,  eonld  be  imgMtefiil,  he  itmaid 
jiot«eipoBe  bis  &ui  ^m^*^^**"*^  to  ithe  manlt  of  a  vefuaal; 
wdtiiat  dXhef  xeooUaBted  what  iibay  owed  to  .bia  kbew, 
tbOTHMidd  aegnbite  tiuir  aeafliict  by  Ids  intentioaa^  wbidi 
be  tad  diadoaed  with  maie  solemsi^  than  eoald  be  rnani- 
DBStad  by  miy  wzitlng."  An  alleraatiott  sow  ^^'fg*"  in  tbe 

aome  of  tim  Aoblea  ibflnring  the  conia^  towp- 
poae  the  ^Mosasion  -cf  Ootbrnine,  Theopbanea*  avehbiahop  ^of 
Hcako^icaUed  to  thdr  Moolkotion  the  oath  wUcb  they  bad 
HQitaben  in  1722,1»tacbmmkd9D  the  saooasaiv  i^pointedby 
Betar;  mid  Jidded,  ^  aentimenta  4^  that  empeMn^  ie* 
iiTeored  1^  the  aaiiptaiy,  ware  in  eftot  an  A^Mntaiavt  ef 
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CMJuunne.  The  opposite  paxij,  Iiowever,  deviM  thwe  senti- 
ments  to  be  bo  -clear  as  the  aecretary  chose  to  insinuate ;  and 
insisted,  that  as  their  late  moDareh  had  failed  to  nominate  hs 
beir,  the  election  of  the  new  sofereign  should  revert  to  the 
state.  Upon  this  the  archbishop  further  testified,  that  the 
evening  before  the  coronation  of  the  empress  at  Moscow, 
Beter  bad  dedared,  in  the  bouse  of  an  Eng^isb  merchant^  that 
he  should  place  the  crown  upon  her  bead  with  no  other  view 
than  to  leave  her  mistress  of  the  empire  after  bis  decease. 
This  attestation  bdng  confirmed  bv  many  penwrns  present, 
Mentchikof  cried  out,  What  need  have  we  of  any  testa- 
ment f  A  refusal  to  conform  to  the  inclination  of  our  great 
sovereigD,  thus  authenticated,  would  be  both  unjust  and 
criminu.  Long  live  the  empress  Oatbarino  l^ese  words 
being  instantly  repeated  by  the  greatest  part  of  those  pre* 
sent,-  Mentchikof,  saluting  Catharine  hj  the  title  of  em- 
press, paid  bis  first  obeisance  hj  kissing  her  band ;  and  bis 
example  was  followed  by  the  whole  assembly.  She  next  pre* 
sentod  herself  at  the  window  to  the  guards  and  to  the  people, 
who  shouted  acclamations  of  "  Loug  live  Catharine  while 
Mentchikof  scattered  am<mg  them  bandftils  of  monev.  Thus, 
says  a  contemporary,  the  empress  was  raised  to  the  throne  by 
the  guards,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Soman  emperors  by 
the  pnetorian  cohorts,  without  either  the  appointm^t  of  the 
people  or  of  the  legions. 

gAus  account  of  the  election  of  Catharine  is  chiefly  ex« 
tracted  from  Bassevits,  who  assisted  Mentchikof  in  tms  re- 
volution,  and  certainly  must  deserve  credit  as  far  as  be  chose 
to  discover  the  secret  cabals.  Some  authors  relate  this  event 
somewhat  differently ;  but  the  difference  is  easily  reoondled, 
and  the  main  facts  continue  the  same.  Buscbing  asserts^  as 
be  was  informed  by  count  Munich,  that  Peter  mm  no  sooner 
dead,  than  the  senate  and  nobles  assembled  in  the  palace  un- 
known to  prince  Mentchikof.  The  latter,  being  informed  of 
the  meeting,  repaired  to  the  palace,  and  was  refused  admits 
tance ;  upon  which  he  sent  for  general  Butturlin,  with  a 
company  of  guards;  and  bursting  open  the  door  of  the 
apartment  in  which  tlie  meeting  was  held,  declared  Catharine 
empress.  The  Austrian  envoy  says,  that  general  Butturlin 
threatened  to  massacre  the  senate  if  the  members  did  not 
acknowledge  Cathariiie.  But  we  have  already  seen,  from  the 
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authority  of  Bassevitz,  that  many  of  the  nohles,  &c.,  repaired 
to  the  palace,  in  opposition  to  prince  Mentchikof ;  that  ge- 
uml  Batturlin  had  high  words  with  prince  Bepnin  and  the 
opposite  piMy;  that  Mentchikof  s  presence  utterly  discon- 
certed them ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  both  he  and  Butturlin 
Toi^t  hBYe  thnatfiudd  uie  nobles,  which  Bassevitz  might  not 
choose  to  recordy  as  he  was  willing  to  make  the  nomination  of 


O'est  aiosi  que  Catharine  saisit  le  sceptre,  qu'elle  m^tbit 
k  si  juste  titve^"  In  shorty  these  three  aooounts  are  easily  re- 
ooneilabfe  with  each  other;  they  all  prore  one  &cty  that 
Mentohikof^  either  by  himself  or  his  agents,  bj^  bribes,  ^ro^ 
mises,  and  tbrealB,  forced  the  nobility  to  prociaun  Catharine. 

Catharine^B  first  acts  after  her  accession  were  in  accordance 
with  her  gentle  and  humane^  disposition.  She  reduced  the 
annnsl  capitation  tax  by  one-eighth ;  ordered  the  gibbets  to  be 
cut  down  which  had  been  ere^d  by  Peter  in  great  numbers 
throughout  the  country ;  caused  tlie  still  unburied  bodies  of 
the  numerous  persons  he  had  executed  to  be  interred ;  re- 
called most  of  those  who  had  been  banished  to  Siberia  in  the 
late  reign,  excepting  the  relations  and  fii^ds  of  Peter's 
former  wife ;  paid  t&  troops  their  arrears;  restored  to  the 
Cossacks  sevml  of  their  pnril^es  and  immunities  which  had 
been  wrested  i&om  them  by  Peter,  and  made  no  changes 
among  the  officers  of  state.  She  thus  attached  to  her 
the  people,  the  army,  and  many  even  of  the  nation.  The 
attempts  of  two  impostors,  who  seTerally  gave  themselves 
out  for  Peter's  1^lfortunate  son  Alexis,  were  speedily  defeated, 
and  the  pretendm  to  the  throne  beheadedl  Xet  p^apa 
had  she  liTcd  longer  she  would  not  have  died  as  empress.  At 
leasts  there  was  never  wanting  a  great  number  of  malcontents 
whilat  she  reigned.  The  obseuriiy  of  her  origiu,  and  the 
history  of  her  early  days,  ere  she  was  acknowledged  by  Peter 
as  his  wife,  were  a  stumbling-block  to  many  i  and  papers 
were  frequently  handed  about  in  which  she  was  irre* 
verently  menboned.  In  the  seeond  year  of  ber  reigu  she 
felt  herself  under  the  necesaitYofthreatemng  to  punish  with 
death  all  soeh  as  should  spesk  of  her  family  in  marespectful 
terms. 

As  long  aa.  Petear  reigned,  there  was  a  continual  jealousj 
.  between  Austria  and  Biussia:  his  death  was  followed  by  an 
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alliance  between  those  powers,  which  proved  ruinous  to  the 
Poles  and  the  Turks,  and  separated  Austria  from  its  natural 
ally — England.  Peter  had  consoled  the  duke  of  Holstein 
with  empty  hopes,  and  used  him  as  the  toy  and  tool  of 
liifl  politics  ;  and  Catlmrine  effected  his  marriage  with 
lier  daughter  a  few  months  after  she  ascended  the  throne- 
(June,  1725).  The  empress  loved  her  daughter  so  tenderly, 
that  for  her  sake  she  overlooked  the  incapacity  of  the  duke, 
and  assigned  him  the  first  place  in  her  council,  where  Basse- 
vitz  continued  to  be  his  prompter,  although  npt  much  more 
efficient  than  himself.  The  empress  wished  also  to  turn  to 
account  his  claims  upon  Denmark  and  to  the  reversion  of  the 
Swedish  throne :  for  this  purpose  she  stood  in  need  of  the 
aasistance  of  the  emperor  of  Germany,  whose  favour,  there- 
fore, she  and  the  duke  earnestly  tried  to  gain.  Mentchikof 
possessed  wealth,  estates,  and  lordships  in  {Silesia,  and  was 
the  more  easily  purcliased,  as  he  needed  the  aid  of  the  em- 
peror in  his  Polish  affairs  :  he  was  supported  by  Austria  on 
political  grounds,  whilst  at  last  hia  finfind  tfaye  emprooi.was 
opposed  to  him  in  Courland. 

The  nobility  of  Courland  at  that  time  were  in  dread  of  the. 
impending  blow  of  a  union  with  Bussia :  they  tried  to  rouse 
tiie  spirit  of  Poland  and  to  gain  the  favour  of  king  Augnstos, 
in.  order  to  save  and  preserve  their  freedom.  Their  duKe  was 
long  dead,  but  his  widow  Anne  (Peter's  niece)  still  lived  in 
the  country  under  Russian  protection.  Xhe  ImilieroC  tke 
last  desoendant  of  the  house  of  Kettkr  iras  living  fthmidy 
poav  and  ehildless.  The  CourkndMi  soiq^t  for  a  more 
yigorons  man,  and  one  who  had  connexboa  nduck  miglit  be 
useful  to  them,  and  ihej  ultimately  chose  count  Maurice  of 
Sancmy^  a  natural  son  of  the  king  o£  Boknidy  iartkar  duke. 
Mamnco  was  bovn  mtk  the  genins  of  a-greaii  eamnandeie^  awl 
al^a^ laint  pened^aa  aiaunshsief  Efaaia,  hs  aeaeked  the  very 
nmiacle  of  glory :  as  the  suler of  aiaBBll  oonfay,  he  might 
baao  had  a»  destructive  an  influenoe  vpoa  morality  hv  ki» 
eaaaipki  aa  his  father  had  had.  in  Saxony.  GQsa  ohoice,  howr- 
ever,  was  not  realised,  because  the  Poles  aer  well  as  Mentchi- 
kof oppoeed  the  selaotion.  The  Poles  wished  to^  UMtet  the. 
duchy  with  their  republic ;  Mentchikof^  on  the  otinr 
hand,  wished  to  force  knaaelf  upon,'  the  CoHrlaadaEa*  «a 
thaur  daks*.  IPfhikt  ike  —hiiasniliH  «£  hk.  euj|U!ew^  wm 
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cancyihg  on  a  yehement  oonM*  vifch.  the  senate  in  Waraan^ 
Mtnt^ikof  Tenkiredl  ta  go  in  person  to  Mittau ;  but  there 
metiritkBOBirtaiice  £eom  the  nobilify^  who  knew  that  neither 
the  emj^ce8B|.the  dowager-duchess,  nor  the  Fole^iROuld  sup* 
port  hun ;  and  he  tmated  the  estates  and  their  president  m 
Oourlaoid  with  his  usual  insolence.  If  Bassevitz  had  not 
lent  him  his  aid,.Mentchikof  would  have  been  iken  utterly 
roinedL  Catharine  would  have  willingly  masried  the  jouog  * 
and  much-admiredi  Maurice ;  she  therefore  wished  to  pro«- 
tamte  his  election,  and  had,oema  to  St.  PeteNburg  expressly 
iu  ordier  to  advancer  hit  cause.  Bassevitz  supported  Men^- 
chikof,  pBoibaldjr  beeaose  her  fores»w>  that  his  duke,  on  Meat* 
chikors  SHnoiiily.mu8t.iieoeaBarily  occupy  liis  place^  and  kncvr 
that  he  was  not  equal  to  the  dutiea  of  a  ruler.  The  empreai^ 
indeed,  shortly  before  her  donth^  had  sent  count  Deviex  to 
Mittau  to  inyestigate  the  accusatioiui  which  weie  brought 
against  Mentchikof.  This  Detnev  'Was  a  Portuguese,  who  had 
^tered  into  the  Biusnaa  service,  and  although  broth^-in- 
laiv^  of  Mentehifaof^  was.  nevertheless  his  most  deadly  enemy. 
Her  death  soon  afterwards  altered  the  whole  state  of  affaixa, 
Maurice  had  also  deceived  Anne ;  he  tried  ii^yain  to  maoi* 
tain  hims^f  against  the  Busaians,  and  the  latter  did  nofe 
hasitate  to  drive  him  by  force  of  arms  in  tha  midst  of  peaee^ 
foam  Gouriaad,  iriiero  lie  bad  settled  as  aatrangBr,  and  Attrtait 
em  deputed  a  person  to  be  present  at  his  expulsion. 

•Aiuina.had'psaiviiiimsly  shown  itself  favoun^le  to-tiie  pra> 
teasiomkafi' Bnsaia;.  Jm  Apiril^,  lt726>  it  had  guaiaiDteed  the 
reversion  of  the  crown  of  Swedeni  to  Qheito*  Eredariek ;  and 
^en  aiL.IiDgli8k  fleet  afAeimrdsr  appeared  in  the.BaUae.for 
thar  ^taotieot  eC  tiie  Danei^  wha.  weaee  thiei|teQe4'  hj^^- 
"Biwuni^  a»iSr>ma1  tnudiy  of  alliaaee  waa  eQQdiicbd(45^ABg., 
UT26)>lMtMeBi  Bnasiai  and  the  empevor  of  ftonii^m^  By 
theienii»af 4;}iiittBBate,  eeeh  party  engaged^  ii^  opMpjOf' a  war 
wiHt  a.tbiidi  pad^r,  im  mmUk  8O,0O&>  ayx^iam?  to>  th^,  other ; 
and  Bom  alaer  ffiiwai%  eeseM  te  ^hch.ilHaiioe  betmen 
Spam  end  AoMa  irinck  heA  Wen . 
Iiam«fiatelir  aftenrand^.  Vnede^  i^Wmt  wuh4i»w 
from  the  HanoYorian  alliance  ai^d  joined  that  pf  Speini* 
iDusl^ imdSAsaSw  \  . 

,g|he>  voign^  oC  Gatbeiu^  .^iMf  Be  xso^subpBd^a8iletl^^ 
Mentchikof!  The  empress  fiad  Tinitiimi  ijiclinatien  mtcMiir. 


Digitized  by  Google 


400 


UISXOBT  OV  SVMI^. 


[Ofl*  XXTITr. 


ties  to  direct  the  helm  of  government ;  and  she  frfaoed  the 
most  implicit  confidence  in  the  man  who  had  been  the  ori- 
ginal author  of  her  good  fottline,  and  the  sole  instrument  of 
]ier  elevation  to  the  throne*  She  took  to  herself  two  new 
&Toarite8  at  onoe,  the  joimg  orince  Sapieha  and  a  Livonian 
gentleman  named  LoeYenyolaen.  Theae  two  imls  strove 
eqiiallj  to  please  her,  and  alternately  received  praoia  of  her 
tmidemess  without  suffering  their  happiness  to  be  macxed  bj 
mutual  jealousy.  During  her  short  reign  her  life  was  very 
inregular ;  she  was  extremely  arerae  to  business ;  would  fre» 
quentljr,  when  the  weather  was  fine,  pass  whdb  nights  in  the 
open  air ;  and  was  particularly  intemperate  in  the  use  of 
Tokay  wine,  in  which  she  often  indulged  to  ezceaB.  These 
irregularities,  joined  to  a  cancer  and  a  dropey,  hastoned  her 
end;  and  she  expired  on  the  17th  May,  1727»  a  little  more 
than  two  years  aher  her  accession  to  the  throDey  and  about 
the  thirty-ninth  year  of  her  age. 

Aa  the  deaths  of  sovereigna  in  despotie  countziea  are  ael* 
dcim  imputed  to  natural  causea^  that  of  Catharine  haa  been 
iotoutedto  poison,  as  if  the  diaordera  which  preyed  upon  her 
fr|une  were  not  sufficient  to  bring  her  to  the  grate !  Some 
adsert  that  she  was  poisoned  in  a  glaaa  of  spirita ;  others,  by 
a^pew  given  to  her  by  general  Deviea.  Suapietona  also  fell 
upon  prince  Mentchikof»  who  waa  aocnaed  oi  hastening  her 
death,  that  he  might  reign  with  still  more  abaolute  power 
during  the  minority  of  Peter  II.  But  these  reports  deserve 
not  the  least  credit,  and  were  merelj  dictated  by  the  spuit  of 
party,  ^r  by  popular  ramour. 

Catharine  was  in  her  person  under  the  middle  aiae,  and,  in 
her  youth,  delicate  and  wdl  formed,  but  indined  to  eorjMi^ 
lency  aaishe  advanced  in  years.  She  had  a  fiur  eomplenofi^ 
dark  eyes,  and  light  hair,  which  ahe  waa  alwaya  aeeuatoned 
to  dye  tdacfc.  She  could  neither  read  nor  write;*  her  daugh* 
ter  Etiaibeth  usuattr  aigned  her  name  Ihr  her,  and  partien- 
larly  to  her  last  will  and  tesfcament ;  and  count  Oatermami 
geiierally  put  her  ai^^natuie  to  the  public  decreea  and  dee- 
patchea.  '^Her  abilities  have  been  greatiy  exaggerated  by  her 

*  Bassevitz  says,  "  Elle  n*apprit  jamais  a  (^crire.  La  princess© 
Elizabeth  signa  tout  pour  elle,  quatid  elle  ffit  sur  le  trone,  mcme  son 
testament."'  The  Austrian  minister  says  count  Ostermaim  used  to  sign 

hsv  aaua  to  all  die  despatdMk 
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panegyrists.  Gk>rdoD,  who  had  fieqiiently  seen  her,  seems  to 
hflyefairijr  represented  her  chanusteTy  when  he  says,  "  She  was 
a  Yery  ptethr  well-lookt  woman,  of  good  sense,  but  not  of  that 
suhlimity  of  wit,  or  rather  of  that  quiokness  of  imagination, 
which  some  people  hare  believed.  The  gxeat  reason  why  the 
eaar  was  so  fond  of  her,  was  her  exceeding  good  temper ;  she 
neyer  was  seen  peevish  or  out  of  hnmour;  obliging  and  civil  to 
all,  and  never  forgetful  of  her  former  condition ;  witbal,  mighty 
grateful.'  *  When  Wurmb,  who  had  been  tutor  to  G-luck's  chil- 
dren at  the  time  that  Catharine  was  a  domestic  in  that 
clergyman's  family,  presented  himself  before  her  after  her 
marriage  with  Peter  had  been  publicly  solenmised,  sho  recol* 
leeted  and  addressed  him  with  great  complacency :  "  What, 
thou  good  man,  art  thou  still  alive  ?  I  will  providie  for  thee." 
And  she  accordingly  settled  upon  him  a  pension.  She  also 
was  no  less  attentive  to  the  family  of  her  benefactor  Gluok, 
who  died  a  prisoner  at  Moscow :  she  pensioned  his  widow ; 
made  his  son  a  page ;  portioned  the  two  eldest  daughtm ; 
and  advanced  the  youngest  to  be  one  of  her  maids  of  honour. 
If  we  may  believe  Weber,  she  frequently  inquired  after  her 
first  husband,  and  when  she  lived  with  prince  Mentchikof, 
used  secretly  to  send  him  small  sums  of  money,  until,  in 
1705,  he  was  killed  in  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy.* 

But  tiie  most  noble  part  of  her  character  was  her  peculiar 
humanity  and  compassion  for  the  unfortunate.  Motraye  has 
paid  a  handsome  tribute  to  this  excellence.  ''She  had  in 
some  sort  the  government  of  all  his  (Peter's)  passions;  and 
even  saved  the  lives  of  a  ^preat  man^  more  persons  than  Le 
Fort  was  able  to  do :  she  inspired  mm  with  that  humanity 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  his  objects,  nature  seemed  to  have 
denied  him.  A  word  from  her  month  in  &vour  of  a  wretch 
just  going  to  be  sacrificed  to  his  anger,  would^  disarm  him ; 
hut  if  he  was  fully  resolved  to  satisfy  that  passion,  he  would 
give  orders  for  the  execution  when  she  was  absent,  for  fear 
she  should  plead  &r  the  victim.'*   In  a  word,  to  use  the  ex- 

*  A  reputed  brother  of  Catharine's,  tt hom  die  called  count  Skavron- 

ski,  appcnrcr!  early  in  her  reign  at  Petersburg.  She  married  one  of 
his  daughters  to  licr  favourite,  Sapieha.  "Villehois  tells  a  romantic  tale 
oi  tlie  discovery  of  this  bkavronski  by  I'eter  himself,  and  Voltaire  re- 
peats the  story  with  embelUshmenta  of  hi^  uwu  ^  but  tliere  much 
reaion  to  doubt  its  tmth  altogether. 
TOL.  I.  2  n 
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pressiou  of  the  celebrated  Munich, Ske.was  the  medUatcix 
between  the  monarch  and  big  subjects.'* 

The  premature  death  of  the  empress  Catharine  in  1727^ 
after  a  reign  of  two  years,  appeared  to  place  liuasia  alto- 
gether at  the  disposal  of  Mentchikof ;  for  Peter  II,,  the  son 
of  Alexis,  yet  only  a  boy,  and  by  Catharine's  will  Ment- 
chikof had  not  only  obtained  tlie  pn^sideney  of  tlie  supreme 
council,  but  by  an  article  which  it  contained,  the  young  em- 
peror was  to  marry  Mentchikof 's  daughter.  All  this,  however, 
*waB  not  enough  to  satisfy  his  ambition,  and  he  was  himst^ 
itiie  £rBt  to  violate  the  testaiDientary  dispositions  of  the  im- 
press, upon  which  his  guardiaiwhip  was  loimded,  and  to  aeiae 
HIKm  everything  by  force.  Mannstein  gives  the  folhnnm^ 
lepoit  of  these  tcansactions.: — 'Catharme's  heu^  SBater,  mB 
hetvmen  twelve  and  4>hirieen  vears  old  when  he  came  to  the 
iSbasom^  and  the  empress  had  therefore  ottfaned  that  Jiebttbiuld 
remain  under  guardiauE^p,  Tim  office  was  to  he  executed 
Gathanne's  daughters,  Amie  and  Elizabeth,  the  duke  of 

olstein,  the  bishop  of  Lnbeok,  knahnd  «f  hu  dau^ter 
Eliaabeth,  and  by  the  st^Mine  council.  The  senate  at  that 
Idm  consisted  'of  prince  Mentchikof,  the  high-admiml 
dLnaain,  the  ignmd  dumoaillsr  -Gtdlowkyn,  the  wa-chan- 
cdlor  OstermaBifty  Mad  -jprvry  ^mciUon  Gallim  <ffid  JU* 
gttsold.  ThoM  mnmisfiion  tif  goversnnent,  howe^r,  only 
julsembled  once,  and  that  on  tiui  4ay  of  Cathaanne^s  daalh> 
At ^is  meeting  nothing  was  'doBatfMhar  iiM.^exai8f-> 
nition  af  the  will,  which  in  liwo  JiooM  aAanc'ardB  wras  prac- 
tically .amnilkd.  It  had'beeaiexpresBly  provided  in  the  aill, 
that  every  qmestoa  ia  ike  eamtoii  aiioald  he  dstwiiiMiied  by  a 
nmority  of  votes :  Ahat  was  by  no  m^tns  sgMeaUe'lfo  JCwt- 
ehikaf.  Heohaae  to  deoidDalaiie,4jhaiimai  wMffcoi^^ 
aad  no  one  mitured  (to  oppose  ttat  m  idiiak  iMidA- 
acdvad^  wkaovwr  did  aom  lost. 

Thocee  .nuniifcha  afterwarda  i/Tum^kar^f  MamUed  tiM  ^ake 
nf  QoUiein  and  Ins  iitfe  to  Jeane  AiMia  CfitiliAug.,  1727), 
aad  leceiTed  the  dignity  of  geneialiasimo  from  the  emperor 
in  Mtffz  hB  wonted  -tlia  Innkhip  of  lOanl  ia  Aikai%  as  a 
ymmt  <t1ie  mperar  of  6k»mai^,  mi  beiaroUiad  Iris 
youngest  daughter  to  Peter  17^  Intt  by  hb  Initali^  lie 
omikaiiad  a  mNeaH  fteling  of  repugnanee  tolumaelf  and 
his  role*  At  length  he  disgusted  ithe  annaMir  Jiimsel^  and 
thereby  funuBhed  the  Dolgorukis,  who  had  lon^  gaioad  the 
^  emperor's  conjGldencey  with  the  desired  opporfcomty  of  effect* 
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ing  their  rival's  overthrow.  Mentcbikof,  who  liad  happily 
outstood  eyen  the  boisterous  temper  of  Peter  the  Great,  had 
been  all-powerful  uad6r<2*alibflBiiifi».iiotwithstanding  the  duke 
of  Holfltein's  machinations  against  him,  and  was  afterwards 
the  austere  and  imperious  f^her-in-law  of  Peter  11.,  was 
now  OTerthrown,  and  obliged  wi&  his  whole  fimu^,  mdudiiig 
eren  the  betrothed  wife  of  the  yomg  en||»eror,  to  depoi^t,  in 
S^teniber,  1727^  ifixr  Berestf^^  in  Sil&ria.  By  this  irbroke  of 
fortune^  which  lie  Ixxre  with  singoTar  calmness  and  fortitude, 
all  his  plans  of  greatness  were  itfe  once  defeated,  and  the 
treasures  he  had  accmnukted*  weie  poured  into  the  im- 
perial coffers,  from  w1u<fh  the  ^eater  part  had  been  surrep- 
tifiouslj  taken.  He  died  in  Ins  place  of  ezQe  in  1729,  Vrom 
ihe  time  of  his  downfal  the  BolgonOds  wete  at  tiie  lieadiof 
the  ststCi  and  it  appeared  as  if  Itussialiad  foigctCten  Sim^pean 
a&irB  to  eocim J  Jaerself  ezduurelj  with  her  own. 

Peter  had  <£anged  Lis  residence  to  Moscow^  and  fiiTonred 
Bussian  instttaitiaps  and  nnges  in nreference  to  ihose  wMeh 
were  foreign ;  he  betrothed  mmselito  a  Bussian  ladj,  a  Pol- 
goruki,  and  dunng  'bis  reign  notlnng  was  thought  of  l)ut 
intemal  jiffiurs  and  court  ca'bal%  wlmst  the  other  powers 
comchided  their  agreements  nbout  Parma^  Placentia,  ssad 
Tuscany.  The  unexpected  deatli  of  the  joungemperor,  Tiow- 
erer,  recalled  Bussia  to  lie^r  old  politics.  He  was  carried 
off  bj  small-pox  on  the  9th  of  Pebruaiy,  1730 ;  and  with  liim 
the  male  race  of  the  Bomanof  family  became  extinct.  After 
Peter  II.'s  death,  one  of  the  Dolgorukis,  armed  with  a  for^^cd 
docuBicnt  which  he  pretinded  was  the  will  of  Peter  II., 
attempted  in  vain  to  beuure  the  ^uoeession  to  his  own  daugh- 
ter Catharine,  who  had  been  betrothed  to  the  hite  empeiMr: 
his  Russian  colleagues  in  the  council,  however,  hit  upon  tlie 
bukl  thought  of  changing  the  imperial  autocracy  into  a  sha- 
dow, iiud  sharing  the^ow^r  uf  the  czar  among  themselyes. 

**  These-oonriiM  oTiihieiiiillionsiirRndiles  In  bankiiotwaiiaiilffiga- 
tkiOB,  one  miUioa  In  cash,  I05lb.  of  gold  utensils,  iMh.  of  sUver  plate, 

nnd  precioTiP  stones  to  the  vahie  of  about  a  million.  If  weTeckon,  bo- 
sides,  the  enormous  estates  in  land  which  he  possessedj  hie  palace  nnd 
its  iumitnre,  we  shall  be  the  more  Burpriscd  at  tlie  treasure  wliich. 
Jftenicbikof  iras  aUe  to  amats,  as  Peter  was  very  far  from  being  l&erol 
to'lfls-fefmBte,  «nfl  liaa;i]ften  pmaiAed  MentwMiwffor  irii.«^tanle- 
.mealB  by  coivfiscatinf  a  part  of  Ui  ymfUti^,  It  amd  ito  be  said  of 
MeBtchlkof  that  he  might  travel  from  Siga,  on  tbe  Baltic,  to  Deibvty 
on  the  CaspiaD)  and  sleep  on  one  of  his  own  domains  evsry  night. 
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CHAPTER  XXXm. 


ANWA  IVANOVNA  C1T08EK  EMPRESS — DBFEA.T8  AN  ATTEMPT 

TO  LIMIT  MEll  SOVEREIGN  POWER  INTERFEllES  SUCCESb- 

rULLY  TN  POLAND — THE  PERSIAN  PROVINCES  BE8IGNED  

WAE  AVITII  TURKEY — WATJLTKE  ATTITUDE  OF  SWEDEN— 
DEATH  Of  ANNE — CHABACTEBISIIOS  Of  HEB  BEIGN. 

The  testament  produced  by  Dolgoruki  being  declared  in- 
valid, the  successiou  to  the  throne  ought  to  have  been  decided 
by  that  still  extant  of  Catharine  I.  and  not  annulled  by- 
Peter  II.  In  this  it  was  ordained  that,  in  case  Peter  should 
die  without  heirs,  Anne  duchess  of  Holstein,  and  her  pos- 
terity;  on  failure  of  them,  the  princess  Elizabeth*  and  her 
posterity  should  succeed.  Anne,  indeed,  had  been  dead  since 
1728,  but  had  left  behind  her  a  prince.  He  therefore  would 
be  now,  nceordinfr  to  the  purport  of  that  will,  the  legitimate 
heir.  But  shortly  after  Catharine's  death  the  duke  of  Holstein 
and  his  contort  liad  left  Russia,  where  Mentchikof  rendered 
their  abode  extremely  irksome,  and  returned  to  their  posses- 
sions of  Holstein- Gottorp,  in  Grermany;  and  the  council, 
which  on  Peter  the  Second's  derith  directed  the  succession 
and  was  averse  to  foreigners,  would  have  paid  no  regard  to 
the  young  prince  of  Holstein,  even  if  his  father  had  been  still 
in  Hussia,  much  less  was  any  notice  taken  of  him  now  that 
he  lived  in  Germany .f  Next  to  Anne  and  her  posterity,  by- 
Catharine's  last  will,  the  princess  Elizabeth  was  to  succeed : 
but  she  remained  ^nite  inactive  on  the  vacancy  of  the  throne, 
though  her  physician,  Lestocq,  took  all  possible  j^ins  to  per- 
suade her  to  put  in  her  claim  to  the  succeMion.  It  nad 
hitherto  been  her  sole  desire  to  live  at  ease,  exempt  from  all 
concern  in  the  afEairs  of  government,  and  only  to  pursue  her 

*  Second  daup^htcr  of  Peter  I.  aod  Cathanuft  The  eldest  was  mar* 

ricd  to  the  duko  of  Mecklt.'iibnrg:. 

f  Indeed  he  was  only  meiitiuuud  ibr  the  sake  of  caUlng  to  iniiid  tliat 
both  he  and  the  princets  Elisabeth  wem  the  ofB^ing  of  a  doable 
adultery,  and  theiefoie  both  of  them  ought  for  ever  to  be  excluded 
from  the  throne.  It  was  observed  that  when  Peter  L  married  Catha> 
rine,  the  f^rst  husband  of  that  princess  and  the  empress  Evdokhia 
Lapnkbiu  were  stUi  living. 
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pleasurefl  and  bear  devotioiuih— for  she  was  very  devout.  As 
for  her  pleasures,  she  shaved  them  with  aU  the  grenadiers  of 
the  guard. 

The  male  line  of  the  Bomanob  was  extinct ;  but  besides 
Elisabeth,  Peter  the  first's  daughter,  three  daughters  of  czar- 
Ivan,  step^brotiier  of  Peter  I,,  and  his  partner  in  the  govern* 
moit,  were  still  alive.  The  eldest  lived  at  Petersburg  in  a 
state  of  separation  from  her  turbulent  husband,  the  duke  of 
Mecklenburg ;  the  second,  who  had  been  married  to  the  duke 
of  Courland,  lived  as  a  widow,  from  1711,  in  Mittau ;  the  third 
was  at  Petersburg,  stiU  unmarried.  Of  these  three  princesses 
the  council  was  to  elect  one.  Their  choice  fell  upon  the  duchess 
Anne  of  Courland,  who  was  c'x{)ected  la  accept  of  the  prof- 
fered dominion  upon  wliatever  conditions  might  be  prescribed ; 
she  was,  however,  first  obliged  to  sigri  a  sort  of  capitulatioji, 
the  conditions  of  which  were  of  sucli  a  kind  as  to  have 
brought  Russia  eiilier  under  the  doiiiliiion  ot"  u  pernicious 
oligarchy,  or  have  thrown  it  into  anarcliy  and  confusion. 
The  conditions  were: — 1.  The  empress  shall  only  f^^overa 
according  to  the  pleasure  of  the  supreme  council.  2.  Neither 
war  shall  be  dcchircd  nor  peace  concluded  without  the  advice 
and  approbation  of  the  senate.  3.  No  taxes  to  be  imposed 
or  important  offices  conferred  without  the  senate.  4.  No 
nobleman  to  be  tried  before  the  ordinarv  tribunals  or  to  be 
punished  with  death,  nor  5.  his  property  to  be  confiscated, 

6.  No  part  of  the  crown  lands  to  be  disposed  of  or  alienated. 

7.  Not  to  marry,  or  name  a  successor,  without  the  consent 
of  the  senate. — To  these  conditions  was  added  that  Anne 
should  not  bring  her  favourite,  the  chamberlain  Yon  Biren, 
with  her  into  Russia. 

Yttgujinski  had  secretly  sent  a  messenger  to  Mittau  to  the 
duchess,  to  anticipate  the  arrival  of  the  deputies*  who  were 
sent  by  the  supreme  council  with  the  conditions  of  the  elec- 
tion, and  had  ud\  ised  her  to  their  unconditional  acceptance, 
assuring  her  that  it  should  be  liis  care  to  see  that  they  were 

*  One  of  whom  was  prince  Vassili  Lnkovitch  Dolgoruki,  who  had 
been  the  successful  lover  of  Anna  Ivanovna,  and  was  donbtlcss  ia 
hopes  of  becoming  so  again.  On  entering  the  apartment  of  the  duchess, 
Dolgoruki  found  with  lier  a  uiaii  rather  meanly  dressed,  to  wiiom  lie 
Bwde  a  sign  to  retire.  As  the  man  did  not  itlr,  DoIgoraU  took  him 
by  the  arm  to  enibroe  his  hint.  Anne  stopped  him.  This  man  waa 
Ernest  John  Biren,  and  thiia  it  vaa  that  the  min  of  the  Dolgomki 
Ssamiy  waa  occasioned. 
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auBuUed*  It  wast  sufBcuHfe  i»  vicbiae  BuBsians  to  idMiiflk 
tMoM  oMditiona,  to  know  that,  bj  Tirtue  of  them,  all  tktt 
power  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Dolgcvukiik  Anne 
suiMEibed  the  «lides  wfaidi  limiiied.  btr  -gomBB^  inrti  in 
Hxttai^  «ni;*iaeiiBd-tiiiift  in  Mowxnr^  aad.  cvoi  mtdm  te? 
nm  ftrai  d!  ^imtsaamit  pufaiieljr  kaimii  bj'  iMans^  of  a  pro- 
damticn,  libilab  aU  the  nsngoDtfLfo 
to  raibow  tfliei  anioeiicy.. 

If  ilie  anifltsr  had  Man  ia  a  ■tmiAifMii  to  TnniilM  ttseir 
nsiir  MMtitHlfany  tfaej  aboidd  ham-  imnadinfafy  nt  btdt 
Bin%  whom  tliB  anprew  bixMwfaii  wiiii  Imt  to  Mmooy  twi' 
tarr  to  ti»  8tipulBtk«,  MMl  tbm  hnre  puniiM  Y.gujfaMU 
and  diBunBScd  the  guarcfe,  who.  vaaa  xoo&muUa  to  an.atiy 
gyvohf*  Ab  Umy  nmt  naaUertft  dO'  tfata^  ifae>  rmnKimfiM, 
or  nmier'the  inihtaDae  and  power  of  tha  DolBaaiikia^  wia. 

EBt  Yagujinald*a  advice,  the>  em^aeaB  gayo  to  tiu  Ath 
of»8  artnuaiofeloetiaiLaniameacaBee  of  jnaticB;  mL 
Bhoma  able  to  do  ao  with  greater  tmnaad  propneiYy  heattaft 
no  OHO  appniFod.  o£  tiio  new  aonstiliition  eica^  tne  wannin. 
A  UBMraia  .aaaanib]^  ww  aaUedj  whoao'  nensbeni'  waao. 
eaBed  dmnlian  and.  rapiaaentatimi  o£  tlM.  naUap  and.  iha 
amj,  almoBrii  in  seaUly  tbey  hmi  no  ancliconiBiaBkm.;  andt 
thej  were  aafed:  ^utether  tl^  limitatioiia  imposed  upmi  tiio 
imperial  power  ware  agreeable  to  their  will  and  deBire.  AIL 
demandied  tfaer  veatoration  of  the  old  form  of  goTomment^ 
and  loodeit'af  all,  thoae  who  were  called  reprcsentativeBiOf 
tbeasmy.* 

The  empress  pretended  to  Ix'  \vvy  much  siiq^rised  tliat 
the 'Conditions  inipoaed  ujion  Ikt  bad  Ixmmi  ?o  inucli  in  oppo- 
•  sition  to  the  voice  imd  dcsivv  oi'  tlieKussian  people,  and  tore 
up.  tii£  ajticl^a  iu  the  prebeiice  of  tiie  whole  a&Bembly.f  Xm« 

*  M  raali  Iham  appealed  TMbetakolf  Tobttkaakoi,  Boratinski^  aad 

f  Ostermann  had  the  greatest  sBare  in  annulling  the  capitolatlbn. 
Under  the  pretext  of  indisposition  he  neglected  to  attend  the  conncil 
asaembled  on. Peter's  death,  refused  his  assent  to  the  capitulation,  at 
the  same  time  compUmentiiig  thi:  gru&t  men,  by  telliug  them  that  thc^ 
bett  taw  wha^  was  fiir  tiia  hweflt  the  eoantry ,  wiSe  he  wai  aant- 
hU^evttxei&irfrto  counteiacttheoouncUy  and  thus  acquired  tfasrfavour 
ofAnne  to  a  siipeiiative  degree.  It  proved,  likewise,  of  great  assists 
aiHje  to  Aniie,  that  the  clergy  had  not  been  induced  to  approve  of  the 
prqiect  of  capitulation;  as  their  opinion  had  net  been  oonsuited,  tha^ 
aedined  to  support  it. 
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mediaeteljr  iftirwardi  m  mm  poolamaiioii  wa*  pidMiBlait  1^ 
ndndi'  tie*  tomplete*  sestoration  of  the  autocracyr  mm  aQ*> 
noimced ;  and  ttii»  ira»  fiirtkwittb  nmeeded  hj  m  second,  in 
which  the  Benato  waa  again  resdoaad  to  ail  xif^te.a]uL 
datieB  whidb,  aa  a  couusil  of  the  empii»,  it  had  possessadi 
under  fMwr  L,  and  the  newly  created  oonladl,  diatmct  fiiooL 
tlie  aanat^  was  aMialrad.  Jume,  however,  afbei?wairda>  eate*' 
bliiBiied  ^  eMxnt/b  ai^erintoidtfae  aftiira  of  gveateafe  imp 
portanco^  coBiiBtb:^  of  mam  than  i^e  persona^  and  ia; 
which  Oatamaim's  voiae  w«a  of  peculiar  waight*.  The  senate 
had  nmoiil7io-daoBd&  upob  laaa  importeiili  HiatteBtfyaiidiha^ 
in  fitdky  WT  liiiie  toidoi. 
Aana'»  mowed'  Umv  Bimiy  nndar  Ae  title  at  tamA 

inoqMbleandlMfutai  ftfosritewa*  prompted  and  aided  byra' 
man  of  nnUanfeed  anbitioii^  but  at  the.  aame  tnna^of  great 
aibiMlieB:  tla»wa»gim«ialeQimt  MonioHi  wh 
appointed  gencraiKwima  aadanie»i>tr  of  tha  eaMndt  Ifiniitjih 
conq^lataly'  »finmad  tlm  Baaaiaa  an^  eoaebad  admiEaiblai 
aefaooband)  inaldtBlaomlb^  inatruction  m  the  acianaa  of  war^ 
andaai a  man  natt  acfBaixitednQiiu Ae  aotjaet,  projactoi andU 
caifiad  fovmndrtiia  eunatouutiom  of  oandaandpiuriic'aoad^ 
and  finally^  diaacfaad  Him  miitary  pomer  af  wb  BitaaiaBai 
agffuat  tM9de%  UMbbn^  and  Ttuka^  at  lAoaaawt^  and  with 
ladelaaB'  aaootifieet,  the  BOW  anny  waa.  tvamad  and  fitted  for 
Boropeani  nwfina^  Uadav*  tha  naign:  off  tltiar  ampreaas  tiia> 
alluniaa  batman  Buaaia  andAaatria^iaaa  oantinnaUj  laada 
flraaai,  and  eaah  wiabed  to  aaoina  ISIr  ilaalf  an  laflnCTiaa  im 
Ite  appvoadiing  ekatiovof  aking  of  tdsaoA,  By  hjadbaoh 
hifaa>  Jifir,  Imiif  Angiistus-  M.  hM  at  langtii  daatiyyad  Ua 
zahaat  aonatttution ;  h»  aocdd  no  longer  atand  i^rififht^  and 
hiaf  end  waa  nemifestlr  appreadiing :  Vfeanea  would  dadlf 
haaa>  aeon  Stanislaas  Leczinski,  the  iatheNa*>]iMic  of  Loma 
XV.,  again  elevated  to  the  throne  of  Poland ;  but  this  waa 
vigorously  opposed  bv  both  Austria  and  Eussia.  Neither 
of  these  nationS'  web  in  reality  disinclined  to  the  elector  of 
Saxony;  they  only  wished  tfiat  he  should  purchase  their 
&?Ofur  and  support  by  the  sacri^es  which  they  Tespectively 
required. 

Kussia  was  at  that  time  still  disputing  with  Poland  con- 
cerning Courland.  The  nobles  of  Cuurland  elected  the  last 
descendant  oi"  tlie  liouso  of  Kettler,  in  order  to  gain  a  respite 
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at  least  till  his  death.  The  Eussiani?  took  this  very  much 
ami88,  and  not  only  ]jreventecl  the  aged  man  from  taking 
possession  of  the  ducliy,  but  even  caused  the  president  of  the 
nobles  in  Mittau  to  hv  seized  and  carried  off.  Poland,  on 
the  other  hand,  made  immediate  preparations  after  the  death 
of  Ferdinand,  the  last  of  the  Kettler  line,  to  divide  tho 
country  into  waywodcships  and  starosties.  New  E^ussian 
troops  were  sent  to  tlie  Polish  frontiers  in  order  to  prevent 
the  fulfihnent  of  this  design,  and  any  union  of  Courland  with 
Poland.  Biren  wished  to  secure  the  duchy  for  himself. 
Austria  concurred  readily  in  this  plan,  and  the  only  difficulty 
was  to  prevent  France  &om  adopting  and  maintaining  the 
Polish  claims*  This  was  a  new  reason  for  hindering,  even 
by  forde,  LeezSnski's  election.  Austria  and  Euasia  therefore 
set  up  a  pretender  in  order  to  deoeive  Pnuttia,  which  was 
cppofled  to  the  elector  of  Saxonj.  Yon  Loweuvolde,  the 
Sussian  master  of  the  horse,  travelled  to  Berlin,  and  there 
(Dec«9  1732)  concluded  that  treaty  which  is  called  by  his 
name,  and  the  only  object  of  which  was  to  restrain  the  king 
of  Prussia  from  taking  part  with  Stanislaus,  and  to  separate 
Saxonv  from  Prussia.  Neither  of  the  powers  waa  m  tiie 
least  degree  serious  about  a  Portuguese  prince,  who,  accord* 
ing  to  the  terms  of  this  treaty,  was  destined  for  Poland. 

King  Augustus  II.  died  a  few  months  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  Lowenwolde  treaty ;  his  son,  the  new  elector  of  Saxony^ 
courted  the  lavour  of  the  Poles  to  obtain  the  vacant  throne, 
but  thej  were  by  no  means  well-disposed  towards  the  Saxons ; 
and  moreover,  the  primate  of  Poland  had  recently  persiuided 
the  nobles  to  enter  into  a  new  and  dose  alliance  with  Russia 
against  their  own  king,  in  whom  they  had  no  confid^ice,  and 
to  guard  against  his  secret  agreements  and  dreaded  en2Sff»* 
ments.  On  the  death  of  Au^istus,  the  majority  of  the  r&B 
declared  (February,  1783)  tlmt  they  would  only  elect  a  nativo 
Pole  (Piast)  for  their  Uiig. 

Immediately  after  the  death  of  king  Augustus,  it  was 
publicly  dediured  that  the  L5wenwolde  treaty  had  not  been 
seriously  intended,  and  IVederick  milliaiQ,  therefore,  waa 
only  a  sullen  spectator  of  the  following  events. .  Austria  and 
Sussia  now  completely  gave  up  the  Portuguese  prince  Ema<», 
Buel,  whom  a  pretended  suit  fi>r  the  hand  of  th9  mpress  had 
brought  to  Bus8i%  and  declared  that  they  woidd  not  oppose. 
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the  election  of  a  Pole^  Sttmislaat  alone  excepted.  Their  real, 
object  was  to  compel  Saxony  to  purchase  their  favour  by 
samficea,  to  which  Bruhl  waa  eaaily  inflaenced.  This  miniater 
helped  the  phlegmatic  Augustas  mU,  to  bear  the  tedium  of 
]ife»  and  nued  Msolately  in  hia  name :  he  drained  the  whole 
resowoes  of  the  fiaxon  people,  as  ElatnmiDg  previously  bad 
done.  The  elector  of  Saxony  had  already  made  a  treafy 
with  Branoe  in  order  to  maintain  hia  daims  to  the  inherit^ 
ance  of  C^iaries  YI.,  but  he  now  renounced  this  aUianee, 
subscribed  the  pragmatic  sanction,  and  promised  also  that 
he  would  not  oppose  tbe  Tiews  of  Bussia  with  respect  to 
Coudand.  On  these  grounds  the  aid  of  both  powers  was 
promiied  him  in  hia  endeayoura  to  obtain  the  crown  of 
Poland,  and  the  usual  anarchy  was  again  promoted,  in  that 
unhappy  countiy.  One  part  of  the  nobuil^  followed  the 
hints  of  the  two  powers,  accepted  their  bribes  or  obeyed 
their  threats ;  but  by  far  the  most  numerous  party,  led  by 
Prencb  influence  and  old  preference,  declared  itself  in  &Tour 
of  Stanislaua.  The  country  was  torn  by  internal  diaturbances 
from  March  till  September  (1783),  and  as  early  as  May  a 
confederation  waa  firmed  under  French  influence;  on  the 
other  hand,  three  Bnssian  armies  appesxed  on  the  frontiers, 
and  Austria  also  made  a  threatening  movement* 

IVsnee  could  not  rrfuse  assistance  to  the  flither  of  its 
queen;  the  ministry  supported  Stanislaus  by  money,  and 
evm  embarked  smne  troops  for  his  service.  He  came  to 
Poland,  where  he  was  chos&  king  on  tbe  13th  of  September, 
1733,  upon  the  legal  field  of  election ;  but  fifteen  senators 
and  some  hundred  nobles  had  been  purchased  by  foreigners, 
and  these  were  supported  by  Lascy  at  the  head  of  20,000 
Sussians  against  the  majority  of  their  coimtrymen,  who 
aeemed  desirous  of  maintaining  their  national  rights  in 
Warsaw.  The  partisans  of  the  newly-elected  kin^^  assembled 
inPraga;  at  their  bead  stood  the  primate,  with  whom  the 
majority  of  the  Poles  agreed,  but  they  proved  inicqual  in 
perseverance  to  Lascy  and  his  Russiaiio.  Stanislaus  there- 
fore hasteTied  to  Dantzig,  where  he  could  not  so  easily  be  cut 
off,  and  til  ere  awaited  the  Prench  troops  which  had  been 
promised  him. 

The  Poles  of  Stanislaus'  party  had  broken  down  the  bridges 
oyer  the  Vistula  on  tbe  approach  of  the  Jbiu;ibiauS|  and  the 
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fiflfcmitnitanraad  six  Inadred  nobles  of  tke  ofrpMitopirlf^ 
wmo  thagrfore  obligaA  to  hold  their^lactio  D.  upon  thO'fifiUi^iK 
WqIS)  nbm  Htnrj  Yaku*  hmi  hmem  %nammkf  fluMMU 
Thef  ebon  tiie  daatoraf  8ksoi^a»  tlicvldii^  (Mt  OcUlMr^. 
in.  Older  tiuHb  tin  Bnasiano  He  m  o  oonjitiBO  iimedir 
atdky^  to  oIMb  aad  bttM  king  fltoiriwhno»  in  tiio  aonw  of 
AngBOfcot  UL.  Tho  KnwBimw  odraiiced,  anfL  tiiev-  noxniMr 

adoiBntng.  KdMUmuraM  Mmath,  tto  gpioinnnMmo.ot 
tkit  RoBahn.  ormj,  ai  kngbh  amvodk  (IWbmaiT; 
ocdertQ  oandiieii tlw  ricgo  of  SuAm^in,  pacion.  InMiif  a 
mmll'EtmA  ftm  appoaoeiiaL  theneig^hbondtoodof  Bartmg». 
bnfc  titer  wava  takan  pnaoBOio^  and.  m.  Aina  tin*  cifrp  wmth 


UK 

it«a 

Iftoittcli  Ind  salt  s  prioo  an  hn; 
faaad*  Tln«ijofI}a]]tzigwflanukM2,0M,(X^ 

foe  ita  fideMt^  to  its  rigiimil  king ;  b«t  ka]f  thait  sum  woa. 
aifterwards  telinqniahed  by  tiie  Russian  empress.  AJt 
time  the  militaiT  power  of  Russia  threatened  the  freedom-  of 

Europe  in  such  a  way  as  to  become  a  matter  of  serious  con- 
The  array  which  had  conquered  Dantzig'  was  spread. 


corn. 


over  Poland,  aud  another  division,  under  Laacy  and  Keith, 
was  advanciutj  iuto  Germany.    A  eh u sen  corps  of  10,0i)0 
men  had  reached  the  Rhine  in  June,  aiid  llieir  appearanco 
luid  a  very  decisive  influence  npoa  the  secret  negotiations^, 
then  pending  between  Floury  and  the  emperor  of  Grermany. 

The  liussian  power  liad  gained  new  vigour,  and  the  anny- 
new  experience  in  the  Poiiah  war,  and  in  Iket  the  whole  gaia: 
and  glory  of  it  fell  to  the  Eussians.  The  first  consequence  of 
this  new  humiHation  of  Poland,  and  of  placing  a  king  upoui 
the  throne  who  was  forced  upon  the  people,  was,  that  the^ 
rude,  brutal,  incapable  Biren,.  the  favourite  of  the  empress^ 
Anne,  accomplished  what  Mentchikof  had  attemptedin  vain. 
In  the  year  17-37,  Biren  was  chosen  duke  by  the  nobles  oi* 
Courland,  and  in  the  year  1739  his  new  dignity  waa  ackmn^* 
ledged  in  Warsaw  by  the  king  and  the  senate, 

Eeter  the  Gr^t,  as  we  have  already  seen,  had  extended! 
the  confines  of  his  empire  on  the  side  of  Persia.  But  it  was^ 
very  soon  found  that  this  enlargfcment  of  the  borders  was  nO' 
substantial  acquisition  to  the  country.  In  order  to  preserve 
tham,  il;  waa  ixunoired  in  an  expensiYe  and  tedioita  war^  tbBgc. 
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required  a  very  considerable  aiTirnson  even  in  pence  ;  and  as 
the  climate  did  not  airi'ee  ^vith  t]ie  Eussians,  a  multitude  of 
soldiers  were  constantly  failing  victims  to  disease.*  Anne 
therefore  opened  a  negotiation  with  the  shah,  promising  to 
restore  to  hini  tbe  conquered  countries  if  in  return  he  would 
accord  to  her  Bubjirarto  some  advantages  to  l^eir  commerce. 
Thej  at  length  came  to  terms ;  and  Russia  (1735)  made  a 
foiSBial  sorfeAdwaf  all  h^  Persian  possesions,  in  fieslor 
idHi^tbe  Bussiam  merchanta  obtaisid  mercasldle  privily 
to  a  oanidsniU*  extent  ioithe  tmituriee  belongingto  Penm 
Th9  peace  which  Peto^  wkm  wmemded  b]r  the  Turks, 
had  bent  obliged  to  sigi^  oa  ike^  berlers  of  the  Pmth,  the 
emmuifeion  of  Asof,  the  demriknon  of  the  fortifications  at 
Tac^anrok,  hj  which  Bussia  was  excluded  &om  all  tiie  benefits' 
o£  teade  on  the  Euxihe^  tbe  re^sal  of      Porte  to  gfint  the 
impcnal  title  to  the  monuBok  o£  Bnssia,  tlie  incursione  «f  the 
Cornea  and  other  Tatars,  axiknowledging  the  TorJni^  supn^ 
macy  into  the  Bussian  dominions,  in  which  the7TSvased;litg9 
dirtglei»»  andiOnned  mmsj  many  captives  inke  bondage:  aU. 
tbaitt  circunsteioeB  tbgmtr'  hod  already  oeeaMoed  Peter 
to  meditate  a  new  war  with-  ihe  Porte;    In  pBoeeonldon-  of 
tbii- design,  he  strongly  fortified  the  prinei^al  places^  of  his 
empire  intheoieighboiurlmdaiTurke]^,  furnished  them  with 
pBBviBion  and  military  8to9B%.and  thus  completely  armed 
wftr.   But  he  died-on  tiw'm  ef  it;  and  nnder  Catharise^ I. 
Bsui  Piter idle' «xeenliion;     tbe  'plm  was  m  farlfar«lk 
tflBptied. 

Bom  did  isol  viab  to  afiov  tbe  Bussinr  armwhieib  bod^ 
bean,  biong^t  to  a  Ugk  aMe»  of'  cAeiency  by  Jfiuanby  «id 
peoiided.  with  offieen  oi  dl  nalioaa  ad'  an  mhamtt^wM^ 
toy;  tolUlomtof  pneiMe^by  peaee';  after  tii^eeiuAuimef 
tke»  FolisliriMi^  be-tfaanAra  looloed'  abewt  ftr  an  epjisEteaily* 
of  employing  it,  and.  nb  luiftfi'  pmuwlcd'  ISie  empieee  to* 
awnge  upon' tbe  Tiiite'tlio4ii£graee;anfifcved  hf  Ite  Buariaas 
Ottthi'PMdii  OBtamanr  war  wAmmllif  opposed*  to'tbe 
plan  eC  ik  l^Udi-  nw;  and  evea  Muntcb  wavnet  dinpeeed 
tO'eeauBanoe  ii^  aWiough  ba  waa  Aer  only  one  vbo  nae  afteay 
waali  aBEznmvte'ibB  eoulananoe?  bnt'Bben  and  aenw  Bua- 

*  It  is  computed  thnt,  from  the  first  taking  possession  of  these 
Persian  provinces^  ia  1724,  no  lesa  Uian  130,000  mea  had  f^iished 
there/ 
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gians  also  insisted  upon  the  plan.  The  Eussians  could  have 
no  difficulty  in  flu  ding  a  pretence  for  the  war,  because  the 
khan  of  the  Turkish  allies  and  dependents,  the  Tatars  on  the 
coasts  of  the  Black  iSea,  and  the  Sea  of  Asof,  and  in  the 
Crimea,  could  never  wholly  restrain  his  wandering  hordes 
from  committing  dej^redntions  and  making  incursions  into 
the  neip^hbouring  pasture-lands  of  liussia. 

The  Tatars  luid  already  suffered  a  defeat  from  the  Kussians 
on  their  attempt  to  cross  the  Kusyian  territon',  in  order  to 
niarcli  by  the  nearest  way  to  the  assistance  of  tiie  Tiirk^  in 
their  war  against  Per:?ia  ;  and  the  khan  himself  was  afterwards 
attacked  by  them  and  beaten  on  his  march  to  Baghestan. 

In  1735  a  Eussian  corps  marched  into  the  Crimea,  ravaged 
a  part  of  the  country,  and  killed  a  great  number  of  Tatars  ; 
but  having  ventured  too  far  without  a  sufficient  stock  of  pro- 
visions, they  were  obliged  to  retreat^aiid  sustained  so  great  a 
loss  in  men,  that  what  had  been  acoomplished  bore  no  pro- 
portion to  this  misfortune. 

The  almost  total  failure  of  this  fint  attempt^  which  had 
cost  the  Bussiaiis  ten  thousand  men,  by  no  means  deterred 
them  ftom  pursuing  their  designs  of  conquest.  Count 
Munich  marched  with  a  large  army  from  the  Ukraine  into 
the  Crimea  (1736).  The  Tatars,  less  fitted  for  fishtii^in 
the  open  field  than  for  predatory  ezcundonB  and  sadden 
attacks,  suffered  the  Bussian  troops  to  advance  unmolested, 
thinking  themselves  safe  behind  their  entrenchments,  de- 
nominated  the  lines  of  the  Crimea,  from  any  attack  of  the 
Bussiane.  But  entrenchments  of  that  kind  were  unable  to 
xesifit  the  impetuosity  of  the  Eussian  troops.  They  were 
surmounted;  the  Tatars  repulsed;  and  a  great  part  of  the 
Crimea  lay  at  the  mercy  of  tne  conquerorB.  In  the  m<mth  of 
June  they  entered  the  Crimean  fmrtrees  of  Perekop.  The 
Eussian  troops  now  retaliated  the  doTtstations  committed  by 
the  Tatars* in  the  empire;  but  they  found  it  impossible  to 
remain  long  in  a  oonntvy  where  those  that  fled  endeayomced 
to  spread  desohition  as  thejr  went^  for  the  sake  of  cheddng 
their  pursuers ;  and  where  it  as  usual  for  the  conqueror  him* 
self  to  make  the  whole  of  his  wai&re  to  oonmst  in  plunder 
and  devastation*  Accordingly,  whateyer  the  army  was  in 
want  of,  had  to  be  fetched  with  extreme  difficulty  from  the 
ITkraine ;  so  that  Munich  at'  length  found  himself,  towards 
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antonn,  under  the  necesaity  of  mthdiawing  with  his  troops 
bjthe  shortest  way  to  the  Ukraine.  Provisions  at  least  were 
to  be  had  there,  but  the  Bnssians  were  verj  fieqnentlr 


Munich  was  in  the  Crimea^  endeavouring  to  chastise  the 
Tatars  for  their  depredations,  Lasey  had  proceeded  with 
another  army  against  Asof.  'the  attock  proved  successful ; 
and  on  the  1st  of  fvAj  the  fort  of  Asof  had  abeady  sub- 
mitted to  his  arms. 

The  Turks  had  overlooked  all  the  petty  hostilities  and  de- 
vastations which  had  been  practised  against  the  Tatars ;  but 
when  Munich  with  the  main  army  began  to  advance  against 
Asof,  the  sultan  was  obliged  to  lend  assistance  to  his  feodary. 
The  Ottomans  published  a  manifesto  against  Bussia,  but  they 
were  neither  able  afterwards  to  protect  the  Crimea  nor  Mol- 
davia, for  they  were  soon  threatened  with  an  attack  from 
Austria  also. 

By  the  treaty  with  Bussia,  the  emperor  was  bound  to 
furnish  30,000  auxiliaries  in  case  of  a  war  with  the  Turks ; 
but  a  party  in  the  Austrian  cabinet  persuaded  the  emperor 
that  it  would  be  more  advantageous  to  make  war  himself. 

The  expedition  which  had  been  undertaken  by  Munich 
against  Asof  and  the  Crimea  in  the  year  1736  had  un- 
doubtedly cost  80,000  men,  and  the  only  advantage  gained 
by  it  was,  that  the  liiissian  army  and  even  the  Cossacks 
gained  self-confidence  by  ibo  ea8y-\^on  victory  over  an 
enemy  liitherto  an  object  of  espceuil  dread ;  but  the  glory 
which  Munich  and  his  army  would  have  gamed  from  this 
expedition  is  tarnished  by  the  cruelties  of  all  kinds  which 
they  practised,  and  by  the  barbarities  and  devastations  in 
which  they  induls:ed. 

In  the  year  1737  a  new  expedition  was  undertaken  from 
the  Ukrauie  at  an  immense  cost,  because  all  sorts  of  supplies 
were  provided  and  conveyed  along  with  the  army,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  dear  experience  which  they  had  purchased,  and 
from  having  learned  that  there  was  more  to  fear  in  tliese 
wastes  from  hunger  and  want  than  from  the  weapons  of  the 
enemy.  Some  idea  of  this  immense  expedition  may  be 
formed  from  the  fact,  that  more  than  90,000  waggons  were 
employed  to  transport  the  provisions  and  stores.  A  new 
treaty  had  been  concluded  with  Austria  beibre  this  caui* 


infested  by  the  Tataara 
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piiign,  in  whick  the  two  empires  a^eed  to  carry  on  tbe  war 
in  common,  according  to  a  aUpulated  plan.  In  order  to  crain 
a  |M:etence  for  tlie  war,  Austria  had  previously  acted  as  it'  she 
wished  to  force  her  inediation  upon  the  Turks. 

The  first  year'*  eampaigu  was  so  unfortunate,  that  the 
Austriaus  were  obliged  to  give  up  all  idea  of  prosecuting 
their  operations,  and  to  think  of  the  protection  and  defence 
of  their  own  frontiers;  for  the  Turks  were  making  vast  pise- 
parations  to  invade  their  territories  in  return.  Whilst  the 
Austrians  were  thus  losiui^  all  the  f^lovy  they  had  previously 
won  under  Eugene,  their  allies  the  llassians  were  everywhere 
victorious,  and  made  the  name  of  their  armies  a  terror  both 
in  the  east  and  the  west,  Lascy  undertoolv  a  new  raid  into 
the  Crimea.  Munich  first  threatened  Bender,  tlien  reduced 
Otcbakof  without  much  difficulty,  and  left  a  few  troops  behind 
him  when  he  withdrew,  whose  defence  of  tliis  fortress  put  to 
shame  the  great  armies  of  the  German  emperor.  The  maia 
body  of  the  Buseiaos  witlidrew  this  year  -alflo  into  the  inte- 
nor  of  .t^e  D^»me  according  to  their  custom,  and  kft  a 
snail  .BMHiim  force  in  ^  iorteOM  jcf  Otchakof,  who  were 
there  boiiegftfi  by  a  lacge  leombiiied  «niqr  d  Tuska  imod 
Tatars,  aupported  by  a  fli^  Xk»  Eumwimii  luit^mly  maaa- 
tained  the  foetMBs,  which  .was,  propa%  speaking,  untenable, 
but  tiai^  ionaed  the  Tiuka  .to  nsbae  mtktkkm  of  IQfiQO 


The  T?nsniwi  flMwpaign  in  1738  was  as  feaittowi,  and  cost 
^inteiu  many  iiMi^  .as  thejLu8kriaii,  but  it  ma  «t  leist  :the 
aaeanfl  of  bnnging  them  ^asa  anilituy  aenomiu  Mimicli 
TmMcbad  throu|^  the  provinces  on  ue  Xtaiiostr  smd  ihe 
Bog,  imted  thenL^as  he  had  done  in  the  preens  year,  and 
afterwards  returned  to  the  Ukraine.  In  4789  be  did  not 
ccmteiit  hnnself,  m  in  .puNwemi  years,  with  a  iBmliefm*tsm» 
wga,  thsough  >famw  mafcea  .wood  'Hdth  the  capture  of  a  &w 
.lOB&esses;  his  axmy  was  more  .numaBDaa  thni  nt  htA  mmr 
pre^OKi^y  been,  .and  /be  ^kat  .ioaiar  oiaiL  by  jiccidenta  jand 
.aidoiMia  Am  m  any  former  campaign.  The  iiBnariainH  at 
firat  advanced  towardi  "KaUiaihiia,  wait  laflmf ards  saddmiy 
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dilie  BoMnani  -mm  kwriwn  mid  Touted  w  first  iitiadc ; 
<fea?ty  ipioggi'  qf>cannon  «iid  the  :wbol0foaHpifell  into  lha  farads 
of  the  enemjc*  Immediictely  alkerwaada  ihe  'whole  garrison, 
^nuak  «dtii 'A  J^^f  &imxk  the  ibrtxess  of  Khmfcziiiiy  whioh 
had  never  it  was  taken  poiiessiQn 

aof  if  .ikmMmmm,  ^fao  were  aatatifihed  at  the  etee  of  the 
lanqoBst.  Iwm^yrtm  mba  tek«ii,{and  Mniiioh  evenwoaliad 
cto  attack  Bender,  when  the  ne^4lf  ;lhe  paaoe  of  Belgrade 
Janongliera  oonduddllyf  Keippe^^  made  Idminiiinflte^  be- 
aenaaa  M  :wiir  Aady  enough  thi^  ^^^ssia  alooBim  not  equal 
HoMoymtiia  war,  andtksfe  mifamgy  in'riMvfc,  would  jramm 
:iio  th^oa  aflaT'all  their  conquests  except  ^ery^ 

^By  the  peace  aifiBelgnde,  Austria  JK>t  only  suffered  sfaraie 
md  jdiagnae^  jbnt  ioit  aOl  the  posseiBioika  wiuoh  *liad  :befln 
*gahi0il  hj'Bnganein  tha  kwb  vnac^  htsr  ibe8li.tinfitM]r:fiNiBUBry 
andfair  mMftcanaidenble  &rttea»k  Xfak-oeacBy  wUaii ms 
umdadad  iby  WaUiB  and  Neipperg,  wlnlBt  JiiiiiiidL  sand  his 
Ttoawana^eBa  ecHiimitfcing  ail  Mite  of  outBage  aaid  |ikuder 
.in  JlfdUariay  jM'they  had  pranontly  daw  in  tiie  dinntea^  was 
HkB  vaaktfC  the  iEmuh  ambaMadiav  who  also  nijgotiatad  £3r 
Jbaasia,  bsind  ^  ItaiKoa  w&o  was  the  'pilempqtetttiary  of 
iSke  emfiesB  Jdme^ad  lawnadiatdy  :iabstt8>ed  Ae  ^rafimi- 
annaBi  and  las  apocikMBtaM  aanfixme^ 
natwi^ihitandiiiff  all3Ciiiiieh!a  SBDWEBtDaaaHu 

fij  wttboB  €t  this  taeate^  Jbiatria  mteed  to  Xmtagr 
Be^rade,  SlnBaWi  the  whde  of  Saras  that  ^cation  of 
9aada  arhioli  had  lioan  :acqniiBd  in  .Idie  last  wm^  md 
JLostriaai  TallaoUa*  Bossia  was  lalaa  ^obliged  to  :«faoaale 
iEhotaiai  and  QtdudioE;  the  foriafteatiaas  of  the  ktter  vme, 
Ifoweyer,  blown  nn,  as  w^  m  ihioea  of  Pjaarikap  ;  JUnaia 
retained  Asof,  'aadia  boimdairjr  liae  waa  detwininad,  wliiofa 
joSsred,  the  Jtossians  the  nMt  AnavaUe  oppoatamlies  for 
atftanding  their  vast  ^piie  dUxnthmBid,  ^  Ime  cost  of  the 
Oktars  «nd  Turks. 

One  of  the  .reasons  why  Eussia  was  so  ready  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  house  of  Austria  in  concluding  a  peace,  was 
undoubtedly  because  she  was  afraid  lest  Sweden,  cucourafijed 
by  the  Porte  and  France,  wliich  latter  power  was  now  oi' 
almost  sovereign  influence  in  the  councils  of  vStockliolm, 
miglit  have  recourse  to  arms,  jmd  endeavour  to  make  a  diver- 
&Lon  in  tlie  nortii  in  ikvuur  of  tlia  Parte,  wliiie  llubsia  was 
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engaged  m  the  south,  by  the  Ottoman  troops.    It  is  to  be 
observed,  that  Eussia  and  Sweden  had  in  1724  entered  into 
nn  alliance  for  the  term  of  twelve  years,  by  which  they 
iiiutuaily  guaranteed  the  safety  of  their  dominions  in  case  of 
attack.    At  the  expiration  of  these  twelve  years,  this  treaty 
was  again  renewed  (1736),  when  .Kussia  even  made  herself 
responsible  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  due  from  Sweden  to 
Holland  of  750,000  Dutch  guldens.    But  the  amity  of  the 
two  countries  continued  to  stand  on  a  very  tottering  basis. 
The  generality  of  the  Swedes  could  not  bring  themselves 
absolutely  to  forget  the  sacrifices  which  they  were  reduced 
to  make  to  Bussia  at  the  peace  of  Nystadt;  and  the 
fVezich  court,  which  was  fnendly  to  the  Ottomans,  and  con- 
sequently hostile  to  Bussia^  exerted  itself,  by  means  of  its 
amDassador,  to  fan  the  discontents  against  the  latter.  Under 
the  form  of  government  that  then  obtained  in  Sweden,  by 
which  the  national  council  in  fact  directed  ever}'t1nng,  while 
the  king  was  but  the  shadow  of  a  monarch,  the  Ereneh 
cabinet  found  no  difficulty  in  forming  to  itself  a  strong  party, 
by  presents  properly  bestowed.   Sweden  now  was  in  hopes 
that,  while  Russia  was  occupied  with  the  Turks,  she  might 
venture  some  enterprises  against  that  empire  with  linLe 
danger  of  miscarriage ;  and,  notwithstanding  that  many  true 
patnots  remonstrated  against  a  war  with  Bussia ;  notwith- 
standing that  the  peace  so  recently  concluded  between  Bussia 
and  the  Forte  rendered  it  now  more  hazardous  to  attempt 
anything  against  that  power,  the  warlike  party  at  length 
triumphed  in  the  diet ;  and  war  against  Bussia  became  not 
only  the  wish  of  that  body,  but  ultimately  of  the  whole 
Swedish  nation,  on  the  occunence  of  an  event  by  which  every 
Swede  thought  himself  insulted  by  the  Bossians. 
A  Swedish  major,  named  Sinclaar,  had  been  sent  by  his 

Sovemment  to  Constantinople  to  negotiate  concenung  the 
ebts  which  Charles  XII.  mid  contracted  there,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  bring  about  a  closer  connexion  between  Sweden 
and  the  Porte.  Sinclair,  a  determined  foe  to  the  Bussians, 
on  his  way  home  through  Poland  had  at  times  spoken  not 
very  advantageously  of  the  empress  Anne,  and  had  occa- 
sionally suffered  to  escape  him  some  intimations  about  an 
approaching  humiliation  of  the  Bussian  pride  by  the  combined 
power  of  the  Swedes  and  Turks.  Munich,  who  was  then 
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stationed  at  the  Polish  frontiers,  being  informed  of  this,  laid* 
a  plan  to  entrap  the  Swedish  officer  on  his  journey  back  from 
Oonstantmople.  In  order  to  this,  his  picture  was  engraTed, 
and  nameroos  impresifions  of  it  were  dis^rsed  among  the 
Busaian  officers  commanding  on  the  frontiers.  Sindair  set 
out  from  Constantinople  in  April,  1780,  travelled  through 
Poland  to  Br^dau,  thence  continued  his  journey ;  but,  not 
far  from  Naumberg,  in  Silesia,  he  was  attacked  by  sereral 
persons^  among  mom  were  some  Bussian  officers,  and 
cruelly  murdered.  His  fellow-traTelier,  Couturier,  was  then 
conveyed  to  the  Russian  fort  of  Sonnenstein,  but  afterwards 
was  set  at  libeirfy,  with  a  present  of  600  dacats  from  the 
Bussian  ambassador,  and  arrived  in  September  at  Stockholm, 
whm  in  the  mean  time  Sinclair's  despatches  had  been  re- 
ceived  by  the  post.  This  murder  was  generally  reputed  to 
have  been  perpetrated  by  an  ordev  from  the  BiisB]a&  court. 
The  emperor  of  Germany  complained  loudiy  of  the  act  as  a 
violation  of  his  territory ;  but  Anne  caused  a  declaration  to 
be  drawn  up,  asserting  her  entire  ignorance  of  the  whole 
affair ;  and  Mannstein,  who  waa  adjutant-general  to  marshal 
Munich,  affirms  likewise  in  his  memoirs  that  Anne  actually 
knew  nothing  of  it ;  adding,  that  this  murder  was  solely  the 
contrivance  of  her  favourite  Biren,  count  Ostermann,  and 
marshal  Munich,  in  order  to  come  at  the  contents  ui  the 
papers  which  Sinclair  had  about  hiin. 

The  horrid  deed  excited  intense  indignation  iu  Sweden ; 
the  French  party  toolv  advauta^^e  of  it  to  miiame  the  resent- 
ment of  the  uatiou  agaiuat  the  liuidians ;  the  populace  of 
Stockliolm  broke  the  windows  of  the  Kussian  ambassador's 
house;  and  the  party  in  favour  of  war  now  found  it  more 
easy  to  attain  the  accompliohment  of  their  wishes — a  declara- 
tion of  war  against  Russia.  That  jn^overnment,  quickly  aware 
of  the  designs  of  Sweden,  had,  liowever,  in  the  mean  time, 
got  its  hands  at  liberty  by  the  peace  concluded  with  the 
Turks,  but  wished,  nevertheless,  to  avoid  engaging  in  a  new 
war,  as  the  wounds  inflicted  by  that  lat<?ly  terminated  were 
still  sensibly  felt.  Accordmgly,  it  entered  into  a  negotia* 
tion  with  Sweden,  in  which,  however,  the  year  1740  was 
entirely  taken  up.  Preparations  were  made,  notwithstand- 
ing, on  the  part  of  Russia,  by  securino:  the  frontiers  of  Fin- 
land, filling  the  magazines,  providing  Cronstadt  with  a  com- 
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petent  garrison,  repairing  the  fbrtifiioaiiions,  and  getting 
eyerjthing  in  readiness  for  the  oosnnioiiceinent  of  hostilities^ 
Ere  the  storm  could  borate  tiie  emprm  AniM  diad  9L&t^ 
Petersburg  (1740),  afber  a  ragn.  <^  ten  yean. 

During  her  long  lendence  in  Couriflnd,  Aame  had  acqnked 
tastes  somewhat  more  refined  than  might  oiliflEwise  have 
belonged  to  the  niece  of  Peter  I.  It  waft  her  ambition  to 
make  her  court  the  most  brilliant  in  Eusope but  ^e  only 
aaoceeded  m  gaiihering  about  her  an  iaeoingimufrdii^ivir  of 
profusion  wx&Dui;  elegance,  tawdry  finery,  pomp  and  squalov. 
Gross  glattony  and  dnmkenness  alone,  mm  among  all  the 
barbazouBTieeBof  aariier  times,  in  some  measure  diaappeaced 
from  her  court ;  but  dissipation  of  every  kind,  ruinous  gam- 
biin^  and  extravagance  without  measure  were  all  the  fashion ; 
yet  m  t^e  midst  of  all  ibis,  neither  the  politaeal  nor  the  mili- 
tary aflSura  of  the  stete  mfSned.  Ostermam  and  Munich 
were  sapetior  to  all  the  miniatera  in  Bnxope  in  knowledge, 
and  whatever  tiie^  willed  waa  law.  All  the  inatifziitiona  for 
the  piomotum  of  indii8<zy  and  civiliBation  ware  progreaairely 
improved;  morality^  indeed,  remained  aa  it.  had  ever,  heam, 
esoept  that  its  aepnlehres  were*  painted  and  gilt..  Tnoea  of 
tiie  mdeat  barbsmn  eoatinuaUy.  appeared  along  with  the 
Aeateab  li^lendour  and  immeaamnble  extwyt^ganc^  and  at 
mo  same  time  there  waa  ofken  a  want  of  the  rimpleet 
artificud neoesaaiies.  Poverty,  andi^aaiB to  be fimnd xntiie 
licheat  conntrieit  where  manufiustooiea  aiNinnd^  and  which 
awakens  the  deepeet  eompaaaion*]n  the  heart  of  erery  fnend 
of  humanity,  ia  almoat  unlmown  ia  Bnana,  beeauae,  by  a 
apedea  of  oonuntmiam  peculiar  to  that  eovaiaBj^.cfeKy  mam* 
bor  of  ihe  rural  population  has  the  means  of  subsistence 
secured  to  him  by  an  allotment  of  land»  In  the  timefr  of 
which  we  are  now  speaking,  poverty  and  wealth  were  closer 
companions  than  thev  are  now.  The  very  first  of  the  Euss  i  n  n 
magnates,  without  grievous  suffering,  passed  from  a  state  oV 
the  most  luxurious  and  riotous  living  to  tlu^  endurance  of 
hardships  and  tlie  sin^erest  privations,  and  lie  easily  learned 
to  disregard  the  iDclemency  of  the  wcatlier  and  the-  greatest 
penury.  It  was  tliis  circumstance  which  made  these  fre- 
quent alterations  of  destiny,  which  were  the  results  of 
political  cabals  and  changes  of  government,  less  sensibly  felt 
than  they  would  otherwise  have  boeuj  and  which  appeanadto 
make  the  most  cruel  puniahmflfpta  a  necessity.       .  . 
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•  JMer  L  had  nev«r  had  fewer  than  twelve  buffoons^  and 
ibr  any  pmato  honsehold  to  be  without  one  buffoon  at  least, 
would  hare  argued  veiy  stiaitaied  circumHtances.  Anne  had 
thm  o£  wkom^irora  men  <^  ihe  highest  birth.  One  of 
them,  1^0  vrsB  a»pniice,  had  the  care  of  her  leveret.  Thej 
were  besten  with  rod»  if  IdicjF  did  not  rabmit  with  a  good 
gniee  to  peslianii'Biieh  fooleries  as  were  required  of  thom  bj 
ftosovei^gn  or  tho  oourtiers.  Friaee  m^m  was  among 
the  nobles  whoi  wwo  punished  in  this  way,  hie  offence  Hmog 
that  he  had  chan^sd  his-  roligion.  Thongn  abor e  ferfy^  ywo 
of  age,  and  eyen  having  a  sou  in  the  army  in  the  rank  of 
lieutenant,  lie  was  made  at  once  page  and  buffoon  of  the  court. 
His  wife  being  dead,  the  empresiFSittzried  him  to  a  girl  of  the 
lowest  birth,  and  defrayed  the  cost  of  the  wedding.  This 
happened  in  the  winter  of  1740,  which  was  mmsnally  severe. 
A  house  was  built  wholly  of  fee,  with  furniture  entirely  of  the 
SBme  maAariai,  Sffen  to  the  nuptial  bedstead.  Pour  cannons 
and  two  mcfftamof  ice  weee^also  piaced  in  front  of  the  house^ 
90.6.  were  &ed  aeveiad  times  ndlhoat  bursting;  The  govanKm 
of  aE  tke  pnvinoefr  in.  the  empire  had  ocdenr  te  send  some 
uerscnisr  of  both  aexes^  ekoees  from  all  the  nationv  snblect  to 
Siissia;:  and  tfcesv  weie  dresnd  in  the^  eostumee  ei  their 
xespeettvet^ountnifle^  The  prooessiaB^eQnsiBting  oCnumtiuni 
three  hundred  peisons,  passed  before  thy  iaHygd^  palace^  and 
tliTOUgh.  tin  principal  stasets  of  iHam  city.  !uie  new  manied 
eouple  weve  pbned  is  &  great  cage  oa»  t}»  fiaek  of  an  stepbant. 
Some  of  ibe  inasst»  wene^  monnfcsd  ool  f.  otbsKs  were 
dvawn  in*  de^ieB  by  alL  kinde**  ef  beaslB^  amdi  as*  leindeepi 
dogs,  oxen,  gowtiSy  hogi^  Jur  Ths  dtmifiB  waa  laid  out  in 
Bwen- »  mding^hoiiaey.  whtdn  had  bessL  doBonafcedf  be  the-eocap 
aion.  Badstwaa  toaafced  aBcaiiMa^  totthe^mamMg  eff  Q9olmj 
mhiftownnatimti^..  A  ball  followed^  eadb,mtBan  kwi^ 
OTO  muflfeaad  its; own.  Janaihy  IKhen.  tibr  ball  waa. 
the  Imde  and  ItoidegixKiauwen  eandiiatedi  to  aidisinBlb^eoU 
l)ed,.and  gnajBdfeB  wecw  pastiA  s^tfa  doopilMriiliiflj'm^^t  ndt 

TboosjiLBnaBa^  wfaicli  mmbons.  among  ii»  aribjacts  Mo^ 
hemmedanah Jewi^  Bnddhisfe^and  otinr  pa^ns,  iaeoBifatM 
te  exflBRaBfta(«enddarable*asieBnt  el  talmtkin,  yet  noimesi^ 
kae  eiip»hm.9lkmm  to  apoafestaK  from  tkernatsmal  dmdiu 
Jn-AmieikMagt  anather  frightM  exom^  wns^  giviK  el  the 
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truth  of  Bousseau's  remark,  that  in  Bussia  theie  is  a  domi* 
nant  zeligion  to  whieh  the  soreieign  and  the  han^nan  always 
belong.  Voznitam,  a  nobleman  allied  by  marriage  to  the 
Stresbnef  family,  whicb  bad  given  a  consort  to  the  first  czar 
of  the  hoiue  of  itomanof,  bad  embraced  Judaism.  Eefusing 
the  offer  of  pardon  made  bim  on  condition  that  he  woula 
recant  bis  error^  he  was  taken  to  tbe  place  of  execution  with 
1^  gttS  bis  mouthy  lest  be  should  preach  Judaism  to  the 
people  at  the  very  moment  of  his  mar^qrdom,  and  was  burned 
aUye  along  with  tiie  Jew  who  had  convei^d  him. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

ITAlr  TI. — THE  BEGENT  A^NE — ^ELTZAVETA.  PETEOVIT^— 
WAB  WITS  flW£]>£K — T&£A.IY  OF  ABO. 

Thb  empress  Anne  wished  to  ensure  to  her  beloved  Biren 
the  continuance  of  his  oppressiye  iofluence ;  she  therefoie 
appointed  aa  her  successor,  not  Elisabeth,  the  daughter  of 
Peto^  the  Great,  or  her  own  niece  Anne,  but  the  son  of  the 
latter,  Ivan,  who  was  yet  in  his  cradle.  It  soon  appeared, 
howeyer,  tbat  Biren,  who  had  given  her  this  adyice,  had 
miscalcidated.  Anne's  sister  had  been  married  to  the  mad 
duke  <^MeckIraburg,  and  lived  at  a  later  period  with  her 
daughter  in  St.  Petersburg.  The  empress  married  this 
daughter  (July,  1739)  to  ^thony  TJlricb,  duke  of  Bruns* 
wicK-LunebnTg-Bevem,  and  adopted  the  son  of  this  princess 
as  soon  as  he  was  bom,  to  whom  she  gave  her  father's  name 
Ivan,  and  appointed  him  as  her  successor. 

Prince  Ivan  of  Russia  was  bom  in  August,  1740,  and 
adopted  by  tbe  empress  Anne  on  tbe  18tb  of  October  of  tbe 
same  year^  ten  days  after  which  she  expired.  Biren,  instead 
of  going  to  Coiirland,  and  avoiding  tbe  bitter  enmity  of  tlio 
Russians,  which  he  had  drawn  upon  himself,  had  obtained 
from  the  dying  queen  the  administration  of  the  government 
during  the  minority  of  the  young  emperoi',  although  she 
herself  perceived  that  tliis  regency,  without  the  consent  and 
co-operation  of  the  father  and  mother,  would  prove  but  a 
hurtful  gift.  During  the  last  reign,  the  regent  was  said 
to  have  sent  above  forty  thousand  persons  into  Siberia:  he 
had  inflicted  the  most  dreadful  persecutions  upon  the  family 
of  Dolgoruki  and  every  one  connected  with  it.  Shortly 
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before  the  empress's  death,  he  had  beheaded  the  minister 
Yalinski,  and  treated  his  friends  in  the  severest  manner, 
and  immediately  after  he  had  undertaken  the  duties  of  the 
regency,  even  insulted  the  general  to  avIioui  the  command  of 
the  army  was  entrusted;  he  could  not  therefore  possibly 
maintain  his  position.  Munich  had  hoped,  in  Biren's 
name,  to  have  the  complete  control  of  affairs;  but  he  no 
sooner  found  himself  deceived,  than  lie  came  to  an  under- 
standing with  the  duke  of  Brunswick  and  his  wife,  caused 
Biren  to  be  arrested  in  her  name,  and  transferred  the  regency 
to  the  duchess. 

The  fullilment  of  this  commission  had  little  difficulty  for 
Municl),  because  lie  was  sure  of  the  generals,  subalterns, 
and  soldiers;  and  Mannstein  makes  the  very  just  remark  in 
reference  to  the  arrest  of  the  regent,  that  the  secret  means 
by  which  it  was  ettected  during  the  m^ht  were  altogctlier 
unnecessary,  for  he  might  just  as  safei\  have  been  publicly 
arrested  in  open  day.  This  event  took  place  on  the  28t]i  of 
November,  precisely  a  month  after  the  deatli  of  the  empress.* 

*  Ernest  John  Biren,  so  famous  for  his  crrc.it  advancements,  and  his 
not  lii.^s  (  xtraordinary  reverses  of  forluae,  waa  born  in  1687,  in  Conr- 
land,  oi  a  iamily  of  mean  extraction.  His  grandfather  had  been  head 
groom  to  James  lU.,  dnke  of  Gouxiandy  and  obtained  firom  his  master 
the  present  of  a  small  estate  in  land.  He  himself,  after  his  rise,  af- 
fected to  call  liimself  l'.iron,  and  assumed  the  arms  of  that  noble  French 
family,  of  which  he  pretended  to  be  a  scion.  In  1714  he  made  his 
appearance  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  solicited  the  place  of  page  to  the 
princess  Charlotte,  wife  of  the  czarevitch  Alexis;  but  being  contemptu- 
onsly  rejected  as  a  penon  of  mean  extraction,  he  letirea  to  Ifittao^ 
irhere  he  chanced  to  ingratiate  himself  with  count  Bestiqet^  master 
of  tlio  household  to  Anne,  widow  of  Frederick  William,  duke  of  Cour- 
land,  who  resided  at  Mittau.  Being  of  a  handsome  fii^ure  and  j)olite 
address,  he  soon  gained  the  good-wiU  of  the  duchess,  and  became  her 
secretary  and  chief  favourite,  and  snbscqnentl^  dulce  of  Ckmrland, 
and  first  minister,  or  rather  de^t  of  Russia.  All  now  felt  the 
dreadful  effects  of  his  extreme  arrogance,  his  base  intrigues,  and  his 
horrid  barbarity.  The  cruelties  he  exercised  on  the  most  illustrious 
persons  of  the  country  almost  exceed  belief:  and  Mannstein  conjectures, 
that  during  the  ten  ^ears  in  wliicii  Biren's  power  continued,  above 
20,000  persons  were  sent  to  Siberia,  of  whom  5000  were  never  heard  of 
more.  It  is  affirmed  that  the  empress  often  fell  on  her  knees  hefine 
him,  in  hopes  of  moving  him  to  clemency,  but  neither  her  prayers  nor 
her  tears  were  able  to  affect  him.  At  the  revolution  that  ensued  upon 
the  death  of  the  empress  Anne,  he  ^vas  exiled  to  the  frozen  shores  of 
the  Uby.  Afterwards  he  was  allowed  to  reside  at  Yaroslaf.  Peter  LLL 
restored  him  only  to  liberty;  but  Catliarine  XL  sare  Iiim  baclE  the 
dndij  of  Conrland. 
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The  duchess  hmme  regent,  and  .appomtad  Munich  prima 
miniater,  but  soon  'withdiaw  h«r  oonfideooe  bom  thk  very 
able  but  aeii- w  illed  man,  because  he  oeuld  ibeathar  agree 
with  lier  nor  her  husband,  nor  with  Ostermann.  Anne  had 
made  ber  ignoxiftiit  and  insignificant  huaband  generaUsBimOL 
Ofltonnann  was  offended  with  bis  coUsBgue  for  destring  te 
iMmduct  tbon  affiuni  wbiob  belau^ped  to  bu  own  special 
deportment,  and  tbe  regoiit  bad  not  nnderBtanding  enou^ 
to  perceOTO  that  Munich,  notwithstanding  his  unbounded 
amhatiop,  was  absohitel^  indispensable  to  her4  besides,  he 
seemed  to  follow  a  political  system  which  was  in  direct  oon- 
tnididiiQn  to  the  opinions  entertained  both  by  herself  and 
her  husband,  whioh  were  wholly  fiiYoiinible  to  Austria* 

Since  the  peace  of  Belgrade,  Munich  bad  become  alto- 
gether averse  to  Austria,  and  had  entered  into  M&adly 
jwlarimia  with  ^Frederick.  Immediately  after  his  accession 
to  tbe  crown,  the  king  of  ifouaeiia  sent  a  reLative  and 
acquaintance  of  Munich  as  his  ambassador  to  St.  Petes^- 
bmilg,  who  pvesented  Munich  with  estates^  and  induced  him 
to  make  an  agreement  with  Erederick,  who  had  advanced 
into  Silema,  by  which  the  queen  of  Hungary  lost  all  hq^ 
of  IBossian  assistance.  The  marquie  iBotta,  the  Austrian 
ambassador,  who  had  hrought  -abottt  the  mamage  between 
the  duke  and  the  regent,  immediately  returned  to  St.  Pe- 
tersburg (at  the  end  of  1740),  and  formed  a  union  with  the 
Boson  ambassador  and  with  Ostermann  against  Munich. 
The  Saxon  ambassador,  the  liaudsome  count  Lynarjhad  been 
dismissed  by  the  empress  Aime  because  lie  lived  on  terms  of 
too  great  intimacy,  with  her  niecu,  bat  Erlihl  had  sent  hiiu 
back  to  St.  Petersburg  at  the  close  of  tlie  year  (1740). 
Count  Lynar  renewed  his  iiitiiiiacy  with  the  regent,  and 
induced  her  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  Saxony  and 
Austria,  and  to  give  force  to  her  expressed  opinions  in 
favour  of  the  queen  of  Hungary  by  raising  an  army.  Tins 
was  actually  done  by  Ostermann  witliout  Munich  s  know- 
ledge, scarcely  three  weeks  after  the  treaty  which  had  been 
concluded  with  Prussia  upon  his  recommendation.  Munich 
was  so  extremely  indignant  at  this,  that  he  refused  to  supply 
the  army  with  the  necessary  marching  equipments ;  but  he 
boon  saw  tliat  a  coinbination  had  been  formed  against  him  in 
other  affairs  of  importance  also,  and  laid  down  his  ofice  on 
the  13th  of  March,  1741. 
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Lynar  (who  for  appearance  sake  was  to  be  married  to 
Mengden,  one  of  the  ladies  of  the  regent's  court)  and  the 
marquis  Botta  strove  to  outwit  each  other;  and  the  latter, 
in  conjunction  with  Ostermann  and  Antony  Ulrich  of 
Brunswick,  tried  to  efEeot  the  march  of  the  Buasiaa  troops 
which  Munich  had  prevented.  This  gave  occasioa  to  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Erench  ambassador,  by  means 
of  moneT»  to  xatse  Elisabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  the  Gxeat^ 
to  the  timme.  The  marquis  la  Chetordie,  who  waa  now 
for  the  second  time  Prench  smbasaador  in  St.  Petersburg, 
in  order  to  bring  about  this  new  BuBsmn  revolution,  lajvished 
the  money  of  his  nation  in  the  payment  of  enormous  sums, 
and  with  as  little  responsibility.as  was  done  at  the  same  time 
in  Sweden  and  Bavaria. 

In  Stockholm  the  king's  party  was  outvoted  by  Preneh 
influence,  and  war  was  declared  against  Bussla  (August, 
1741),  with  a  view  of  preventing  that  power  from  sending  or 
being  able  to  send  any  aid  to  the  queen  of  Hungary.  The 
king,  however,  and  many  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of 
the  kingdom,  still  continued  frisndly  to  Btussia,  and  the 
insignifiosnt  army  which  had  been  sent  into  Finland  was' 
neither  provided  with  sufficient  stores,  nor  was  it  com- 
manded by  a  general  who  was  skilM  'enough  to  compete 
with  such  men  as  Lasoy  and  KeiHi,  to  whom  it  was  oppwd, 
and  who  had  gained  their  esperienoe  on  .the  .battle-field  and 
in  aimmber  m  vietrndouB  campaigns.  The  militBry  chest  of 
the  Swedish  armyin  Pinhmd  was  so  empty,  thatthe  Sussian 
generals  no -sooner  advamied,  than  the  sddieiB  deserted  in 
crowds  because  they  received  no  pay. 

The  first  results  of  ^the  war  were  sudi  as  >conmonded 
with  the  measures  which  had  been  adopted  and  the  leadeiB 
who  have  been  named,  Lssoy  attached  the  Swedish  army, 
which  was  encamped  under  Wxangel  near  Yilmntstiand,  and 
completely  routed  it  i(8rd  Sept^  1741).  In  jconaequence  ot 
aim  defeat,  Buddenbrock,  and  not  Wra&gel,  was  condenmed 
to  death,  on  the  prefcence  that  he  had  not  advanced  with  his 
division  to  the  assistance  of  Wrangd  at  the  proper  time,  but 
in  realitv  because  ihejr  were  enraged  that  the  war  wfadch  Bud- 
denbrock  had  advised  had  taken  such  an  imfortunate  turn, 
Vilmanstrand  was  taken  by  the  Eussians  without  any  con- 
siderable resistance.   The  war  would  have  been  brought  to 
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a  conclusion  at  that  time,  if  the  Bussians  had  been  able  and 
willing  to  follow  up  their  advantages  in  the  winter  season; 
but  they  withdrew,  and  the  Swedes  were  thereby  furnished 
with  an  opportunity  to  get  a  new  army  on  foot,  and  under- 
take a  second  campaign,  which  proved  still  more  unfortunate 
than  the  first.  In  the  mean  time  the  new  xeToIution  had 
been  effected  in  Buaaia. 

French  money,  and  the  complete  unacquaintanoe  of  the 
regent  with  the  nature  of  the  Eussian  mode  of  govemment, 
brought  the  daughter  of  Peter  I.  to  the  throne,  who  np  to 
this  time  had  lived  in  the  habitual  indulgence  of  the  groeseat^ 
most  oSamrej  and  detestable  sensuality.  Anne  preserved  at 
least  some  respect  for  outward  appearances  and  public  de- 
cency, but  Elizabeth  outraged  all  propriety,  opemy  carried 
on  an  improper  intercourse  with  the  under  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  the  guards,  who,  since  the  building  of  the  barracks, 
were  lodged  close  by  the  princess's  dwelling,  and  passed 
their  nights  together  without  the  oversight  of  their  superior 
officers.  The  inture  empress  had  entirely  won  the  &Your  of 
the  regiments,  for  she  was  good-humoured,  as  such  people 
usually  are,  and  by  no  means  disinclined,  Uke  the  guards 
themselvesy  to  the  drink  of  the  Bussians  of  former  times. 
As  lon^  as  the  indolent  princess  was  not  disturbed  in  her 
inclinations,  she  never  thought  of  seizing  upon  the  manage- 
ment of  affiilrs^  which  became^  afterwards  wholly  intolerable 
to  her ;  but  she  was  cramped  in  her  plans,  beset  witii  spies, 
often  blamed  for  her  conduct,  and  finally  even  threatened 
vrith  what  is  most  intolerable  to  a  woman,— a  husband 
whom  she  hated.  Elizabeth  was  to  marry  the  deformed 
and  intolerable  brother  of  the  regeut's  husband,  Antonj^ 
Ulrich  of  Brunswiek*Bevern,  for  whom  a  vain  attonpt  was 
made  to  procure  Biien's  duchy  of  Courland;  she  touted 
the  management  of  the  conspiracy,  to  whidi  she  now  becsme 
a  party,  to  surgeon  Lestocq,  one  of  her  most  intimate 
friends.  The  marquis  la  Chetardie,  however,  still  continued 
to  be  the  soul  of  the  whole  affair,  and  also  furnished  the 
money.  Lestocq  himself,  the  son  of  a  member  of  the 
French  reformed  church  who  had  settled  in  Hanover,  was  a 
man  wholly  destitute  of  political  qualities,  without  discretion, 
and  without  connexions. 

Had  the  regent  not  despised  the  advice  of  the  Englisk  and 
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Austrian  ambassadors!,  Finch  and  Bottn.and  even  of  licr  own 
veiy  acute  and  able  minister  Ostermann,  she  might  still  have 
maintained  her  position  on  the  4th  of  December,  hy  arresting 
the  princess  Elizabeth  and  her  sergeant  Grinist(  in,  as  well  as 
Basuinofsky  and  Yorontzof ;  but  she  was  anticipated  by  nn 
adventurous  stroke  on  the  5th.  Guards,  soldiers,  the  whole 
miserable  crowd  of  low  men  ot  all  countries  and  neighbour- 
hoods, who  raised  altars  only  lor  their  own  advant^e,  were 
wholly  indifferent  whether  they  obeyed  the  daughter  of  their 
great  emperor,  or  the  heiress  of  his  niece ;  they  were  quite 
as  ready  for  pay  to  carry  Elizabeth  as  Anne  into  Siberia  or 
to  prison ;  the  only  question  was,  who  first  bespoke  their 
services.  On  this  occasion  Elizabeth  was  the  first  applicant ; 
perhaps  only  because  Lestocq  compelled  her  from  terror 
to  make  nn  effort  which  was  quite  foreign  to  her  nature. 

Accompanied  by  some  hundreds  of  the  c^uards  with  whom 
she  had  oeen  previously  acquainted,  and  who  now  seized 
upon  the  officer  of  the  watch,  Elizabeth  went  from  tiie  bar- 
racksf,  in  the  neighbonrbood  of  which  she  dwelt,  and  required 
the  officers  aud  soldiers  of  the  regent*8  guard  to  obey  her 
(5tli  Dec,  1741)  as  the  daughter  of  their  great  emperor. 
Otber  s()l(li(n*s  who  had  joined  her  on  the  way  bad  been  or- 
dered in  tlie  mean  time  to  arrest  Munich,  Ostennann,  and 
Golofkin;  wln'lst  tlie  regent,  the  duke  generalissimo,  the 
young  emperor  and  liis  sister,  and  all  the  persons  of  the 
former  cabinet,  were  made  prisoners  by  her  own  guard. 
This  revolution,  which  had  been  effected  during  the  night, 
was  terminated  by  eight  o'clock  next  morning ;  in  the  after- 
noon the  whole  of  the  troops  did  homage  to  Elizabeth,  and 
she  was  proclaimed  empress.*  Count  Lynar  escaped  the 
fate  which  would  have  befallen  him,  in  consequence  of  his 
being  at  the  moment  absent  in  Saxonj,  whither  he  had  gone 
to  make  arrangements  for  his  marriage  with  Mengden,  which 
would  have  made  him  an  inmate  of  the  palace  with  the 
regent.  The  latter  and  her  husband  were  sent  from  one 
place  of  severe  exile  to  another,  and  kept  in  dose  confine- 
ment, and  the  unfortunate  Ivan  was  brought  up  as  an  idiot 
in  a  miserable  imprisonment.  When  twenty  years  old  he 

♦  Vuruiitzot,  groom  of  the  chambers,  Schwaxz,  who  had  been  a 
masieiiui,  and  Qrdnsteiii,  a  sergeant,  were  cMeflj  instnmMntsl,  under 
Lestocq,  in  bringing  Elkabeth  to  the  throne. 
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was  fiir  a  biief  snace  tMHted  ^wiih  w>!iie  kmdiiBfiB  by  Peter 
TTT.,  but  vfhBD.  tiiat  prinee  was  depdved  of  bk  tbwne  and 
bis  life,  lYan  vnm  again  cruelly  inoaraoEated  in  SebkiaBal- 
burg,  and  at  a  later  period,  in  puiauaaoe  of  a  <eoiidifeioiial 

order  of  the  empress  Catharine  H.,  who  regarded  thimaS'a 
pretender,  he  was  killed  hj  the  lieutenant  of  his  guard. 

The  commencement  of  the  new  government  appeared  to 
establish  a  species  of  mob  law.    The  ablest  people,  such  as 

Ostermann  and  Munich,*  wci^  sent  to  Siberia,  and  all  those 
who  surrounded  the  new  empress,  if  we  except  Vorontzof, 
resembled  a  common  rabble  of  the  moat  di.sr^oiute  men,  w  ho 
aimed  at  takinfr  possession  of  the  highest  places  ;  but  tbeir 
complete  inc:i]Kieity  and  ignorance  kept  ilieia,  liappily,  far 
removed  from  any  interference  with  business.  The  ignorant 
and  iieuiiual  friends  of  Elizabeth  had  neither  iiicliiialu)n  nor 
ambition  to  take  the  charge  and  guidance  of  public  att'airs ; 
they  were  satisfied  witli  money,  titles,  orders,  estates,  and  the 
free  indulgence  of  their  vices  and  passions  ;  and  the  direc- 
tion of  afOoors  again  fell  into  the  hands  of  able  mei^  among 

*  Miiuich  was  brouglit  before  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
state  prkouers.  BeiDg  irritated  with  repeated  questions,  and  per- 
ceiving that  his  judges  were  determined  to  find  him  guilty,  he  said  to 
them>  **  Dictate  the  answers  which  you  wish  me  to  make,  and  I  wiU 
sign  them.'*  The  judges  immediately  wrote  down  a  confession  of 
several  r]mrgt?s,  M-hirh  being  subscribpcl  by  T^ftiTnch,  hts  mock  trial 
was  concluded.  Being  thus,  without  liirtlier  ceremony,  convicted  of 
high  treason,  he  was  condeuined  to  be  q[uartered;  but  his  sentence  was 
changed  by  Elizabeth  to  perpetual  imprisonment.  For  the  space  of 
twenty  years  he  was  coniBDed  at  PeUm,  in  Siberia,  in  an  ostrog,  or 
prbon,  of  which,  according  to  Mannstein,  he  had  himself  drawn  the 
plan,  and  orderetl  it  to  be  constructed  for  the  reception  of  Biren.  It  was 
an  area  enclosed  with  high  palisades,  about  170  feet  square;  within 
which  was  a  woodun  house,  iidiabited  by  himself,  his  wife,  and  a  few 
servants;  and  a  small  garden,  which  he  cuItlTated  with  his  own  hands. 
He  leoeived  a  daily  allowance  of  twehre  copeks  (ahout  sixpence)  for 
the  maintenance  of  himself,  his  wife,  and  domestics;  which  little  pit- 
tance he  increased  by  keeping  cows,  and  selling  part  of  their  milk,  and 
by  occasionallv  instructing  youth  in  geometry  and  engineering.  Mu- 
nich's exile  followed  so  closely  upon  that  of  Biren,  whom  he  had  iiim- 
•elf  sent  into  banishment,  that  he  orertook  him  at  tiie  passage  of  the 
To]ga,'where  Biren  had  been  detained  for  some  days  by  a  flood.  ]\f  unich 
was  recalled  by  Peter  TIL,  en  joyed  the  favour  and  protection  of  Gatha* 
line  n.,  and  died  in  1767^  in  hii  eigh^-flfth  year. 
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whom  Besb^^  deserves  io  be  partieiikviy  mentioned, 
bcvrever  hatefal  ins  character  was,  and  hovMfveir  mndi  Idie 
&voiff  ishown  him  hy  Austria  and  England  ipade  lihu  an 
object  of  suspicion.  Easumofsky  caused  no  uneasiness  and 
cave  no  offence.  The  empress  kept  him  apart  from  business 
&om  her  atlacliment  to  his  person,  and  afterwards,  by  a  private 
eolemnisation  of  marriage,  made  him  her  husband.  Voron- 
tzof,  Avho  was  a  man  of  estimable  character,  made  himself 
xiL'quuirit(  d  w  ith  business,  became  vice-chancellor,  and  finally 
high-chancellor,  and  maintained  his  position  even  after  the 
death  of  the  empress.  The  others,  alter  liavniir  been  unrea- 
sonably favoured,  were  deprived  of  their  situations,  emolu' 
inents,  and  honours.  All  those  grenadiers  who  had  been 
fav  oiirites  with  the  empress  received  the  rank  of  officers,  and 
formed  the  body-guard  ;  of  which  the  empress  herself  was 
captain ;  but  by  their  insolence  and  brutality  they  at  last 
became  intolerable  even  to  the  Russians.  Griin stein  was 
first  created  adjutant  and  then  ma;ior-general ;  Scliwarz  ob- 
tained estates ;  Lcstocq  was  appointed  physician  to  the 
empress  and  director  of  all  the  medical  institutions,  and 
received  orders  and  estates;  but  unliappily  for  himself,  not- 
withstanding hiA  frivolous  talkative  nature,  he  sometimes 
interme( idled  with  state  affairs.  All  those  people  who  were 
instrumtnital  in  raising  Elizabeth  to  the  throTio  ruined  them- 
fielveBf,  and  even  I'xance  and  B.wedenaitogetiier  Mled  in  the 

•  In  that  bufera  infcrnale,  says  Hertzen,  which  carried  pnblic  per- 
sonages away  with  such  rapidity  that  people  hnd  not  even  time  to 
become  familiar  with  their  featnrcs,  what  a  climax  of  irony  to  see  ouly 
one  individual  maintain  his  jwsition,  that  person  being  Bestujef,  the 
head  of  the  secret  chancery  I  That  honourable  dignitary  kept  his 
place  in  Bplte  of  all  xeTolutioiis,  «nd  thus  had  opportunity  to  question, 
tortoxe,  Bncl  eoMmte  all  liis  ftiends,  all  his  benetetoii,  and  all  his 
enemies. 

t  Griinstein  was  ultimately  banished;  Schwarz,  who  had  been  made 
a  colonel,  was  sent  to  his  estates;  LestocQ.  was  arrested  in  1748,  and 
afterwuda  baidahed;  and  what  Mannstein  lelates  of  the  grenadiera  of 
the  body-guard  who  had  leoeived  the  rank  of  offlcen  and  been  elevated 
to  nobility,  is  very  characteristic  of  a  kingdom  ruled  wholly  by  force 
and  tot^y  destitute  of  moral  principles.  They  frequented  the  com- 
mon public-houses,  were  often  found  drunk  in  the  streets,  went  into 
the  houses  of  the  most  distinguished  persons,  extorted  money,  and  car- 
Tied  oif  whatever  pleased  their  &ncy.  Tlie  most  important  is  what 
heiaiilQoiiia:  laAaa  Umr  eondmet  iitaau  too  had  for  lorngtr  mdwranct,  the 
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object  for  which  th€j  had  effoeted  the  oTerthrow  of  iLnne. 
From  the  28th  of  December,  the  empress  transferred  the 
whole  direction  of  affiurs  to  the  higli-chancellor  Teherkaakoi 
and  to  tiie  Tice-diaaceUor  Bestujef ;  bat  by  the  pardon 
and  liberation  of  more  than  20,000  banished  and  imprisoned 
persons,  and  hj  her  reftisai  to  sign  anj  death-warrants,  she 
raised  great  bat  delusive  expectations  of  the  mildness  of  her 
reo^ni* 

The  empress  made  some  splendid  presents  to  the  marquis 
1a  Chetardie ;  but  Bestujef  soou  proved  himself  by  far  his 
superior  in  cabals,  and  even  before  the  departure  of  her  am- 
bassador, France  found  herself  wholly  deceived  respecting 
the  advaulages  which  had  been  expected.  Sweden  wished  to 
satisfy  Elizabeth's  claims  by  a  coiisiderable  ^uni  of  money, 
but  tlie  uligarchii  desired  the  cession  of  tsonie  towns  and  their 
adjoining  territory  ;  this  furnished  the  Ivussians  with  an 
opportunity  oi'  breaking  the  armistice  which  had  been  con- 
cluded in  tlie  winter,  and  the  war  commenced  anew  m  the 
spring  (1742). 

The  chief  command  oi'  the  whole  unuy  was  enn  ("erred  upon 
field-marshal  Lascy.  Tlie  second  in  comuiand  was  the 
Scotchman  Keitb,  who  became  renowned  as  the  friend  and 
companion  in  arms  of  Frederick  II.,  and  LOwendal,  who  was 
afterwards  made  a  marshal  of  Prance  and  esteemed  one  of 
the  best  generals  in  the  French  service,  as  Lascy  was  in  that 
of  Austria.  As  the  Eussians  advanced,  Levenhaupt  and 
Buddenbrock,  who  eoiinnauded  the  Swedes,  had  not  even 
collected  their  forces,  but  sent  messengers  of  peace  to  meet 
them,  and  sacrificed  the  fortress  of  Friederichshamm  and  all 
their  stores  and  munitions  of  war,  which  in  the  existing 
condition  of  the  Swedish  finances  it  was  quite  impossible  to 
replace.  The  "Russians  themselves  were  astonished  when 
they  found  the  passage  of  the  Kymene,  which  might  have 
been  easily  defended,  wholly  undisputed,  and  the  Swedes 
rapidly  retiring  to  Helsingfors,  whither  Lascj's  army  imme- 
diately pursiiiid  them. 

In  the  cainj)  at  Helsingfors,  the  Swedes  should  Inn  e  come 
to  one  of  tvvo  resolutions,  either  to  attack  the  Knssians,  or 
to  retreat  with  ail  speed  to  Abo ;  they,  howeyer,  did  neither, 

w»st  m^jecfi  wen  ideeted  Jrm  Me  body-guard  and  dklHM8da$.0jk$n 
amuigih£rtpnmu  m  ierviet,  m  which  mai^  tdaee$  had  h$m  made  vacant 
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but  awaited  the  Bussians  in  their  camp.  Segarding  llieir 
position  as  inacceflsible  on  account  of  the  woods,  the  Swedes 
thought  themselves  secure  in  their  camp,  and  there  was  no 
time  to  fell  the  trees ;  but  one  of  the  Einlanders,  who  were 
yehemently  incensed  against  the  Swedes,  showed  the  Bus* 
sians  a  path  which  had  been  cut  by  Peter  I.,  but  which  was 
now  completely  overgrown  with  bushes;  upon  proceeding 
by  this  road,  the  Bussians  succeeded  in  summnding  and 
cutting  off  Leyenhaupt's  army. 

The  Swedish  troops  had  been  blockaded  for  fourteen  days, 
when  Lerenhaupt  and  Buddenbrock,  relying  upon  thek 
influence  in  the  council  and  the  strength  of  their  party,  hit 
upon  a  singular  expedient  for  relieving  themselTes  from  their 
difficult  position:  they  left  the  army,  under  pretence  of 
being  obliged  to  yield  ready  obedience  to  the  demands  of  the 
diet;  the  command  then  derolyed  upon  the  oldest  maior- 
geaeral,  Bousquet,  who  had  no  other  course  to  pursue  tnan 
to  conclude  a  capitulation  with  Lascy.  The  army  and  the 
whole  of  Finland  were  now  in  the  power  of  the  Russians, 
and  could  only  be  preserred  by  endeavouiing  to  win  the 
favour  of  the  empress  of  Russia^  and  by  espousmg  the  cause 
of  her  Holstein  relation;  and  the  peace  party  pressed  for 
the  adoption  of  this  course. 

Fortune  at  that  time  played  a  ismel  game  With  the  young 
duke  of  Holsteux-Gh)ttorp :  she  offered  two  crowns  for  his 
acceptance,  and  allured  him  to  leave  Holsidn,  where  he 
would  have  been  safe  and  contented,  in  order  to  make  him 
unhappy  and  to  devote  him  to  a  most  cruel  death  in  Bussia/ 
Charles  Peter  TTlrichj  the  son  of  the  un&rtonate  Charles 
Frederick,  was  bom  jn  1728,  and  succeeded  his  father  in 
Holstein  in  1739 :  his  aunt  Elizabeth  was  no  sooner  firmly 
seated  on  the  throne  than  she  sent  for  him  to  Eussia  (Feb., 
1742).  The  empress  named  him  as  her  successor  in  August, 
and  the  Swedes  had  at  an  earlier  period  oftered  liim  the 
crown,  in  order  to  iuduce  the  Hussians  not  to  insist  upon  the 
cession  of  Finland.  On  his  rel'iisai  of  tlie  oti'er  made  luin  by 
the  deputies  from  the  diet,  Elizabeth  recommended  the 
Swedes  to  choose  her  relation,  the  bishop  of  Lubcclv,  uncle 
tu  lior  successor,  lor  tlicir  king ;  and  the  Swedes  had  T'casou 
to  expect  a  peavv  on  moderate  terms,  if  they  complied  with 
the  witih  of  Elizabeth. 
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The  xugoriiy  of  the  Swe&h  nation,  howerer,  had  no 
elixiAticHi  ftir  this  candichte  propcaed  to  them  by  Bussia. 
There  was^  on  the  comtmiT,  every  appesrsnce  that  Denmark 
and  Swed^  weuld  ^in  be  united^,  as  maet  of  the  Swedes 
were  deflurooB  of  having  the  heredilaisy  piinoce  of  Denmark  on 
ihidr  throne ;  and  the  DalecacUana  even  broke  onfc  in  open 
insurrection  on  that  account,  rushed  into  the  eafutaly  and 
furioiisly  insisted  on  the  eleetion  of  tlie  Danish  prince.  Den- 
mark,  which  wished  for  a  renewal  of  the  tsea/by  of  Saimar, 
made  ft  nnmbei'  of  appaoently  advantageona  pnopoaais ;  and 
Bussia,  therefore,  seeing  tiie  negotiation  fou  peace  was  likely 
to  be  delayed,,  took  up  arms  again  in  the  year  1743.  In  this 
campaign  it  wa^xeaolyed  to  attempt  some  great  exploit  with 
the  licet  bnt,  aaan  armament  was  also  fitted  out  by  Sweden, 
the  Eussiana  oonteaited  themaebres  with  makii]^  a  few  incon- 
iukiable  descents  on  the  enemy's  eoaata.    In  July  ihe 


and  a  Swediak  ambassadofr,  who  waa  negotiating  a  peaoe-with 
the  conunissioneisr  at  Abo^  at  lengthy  by  a  stratagem, 

took  advantage  of  ihb  approachEmg  eSeofcion^  to  deteamnne  the 
"B^iwriiiwiff  f(nr  peaae,  by  pietendii^  that  Deamaik  wai  inng 
e&ria  to  firuateate  the  measures  a£  the  present  oongreaa^  in 
order  to  canyon  her  owi  deaigna ;  and,  aa  tiie Bmumawere 
abaolutely  bent  on  making  no  eomplianeea,  he  brdca  np  the 
meeting.  TboM  the  BnaBian  detbgaiiaa  bad-  xuit  expeeted ;  but 
now,  m  the  aake  of  graiiifying  iiie  wnhes  of  tbeus  aovwraign, 
they  conduded  a  peace,,  by  wU^l  ISizabethf  xeatored  the 
gDaatec  part  of  Fmland,  oesupied  by^  her  troops,  on  condition 
uiat  the  Uudiop  of  Lubeck  uionldi  be  appointed  aneoeaaor. 
The  news  of  tfia'peaae  annyed  at.  Stockholm  joat  beflovo  the 
eketion.;  the  Balaeailiana  warei  ddvan  by*  'Hie  aoldiena  to 
Pkuien  7  m  tiio>4tb*  of  Jnlyv  Adolpfana  SMerieft,  duke  of 
Holateb:  and  laahop  o£  linibeek,  waa-  abstnLkiBg  of  Smfcn, 
and  tibe  snoaeaaion  aotlded  in  bia^  posterity ;  and,  in  Amgnat^ 
tiiepeaoe  between  Roaaia  and  Swadm  ww^fiilbp  latilBed: 

The  Swaiaa^  Mad  »aaon<  toi  tbii^  tbmnseikea 
that,  by  gratifying  Elmafaelii,  ahawed  .in  1iu»  elaefeieir  of  her 
kinamaB,  tbey  wern  aattUed  to.<  poocmnt  batter  tanrai  Ifliait 
thay  bad;  oitewiBe  leaami  toi  CKpeet.  llhey  Tmnrimdb  back 
yimwndv,aBd  only  ceded  pwiwaaiet  of  Kymm»pegard»  with 
all  the  branchea  and  months  of  the  riyevKynmie  Nyalot^  and 
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all  the  district  around  it  in  the  proyince  of  Savolar.  But 
even  in  the  act  of  fulfilling  the  treaty,  the  diabolical  spirit  of 
Eiissian  policy  was  signally  displayed.  iMannstein  relates 
that  before  the  Russian  troops  quitted  Finland  "they  took 
cure  to  squeeze  from  it  rvery thing  they  possibly  could  ;  the 
nitetition  of  the  coui  t  lifMiiL::  to  ruin  tluit  province  totally,  and 
reduce  it,  notwithstanding  tlic'  peapo.  into  30  wretched  a  con- 
dition as  ]iot  to  be  able  for  loni,^  time  to  hold  up  its  head 
ni^nin  ;  the  generals  had  even  repeated  orders  not  to  fail  of 
attending  to  this  point.  The  empress,  however,  feigning  a 
desire  to  restore  a  good  hannony  with  her  neighbours,  ordered 
some  thousands  of  bushels  of  grain  out  of  the  magazines, 
which  had  been  established  in  Finland,  to  be  distributed,  to 
tke  peaaontfrof  Finland  for  sowing  their  grounds.** 

We  have  already  observed,  that  Lestocq  and  La  Cbe- 
tardie  had  been  mainly  instrumental  in  elevating  EUaabeth 
to  the  throne  r  but  notwithstanding  this,  the  Sussian  mi- 
aistvy.,  izi  the-jear  1742,  demandedfi*om  Fleury  La  Ch^aB«ye'a  ' 
Moal,  and  succeeded  iatheie  demand*  la  oiraar  not  to  appear 
ungratefiU,  the  empress  made  so.  many^  and  such  valuable 
presents  to  hint  on  ms  departure  from  Eussia,  that  on  Qhe- 
tardie's  antviJ  in  Paru^  tne  king  himself  tholi^ht  it.  worth 
iriiile  to  im^eet  and  examine  them;  tiieirTalua-waB  eompiated 
at  a  million  and  a  half  of  lims. 

Uhe  cinnimstBiice  of  the  war  of  auecession  induced:  the 
Vreaeh  court  to  send  La  Ohetardie  anew  to  St.  Petersburgv 
in;  order,  in  connexion  with  Lestoeq,.  to  &am  intrigues 
ag^nst  Bestujef;  but  the  latter  wa^  far  snpnrior  to  both, 
m  eumLing^and  talents^  They  at  first  tried  to  prejudice  the 
empress  against  Austria^  and  incidentally^  against  £niaBi% 
allihough  I'xiederick  at  this  very  time  had  negotiated  9  vme^ 
riage  between*  the>^ke  of  Holstein,  who  was  neat  in  succes- 
sion to  the  tfaioiie  of  Bttssia,  and  the  pamoeiv  el  A]iiiait<> 
Zedl>st.  It  was  pretended  that  Heutenant  B^ger,  who  was 
entrustedi  with  the  safe*  Keeping  ef  LoweBwoid^  hl  hiff  im^ 
prLwment  had  diaeovered  a  wide-spread'coospiracj^^  uuwldck 
tlie- marquis  Botfai^  lAo  had'  htrnmy^  been:  Aioatrian  anbae^ 
sador  ali-dt,  IMjersburg  and  sftnMaidbi  in  Bedm,  wa»  deeply 
unpfioatod,  and:  efi  wiiiQk>  the^  kmg  of  Smasui  hadE  ma 
iniormed.  The  most  emd  torments  were  inflicted  upon 
persons  of  the  highest  distinction,  in  order  to  extort  oon- 
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fesBiDns  and  to  furniali  grounds  for  ilie  imposition  of  the  most 
horrible  punishiiR'nts ;  the  whole  conspiracy,  however,  was 
either  :i  matter  of  pure  inTcution,  or  at  least  the  account  of 
it  greatly  cxaggeraUil.  BtTu^er,  who  m  as  used  as  an  accuser 
on  the  occasion,  was,  iiowevcr,  rewarded  with  iin  excellent 
appointment.  Maria  Theresa  at  lirst  refused  to  exhibit  any 
sign  of  displeasure  against  Botta,  who  firmly  denied  that  he 
had  had  any  participation  whatever  in  this  pretended  con- 
spiracy;  but  as  Bestujef  sought  to  avail  himself  of  this 
^air  to  effect  a  reconciliation  between  the  queen  of  Hungary 
and  the  empress,  and  to  expose  Frederick  to  double  hatred, 
Botta  willingly  allowed  himself  to  be  made  the  scapegoat, 
and  to  be  for  a  time  bamshed  from  the  court.  Frederick 
contittually  raotested  that  he  knew  nothing  whatever  of  aay 
Buch  conspuacj  as  he  was  charged  with  according  to  some 
portions  of  Botta'a  letters,  bat  still  he  remained  suspected, 
and  Maria  Theresa  satisfied  the  empress  Elizabeth  by  sending 
Botta  for  some  time  to  a  fortress*  He  was  afterwards  fully 
indemnified  by  the  queen  for  consenting  to  be  made  the 
scapegoat  on  the  occasion. 

lia  Ghetardie;  however,  had  scarcely  returned  to  St.  Peters- 
burg,  when  he  received  a  very  sensible  proof  of  having  very 
much  overrated  his  influence.  Belying  upon  a  degree  of 
favour  which  he  did  not  possess,  he  formed  a  most  absurd  and 
comprehensive  plan  for  overthrowing  the  mmisters,  bringing 
about  great  changes  in  Bussia,  and  laying  a  sure  found&on 
for  the  preponderatmg  influence  of  Erance.  The  I*rench 
govenmient  was  even  blind  and  foolish  enough  to  allow  him 
to  spend  above  a  mfllionof  livres  in  Bussia  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  most  absurd  plan,  before  he  formally 
undertook  the  character  of  an  ambassador.  This  revolu^ 
tionaiy  scheme  was  brought  to  light  by  La  Ghetardie's  own 
letters ;  he  was  dted  before  the  empress,  and  although  he 
was  still  !EVench  ambassador,  she  caused  him  to  be  arrested, 
deprived  him  of  all  the  preseatits,  orders,  and  dittnonds  which 
she  had  previously  bestowed  unon  him,  and  ordered  Urn  to 
be  sent  over  the  borders  unaer  a  notary  escort  (1744). 
Lestocq  mamtained  his  ground  for  four  years  longer,  till 
Bestujef  and  general  Apraxin  luiited  to  effect  his  downfal. 
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iLiBBiAOE  OP  Elizabeth's  heib — gbowing  axttpatht 

BETWEEK  TTin  GOUBTS  OF  BUSSIA  AND  PBUSSIA — THE 
SEYEN  YEABS'  WAB^DEATH  OE  ELIZABETH — ^HEB  CHA- 
BAOIEB. 

The  king  of  Fraasia,  aa  ruler  of  eix  millions  of  men, 
understood  how  to  maintain  his  dignity  among  the  great 
powers  without  employing  splendid  embassies^  or  spending 


were  regulated  by  a  yery  slender  scale.  He  declined  the 
proposal  of  the  empress  Mzabeth  to  unite  his  sister  Amalia, 
abbess  of  Quedlingburg,  in  marriage  with  the  grand-duke 
Peter^  under  the  honourable  pretence,  that  he  regarded  it  as 
unbeoominff  his  dignity  that  she  should  change^  her  religion. 
As  it  is  wSl  known,  he  is  said  at  the  same  time  truly  but 
bitterly  to  hare  expressed  his  opinion  among  his  oonfid^tial 
companions  respecting  the  manner  in  whieb  the  occupation 
of  the  throne  of  Bussia  had  been  effected.  Bestujef  is  said 
to  haye  made  the  empress  acquainted  with  his  remarks, 
and  to  have  incensed  her  against  the  king,  but,  notwith- 
standing, he  recommended  as  a  wife  for  the  grand-duke  the 
daughter  of  the  clever  princess  of  Holai  ein,  who  was  married 
to  a  prince  of  Anlialt-Zerbst,  then  in  the  Prussian  service. 
This  pnncoss,  Sophia  Augn^la,  on  her  adoption  of  Ibi'  Greek 
j'aith,  assumed  the  name  of  Catharine  (17il),  and  the  Eus- 
sian  grand-duiio  was  no  sooner  declared  by  the  elector  oi 
Saxony,  as  vicar  of  the  empire,  to  have  attained  hia  rnaiunty 
a.s  duke  of  Holstem,  than  this  unhappy  union  was  soiemnised 
witli  unexampled  splendour  (1745). 

The  Eiissians  were  no  favourites  with  the  grand-duke 
Peter ;  his  own  little  territory  was  more  an  object  of  interest 
and  affection  in  his  eyes  than  the  whole  immense  empire  of 
Eussia.  In  his  youth,  when  he  amused  himself  with  soldiers 
in  Holstein,  he  had  been  altogether  won  over  to  the  cause  of 
king  Frederick  and  his  military  Prutssians  by  Holstein  officers 
who  had  been  in  the  Prussian .  service,  and  he  hoped  for 
support  from  Prussia  against  Denmark.  Having  obtained 
permission  to  train  some  Holstein  troops  in  Oranienbaum, 
not  far  from  Petersburg,  he  put  hia  little  corps  wholly  upon 
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a  Prussian  footing,  and  manifested  a  disposition  completely 
in  contradiction  to  the  syatem  of  Auesian  policy.  Bestujef 
is  said  to  have  drawn  gieat  sums  from  England  and  Austria^*  • 
md  he  might  also,  upon  mere  personal  grounds,  have  Inem 
desbooB  of  mising  a  prejudice  m  tiie  anind  of  the  empieas 
agnnst  her  nephew  as  well  as  against  JB^EBderick;  mA  it 
cannot  he  denied,  that  he  had  also  verygood  political  gnxaiids 
for  being  unfavourahle  to  IViederiek.  Cweladercoi^d  neither 
be  hribed  nor  deoeived,  Sweden  and  Denmark  wm  seccetLy 
supported  by  him,  and  he  [Krevented  both  states  ftom  &]Une 
completely  under  the  dominion  of  Snssia;  this  embittereS 
Bestujef  agamst  him.  The  Bnssian  minister  was  continu- 
ally engaged  with  lEaunitz  and  firilhl  in  laying  plans  and 
forming  cabals,  whilst  the  grand-duke  on  his  port  mayed  the 
P^rusnan  spy  and  communicated  all  he  heard  to  Predeiick ; 
for  this  reason  Bestujef  endearoured  to  alienate  the  empiess 
from  her  nephew,  to  whom  she  was  much  attadied,  and  neat 
length  succeeded  in  his  design.  From  the  year  l746  Eliza- 
beth caused  her  nephew  to  be  carefiilly  watched,  surrounded 
htm  with  spies,  ohBged  lum  to  send  away  all  his  Holstdn 
servants,  and  suffered  Pechlin  and  Brombsen  alone  to  re- 
main as  Holstein  ministers,  who  were  more  zealous  servaiits 
of  Bestujef  than  of  their  own  duke. 

About  this  time  George  II.  was  displeased  with  Frederick 
on  account  of  East  Priesland  ;  Eiisaia  suspected  that  he  was 
desirous  of  supportinc:  the  king  of  Sweden ;  I3o8iiijef  in 
I74f6  had  drawn  iin  the  treaty  which  was  coiicliuhMl  with 
Saxoii}^  and  Austria  iu  very  equivocal  terms  as  regards  Prussia, 
and  iu  1747  Saxony  entered  into  a  new  agreement,  iu  which 
tlio  article  that  had  formed  a  part  of  the  treaty  with  Austria 
in  1745,  and  which  referred  to  the  partitiou  of  the  Prussian 
dominions,  was  introduced.  It  appears  from  the  papers 
which  Prederick  carried  away  from  the  Saxon  arcliives  and 
caused  to  be  printed  on  his  invasion  of  Saxony,  that  this 
aflair  had  been  afterwards  the  subject  of  extensive  corre- 
spondence; such  a  result,  however,  could  not  be  obtained, 

*  The  marquis  de  Hautefbrt,  Proiich  ambassador  in  Vienna,  in  his 
manuscript  correspondence,  February,  1751,  having  given  full  details 
of  all  that  Maria  Theresa  had  verbally  communicated,  adds:  *'L*im- 
p6r8«rice  me  confirma  eEle<m€me  gue  c'€toit  Payarice  de  M.  de  JBes. 
tushef  qui  ^toit  la  pxlncipflle  ome  d»  Itaensian  He  FADgkiem  as 
traits  de  Tetmhwig"  We  must  be  peraiadfid  aheiiad  Idto  inttSMi- 
sons  for  beiag  aoqaainted  with  tbe  ftet 
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although  Russia  and  Austria  took  oTetj  poaBibie  xneami  of 
showing  their  dislike  to  Prussia. 

With  aBtonishing  energy  Eredenok  maintained  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  Ida  little  kingdom  againat  the  greatest  and 
most  powerful  ones  in  Europe  without  exception.  Ikiflflia 
had  xeoaUed  all  her  auhjects  &oni  the  Prnaiian  aervioe^  and 
cained  -captain  von  Stackelberg  to  be  arrested,  who  wai 
aeocetly  recruiting  for  Prussia:  JfVedeiiok  immediately  re* 
turned  like  foir  like.  He  seused  upon  two  or  three  Livoniana 
aa  hoBtaafea  for  Staokelber^,  did  not  suffer  the  RuaBian 
ambassaokxr  to  publiBh  bia  &ttero  of  leeal  in  the  Prussian 
nempapeiSy  and  gave  bim  .a  very  aenbua  proof  of  bia  dia- 
pleasnre  when  be  ventured  to  send  the  commands  of  bis 
en^^resB  to  individual  offioenu  About  the  same  time  (1750) 
Ruaam  bad  cdlected  troops  on  the  borders  of  Finland,  and 
Erederick  immediately  sent  Wahrendorf  as  obarg^  d'affaisea 
only  to  Petersburg,  in  order  to  mi^e  some  energetic  repze- 
aentationa  respecting  Swedish  affiura.  On  tfos  occasion 
Sestujef  adopted  a  amgular  meana  of  avoiding  an  explana- 
tion. Hie  bad  reeourae  to  etiquette,  and  re&aed  not  merdy 
to  present  the  ambaaaador'to  the  empreaa,  buteven  to  leeme 
bia  despatch^  or  bear  his  proposals,  till  be  bad  received  the 

sovereign  with  regard  to  bis  zank.  In 
order  farther  to  relieve  himself  &om  the  neeeasiiy  of  bearing 
him  at  all,  he  sent  an  immediate  order  to  the  iBussianambaa- 
aador  in  Berlin  to  leave  the  capital  without  taking  leave,  on 
account  of  the  disputes  concerning  the  officers  and  addiers, 
and  the  want  of  attention  shown  to  bim  hj  ^Eederick :  this 
wonld  necessarily  oblige  Eredarick  to  puraue  the  sameooarse 
with  regard  to  Wabroidacf  in  Petersburg. 

This  .dispute  had  for  the  moment  no  other  consequences 
than  the  absence  of  a  Russian  ambassador  for  a  time  from 
Berlin,  and  that  of  a  Prussian  one  from  Petersburg  ;  but  the 
more  closely  France  and  Austria  afterwards  drew  the  bonds 
of  imion,  the  more  Russia  became  alienated  from  Prus^iia, 
and  even  England  had  at  one  time  acceded  to  the  threatening 
alliance  of  Austria  and  Russia.  In  1751  Prussia  forbad  the 
circulation  of  Kussian  copper  money  in  her  territories ;  in 
1752  Russia  refused  to  the  merchants  trading  to  Dantzig  the 
privilege  of  conveying  their  wares  by  Xonigsberg,  and  com- 
manded them  to  take  the  way  through  Poland  j  and  ut  lenj^tb^ 

2  1  ^ 
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in  May,  1753,  a  great  conference*  was  held  in  Moaeow,  and 
a  lesolution  adopted,  to  haye  recoorse  to  all  possible  means 
to  preyent  the  farther  growth  of  the  Pmssiiui  monarchy,  and 
to  ledoce  it  to  its  former  limits  and  condition.  This  was 
intimately  connected  with  the  cabals  which  were  carried  on 
in  Vienna,  Versailles,  and  Dresden.  In  the  year  1754  mat- 
ters had  been  so  far  nurtured,  that  troops  were  collected  in 
Bussia,  and  held  in  readiness  at  a  moment's  notice,  to  make 
an  attack  upon  Prussia  in  combination  with  Au8tria.t  At 
that  time  Erederick  was  king  of  only  seven  millions  of  men  ; 
he  was,  however,  the  sole  protector  of  FrotestantiBm,  the 
champion  of  the  claims  and  rights  of  free  minds,  about  which 
neither  despots  nor  the  selfish  masses  felt  the  slightest  in- 
terest. He  stood  alone  in  opposition  to  the  -whole  of  ancient 
Europe,  to  despots  and  aristocrats,  to  all  the  powers  and 
abuses  of  the  middle  ages.  And  modem  history  presents  no 
grander  spectacle,  than  the  struggle  wliicli  was  commeuced 
by  him  in  this  sinjTular  position. 

England  was  at  Iciiotli  induced,  hy  her  anxiety  respecting 
Hanover,  to  f;n  our  tiie  cause  of  Frederick :  she  had  actuallv 
concluded  a  defensive  treaty  ^vith  Kussia  in  September,  1755, 
and  the  latter  power  had  agreed,  for  a  compensation  in  • 
money,  to  place  65,000  men  at  her  disposal  for  the  defence 
of  Haiio\^er.  This  treaty  was  annulled  as  soon  as  Kussia 
formed  an  alliance  with  France,  which  was  at  war  with  Eng- 
land, and  with  Austria  against  the  king  of  Prussia.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  alliance,  Greorge  II.  was  compelled  to  look 
for  the  protection  of  Hanover  through  the  instrumentality 
of  Prussia.  The  gi'and-duke  was  at  that  time  very  useful  in 
the  king  of  Prussia,  with  whom  he  kept  up  a  continual  cor- 
respondence -by  letter.    He  gave  him  secret  information, 


*  Thig  conference  was  composed  of  representatives  of  the  Russian 
ministry  and  those  of  the  Tarions  penons  interested  in  tnde. 

t  The  correspondence  of  the  mariittis  de  Hautefort  contains  a  very 
remarkable  passap^e  bearing  on  this  point.  He  writes  to  the  French 
ministry  from  Vienna  under  date  of  March  13,  1754,  as  follows: — "  La 
oonr  de  Yienne  fera  toujoors  ses  efforts  pour  retenir  dans  le  voisinage 
de  rAUemagne  un  gros  corps  de  troupes  Bosses,  n  paioit  que  cette 
coor  est  aujourdliui  dans  Tintimit^  la  plus  dtroite  avec  oelle  de  Peters* 
hourg.  D'ailleurs  le  syst^me  favori  du  ministere  Russe  est  depuis 
longtems  de  chercher  ^  prendre  part  aux  affaires  d'AUemagnc.  Ainsi 
je  pense  que  ces  deux  cours  seront  fadiemeut  d*accord  sur  ce  point.*' 


secret  plans  which  were 
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projected  in  Petersburg,  threatened  all  tlioso  ^vlio  promoted 
Bestujef  s  views  against  Prussia  with  Ins  future  vengeance, 
and  as  his  aunt  became  weaker  and  more  nidisposed,  he  pro- 
tested openly  against  the  whole  system.  He  united  witli 
the  English  ambassador  to  endeavour  to  withdraw  his  aunt 
from  the  coalition,  and  during  her  illness  he  even  ventured 
to  send  commands  to  the  generals-in-chief  which  were  the 
very  reranse  of  those  wliieh  tliey  received  from  the  ministry 
of  the  empire.  Frederick  on  his  part  did  all  in  his  power  to 
BBXYe  the  gr«nd-duke  by  wise  counsels ;  but  Peter  was  far 
too  narrow-minded  to  be  able  to  follow  the  ad?ice  of  so  great 
a  man  aa  the  king  of  Prussia. 

It  waa  not  until  1757  that  Riuhua  took  part  in  the  war ; 
and  then  the  exploits  of  her  army  in  Prussia  Proper  had 
only  been  dreadful  to  the  poor  inhabitants  of  that  country. 
Sibilsky,  the  commander  of  the  Saxons,  who  were  imited 
with  the  BuBsian  army,  was  so  indignant  at  the  crueltieB  and 
deTastations  committed  by  the  EussianSi  that  he  appealed  to 
the  empress  against  Apraxin,  the  commander-in-chief,  and 
mwiUingly  relinquished  his  command.  The  Eussiana  had 
long  delayed  commencing  operations  firom  want  of  money, 
and  it  was  only  when  Austria  allowed  some  portion  of  the 
stream  of  French  subsidies  to  flow  in  that  channel,  that  their 
army  under  Apraxin  and  Fermor  took  the  field  against 
Prussia.  This  force  was  so  nmnerous,  that  great  blame  was 
thrown  upon  the  aged  field-marshal  Lehwald  for  having  met 
them  in  the  open  field  and  offered  them  battle.  Lehwald 
had  only  30,000  men  when  he  attacked  the  Bussians  in  their 
camp  near  Grossjagemdorfi  on  the  30th  of  August^  and  was 
beaten  as  had  been  foreseen.  The  Bussians  might  now  hare 
taken  possession  of  Prussia  aad  have  crossed  the  Oder, 
whereas  they  not  only  withdrew,  but  Apraxin  retired  with 
such  precipitation,  and  made  such  efforts  to  reach  the  Bussian 
frontiers,  that  his  retreat  had  all  the  appearance  of  a  dis- 
graceful flight. 

^  The  sin^ilar  conduct  of  the  Bussian  general  on  this  occa- 
sion was  coimected  with  the  state  of  affiurs  at  the  court, 
because  in  Russia,  as  well  aa  in  France,  the  whole  of  the 
national  concerns  was  intimately  bound  up  with  the  persona 
and  circumstances  of  the  mlets.  At  this  time  the  empress 
Elizabeth  no  longer  intmsted  herself  about  public  affidrs, 
and  her  successor  was  so  indignant  at  the  commencement 
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of  the  wnr,  nnd  openlv  nnrl  foolishly  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  Prussiaj  that  J3estujef  begau  to  wpave  intnc^iies  auumst 
bim,  in  even  the  wife  of  tlie  grand-duko  otfered  her 

aid.  Catharine  had  previously  oftended  tlio  empress  bv  her 
adulterous  intercourse  witli  tlie  Pole,  Stamsius  Poniatowsky, 
who  had  come  with  the  English  ambassador  to  Petersburg, 
and  was  afterwards  obliged  to  leave  the  city.  Bestujef  no 
sooner  perceived  that  his  plans  might  be  promoted  by  Catha- 
rine's assistance,  than  he  induced  Briihl  to  send  the  former 
favourite  of  tlie  grand-duchess^  in  the  character  of  charge 
d'affaires  back  to  Petersburg,  and  the  grand-duke  was  to  be 
the  sacrifice  of  the  cabals  of  the  minister  and  his  own  wife. 
Moreover,  Peter  by  his  conduct  fumiahed  his  wife  with  some 
excuse  for  the  course  which  she  pursued,  because  he  had 
forsaken  her  and  lived  with  Elizabeth  VorontBof  as  his  wife. 

We  leave  it  undetermined  whether  Cathanne  was  Mly  in- 
fiimned  of  Bestujef 'a  plana,  or  whether  he  only  foresaw  that 
hm  concurrence  was  nemLuily  oertnn;  birt  w  much  is 
elaar,  that  when  ike  iilnese  of  the  empress  assumed  a  dan- 
garoua  appameaim,  he  intended  on  her  deal^  to  exclude  the 
gnod-duke  from  the  suceeiMdan,  to  ndaO'  the  eldest  of  the 
young  princes  to  the  dignity  of  emperor,  and  to  place  the 
adminu^tio7i  of  the  empife  in  the  hands  of  hia-  mother. 
Tha-anny  whieh  had  been  sent  to  Bmssia  was  necessary  Jbr 
the*  due  execration  of  these^  plans,  and  Apraxin'  and  majoiv 
ffsneml  Weymam  had  been  gained  over  to  the  canapimoy* ; 
hence  arose^  the  long  heBitation  and  delay  about  marching 
to  Prussia ;  and  detentions  or  expedition*  on  the  march,  ao* 
eoidiiig  to  the  varying  favourable  or  unfavourable  news  of 
the  empress's  health.  Shortly  before  tiie  battOle  of  Gfoaqa* 
gerndorf,  Apiiazin  had  received  intelligence  thati^empieaa'a 
life  was  in  danger,  and  henoe  the  rapidi^  of  hia  moTementa 
on  his  retnnt  into  Bussia^  as  weU  as  hia  alann  and  tenov 
wiien-  he  learned  that  the  empress  was  vecomed^  and  tiiat  lia 
would  be  called  upon  to  justify  his  arbitrary  oondnot. 
'  Bertnjef  was  noweaogbt  in  his  own  mare:  Vrtaam  and 
Anstaia  united  to  trace  out  and  disclose  to  tlie  empress  ^lAmb 
ilifly  ealled  the  EngHcfr  eabals,  and  the  nse  wiiieh  had  hma 
mm  of  Poniatowiiky;  Blizabatii,  bioken  in  health  by  d»» 
baaabeiy  of  all  kinds^  Ufed  so  oompletely  within  her  palaoe, 
tbafe  she  was  wifaoQy  nnaeqoamtea  with  what  was  pamng 
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without,  or  with  the  place  in  which  her  amy  was.  Sibildiy'^ 
accusations  or  lematmtneaeos  had  never  iWM^ed  her ;  and 
the  grand-chike>  Peter  was  too  ignorant  and  narrow-minded 
to  know  what  course  to  pursue,  till  Volkof  and  Yorontzof 
aided  him  by  their  advice.  Tolkof  was  one  of  the  ablest  and 
most  enmmig  men  in  the  empire ;  he  had  been'  long  m  HbB 
oonfidence  of  Bestujef,  but  bow  betrayed  him  in  consequence 
of  mutual  miBonderstandings  and  minutes ;  tmd  the  vice^ 
chancellor  Voiontzof  informed  the  gnmd-dttko  of  the  plans 
which  were  beings  Horgdd  against  him. 

Aii  the  comraencement  of  the  year  1758,  the  empress,  as 
soon  as  she  had  reoorered,  was  informed  by  the  gvand*duke 
of  the  scandalous  combination  of  ambitious  men  which  had 
been  formed  for  his  destruction,  and  for  paralysing  or  de- 
^urtang  ihe  opmtions^  of  the  Eussian  army.  Bsatujef  was 
immoSately  arrested  and  banisfaed ;  Apraxin  was  caiied  to 
account  for  his  conduct,  but  escaped  the  punishment  whiek 
awaited  him' by  his  deai^  wMeh  took  place- in  J^ugost, 
Wejmant  was  dismisaad';  and  Catharine  was  not  suffered^Bks 
moniiis  to  atppeaein  the  presenoe  of  the  empceBS.  1^  doubt 
mm  be  estertamed' with  respect  to  Bestujers  guilty  because 
iSiers  was*  found  among  his  papers  a  copy  or  tiie  deed  of 
renunoiation  whiek-  he  wished!^to  compel  Peter  to  sabscribe^ 
sod  even  of  tile  order  dtawn- ixp  in  the  name  of  the-empress^ 
wot  only  wx&out  but  contusy  to  her  will^  in  whieh  Apnixih 
was  comnumddd' to  retreat.  A»  he  waS'  afirerwardi^  reoaUecl 
fiEem  banishment  by  CJattunney  and  as  much  as>  possible 
indemnified'  for  his  snffenngs,  it  is  at  least  highly  proboMe 
thatrite  was  priyyto>a  plan,  which  if  it  had  been  cnnried- 
unto  esDssiition^  woiiUb  have  spared'  her  lihe  eommiasion  of 
some  of  those  dreaiUd  crimes  of  which  she  was  afterwasdB 
guilty.  Ber  e0im«km  wiili  SNmiBdaiiS'  Poniatowafty,  whom; 
ate  afterwards  made  kiug  of  Poland,  and  snffersa  to'  be 
teeated  in-  the-  most  conteoiptuous'  manner  by  her  M<^an- 
nered  ambassadbr*  during  the  whole  of  his  reign,  led  to^ar 
aospe  in  tfie-foBowing  year  (1758)  which  necessajrily  caused 
»  comj^ete  separatioar  from  her  husband.  Stanislaus,  al- 
though he  was  now  Saxon  ambassador,  was  obliged  imme- 
diately to  leave  the  country ;  and  the  em[)rcss  was  so  enraged 
that  she  was  about  to  send  Cathariuo  t  o  a  cDnvent. 
•  Before  liestuji^i"  was  oYeriiirowii  (lor  he  was  not  as^ 
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rested  till  Eebruary)  the  Russiaa  army  had  again  marclied 
into  Prussia,  and  under  i'ermor  taken  possession  of  Konigs- 
berg  on  the  22nd  of  January.  The  occupation  of  the  whole 
kingdom  from  Memel  to  the  Oder  was  rendered  easy  by 
the  removal  of  the  Prussian  inrees,  which  had  been  marched 
against  the  Swedes  in  Ponierauia.  The  Eussians,  who  ad- 
vanced with  incomprehent^il)le  slowness,  appeared  to  calcu- 
late on  making  Prussia  a  iiussiaii  province,  ibr  they  received 
everywhere  the  homap^e  of  the  people,  and  treated  the  coun- 
try with  parent  consideration  and  mildness ;  but  they  no 
sooner  (  ritered  the  Mark,  than  they  plundered  and  wasted 
the  couutry  with  the  same  cruelty  and  rage  &b  bad  been 
done  in  the  time  of  Apraxin. 

Frederick  reached  Silesia  in  liie  beginning  of  August,  by 
his  admirably  conducted  march  throui^h  Bohemia  with  thou- 
sands of  waggons  and  with  all  his  artiiiery :  there  he  learned 
that  the  Swedes  had  again  taken  the  field,  and  that  the 
Kussians  were  pressing  Ciistrin.  Daun  was  to  have  sup- 
ported the  operations  of  the  Eussians  and  Swedes  by  an 
inroad  into  Saxony,  but  he  delayed  so  long,  that  Frederick 
bad  time  to  settle  affairs  with  the  ^Russians,  and  then  at 
length  he  first  threatened  Dresden.  From  the  15th  till  the 
17th  of  August  the  Eussians  continued  wantonly  to  destroy 
the  town  oi  Custnn ;  the  fortress,  however,  still  held  out, 
when  Frederick  mrived  at  Frankfort  on  the  20th»  collected 


BusBiaa  general  to  withdraw  the  besieging  army  from  Cus- 
trin,  to  concentrate  his  forces,  and  to  await  an  attack  from 
the  king.  In  the  engagement  which  was  fought  at  Zomdari^ 
both  parties  boasted  a  victoij ;  the  Eussians  unquestionably 
snfilBred  the  greater  loss  in  men,  but  they  maintained  their 
position  for  seyeral  days  after  the  battle.  Frederick  foond 
it  the  less  necessary  to  venture  upon  a  new  assault,  as 
the  Eussians,  after  a  very  short  time,  broke  up  of  their 
own  accord^  withdrew  their  troops  from  Pomerania  and  the 
Mark,  which  they  had  devaststed  aftw  a  Turkish  &shion^ 
and  after  having  made  one  more  attempt  to  conquer  GoU 
berg,  remained  quiet  in  Poland  and  Fmssift. 

P(dand  was  to  be  the  scene  of  the  next  campaign.  lUther, 
therefore,  tiie  Bassians  marchedi  and  thence  they  afterwards 
spread  themselTeB  over  ail  the  Fmssiftn  tmitory  (1759), 


Lis  forces^  and  crossed  the  Oder. 
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under  tlie  command  of  count  Soltikof,  who  had  been  ap* 
pointed  chief  of  the  armj,  in  the  room  of  marshal  Fermor.* 
Ilrederick's  German  dominiona,  and  Silesia,  became  now  the 
scene  of  action.  Fortified,  in  some  measure,  by  the  leinfoice- 
ments  he  had  received,  general  Wedel  resolved,  in  piirsoance 
of  his  orders,  to  attack  the  Eussians  on  their  march.  They 
had  got  to  Zulichau  towards  the  latter  end  of  July,  and 
directed  their  course  lo  Krossen  in  Silesia^  to  get  before  the 
^Prussian  army,  and  make  good  the  passage  of  the  Oder. 
The  situation  of  the  Buesians  was  very  advantageous; 
posted  upon  eminences,  defended  by  a  powerful  artillery, 
and  near  seventy  thousand  strong.  The  Frussian  army  fell 
short  of  thirty  thousand ;  and  they  had  greater  disadvantages 
to  overcome  than  such  as  arose  from  inferiority  of  numbers* 
They  had  to  pass  a  bridge,  and  so  narrow  a  defile,  that  scarce 
a  third  of  a  battalion  could  march  in  front.  The  ground  was 
such,  that  the  cavalry  could  not  support  their  infantry.  Yet 
with  all  these  difficulties^  the  attack  was  long  and  resolute. 
But  this  resolution  made  their  repulse,  whi<m  all  these  dis- 
advantages had  rendered  ineritable,  far  more  bloody  and 
distressful.  Four  thousand  seven  hundred  were  killed  or 
taken  prisoners ;  and  the  wounded  were  at  least  three  thou- 
sand. The  Prussians  were  obl^ed  to  retire,  but  they  were 
not  pursued;  and  they  passed  the  Oder  without  molestation. 
The  JSiossians  seised  upon  the  towns  of  Eross^  and  Prank- 
fart  on  l^e  Oder. 

IMerick  now  marched  with  ten  thousand  of  his  best  troops 
to  join  the  broken  anuy  of  Wedel,  in  order  to  drive  this  for^ 
midable  and  determined  enemy  from  his  country.  Prince 
Henry  commanded  the  remainder  of  his  army,  which  was  too 
well  posted  to  fear  any  insult  during  his  absence.  The  eyes 
of  aU  were  fixed  upon  his  march,  and  his  soldiers  who  re* 
membered  Zomdon,  eagerly  longed  to  try  their  strength  once 
more  with  the  same  antagonists. 

Marshal  Daun,  the  Austrim  general,  was  not  unapprised 
of  the  motion  (tf  l^e  Bussians,  or  the  designs  of  the  kmg  of 
Prussia*  He  knew  that  the  great  defect  of  the  Bussian 
troops  was  the  want  of  a  re^ar  and  firm  cavalry,  which 
might  be  dep^ed  upon  in  the  day  of  action.  This  defect 

*  Fotmor  now  served  ante  him. 
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had  bcon  a  pnuapiL  mue  of  their  ndflfertnzra*  at  Zbradorf 
the  last  year;-  a  miiibitiine  which  diacoiiceitdd  all  the  opera- 
tions of  thait  campaign.  As  Htm  was  the  only^  mnb  iniieh 
the  Bnaaiaiia  were  under,  ao-  it  waathat  which  ^Dannwaal^eat 
able  to  Bopply  at »  riiort  wanung.  With  tiiiaTiewhe  selected 
about  twelTe  thoiuEMmd  of  fab  honey  andr  there-  ia  no  batter 
hoTie  than  that  of  the  Aoatnanar  vhidi,  with  about  eight 
tibonaand'foof;  he  placed  under  the  oommandof  genend  ]Uia* 
dohn,  one  of  the  ableat  officm  in  ^Aiat  Bem<n;  Tim  body- 
vaa  divided  into  two  colunun^  one^of  whieh  marched  through 
SileBia^  and  the  oth«r  through  Luaatia.  1^  eztrame  good 
fortune  and  oenduet,  with  lit&e  loaa  or  oppoaitkm,  th^  botli- 
joined  Uie  Rnaaian  army,  and  ware  reeenred  wift  trunperte 

In  the  mean  time,  the  lang*  of  Pruaria^  who- waa- unable  to 
prerent  thia  atroke,  joined  general  Wed^-  at  Muhlroae;  and 
took  upon  him  the  eomraand  of  the>  united'  anmea.  But,  sf^ 
finding  himself  too  weak  for  ^e  deaiaiTe  aetionr  he  was  pre* 
paring  tO'  attempt,  he  moalled  general- Fhiok,  whom  he  nad 
sent  some  time' Mora  mto  Saxon^  witti  nine  thouaand*  men^ 
in  order  to  oppose  the  XmpenaUsta  in*  that  coantiT;  IfHAi- 
these  reinferoememfaB  he  waa  not  able  to  rsaae  hia  anuy-  to  ffi^ 
iiiousand  complete.  That  of  the  Bnsaiana,  sinoe  theiunetien 
of  Laudohn,  waa-  upwarda  of  ninety  tttousand.  They*  had, 
benide^  taken  a  post,  whioh  i^ey  had  so  8<aK)ngly  entrenched, 
and  defended  with  such  a  prodigious  number  of  cannon,  that 
it  was  extoemely  difficult  and  hazardous  to  attempt  them ; 
yet,  under  these  accumulated  disadvantages,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  he  sliould  figlit.  The  detachments  from  count 
Dann's  army  already  menaced  Berlin  ;  Saxony,  which  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  exposed,  had  become  a  prey  to  the  Imperial- 
ists ;  and  the  Russians,  united  with  the  Austrians,  eneaiiiped 
before  his  eyes  in  Silesia,  the  best  and  richest  part  of  hia 
dominions.  In  short,  hia  former  reputation,  his  present  dif- 
ficulties) his  future  hopes,  every  motive  of  honour  and  of 
safety,  demanded  an  engagement ;  the  campai^^n  hasted  to  a 
decision,  and  it  was  evident  that  nothing  further  could  be 
done  by  marches  and  choice  of  posts.  The  sanguine  temper 
of  other  generals  has  often  obliged  them  to  fight  under  dis- 
advantages ;  but  the  king  of  Prussians  circumstances  were 
such,  that,  from  the  multitude  of  his  enemies,  he  was  neither 
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able  to  consult  times  nor  aituatiotis.  liashneas  could  hardly 
(lictMtf-  [nMliing,  which,  in  hia  condition,  would  not  haye  been: 
recornmendcd  hv  prudence. 

"Wiien  llic  ntlaciv  Avas  resolved,  the  king's  troops  put  them- 
selves in  motion  on  the  12th  of  Aui^i  isl ,  at  two  in  the  nioni- 
and,  having  formed  themselves  m  a  wood,  advanced 
1  ards  the  enemy.  It  was  near  eleven  before  the  action 
began.  The  principal  effort  of  the  \mg  of  Prussia  was 
against  the  left  wing  of  the  Eussian  armv.  He  began,  ac- 
cording to  his  usual  method,  with  a  fierce  cannonade  ;  which 
having  had  the  effect  he  desired  from  it,  he  attacked  that 
wing  with  several  battalions  disposed  in  columns. 

The  Eussian  entrenehm^to  were  forced  with  great 
slaughter.  Seventy-two  pieces  of  ominon  were  taJcen.  But 
Btili  them  was  a  defile  to  be  passed,  and  several  redoubts  to 
be*  mastered,  which  covered  l^e  yillage  of  Ktmnersdorf. 
These  were  a^rtiaoked  with  die  same  resolution,  and  taken 
one  after  and^ier.  The  enemy  agam  made  a  stend  at  the 
village,  and  endeaHFOured  there  to  preserve  their  ground,  by 
piiriiiDg  fonrard  several  battalions* of  horse  and  foot;  but 
their  resistance  there  proved  not  mere  efSsotual  tlian  it  had 
done  everywhere  else ;  they  were  driven  from  post  to  post 
mnte  to  the  last  redoubts.  "Scft  upwards  of  six  hours  fortune 
ravoui^  the  Prussians,  wha  ererrwhere  broke  the  enemj- 
wi^  an  unparaUeled  slaughter.  Thef  had  driven  them  from 
almost  all  the  ground  which  they  Imd  occupied*  before^  the 
battle ;  l^bey  had  taken  more  than  half  their  artillery;  scaroelf 
anything  seemed  wanting  to  the  most  eempleto  decision. 

The  king  in  those  oireumstances  wrote  a  note  to  the  queen, 
.to  this  ^ect:  ^'!MAdam^  we  have^beat  the  Eussians  firom 
their  entrsnchments^  In  two  hours  expect  to  hear  of  agio- 
riooa  violoiy,"  This  news  arrived  at  Berlin  just  as  the  post 
was  going  oul^  and  tim  ficiendaof  the  king  of  Prussia  l^ugh** 
out  Europe  ezoltedin  acertain  and  conclusive  yietoiy.  Mran** 
thne,  fortane-was  preparing' fbr  him  ffteirible' reverse. 

The  enemy,  defeated  in  almost  every  quaiter^  fbnnd  tiieip 
left  wing,  shattered  as  t^-  was,  to  be  more  entire  than  any 
o&er  pmrt  of  the  maj.  Count  Sdtikof  ilimlbre  assemblea' 
timr  remains  of  Bia  rights  and  gatiimd  aa  many  as  he  oenldf 
tnm  Ae  centv^,  reinforced  tiiat  wing,  and' made  a  stand*  at  ar 
Bsditmbt,  which  had  been  erected  on  a  very  advanl^geow 
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eminence.  No  more  was  wanting  to  terminate  matters  in 
favour  of  the  king,  than  to  drive  the  Russians  from  this  their 
last  hope.  But  this  enterprise  was  difficult.  It  wag  confi- 
dently said,  that  the  Prussian  generals  were  unanimous  ia 
their  opinion,  that  they  should  not  endeavour  at  that  time  to 
pusli  any  further  the  advantages  they  had  obtained.  They 
represented  to  the  king  that  the  enemy  was  still  very  nuuie- 
rous,  their  artillery  very  considerable,  and  the  post  which  they 
occupied  of  grt  ^it  strtMii^^th  :  that  his  brave  troops,  who  had 
IjL'cn  engaged  for  a  long  lime,  in  the  severest  action  perhaps 
ever  known,  and  in  one  of  the  hottest  days  ever  felt,  were  too 
much  exhausted  for  a  new  attempt ;  an  attempt  of  such  ex- 
treme diffi.cult3%  as  might  daunt  even  troops  that  were  quite 
fresh.  That  the  advantage  he  had  gained  would  be  as  de- 
cisive hi  its  consequences  as  that  at  Zomdorf ;  and  whilfit 
the  enemy  filled  the  gazettes  of  their  party  with  frivolous 
disputes  of  the  field  of  battle,  he  would  be  reaping,  as  he  did 
then^  all  the  efiects  of  an  imqueitaoiied  victory.  That  tha 
enemy  would  be  obliged  to  retire  immediately  into  Poland^ 
ai&d  to  leave  him  at  liberty  to  act  in  other  quarters,  where 
hispreaenoe  was  full  as  neoessaiy* 

GAiese  reasons  were  yery-co^nt,  and  for  a  few  moments 
tiiey  seemed  to  have  some  weight  with  the  king.  But  his 
character  soon  determined  him  to  a  contrary  resolution,  fie 
could  not  bear  to  be  a  conqueror  by  halves.  One  eflfort  more 
was  alone  wanting  to  that  victory,  which  would  free  him  for 
ever  from  the  adversary  which  nad  leaned  heaviest  on  him 
during  the  whole  of  the  war. 

Once  more  he  put  all  to  the  hazard.  His  infimtiy,  still 
resolute,  and  supported  by  their  late  success,  were  readily  , 
brought  to  act  again.  They  drew  on  their  bodies,  fainting 
with  heat  and  labour,  to  a  new  attack.  But  the  enterprise 
was  beyond  their  strength.  The  situation  of  the  enany  wae 
impregnable ;  and  their  artillery,  which  began  to  be  superior 
to  that  of  the  Prussians,  on  account  of  tbs  difficulty  of  the 
ground,  which  made  it  impossible  for  the  latter  to  bring  up 
an^:  other  than  a  few  small  pieces,  repulsed  these  feeble  bat> 
tahons  with  a  great  slaughter.  Vfiih,  an  astonishing,  perhaps 
with  a  blamable  perseverence,  the  Prussian  infant^  were 
brought  to  a  second  attack,  and  were  a  second  time  j^pulsed, 
and  with  a  lo|s  greater  than  at  first.  These  efforts  bding 
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unsuocessfoly  the  affair  waa  put  to  the  caraliy.  Thej  made 
redoubled,  but  uaeless  attacks ;  the  hoiaea  wm  apent,  aa 
Droll  aa  those  thej  canned. 

It  was  just  at  that  timOi  when  the  Pmgsian  horse  was 
wasted  hy  these  frnitless  exertions,  that  the  greatest  part  of 
the  Bussian  and  tiie  whole  body  d  the  AnslriaiL  cavalij, 
which  had  been  hitherto  entirely  inactive,  and  was  therefore 
quite  firesh,  rushed  down  upon  them,  broke  them  to  pieces, 
forced  them  back  upon  their  foot,  and  threw  the  whole  into 
irreparable  disorder.  The  army  was  universally  seized  with 
a  panic ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  those  troops,  so  lately  victo- 
rious and  irresistible,  were  totally  dispersed  and  defeated. 
The  king  did  everything  to  restore  the  field,  hazarding  his 
person,  even  beyond  his  former  daring,  and  prodigal  of  a  life 
he  seemed  to  think  ought  not  to  be  separated  from  conquest. 
Thrice  he  led  on  his  troops  to  tlio  charge  ;  two  horses  were 
killed  under  him ;  several  balls  were  in  his  clothes.  The 
utmost  eftbrts  of  skill,  courage,  and  despair  were  made,  and 
proved  ineftectual :  a  single  error  outweighed  them  all. 
Scarcely  a  general,  hardly  an  interior  officer  in  the  army  was 
without  some  wound.  Tluit  of  general  Seidlitz  was  par- 
ticularly unfortunate;  for  to  that  wound  the  failure  of  the 
horse,  which  he  commanded,  was  principally  attributed.  It 
was  to  the  spirit  and  conduct  of  this  able  officer  that  a  great 
part  of  the  success  at  Zorndorf  had  been  owing  in  the  last 
cximpaign.  It  is  known,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  sea- 
sonable movement  of  the  horse,  the  whole  Prussian  army  had 
then  been  in  great  danger  of  a  defeat. 

The  night,  and  the  prudent  use  of  some  eminences,  which 
were  defended  as  well  as  circumstances  would  admit,  pre- 
served the  Prussian  army  from  total  destruction.  However, 
their  loss  was  far  greater  than  any  which  they  had  sustained 
from  the  berrinning  of  the  war.  All  their  cannon  was  taken. 
The  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  by  the  most  favourable 
accounts,  were  near  twentv  thousand.  General  Putkammer 
was  killed  on  the  spot.  Those  generals  whose  names  were 
so  distinguished  in  that  war,  Itzenplitz,  Hulsen,  Finck, 
Wedel,  and  Seidlitz,  were  among  the  wounded ;  as  was  the 
,  prince  of  Wurtemberg,  and  five  major-e^enerals.  The  enemy 
could  not  liave  had  fewer  than  ten  thousand  killed  on  their 
side.   Ji'or  hardly  ever  was  fought  a  more  bloody  battle. 


Digitized  by  Google 


When  the  king  of  Prussia  found  himself  obliged  to  quit 
the  field,  ha  sent  another  despatch  to  the  queen,  expressed 
in  this  manner : — "  EemoTe  from  Berlin  with  the  royal 
ilunily;  Let  the  archiyes  be  earned  to  Potsdam.  The  town 
may  mske  conditions  with  the  enemy.**  It  were  vain  to 
attenq^  to  dcow  1^  picture  of  the  court  and  city  on  the 
receipt  of  sucli  newi,  in  the  midst  of  the  joy  which  they 
indulged  for  the  aocounta  they  had  receired  but  a  few  hours 
before.  The  terror  was  inoseeBed  by  the  indistinct  relation 
that  800EL  Ibllowed,  which  gave  them  only  to  underataaid,  that 
their  amy  was  totally  routed ;  that  theve  was  no  acoount  of 
the  king,  and  that  a  filUfliaii  .aimy  vm  admacmg  'to  take 
possession  of  their  city. 

The  day  after  the  battle  the  king  of  Pmrna  re-passed 
the  Oder,  and  encamped  at  Eetvin.  Th^ioe  he  moved  to 
iFiiratenwalde,  and  placed  himself  iaauch  a  jBanner  that  the 
Eussians  did  not  venture  to  make  saaf  attempt  upon  Berlin. 
He  continually  watched  their  army;  arpart  ot  which,  instead 
of  turning  towards  Brandenburg,  marched  into  Luaatia,' 
where  it  joined  that  of  the  Austnan.  Heiethe  victorious 
Soltikof^  for  the  first  time,  met  marshal  Bamiy  and  amidst 
rejoidngs  and  gcatulations,  eonaolted  about  theJneamixeB&r 
improving  their  anccess. 

xhe.Bnaslanfl  profited  jqo  more  by  the  advantages  obtained 
at  KuimeiBdorf  than  they  had  done  the  preceding  year  by 
tibie  victory  at  Ysegersdorf,  bat  remaaned  stationary  in  that 
districty  ^id  demoliBhed,  aeeording  id  custom,  being  ever 
intent  on  spreading  ruin  and  deselatioa  aroond  than,  all  the 
sliuoes  of  the  JlrSeeidL-WiJliaaii  canal,  wbicfa  connects  the 
Spree  ivith  the  Oder.  Mawhal  Bavn  was  for  passing  the 
Oder:  bnt  he  was  OYomiled ;  «nd  *thuB  fiusnicdied  another 
instance  that  the  Austrian  and  EossiazL  genavab  do  not 
readily  act  in  concert.*  Soltikof  ^soused  himaeilf  by  alleging 
that  he  had  already  done  mudi:  having  inithis  yeor^alQne 

*  This  dislike  to  the  Anstriaas  might  probably  to  in  part  ascvUied 

to  the  complaints  whicK  m  the  seven-year  mov  the  court  of  Yienna 

was  pearpetually  making  against  the  Pinssian  {rencrals  at  that  of  Peters- 
burg. This  being  at  length  perceived  by  the  jbrnu  r,  attempts  were 
made,  by  flattery  and  presents,  to  rq>air  the  union  that  had  been  thus 
diasolyed;  but  it  was  too  late. 
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tmoe  xouted  ihe  Pru»naiis,  and  therebfteskremely-  xtduoed 
his  numbers,  while  the  great  Austrian  .aimor  had  rmained 
totally  inactive ;  and  that  therefore  he  ought  not  to  lenunre 
fiur  &om  .Poland,  ior  iear  of  being  diatressed  by  the  want  of 
provisicms  for  his  troops.  Daun  promised  to  send  Imn 
BEOvittODB :  a  promifle  which,  as  the  Ku8sianB\kept.advancing, 
he  waa  iinable  to  perform,  especially  since  prince  Bieiuy 
endeavoured  everywhere  to  daakx^  tlie  Anatrian  magaaineB. 
Daun,  who  therefore  had  enough  to  do  to  provide  fiar 
TiifPfl^lf^  now  offered  the  ttufleians  money :  but  SoltiJbof  sent 
him  wo«d  that  Im  soldiers  could  not  eat  money;  and 
nuneover^  the  king  waa  doing  hia  utouost  to  prerait  the 
junotion  of  the  Soaaians  with  uie  AuBtrians,  SoltikaP  retired 
to  winter  quarteiB  in  Poland,  without  perfiorming  anytlung 
further.  Mia  4amy  dso  on  tMs  iwtieat  oommittBd  incvedible 
outiageB  and  crneiltiea,  bianmg  Tillages,  the  aeata  of  noble-* 
men,  and  aeFeral  towns  in  Siileaia  ai^  Bvandenbuxg,  ao  that 
smoking  niina  now  likewise  marked  the  way  by  ^mooh  they 
abandoned  tiie  Pruaaian  tenifcoiiy«* 

la  the  year  1760,  the  Buasiooa  marched  into^eastem  Po- 
menmia^  wheie  they  invested  Colher^  both  by  land  and  aea, 
and  preased  that  city  with  a  dose  and  tinrenutked  siege ;  but 

r'n  without  effeet*  In  the  mean  time  ancrther  corps,  under 
ardera  of  count  Ghemichef,  entered  Berlin  ;  and  the  Jong 
of  JPrusala  at  laat  saw  hia  dental  taken  by  Im  onost  erud 
enendea, and  put  to  ransom ;  hia  natire  eonuotry  was  wasted:; 
they  took  up  their  quartera  in  hia  pabees,  ruined  all  the 
royal  manufactories,  emptied  the  arsenal,  and  would  have 
carried  their  wild  outrages  still  further  against  the  city  and 
its  inhabitants,  bad  not  general  Tottleben,  who  had  been 
formerly  in  the  Prussian  service,  and  lived  some  time  in 
Berlin,  acted  the  ])arl  of  a  mediator  between  them  and  their 
enemies,  and  exerted  Inmseli'  to  the  utmost  to  proeiire  them 
a  reprieve.  The  JRussians,  however,  no  sooner  lieiird  that  the 
khi^  was  on  his  march  to  the  buucuur  oi'  his  distressed  cupi- 

*  They  were  xeaolved,  it  was  said,  to  lesfe  the  Prurian  flnlQeces 
noihiog  but  air  and  earth,  and  were  actually  making  prepaxations  to 

put  their  inhuman  threats,  unjustifiable  even  in  war,  into  execution. 
Frederick  on  this  accasion  <;airi,  "We  have  to  do  with  iNUrbanans  who 
are  digging  the  grave  ol  humanitiy." 
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tttly  than  they  turned  abont  and  withdrew  to  Poland,  after 
the  conmiand  had  been  given  to  count  Butturlin,  in  conae- 
qnence  of  an  opinion  that  prevailed  even  at  St.  Fetersborig^y 
and  whieh  had  been  corroborated  by  aeoounts  from  Vienna, 
that  it  was  the  fault  of  the  Rusaim  commanders  that  the 
combined  forces  of  the  two  imperial  courts  had  achieved  no 
more. 

Again,  in  the  following  year  (1761),  the  Rossians  sac* 
ceeded  in  effecting  a  junction  with  the  Ausirians  near 
Stri^au.  But  the  want  of  provisions  sepsiated  the  two 
anmes;  when  the  Bussians,  having  re-crossed  tiie  Oder, 
now  made  themsdves  mastm  of  the  fortificationB  of  Gol- 
berg,  which,  though  badly  garrisoned,  had  been  no  less  than 
ten  times  summoned  to  surrender  in  vain,  and  took  up  their 
winter  quarters  in  Fomerama  and  the  NeumariL.  Theafflurs 
of  the  kmg  of  Prussia  were  certainly  at  present  in  a  far  more 
calamitous  situation  than  they  had  been  at  any  period  during 
the  whole  course  of  the  war.  The  Austrians  had  spread 
themselves  over  all  Silesia,  while  the  Mark  and  Pomerania 
wefo  submitted  to  the  ravages  of  the  Bussians :  nothiog  re* 
mained  to  him  but  Saxony.  Frederick,  too,  felt  his  distresses 
more  heavily  than  ever;  he  became  suddenly  resnrred,  speaking 
butUttle,  even  with  his  most  confidentiaL  officers ;  and  seemed 
now  to  apprehend  that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult,  if  not 
utterly  impossible,  for  him  any  longer  to  make  head  against 
his  enemies.  But  at  the  very  moment  when  his  conditio u 
seemed  the  most  hopeless,  the  death  of  the  empress  Eliza- 
beth, which  happened  on  the  25th  of  December,  1761,  opened 
to  him  all  at  once  a  brighter  prospect,  and  rescued  him  ivowi 
a  labyrinth,  out  of  which  he  could  perceive  no  escape.  8o 
inii'ortuiiately  circumstanced  were  the  ailkirs  of  the  king  of 
Prussia,  tiiat  liis  wisest  schemes  and  liappiest  successes  could 
liardiy  answer  any  other  end  than  to  vary  the  scene  of  his 
distress  ;  when  exactly  in  this  critical  conjuncture,  that  un- 
expected removal  of  his  inveterate  foe  took  place ;  and  the 
very  change  thus  eflected  in  the  person  of  the  Russian  sove- 
reign, which  suddenly  snatched  him  from  his  lamentable 
condition,  at  the  same  time  laid  the  basis  of  that  lionourable 
peace  which  two  years  after  crowned  his  toils,  and  com- 
pletely annihilated  the  plans  and  machinations  of  his  nume- 
rous enemies. 
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Thernddence  of  Msabe&'sclianicterBnbjectiedher  to  the 
hamoarB  of  fayourites^  who  made  a  yile  use  of  her  authorit;^. 
She  withdrew  for  whole  months  from  all  attention  to  busi- 
nesB ;  her  paation  for  drinking  was  tmbounded ;  it  was  with 
difficulty  she  ooold  be  brought  to  sign  the  orders  which  were 
written  in  her  name,  and  which  she  never  read.  She  not 
only  never  wrote  letters  of  ceremony  with  her  own  hand  to 
great  princes,  but  she  could  seldom  be  induced  to  sign  them ; 
and  three  years  were  allowed  to  elapse  before  she  sent  an 
answer  to  the  letter  in  which  Louis  XY.  congratulated  her 
on  the  birth  of  the  grand-duke  Paul.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  her  reign  Elizabeth  made  a  vow  never  to  punish  a 
malefactor  with  death :  the  judges,  therefore,  who  could  not 
decapitate  criminals,  deprived  them  of  their  lives  by  the 
barbarous  punishment  of  the  knout ;  and  never  were  there 
more  tongues  cut  out  or  torn  away  from  the  root,  and  more 
wretches  sent  to  SibLiin,  than  under  the  reign  of  this 
princess,  so  unjustly  extolled  for  her  clemency.  The  pane- 
gyrists of  Eiizabetli  (says  Archdeacon  Coxe)  would  certainly 
liave  entertained  some  doubts  concernin<.^  her  boasted  cle- 
mency, if  they  liad  reeollected  that  slie  did  not  abolish,  but 
retained,  the  j'oUow  iii^j;  horrid  process  for  the  purpose  of 
extorting  confession  i'rom  persons  charged  "with  trca^or-able 
designs.  The  arms  of  the  suspected  person  being  tied  be- 
hind by  a  rope,  he  was  drawn  up  in  that  posture  to  a  con- 
siderable height  in  the  air;  whence  being  suddenly  lowered 
to  within  a  small  distance  of  the  ground,  and  the  motion 
being  there  as  suddenly  checked,  the  violence  of  the  concus- 
sion dislocated  his  shoulders,  and  in  that  deplorable  situatioit 
he  underwent  the  knout.  To  this  dreadful  engine  of  bar- 
barity and  despotism,  Elizabeth,  amidst  all  her  imputed 
lenity,  gave  unlimited  scope;  and,  during  her  whole  reign,, 
it  was  ordinarily  ap})lied  even  at  tlie  discretion  of  inferior 
and  ignorant  magistrates ;  nor  was  it  aboliaiicd  until  the 
accession  of  Peter  111,,  who  prohibited  the  use  of  torture  in 
ail  criminal  cases. 

The  conmiandimt  at  Kogervyk  had  usually  ten  thousand 
malelactors  under  his  care,  all  of  tlieiii  t^liockingly  mutilated,, 
either  by  having  the  tongue  torn  out,  or  t]\v  sides  of  the 
nostrils  cut  away  by  red-hot  pincers,  or  tlieir  ears  cut  off,, 
or  their  arms  twisted  behind  them  by  dislocation  at  the 
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tlioolden,  te.  About  80,000  persons  are  said  to  fam}>eeix 
sent  to 'Siberia  in  the  leign  of  HKaibethyMd  it  m  snppoBod 
that  faer  sornnment  cost  ewerf  year  to  tke  empire  at  faaat 
1600  of  ner  mibjeete  by  private  imprisonment*  Kotkmg 
iras^ore  eaej^  than  to  oDfam  a  eeciet  order  fi>r  this  pupcae 
ioj  the  flatteren  of  all  Tanks  tbat  awanned  about  lier  penmu 
It  was  fltifficient  fiir  one  xif  theiaaids  of  honour  to  tiihiik 
henelf  sligbted,  to  obtain-w  eider  to  Yume  a  panm  taluKi 
ont  of  bed  in  the  night,  caniedavnKy'bHndfoldef^  and  ga|ggfed, 
and  hnrnmed  under  ground,  thene  to  drag  oet  the  xenainder 
of  lilb  in  a  eoHtaiy  and  loathsome  dungeon,  ivithout  emr 
being  charged  wifli  anj  cnme,  or  even  luiowiug  in  what  part 
of  the  eonnti^  he  was.  On  the  disappearaoAoe  of  snjr  eneh 
person  ixom  his  fiimil^and  aoquamtanee^  it  was  h^Uj  dan- 
gerous to  make  any  inqmriea  after  him.  ^  He  lua  disap- 
peared,^ mm  hdd  a  Buffieient  answer  to  'qaeatioaB  of  tiat 
nature.  Many  of  these  ?ietims  were  known  te  be  atil 
miserably  wearing  out  eriatense  in  SchhisasUNiiig  and'Oifaer 
fortresses,  so  lately  as  the  winter  of  not  to  mention 
the  exiles  to  Siberia. 

Elizabeth's  childiili  Tanily  and  extramgance  were  pro- 
d  igious .  It  was  treated  as  a  crime  against  the  state  if  any  lady 
presumed  to  wear  dresses  of  l^e  same  pattern  as  those  of  the 
empresa,  or  to  receive  ihe  newest  French  fashions  before  her. 
"When  she  died,  there  were  found  in  her  wardrobe  between 
fifteen  and  sixteen  thousand  dresses,  some  of  whicli  hail 
been  but  once,  and  many  never,  worn  ;  two  large  chests  lull 
of  silk  stockings,  two  others  of  ribands,  some  thousniul  pairs 
of  shoes,  and  sevend  hundred  pieces  ot  i'rench  and  oilier 
rich  stuffs.  These  were  neither  gi\Tii  away  nor  sold,  but 
left  undisturbed  till  they  were  spoiled  ;  yet  the  new  em- 
peror was  ill  ]irossing  want  of  money — so  nearly  did  penury 
and  boLindlesii  profusion  approach  each  other  at  that  time  in 
the  Eussian  court.  To  all  this  it  may  he  added,  that  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth  was  never  marked  ny  a  single  act  which 
could  justify  the  revolution  that  placed  on  her  head  the 
crown  of  HiisBia.  In  a  word,  she  was  fitter  to  have  ve^(  t;ited 
in  the  sloth  of  a  convent,  than  to  be  seated  on  the  throne  of 
one  of  the  chief  empires  of  the  world. 
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OBK1BOV8  ACM  OF  PXXSft  XUL— JCXDITAISD  MpTOTTOW 

The  duke  of  Holstein,  on  his  elevation  to  the  throne  as 
Peter  III.,  showed  auch  imprudence  and  precipitation,  that 
notwithstanding  all  his  good  intentioos,  he  must  be  regarded 
as  having  been  wholly  unfit  to  govern  a  great  nation  which 
he  seemed  to  despise^for  in  fact  ho  set  more  value  on  a  small 
German  duchy  than  on  the  whcde  of  that  immense  empire. 
The  king  of  Prussia  from  the  vecy  first  suspected  that  ^ter 
woiild  probably  meet  with  the  same  fate  which  had  already 
be&llen  so  man^-  of  his  predecessors  upon  this  dreadful 
throne;  meanwhile^  he  profited  by  the  short  period  of  Peter's 
government  to  place  himself  in  a  better  position  of  defence 
against  Austria,  and  to  dispense  with  the  assistance  of  Eng- 
limd.  Peter  immediately  set  all  the  Prussian  prisoness  of 
war  at  liberty  >  and  on  the  very  evening  of  his  aunt's  decease 
announced  ms  accession  to  the  king  of  Fnissia  before  he 
communicated  the  news  to  any  other  power.  97  the  new 
emperor's  command,  money  was  distributed  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants  of  Pomerania  who  had  suffered  from  the  Russians, 
and  even  seed*com  was  promised  to  the  peasants;  and  in 
Prussia,  every  order  of  tiie  Bussian  admmistration  which 
could  be  disagreeable  to  the  king  was  imme£ate]^  recalled. 
Peter  pushed  his  imprudent  enthusiasm  in  fSnvour  of  Prussia 
to  such  a  length,  that  even  at  his  own  court  he  wore  the 
Prussian  uniform,  appeared  with  Prussian  orders,  and  de- 
corated his  rooms  wiui  pictures  of  the  Prussian  king. 

In  Sweden,  the  first  effect  of  the  accession  of  Peter,  who 
was  a  cousin-gcrman  to  the  oppressed  king,  showed  itself 
in  a  change  in  the  composition  of  the  council,  and  in  the 
request  preferred  to  king  Adolphus  Frederick  to  undertake 
negotiations  with  a  view  to  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Prussia. 
A  truce  was  proclaimed  on  the  7th  of  April,  17G2,  and  a  peac^i 
signed  with,  rrubsiu  in  Hamburg,  precisely  outiie  cuiidilioua 
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of  the  peace  of  Stettin,  on  tho  22 nd  of  May,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment in  which  the  peace  w  ith  lluscsia  was  solemnly  uuuuuiiced 
in  Berlin. 

Peter  urged  on  tlie  reconciliation  with  Pnissia,  like  every- 
thing else  which  he  undertook,  with  morbid  impatience, 
silthou^jh  his  able  ministers,  Vorontzof  and  Volkof,  had  at 
fi  rst  declared  to  the  other  powers  of  the  Austriuu  alliance  that 
Kussia  would  fulfil  her  obligations  towards  them.  He  was 
loud  in  the  expression  of  his  enmity  to  Denmark,  and  made 
preparations  in  Russia,  as  w^ell  as  in  Prussia  and  Pomerania, 
to  take  revenge  on  Denmark  on  account  of  the  wrongs  and 
insults  which  he  and  his  father  had  suffered.  He  felt  such 
repugnance  to  France,  as  never  to  allow  the  Prench  language, 
but  only  Russian  iuid  German,  to  be  spoken  at  his  court,  and 
pushed  \m  admiration  of  Pre  ii  rick  to  the  highest  degree  of 
absurdity.  He  did  not  moreover  leave  his  allies  long  in 
uncertainty  as  to  his  allowing  himself  to  hv  hound  by  the 
declaration  of  hi-^  Tninisters,  but  formally  arniounced  to  them 
on  the  23rd  of  reliriiary,  that  he  intended  to  restore  all  h]^ 
conqiiosts  to  Prussia,  and  at  the  samo  time  expressly  required 
that  they  should  do  the  sasne. 

A  truce  was  agreed  to  betweoTi  Tlussia  and  Prussia  on  the 
16th  of  March  at  Star^^ard  :  Tel  ieruitchef,  separated  from  the 
Austrians  in  Silesia,  was  provided  by  the  PruRsians  with  all 
necessaries  fnr  liis  army,  marched  into  Poland  through  the 
midst  of  the  Prussian  troops,  and  daily  expected  orders  to 
unite  with  them,  which  orcfers  he  received  in  May.  On  tlie 
20th  of  April  prince  Qalitzin  intimated  to  the  court  of  Vienna 
that  a  peace  between  his  own  court  and  that  of  Prussia  wa» 
about  to  be  concluded ;  on  the  5th  of  ^lay  the  treaty  was 
signed  m  Petersburg,  and  on  the  24tih  of  the  same  month 
proclaimed  in  Berlin.  Peter  was  too  impatient  to  wait  till 
this  offtmsiTe  and  defensive  treaty  of  allifuice  should  be  for- 
mallj  drawn  up  and  signed,  but  as  soon  as  an  agreement  had 
been  come  to  respecting  its  conditions,  Tchemitchef  received 
orders  immediately  to  join  the  Prussians  in  Silesia.  The 
terms  of  the  peace  bad  not  yet  been  carried  into  execution,  nor 
the  fortresses  evacuated  in  Prussia,  when  lieutenant-general 
Voyeikof,  who  commanded  them,  reoeiyed  intelligence  of  the 
dethronement  of  Peter  III.  and  the  accession  of  Catharine 
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liis  wife ;  and  at  the  same  time  hostile  orders  against  Prussia, 
which,  however,  were  afterwards  recalled. 

By  a  proclamation  of  the  8th  of  July,  Voyeikof  had  re- 
leased the  inhabitants  of  Prussia  from  the  obligation  of  the 
oath  which  they  had  taken  to  the  emperor  of  Bussia,  and 
giyen  a  formal  promise  that  he  would  evacuate  the  fortresses 
and  give  them  up  to  the  Prussian  troops  ;  on  the  15th,  by  a 
new  proclamation,  he  msalled  both  these  declarations,  and 
only  six  hours  later  he  received  a  countermand  from  the  new 
empress.    In  this  last  document  he  was  commanded  to  fulfil 


the  8th  of  August  he  published  a  third  proi  lamation,  couched 
in  the  most  peaceful  and  friendly  terms.  The  empress  Catha- 
rme  herself,  having  recovered  firom  her  first  erroneous  im- 
pression that  Frederick  bad  given  advice  which  might  have 
been  disadvantageous  to  her,  announced  her  accession  to  the 
king  iu  the  most  friendly  expressions,  and  caused  Colberg 
and  the  other  Prussian  fortresses  to  be  restored  to  the  Prus- 
sian troops  on  the  ISth  of  August. 

The  armies  of  Lower  Silesia  took  the  field  as  early  as 
March,  but  notliing  was  attempted  on  either  side  worth 
relating.  In  Upper  Silesia  the  Prussians  possessed  the 
superiority,  sent  out  detachments  into  Moravia,  and  Frederick 
made  admirable  use  of  the  short  time,  three  weeks,  in  which 
Tchemitchef  was  with  him,  for  the  promotion  of  his  plans. 
Tehemitchef  and  his  Bussians  had  no  sooner  joined  hun  in 
July,  than  he  immediately  marched  against  Daun,  compelled 
him  to  retire  behind  Schweidnitz,  sent  detachments  into 
Bohemia,  and  finely  cut  off  Daun's  armv  wholly  from  any 
communication  with  the  fortress,  in  order  that  he  might 
undertake  its  siege.  This  took  place  on  the  21st  of  July, 
after  Tchemitch^  bad  received  orders  to  leave  the  Prussian 
army,  which  he  partially  disobeyed,  and  remained  three  days 
for  the  jileasure  of  the  king.  In  these-  decisive  days,  in  which 
Frederick  assailed  the  Anstrians,  the  Eussian  general  awed 
them  merely  by  the  position  which  he  took,  because  they 
were  unacquainted  with  the  fact  that  he  was  not  allowed  any 
longer  to  act  against  them. 

Peter  IIL,  as  it  appears,  had  inherited  from  his  father  an  or- 
ganisation peculiar  to  their  family,  and  which  had  been  proved 
unfortunate  to  many  of  its  members.   As  a  German  prince 


everything  which  he  had 


ised  on  the  8th  of  July,  and  on 
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hjtt  would  have  governed  the  much-enduring  Germans  just  as 
Catharine's  brotlior  Fredorick  Augustus  governed  in  Zerbst 
and  Jever ;  but  an  empire  like  liussia  will  not  suffer  itself 
to  be  ruled  like  Hoi  stein -Gottorp  and  Jever,  and  the  Russian 
nobles  are  not  as  endurina  as  the  learned,  loyal,  and  pnitienfe 
Germans.  Even  the  empreBs  Elizabeth  and  the  king  of 
Prussia,  who  wore  both  his  licarty  well-wishers,  publiclv  and 
early  ackiiowlcdG^ed  that  Petor  would  find  it  impossible  to 
maintain  hiuisclt'  upon  tho  tlirone.  i^rederick  luid  brought 
about  the  marriage  of  the  grand-duke  with  Catharine,  and 
laboured  anxiously  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  be- 
tween them  ;  earnestly  recommending  the  grand-duke  to  be 
forbearing  towards  his  wife,  notwithstanding  her  licentious 
conduct,  since  he  had  publicly  taken  as  a  mistress  one  of 
Vorontzof  *s  daughters.  The  grand-duke  had  early  made 
hhnself  ridiculous  by  his  childish  play  with  his  Holstein 
guards  at  Orameubaum,  by  his  Prussian  drillSj  spatterdashes 
and  uniforacMi,  and  contemptible  by  his  ignorance,  his  debtee 
and  the  miserable  means  to  which  he  was  ol^ged  to  hwm- 
lecoTirse  to  release  himself  from-  kis  difficulties.  He  wia  at 
that  time  generally  regarded  as  a  man  whose  mental  facultiee 
not  quite  sound,  and  it  cannot^  there&re,  bar  a  matter  of 


m 

laa.  the  maaifeato  bj  wiiich  he  proolaimtd  tins  evaotto  tiie 
empire,  he  mentioned  neitlier  his  consort  nor  eraa  his  son^;- 
and  interpreters  were  not  wanting  who  clearly  perceiwdr  is 
this  omission  the  intended  otrerthrow  of  the  hereditorj>8VQb 
cession.  A  fact  that,  made  a  still  greater  impression  mui^ 
tkat  he  made  no  preparations  fbr  his  coronation  at  Moscow, 
&  solemnity  of  the  irtmost  importance,  as  a  practice  oi  hoA 
antiquity,  and  aa  conferaing  an  awful  sanction  on  tW 
ani^ority  of  the  sovereign  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  In** 
stead  of  this,  he  pushed  his  blind  passion  ^r*  imitating  the 
king  of  Pmssia  so  far,  tbat  ho*  made  preparations  in  this  im«>- 
nature  state  of  hia  goremment  ti»  quit  Biiissi%  and  go  imko^ 
Ctermany,  for  the  sake  of  an>  interview  ^tk  tkat  gicwt 
monarch,  whose  genius,  principles,  and  fortune  ke^  so  esimh 
Tagantly  admired. 

Tko  importHd  kiatorian  coanot  irithkoM.  tto  tnkuto*  at 
pHMBO'lrom^Us.  oanduet  in- otker  raBpoet»at;tke  ksgimiiiig 
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of  his  reign.  To  say  that  be  revenged  himself  on  no  one, 
though  he  very  weU.  knew  who  were  they  who  had  taken 
pains  to.  injure  him  with  the  late  empress,  would  be  but 
sli^tciimmemlfttioii,  in  compariiOD  with  the  acts  of  benefi- 
cence and  justioe  with  which  he  signalised  his  first  acc^sion. 
to  the  supreme  command.  He  exemsed  kindness  towards 
all.wha  had  been  attached  to  the  late  empresa  bia  asnt.  He 
CQatinned  in  their  poata  almost  all  the  great  officers  of  state ; 
he  pardoned  his  enemies ;  raised  Peter  Shavalof  to  the  rank 
of  field-marshal ;  left  the  place  of  grand-venemr  to  Alexia 
Eazumofsky,"*^  the  favourite  of  Elizabeth ;  and  even  ooD&iied 
lienefita  on  Ivan  Shuvalof,  though  he  had  frequently  made 
aaiSMTOEtliy  use  of  his  influence.  Prinee  Shaknakoi,  advocate 
of  the.'Beiiate,  of  whom  Peter  HI.  had  great  reaaoa  to  oom- 
plain,  was  the  only  person  he  removed  from  his  employment; 
but  he  exacted  of  him  notliiug  more  than  a  simple xeaigna- 
tjon,  laaviDg  him  both  his  liberty  and  his  possessionab.  At 
the  same  time  &  eertsan  G-lebof,  who^  from  being  but  a  com- 
mon attorney,  was  appointed  to  transact  the  affittcs  of 
Holstein,  and  in  that  adminiatcatiou  had  obtained  the  good« 
witt-  of  the  prince,  was  put  into  8liakaflkoi*8  place.  Guebof 
afberwarda  but  ill>requited  so  signal  a  mark  of  eoofidenee. 

Pbter  at  once  recalled  all  tboae  nn&rtunate  and  numesona- 
pcasona  who  had  been  sent  inta  exile^during  the  pFeeeding 
xeiga,  miik  the  exeepiion  of  those  erimimlfr  who- nadi  been 
ccaodemned  by  the  ordinarf  tribunala^  and  he  caused 
the^  estates  which  had  not  bew<  alienated  to  be  reatoied. 
Beatnjef,  indeed,  was  net.  recalled,  but  he  lived  in  afflnmce' 
con'  bia  eonntr^  eoiiate.  Among  tiie  zecalled.  w«e  Biran, 
Himich^  and  ^estoeq. 

Inunadiately  affaev  the  eztenaioDi  of  paifdon  taaH  poUMcaL 
ofisndeas,  Peter  forbade  the  nse  of  insebarOf  and  alboitdied  that 
hateful  police,  which,  under  tibe  name  of  the  secret  chanoeigry. 
waa  .apncinted  to  watdi  over  the  existence  and.  perananenisar 
af  the.Bjiissian  govemm^t^  and.  for  that  purpose  entrasted 
with,  the  powers  of  a  high  court  of  justice.   The  rig^s  and 

*  Alexis  Eazumofsky  had  often  injured  the  grand-duko  with  the 
empress  Elizabeth.  The  grand-dukc  one  day  sent  him  an  axe  npon  a 
red  satin  cushion,  as  a  hint  of  the  rarastrophe  that  awaited  hiui; 
but  wiien  sealed  oo.  the  throuiiy  Teter  disdaiaed  evei/  idt^  oi  re* 
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pririle^es  of  this  tribunal  have  been  very  indefinitely  stated : 
itii  duties  seem  to  have  been,  to  judge  of  all  offences  committed 
against  the  state  and  the  iiionarcli,  and  therefore  it  always  held 
its  sittings  at  the  place  where  the  sovereign  happened  to  be. 
In  the  lauguage  of  this  bloody  tribunal,  every  complaint  was 
called  thfi  word,  Whotver,  tlierefore,  !iad  spoken  the  word, 
that  is,  whoever  had  nmde  the  sligiitest  or  mo.st  insufficient 
denunciation,  was  placed  under  the  i?iuiiodinte  protection  of 
the  monnreh.  Tlie  person  agaiiiist  wliom  the  <  < )iri]>]a]iit  was 
made,  even  although  he  lived  in  the  most  renioii^  i>:irt  of  the 
empire,  was  sent  oti'  with  his  whole  house,  perhaps  the  whole 
of  the  company  wlio  were  accidentally  present,  to  Petersburg. 
»Such  unfortunate  persons  were  often  a  whoh*  rear  upon  the 
journey,  and  were  obliged  to  re?nain  years  in  ])rison  before 
tiieir  case  could  even  in  appearance  be  investigated.  Duriug 
the  investigatifMi  the  nceused  was  not  allowed  to  plead  in  his 
own  defence,  and  if  a  ])0werful  friend  succeeded  in  saving 
him,  he  was  still  sent  to  Siberia.  No  rank,  no  merit  served 
to  protect  a  man  before  this  tribunal  against  the  malice  of 
the  commonest  and  most  wicked  informer. 

It  served  as  a  desirable  instrument  for  ill-disposed  persons 
to  employ  in  the  gratification  of  envy  and  revenge.  Among 
servants,  vassals,  nay,  to  the  destruction  of  all  subordination, 
even  among  sailors  and  soldiers,  while  suftering  some  (fre- 
quently well-deserred)  ohaBtisement,  or  with  peraonB  who 
had  cherished  some  grudge  agaiBst  their  superionii  it  waa 
customary  to  make  themselves  fonnidable  by  the  misdiief  it 
enabled  them  to  commit.  The  practice  of  the  populace  on 
such  occasions  was,  to  ciy  out,  The  word  V*  which  signified, 
I  have  a  secret  of  impcrtance  to  discover.  The  most 
horrible,  and  among  them  the  most  ridiculous,  stories  are 
related  of  the  application  of  this  custom.  A  patient  in 
the  hospital  employed  it  to  prevent  an  operation  the  surgeon 


xnendous,  that  if,  in  the  midst  of  a  great  crowd,  any  one 
called  out,  *'The  word,"  all  present  turned  pale,  and  imme* 
diately  separated,  running  and  crossing  themselves  as  fast  as 


The  history  of  this  secret  chancery  sheds  a  light  upon  the 
nature  of  absolute  governments  and  the  measures  they  adopt. 
Catharine  II.  in  appearance  confirmed  the  abolition  of  this 


was  about  to  perform. 


sound  was  so  awful  and  tee- 
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tribunal,  but,  in  fact,  she  merely  modified  its  form,  and 
allowed  the  tbing  itself  to  continue.  Paul  restored  tbis 
cbancery,  now  called  police,  and  made  it  more  severe 
and  arbitrary  tban  it  had  been  even  under  Elizabeth ; 
Alexander  abolisbed  it,  but  after  his  death  it  was  again  re- 
wed  and  became  more  teirible  than  before.  The  institution 
itself  belonged  to  the  times  of  old  Bussiaa  barbarism,  for  it 
was  founded  by  Ivan  the  Terrible,  and  completed  by  Alexis 
Mikhailovitch.  We  are  obliged  to  conclude  thai  some  sucli 
institation  as  the  secret  chancery  is  absolutely  essential  to 
the  existence  of  sucli  a  form  of  government  as  the  BussiaDy 
inasmuch  as  it  has  always  been  revived  and  restored  down  to 
our  own  times  under  the  most  various  names  and  forms. 
Peter  III.,  therefore,  indisputably  committed  a  magnanimous 
error  by  abolishing  one  of  the  chief  institutions  of  the  Kussian 
fj;overnment,  at  the  very  moment  in  which  he  provoked  the 
Bussian  clergy  and  offended  the  guards,  and  when  his  own 
wife  was  conspiring  for  his  dethronement. 

Peter  III.  dismissed  the  costly  and  licentious  body-goajrdof 
Elizabeth,  which  was  afterwards  reorganised  under  a  more 
decorous  form  by  Catharine  IL,  and  called  the  cheyalier 
guard.  He  caused  its  members  to  be  distributed  amongst 
the  regiments  of  the  line :  this  was  wise  and  just,  but  the 
thought  of  naming  his  Holstein  cuirassiers  his  horse^guards 
was  in  the  highest  degree  unfortunate.  The  whole  Bussian 
army  was  to  be  clothed  and  disciplined  after  the  Prussian 
mo^  and  for  this  purpose  the  emperor  appointed  his  cousin 
duke  George  of  Holstein^  who  had  been  in  the  Prussian 
service,  his  generalissimo.  At  the  very  moment,  however,  of 
liis  appointment,he  was  imprudent  enough  to  say  to  the  duke's 
face,  that  he  must  have  been  a  very  bad  general,  otherwise 
3^derick  would  not  have  sllowed  him  to  leave  his  service. 
Peter  himself  made  such  a  figure  in  his  Prussian  uniform, 
and  particularly  with  his  most  ridiculous  hat  and  spatter* 
dashes,  which  compelled  htm  to  walk  and  sit  as  if  he  had 
stiff  knees,  that  it  gave  some  plausibility  to  the  general  re- 
port that  he  was  crazed. 

By  a  noble  sacrifice  he  wished  to  give  the  Bussian  nobility 
a  proper  existence,  by  making  them  wholly  independent  of 
the  caprices  of  the  sovereign ;  he  renounced  all  the  monopoly- 
privileges  of  autocrats,  and  even  ventured  to  make  an  fSi* 


r 
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tempt  which  lias  ever  proved  perilous  in  ail  ends  and  comers 
of  the  world, — an  attempt  to  ret'orm  the  clergy  and  the 
ceremonies  of  worsliip.  Hia  attempt  to  nbolish  tiie  ciistoni 
amniiL,^  the  liussian  clergy  of  wcnriiig  jon^  hoards  and  n 
pccniliur  dress,  as  well  as  to  change  difiiiin^nt  thin^;^  roiiTU'ctecl 
with  the  ceremonials  of  worship,  met  with  a  degree  ot"  resist- 
ance fiom  Sertchin,  archbishop  of  Novgorod,  which  alone 
prevented  a  rebelhon  among  the  people.  Besides^  Peter  had 
prerioiislj  excited  universal  discontent  by  the  erection  of  a 
cdSleffd  or  commission  for  the  administration  of  all  the  estate* 
and  incomes  of  the  oleigj.  Gathaime  II.  aflberwardb  eBti»> 
blished  this  college  witboupb  renstwee. 

The  Erst  acts  and  ordinances  of  Petev  III.  gave  proofs  of 
a  paMom  heart ;  but  the  noblest  sctions  and  the  most  dA^ 
nuFsble  measures  of  his  government  only  drew  contempt  mid 
seotn  upon  their  author ;  for  everything  he  did  wanted  the 
true'  BuBsian  stamp.  In  the  business  of  govemment  Peter 
possessed  admirabl^^  advisers  in  Yolkof  and  Yorontsof^  bub 
they  w6!Ee  nnable  to  restrain  him  fix>m  fbUowing  up  even 
what  was  good  with  a  morbid  zeal. 

The  elergy  were  enabled  the  more  easily  to  ronse  the 
paiaions  of  the  people  against  the  emperor,  as  he  had,  jurt 
abthis  nnloehy  moment,  reeeiired  and  acted  upon  the  iam^ 
g^^oQB  esoDsel  of  imposing  a  poll-tax  upon  the  peaaantoi 
Hie  himaelf  'was  cried  down  as  a  bad  Greek  Christian,  and  ar 
a-  sesffst  favourer  of  Lutheranism,  and  had  fallen  into  the 
impnidmee  of  formally  abolishing^  all  the  fmMMyu  at  kia 
courts  and  pnblicly  negleetinc'  mmj  of  the  ceremonies  of 
the  Gieek  Clmrch.  Under  l£e  existing  eisoumstanees,  tihe 
fiieBMlBhip  of  the  king  of  Frnasia  waaraiiher  disadvantageooa 
and  haraensome  to  Fetev  thas  poHincally  useful,  for  be 
offended  all  the  other  coivUk  AH  the  foreign  muusterSf  bat 
eqMeially  the  iWnch  ambassador,  Breteail,  were  aecessorf  to^ 
the  eenspuraey^  which  was  formed  against  Peter  long  before 
ti»  daath  of  the  empress  SUKabeth ;  for  idl  the  BuEopeaa; 
powers^  and  even  Fredemk,  were  afindd  tiiatthe  foolish  plana 
which  he  had  projected,  and  the  campaign  he  had  determined 
upm  m  an  aot  of  revenge  upon?  Dmraark^  would  disturb  tiie 
Milaiioe empower  in  Burope. 

TWaidsa  of  vengeance,  aad  of  the  reeon^esl  of  ihal«  por- 
tisB  of  flttwwisk  and  Sriatoitt  whieb  had  been  smef  by 
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Denmark  in  the  northern  war,  had  been  cherished  by  Peter 
Irom  his  youth  up ;  and  unhappily  all  the  attempts  proved 
failures  which  were  made  whilst  he  was  o:rand-duke,  to  relieve 
him  from  the  jiccuniary  embn  Trap's  mentis  in  which  he  was  in- 
volved by  the  eurtailment  of  ins  duchy.  As  soon,  however,  an 
he  had  ascended  the  throtu  ,  his  most  faithful  friends  auci 
advisers  were  m: able  to  restrain  bini  from  undertaking'  tiiia 
foolish  expedition  against  Denmark  aiul  placin^^Mnmye]!"  at 
its  head.  The  Danes  knew  well  that  a  revolution  would 
break  out  in  Petersburg  as  soon  as  Peter  had  loft  it  ;  although, 
therelbre,  they  (  quipped  an  arinv,  thev  reekoned  iarless  upon 
the  service  of  their  troops  than  upon  the  issue  of  the  cabals  in 
Petersburg.  Meanwhile,  the  liussians,  who,  by  the  permission 
of  Prederick,  liad  remained  behind  in  Prussia  and  Pomerania 
expressly  tor  this  purpose,  began  their  march. 

The  Danish  forces  were  under  the  command  of  the  count 
St.  Germain,  whose  army  took  up  its  position  in  the  ter* 
ritory  of  Mecklenburg,  with  a  view  to  throw  the  burden 
of  its  support  on  their  neighbour  state,  according  to 
the  traditionary  usage  of  those  times.  The  ^Russian  troops 
on  their  advance  from  Fomerania,  had,  in  like  manner,  just 
passed  the  frontiers  of  Mecklenburg ;  but  no  actual  hostile 
ties  took  place,  for  Peter  III.  had  been  d^nrived  of  throne 
and' life  beioiie  tbe^DaneatudtheBiittdaai 
collision. 

Whikii  Peter  busied  himself  day  and  night  wiiih  TetomB, 
and  iDCOBsiderately  disturbed,  altered,  and  tiirew  into  confii*- 
sion  all  exialing  relations, — wh^e  at  tbe  same  time  he  inf 
dniged'  in  a  Germaa  lE^udent's^  or  guard-room  life*  with  his 
officers  and  hia  miitreBS,  Yorontzof,  and  sunk  in  thaae  rade- 
diaaipaidcnfl^  never  suspected  what  was  going  on  around  him, 
— his'  irife  was  following  the  true  bent  of  a  diplomatic  and 
Bussian  life.  Beautiful,  sensual,  and  luxurious,  she  was 
mistress  of  all  the  splendid  qualities  of  her  age  and  sex. 
She  had  long  reached  that  exalted  height  of  genius  at  which  all 
social  virtues  may  be  boldly  despised:  she  never  hesitated  for  a 
moment  to  compass  the  dethronement  of  her  husband,  to  whom 
her  conduct  was  off  ensive,  and  who  had  threatened  to  remove 
her.  She  selected  for  her  companion  and  assistant  in  this 
bold  undertaking,  which  was  not  to  be  accomplished  without 
murder,  the  sister  of  her  husband's  mistress,  the  younger 
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Yorontzof,  who  called  herself  princess  Dashkof,  because  for  a 
shot  I  time  she  had  concluded  a  diplomatic  and  political  mar- 
riage. Catharine's  friend  resembled  her,  as  ner  sister  did 
the  emperor,  in  her  habits  and  morals :  she  enjoyed  life  as 
much,  and  after  the  same  fashion,  as  the  empress,  and  like 
her  was  idolised  by  the  world  and  by  cheaply -bought  men  of 
letters.  In  the  time  of  the  empress  Elizabeth,  Catharine 
had  already  conspired  with  Bestujef  against  her  husband, 
of  wliich  Peter  thought  he  ])0S3es8ed  such  decisive  proofs 
t  hat  he  excepted  the  ex  ( liancellor  from  the  operation  of  the 
general  amnesty  for  political  offences  which  he  proclaimed 
on  his  accession,  and  expressly  declared  this  as  his  reason 
for  the  exception. 

Peter's  conduct  towards  his  wife  is  perhaps  the  clt  arest 
proof  of  that  unsoundness  of  mind  which  was  alw^aya  more 
or  less  perceptible:  now  impelling  him  to  the  adoption 
of  extravnjrnnt  and  senseless  m  ensures,  now  causing  him 
to  fall  into  a  state  of  the  greatest  timidity  and  irresolu- 
tion. Sometimes  he  appeared  wholly  unconcerned  about  her 
private  life,  allow  ed  himself  to  be  deceived  respecting  her 
pregnancy,  paid  iier  debts,  made  her  presents  of  estates,  and 
increased  her  yearly  income;  sonietmies  again  he  threatened 
iier  with  a  cloister,  and  spoke  publicl}'  of  her  conduct  in  the 
strongest  and  coarsest  terms.  Her  brother  Frederick  Au- 
gustus of  Zerbst  was  a  man  of  a  similar  stamp  to  Ins  brother- 
in-law.  He  repaid  the  emperor  in  like  coin  for  his  want 
of  civility  towards  his  wife,  and  his  capricious  return  to  polite- 
ness towards  her.  When  Peter,  out  of  consideration  for  Ca- 
tharine, made  him  the  most  splendid  offers,  he  returned  him  an 
answer  which  no  one  could  repeat  in  decent  society,  but 
which  Gothe,  in  his  "  Gotz  von  Berlichingen,"  has  put  into 
the  mouth  of  his  hero  in  reply  to  the  chief  of  the  empire. 
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CHAPTEE  XXXVII. 

PETXB  m.  DXTHBOSEB  AITD  UVUDZBXD — AOOSSBIOK  OF 

CATHABimS  n. 

■ 

XTiTDBB  these  circumBtaaces,  the  senseless  and  precijpitate 
conduct  of  the  emperor,  the  general  discontent  of  the 
slighted  Bussian  soldiers  and  nobles,  and  the  ill-will  of  the 
dergj  towards  him,  it  conld  be  no  very  difficult  task  for  his 
inoessantlj  active  wife  and  her  splendid  friend  Dashkof 
to  organise  a  couHpiracj  of  bold  and  unscnipulons  par* 
tisans.  The  five  brothers  Orlof  formed  the  centre  of  this 
conspiracy,  among  whom  Gtre^orj  played  the  chief  part.  He 
afterwards  became  the  avowed  lover  of  Catharine ;  but  long 
before  the  death  of  the  empress  Elizabeth  she  had  visited  him 
regularly  by  night,  in  the  small  house  in  which  he  resided  in 
tl^  neigh1>ourhood  of  the  winter  palace.  The  emperor  ex- 
hibited a  degree  of  carelessness  which  astonished  every  one : 
he  listened  to  the  warning  of  no  true  friend.  Even  Munich, 
to  whom  Peter  was  attached,  and  who  would  undoubtedly 
have  saved  him  if  the  emperor  had  put  implicit  confidence  in 
him,  was  unable  to  render  him  any  service.  He  himself 
even  supplied  the  money  which  the  conspirators  used  for  the 
prosecution  of  their  designs  ;  for  at  the  very  time  in  which 
Gregory  Orlof  stood  in  need  of  large  sums  for  bribing  the 
soldiers,  and  neither  he  nor  Catharine  possessed  money  or 
credit,  Peter  suffered  the  military  chest  of  the  artillery, 
which  contained  considerable  sums,  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  this  dissolute  lieutenant. 

The  corniption  ot  the  reginieut  of  Ismailof,  whose  ser- 
vices were  afterwards  used  against  the  emperor,  was  the 
more  easily  effected,  as  it  s  commaiidtT,  Kyrilla  Rasumofsky, 
took  part  with  the  conspirators.  He  was  brother  of  that 
one,  amonc^  all  her  innumerable  favourites,  whom  the  em- 
preas  Elizabeth  made  her  husband ;  Kyrilla,  the  son  of  a  pea- 
sant, was  sent  for  some  short  time  to  Euler  at  Berlin,  and 
then  as  a  young  man  appointed  president  of  the  academy  of 
sciences,  with  the  same  justice  and  propriety  as  he  was  aubse- 
quently  made  hetman  of  the  Cossacks.  He  was  afterwards 
obliged  under  Catharine  to  exchange  the  latter  post  for  one 
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otiatmm  rank,  that  of  a  field-manihaly  though  in  reality  he 
had  never  been  in  eemoe.  The  jprineeaa  Saabkof  was,  more- 
oYcr,  the  soul  of  the  whole  oonspiracy:  she  first  gaii^d  over 
count  Panin,  who  was  i;he  chief  tutor  4»f  the  graad-duke 

Paul,  then  the  attomev-general  Glebof,  although  the  latter 

possessed  the  complete  confidence  of  the  emperor,  aad 
together  with  Voikof  and  Vorontzof  drew  up  and  approyed 

of  all  those  ordinances  which  were  published  in  his  name. 

The  conspirators  had  at  first  no  fixed  plan.  They  were  so 
imprudent  as  not  only  to  postpone  the  execution  of  their 
purpose  from  one  period  till  another,  but  tliev  uunle  so  little 
secret  of  the  whole  affair,  that  Volkoi',  the  Prusyiaii  ambas- 
sador G-oli^,  colonel  von  Budberg,  whom  ihey  sou^^ht  to  gain 
over  to  their  eause  as  the  commander  of  a  recfimeat,  Gudo- 
vitch,  and  even  the  king  of  Prussia  himself,  warned  the 
unfortunate  emperor  of  what  was  about  to  be  atteaipted. 
Peter  had  aunk  at  that  tirae  from  the  morbid  and  restless 
activity  displayed  during  the  first  weeks  of  his  government, 
into  an  inconceivable  degree  of  apathy  and  supineness.  He 
despised  every  w^arniug  ;  whilst  the  conspirators  carefully 
spread  the  report  that  he  was  determined  to  send  his  wife 
and  his  son,  the  grand- duke  Paul,  into  a  cloister,  and  to 
marry  the  countess  Vorontzof,  who  was liying  with  him  ia  his 
palace,  and  was  now  pregnant. 

Aecording  to  the  moat  trustworthy  printed  reports,  the 
(  Duspirators  at  first  wished  to  wait  till  tlie  emperor  had 
departed  trom  Pett  rsburg,  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
army,  and  begun  t  lie  expedition  a  "gainst  Denmark.  If  this 
were  really  the  case  their  caleulMtions  were  very  foolisli,  and 
chance  led  them  to  adopt  a  much  wiser  course,  if  tbelbrmer 
plan  had  been  pursued,  Catliarine  indeed  would  have  had 
the  advnntago  of  not  neediin;  to  take  upon  herself  the  crime 
of  murdering  lier  husband,  ;ind  been  spared  the  necessity  of 
appearini;  publicly  at  the  head  of  a  band  of  bloody  and  reck- 
less conspirators  :  all  that,  however,  she  regarded  but  little, 
as  she  was  tar  exalted  above  those  feelings  of  remorse  or 
shame  which  influence  ordinary  minds.  In  this  case  Catha- 
rine could  have  remained  behind  the  scenes,  as  the  chief 
actors  in  such  political  tragedies  are  accustomed  to  do,  until 
the  piece  had  been  played  oat^  and  then,  washing  her  hands 
oa  iimoo0Bcy,. die  might  iuvre  leaped  the  . b^ 
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mities  which  were  perpetrated,  and  have  entitled  herself  to 
the  gratitude  and  thanks  of  the  world  for  the  restoration  of 
order.  This,  however,  could  not  be  done,  and  sho  was  ob- 
liged to  come  forward  in  open  day  in  the  capital  us  an  exciter 
of  sedition  and  treason,  as  the  tool  of  the  five  ruffianly  bro- 
thers Orlof,  and  as  the  companion  of  such  villains  iis  Passck 
and  Bibikof,  and  of  robbeis  and  bandits  such  as  the  ir^ied- 
montese  Odart. 

Peter  was  passinjr  his  time  in  his  country-house,  thirty 
miles  from  Petersburg;  and  at  the  very  moment  in  whicn 
the  plot  was  ripe  for  execution,  was  conducting  him- 
self with  all  the  obstinacy  of  an  insane  man.  "When  he 
received  secret  but  certain  intelligence  of  all  that  his  wife 
and  the  Orlofs  were  preparing  to  execute,  he  showed  no 
energy.  He  did  not  order  the  Oriois  to  be  immediately 
arrested,  and  his  wife  at  least  to  be  summoned  to  his  pre- 
sence, but  remained  quietly  in  Oranienbaum,  and  direct  a 
watch  to  be  kept  upon  the  movements  of  the  conspirators  by 
a  miserable  gambler  and  spendthrift  named  Persiliof,  who 
was  actually  gained  over  to  the  cause  of  his  enemies.  For- 
tune did  everything  possible  for  his  deliverance ;  but  he  him- 
self perversely  frustrated  every  means  of  escape  or  triuraph 
which  the  course  of  eventa  preseiited  to  him.  He  finally 
seceived  a  fosmaL  judkial  aotiee,  and  atiil  treated  the  affair 
jw  df  it  were  one  requirmg  Jio  expeditioQy  or  whidi  lad  xefer- 
ence  to  events  of  inferior  moment  alone. 

The  rude  Busnan  Paoeek  had  boastod  of  the  conspiracy  in 
a  fit  of  drunkemieBa:  4ia  aoosaaldon  was  brought  against  him 
'  before  the  court  of  lik  regiment  on  the  8th  (I9th  N.S.)  of 
JduljT,  ^aad  an  incaationB  question  put  by  one  of  his  compa- 
aions  immediate^  preired  to  lemailo^  ihe  captain  of  ike 
guards,  that  they  were  endeavouring  to  gain  over  the  troops. 
Both  these  facts  were  immediate^  'Communicated  to  Peter; 
Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  emperor  allowed  the  conspira- 
tors time  to  anticipate  the  impending  disooverj.  He  had 
indeed  caused  .Pawaek  .to  be  arrested  the  same  evening ; 
bat  instead  of  proceeding  idtreet  to  Petenbuzg  he  lemained 
quietly  in  Oramenbaum,  and  postponed  a  more  minute  inves- 
tigation of  l^e  afikir  till  after  the  feaat  of  St.  Peter  and  St. 
PauL  The  conspiraten^  howearov,  j£d  not  wait  .ibr  the  expi« 
sabiMvaf  Ae  tune* 
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The  Orlofs  and  Ba^hkof,  whose  live?  were  staked  i]])Qn  the 
cast,  in  some  Tnc  asurp  compelled  Catliariiie  to  give  the  signal 
for  the  rising.  Catharine  was  at  that  time  in  Petersliof; 
Bibikof  and  Alexis  Orl of  were  sent  thither  iit  midiiin^ht  bv 
Dashkof  and  Gregor\  Orlnf  to  conduct  her  into  the  city, 
whither  in  the  mean  tune  those  companies  of  tho  guards 
which  had  been  gained  over  had  been  brought.  Catharine 
reached  the  city  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  tlie 
9th  (20th  N.S.)  of  July,  and  immediately  called  upon  the 
guards  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  herself,  witnout  its 
erer  having  occurred  to  any  one  to  ask  what  right  the  prin- 
cess of  Anhalt  Zerbst  had  to  the  throne  of  Bussia?*"  For 
the  purposes  of  the  conspiracy,  the  semces  of  two  old  ia« 
▼ountes  of  the  empress  Elisabeth,  who  were  in  other  respects 
insignificant  perspns,  were  employed — these  were  Basumofsky 
and  Shuvalot.  Under  the  preceding  reign  these  men  had 
appeared  so  long  and  in  such  a  ^lendid  position  near  the 
throne,  that  by  doing  homage  to  Catharine  on  this  occasion, 
they  stamped  some  degree  of  propriety  upon  the  cause  of  the 
usurpation  in  the  eyes  of  a  people  like  the  Bussians,  among 
whom  arbitrarr  assumption  is  really  and  serioush^  regarded 
as  right.  Before  the  emperor  was  informed  of  what  was 
passing  in  Petersburg,  as  early  ns  between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock,  this  atrocious  crime  and  rebellion  ^vas  sanctified  by 
religion,  and  the  new  empress  consecrated.  The  archbishop 
of  Novgorod,  who  performed  the  ceremony,  was  careful,  after 
the  priestly  feuhion,  to  preserve  some  appearance  of  justice 
in  the  transaction,  and  he  proclaimed  Catharine  in  the  cathe* 
dral  merely  as  the  regent  and  guardian  of  her  son.  But 
in  the  same  mcmient  as  this  was  taking  place  in  the  church, 
the  Orlofs  and  Dashkof  caused  her  to  be  proclaimed  empress 

*  Decorated  with  the  insignia  of  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  and  the 

uniform  of  the  guards,  which  she  had  borrowed  for  the  occasion  of  n, 
very  young  officer,  iianu  d  Talitzin,  she  rode  on  horseback  through  the 
ranks  with  princess  Dasiikof,  who  was  also  in  uniform.  A  young^ 
ensign  of  the  regiment  of  hone-giiards,  pefoelTiiig  that  Catharine  had 
no  plmne  in  her  hat,  lode  up  to  ofBeat  her  his.  This  was  Potemkiii, 
who  was  then  only  sixteen.  The  horse  on  which  he  was  mounted, 
being  accustomed  to  form  into  the  squadron,  was  some  time  before  he 
could  be  brouc-bt  to  quit  the  side  of  that  of  her  majesty,  thereby  affbrrT- 
ing  her  an  opportunity  of  remarking,  for  the  first  time,  the  grace  and 
agility  of  him  wbo^  in  the  sequel,  gained  such  an  aseendsiugr  over  her. 
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in  her  own  right  before  the  ^church,  and  the  arcTibishop's 
voice  was  reckoned  as  nothing.  Eiit  even  on  this  occasion, 
and  in  Petersburg,  all  did  not  pro\'e  ikithless  or  venal.  Bud- 
hev'^  and  otliers  offered  a  noble  resistance,  wliicli  indeed 
proved  vain,  and  Bressan  would  have  saved  tbe  emperor  if 
the  latter  had  been  capable  of  forming  any  determinate 
resolution  in  this  decisive  moment,  or  been  accessible  to  the 
admonitions  of  prudence  and  wisdom. 

At  the  very  moment  when  the  troops  which  were  then  in 
Petersburg,  and  the  senate  also,  pronounced  the  deposition 
of  Peter  III.,  who  of  all  others  knew  least  of  what  was 
passing  in  the  capital^  nothing  was  leally  lost.  Munich, 
Vorontzof,  Trubetzkoi,  and  the  younger  Shuvalofi  were  all 
with  him  in  Oranienbaum,  men  able  and  willing  to  fler^e 
him;  the  whole  empire  was  yet  open  to  him,  and  would 
have  acknowledged  him  as  its  emperor;  the  fleet  and  the 
whole  of  the  army  destined  against  Denmark  were  yet 
unebrrapted,  and  therefore  it  was  that  his  enemies  took  so 
much  pains  to  cut  him  off  from  all  communications  with  the 
capital.  Catharine  caused  all  the  roads  leading  from  Peters- 
burg to  Oranienbaum  and  Petershof  to  be  immediately 
occupied,  especially  the  Kalinka  bridge ;  but  Peter's  faithful 
servant  had  anticipated  her.  Bressan  of  Monaco  had  come 
to  Petersburg  as  a  hairdresser;  Peter  III.  had  favoured 
him,  and  conferred  upon  him  rank  and  office,  and  lie  now 
remained  true  to  his  protector  and  patron  in  his  misfortune, 
and  sent  him  a  careful  messenger,  who  succeeded  in  passing 
over  the  Kalinka  bridge  at  the  very  moment  in  which  it  was 
taken  possession  of  by  the  troops.  This  messenger  met 
Peter  at  Petershof^  whither  he  had  come  to  seek  for  nis  wife 
but  had  not  found  her,  and  gave  him  Bressan*s  note.  Prom 
this  moment  the  unfortunate  emperor,  who  had  previously 
shown  some  distraction  of  mino,  lost  the  Uttle  courage 
and  understanding  which  up  to  this  time  be  had  possessed. 
Such  courtierB  as  Yorontzof,  Trubetzkoi,  and  Shuvalof  did 
not  delay  to  seek  pretences  for  going  to  Petersbur|f,  where 
thqr  assumed  an  aar  of  neutrality,  and  apparently  in  arrest 
awaited  the  issue.  Munich  remained,  and  even  then  would 
have  saved  the  emperor,  if  the  latter  luid  placed  implicit  con- 
fidence in  him,  or  given  him  unconditional  powers. 

Peter  afterwards  delayed  in  Petershof  without  coming  to 
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nmf  iti^tttion,  or  issuiDg  mT  definite  ori&m^  till  Mi* 
emmtB  had  taken  aU  their  measures  iu  Petersburg;  mmt 
imnmi  commaiuk  ta  col  off  hifiigyi  m  «tt  dimtioii^  md 
ABfri90  him  of  every  place  of  relugair   The  rra^^rr  of  cw» 
spirators  did  not  fail  to  hare  reco«n»  to  oificial  hem  tmk 
Bopktrtiy  also,  and  a  lying-  manifesto  mm  pnfeliahed  mpec^ 
in^  the  re^tihitian,  in  irhich  nligioiii,  wm  vmd  bb  a  rindr 
With  all  the  recklessness  of  erime,  the  peace  which  IMht 
hfld  eoBchided  with  ¥tedtKiA  of  Frnssia,  and  n^h  never- 
tMsM  the  new  eropnw  nunedkteiT  aftmnivdi  i  ■■liiiinwl, 
was  asiigaed  as  a  Mason  for  the  depositioo  of  tlietaiiipaior.* 
VUtt  Petev       filed  with  alami,  and  haritabsd  as  to  faia 
oeona,  ^  eonsphpators  had  issued  coiawndB  to  Urn  nrmf, 
aad  eat  off  all  cornmnnkatioa  witii  Narva;  they  seat:  ta 
Omatadt  to  seeuze  the  fleets  and  atnaaiated  tiw  aiddieaa^  - 
especiany  the  giisrdS)  to  the  hogfaest  dmfceof  lajjie*  Emi 
the  foreign  omikrteia  assisted  m  giving  glory  to  this  IriuBBfib 
over  the  vnfortaaate  Peter:  they  cdmbrntad  this  hsiiiHa 
xendotion  ia  a  way  which  was  quite-  wevthrr  ef  the  evsn^ 
and  of  the  nide  add  brutal  people  who  eoaU  njoiee  ia  aodh 
eveata» — titej  esiiaed  biandy  to  be  diatribvted  to  the  mob  at 
their  doom.  At  the  dose  of  this  di^  of  eager  and  inesssaBt 
activity,  9th  (aOfeh  KSi)  of  July,  Catbiuniie  set  oat  aboutniiie 
o*do€k  in  the^  eveaing,  at  the  iiead  of  fifteen  thousand  men, 
to  PMershof,  in  order  to  iubdiie  by  fbvoe  her  good-natured 
and  weak  husband,  if  he  ventured  mistanee  with  the  six 
hundred  Holstein  troops  and  the  few  Bussians  by  whom  lie 

Imaanidi  as  Hiit  naiiifciior  has*  the  advaatase  of  UMit  fliniiir 
doeoawnts  in  being  short,  ayc  shall  here  insert  its.  optadng: — All 

true  sons  of  Russia  have  elear^  porccivrd  the  dnngcrs  ^vith  which 
the  empire  is  tlireateiied.  Tn  the  first  place,  the  foundations  of  our 
orthodox  Greek  Church  have  been  shaken,  and  its  principles  have  beCT 
exposed  te  imxainent  deftmctioii).  m  that  thtaewaa  great  aeaaoa<to 
fem  that  that  syiteat  vdach  has  from  old  reigned  in  Boaeia  thoold  be 
aboliafaed,  and  a  aew  niUsion  introduced.  In  the  second  place,  the 
hononr  of  the  Russian  empire,  whieh  has  been  gained  and  founded  hy 
the  loss  of  so  m^ieh  hlood,  find  hy  so  many  glorious  victories,  has  been 
really  trodden  under  toot  iJw  peace  laubf  concluded  with  her  buterest 
enemy,  and  at  the  lame  time  the  iatcsnal  oenatf  tatloB  apoa  vUdi  the 
well-beii^  and  solidity  of  our  country  rest,  completefy  destroyed^" 
And  then  follows  what  is  usually  apx)ended  in  every  case  of  atrocious 
crime,  bceause  no  one  willingly  name?'  the  devil  as  hia  alljrj— ""Gi- 
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was  sarrounded  in  OranienbanmL  She  paisad  the  night  htit 
way  hetween  Petershof  and  Petersburg. 

Nieitber  Munich  imt  Gudovitch  bad  in  the  Biean  time  been 
able  to  induce  the  evpmr  to  come  to  any  rational  decisixm. 
Had  he  immediateij  ^9mm  in  person  to  Cronstadt,  the  fleet 
vould  have  been  in  bis  power,  but  be  delayed  and  hesitated, 
and  thoc  adjutant  whom  he  at  lengtk  aent  either  behared 
ifith  ^reat  want  of  prudence,  or  even  pxared  treacherous, 
and  did  nothing'  till  the  adniral  sent  from  Petersburg  haiL 
asnred  and  taken  posseasioii  of  the  fleet  in  the  name  amd. 
loMleF  tiie  ocders  of  the  new  empreia.  Peter  went  a£toi^ 
wards  in  person  to  Cronstadt,  but  it  was  too  late ;.  and  even 
in.  titts  decisive  moment  be  had  not  themolution  or  cotu*age 
to  follow  the  adfioe  of  Munich,  who  urged  him  to  despise 
the  threats  of  the  sentinels  who  forbade  him  to  land,  told 
him  they  would  not  venture  to  fire  upon  bin,  and  that  he 
oxight  to  land  and  conduct  himaelf  like  an  emperor.  In  his 
dimiay,  Peter  III.  would  consent  to  nothing  but  flight,  and 
ran  to  bide  hiaaaeif  in  the  cabin  of  the  yacht,  among  the 
tBErifled  women.  Tkey  did  not  evea  give  th^selves  time 
to  taise  the  anchor;  \mt  cut  the  cable,  and  went  off  by  the 
use  of  their  eeaee. 

Vhea  the  yadits  were  at  aome  distanee  from  the  port, 
1  he  men  rested  on  their  oars.  It  was  a  fine  night ;  and 
Munich  and  Gudovitch  sat  on  deck^  in  noumful  silence. 
The  ateenman  went  down  into  the  cabin^  to  the  czar,  for  his 
inatriietions.  Peter  ordered  Munich  to  be  called^  and  said 
to  biniy  ^  Field-marshal,  I  perabe  that  I  waa  toe  late  in 
following  your  advice ;  but  you  aee  to  what  extremities  I  am 
reduced.  ToOy  who  have  escaped  from  so  many  dangers, 
tell  me,  I  beseech'  you,  what  I  oi^t  to  do."—**  Proceed 
immediately  to  join  iche  squadron  ai  Bevel/'  said  Mimiek; 
**  there  take  a  ahip,  go  on  to  Pomei»iiiay  put'  youiaelf  atthe 
head  of  joiar  army^  return  to  BuaaiOy  and  I  promise  you, 
that  in  biz  weeka  Petersburg  and  all  the  rest,  of  the  empiae 
will  be  jDi  subjeetion  to  you." 

The  women  and  tiie  courtiers,  as  if  tliey  had  come  to  an 
agreement  to  ruin  the,unfartnnato  Peter,  began  directly  to 
cry  cut  that  the  rowers  would  never  have  strengtli  enough 
to- reach  BeveL  *^  WeU,  then,"  replied  Hunicb,  we  will  all 
nm  with,  them."   Bat  audi  generoQ»  ooonaci  oei^  not  be 
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agreeable  to  thia  timid  or  treadieroiiB  court.  Thejr  ahud- 
dered  at  it,  and  ned  mtk  each  other  in  asaunn^  .the 
emperor  that  hie  dang^  was  hot  so  great  aa  he  imagined ; 
that  Ckithaiine  only  wanted  to  come  to  an  accommodation 
with  him,  and  that  it  was  far  better  to  negotiate  than  to 
fight.  The  imbecale  prince  yidded  to  these  representaticHis, 
and  gave  orders  to  the  pilot  to  make  for  Oranienbaum. 

It  was  four  in  the  moming  (10th  of  July)  when  they 
reached  that  place.  Some  of  the  emperor's  domestics,  in 
great  alarm,  came  to  receive  him.  He  commanded  them  not 
to  divulge  the  news  of  his  return,  shut  himself  up  in  his 
apartment,  strictly  forbidding  any  person  to  be  admitted, 
and  secretly  wrote  two  cowardly  and  supplicatory  letters  to 
his  wife,  to  neither  of  which  she  sent  any  answer. 

At  ten  o'clock  he  came  out  with  a  countenance  tolerably 
calm  and  serene.  Those  of  his  llolstein  guards  who  were 
come  back  to  OraniLMibauin,  ran  and  surrounded  him,  shed- 
ding tears  of  aftection  and  joy.  They  kissed  Ina  hands,  era- 
braced  Ids  knees,  pressed  him  to  march  them  against  the 
army  of  tlie  empress,  and  solemnly  swore  that  they  were  all 
ready  to  a  man  to  sacrifice  their  lives  in  defence  of  his.  Old 
IMunich  seized  this  occasion  once  more  to  exhort  Peter  to 
make  a  bold  stand  in  his  own  defence.  But  the  marshal's 
persuasions  had  no  more  effect  on  the  czar  than  the  noble 
devotedness  of  his  Holstein  troops. 

From  what  has  been  already  stated,  and  from  what  follows, 
it  will  be  evident  that  Peter  was  neither  worthy  nor  capable 
of  conducting  the  government  of  a  great  empire,  and  that 
sooner  or  later  he  must  have  been  removed  from  his  office ; 
but  tlie  manner  in  which  his  deposition  was  effected  was  not 
therefore  the  less  detestable  and  cruel.  It  is  maddening  to 
read,  that  his  wife  and  her  Orlofs  behaved  to  this  poor 
prince  with  more  barbarity  and  cruelty  than  Louis  XVI. 
endured  from  the  Sans-culottes  in  Paris,  upon  whom  the 
whole  world  and  Catharine  herself  called  down  the  vengeance 
of  Heaven,  and  whose  names  are  still  spoken  of  with  detesta- 
tion. Tet  the  Pnrisians  at  least  reproached  Louis  XYI. 
with  haviuLi:  broken  his  oath,  which  no  one  alleged  against 
Peter.  The  new  empress  received  her  husband's  first  letter 
just  as  she  was  attendiui,^  service  in  the  convent  of  St. 
iSergiusy  without  thinking  of  the  words  of  Isaiah  to  the 
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Jews,  "  When  yo  make  many  prayers  I  will  not  hear ;  your 
hands  are  full  of  blood."  To  this  first  letter  she  gave  no 
reply.  When  she  arrived  at  Petershof  she  received  a 
secondy  which  she  handed  over  to  Orlof,  whom  she  com- 
missioned to  treat  with  its  bearer  respecting  the  honour  and 
life  of  her  husband.  The  bearer  of  the  letter  was  Ismailof, 
who  enjoyed  the  complete  confidence  of  the  unfortunate 
Peter :  he  now  accepted  the  empress's  silverlings  and  be- 
trayed him. 

The  agreement  entered  into  between  Catharine  and 
Orlof  on  the  one  part,  and  Ismailof  on  the  other,  was  as 
follows : — If  lie  was  able  to  prevail  upon  Peter  to  sign  a 
document  in  which  lie  should  declare  himself  unworthy  and 
incapable  to  rule,  he  should  receive  a  fixed  sum  of  money ; 
but  if  lie  delivered  up  the  person  of  the  unfortimate  emperor 
himself,  then  he  was  to  receive  the  rank  of  a  general,  the 
order  of  Alexander  Nevsky,  several  thousand  peasants,  and 
a  pension  of  twenty  thousand  roubles."  He  did  both,  and 
received  the  stipulated  price.  The  completion  of  the 
treachery  was  as  scandalous  as  the  treating  respecting  it. 
Ismailof  ret  imed  to  Oranienbaum,  attended  by  a  single 
servant.  The  czar  had  then  with  him  his  Holstein  guurd, 
consisting  of  six  hundred  men.  These  he  ordered  to  keep 
at  a  distance,  and  shut  himself  up  with  the  chamberlain, 
who  exhorted  him  to  abandon  iiis  troops  and  to  repair  to  the 
empress,  assuring  him  that  he  would  be  well  received,  and 
would  obtain  of  her  all  that  he  wished*  Peter  hesitated  for 
some  time:  but  Ismailof  telling  him  that  he  must  make  no 
delay,  for  that  his  life  was  in  &nger,  he  followed  the  advice 
of  the  traitor*  Ismailof  then  helped  him  into  a  carriage  with 
the  countess  Yorontzof  and  Gudovitch,  and  thej  drove  to 
Petershof.  On  stepping  out  of  the  carriage  there,  his 
mistress  was  carried  off  by  the  soldiers,  who  tore  off  her 
riband,*  with  which  princess  Dashkof,  her  sister,  was  almost 
instantly  decorated.  His  general  aide-de*camp  Gudovitch 
was  likewise  insulted ;  but  he  preserved  the  utmost  tran* 
quillity  of  mind,  and  in  a  d  manner  reproached  the. 

rebels  with  their  insolence  and  treason. 

The  czar  was  led  up  the  grand  staircase.    There  the 

*  It  has  been  by  some  alleged  that  it  was  princess  Dashkof  herself 
that  pulled  it  off. 
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attendants  stripped  him  of  the  inarks  of  ]m  order;  they 
took  off  liis  clothes :  and,  on  ransnckinii;  the  pockets,  found, 
several  diamonds  and  pieces  of  jewellery.  After  he  bad 
remained  there  some  time  in  his  shirt,  and  liarefoot,  a  butt 
to  the  outraizes  of*  an  insolent  soldierv,  they  threw  over  him 
an  old  morniii  ^r-gown,  aixd  shut  him  up  alone  in  a  room,  with 
A  guard  at  the  door. 

Count  Panin,  being  sent  by  the  empress,  was  admitted  to 
the  czar,  and  had  a  long  conference  with  him.  He  told  him 
that  her  majesty  would  not  long  keep  him  m  confinement, 
but  send  him  into  Holstein  according  to  his  own  request. 
To  this  promise  he  added  «eyeral  others,  probably  without 
the  design  of  keeping  my.  He  concluded  his  visit  by  making 
him  write  the  following  drclaration,  and  sign  it  as  duke  of 
Holstein: — During  the  »hort  space  of  my  absolute  reign 
over  the  empire  of  l^ussia,  I  became  sensible  that  I  was  not 
Able  .to  support  so  great  a  burden,  and  that  mj  abiUties  "wero 
mok  equal  to  tlie  task  of  gmming  so  great  an  eroraie,  either 
«8  a  BOTereiffa,  or  in  any  other  capacity  whaterer.  l  alBo 
Sareatm  the  great  troubles  which  must  thence  have  vriseD, 
and  liave  been  followed  ^with  the  total  ruin  of  the  erafcre, 
and  my  own  eternal  disgrace.  After  having  thei*efore  sm- 
omly  reflected  thereon,  I  declare,  without  eonstralDt,  and  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  to  the  Bussian  empire,  and  to  the 
«lia&e  universe,  that  X  for  ever  renounce  the  government  of 
the  said  empire,  newt  desiring  hereafter  to  reign  therein, 
leither  as  an  ahsollate  sovereign,  or  under  any  other  form  of 
ffovemment;  never  wishing  to  aspire  thereto,  to  use  any 
means,  <lf  airy  sort,  for  that  purpose.  As  a  pledge  of  whiefa, 
J  Bwear  smcerely,  before  God  and  all  the  world,  to  this  pre- 
eent  renunciation,  written  and  signed  this  20feh  «f  Jme, 
O.S.,  1762." 

Hjmng  obtained  this  istal  act,  count  Tmda  left  him  ;  and 
Peter  seemed  to  enjoy  a  greater  -composure  of  mind,  in  tiie 
evenmg,  howem,  an  officer,  irith  a  strong  escort,  came  and 
conveyed  him  a  prisoner  to  Soptdia^  a^small  imperial  palaoe^ 
at  the  distance  of  about  twenty  yersts  from  Petersliof.  Unn 
was  a  revolution  of  such  immeiwe  importance  efieoted  in«nm 
day,  and  without  shedding  a  single  4lrop  of  blood.  The 
unfortunate  emperor  enjoyed  the  powei;,  of  which  he  had 
made  so  imprudent  and  impolitic  an  use,  no  longer  ithfiUBK 
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months ;  and  his  wife,  without  any  bereditary  title,  became 
sovereign  mistress  of  the  empire.  Peter's  crime  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Eussians  was,  that  he  was  too  German ;  bis  clever 
wife,  who  was  evm  less  fustian  thnn  be,  bad  tbe  art  to 
persuade  the  aation  that  she  was  tbe  very  incarnation  of 
its  own  ^rit.  "  Bleed  me,"  she  said,  one  day  to  ber  surgeon, 
Meed,  me,  that  not  a  drop  of  German  Uood  may  xemam  in 
mj  vems.' 

Immedialiely  on  this  se^olution  a  number  of  msnifeetoeB 
appeared,  in  wbicb  tbe  conduct  of  tbe  late  csar  was  BOviBvelv 
oendemmed,  the  weakness  of  his  penonal  character  ezpoBeOy 
end  deeigns  of  the  blackest  kind,  even  that  of  murderiog  hai 
eoneort,  attributed,  to  him.  Those  manifeitoes  were,  moce- 
over^  filled  with  the  strongest  declarations  of  affection  fhom 
tite  empress  to  the  subjects  of  Eussia,  of  iQgard  to  their 
interests,  and  of  attachment  to  their  religion  ;  and  they  ere 
^ell^ed  with  sneh  unaffected  and  fervent  straine  of  pietj,  ee 
must  needs  prove  eztremelj  edifying  to  those  who  are  ac- 
^Muniied  with  tbe  sentuneBte  of  pure  religion  bj  wliioh 
great  piinces  are  gviendly  mimated  en  oeoeeioDB  of  thie 
IMlture. 

Oatbarine  slept  that  night  at  Fd;ersbof^  no  longer  aejaeap- 
im^  but  as  absoli^  sovereign.  Tbe  day  following,  sne 
reodivcd  at  her  levee  the  homages  of  the  principal  nobility, 
who  had  jotaed  ber  the  foregoing  eventng,  and  thoae  of 
the  oouEtiees  and  ladies  who  came  faeom  Qranienhanm. 
Among  these  were^  the  father,  tbe  brother,  md  eeTOEal  other 
seietume  of  princeBa  Bariike^  whe,  on  beholding  tbem  proe- 
tmte  before  the  empreee^  eaid^ "  Madam^  pardo&  mj  iam^. 
Yen  know  that  I  hm  nacrifiead  them  to  yoa«"  Catheouee 
•ooiMnanded  theoi  to  nee,  and  gave  them  her  hand  to  l^ai. 

iHTiiiwhel  ICunieh  also  presented  hiouielf  before  her,  to 
irfiom,  ae  eeen  «b  her  majeity  peeceived  him,  eke  called 
ahmd-; — Bield^akaniihal,  it  was  70a  then  who  wanted  to 
Jght  mef* — ^^^Tesj.aBadam/'  .answered  Munich,  in  «  foan 
•and  manlj  tone;  conUL  I  do  leis  for  the  pnaoe  who  de- 
limed  note  froea  oaptivily  P  Bat  it  ia  bmerforward  my  dulf 
to  Aght  for  Ton;  end  you  wall  find  in  me  a  fidelity  e^neiiliD 
that  with 'whieh  I  had  devoted  my  serriees  to  him.** 

In  the  ftfifcemoon,  the  vietMtoits  Cathanne  retnniei  to 
Jitagnbiirg.  Her  enjvjr  wee  truly ^umpbaslt.  She  fine«eti 
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liorsebaek,  preccnlprl  or  followed  by  the  chiefs  of  the  conspi- 
racy. The  ^\  hole  army  v.  as  crowned  witli  wrcatlis  of  oak  ; 
tlie  sliouts  of  joy  and  the  applauses  of  the  populace  mingled 
with  those  of  tlie  soldiers.  Tlie  crowd  Ibrined  into  lines  for 
the  empress,  and  she  con dosceudiiigly  gave  them  her  hand  to 
kiss,  as  she  passed  along.  A  great  number  of  priests  were 
assembled  on  the  bccasion  about  the  avenues  of  the  palace  ; 
and  as  she  rode  through  their  ranks,  she  stooped  down  to 
salute  the  cheeks  of  the  principal  clergj,  while  they  were 
kissing  her  hand. 

Por  some  days  after  her  return  to  the  impenal  residence, 
her  majesty  eontiiiaed  to  show  herself  to  the  multitude  with 
great  con&scension.  She  knew  how  easy  it  is  to  gain  the 
applauses  of  the  populace.  She  went  to  the  senate,  and 
h^bd  seTCral  causes  tried  befotf^  her.  She  then  held  her 
court  with  a  graceful  and  easj^  dij^ity,  that  effaced  the 
remembrance  of  the  sudden  revolution  that  had  just  placed 
her  on  the  throne.  The  foreign  ministers  had  audiences  of 
congratulation;  and  she  received  them  with  a  particular 
address  to  each  in  the  moat  flattering  terms. 

Her  first  care  was  to  have  prince  Ivan  conveyed  from  the 
house  to  which  Peter  IIL  had  conveyed  him,  and  to  send 
him  back  to  Schlusaelburg.  She  next  proceeded  to  beatow 
magnificent  rewards  on  the  principal  actors  in  the  revolt. 
Panin  was  made  prime  minister ;  the  Orlofs  received  the  title 
■of  count ;  and  the  favourite  Gregory  Orlof  was  appointed 
lieutenant-general  of  the  Bussian  armies,  and  knight  of  St. 
Alexander  Nevsky,  the  second  order  of  the  empire.  Several 
officers  of  the  guards  were  promoted.  Four-and^twenty  of 
them  obtained  considerable  estates,  with  some  thousands  of 
boors.  The  finances  were  insufficient  to  give  anything  to 
the  soldiers  but  brandy  and  beer:  these  were  distributed 
among  them;  and  Catharine  behaved  to  them  with  the 
greatest  affiibility.  At  times  she  even  put  herself  under  con- 
straint in  order  not  to  disoblige  them.  Three  days  subset 
quent  to  the  revolution  a  drunken  soldier  dreamea^tmt  the 
em  press  was  carried  off.  He  rose  up,  ran  about  the  banracksy 
everywhere  spreading  alarm,  crying  out  that  the  Hcdstraiem 
and  the  Fnu»ianB  had  got  possession  of  the  empreas.  The 
regiment  immediately  took  up  arms,  ran  to  the  palace,  and 
loudly  insisted  on  aedng  her  majesty.  The  hetmaa  Bazu- 
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mofskr,  having  learned  the  cause  of  this  tumult,  appeared  at 
a  window,  assured  them  that  the  empress  was  not  carried 
off,  and  that  after  the  disturbaneea  and  fatigues  she  had 
undergone  for  some  days,  she  was  now  reposing  in  peace 
rand  security*  But  the  soldiers  refused  to  believe  him,  and 
hegan  to  renew  their  clamours  mt\i  redoubled  violence. 
The  hetman  now  went  to  the  chamber  of  the  sovereign, 
caused  her  to  be  awaked ;  and  prayed  her  not  to  be 
frightened.  "  You  know  that  I  am  frightened  at  nothing/^ 
she  answered,  boldly ;  "but  what  is  the  matter?" — "The 
soldiers  imagine  that  you  are  not  here :  they  insist  upon 
seeing  you.'* — "  Well,  they  must  be  satisfied,**  she  replied ; 
and  immediately  rose  up,  dressed  herself,  called  for  her 
carriage,  and  gave  orders  to  drive  to  the  Xasanskoi  church. 
On  her  way  the  soldiers  surrounded  her  carriage,  interro- 
gating each  other:  *'Is  that  indeed  the  empress?  Is  that 
indeed  our  mother  Being  come  to  the  church,  Catharine 
showed  herself  to  them,  harangued  them,  thanked  them  for 
their  solicitude,  and  dismissed  them  highly  satisfied. 

She  made  a  point  of  showing  clemency  towards  the  officers 
and  Mends  of  the  emperor ;  and  though  some  of  them  were 
forbid  the  court,  not  one  was  deprived  of  his  property  or  his 
Itfe*  Only  Gudovitch,  the  aide-de-camp-general,  Yolkof, 
and  Milganof,  were  imprisoned.*  Countess  Yorontzoi^  who 
at  first  mid  been  treated  rudely  by  the  soldiers,  was  sent  to 


expressly  forbade  a  repetition  of  the  like  affironts.  She  was 
afterwaras  mled  for  some  time  to  a  village  one  thousand 
versts  beyond  Moscow. 

The  most  zealous  partisans  of  Catharine  were  meanwhile 
not  without  uneasiness.  Some  regiments  murmured,  and 
began  to  repent  the  part  they  had  acted  against  their  lawful 
sovereign.  The  people,  who  easily  pass  from  rage  to  com- 
passion, now  pitied  the  fate  of  this  unfortunate  prince. 
They  forgot  his  defects  and  caprices  in  the  recollection  of  his 
amiable  qualities,  and  his  sad  reverse  of  fortune.  The  sailors 
east  it  in  the  teeth  of  the  guards  that  they  had  sold  their 
master  for  brandy  and  beer.   A  great  number  of  the  towns- 

*  They  wore  all  afterwards  liberated;  the  two  last-named  received 
lucrative  appointments ;  Gudovitch  alone  would  accept  nothing  tcom 
the  murderess  of  his  sovereign. 


the  houie  of  the  senator 


and  the  empress 
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pople  wk>  1i«d  been  eioBedkgly  aofcwe  in  tlie  huiiiinwB^  'mui 
ioiMest  in  iheir  eseeratioBB  af  Pete,  wero  jidw  aeised  witii 
ttmnxeBOf  xdA  jmnegvted  the  safEienngs  whi^  ihef  lad  lmii|jbt 
upon  their  nmnarck.  Bafc  among  the  guazds  me  mm  tm* 
timents  dis^jed  tiieaaseilreB  in  a  still  mote  Tiolent  unner : 
nnmbeni  or  the  aoldieiBy  xepentinff  of  their  abonnnaUe 
tMMon,  for  in  that  light  thej  new  heh^  their  Ue  helui- 
viour,  ezpieiaed  their  reaenfement  against  their  Moooqdiees 
in  the  moit  abusive  temi^  imputing  to  their  bad  adme  the 
crim^  into  which  they  bad  been  led.  lEron  wooda  tingr 
proceeded  to  blows^  and^en  to  inurdar.  Though  tiaacan^^ 
out  the  re^olutton  no  blood  had  bi&erto  be^  wed,  setwal 
were  now  killed  in  these  fserions  squabbles.  The  «ffieei8 
repeatedly  interposed,  at  the  hazard  of  their  personal  safety, 
to  pacify  the  men,  but  in  vain.  Sneh  are  the  populace  in  all 
ages  and  nations:  rash  to  perpetrate  what  their  fary 
suggests ;  repentant  at  the  sight  of  tbe  mischief  they  have 
done ;  then  prompt  in  their  accusations  against  others, 
instead  oi'  conlLssin^^  their  own  misconduct.  jS^othing  was 
wanting  but  momo  resolale  leader  to  have  now  replaced 
Peter  IIT.  on  tlie  tlirone  as  suddenlv  as  l}ut  tliree  days  as^o 
he  had  becTi  jirecipitated  irom  it;  the  aitachuient  of  the 
conirnon  people  to  him  uas  clearly  evinced  in  the  rebellion 
of  Pugatchef,  eleven  years  after.  Jn  short,  upprekenaioiLti 
were  entertained  oi'  a  new  insurrection. 

While  the  puldie  mind  was  thus  agitated,  the  news 
brought  from  Moriuow  served  only  to  increase  the  panic. 
The  governor  of  that  capital,  being  informed  of  ths  rervo- 
lution  by  the  emissaries  of  Catharine,  ordered  the  five 
rLgnnents  that  composed  the  garrison  to  be  drawn  up  in 
the  great  place  of  the  palace  of  the  ancient  czars,  whither 
the  people  flocked  together  in  orowdis.  lie  then  read  aloud 
the  ukase  by  Avhich  empress  announced  her  accession, 
and  the  abdication  of  her  consort ;  and  concluded  with  the 
exdamatioD,  "  Long  live  the  empress  Catharine  the  Second!" 
But  the  people  and  the  soldiers  remained  silent.  He  re- 
peated the  same  cry ;  the  same  silence  ensued.  jSTo  sound 
but  that  of  sullen  murmurs  was  heard.  The  troops  com- 
plained that  the  regiments  of  the  guards  had  insolently 
dared  to  dispose  of  the  throne.  The  governor,  startled  at 
these  unexpected  expressions  oi  discontent,  called  .u^n  iihe 
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otker  officers  to  join  him.  Thej  cried  out  together, I^ng 
liire  the  emprets !"  Xhis  done,  the  multitade  was  dismisMd, 
and  the  soktiers  were  sent  back  to  their  barracks. 

The  feani  excited  among  the  conspirators  by  these  sinister- 
i^fearances  precipitated  the  inevittthle  catastrophe.  On  his 
remoTal  irom  Fetershof,  the  czar  was  still  blind  to  the  £ttte 
that  awaited  him*  Thinking  he  should  be  detained  hut  a 
short  timein  pnsoD,  previous  to  his  being  sent  into  Germsmj, 
he  sent  a  message  to  Catharine,  asking  her  to  let  him  hove  a 
fiMwrite  negro  who  amused  him  by  his  oddities,  together 
with  a  dog  he  was  iond  o^  his  Tiimii,  a  Bible,  and  a  few 
Komances;  at  the  same  time  tettmg  her,  that,  disgusted,  at 
the  wickedness  of  mankind,  he  was  resolved  thenceforward 
to  doFote  himself  to  a  philosophical  life.  !Nbt  one  of  time 
requests  was  granted,  and  his  plans  of  wisdom  were  tiuaad 
into  ridicule.   He  was  left  in  ms  prison  at  Eoptcha. 

He  had  been  itexe  six  days  without  the  knowledge  of  anjr 
bnt  the  chief  conspirators  and  the  soldiers  by  whom  he  was 
jjnarded,  when  AJexia  Orlof,  accompanied  by  an  .offiesr 
named  Teplof,  came  to  him  with  the  news  of  his  speeik' 
deliTeianee,aiidaskedpennissiontodinewithha  AmrcU 
iqg  to  the  custom  of  thai  country,  wine^dasses  and  hiandy 
WBse  broi^ht  preTioas  to  dinner;  ana  while  the  offioer 
amused  the  osEar  with  some  trifling  discourse,  his  chief  ifilled 
the  fi^nssffii,  and  iKwrad  a  VMUsonous  imixtuse  into  that  he 
intended  for  the  priooe.  The  csar,  without  any  distmt, 
swallowed  the  potion;  onwhioh  he  pxesently  ei^erienoBd 
enecuoiating  pfltns;  a^  second  glass  bein^  offered  hun,  <an 
pretence  of  itsffiving  him  relief,  he  refused  it,  with  repsoaohes 
on  him  that  o&red  it. 

He  osUed  aknd  for  milk;  bnt  the  two  srarderas  offiBred 
hun  poinm  again,  and  pressed  him  to  take  it.  A  Eicaah 
Tslet,  much  attadied  to  his  master,  ran  to  his  assistaiee. 
The  czar  threw  himself  into  his  aervsnt^s  arms,  exclaiming, 

It  was  not  then  enough  to  premiit  my  reign  in  Svroden, 
and  deprive  me  of  tibe  Hiissian  •crown,  but  they  will  have  my 
lifoalsor' 

The  valet -daned  to  intercede  for  his  royal  master,  but  the 
miscreants  forced  this  dangerous  witness  to  retire,  and  con- 
tinued their  ill-treatment.  In  the  midst  of  the  scuffle  the 
youngest  of  the  princes  Baratinsky,  who  commanded  the 
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guard,  entered  the  room.  Orlof  had  ihrow]i  the  czar  upon 
his  back,  and  pressed  his  knee  upon  his  breast ;  with  one 
hand  he  seized  his  throat,  and  cleuclied  his  head  with  the 
other.  Baratiiisky  and  Teplof  then  passed  a  napkin  about 
his  neck  with  a  running  noose.  Peter,  in  his  struggle, 
scarred  Baratinsky's  face,  and  fixed  a  mark  that  was  retained 
for  some  time  by  that  villain;  but  the  unfortunate  czar  soon 
lost  his  strength,  and  his  murderers  accomplished  their 
diabolical  purpose.* 

Alexis  Orlof,  after  he  had  strangled  the  emperor,  mounted 
Ills  horse,  and  eagerly  rode  olf,  to  inform  Catharine  that  her 
husband  was  no  more.  He  arrived  at  the  moment  when  the 
empress  was  going  to  mow  herself  at  court.  She  alfected 
an  air  of  tranquillity  ;  and  nfterwards  shut  herself  up  with 
Orlof.  Panin,  liazumofsky,  Glebof,  and  other  cruel  confede- 
rates. In  tliis  sinister  council,  the  propriety  of  divulging  the 
emperor's  death  to  the  senate  and  people,  was  the  subject 
of  deliberation ;  they  decided  upon  deferring  it  until  the 
next  day.  Catharine  dined  in  puluic  as  usual,  and  in  the 
evening  held  her  court  with  great  cheerl'ulness. 

On  the  next  day,  the  empress,  still  feiijiiinL,^  iL^uorance  of 
her  husband's  death,  caused  it  to  be  announced  when  she 
was  at  table.  At  that  instant  she  retired,  overwhelmed  with 
fictitious  grief  She  dismissed  the  courtiers  and  foreign 
]iiinisters,  retired  to  her  apartment,  and  for  severnl  daysj 
togetlier  assumed  the  mask  of  profovnid  sorrow.  During 
that  time  the  following  declaration,  in  wduch  cruelty  is  joined 
to  the  most  consummate  hypocrisy ^  was  foisted  upon  the 
public : 

"  The  seventh  day  after  our  accession  to  the  imperial 
throne,  we  received  intelligence  that  the  late  emperor  was 
attacked  by  a  most  violent  colic,  occasioned  by  the  hemor- 
rhoids, of  which  he  had  suffered  frequent  returns.  That 
therefore  we  might  not  be  wanting  in  Christian  dul^,  nor 
disobedient  to  the  divine  command,  by  which  we  are  enjoined 
to  preserve  the  life  of  our  neighbour,  we  immediately  ordered 
that  the  said  Peter  should  be  furnished  with  everything  thai 
might  be  judged  neoessaiy  to  prevent  the  dangerous  conse- 

*  It  has  been  falsely  asserted  that  Potemkin  was  with  them.  Men 
of  nndoubied  honour,  who  were  then  in  Rutsia,  deny  the  assertloni 
md  Potemkiii  always  treated  it  with  disdiiin. 
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quences  of  that  fearful  oomplaint,  and  to  rcBtoie  his  health 
by  the  aids  of  medicine.  But,  to  our  ^at  regret  and 
affliction,  we  were  yesterday  evening  appnsed  that,  hy  the 
permission  of  the  Almighty,  the  late  emperor  departed  this 
life.  We  have  therefore  ordered  his  body  to  be  conveyed  to 
the  monastery  of  Nevsky,  in  order  to  its  interment  in  that 
place.  At  the  same  time,  with  our  imperial  and  maternal 
voice,  we  exhort  our  faithful  subjects  to  forgive  and  forget 
what  is  past,  to  pay  the  last  duties  to  his  body,  and  to  pray 
to  God  sincerely  &r  the  repose  of  his  soul ;  willing  them, 
however,  to  consider  this  unexpected  and  sudden  death  as 
an  especial  effect  of  the  providence  of  God,  whose  impene* 
trable  decrees  are  working  for  us,  for  our  throne,  and  for  our 
country,  things  known  only  to  His  holy  will.*' 

The  body  of  the  unhappy  czar  was  conveyed  to  Petersburg, 
and  for  seyeral  days  exposed  at  Saint  Alexander  Nevdky's. 
They  took  care  to  dress  him  in  his  Prussian  uniform ;  and 
people  of  all  ranks  and  conditions  were  permitted  to  render 
him  their  last  expressbns  of  duly,  which  in  Bussia  consist 
in  saluting  the  Hps  of  the  deceased.  His  face  was  yery 
black.  Extiavasated  blood  exuded  through  the  epidermis, 
and  even  penetrated  the  gloves  that  covered  his  hands.  The 
poison  administered  to  the  czar  must  have  been  exceedingly 
violent,  for  such  as  had  the  sad  courage  to  lay  their  mouths 
to  his,  returned  from  it  with  swollen  lips. 

The  confederates  knew  very  well  that  such  frightful  indi* 
cations  would  not  £ul  to  discover  the  means  used  to  abridge 
the  czar's  existence;  but  thevwere  less  anxious  to  save 
uppearances  than  to  prevent  the  insurrections  which,  with- 
out doubt,  would  have  taken  place  had  the  people  entertained 
a  thought  that  Peter  still  survived. 

The  dav  of  his  funeral  was  a  day,  in  Petersburg,  of  deso- 
lation and  sorrow.  The  empress  aid  not  appear  at  the  obse- 
quies, out  of  regard  to  her  health,  as  it  was  expressed  in  a 
notification  published  by  the  senate,  she  having  already  taken 
the  death  of  the  emperor  so  much  to  heart  that  she  was 
continually  dissolved  in  tears.  The  populace  were  very 
abusive  to  the  soldiers  of  the  guard,  re])roaching  them  with 
having  basely  shed  the  last  drop  of  tlic  blood  of  Peter  the 
Great.  The  Holstein  soldiers,  who  till  this  had  rcmaiiu  d  at 
Oraiiiuiibauin,  at  liberty,  but  disarmed,  iuliuwed  their  mastei 
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ooipse,  yenting  their  grief  m  teftneu  Tlttj  were  no  laag&B' 
regarded  by  the  ItuMiaBe  as  riyals^  engrowring  preference, 
hvk  as  failiiful  servants,  in  wkoie  lOffow  they  psrtidpated 
themsdTWL  Catharine,  howerer,  ordsfed  thk  difleeniibilile 
bmd  to  embariL  the  next  day  for  their  conniarf.  They  were 
pat  cm  bocrd  s  TMsdL  that  Bank  in  leaying  the  port  of  Cron- 
stiadt ;  a  small  number  mmi  their  Eves  upon  some  rocks 
rnn^  just  above  the  Btu&De  of  t^e  warei^  and  wer^all  lefib 
to  jmak  hj  the  barbarous  lUitani,  under  pretext  that  Ihe 
Tomt  flcod  to  Petersburg  belbxe  he  could  give  them  any 
aMieiiniee*   

!Mnee  Gborge,  whom  Fetev  HE.  had  named  ddbe  ef 
GenlaBd,  ivaa  obliged  to  renounce  that  title;  but  he  was 
indemnified  by  the  emprese  for  this  pri^addon;  she  confided 
to^bni  tbe  goveroment  of  Hohtejtt;  to  whieb  he,  and  tilie 
rest  etf  b»  nmily,  were  immediatdj  eent.  He  served  hmr 
majesty,  in  this  appointment,  witb  a  seal  that  she  had  no 
reaion  to  expect  fcimi  the  esar^s  relation. 

lAe  ex-dumoellor  Bestujef,  Beter^s  old  and  most  inveterate 
enemy,  but  Oathanne's  trusty  confidant  and  friend;  was 
recalled  from  exile.  He  was-  resUned  to  bis  rank  of  field* 
mamhal,  re-assmned  his  place  at  tiie  connoiL,  and  received  a 
pension  of  twenty  tfaousand  roubles,  with  a  dispensation 
nom  all  official  duly  on  aeeoimt  of  his  age.  Besttrjef  made 
a  great  pretence  of  piety  in  his  latter  years,  bnt  it  did  not 
dmuiiisb  hss  lliirst  for  ambckLon  and  mtrigue.  He  died  at 
St.  Ktesbnrsrin  April,  ^60. 
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SiMKIXSaiOV  OP  THE  SOVEREIGNS  OP  ETTSSIA,  GBATO-PBTXCES 
OX  GBAND-DUEJCS,  CZAES,  AUD  EMPEHOBS. 

A.M.  AJB. 

liiirik   m&Q  ail 

Igor,  his  son,  at  first  uiidcT  the  regency  of  his  uncle 

Oieg   6386  8?8 

Sviatoslaf,  son,  first  under  the  regency  of  his  motlier, 
Olga,  iHui  embiaoed  Ohmtiaidtj.  fief  .was  at  fbw 

ne  tile  xcsidence  . or  capital   6468  9iA& 

Yaisopolk,  son  of  the  grand-prince  .  .  .  «  64801  919 
Vladimir,  brothei;  fint  CShnataDprimsB,  aad  apoatte  of 

Uamafcioii                                             •  6488  960 
Yaroslaf,  son  of  tlio  crra-nd-prince  at  Kief:  his  hrofhrrs 
bavp  ij  i  aij  li^ea:  tiaueufietba  diffisrcut  pmcipaiiitiea 

or  dokeuoms   6523  1015 

Isiaskf,  son   666^^  1034 

Vsevolod,  brother     .      .      .      .     , .      .      .6586  1078 

Sviatopolk,  son  of  tl»  grand-^nke  Isiaslaf  .            .  6601  1098 

Ybdmit  IL,  brother  of  YaeTolod     ....  6622  1114 

Mrtislaf,  son   6633  1125 

Yaropolk,  brother     .      .      .      .      ..      .      ,  6040  1132 

Viatdieslaf,  brother,  abdicates   6646  1138 

Vsevolod  II.,  great  grandson  of  the  grand^piiaoeXacoslaf     

Tsiaslaf  IL,  son  of  Mstislaf   665yj  1116 

lioslisl  if,  brother  of  Vsevolod  II.  6662  1164 
Ishi^^liit  III.,  son  of  David,  and  great  grandson  of 

YarusM       ........  — 

Yonri,  or  Igor,  or  George,  fourth  son  of  VladuBir  IL 
He  buQt  ICoacov :  has  soocessors  leare  Eief,  and  re- 
side at  Vladimir    6663  116& 

Michel,  son,  governs  vith  his  brother  AndsBw;  and 

after  his  death  alone  6665  1157 

Vsevolod  in.,  brother      ......  6686  m7 

JgQT,  or  George  II.,.  son.   Constantino  Ina  brother,, 

during  two  years  ,       .       .  ^      .       .       .       .6721  1213 

Yaroslaf  II.,  Brother,  in  subjection  to  the  Tatars,  as 

ako  the  folluwiiig  .........  6746  1288 

SI.  Alexander  Nersky,  son   6753  1245 

IaiMlaflIL,btoiher   6771  IMS 

VmHj,  or  Basi],  braOier   6?7a  1170 
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Dmitri,  or  Demetxius,  brotlicr.    Unt  bxother  Andrew 

art  up  by  the  TMiavs   6785  1377 

Dftnid,  fourth  brother:  since  wknn  the  grand-piinioes 

reside  at  Moscow-   6802  1294 

Igor,  or  George,  son,  deposed    .....  G810  1302 

Michael,  son  of  Yaroslufin   6813  1305 

VassiH,  or  Basil  11.,  brother     .      .      ,      .      .  6828  1320 

Igor  re-established   6833  1325 

Ivan,  or  John,  brother   6836  132S 

Simeon,  son   6848  1340 

Ivan  IL,  brother   6861  1353 

Dmitri  II.,  son.  Dmitri,  his  xelatioii,  set  up  by  the 

Tatars,  two  Years   6867  1359 

Yassili,  or  Basil  III.,  son   6897  1389 

Yassili  IV.,  son.  Igor,  his  uncle,  usurps  .  .  6933  1485 
Ivan  nr.,  son.    The  famous  Ivan  YassilieTitch  who 

threw  oil  the  Toke  of  the  Tatars    ....  6970  1462 

Vassili  v.,  son  .      .      .      .                   .      .  7014  1506 

Ivan  IV.,  son,  surnamed  the  Terrible,  assumes  the  title 

of  Czar   7042  1534 

Feodor,  or  Theodore,  son ;  the  last  of  the  race  of  Rurik  7 092  1584 

The  following  are  of  different  families : 

Boris  Godunof   7106  1598 

Feodor  11.,  son   7113  1605 

Dmitri  V.,  falsely  calling  liimself  son  of  Ivan  IV.    .  — ^   ■  — 

YassiH  Shuiski,  or  Basil  YI.,  elected  ....  7114  1606 

Yladislaus  of  Poland  elected,  afterwards  jreiected  .  7118  1610 
Michael,  of  the  family  of  Bomanof  (stiQ  reigning), 

elected  .   7121  1013 

Alex^j,  or  Alexis,  son   7153  1645 

Peodor,  or  Theodore  III  ,  son  7184  1676 

Ivan  Y.  and  Peter,  brof  hers,  tof^ether        .       .       .  7190  1082 

Peter  alouc,  afterwards  staled  the  great  emperor.      .  7204  1690 

Russians  cease  to  reckon  by  the  year  of  the  world. 

Catliarinc,  widow  of  Peter   1725 

Peter  11.,  grandson  of  Peter  the  Great      .      .      .  1727 

Anne,  daiigliter  of  Ivan     ......  1730 

Ivan  IV.,  i^ruiidboii  of  Ivan   1740 

i'llizabcth  Petrovna,  daughter  of  Peter  the  Great       .  1741 

Peter  III.,  her  nephew,  deposed  and  murdered  .      .  170ii 

Catharine  n.,  his  widow  1762 

Paul,  son  of  Feter  III.,  mnrdeied     «...  1796 

Alexander,  son  of  Paul   1801 

Nichoks,  son  of  Paul   1895 
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The  Varangian  names  which  have  come  down  to  us  are 
Scandinayian,  and  Nestor  poaitiYely  affinaa  that  the  Yarau- 
giftna  were  Bussians. 

Constantine  Porphyrogenitus  remarks,  the  difference  be* 
tween  the  Eussian  and  the  SlaTonian  languages. 

The  leaders  of  the  people,  who,  about  862,  oonquered  Nov- 
gosod  and  Kief,  were  Scandinayians;  this  u  proved  by  their 
names.  Those  leaders  gave  to  their  conquests  the  name  of 
Sussia  (see  Nestor).  They  were,  conseqnentiyi  BasBianBi 
and  the  Eussians  were  Scandinavians. 

The  Eussians  who,  in  839,  accompanied  the  embassy  whicb 
was  sent  by  the  Qreek  emperor  Theophilus,  to  Louis,  the 
son  of  Charlemagne,  were  recognised  as  Normans;  and,  as 
iiuitpruid  tells  us,  were  so  recognised  after  a  very  jealous 
and  minute  investigation.  Now,  the  Eranks  of  that  period 
lutd  good  reasons  for  knowing  Normans.  These  Normans 
complained  of  the  hostile  countries  and  tribes  through  which 
they  had  been  obliged  to  journey  before  they  coiud  reach 
Byzantium ;  and  they  desimi  to  DC  sent  back,  2y  tea,  ftom 
France  to  their  native  land. 

Yille-Hardouin  tells  us,  that,  at  the  capture  of  Constanti- 
nople, by  Baldwin,  earl  of  Flanders,  who  was  a 
an  ally  of  the  Venetians,  the  YarauRians,  or,  as  he  calls  tiiem, 
the  Amrlians  and  Danes,  repulsed  the  Latins  mSx  their  axes. 
These  Varangians  fonned  tne  body-guard  of  &e  emperors  of 
the  Lower  Empire. 

Besides,  the  ancient  wars  of  the  Scandinavians  with  the 
northern  Slavonians  and  the  l^innish  tribes  are  notiuilmown 
to  us.  The  Swedes  made  a  descent  in  Esthonia  in  the  fifth 
century,  and  often,  both  before  and  after.  Starle»m  men« 
tions  several  mamages  between  the  princes  and  princesses  of 
Sueyia  and  Pinland.  These  attacks  and  alliances  in  the  north 
were  terminated  by  a  conquest.  In 984,  we  see  the  Nonnans 
masters  of  Livonia  and  Esthonia,  and  theBussianTaniDgians 
in  possession  of  all  the  rest  of  European  Bussia. 

jbid  not  Burik  commence  his  conquest  by  Ladojpa  and 
BieloseroP  Why, then, should  we  beheve  that  he  came&om 
Bnissia,  as  is  asserted  by  Lomonosof  F  And  even  if  it  were 
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inie,  as  he  affirmBi  that  Burik  came  &om  the  Niemen  and 
from  EngODy  does  not  Pnefcorius  tell  us  that  Alaric  and  Ub 
Gbtiiic  BQCoessors  were  kings  of  the  BugiansP  and  is  not  the 
aane  of  Ocliha  given  to  iiie  Bugians  bj  ]ft:ocopni8? 
Ofeg  imposed  a  tnbvfee  cm  tiw  If ovgOEodun  S&t  tiie  auj^ 


manlBr  Vawaigiaae*  inadkmr  aoogbt  anaaylmiwioBiglbe 
Yarangjans,  aid  xetamed  wiHi  Aen.  TaieSbf  Iiadieomnae 
ioife  vanmgiaDsWTeiidseft.  Weremii^ttaiylhe  prioeea 
ivhe  ttveirtlMuelvea  into  liie  am  of  fteYafaiigiaBB  of  fl» 
laniieeffig^ wiHi fteiiif  lToW|iaiiolttiBiBraittaiidtiaHfr» 
Mamie  engfli  ueaiHiuwiaDr 

Karamsm  also  (toL  i.  p.  45}  sajs,  Art  fiie  YanmfpMDB 
wen  Ootika  or  Nomanai  tiiait  fieni  tnie  mineiiiQEialy  time 
lad  teen  in  Sweden  a  piofxnee  naaied  BoiduRn,  the  » 
Mhiiaataef  wlneh  were  denoninated  BhoB  cr  BMees^  As. 
Heeeovery  llie  Ettrieoh-liai^  m  old  fhuaia^iBEiDewiBeeBBed 
SmMi  BOiilMflEii  InaBoli  of  the  ISenel  boaia  tiieiiflBi^ 
ef  BeaSyaodAeconntrj  thatcf  Pb-Buflsia;  fertboeeBhoa^ 
or  BeM^wm  Swedes  whe^  aeeoidiiig  to  Sflnnsm'a  slate 
wBtAf  hM  eejifiieied  IWunia*  One  of  ilie  oldsrt  stieets  m 
Be^igovod  ind  tlie  aj^eiShitien  of  Pnuwia  sifeot*  IjtMjf 
about  1560,  lyan,  when  laying  daim  to  Biradeii,as  Mng  Ae 
psitansMBy  ef  his  flwestozs^  afizmed  poritive^  thait  the  Ya* 
raDgisns  ec  zaraua  were  9wedes* 

We  knew,  beddes,  Aat  Sigurd,  the  bioAeF-in-law  ef  the 
kisg  of  lldiwflrf ,  was  a  snhjeefe  of  Yladimir,  and  enjojed  his 
coimdence;  and  that  Trygrason,  king  of  Norway,  took  refuge 
in  Eussia.  All  this  might,  indeed,  happen,  without  the 
Bufisian  grand-princes,  and  what  they  termed  their  court, 
or  their  guard,  having  been  Scandinavians.  But  we  ham 
also  a  right  to  infer  from  it,  that  these  princes  were  attracted 
to  the  abodes  of  each  other  by  identity  of  origin. 

The  learned  and  judicious  LeTesque  says,  that  the  Busaians 
cannot  have  been  SlaTonians.  He  adds^  that  it  is  barely 
possible  that  the  Uigors,  who  were  Siberian  Huns,  may  hare 
spread  as  far  as  Livonia,  and  have  be«i  the  orighial  Bussiaas; 
that  thus  the  Bussians  may  be  descendants  of  the  Huns ;  but, 
as  all  their  known  names  are  Gt)thic,  he  states  that,  in  that 
case>  before  ihdj  eanqneied  the  ^layonians^  thej  must  them- 
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Beiret  lim  teeii  ooDqwoeed  bf  Ike  fihitt»;  as  cpinioiL  widdi 
i»iMuhle(HipsQ4mble,thmatt;of  sndaeciiriile 
German  wiitm,  wlio  «dgn  a  Gk>tliic  origin  ta  ^Eussians. 

Ib  aboirti  wkatarer  maj  luiTe  been  pnmaij  origin  of 
1km  BawiaBS,  it  m  indispataUe  that,  aa  earlj  aa  the  ninth 
mabmj,  tiieir  aDiances,  their  warn,  their  cliaiatea,  and  their 
names,  had  so  completely,  and  fbr  so  kmg  a  time,  blended 
them  with  tlie  ScanclinaYians,  thai  it  ia  impoaBible  to  pep- 
ceive  any  distinction  between  them.  And  are  we  to  imagine 
that  a  peo^e  so  fimous  in  the  Bwrth  should  have  sprang 
from  the  Finnish  tribes,  which  were  always  obscure,  rather 
than  irom  the  G-oths,  who  were  the  conquerors  of  the  world  ? 

How  do  we  know  that  the  appellation  of  Russian,  generally 
adopted  since  the  time  of  Eurik,  was  not  derived  from  him  p 
or,  stiU  more  probably,  may  not  the  Slavonians,  whose  demi- 
goils  of  the  waters  were  called  E;US:>alk3,  have  given  tliat 
name  to  the  Scandinavian  Vara-n^an  pirates,  who  were  more 
truly  tlie  demi-gods  of  tiie  biliowa  which  foamed  under  their 
keels  ? 

But  are  more  proofs  required  of  the  Scandinavian  lineage 
of  the  Kussians  ?  Attend,  then,  to  a  literal  translation  from 
l^estor,  their  oldest  annalist.  "In  the  years  860,  61,  and 
62,  the  Varangians  came  from  beyond  sea,  and  the  Novgoro- 
dians,  &c.,  refused  them  the  tribute  which  had  been  agreed 
upon."  Read  aiiio  the  following  quotation : — **  The  Novgoro- 
dians  went  beyond  sea  to  the  Boss  Varangians ;  for  these 
Varangians  were  called  Ross,  as  others  were  Svie  (Swedes), 
others  Urmians  (Normans),  others  Angles,  and  others 
Goths.  They  asked  them  for  princes,  and  those  princes 
went  with  all  the  nation ;  and  from  thoae  Varangians,  the 
territory  of  Novgorod  was  called  the  land  of  the  Buasiana.** 

Strahlenberg,  a  Swedish  officer  of  Charles  XII.,  states 
that,  in  his  time,  the  Finns  still  denominated  Sweden  iioaa- 
lagen,  and  the  Swedes  Ruedzalains.  He  has  no  doubt  that 
the  Russian  Varangians  were  from  Scandinavia. 

As  to  Lacombe,  he  no  doubt  knows  no  better  than  I  do 
why  he  sajS|.  that  a  prince  luu&ed  Ruaeua  gave  hia  name  to 
Russia. 

Lisakewitz,  a  Russian,  says  positively  (Hist,  of  Novgorod), 
that  the  Varangiaos  were  Goths,  and  ci^ed  themseires  Biuh 
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mm;  that  the  T^pi^^  woe  Geths  irbo  moved  to  Ubie 
sooth  in  the  fiKutti  eentuiy;  and  that  a  Swedish  pnmnoe 
firamerlj  bore  the  name  of  Boeslagen.* 

Stmrey  in  his  ^Bissertatiim  on  the  Aneient  Bnssians,**  a 
scarce  and  Terr  curious  woik,  dedaies  that  the  oldest  Swe- 
dish authors  (he  cites  Saxo-Ghammaticiis)  speak  of  the 
ezistenoe  of  a  Boss  people  in  tiie  flxst  centmy ;  tha^  in  the 
Celtic  language,  Bias  or  Boss  signifies  IqfHneis^  whence  he 
infers  that  the  Bias  or  Boss  were  Scandinavian  moantaineeoEs ; 
tlu^  their  coontrr  was  situated  to  the  east  of  the  Bo&nic 
gulf;  and  that  from  tiienoe  they  spread  to  the  north  and 
aonth  of  the  Ladoga^  in  £sthoni%  Ac.  In  the  monasteiy  of 
St.  Bertin,  in  EhoutorSi  he  found  indubitable  evidence  that 
the  Bussians,  who  were  sent  by  the  Greek  empenw  Theo- 
philus  to  Louis  the  Debonair,  spoke  the  aaAie language  as 
the  Swedes. 

Out  of  the  sixiy*two  names  of  the  envoys  sent  by  Oleg 
and  Ivan  to  Byzantium,  we  see  that  only  tiuee  are  Sla^cmian, 

and  that  fifty-five  are  evidently  Scandinavian. 

Yaroskf  married  Indiger^a,  daughter  of  the  king  of  Swe- 
den; an  union  to  which  ne  was  doubtless  prompted  by 
gratitude  for  the  succours  which  be  had  received  from  the 
VarangianB.  We  remark,  besides,  that  Harold,  the  brother 
of  the  king  of  Norway,  commanded  the  Varangians,  who 
w  ere  the  guards  of  Yaroslaf^  and  that  the  same  station  was 

*  It  mnit  be  msatiooed  here^  that  this  opinloii  is  controverted 
Malte-Brun ;  he  believes  the  Baifliaiis  to  be  derived  from  the  Roxolani, 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  central  Russia.  T!iese  Roxolani  were  known 
hv  tbeir  wars  against  the  Roman  Empire,  in  68,  166,  and  270.  About 
the  middle  of  the  fourth  century,  we  find  them  sometimes  in  subjection 
to  itx&  Huns,  and  sometimes  to  the  Goths,  who  were  masters  of  that 
countiy  after  the  time  of  Hermanrie.  It  must  be  added,  that  Malte* 
Bnm  quotes  Suhm  and  Snorro  agidnst  the  opinion  which  makes  Scan- 
dinavia the  cradle  of  the  Russian  n:ition.  These  authorities,  however, 
do  not  seem  strong  enough,  nor  does  the  appellation  of  Roxolani  bear 
a  sufficient  likeness  to  tluit  of  Russians,  to  destroy  the  body  of  proofs 
which  are  afforded  hj  all  the  preceding  quotations.  Tbskt  the  Va- 
rangiaDS  were  at  once  Russians  and  Scandinavlaiu,  we  may,  therefore, 
continue  to  believe,  till  the  Russians  of  the  present  day  shall  have 
settled  the  question  themselves;  for  it  is  said  that  they  are  now  en- 
tering upon  the  inquiry  with  a  degree  of  zeal,  intelligence,  critical 
^Irit,  and  science,  which  is  continually  increasing  in  a  remarkable 
manner. 
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afterwards  held  by  Eleifur,  the  son  of  Eogvald.  This  arose 
from  Scandinavian  chiefs  naturally  being  given  to  Scandina- 
vian Varan^uiis. 

It  is  knuwu  that  Luitprand  was  infonned  by  his  father- 
in-law,  Vitricus,  who  witnessed,  at  Byzantium,  the  massacre 
of  the  Russians  of  Igor's  army,  that  those  Hussions  were 
from  Scandinavia,  and  spoke  its  language. 

Codinus  tells  us,  that  the  Varangians  of  the  Greek  em- 
peror's guard  wished  him  long  life  in  Enq^lish. — "See  the 
curious  Dissertation  of  Lerberge,  on  the  double  "Russian 
names ;  that  is  to  say,  the  Scandinavian  and  Slavonian  nanies 
of  the  autocrats  of  the  Borysthenes.  Lastly,  D'Anville 
also  believes  that  the  Russian  Varangians  were  firom  Scandi- 
navia.— /6%Mr. 


SXKTEKOB  OV  THB  OOUBT  UPOK  THS  OZABBVITOH  AIiBZIS. 

Pursuant  to  the  express  order  of  his  czarish  majesty,  and 
signed  with  liis  own  hand  the  13th  of  June,  1718,  for  the 
trial  of  tho  czareviti.'ii  ^\iexis  Petrowiiz,  for  his  oliences  and 
Crimea  against  his  fatlier  and  soverc  ign,  the  ministers,  sena- 
tors, military  and  civ  il  officers,  whodc  names  arc  hereunto 
subscribed,  atlcr  several  meetings  held  in  the  chamber  of  the 
senatorial  regency  at  Petersburg,  having  more  than  once 
heard  the  originals  and  extracts  of  the  depositions  against 
him  formally  read,  as  likewise  the  admonitory  fetters  from 
his  czarish  majesty  to  the  czarevitch,  and  his  answers  to 
them,  written  with  his  own  hand  ;  likewise  the  informations, 
confessions,  and  declarations  of  the  czarevitch,  both  those 
written  with  his  own  hand,  and  those  verbally  made  by  him 
to  his  lord  and  father,  and  before  the  underwritten,  appointed 
by  his  czarish  majesty's  authority  to  sit  on  the  present 
important  aifair:  liave  declared,  that  though  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  Russian  empire  it  never  has  appertained  to 
them,  being  natural  subjects  of  the  sovereign  dominion  of  his 
czarish  majesty,  to  take  cognisance  of  an  affair  of  this  nature, 
which,  from  its  importance,  solely  depends  on  the  absolute 
will  of  the  sovereign,  whose  power  is  df^rived  from  God,  and 
not  limited  by  any  law  ;  liowever,  in  ohedience  to  the  said 
order  of  his  czarish  majestj^  their  sovereign^  which  invests 
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them  with  this  liberty,  and  after  mature  reflections,  con- 
acientiouely,  without  iear  or  flattery,  or  respect  of  perBons, 
having  before  their  eyes  the  divine  la^'s,  both  of  the  Old  and 
New  Test:iment,  applicable  to  the  present  case,  the  sacred 
writings  of  the  Gospel  and  of  tbo  Apostles,  likewise  the 
canons  and  decrees  of  councils,  the  authority  of  the  venerable 
fathers  and  doctors  of  the  church  :  besides  the  additional 
light  received  from  the  sentiments  of  the  archbishops  and 
clergy  assembled  at  Petersburg  by  his  czarish  majesty's 
order,  a  duplicate  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  and  conforming 
themflelves  to  the  general  law  of  all  Russia,  and  particularly 
to  the  constitutions  of  thia  empire,  to  the  military  laws  and 
the  statutes  which  correspond  with  the  laws  of  many  other 
states,  especially  those  of  the  ancient  emperors,  Bomm 
and  Greek,  and  other  Christian  princes;  we,  the  under- 
written, having  put  the  case  to  the  vote,  unanimously,  and 
without  anjr  conteidiction,  agree  and  resolve.  That  the  czare- 
Titcby  Alexis  Petrowitz,  deservet  deaih,  for  his  many  capital 
crimes  and  oflenm  agaiDBt  hk  tsnra^n  and  Im  father ;  so 
tiiat  though  his  caarish  maiestj,  in  ft  letter  ient  to  the 
czarentc^  by  M.  Tolstoi  of  the  privy  council,  and  eftp^nn 
BomaoMf,  dated  ftom  8]^  the  K)th  0£  July,  1717,  jpiwnned 
ihait  hd  wDttld  fttfive  has  elo|>ement  od  his  returning  of  his 
0WD  md  wiUinglr,  m  the  czarevitch  hinst^  with 

thanks,  acknowledged  in  his  answer  to  that  lettRTi  written  at 
Naples  the  Mi  of  October,  1717 ;  wh«n^  he  says,  that  he 
ihnked  hia  tmnA  mneity  for  the  puAon  idiich  related 
only  to  his  ^pement:  lie  m  since  become  unworthy  of  it 
hy  his  eontininl  oppoaitiini  to  his  fiith^s  pleasure,  ani 
other  offisnces  r^[Mtedly  continoedi  as  is  set  forth  at  large 
in  the  maiuiesto  puUiBhed  by  his  oxarish  magetly  on  the  drd 
of  February  in  the  preesnt  year ;  and  beeemse»  wooam  other 
things,  he  aid  not  r^  ofhiT^  accord. 

And  though  his  esarish  nugesty,  on  the  czarevitch's  coming 
to  Moaeow  with  a  writtem  confession  of  his  enmes,  wherein 
he  entreated  forgiveness,  had  pity  on  him^  as  is  natiBral 
Jbr  a  father  towards  his  son ;  ana  though  at  the  audience,  to 
whioh  the  czar  admitted  him  in  the  haii  of  the  dtedel  on  the 
■ame  day,  the  9rd  of  February,  his  czarieii  migestjr  pr#> 
adsed  that  all  his  offenosa  should  be  foigma;  jst  this  pe^ 
nisewaaniBdeiiithepieseBiieofall^enaflMsmui  assawbly 
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then  present,  with  this  express  proviso,  that  the  czarevitch 
should,  without  any  exception  or  reservation,  declare  and 
make  known  all  that  he  had  committed  or  devised  a^inafc 
his  czariah  majesty  till  that  day ;  and  that  he  should  discover 
all  those  who  had  been  his  advisers  and  accomplices;  and  in 
general  all  who  knew  anything  ot"  hia  designs  and  practice ; 
but  that  on  any  concealment  of  persons  or  things,  the  pardon 
should  be  void,  aa  if  it  never  had  been  granted :  which  the 
czarevitch  consented  to,  and  received,  at  least  in  appearauce, 
"with  tears  of  gratitude ;  and  h©  promised  on  oath  to  declare 
everything  without  any  reserve ;  in  confirmation  of  which 
he,  in  the  cathedral  church,  kissed  the  cross  and  scripture. 
The  next  day  hia  czarish  majesty,  with  his  own  hands,  agaia 
signified  to  him  the  same  thing  in  the  interrogatory  articles 
inserted  above,  which  he  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  him, 
having  written  at  the  head  of  them  the  ibUowin!^  words  : 

Having  yesterday  received  your  pardon  on  condition 
that  jou  should  declare  all  the  circumstanoes  of  your  elope- 
ment, and  whatever  relates  tliereto  ;  withal,  that  if  you  con- 
cealed anything,  you  should  be  deprived  of  life  ;  and  as  you 
have  already  made  some  verbal  declarations,  you  are  ordered, 
as  a  fuUer  satistaction,  and  that  you  may  be  acquitted,  to  set 
them  down  in  viitiiig,  according  to  the  articles  ^ectibd 
underneath." 

And  at  the  conclusion,  in  the  seventh  artic^  the  czar  had 
again  written  with  his  own  hand  : 

"Make  known  whatever  rtikit^^s  to  this  aff^dr,  though  not 
mentioned  here,  and  clear  yourself  as  you  would  at  confes- 
sion :  but  should  you  hide  or  conceal  anvi:hing  wliich  may 
hereafter  come  to  light,  do  not  blame  me  for  the  consequence ; 
for  it  was  yesterday  declared  to  you,  before  all  the  world,  that 
in  such  case  the  pardon  you  have  received  would  be  void  and 
revoked."  Nevertheless,  the  czarevitch,  in  his  answers  and  con- 
fessions, has  observed  no  manner  of  sincerity ;  he  has  not  cmly 
concealed  many  persons,  but  capital  transactions,  concerns, 
and  offences,  and  particularly  his  rebellious  designs  against 
his  father  and  his  lord,  and  the  nnnatural  contrivances  he 
has  long  been  carrying  on  for  mnuping  his  other's  throne 
dbring  his  life,  by  many  evil  ifays,  and  under  evil  pretences ; 
gromming  his  hqpe  asd  hm  wishes  for  the  death  of  his  fttim 
aad  lomi,  en  tiie  emmmtitfn  deolariDg  in  hii  finromr. 
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All  this  has  been  since  discovered  by  lesaX  informational 
after  he  himself  had  refoaed  to  make  any  aach  deolamtioiis  am 
appeared  above. 

Thus,  by  the  who^b  behaviour  of  the  oiarevitch,  and  by  his 
declarations,  both  verbal  and  written,  and  lastly,  by  that  of 
the  22Qd  of  last  June,  it  is  evident  that  he  would  not  stay 
till  the  Bocoession  to  the  enmn  should  come  to  him  after  his 
&i^er*8  denuse,  in  the  manner  that  liis  father  would  have  left 
it  to  him,  agreeably  to  equity,  and  bj  those  ways  and  means 
which  has  prescribed ;  but  that  he  has  wished  for  it,  and 
had  a  prepense  design  of  seising  on  ifc^  even  during  the  life 
of  his  fether  and  lord,  by  opposing  in  everything  his  father's 
will ;  and  not  only  by  a  domestic  rebellion,  which  he  relied 
on,  but  by  the  assistance  of  a  foreign  army,  which  he  flattered 
himself  to  have  at  his  disposal,  and  to  be  punAased  even  at 
the  ruin  of  the  state,  and  the  alienation  of  everything  whieh 
might  have  been  required  of  the  state  for  such  assistance. 

The  above  detail  shows,  that  the  czsieviteh,  in  eonoealin^ 
all  his  pemieiDus  designs,  and  secreting  many  persons  who 
aeted  in  concert  with  him,  as  he  continued  to  do  till  the  last 
edunination,  and  till  he  was  folly  convicted  of  all  his  maohi* 
nations,  intended  to  reserve  to  nimself,  on  any  opportunity, 
means  of  resuming  his  designs,  and  thoroughly  to  put  in 
execution  this  horrible  attempt  against  his  &ther  and  hia 
lord,  and  against  all  this  empire. 

He  has  thereby  rendered  himself  unworthy  of  pardon, 
which  hia  worthy  lord  and  father  had,  in  his  great  demencj, 
nromisedhim.  &  has  also  himself  adknowledged,  both  before 
Ids  czarish  majesty  and  all  the  states,  ecdesiastical  and-dTil, 
and  publicly  befim  the  whole  assembly ;  and  he  has  also^ 
both  verbally  and  in  writing,  declared  before  the  under- 
written judges  appointed  by  his  czarish  majesfy,  that  all  the 
premises  were  troe  and  manifest  by  such  efibcts  as  had 
appeared* 

Therefore,  as  the  before-menlioned  laws,  divine  and  ecciteo 
siastical,  civil  and  military,  and  particularly  tiie  two  lattecv 
condemn  to  death,  without  mercv,  not  only  those  whose 
atteof  ts  against  their  father  and  lord  have  been  manifested 
by  evidences,  or  proved  by  writings,  but  even  those  whose 
attempts  reached  no  further  than  a  rebellious  intention,  or 
the  formation  of  a  design  to  kill  ihek  Bo?ureign,  or  seize  on 
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the  empire ;  what  can  be  thought  of  a  rebellious  design,  such 
as  scarce  has  ever  been  heard  of  in  the  world,  added  to  the 
horror  of  a  twofold  parricide  against  his  sovereign,  first  as  his 
political  father,  and  then  as  his  natural  father  (a  most  kind 
lather,  by  whom  the  czarevitch  has  from  his  cradle  been 
brought  up,  with  every  paternal  care,  with  a  tenderness  and 
indulf^ence  which  have  appeared  on  all  occasions  ;  who,  with 
incredible  pains,  and  unwearied  application,  has  endeavoured 
to  form  him  for  government,  and  instruct  him  in  the  art  of 
war,  that  he  might  be  worthy  of  the  succession,  aud  capable 
of  ruling  over  such  a  large  empire),  how  much  more  then 
does  such  a  design  merit  a  capital  punishment  P 

It  is  with  grieved  liearts,  and  eyes  full  of  tears,  that  we, 
being  servants  and  subjects,  pronounce  this  sentencp,  seeing 
that  as  such  it  does  not  b clung  to  us  to  tnlcc  cognisance  of  so 
momentous  a  concern,  and  especially  to  pronounce  a  sentence 
against  the  son  of  our  sovereign,  and  most  bountiful  lord,  tbe 
czar.  However,  it  being  his  will  that  we  should  ])ass  our 
judgment,  we  by  these  presents  declare  our  real  opinion,  and 
we  pronounce  this  condemnation  with  a  clear  aud  Christian 
conscience,  as  we  shall  answer  for  it  betbro  the  just  and 
impartial  tribunal  of  Gfod.  Submitting  withal  this  sentence 
and  condemnation  to  the  supreme  power,  will,  and  merciful 
revision  of  his  czarish  majesty,  our  most  gracious  monarch. 


THE  TOHUr  AND  THS  TOHINOVimCS. 

The  Russian  word  tehinf  or  teJdmef  ngnifies  ceremony,  cere- 
monial, order,  rank.  In  BiiasiA  you  may  happen  to  be  inyited 
heff  tekinof,  that  is  to  say,  without  ceremony ;  but  m  general 
they  presetre  the  tehirif  or  order  of  rank.  They  are  accus- 
tomed to  see  everything  take  place  ic^WMia,  according  to  tlie 
rule  or  ceremonial ;  and  there  is  the  tchin  tscrkovnii,  church 
ceremonial,  as  well  as  that  for  civil  and  militar}^  affairs. 

The  tchin,  strictly  speaking,  is  the  order  of  rank  intro- 
duced by  Peter  I.  (Jan.  24,  1722,  O.S.),  with  the  desire  of 
giving  all  classes  of  his  subjects  an  interest  in  the  new  state 
of  things  he  wished  to  bring  about,  and  to  iudpire  a  salutary 
emulation  among  men  capable  of  rising  by  their  own  merit, 
as  well  as  among  those  who  owed  their  position  in  life  to  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


490 


aocident  of  their  biith  onlj.  In  other  words,  k  k  tbe  clfiagj* 
fixation  of  military  ranks  and  civil  offices  on  ooie  commom 
standaBd,  in  whkh.  the  gradea  that  admit  of  peraonaL  or  here- 
ditary rank  being  conferred  ave  pointed  out.  Peter  tbe  Gh^eai^ 
aeenre  the  ikieiitj'<aiia  nttnrhMwnt  of  Ins  iriB^ 
idM  were  chiefly  strangers,  aad  whoae  semoea  he  wteBoaAf 
XBfoiied,  dfldbrod  that  all  honours  in  the  stata  ahoiild  be  the 
mmd  cf  services  rendered  to  bin ;  that  merit  should  take 
piaeedence  of  hirtl^and  that  the  highest  rank  should  .b^tiMi 
m  which  both  veve  unitad*  He  iqppaoited  sixteen  degmeca  of 
military  rank,  with  »  cofssapciuiiM  flcaleforthacinl  serrioa^ 
These  sixteen  dasses  have  since  Deen  reduced  to  lbiirtee% 
and  the  denominations  slighUj  changed}  but  in  amy  ather 
iMpect  the  institutioiL  has  remaioad  tiift  auae  aa  wkm  it- vit 
established  by  the  czar-reformer. 

The  following  table  ^vilL  ahow  tiie  <se«espoiiding  ranks  ia 
the  eml  and  miQtafj  aervkea.  It  eonnanoes  with  the  kigb* 
eat  lank.  We  observe  some  blanks^  he,  in  hci,  tliere  eve 
aome  degrees  whieh  caa  belong  boi»  te  one  of  the  ftvo  aarvioea  % 
eadwedso  observe  one  of  th^  grades  withoataMfpairticultt 
naine  baaidea  thaik  of  cla8%  by  whub  wtt  speeify  it  aoaoidii^ 


2.  General-in-Chief  . 

3.  Lieutenant-General 

4.  Maior-Gcneral.  . 

5.  — ^  .  . 


6.  Colonel  .... 

7.  Ueateoaot-ColoBd 

8.  M^jofT     .   .   .  ■ 

9.  Captain  of  the  Staff 

10.  Captain  .    ,    ,  . 

11.  LieiUenaut  .   .  • 

12.  Snb-Iieateiiaiit  . 
IS.  Ensign  Swocd-lieaBer 
14.  Eotigii  


•  .  Friivy^<C6a&dHor  factual), 

•  .  Privy-CouDeiUor  (actual). 

.  .  Privy- Councillor. 

.  .  Councillor  of  State  (actual). 

.  .  CounciHor  of  State. 

.  .  Councillor  of  ^  College. 

«  .  CSonncillor  of  tbe  Court. 

.  .  Assessor  of  the  Coflaga. 

•  .  Titolar  Councillor. 

.  .  Secretaij  of  tbe  CoUaBB. 

.  .  Secretaiy  of  tiieGofenmient  Class. 


In  the  armj,  personal  nobilxty  may  be  cmifated  <m  offieers 
of  the  highest  nmk,  aad  those  aboFe  the  nnk  of  mijar  maj 
receive  an  hereditary  title.  In  the  chril  aerneey  until  tiie 
year  1845,  petaonal  nobility  mm  oonferred  on  entemg  ihb 
WHk  oiasB,  and  hereditaiy  nobility  cm  amnng  at  the  Still, 
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which  coBfesp(mdg  irith  thp  milittTy  rmk  of  aajor;  ha^  this 
has  once  b^n  chaz^ged,  as  will  preieoily  appear,  lb  eadb 
class  was  attached  a  pairtkular  distinctioii  (one  is  bla^im^dmi^ 
well-hom)  hem.  the  osomeid;  of  leceiTii^  the  rank  of  person^ 
ixobHity.  When  arriyed  at  the  5th  elafis,  you  ai?e  addressed 
vache  vi/^okorodie  ("your  high  birth").  In  the  4th,  *'your 
excellence  and  above  thaii,  "your  hi^h exc^leELce,"  Wffokth 
^revoskhoditchstvo. 

The  nkaso  of  June  23,  1845,  occasioned  new  arrange- 
ments in  the  ci^il  department.  Thenceforth  hereditary 
nobility  has  in  great  measure  depended  on  the  will  of  the 
sovereign,  and  the  title  of  "  honourable  commoner' '  (jjatchotuii 
grajedanine)  been  frequently  substituted  for  the  rank  of 
personal  nobility.  Thia  distinction  was  introduced  by  the 
imperial  manifesto  of  April  10,  1832,  and  confers  various 
hereditary  pnviiegeSy  as  exeua^tions  isassi  the  poll-tax  and 
conscription. 

The  tchinomiiJcs  are  the  subordinate  elasa  of  officii  la  of  i^e 
tcTiin ;  they  are  the  Kussian  bureaucracy,  against  whom  so 
many  just  complaints  arise,  and  who  press  so  heavily  on  the 
poorer  classes.  These  men,  the  greater  part  of  whom,  igno- 
rant and  proud  though  they  be,  and  owing  their  advancement 
only  to  their  birth,  are  the  most  stieirooi^  upholders  of  the 
present  order  of  things.  Priendly  to  the  abuses  by  which 
they  live,  habituated  to  viotence,  mercenary  to  a  proverb, 
they  have  but  little  taste  for  improvement,  and  treat  every- 
thing foreign,  whether  men,  ideas,  or  customs,  with  a  degree 
of  arrogance  of  which  M.  de  Gustine  has  given  an  illustration, 
where  he  introduces  hia  reader  to  the  family  circle  of  the 
engineer  of  Schlusselburg.  He  makes  the  following  remarks 
on  the  same  subject : — "  Had  not  an  aristocracy  whose  in- 
fluence had  for  years  been  acknowledged  in  the  country  any 
better  means  of  eftecting  its  improvement  than  an  exercise  of 
the  hypocritical  obedience  exacted  b^  a  body  of  commissioTi- 
era  ?  And,"  he  adds,  "  from  the  privacy  of  their  chambers, 
these  invisible  despots,  these  tyrannical  pigmies,  oppress  the 
country  wdth  im])umty,  for  their  dominion  reaches  even  to 
the  emperor  himBeli',  who  is  well  aware  he  does  not  possess 
the  power  attributed  to  him  ;  and  who,  in  the  terror  he  would 
willingly  conceal  from  hiraseli',  knows  not  at  all  times  what 

linutinaj  be  placed  to  bis  aiithahfy.  He  ftdaityaadaofiBara 
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it  withottt  daring  even  to  oompUuiL"  This  limit  which  is  the 
bureaucratic  aaoendancj,  a  feaml  power  at  all  times,  from  its 
liability  to  abuse  under  the  name  of  the  love  of  order,  is  more 
to  be  dreaded  in  Eussia  tbaa  in  any  other  eovnti^.  When 
m  see  administrative  tjiranOT  substitated  for  imperial  des- 
potiBiiL  we  tremble  fm  the  mte  of  a  country  in  which  the 
of  government  propagated  by  the  Wch  naldmi 
tbioughout  Europe  bas  been  established  without  anyooim- 
teriMdandDg  infloenoe. 

We  have  pointed  out  the  disadvantages  of  the  tcUfij  and 
thej  are  senons;  but  it  is  not  so  easy,  perhaps,  to  find  the 
remedy.  In  a  certain  sense,  the  whole  aominiflirative  system 
of  fiussia  is  founded  on  the  tekm.  It  indemnifies  officialB  for 
the  insuffielenef  of  their  emolaments,  while  it  subjects  these 
to  a  certain  nue  of  increase^  in  proportion  to  the  years  of 
service ;  it  stimuLites  the  self-love  of  all,  gives  an  impetus  to 
the  enmies  and  the  wiU,  and  forms  a  dose  tie  betwem  the 
state  ana  its  members.  In  d^ult  of  a  more  worthy  object 
of  ambilaony  it  is  a  pqweifbl  lever,  for  the  degree  of  i&Unamik 
is  an  object  of  desire  to  evei^r  man,  and  the  advancement 
from  one  dass  to  another  is  in  itself  the  grand  occapatioii  of 
life.  Ihe  tlurst  for  exterior  distinction  is  universal.  There 
is  no  Bjrstem,*'  says  a  Sdavonian  writer,  "sofiivouxabletotiie 
promotion  of  personal  ambition  and  self-love.  The  constant 
expectation  oi  obtsaning  a  rank,  an  order,  a  distinction  of 
some  sort,  and  the  thirst  for  such  things,  so  far  from  being 
appeased  br  success,  is,  on  the  contraiy,  increased  by  it,  and 
becomes  tne  ruling  principle  of  life.  Neverthews,  this 
system,  incompatible  with  any  individual  advancement^ 
renders  man  a  mere  instrument,  a  Teiy  automaton^  which 
moves  only  at  the  will  of  the  govenmient." 

As  a  political  stimulant,  the  iMn  is  certaiiily  of  consider^ 
able  value ;  but  looked  upcn  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  it  givee 
occasion  for  criticiBm,  ana  is  the  cause  of  much  of  the  cruel 
thraldom  in  which  the  country  is  held. — S^imfglar* 


The'Bnssian  nation  is  divided  into  two  classes:  the  aria* 
tocraCT,  who  enjoy  all  the  privileges ;  md  the  people,  who 
bear  all  the  burdens  of  the  state. 
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We  must  not,  however,  form  to  ourselves  an  idea  of  the 
fiuasian  nobility  at  all  sinular  to  those  we  entertain  of  the 
aristocracies  of  Germany,  or  of  anti- revolutionary  France. 
In  Busaia,  nobility  ia  not  exclusively  conferred  by  birth,  aa 
in  the  other  countries  of  Europe.  There  every  freeman 
may  become  noble  by  servinf]:  the  state  either  in  a  military 
or  a  civil  capacity;  with  this  cliiTerence  only,  that  the  son  of 
a  nobleman  is  advanced  one  step  shortly  after  he  enters  the 
service,  whilst  the  son  of  a  commoner  must  wait  twelve  years 
for  his  first  promotion,  unless  he  have  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
tinguishing himself  in  the  meanwhile.  Such  opportunities 
indeed  are  easily  found  by  aU  who  have  the  indiiiation  and 
the  means  to  purchase  them.  . 

The  first  important  modificationB  in  the  constitution  of 
the  noblesse  were  anterior  to  Peter  the  Great;  and  ieodor 
Alexievitch,  by  burning  the  charters  of  the  aristocracy, 
made  the  first  attempt  towards  destroying  the  distinction 
which  the  boyars  wanted  to  establish  between  the  great  and 
the  petty  nobles.  It  was  a  curious  fact  that,  at  the  accession  of 
the  latter  monarch  to  the  throne,  moat  oflices  of  state  were 
hereditary  in  Eussia,  and  it  was  not  an  uncommon  thing  to 
forego  the  services  of  a  man  who  would  have  made  an 
excellent  general,  merely  because  his  ancestors  liad  not 
filled  that  higli  post,  which  men  of  no  military  talent 
obtained  by  right  of  birth.  Frequent  mention  has  of  late 
been  made  of  the  celebrated  phrase,  The  hoyars  have  been  of 
opinion  and  the  czar  has  onkiined,  and  it  has  been  made  the 
theme  of  violent  accusation  against  the  usurpation  of  the 
Muscovite  sovereigns.  But  historical  facts  demonstrate  that 
the  supposed  power  of  the  nobility  was  always  illusory, 
and  that  the  so  much  vaunted  and  regretted  institution 
served,  in  reality,  only  to  relieve  the  czars  from  all  personal 
responsibility.  The  spirit  of  resistance,  whatever  may  be 
said  to  the  contrary,  was  never  a  characteristic  of  the 
Eussian  nobility.  No  doubt  ^ere  hsre  been  fseqxneiA  con- 
spiracies  in  Eussia;  bat  they  have  always  been,  directed 
against  the  life  of  the  rei^pung  soveieign,  and  never  in  any 
respect  against  existing  mstitutions.  The>  fiicilily  with 
which  Christianity  was  introduced  into  the  counttyi.  afibrds 
a  strikiiig  pvoof  of.  the  blind  servility  of  the  Eossian  peQ|^, 
Vladisiir  caused  proclamation  to  lie  made  one  day  in  tiie 
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 4>f  £ae?v  tfasfc  all  the  inluilteti  were  to  wmbp  next 

imy  to  tlio  b^D^  9i  ii»  Dniepv  $mi  miivd  tfAm ;  a&d 
aecoiAidhr,at  tte  mpoinfced  hma  m      morrow,  withooi 

mean  ChrMaoa. 

The  existing  m^tatioDs  of  tbe  SnsBiaB  noblesse  date 
Ada  the  leagn  of  Peter  ^  €hr^.  Tht  inna?8tion  of  Ukat 
imereigii  excited  vkteit  dinatidMuB^  ead  Hie  adbles,  not 
ytk  faraimi  the  yiriw  tliif  mm  'hemtf  tmimd  ikeir 
iMMpok  jamA  eerione  naewieBs.  She  meflBift  iriiidi 
sppened  to  Beter  I*  beat  rihpted  for  cmfuig  llie  oldl 
flHtooMj,  toliavr  opeomeflekdof  hcoem  allkto 
subjects  who  weie  not  serfs.  But  in  eite  to  ayoid  to9 
xndHfy  ■hodritig  eetohliatoi  fPtjwdkou>  he  Made  a  difilmnce 
Iwtweea  Boblee  id  eommettepi  as  to  period  of  mmee, 
iiirtWiiig  them  respeetiyelj  to  ohtob  tiMil  tot  itop  whidi 
me  to  vkm  them  be^  ob  Ite  eftae  lefei  Having  tin 
eetaUUied  the  mUaiM  ef  mA  the  caadNaoae  of 
piauiolieiaj  end  doiuwtie  ef  MtfQipg  hie  iiieltMsani  by  kii 
connple,  he  feigned  eriwuiowoa  to  Aem  to  Irib  own  Mraeti* 
wdpewqd  wwaeeiwiiy  tinoa^  JI  the  etepe  rf  Ihe  eeeie  he 
hsd  appoiiitod*  •  #  # 

1^  all  tte  amaMitlihena^ 
it  has,  nefeitheieeB,  proved  tmmblr  MbearrieBl  to  tto 
wHkj  of  tte  MuiMwAu  e«eeniigna>  ^fheold  anstocnej  bas 
Idb#  every  Und  c£  inftwiMTF;  end  ito  gmt  ftnifliBii  moet  of 
thom  leMidcat  to  Koaeowy  omi  bow  only  jAoteet  bj  Hicdi 
bmtion  and  their  dnmee  ftom  ooeH  agamet  the  atato  ef 
TUflignihinee  to  wUbh  Aof  bav*  ben  ledooed,  aad  ftom 
viiM  they  hewe  no  diaoee  dvecorajr. 

Hdl  it  beiBeceeiaiy  fcr  aM  eepiwato  to  noWliy  to 
thnoi^  tiie  nxetched  eondiiieK  ok  tike  omum  edaery  it  to 
erideA  Aat  Ite  enpne  imdd  not  pcMsaeas  one>tenih  of  ito 
fraaent  nmhag  o^  noibW  Kotnithefenidbg  their  abje<^ 
andeervito  eon^ltoDi'Wy  tovr  ocNnoaeaers  would  hsvo  the- 
ooHtage  to  eeneUe  KhenlaeLTee  bj  undergoing  such  a  noH* 
tiatoy  yn&  the  iticfe  hanging  wmr  Item  Ibr  toknj  years. 
But  they  htm  tiie  aliamattoe  of  Hie  eiril  eernee^  which 
kade  to  tiie  eame  malt  by  a  lesa  thoniy  path,  and  ofSerB 
eren  eomparatirely  many  mm  adfaotages  to  them  than  tp 
fhenobles  by  Uood.  Whereas  the  lal^,  on  entering  the 
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sffiliiy  Berviee,  only  appear  for  a  brief  while  for  form's  sake 
m  the  ranks,  become  non-commissioned  officers  immediately, 
aad  officers  in  a  few  months ;  they  are  compelled  in  the  civil 
service  to  act  for  two  or  three  years  as  supernumeraries  in 
some  public  office  before  beiug  promoted  to  the  first  /^ade. 
It  is  true,  the  preliminary  term  of  service  is  fixed  for  com- 
moners at  twelve  years,  but  we  have  already  spoken  of  the 
ikcilities  they  possess  for  abridiiing  this  apprenticeship. 

But  this  excessive  facility  for  obtaining  the  privileges  of 
nobility  Lis  given  rise  to  a  subaltern  aristocracy,  the  most 
insupportable  and  oppressive  im  aginable;  and  has  enor- 
moufily  multiplied  the  number  of  employes  in  the  various 
departments.  Every  Russian,  not  a  serf,  takes  service  as  a 
matter  of  course,  were  it  only  to  obtain  rank  in  the  four- 
teenth class ;  for  otherwise  he  would  fall  back  almost  into 
the  condition  of  the  slaves,  would  be  virtually  unprotected, 
and  would  be  exposed  to  the  continual  vexations  of  the 
nobility  aaid  the  public  functionaries.  Hence,  many  indivi- 
duals gladly  accept  a  salary  of  sixty  francs  a  year  for  the 
peninsaion  of  acting  as  clerks  in  some  department ;  and  so 
it  comes  to  pass  that  the  subaltern  employes  are  obliged  to 
rob  for  the  means  of  subsistence.  This  is  one  of  the  chief 
causes  of  the  venality  and  of  the  defectiTe  eoBditioii  of  the 
Sussian  adrninistrativo  departments. 

Peter  the  Great's  regulations  were  excellent  no  doubt  in 
the  beginning,  and  hardly  could  that  sovereign  have  devised 
a  more  efficacious  means  of  mastering  the  nobility,  and  pros- 
trating them  at  his  feet.  But  now  that  the  intended  result 
has  been  amply  obtained,  these  institutions  require  to  be 
modified ;  for,  under  the  greatly  altered  circumstances  of  the 
country,  they  only  serve  to  augment  beyond  measure  tho 
numbers  of  a  pernicious  bureaucracy,  and  to  impede  the  de- 
▼eloj^raent  of  the  middle  class.  To  obtain  admission  into 
the  tourteenth  class,  and  become  a  noble,  is  the  sole  ambition 
of  a  priest's  or  merchant's  son,  an  ambition  fully  justified 
by  the  unhappy  condition  of  all  but  the  privileged  orders. 
There  is  no  country  in  which  persons  engaged  in  trade  are 
held  in  lower  esteem  than  in  Kussia.  iSiey  are  daily  sub- 
jected to  the  insults  of  the  lowest  clerks,  and  it  is  only  by 
dint  of  bribery  they  can  obtain  the  smallest  act  of  justice. 
Bcyw  often  hare  I  seen  in  the  post  statioiiB  unfortunate  mar- 
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chants  wlio  had  been  i\*aitmg  fbr  forty-eight  hours  and  more 
for  the  good  pleasure  ot  the  clerk,  without  daring  to  com- 
plain.   It  mattered  nothing  that  their  papers  were  quite 
regular,  the  noble  of  the  fourteenth  class  did  not  care  for 
that,  nor  ^\  ould  he  give  them  horses  until  he  had  squeezed  a, 
good  sum  out  of  the  partioulamii  tchelomeJcs,  as  he  called 
them  in  his  aristocratic  pride.    The  same  annoyances  await 
the  foreigner,  who,  on  the  Btreugth  of  his  passport,  under- 
takes a  journey  without  a  decoratiou  at  his  button-hole,  or 
any  title  to  give  liiin  importauce.    I  speak  from  experience : 
for  !iK)rc  than  two  yt  iirs  spent  in  traversing  ^Russia  as  a 
private  individual,  enabled  me  fully  to  appreciate  the  obliging 
disposition  of  the  fourtoojilb  class  nobles.    At  a  later  period, 
being  employed  on  a  8ci<  iitiiic  mission  by  the  government,  I 
held   successively  the  rank  of  inajor,  lieutenant-colonel, 
and  colonel  r  and  then  T  bad  notlimg  to  complain  of :  the 
posting-clerks,  and  other  employes^  received  me  witli  all  the 
politeness  imaginable.    I  never  had  to  wait  for  horses,  and 
as  the  title  with  which  I  was  decked  authorised  nic  to  dis- 
tribute a  few  cuts  of  the  whip  with  impunity,  mj  orders  Wtte 
fulfilled  with  quite  magical  promptitude. 

Under  such  a  system,  the  aristocracy  would  increase  wii^ 
out  end  in  a  free  country.  But  it  is  not  bo  in  Bussia,  where 
the  number  of  those  who  can  arrive  at  a  grade  is  extremely 
limited,  the  vast  majority  of  the  populatkm  being  slavee. 
Thus  the  hereditary  and  personal  nobility  compriae  no  more 
than  563,653  maLes;  though  all  free-born  Russians  enter  the 
xnilitory  or  dvil  service,  and  remain  at  thdr  posts  as  long  as 
possible ;  for  once  they  haye  ietixmed  into  private  life  thej 
sink  into  mere  oblivion.  From  the  moment  he  baa  put  on 
plain  dothes,  the  most  deserving  functionary  is  eippaed  to 
the  vexations  of  the  lowest  subaltenu^  who  then  omit  no 
opportunity  of  lording  over  their  former  superior. 

ouch  social  institutions  have  fatally  contributed  to  excite  a 
most  decided  antipathy  between  the  old  and  the  new  ariato- 
cracy :  and  the  emperor  naturally  accords  his  preference  and 
Ills  favours  to  those  who  owe  him  evexythingy  and  fiom  whom 
he  has  nothing  to  fear.  In  thia  way  the  new  nobles  haw 
insensiUy  supplanted  the  old  boyars.  But  their  places  and 
pecuniary  gams  naturally  attach  them  to  the  eetabliahed 
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gommmsA,.  and  oc»ieqii6a%  they  are  quite  deYoad  of  «11 
Z0f#liiiioiiaqF  tendeuciea*.  S^uallj  disliked  by  the  old  arilh 
IXMwnr  iiboiik  they  lia?0  iombntod*  and      tbe  p^aMnfo 

wliom  tbey  oppress,  they  are,  ammcK^tt,  too  few  in  numbem 
to  be  aUa  to  ftot  by  tbeioselyes ;  and  in  addition  to  tbi%  tbe 
hiA  impoitaace  aliaebed  to  tbe  diattnotkma  of  rank,  prevent 
all  real  union  or  sympathy  between  tbe  members  of  tbia 
branch  of  Eussian  society.  The  czar,  \\'bo  perfectly  under- 
stands tbe  ebameter  of  this  body,  is  fully  aware  of  its  venality 
and  oomiption  I  audi  it  be  bonours  ii  Wkb  bis  special  faroiir, 
this  is  only  because  be  finds  in  it  a  more  abaoliube  and  blind 
mbmilHUiii  tban  in  the  old  aiiatocnMy,  whose  ambitious 
jeamings  after  their  ancient  prerogatiTeB  cannot  but  be  at 
TaiSaiice  with  the  imperial  will.  As  for  any  revolutions  which 
could  possibly  arise  out  of  the  discontent  of  this  latter  order, 
we  may  be  assured  they  win  never  be  ^Greeted  against  the 
political  and  moral  system  of  the  country  ;  they  will  always 
be,  as  tbey  have  always  been,  aimed  solely  against  the  indi» 
^dual  tsb  head  of  the  g^mmment.  Conspiradea  of  this 
kind  are  the  only  ones  now  possible  in  Russia;  and  what 
proves  ^s  &ct  is,  the  impotence  of  that  resentment  the  czars 
have  proToked  on  the  part  of  the  old  aristocracy,  whcDerer 
they  iiaTd  toudied  on  the  question  of  emancipatiiig  the 
seE&« 

The  Mrs  hare  fdkown  no  less  dexterity  than  the  kings  of 
jBVance  in  thdr  struggles  against  the  aristocraqr,  and  they 
hare  been  much  more  &Toiued  by .  circumstances.  We  see 
l^e  Bnssian  sorexeigns  bent,  fike  Iiouis  XL,  on  prostrating 
the  greafe  feudatones  of  the  realm ;  but  there  was  this  differ- 
ence between  Hneir  respective  taaka»  that  the  Prench  nobles 
could  bring  anmes  into  the  field,  and  ofben  did  so,  whereas 
the  BttssBKn  nobles  can  only  counteract  the  power  of  their 
ruler  tnj  secret  oonqpuaeies,  and  will  never  succeed  in  stirring 
op  their  peasants  against  the  imperial,  aothority. 

What  mar  we  conclude  are  the  destinies  in  store  ftr  the 
ItuBsian  Bcmility,  ^f^^  wiH  it  play  in  the  Ihtuze 
inBtoiT  of  the  countcj^?  It  seems  to  us  to  possess  little  in- 
herent vi^ur  and  vitality,  and  we  doubt  that  a  ra^cd 
regeneration  of  the  empire  is  ever  to  be  expected  at  its 
hitfids.   Ttud  inflv^nce  of  Europe  baa  been  £it»d  to  it   It  has 
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songbt  to  asnmilttlie  itself  too  rapidly  with  our  modem  ciTi«»* 
Kaatioiiy  and  to  place  itsdf '  too  suddenly  on  a  level  vith  ihe 
nations  of  the  west.  Its  efforts  have  neoessarilj  prodoced 
only  corruption  and  demovalisationy  which»  by  bastsrdisiiig 
the  conntiy ,  have  depiiyed  it  of  whatever  nstoral  strength  it 
onoe  possessed.— .fibsisNWfv  de  JEfsU, 


NOBLl  VAKILIBS  Ol*  B1T8SIA. 

The  nobility  of  the  Eussian  empire,  like  its  population  in 
general,  is  composed  of  families  of  divers  origins,  Eussian, 
Polish,  Lithuanian,  German,  Swedish,  Tatar,  Georgian,  Ar- 
menian, Tcherkess,  <fec. 

Among  the  Polish  nobility,  historical  names  are  so  very 
numerous  that  we  eaiiiiut  undertake  to  give  a  list  of  them  ; 
but  to  the  higher  aristocracy  of  the  provinces  now  Eussian* 
belong  principally  the  following: — Princes  Iladzivill,  Sa* 
pieha,  Sanguszko,  Tablonowski,  Lubomirski,  Droucki,  Czet- 
wertinski,  &c.i  Counts  Potocki,  Jiraoicki,  Grrabowski,  Wiel- 
liorski,  &c. 

Princes  Giedroyc  (pronounced  Oliiedroiiz)  ^  the  descend- 
ants of  the  Jagellons,  more  particularly  represent  Lithuania, 
properly  so  called,  of  which  they  have  remained,  with  princes 
and  counts  Oginaki,  and  a  lew  others,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant families. 

At  the  head  of  the  German  uobihty  of  the  Baltic  pro- 
vinces are  the  families  of  Lieven,  Medem,  Sacken,  Tiesen- 
hausen,  Essen,  Toll,  Stackelberg,  Budberg,  Buihoevden, 
Benkendorff,  Ungern-Sternberg,  Sievers,  Korff,  Pahlen,. 
Kayserlingk,  and  many  others.  The  Wittgensteins,  Nessel- 
rodes,  and  Munichs  belong  to  Germany,  properly  so  called. 

Among  the  Swedish  families,  we  may  mention  the  Stein- 
bocks,  Fersens,  and  Armfelds. 

Princes  Joussoupoff,  Ouroussoif,  Meschtcherski,  and 
Doundoukoff  are  of  Tatar  origin;  but  their  union  with 
Bussia  is  of  such  ancient  date  that  these  families  ought  to 
be  considered  as  entirely  mingled  with  the  Bussian  nobility^ 

*  We  do  not  speak  of  those  who,  like  prince  Czartorjiski,  have  sepa- 
rated  Dram  Buana. 


Digitized  by  Google 


MOIUXi  STAT£  OT  TKB  RVBSIAir  OLSBOY.  499 


properly  8o  caQed.  The  case  is  not  the  same  with  the 
GHurax  and  a  &w  other  iUustriocm  Muflsalman  fsmilies ;  the 
latter,  diapoiseaaed  of  the  countriea  under  their  dominion  at 
a  ami  recent  period^  have  remained  true  to  Uieir  nationality. 
The  Ohixfli,  aa  ia  well  known,  are  of  the  dynasty  that 
formerly  reigned  in  the  Crimea. 

The  countriea  where  the  Georeiaii  language  ia  spoken 
furnish  a  considerable  number  to  the  higher  nobility  of  the 
ompire;  we  may  mention  the  czarevitch  of  Ghrousia  and 
other  membera  of  t^e  fiimily  of  Bagrath,  the  Badianoffa  of 
Mingrelia,  and  princes  Chervachida^,  Tchevtch^vadz^,  Orbe- 
lianofT,  Eristoff,  Bagrathion,  and  Tsitsianofl  The  Lasareffs 
and  a  few  more  ancient  families  belong;  to  Armenia. 

The  princes  Tcherkassko'i  settled  m  Russia  several  cen- 
turies, having  come  from  the  country  of  the  Tcberkesses,  a, 
few  pchi  or  princes  of  whom  even  now  remaining  in  that 
Louutiy,  might  likewise  be  reckoned  among  the  nobility  of 
the  empire. 

As  to  the  Russian  families  properly  so  called,  the  essen- 
tially national  aristocracy,  the  case  is  the  same  uis  ^vith  Llic 
Polish  families;  aud  we  should  be  led  too  far  if  we  were  to 
recount  all  their  illustrious  names.  The  most  important  of 
these  families,  and  those  which  history  has  had  to  quote  the 
most  frequently,  are  the  following: — First,  princes  Dolgo- 
rouki,  Galitsin,  Troubetzkoi,  Jvourakin,  and  others  of  the 
race  of  Kurik ;  next,  counts  and  princes  Saltikoff,  princes 
Lapoukbin,  Chereraetieff,  Tolstoi,  Golovin,  Wormzom, 
Moussine-Pouschkin,  Bourtourlin,  Naryschkin,  Tcherny- 
cheff,  Apraxin,  Stroganofi',  Roumantsoff,  Panin,  &c.  Other 
families,  now  very  important,  or  who  have  been  durin^y  the 
last  century,  such  as  Chouvaloff,  Rasoumofski,  Potemkin, 
OrlofF,  and  Zouboff,  are  of  much  more  recent  celebrity.* — 
fSchnUzler, 


MOAAI*  STATE  OS  THE  HUSSIAIT  OIiBBOT. 

During  the  laat  century  the  morals  of  the  French  clei>,y 
wore,  as  ia  well  known,  ezcessiTely  corrupt;  hut  the  evil, 

*  The  orthography  of  theiiamM  in  this  arUde  isEronoh:  thfiQrmiut 
be  pronounced  aocordinglj. 
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though  Jery  aenoiM  among  the  njppag  winkftj  bait  not  infiMsted 
the  su^ority  of  the  cures,  or  ogaafchig  winisterB  of  pnighwib 
The  aonduct  of  the  latter  itm  goaorfUly  aafeM&ebny,  and 
many  amM^  than  fhrnwhed  ananplea  of  the  mottrntiumm 

conduct. 

In  Boaaia  we  remark  the  very  reverse.  The  upper  derg-j 
are  in  g^zai  ineproachahle  and  worthy  of  ait^m ;  in  their 
lanka  thore  aie»  and  have  been  at  aU  timea^  very  honouiftUe^ 
leuned,  enlightened,  and  pious  nie»-4B  flhoat,  men  em^ 
way  qualified  for  theb  dnfy.  Bat  the  case  ia  not  tk«  same 
viUi  the  lower  elergy,  who,  with  a  iem  esoeptaQii%  aie  afeill 
in  a  deplorable  state  oC  dagndafcion. 

Everybody  ia  of  Uie  aame  ofpinioa  on  this  subject  ^^'Bib 
padak  eoEates,**  says  Coxe  in  his  Travels/^*  *^wha  ought  to 
be  iiie  most  uaefiil  menilters  in  the  social  bedj;  are  in  Eussia 
generally  ^Miyra^iftf  of  l^e  people."  Moatof  thaHnBodi 
authosa  expr^  themselves  to  the  same  effect^t  andaaen^ 
lightened  and  patriotic  Eussian^  has  just  deaCEibed  to  na 
once  more  the  state  of  the  dergy  aa  ^  next  to  degradation." 

In  general  tiie  Bnaaian  elergy,"  says  hcv  ''are  from 
being  equal  to  theimpoiitaiioe  en  theur  miaaion^  Havhom  ' 
in  duly  and  pemument  contaet  iriiii  the  krreait  offdera  cf  tiie 
pe(^y  ia  foond  to  be  in  audi  a  alate  of  infiariority  and  insig- 
nifieaiDce^  iiaSi  he  la  acaroeijr  anffieieiit  to  tiie  pscfonaaoa  of 
thematocial  partof  hiadntiea.  HiapaaitiondManot  aUair 
bim  erer  to  acquire  the  leaat  monl  mflnaace  oro  his  flock, 
atill  leaa.to  direct  their  ccmaGieneea.'' 

^  Nowhere,"  sajfa  M.  QoloniiyS  ^ia  drunkeanesa  ao  gem0* 
rally  prevafent  as  m  Ruaria»"  FanDeriytteolexiwtfaeBiariiTea 
aet  the  ezam^  of  it,  as  may  be  aeaa  from  rae  folkmug 
passage  in  the Trareb  of  Olcarina:^* 

Bemg  at  NoTogoiod^  at  the  tbae  of  our  aaooiid  embassy, 
I  aaw  a  prieat  come  out  of  a  tayem,  who,  on  approadiing  our 
lodgings,  wanted  to  giye  bia  benediction  to  the  atrelitz  who 
were  on  guard  before  the  door.  Bnt  on  raiaing  hia  hand  and 

♦  •«  Travels,"  vol.  fi.  chap.  T. 

t  See  Fortia  de  Piles*  "Voyage  de  Detxx  Fran<7nis  dans  le  Nord," 
t  iv.  p.  72;  Lesur*s  "  Des  Progres  de  la  Puiasaace  Euase,"  p.  435,  &c 

t  N.  Tourguenelfs  "  La  Bussie  et  les  Busses,'*  t.  ii.  p.  35.  See  alra, 
t.ui.p.a30. 

f  '<£aBliiiieioiuNicQlasI.,'*p.87. 
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"howinrr,  bis  head  was  so  heavy  with  the  fames  of  wine,  that 
it  over  balanced  his  body,  and  the  poor  priest  tumbled  into 
the  mud.  Our  strelitz  lifted  him  up  reipectfullj,  and  le^ 
ceiyed  all  the  same  this  muddy  benediction^  m  «  iMng  tfeom^ 


TTBIT  OF  PETEE  in.  TO  lYAH's  PBISOK. 

General  Ungem  Sternberg  was  aide-de-camp  to  Peter  III., 
and  accompanied  him  in  a  secret  yisit  to  the  unfortunate 
iTan  at  Schlusselburg,  where  he  had  been  confined  by  Eliza- 
beth. They  found  this  wretched  young  man  in  a  dungeon, 
the  window  of  which  admitted  bat  a  fiiuit  gleam  of  da^,  the 
Mght  being  intercepted  by  piles  of  wood  heaped  np  m  the 
court.  He  was  in  a  very  dirty  white  jacket,  with  a  pair  of 
old  shoes  on  his  feet.  His  hair  was  very  light,  and  cut  short 
like  l&at  of  a  Bussiaa  slave.  He  was  tolerably  well  made, 
and  his  complexion  had  a  paleness  which  showed  that  the 
sua  had  never  shone  on  his  face.  He  was  then  upwards  of 
twenty,  and  had  been  confined  ever  since  he  was  fourteen 
months  old;  but  he  hadreceiYcd  some  impressions  and  ideas 
which  he  still  retained.  Peter  III.,  affected  at  his  condition, 
put  several  questions  to  him ;  aiiions;  the  rest, "  Who  are 
you?" — ^**I  am  the  emperor." — ""Who  put  you  into  prison, 
then?" — ^''Vile,  wicked  people." — "Would  you  like  to  be 
emperor  agaui  ?" — To  be  sure ;  why  not.  I  should  then 
have  fine  clothes,  and  servants  to  wait  upon  me." — But 
what  would  you  do  if  you  were  emperor  ?"— "  I  would  cut 
off  the  heads  of  aU  those  who  have  wronged  me."  Peter  HI,, 
having  then  asked  whence  he  learned  what  he  told  him,  he 
answered,  that  he  had  it  from  the  Virgin  and  the  angels,  and 
began  to  enter  into  long  stories  of  these  pretended  visions. 
Though  alone,  and  confined  from  his  infancy,  he  did  not 
^pear  terrified  at  the  sight  of  the  emperor  and  his  officers. 
He  examined  his  dress  and  weapons  with  much  curiosity  and 
pleasure,  as  a  bold  child  would  limx  d(mo.  The  emperor 
asked  him  again  what  he  wished  for,  and  he  answered  in 
his  vulgar  Unscsian  dialect,  "  To  have  more  air."  Uugern 

*  '<  Idv.     trad,  de  Wicquefort»^  t.  i.  p.  216. 

VOL.  I.  2  L 


Digitized  by  C<.jv.' .ic 


802 


▲FFBNBIX. 


waft  left  eome  time  at  SeUiuaelbiirg  to  gain  his  confidence, 
and  find  out  whether  his  apparent  imbecility  were  only 
asBomed.  He  was  soon  convineed,  however,  that  it  was  the 
natural  coneeqiience  of  hia  mode  of  life.  He  gave  him,  from 
the  emperor,  a  silk  morning  gown.  Ivan  put  it  on  witili  tians- 
porta  of  joy,  nmniug  about  the  room,  and  admiring  himself 
as  a  savage  would  have  done  who  haii  never  been  dressed 
before.  As  all  his  wishes  centred  in  the  requisition  of  more 
air,  Peter  III.  sent  the  plan  of  a  little  circular  palace^  in  the 
centre  of  whicjn  was  to  be  a  nirden,  with  orders  to  have  it 
built  for  Ivan  in  the  court  of  uie  fortress.  It  was  cruel  that 
this  act  of  humanity  towards  an  innocent  man  should  have 
served  as  a  oretezt  against  the  unfortunate  Peter.  He  was 
charged  wita  having  intended  to  build  a  prison  for  his  wife 
and  son,  and  this  was  made  a  pretext  for  his  own  assassina- 
tion. 
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1.  BEDE'S  ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY,  &  THE  ANGLO  SAXON  CHRONICLE. 

2.  MALLET'S  NORTHT.rN  ANTtar.MTIFS,  l*'       i   I"  Wiiii  Alihlruct 

oi  tiie  iCyH*i]{gia  Saga,  oj  oih  Wauiku  dcurr.    cuiicu  ojr  li.  A.  i>i.ACKWKi.u 

3.  WILLIAM  OF  MALMESBURTS  CHRONICLE  OF  THE  KINSS  OF  ENGLAND. 

4.  SIX  OLD  ENGLISH  CHRONICLES:  viz.,  Asscr'B  Life  of  Alfred;  the  Clironicks 

of  Klliclwerd,  GikUts,  Ncmim-*,  GcotVry  of  Monmouth,  mid  Richard  of  Circnrt  stf  r. 

5.  ELLIS'S  EARLY  ENGLISH  METRICAL  ROMANCES.    Re>i!»  tl  by  J.  Okciiaed 

IIaLLIWKLL.    Complete  in  one  VOL»  leitk  J  Hum  maled  Fronlisinece. 

0.  CHRONICLES  OF  THE  CRUSADERS:  Ku- !•  aid  of  Devizes,  Geoifreyde  Vinsauf, 

Lord  de  Juiuville.    Complete  in  1  vulumc,  with  froHlifyiece. 

7.  EARLY  TRAVELS  IN  PALESTINE.    Willibald,  SttwulT,  Benjamin  of  Todela, 

.MandcYillc,  La  Brocquicre,  md  M  (iindrell.    In  one  volume.    If'ilh  Map. 

8r  10.  &  12.  BRAND'S  POPULAR  ANTIQUITIES  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.  By 
911  HtNEf  Ellis.  In  S  Volt. 

0  &  11.  ROGER  OF  WENDOVER'S  FLOWERS  OF  HISTORY  (fonnerly  MCdbed 

to  Matthew  Paris.)    In  2  Vols. 

13.  KEIGHTLtYS  FAIRY  MYTHOLOGY,   i-uiarged.  /ro»^i4j>«tf«  by  CauiKSiurfK. 

14,  16,  &  10.  SIR  THOMAS  BR0WNE1S  WORKS.   Edited  by  SlMoH  Wjuum. 
PwtmlL  luSVole.  Withlndei. 
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;  BARBAULD  AND  AIKINS  EVENINGS  AT  HOME.   Fronlisps.  Zs. 
>  BOURRIENNE  S  MEMOIRS  OF  HP^POL^OH,  fine  Portrait  and  I ronll^p.  ZsM. 
> 
I 
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BONN'S  MINIATURE  LIBRARY. 

Foolscap  12mo.  tUgautly  hound  in  morocco  cloth. 


*  BUNYAN  S  PILGRIM'S  PROGRESS.   \Vith  a  Life  and  Notes  by  Scun,  containing 
Suuthey't  Edition.   25  fiiu  Woodcuts,  by  Harvky,  /Vm/w/.  fce.  8«.  " 


aUini 


6rf. 


CHEEVER'S  LECTURES  ON,  Froniisp.  Zs.Sd. 


s  BYRON'S  POETICAL  WORKS,  >n  1  Uiick  Volume,  including  several  luppreued Poems 
I  not  included  In  otiier  editloni.  BMutHfiU  fhmispiece,  8tf.6dL 


DON  JUAN,  complete.   FnutUpUees.  Sj.6(^ 


ht 


I  COLERIDGE'S  SELECT  POETICAL  WORKS.  2j. 

1  COWPER'S  POETICAL  WORKS,  with  Lite  by  Southrt,  including  all  the  copyrigl 
I  Vwtmu  (70(»  pogee).   Bmntlfut  FnntispUees  afltr  H  AftVKT,  by  Goodall.  S».  6if. 

\  ENCYCLOP/EDIA  OF  MANNERS  AND  ETIQUETTE,  coniprisii.g  an  impiwed 
J  ediiiuu  of  Clasii-rheld's  Advice  to  his  Son  on  Men  and  .ManiiLTs.  ~j. 

i  HEBER  S  (BP.)  &  MRS.  HEMANS'  POETICAL  WORKS.  3  Vois.  in  1.  Fronlitf,  Si. 
»  HERRICK'S  POETICAL  WORKS,  complete.   FrontitpUti,  8c 
JOE  MILLER  S  JEST  BOOK.    Frontispiece.  Si. 

LONGFELLOW'S  POETICAL  WORKS,  viz^ Voices  of  the  Nif^lit-Kvaii^eline— ?pa- 
sidc  and  Fircnide— SCpanish  Siudcnls— Iranslatuma.  Forlrml  and  Frontisp.  3i.  <id. 

■■    "  ■  ■  PROSE  WORKS,  vie.— OtttTe-Mer^Hyperion—KaTiwegh.  ilf.ed. 

MILTON'S  POETICAL  WORKS.  «itli  Life  and  Nutet  by  Db.  StsBBIRO;  and  Df 

Cliannmg's  Kssmy  on  Miltun.   Frontispiece.  '6s.  (td. 

[  OSSIAN'S  POEMS,  with  DinerUtioui  by  Macpiikkson  and  Dr.  Blair.  Frontisp.  Zs. 
\  POPE'S  HOMER'S  ILIAD.  Eiiayoo  Homer.  Notee  end  £swye.  FrwHifiM,  U. 

\   ODYSSEY,  Miniforni)     Frontispiece.  Si. 
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I  SCOTT'S  POETICAL  WORKS,  and  Lite,  in  one  volnme.   Port,  and  Frontisp.  S/.  6i. 

I  STURM'S  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  WORKS  OF  GOD.  Fr 

I  THOMPSON'S  SEASONS.  With  hie  Geetle  of  Indolence,  4  6<^t 

;  VATHEK»  AND  THE  AMBER  WITCH.  S  vole,  in  L  9i, 


